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HE following Collection of Letters is part of a deſign, which 
the Editor had formed, to ſelect and publiſh, in large volumes, 
ſuch compoſitions, both in verſe and proſe, as he judged might be 
uſeful to young perſons, by conducing to their improvement in their 
own language, while they were cultivating an acquaintance with the 
ancients, and purſuing all other — of; A police and li- 


beral education. 


The two firſt parts of his plan, already oubliſhed, Elegant . 
in Proſe, and in Poetry, have been received with a degree of favour, 
which evinces that the preconceived idea of their te has been amply 
confirmed by the deciſions af experience. 


Animated by their cood reception, the Editor determined to proceed 
in his . and to add a copious Collection of Letters, i in a ſimilar 
volume. curred to him, that no literary exerciſe is in ſuch con- 
ſtant requeſt ry Letter-writing. All are not to be Poets, Orators, or 


Hiſtorians ; but all, at leaſt above the loweſt rank, are-to be ſometimes 


Ln The daily intercourſe of common life cannot be 
duly preſerved without this mode of communication. How much plea- 
ſure, and how much n of various kinds, is derived from it, 


a 2 requires 
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requires but little elucidation. Every emergence furniſhes occaſion , 
for it. It is neceſſary to friendſhip and to love; to intereſt and to 
ambition. In every purſuit, and in every department of poliſhed 
life, to write Letters is an indiſpenſable requiſite ; and. to write them 
well, a powerful recommendation. By epiſtolaty correſpondence pre- 
ferment and promotion are Tought and dbtained, and the moſt important 
buſineſs, commercial, political, and private, eaſily, pleaſantly, and 
ſucceſsfully tranſacted. Who is there, who at ſome period of his life 
finds it not of conſequence to him to draw ap a petition with pro- 
priety, to deſcribe a character faithfully, or to write pleaſing addreſſes 
of compliment, condolence, or congratulation? Many natives of 
this country ſpend their youth in foreign climes. How greatly does 
| it contribute to raiſe their characters at home, when they are able to 
write good letters to their relations, their friends, their patrons, and 
their employers? A clear, a judicious, and an elegant letter, eſtab- 
liſhes their character in their native country, while their perſons are 
at the diſtance of 'the antipodes, raiſes eſteem among all who read it, 
and often lays à firm foundation for their future eminence. It goes 
before them, like. a harbinger, and ſmooths the road and levels the 
| —_ that Texds up to honour and to fortune. 


Add to theſe confiderations, that; as an n eaſy exerciſe to improve the 
ay, and prepare for that compoſition, which ſeveral of, the profeſ- 


fions require, nothing is more advantageous than the practice of lebe 
writing at an early, age. 5 


| In very view of the ſubject, letter-writing appeared to the Editor ſo 3H 
uſeful and -important, that he thought he could not render a more 
acceptable ſervice to young ſtudents, than to . preſent them with 2 
great variety of epiſtolary MoDtLs, collected, for their more conve- 
nient uſe, into one capacious volume..* Models in art are certainly 
more inftruCtive than rules; as examples in life are more efficacious. i 
than precepts. Rules indeed for letter-writing, of which there is a 
great abundance, appear to be little more than the idle effuſions of ⁴5& 
pedantry; the ſuperfluous inventions of i ingenuity miſemployed. The 
letters, which the writers of rules have given as examples for imita- 1 
tion, are often nothing more than mere centos in the expreffion, and 
85 ſervile copies in the ſentiments and matter. They have nothing in 
them of the 3 hue and lively 8 of nature. They 1 reſemble | 
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1abour, yet poſſeſling, after all, neither beauty, flavour, nor famind 
for duration. 3 EE: | | C 


The few rules neceſſary in the ART, as it is called of letter-writing, 
are ſuch as will always be preſcribed to itſelf, by a competent ſhare of 
common ſenſe, duly informed by common education, A regard muſt 
always be ſhewn to time, place, and perſon. He who has good ſenſe 
will of courſe obſerve thefe things; and he who has it. not, will not 
learn to obſerve them by the rules of rhetoricians. But to affiſt in- 
vention and promote order, it may be ſometimes expedient to make, in 
che mind, a diviſion of a Letter into three parts, the Ariſtotelian be- 
= ginning, middle, and end; or in other words, into the exordium or in- 
troduction, the propoſition or narrative, and the concluſion. 
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3 The exordium or introduction ſhould be employed, not indeed with 
the formality of rhetoric, but with all the eaſe of natural politeneſs 
and benevolence, in conciliating eſteem, favour, and attention; the 
propoſition or narrative, in ſtating the buſineſs with clearneſs and pre- 
ciſion; the concluſion, in confirming what has been premiſed, in 
making apologies, in extenuating offence, and in cordial expreſſions of 
reſpect and affection: but is there any thing in theſe precepts not already 
e obvious to common ſenſe? TY 
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As to the epiſtolary ſtyle, of which ſo much has been ſaid, thoſe 
who wiſh to confine it to the eaſy and familiar have formed tgo narrow 
ideas of epiſtolary compoſition. The Epiſtle admits every ſubject ; and 
every ſubject has its appropriate ſtyle. Eaſe is not to be confounded 
with negligence. In the moſt familiar Letter on the commoneſt ſubject, 
an Attic neatneſs is required. Eaſe in writing, like eaſe in dreſs, not- 
withſtanding all its charms, is but too apt to degenerate to the careleſſ- 
nes of the ſloven. In the daily attire of a gentleman, gold lace may 
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1 not be requiſite ; but rags are ſtil] leſs to be borne. In the face, paint 
2 is not to be approved; but cleanlineſs cannot be neglected, without 
H ccaſioning ſtill greater diſguſt than rouge and ceruſe. | 


That epiſtolary ſtyle is clearly the beſt, whether eaſy or elaborate, 
ſimple or adorned, which is beſt adapted to the ſubject, to time, to place, 
and to perſon ; which, upon grave and momentous topics, is ſolemn _ 
and dignified ; on common themes, terſe, eaſy, and not careleſs; on 
little and trifling matters, gay, airy, lively, and facefious ; on jocu- _ 
lar ſubjects, ſparkling and humorous; in formal and complimentary 

| | addreſſes, 
3 | : 
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addreſſes, embelliſhed with rhetorical figures, and finiſhed with poliſhed 
periods; in perſuaſion, bland, inſinuating, and ardent; in. exhorta- 8 
tion, ſerious and ſententious; on proſperous affairs, open and joyous; 
on adverſe, penſive, and tender. A different ſtyle is often neceſſary 
on the ſame topics, to old people and to young; to men and to women; 
to rich and to poor; to great perſonages and little people; to ſcholars 
and to the illiterate; to ſtrangers and to familiar companions. And 
thus indeed might one proceed to great extent with all the parade of 
precept ; but though this, and much more that might be repeated, 
may be certainly true, yet it is all ſufficiently obvious to that coM- 
MON SENSE, Whoſe claims ought at all times to be aſſerted againſt the 
encroachments of pedantic tyranny“. ES ; 5 


Tube writers on the epiſtolary art divide Epiſlles into various kinds, according 
to the following table: . 6 | 


Treus GENERUM EPISTOLARUM. 


- 


” I. DroascaLicum. EIS 
TY | | I. Commendatitie. 


„ . H. Communicatoria. 1 
| : III. Cohortatoria, _. Je i 
4 155 „ gus pertinent Di ua ſoriæ. 
II. DELIBERATIVUM: uf, 4 IV. Petitorie. 
5 V. Conſolatoriæ. 3 
VI. Officioſe. 


VII. Conciliatoriæ. 

IX. Mandato/ iæ. 6 

I. Gratulatorie, # 

IT. Laudatorie. 
III. Reprehenſorig. 

IV. Gratiarum actiones. 

V. Nuncupatorie ſeu Dedicatorie. 
0 J. Accuſatorie ſeu expoſiulatorie. 
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III. DzxonsrraTivuht: ut, 


II. Querule.& indignatoria.' 
III. Comminatorie. 
Be : I. Nunciatorie. 
V. FAmILIARE eu EXTRA-) II. Denunciatorig. 
| *  ORDINARIUM: r, 5 III. Anigmatice. 
bo CV. Foco/e. 


IV. JUDiCIALE: 2. 


EeisTOL x referuntur ad GENUS: 


But theſe diſtinctions diſplay more of oſtentation than they furniſh of utility, 
Every man of ſenſe muſt know the tendency of his Letter, from which it takes its 
technical name, though he may not have heard the chetoricians' appellation of it. 5 
To perſons, however, who read with a critical eye, it may not be unpleaſaut to 
claſs the letters under ſome of the titles in the aboye table, which it would be 
» eaſy to enlarge. TI Js 

I. refer the reader, who is curious to learn what critics have written on the art, 
of writing letters, to Eraſmus's very ingenious treatiſe, © De conſcribendis Epiſ- 
= tolis, where he will find much to entertain him, His genius diftuſes a ſunſhine - 

| over the dreary fields of didaQtic information, | 
: | | : A good 
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Agood underſtanding, as it has been already obſerved, liproved by 
reading the beſt writers, by accurate obſervation of men and manners, 
End above all, by uſe and practice, will be ſufficient to form an accom- 
pliſhed Letter-writer, without reſtraining the vigour of his genius, 
and the flights of his fancy, with a rigid obſervance of the line and 
NY rule. The beſt Letters, and indeed the beſt compoſitions of every 
9 kind, were produced before the boaſted rules to teach how to write 
chem were written pr invented. The rules preſctibed by critics are ſo 
minute and particular, as to remind one of the recipes in Hannah 
gGlaſſe's Cookery. They pretend to teach how to expreſs thoughts on 
paper with a mechanical proceſs, ſimilar to that which the culinary 
authoreſs inſtructs her diſciples in the compoſition of a minced-pye. 


It is indeed a remark, confirmed by long experience, that merchants, 
men of buſineſs, and particularly the ladies, who have never read, or 
even heard of the rules of an Eraſmus, a Vives, a Melchior ee or 
a Lipſius, write letters with admirable eaſe, perſpicuity, propriety, and 
elegance; far better, in every reſpect, than ſome of the moſt celebrated 
dictators of rules to teach that epiſtolary correſpondence, which them- 
ſelves could never ſucceſsfully practiſe. The learned Manutius, who 
had ſtudied every rule, uſed to employ a month in writing a Jeter of 
F moderate length, which many an Engliſh lady could ſurpaſs i an hour. 


It may not be improper in this place to mention, for the honour of 
the ladies, that, according to learned authors, the very firſt Letter 
that was ever written, was written by a lady. Clemens Alexandrinus 
and Tatian alſo, who copies from Hellanicus the hiſtorian®, expreſsly | 
affirm, that the firſt ever e was the production of Atoſſa, a 
Perſian Empreſs. The learned Dodwell, as well as others, contro- 
verts the fact; and many ſuppoſe that the Letter which Homer's Præ- 
tus gave to Bellerophon, as well as that which David ſent to accom- 
pliſh the death of Uriah, preceded the Letter of Atoſſa. Without 
entering into a chronological diſcuſſion, one may aſſert the probability, 
3 that a lady was the firſt writer of Letters; as ladies have, in modern 
times, diſplayed peculiar grace and ſpirit in epiſtolary correſpondence. 
Dodwell's opinion is at the ſame time reaſonable, - when he ſuppoſes 
that Epiſtles were written in ſome form or other, as ſoon as the art of 
marking thoughts by written ſigns was diſcovered and divulged. 
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But rated of dwelling on topics, either obyious of themſelyes, or 


rather curious than uſeful; it is more expedient to inform * Reader, 
what he is to expect in the ſubſequent volume. 


The Firit Book in che collection is formed from the Letters of 
Cicero and Pliny. To attempt to raiſe their characters by praiſes at WW 
this period, after the world has agreed in the admiration of them, near 
two thoufand years, would be no leſs ſuperfluous, than to pronounce ' I; 
an eulogium on the ſun, or to deſcribe the beauties of the rainbow. 
From them the moſt entertaining Letters, and ſuch as have a reference 
to familiar life, have been principally ſelected; and there is little doubt, Wi 
but that an attentive ſtudent, not e in ability, may catch. 
from the peruſal of what is here inſerted, much of their politeneſs {Mi 
both of ſentiment and expreſſion. If he poſſeſſes taſte, he muſt be {Wi 
entertained by them. It is but juſtice to add, that great praiſe is due 
to the tranſlator, whoſe poliſhed underſtanding ſeems to have aſſimilated 
the grace of his, celebrated originals. The Firſt Book, . conſtituting 3 
very important part of the collection, and furniſhing the fineſt epiſto- Mo 
lary models in the world, has been rendered for the benefit of the {Mt 
ſtudent abundantly copious, though conkned to the Letters of Cicera WM? 
and lin). t 

n 
a 


The next Book conſiſts of Letters from many great and diſtinguiſh- 
ed perſons of our own nation, written at an early period of Engliſh 1 
8 literature. 1 a 

- The correſpondence of the Sydney family forms one part of it. To 
the generality of readers this will be new and curious, as it was never BF" 
- publiſhed but in expenſive folios. The Sydney family appears to have Wt 

been, in their time, the moſt enlightened, poliſhed, and virtuous, 

which the nation could boaſt, Many of their Letters are written in 2 
ſtrong, a nervous, and, in many reſpects, an excellent ſtyle for the L 
age; and all that are here elected may be conſidered as curioſities, WR 
furniſhing matter for ſpeculation on the language and cuſtoms of 
perſons in high rank, at the period in which they were compoſed, It Bu 
is a fecommendation of them, that they are genuine family letters, not n. 
ſtudiouſſy laboured, like thoſe of profeſſed Wits and Letter- writers, r. 
but written in perfect confidence, and without the leaſt idea of their e. 
future publication. But as old language is certainly not a model for 
- young ſtudents | in the e . it muſt be remembered that this 
1 - compilation 
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compilation profeſſes in its title-page, to be deſigned for cangrAL | 
ENTERTAINMENT, as well as for the peruſal and improvement of thoſe 


who are in the courſe of their education. 


The Letters of the celebrated Howel “, which form another con- 
fiderable portion of the Second Book, cannot fail. of affording, in ad- 
dition to the inſtruction of the ſtudent, much amuſement to the more 
advanced reader, who inſpects the volume merely to paſs away his va- 
cant hours. Howel's Letters were, at one time, extremely popular. 
They have paſſed through many editions. Their wit, vivacity, and 
frankneſs, render them more pleaſing 'than ſome more modern and 
more exact compoſitions. Many celebrated Letters, more correct and 
finiſhed, have in them. leſs wit, leſs fire, leſs ſpirit, fewer ideas, and 
ſcantier information. | | . 15 


Lady Rachael Ruſſel's Letters are here inſerted in the Second Book, 
and muſt be allowed to conſtitute a very uſeful and ornamental part 


of it. They have been much admired by perſons of taſte and ſenſi- 


bility, both for their thoughts and their dition, Piety and conjugal 
affection, expreſſed in language, conſidering the time of its compoſi- 
tion, ſo pure and proper, cannot but afford a fine example to the fe- 
male aſpirants after delicacy, virtue, taſte, and whatever is excellent 
and laudable in the wife, the widow, and the mother. Such patterns 
in high life cannot fail of becoming beneficial in proportion as they 
are more known and better obſerved. | 


The very names indeed of thoſe 1 furniſh this and the 
remaining Books, are of themſelves a ſufficient recommendation of 


them. Locke, Shafteſbury, Pope, Swift, Addiſon, and a long liſt of 


— 


»The following is the opinion of Morhof, a learned critic, concerning the 
Letters of Howel, which were firſt publiſhed in 1645: : 

Non debent hic quoque omitti JAco HowsL, Equitis Angli, et Secretarii 
Regi Epiſtol- ſamiliare . . . . Mixta hic ſunt negotiis civilibus literaria, magnaque 
lla reriſfumarum rerum varietas mirifict legentem deleftat. Agitur hie de — 
Anglicis, Gallicis, Ital cis, Germanicis, Hiſpanis, Belgicis, Danicis, Suecicis, 
unde multa ad hiſtoriam eorum temporum obſervari poſſunt. Inſperguntur non- 
nunquam poetici ſales et facetiæ. Phyſica et medica non omittuntur. De rebus 
literariis diſquiritur. Hiftariz rariores narrantur. Characteres et lineamenta 
virorum illuſſrium et doctorum, tam in Anglia, quam in aliis locis, ab illo pro- 
ponuntur, Elucet denique ex ſtylo varia et elegans eruditio Infinita prope- 
modum hie occurrunt obſervatione digniſſima. Quare operz pretium fateret, 
qui has Epiſtolas in linguam vel Latinam vel Germanicam converteret. 8 

e POLVYIIST. LI F. lib. ii. cap. 24. 
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others, beſides thoſe enumerated in the title - page, require only to be 
announced to gain a welcome reception- To dwell on the character 
and excellences of each, would be to abuſe the Reader's patience, 
Moſt of them are of that exalted and nnn rank, which prai 
cannot: now I nor e _— 15 


Block then, Fe >= whoſe Teles fl this ha are able to 
0 peak ſo. powerfully for themſelves, why ſhould the Reader be detained 


by a longer Preface-from better entertainment? Things intrinſically 


good will be appreciated by a diſcerning Public, and require not the 


oſtentatious diſplay of a florid encomium. If the Letters here ſeleQted 


were the Letters of obſcure-men, a recommendatory introduction might 
be neceſlary to their ready admiſſion ; but they are the Letters of men, 
high in rank, high in fame, high in every quality which can excite 


and reward the attention of a nation, of which moſt of them have been 


at once the ornaments and the luminaries. Here indeed, like the ſet- 
ting ſun, they ſhine with a ſofter radiance than in their ſtudied works, 
retaining, however, 'their beauty and- magnitude undiminiſhed, though 


their meridian fervour is abated. Aſſociated in this Compilation they 
| unite their orbs and form a galaxy: they charm with a mild, diffuſive, Þ 
light, though they no longer dazzle with a noon-day ſplendour, 


But it is time to conclude; ſince to proceed in recommending thoſe 


who recommend themſelves, is but an officious ceremony: yet the 
Editor, before he withdraws himſelf, begs leave to aſk the Reader on: 


queſtion : Would he not think it a pleaſure and a happineſs, beyond 
the power of adequate eſtimation, to be able to fit down whenever he 
pleaſes, and enjoy, at his fire- ſide, the converſation of Cicero and 


Pliny, of the noble Sydneys, of the lively Howel, of Pope, of Gray, 


of Sterne, of Johnſon, and of all the other illuſtrious perſons, whoſe 
familiar unſtudied Letters, fill the volume before him? That pleaſure, 
and that happineſs, however great, he may here actually enjoy in 2 
great perfection as is now poſſible, ſince Death has ſilenced their elo- 
quent tongues. By a very light effort of imagination, he may ſup- 
poſe himſelf, wht le he reyolves theſe pages, in the midſt of the intel 
ligent, cheerful, ſocial, circle; and when ſatisfied with the familial 


converſation of one, turning to another, equally excellent and enter- 
taining in his way, though on a different ſubject, and in a diverſifel i 


ſtyle. Happy intercourſe, remote from noiſe, from care, from trite, 
fron 
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from envy ! and 5 thoſe who have —_— ſenſe, and taſte, to 
Wreliſh it! | 7 


That a ſatisfaction ſo pure and ſo exalted, may be enjoyed from 
his attempt, is the fincere wiſh of the Editor, who ventures to ex- 
preſs a hope, that if much is done for the Reader's entertainment, | 
he will not complain that more has not been accompliſhed, but view 
ined excellence with due approbation, and 2 with 5 in- 
ally . 
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23 To Quintus Philippus, Procouſul ib. 81 To Terentia 
24 To Lucius Valerius, the Lawyer 22 82 To the fame 
26 To Caius Curio 


id. 
— id. 
| — id, 
— ib. 83 To the ſame — id. - 
16 To Trebatius —— 23 | 84 To the (ame — - — id. 
25 To the fame —— 24 85 To the ſame — id. 
238 To Caius Curio — ib. 86 To the ſame — 0 
19 To Trebatius —— — ib. 87 To Trebonius — i: 
30 To Cornificius — 25 | 88 To Acilius, Proconfſul — 81 
31 To Trebatius — ib, F 89 To the fame — — id, 
32 To Caius Curio — 26 90 To Lucius Papirius Pætus id. | 
33 To Trebatius — ib. 91 To Acilius, Procon ſul $2 
34 To Memmius — — 27 92 To Marcus Terentius Varro id. 
38 To Caius Curio — ib. 93 To Allienus, Proconſul id, 
36 To Trebatius —— 28 94 To Lucius Meicinius _ 5 
37 To Publius Sextius — * ib. 95 To Varro — — 84 
38 To Titus Fadius — 29 96 To the ſame — id. 
39 To Titus Titius — ib. | 97 To the ſame — 88 
40 To Marcus Cœlius — 30 98 To Papiriu Pætus —— 87 
41 To Caius Marcellus, Conſul ele ib. F 99 To Volumaius — 89 
42 To Caius Marcellus — 31 | 100 To Papirius Pxtus ——— 60 
43 To Lucius Paulus, Conſul ele& ib. | 198 To the ſame — 61 
44 To Thermus, Proprætor ib. 102 To the ſame — m — ib. 
45 To Marcus Cœlius, Curule-Adile elect 32 103 To the ſame ——ů— 62 
45 To Publius Silius, Proprætor ib. | 104 To the ſame — — 63 
47 To Thermus, Proprætor 33 | 105 To Marcus Marius — 
48 To Caius Caſſus, Proquzſtor tb. | 106 To Servius Sulpicius | 64 
49 To Marcus Cælius, Curule Ædile 33 | 1079 To Gallus — 65 
90 To Curtius Peduczanus, Prætor ib. | 108 To Trebianus — 6 
31 To Appius Pulcher —— ib. 109 To Papirius Pætus — ib. 
$2 To C. Titius . Pretor - 36 | 119 To Matcus Brutus — 68 
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Letter 
111 To Marcus Brutus 

112 To L. Papirius Pætus 

113 To Ampius 

114 To Titus Furfanius, Proconſul 
116 To Servius Sulpicius 

116 To Lepta 

117 To Caius Caſſius 

118 To Dolabella 

119 To Aulus Torquatus 

120 To Caius Caſſius 
121 Caſſius to Cicero 

122 To Ceſar 

123 To the ſame 
124 Quintus Cicero to Marcus Cicero 
125 To Tiro — — — 
1236 To Dolabella 

127 Servius Sulpicius to Cicero 

328 To Servius Sulpicius — 
129 To. Lucius Lucceius —: 
139 Lucceius to Cicero — 
131 To Lucius Lucceius — 
132 To Tiro — — : 
133 Vatioius to Cicero —— 
134 To Tiro — — 

135 To Varro 8 — — 
136 To Tiro —— 
137 To Lepta — m 
138 To Dolabella — — 
139 Vatinius to Cicero — 
140 To Curius | 
141 To Auctus, Proconſul — 
144 To Curius 

143 To. Tiro 

144 To Bithynicus _ = 

145 To Tiro 

146 To Dolabella, Conful 

147 To Trebonius | 

148 Trebonius to Cicero 
149 To Matius 

150 Matius to Cicero 
181 To Trebatius 
1582 To Plancus 
163 To the ſame 
154 To Tiro 

155 To Coraiſficius 
166 Cicero the Son, to his deareſt Tiro 
157 From the ſame, to Tiro 

158 Bithynicus to Cicero 

159 To Plancus — 
160 Plancus to Cicero —ʃV 
161 To Plancus — 

162 To Lucius Papirius Pætus 


SECTION IL 
From the Letters of Pliny the Cenſul, to ſe- 


veral of hit Friends, as ente. ” Wil-. 


liam Melmoth, Ef. 


1 To Caninius Rufus 

2 To Pompeia Celerina 

3 To Cornelius Tacitus 

4 To Minutius Fundamus <7 
s To Atrius Clemens £7 

6 To Caleſtrius Tiro * 9 = 


7 


Letter y 
7 To Junius Mauricus 
8 To Septitius Clarus 


9 To Erucius . 


10 To Cornelius Tacitus 
11 To Catilius Severus 
12 To Bebius 


13 To Voconius Romanus 


14 To Paulinus 
15 To Nepos 

16. To Caninius 
17 To Octavius 
18 To Priſcus 
19 To Valerianus 
20 To Gallus 


21 To Mauricus 


22 To Cerealis 

23 To Calviſius 

24 To Hiſpulla 

25 To Macer 

26 To Severus 

27 To Caninius 

28 To Tranquillus 

29 To Catilius 

30 To Proculus 

31 To Nepos 

32 To Servianus 

33 To Maximus 

34 To Fabatus 

35 To Clemens 

36 To Antoninus 

37 To Na ſo 

38 To Lepidus 

39 To Atrianus 

40 To Cornelius Tacitus 
41 To Valerius Paulinus 
42 To Gallus 

43 To Hiſpulla 

44 To Maximus 

45 To Velius Cerealis - 
46 To Rufus 

47 To Pompenius Baſſus 
48 To Valens 

49 To Maximus 

50 To Nepos 

51 To Licinius - 

52 To Flaccus 

53 To Maximus 

54 To Apollinaris 

55 To Capito 


56 To Saturninus 


57 To Fabatus 
58 To Pontius 

59 To Marcellinus 
60 To Sparinna 
61 To Macer 

62 To Pauligus 
63 To Rufus 

64 To Calphurnia 
65 To the ſame 
66 To Priſcus 


67 To Tacitus 


68 To Albinus 
69 To Maximus 
70 To Fabatus , 


. 


„ 


* 


_ 
* 
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Letter | Page 
11 To Maurjcus — 157 
2 To Romanus — ib. 
73 To Tacitus — ib. 
74 To Reſtitutus . — 159 
75 To Cornelius Tacitus — 160 
76 To Caninius — 161 
77 To Triarius — — 162 
78 To Servianus — ib. 
To Pontius — — 16311 
80 To Quintilian — — ib. 
8: To Reſtitutus — ib. 
82 To Præſens — — 164 
83 To Calphurnia — ib. 
84 To Saturninus „. ib. 


8s To Priſeus — — 165 


86 To Tuſcus — — ib. 
87 To Saturninus — 166 
88 To Priſcus — — 167 
89 To Tacitus — — 168 
go To Falco — ib. 
91 To Rufus — ib. 
92 To Maximus — 169 
93 To Septitius — — ib 
94 To Genitor — 170 
95 To Cornutus — ib. 
96 To Fabatus — 171 
97 To Tacitus — — ib. 
98 To Septitius — 17% 
99 To Caninius — ib. 
100 To Geminius — — 173 
101 To Tacitus — 1 
101 To Romanus — ib. 
103 To Urſus — f 174 
104 To Fabatus — ib. 
10; To Hiſpulla — 175 


106 To Minutianus 


E 


Letter | | Page 


To Genialis — 176 
ws To 2 — — ib. 
1109 To Paternus — 110. 
110 To Macrinus — 177 
111 To Rufinus — — ib. 
112 To Maximus — — 19 
113 To Gallus — -, it. 
eg To Arrianus — 180 

is To Geminius — — 182 
116 To Marcellinus — — ib. 
1197 To Maximus — 182 
118 To Sabinus — — 183 
119 To Paulinus — 184 
120 To Tiro — — id. 
121 To Calviſius — ib. 
122 To Romanus — 13g 
123 To Colo — — 186 
124 To Tacitus — — ib. 
125 To Genitor — ib. 
126 To Ruffo — — 187 
127 To Sabinianus — — bb. 
118 To Severus — — 188 
129 To Maximus — — bb. 
130 To Sabinianus — — 189 
131 To Maximilianus — — d. 

1132 To Lupercus — ib. 
133 To Romanus — — 191 
134 To Ruſticus — 192 
136 To Geminus — ib, 
{ 136 To Titianus — ib. 
1137 To Caninius — — 193 
138 To Appius — 194 
139 To Fuſcus — — ib. 
140 To Muſticus — — 195 

| 141 To Fulcus — — ib. 


OO H. uhr, Las of early Date. 


SECTION I. 


Miſcellaneous of why Date. 

Letter Page 
1 L VIII. to. Anne Bullen 197 
To the ſame — ib. 

- To the ſame 198 

4 To the ſame — ib 

5 To the ſame „„ „ oo 

6 To the ſame — „ 


7 Nn Anne Bullen to King ory ib. 
etter from Lady More to Mr. Secre- 

tary Cromwell — 200 

Y Lady S afford to Mr Secretary Cr mwell ib; 

10 Earl af Eſſex to Queen Elizabeth 201 
11 Lord Chancellor Egerton to the Earl of 

Efſex — — 102 

12 The Fart's Anſwer | 203 
1; Sir Henry Sidney to his Son P "lis Sid- 
vey, at ichog} at ———— An. 


Lev; Page 
_ 9 Eliz. being then > the age 
of twelve years 204 
14 Sir Henry Sidney, to Robert * Dude, 
Earl ot Leiceſter 20 
15 The Right Honourable Tomes Sack vil 
Lord Buckhurſt, to Sir Henry Sidney 206 
16 Sir Henry Sidney, Raben adley Ear! 
of Leiceſter 
17 Sir Henry Sidney to 3 Elizabeth 208 
18 Sir Henry Sidney to Mr. Secretaiy 
|  Walfiagham, concerning the reports 


tf the Earl of Fſſex's death ib, 
19 Sir Henry Sidney to — Secretary 
Walfngham 210 
20 Sir Henry Sidney to the Lords of the 
Council — 211 
21 james Lord Regent of Scotland to Sir 
Henry Sidney —— ib. 
22 Sir 


c 6 N- | 
Letter Page 
_ 22 Sir Heary Sidney to his ſon Robert Sid- 


ney, afterwards Earl of Leiceſier 212 
23 Sir Philip Sidney to hays father Sir ir Heary 


Sidney 213 
24 SirPhilip Sidney to Edward Waterhouſe, 
Eſq. Secretary of Ireland 214 


25 Sir Philip Sidney to Edward Molineux, 
Secretary to his father AS "Wo De- 
puty — ib. 

26 Edward Molineux, Eſq. to Philip Sid- 

ney. in anſwer do the above ib. 

27 = Henry Sidney to his ſon Sir ir Phillip 

idney 

28 Lady Mary Sidney to to Edmund Molineus, 

Eſq. 215 
29 Sir Henry Sidney to his Son Robert Sid- 
ney, afterwards Earl of Leiceſter ib. 
30 _ Mary Sidney to Edmund Moligeux, þ 
n Efq. — — 21 
31 Sir Henry Sidney to 4 Lord Grey, 
Lord Deputy of Ireland, how to pro- 
ceed in his . of that king- 
dom ib. 
32 Sir Philip A ey to his brother Robert 
Sidney, who was the firſt Earl of 


Leiceſter of that name 220 
33 Robert, firſt Earl of Leiceſter, to > ts fa- 
* ther, Sir Henry Sidney — 222 


34 Sir Philip Sidney to Queen Flizabeth, 
* anno 180, perſuading her not to 


marry with the Duke of Anjou ib. 
35 Sir 1 to Edmund ee th 

: 227 
36 From the 3 to ba 6 228 


37 Robert Sidney (a'terwards Earl of Lei- 7 
ceſter) to Edmund Molineux ib. 
38 Sir Philip une to William men Bur- 
leigh — ib. 
39 Sir Philip en to Sir Edward Staf- 
. ford ib. 
40 Thomas Lord Buckhurſt, 2 Robert 
Dudley Eerl of Leiceſter, on the 
death of Sir Philip Sidney 229 
41 Sir Thomas Sidney to his Lady ib. 
42 Sir Henry Hobart, Knight and Baronet, 
Lord Chief Juſtice, to Robert Earl 
of Leiceſter .— — 230 
43 Dorothy Counteſs ol Leiceſter, to the 


Ea her huſband — 0. 

44 From the ſame to the fame 232 
46 From the lame to the ſame. a jb 
46 From the ſame to the ſame 233 
47 From the fame to the ſame 234 
48% From the-ſame to the ſame 235 
40 From the ſame to the ſame ib. 


s The Lady Dorothy Sidney (afterwards 
- Counte's of Sunderland) to her fa- 
ther Robert Earl of Leiceſter } 896 
£1 Robert Lord Spencer, to his Lady Do- 
rothy. drughter of Robert Earl of 
Leiceſter, Moſt of it in cypher, and 
decyphered ib. 
£2 From the ſame to the ſame, decyphered 237 
<3 From the lame to the ſame — 238 


% 


N 


Letter Page 
$4 From the ſame to the ſame 239 
55 From the ſame ts the ſame, four days 
before the fight of 1 where 

he was ſlain 


240 
| $6 Robert Earl of Leiceſter, to h to his daughter 


Dorothy Counteſs of Sunderland, on 
the death of the Earl her huſband, 
who loft his life, valiantly fighting for 
King Charles I. at the battle of 
' Newberry, zoth Sept. 1643 241 
$7 Robert Earl of Leiceſter to the een, 
at Oxford, defiring to know why he 
was diſmiſſed from the office of 


Lord Lieutenant of Ireland 242 
$8 Algernon Earl of Northumberland to 

Robert Earl of Leiceſter 243 
£9 The Earl of Leiceſter to Algernon Earl 

of Northuraberland — 444 — 
60 From the ſame to the ſame ib. 


61 Algernon Sidney to his father, Robert 
| Earl] of Leiceſter © 
62 Sir Francis Bacon to Sir George Vil- 
liers, upon the lending his patent for 
Viſcount Villiers to be ſigned 14g 
63 Sir Francis Bacon to Sir Edward Coke ih, 
64 To the ſame, when Lord Chief Juſtice 

in diſgrace 2 
65 Dr4Sharp to the Duke of Bucking- | 

ham ; with Queen Elizabeth's ſpeech 


to her army at Tilbury Fort 250 
66 Lord Bacon to James I. — 
67 Sir Walter Raleigh to James I. ib, 


68 Sir Walter Raleigh to Sir Robert Car 253 

69 Sir Walter Raleigh to Fries Heary, 
ſon of James I. 

70 Lord Bacon to James l. after di hie diſgrace 253 


| 71 Lord Baltimore o Lord Wentworth, 
a\terwards Earl of Stafford 256 


72 Lord Wentworth, Lord Deputy of Ire- 
land, to the Earl of Portland, Lord 
Treaſurer to Charles I. | 256 

73 Lord Wentworth to Sir William Saville 257 

74 Lord Wentworth to Archbiſhop Laud 175 

5s Charles 1. to Loid Wentworth | 

76 Charles I, to the Ex} of Strafford ac 

77 Eail of Strafford to his Son 

78 James Earl of Derby, to Commiſſary 
' General | eton, in an wer to the ſum - 
mon ſent the Earl to deliver up the 
Ifle of Man — — 261 

79 Charles II. to the Duke of Vork ib, 

80 Oliver Cromwell tohi ſon H Cromwell26z 

81 Lady MaryCromwell to HenryCromwell ib, 

82 Henry Cromwell to Lord Fauconberg 263 

83 Lord Broghill to Secretary Thurloe id. 

84 Hen'y Cromwell to Richard Crom- 


well. ProteQor — 264 
8; Fiom the ſame to the fame - 265 
* hn Barwick to Charles II. 266 
9% Henry Cromwell to Fleetwood 267 
£8 H nry Cromwell to Lord Chancellor 
Chirendon © —— — 269 
9 Err! of I,» to the Hen Algernon 
Sidney = — id. 
| 9@ The 
\ 


Letter | Page 

go The Hon, Algernoon Sidrey to his 
friends 270 

91 Sir William Temple to * William 
Coventry © 272 

92 Sir William 8 to . Augoſ- 
tine Cary 273 


93 Sir William Temple to Sir Philip FM 


Warwick — 
94 Sir William Temple to Lord Lille 274 
gs Lord Liſle to Sir William Temple 275 
— Sir William Temple to Charles II. ib. 


Sir William Temple to Lord Alrington 276 
90 Sir William Temple to Sir Orlando 
Bridgman, Lord Keeper ib. 
99 Sir William Temple to the Earl of 
Northumberland 27 
| 100 Earl of Clarendon to the Duke of 
York, on the nel » mee Ca- 
th olige 278 
oi Earl of Chrendon to the Dutcheſs of 
York, on the ſame occaſion _ 279 
102 The Dutcheſs's Anſwer .* 1886 


SECTION IL. 
N I 


Fre} 


Miſcellaneous of early Date continued. 


From James Howell, ER, to J. S. at 
Leeds Caſtle 
2 From the ſame to his "2 Uh upon his 
firſt going beyond ſea | 23g 
3 From the ſame to Dr. Francis Manſell, 
ſince Principal of Jong Collegs in 
Oxford 
4 From the ſame to Dex: Caldwell Eſq. 
from Amſterd | 
From the ſame to Mr. Richard Al- 
tham, at his chamber at Gray's-[nn + ib. 
6 From the ſame to Dr. Thomas Prit- 
chard, at Oxſord, from Rouen , 287 
7 From the [ame to his father, from Ronen ib. 
8 From the (ame to Capt. RO Bacon, 
from Paris 288 
9 From the ſame to Richard Altham, 
E(q. from Paris 289 
10 From the _ to Sir = Croſts, 
from Paris 290 
11 From the ſame to his brotherDr.Howellzg2 
12 From the {ame to Mr. Thomas Porter, 
after Captain Porter, from Barcelona 293 
13 From the ſame to Dr. Francis Man- 


284 


286 


— 


. ſell, from Valentia - — 294 

2 14 From the iame to Chriſtopher e 

d, Eſq. at Gray's-Ian = ib, 

'3 $5 From the ſame to his brother Dr. 

d, Howell, from on eg geg before 

. Venice 298 

4 | 6 From the ſame toRichardAltbam,Eſq. 296 

1} 7 From the ſame to his much honoured 

66 friend Sir John North, Knight ib. 

67 ron James Howell, Eſq. to Robert 
Brown, Eſq. at the 0 Temple, 

68 from Venice | ib 


0 NT: 


zo From the tame. to Mr. R. 


34 From the ſame to his Couſin Mr. St. 
ib. 


E. 

Letter Page 
19 From the ſame to Chriſtopher Jones, 
Eſq. at Gray's-Inn, trom Naples 
20 From the fame to Sir Eubule Theolall, 
Knight, and P:incipal of Jelus Col 
lege in Oxiord 


21 From the tame to Dan. Caldwell, Eng. 
from Lord Savage's houſe in Long 


297 


298 


Melford | ib. 
22 From the ſame to R. Ae, Efq. 
from St. Oſith -299 
23 From the lame to his hearkes Mr. 
Hugh Penry, upon his marriage ib. 
24 From the ſame to Dr. Thomas Pri- 
chard, at Wincheſter Houſe 


00 
26 From the ſame to the Honourable Mr. 1 
John Savage (now Earl of Rivers,) 2 
Florence 
26 From the ſame to Dr. prichard — N 
27 From the ſame to his ee 
Couſin T. v. — 
28 From the ſame to Richard Altham, Eſq. 12 
29 From the ſame to Lady Jane en 
Marchioneſs of Wincheſte 303 
Sc. at Vork * 
31 From the ſame to Mr. Richard Leat ib. 
32 From the ſame to the Worſhipful Mr. 
Alderman of the Town of Rich- 
mond, and the reſt of the worthy | 
Members of that ancient Corporation 304 
33 From the ſame to the Right Honour- 
| able the Lady Scroop, Counteſs of 
Sunderland, from Starnford 


ib. 


John, at Chriſt Church College, in 

Oxford 305 
35 From the ſame to Sir Sa. e Trevor, 
Knight 306 
36 From the ſame to Captain | Tho. B. 

from York ib. 
37 From the ſame to Sir J. 8 "Koight 308 
38 From the ſame to his Father ib, 
39 From the ſame to his Brother Dr. 


Howell, at Jeſus College in Oxon 309 

40 From the lame to his Father, Mr Ben. 
Johnſon — — ib. 

41 From the ſame to Sir Ro Logram, 
in York 310 
42 From the ſame to R. 8. | Eſq. ib. 
43 From the ſamego Dr. H. W. ib. 
44 From the ſame to the ſame ib, 


45 From the ſame to D.C. hy at his 
houſe in Eſſex ib 
46 Frein the ſame to his Coulin: 1 P. at 


Mr. Conrandus's ih. 
47 From the ſame to his Father « Jit 
48 From the ſame to Lord Viſcount Rock- 
ſavage 312 
49 From the ſame to the noble Lady, the. 
Lady Cot * — — ib. 
50 From the ſame to Mr. E. b. ib. 
£1 From the ſame to the Right Rev. Dr. 
Field, Lord Biſhop * St. Davig's. ib. 
0 32 From: 


C 0 N F E N 1 . 


Letter, Page — | 
82 From ihe ame to his ed Friend, 92 From the 1 to John We, Eſq. at 
f Mrs. C. at her houſe in Eſſex 313 Petherton Park 3 
$3 From the ſume to Sir Edw. B. Knight ib. | 93 From the ſame to Sir K. D. 1 at Paris ib, 
$4 From the lame to Thomas Young, Eſq. 315 | g4 From the ſame to Mr. Thus More, 
6: From the ſame to Matter Thomas Adams 316 | at York | 337 
56 From James Howell, LI. to Mr. B. J. ib | gs From the ſame to Mr. W. B. id, 
87 From the ame to D. C. Efq. 317 | 96 From the ſame to Sir rer * 
$8 From the ſame to G G Eſq. at Rome ib. well, at the Hague 
9 From the ſame to Dr. T. P 318 | 9y From the ſame to "wh K. Ef. at 8. 
60 From che ſame to Mr T. W. 319 G:les's i 
61 From the ſame to Sir Thomas Hawk, 98 From the ſame to Mir e Crofts, < 
Knight — ib. Knight, near Lempſter 338 
61 Fiom the lame to his Couſin Mr. J. P. 99 From James Howell, Eſq. to 2771 ＋. 
A1 nt Graveſend ib. Morgan — 339 
63 From the ſame to his Nephew J. * at ioo From the ſame to the Right Re 
St. John's in Oxford — 320 able the Lady E. D. 
64 From the ſatge to the Right Honour- 101 From the ſame to the Lord Marquis 
able the Lady Elizabeth Digby ih. of Hartford — 34⁰ 
65 From the ſame to Sir Ed w. $1. Knight 321 | 102 From the ſame to Mr. R. Maynwaring 344 
66 From the ſame to Mr. E. S. Counſellor 103 From the ſame to Sir R. Williams, 
at the Middle Temple 322 Knight _ id, 
67 F.om the ſame to Mr R. B at Ipſwich ib. | 104 From the ſame te J. Sutton, Eſq. ib. 
68 From the ſame to the Right Honourable . | 105 From the ſame to the Lord Marquis 
the Lord of Cherbeiry 323 of Dorcheſter —— 343 
69 From the ſame to Maſter J. H. at St. 106 From the ſame to Mr R. Floyd 34; 
John's College in Cambridge ib. | 107 From the ſame to his reverend and 
70 From the ſame to Mr. E. O. Counſel- learned countryman, Mr. R. Jones ib. 
lor, at Gray's-Inn — ib. | 108 From the ſame to the Right Honour- 
71 From the fame to J. W. * in Gray*s- able the Lady E. Savage, afterwards 
Inn — 324 _ Counteſs Rivers — 346 
72 From the ſame to Mr. Tho. N ib. | 10g From the ſame to the Right Honour- : 
73 From the fame io Dr, D. Fe atley ' ib. able John Lord Say — ib, f 
14 From the ſame 40 his honoured Friend 110 From the ſame to Sir E. 8. | ib. 4 
| Sir S. C. — 325 | 111 From the {ſame to R. Davies, Eſq, 30 . 
5 75 From the ſame to Mader Seijcant D. 112 From the ſame to Mr. W. Price, at 4 
mt Lincoln's-lan — 3261 Oxon — — ib. « 
76 From the ſame to Maſter G. S one tb. | 113 From the ſame to Mr. R. Lee, in Ant- 4 
7) From the ſame to ] W. of Gray's- wer _ 34 - 
Inn, Ely. — ib 114 From the "oy to R Bowyer, Eq 349 - 
78 From the ſame to Sir r Thomas Luke, Ius From the ſame to Mr. T. C. at his 4 
Knight 327 houſe upon Tower Hill id, 4 
79 From the ſime to Mr. R. K. ib. | 116 From the ſame o T. Harris, Mu. id, : 
edo From the ſame to. Sir re Gr. Knight | | 1 5 
. an] Raronet 2 10 R ML 5 
From the ſame to Mr. R. Howard 28 | 5 
82 Frem the fame to Sir K D. at Rome By Mi, feellanems of early Date continued. 5 
- 63 From the tame to Sir K. D at his 1 Rady Ruſſell's Letter to the King 
hou le in St. Martin 5 we 320 (Chartes II.) — 351 
84 From the ſame to the Right Hon Fd- 2 Lady Ruſſel to Dr. Fitzwilliam 3;3 
ward Farl of Dorſet (Lord Chamber- * 3 From the ſame to Dr. Fitzwilliam 354 
0 lain o his Majeſty's Houtehoid, & c) 4 From the ſame to the fame 356 
4 21 Knowles — ib. s From the fame to the lame 2:6 
4 s From the ſame to Mr En. P. at Paris ib | 6 From the fame to the lame = N 
$6 From. the ſame to Mr. T. W. at P. 7 From the ſame to the lame 7 
Castile — 331 | 8 From the ſame to the ſame 35% 
From the fame to Mr. William Blois 332 | g From the fame to the ſame 3594 Wb 
8» Prom the tame to Henry Hopkins, Eq iv. | 1o Dr. Tilſotſon to l. ady Ruſſe | 300 
tg From the 1:me ta the Right Hon. tae 11 Lady Ruffil to Dr. Fitzwilliam ib. 
q Lori of O. — 333 | Fron the ſame to the ſame 35: 
= 60 Fru the ſame to the Right Hon. the 13 Lady Ruſſel to — 61 
* J. dy R.. D. 335 | 14 Dean Tillotſon to Lady Ruſſell 363 
Q1 From thy, ame to R B Eſq. at Crun- is Lady Ruſſell to the Dean of St Paul's 36; 
4 U — ib. | 16 Dean Tillotion to Lady Ruſſell 366 
b ; | 17 Lad) 


| Page 
| MR Pope to Mr. Wycherley 437 
2 From the {ame to the ame 438 
from the lame to the ſame ib, 
Wy 4 from the ſame to the lame 439 
rem the ſame to the lame 440 
5 From the ſame to the lame a. 1b. 
From the lame to the lame 44! 
8 From the ſame to the ſame 442 
From che ſame to the la ne ib. 
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17 Lady Ruſſell to Lady Sunderland 367 
18 The ſame to Dr. Fitzwilliam ib. 
19 Dean Tillotſon to Lady Ruſſell 361 


20 Lady Ruſſell to the Dean of St. Paul's 369 
21 Dean Tillotſon to Lady Ruſſell 370 
21 Lady Ruſſell to —— —— (ſuppoſed 
the Biſhop of Saliſbury) 372 
13 From the ſame to Lord Cavendiſh ib. 
24 Archbiſhop Tillotſon to Lady Ruſſell 373 
25 Lady Kuſſell to — (ſuppoſed 
Archbiſhop Tillotſon) ib. 
26 Lady Ruſſell to Queen Mary 374 
27 From the lame to Lady — — (ſup- 
poied Alington) — ib. 
18 From the ſame to — 375 
19 From the ſame to Dr. Fitzwilliam ib. 
30 From the ſame to Lady Ruſſell 376 
31 From the ſame to Lady Sunderland id, 
32 Archbiſhop Tillotſon to Lady Ruffell 3)7 
33 From the ſame to the lame ib, 
34 the Biſhop of Saliſbury to Lady Ruſſell 378 
35 Lady Ruſlell to King William 10. 
36 From the ame to (Rouvigny) Earl of 
Galway — — 379 
37 From the ſame to the lame ib, 
35 Biſhop vi Litchficld and Coventry to 


Lady Rufſeil — 380 
39 Mr. Locke to Mr. Molyneux 381 
40 From the {ame to the ſame 382 
4 Fromthe tame to the ſame 383 
42 Mr. Molyneux to Mr. Locke 384 


43 From the tame to the ſame ib, 


44 Mr. Locke to Mr. Molyneux 386 
45 Mr. Molyncux to M.. Locke 387 
45 Mr. Locke to Mr. Molyneux 358 


47 From the ſa1e to the ſame ib, 


43 From the ſame to the ſame 389 
4y Mr. Locke to Mr. Molyneux 391 
50 From the ſame io the ſame 392 
$1 Mr Molyneux to Mr. Locke 393 


52 Mr Locke to Mr. Molyneux ib. 


$3 Mr. Molyneux to Mr. Locke 394 
54 Mr. Locke to Mr. Molyneux ib. 
55 Fiom the fame to the lame / 395 
56 Fiom the ſame to the fame ib. 
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57 From the ſame to the ſame 346 
$8 From the ſame to the ſame 397 
59 Mr. Molyneux to Mr. Locke 393 
60 Mr, Locke to Mr. Molyneux id; 
6i Mr. Locke to Mr. Burridge 399 
62 Dr. Molyneux to Mr, Locke ib. 
63 From the ſame to the ſame ib, 
64 Mr. Locke to Dr. Molyneux ib. 
65 Dr. Molyneux to Mr. Locke 400 
66 From the ſame to the ſame ib, 
67 Mr, Locke to Ur. Molyneux ib. 
68 Dr. Molyneux to Mr. Locke 401 
69 Mr. Locke to Dr. Molyneux 401 
70 From Lord Shaſteſbury to — ib. 
71 From the lame to the lame 403 
72 From the ſame o the ſame 404 
73 From che ſame to the ſame 495 
74 From the ſame to the lame 407 
75 From the lame to the ſame 419 
76 From the ſame to the lame 4il 
77 From the ſame to the lame 412 
78 From the ſaine to the ane ib. 
79 Lord Shatteſbury to Robert Moleſ- . 
worth Eſq. — 413 
80 From the ſame to the ſame 414 
81 From the lame to the ſame 416 
82 From the tame to the ſame 417 
83 From the lame to the ſame 418 
84 From the tame to the ſame 419 
85 From the ſame to the ſame 440 
86 From the ſame to the ſame 422 
87 From the ſame to the ſame 423 
88 From the lame to the ſame 425 
89 F.om the lame to the ſame 427 
go From the ſame to the (ame ib, 
91 From the (me to the tame 428 
92 Fiom the ſame to the lame 429 
93 From Sir John Cropley to —— 430 
94 From the ſame to the lame 431 
95 Lord Shafteſbury to Loid ® ® ib, 
96 Extract oi 4 letter from the Earl of 
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12 Mr. Pope to Mr. Waiſh 
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14 Mr. Pope to H. Cromwell, Eq. 


1; Fiom the lame to the ſame 
16 F-»m the ſame to the ſame 
17 From the ſame to the tame 
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20 Fiom the ſame to the ſame 
21 From the ſame to the fame 
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22 Prom the ſame to the ſame 
23 From the ame to the ſame 
24 From the lame to the ſame 
26 From the ſame to the ſame 
i From the ſame to the ſame 
29 From the ſame, to the ſame 
8 . the ſame to the ſame 
29 From the ſame to the ſame 
30 From the ſame to the ſame 
31 From the ſame to the ſame 
32 From the ſame to the ſame 
33 From the ſame to the lame 
34 From the ſame to the ſame 
35 Fron the ſame to the ſame 
36 From the (ame to the ſame 
37 From the ſame to the ſame 
38 Mr. Pope to Sir William Trumbull 
39 From the ſame to the ſame 
40 From the lame to the ſame 
41'Mr. Pope to the Hon, J. C. Eſq. 
42 From the {ame to the ſame | 
43 From the ſame to the ſame 
44 Mr. Pope to Mr. Lanſdown | 
46 Mr. Pope to the Hon. J. C. Efq. ib. 
46 From the ſame to the ſame 472 
47 Mr. Pope n General Anthony Hamilton ib. 
48 Mr. Steele to Mr. Pope 
49 Mr. Pope to Mr. Steele 
go From the ſame to the [ame 
zg1 From the ſame to the ſame 
52 Mr. Steele to Mr. Pope 
e3 Mr. Pope to Mr. Steele 
4 From the ſame to the ſame 
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56 Mr. Pope to Mr. Steele 
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£9 From the ſame to the ame 
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61 From the (ame to the lame 
62 From the ſame to the ſame 
63 From the ſame to the ſame 
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6; Mr, Pope to the Hon, —— }. 
66 From the fame to the ſame 
67 Mr. Pope to Mr, Jervas 
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87 Mr. Pope to the Duke of Buckingham — 

85 The Duke of Buckingham to Mr. Pope $00 

89 Mr. Pope tothe Duke of Buckingham 502 

go Dr. Aibuthnot to Mr. Pope 

91 Mr. Pope to Dr. Arbuthnot 

yz Mr, Pope te the Earl of Oxford 

9 The Earl of Oxford to Mr. Pope 

94 Mr. Pope to Edward Blount, Eiq. 

95s Edward Blount, Eſq. to Mr. Pope 

96 From the ſame to the fame 

97 Mr. Pope to Edward Blount, Eſq. 

98 From the lame to the lame 

99 From the fame to the ſame 

100 Edward Blount, Eſq. to Mr. Pope 

101 Mr. Pope to Edward Blount, Eſq. 

102 From the ſame to the ſame 

103 From the ſame to the ſame 

104 From the ſame to the ſame 

10; From the ſame to the ſame , 

106 From the ſame to the ſame 

107 From the ſame to the ſame 

105 F om the ſame to the ſame 

109 Mr. Pope to the Hon. Robert Digby g15 

110 From the ſame to the lame 516 

111 Mr, Digby to Mr. Pope ib. 
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1 114 From the ſame to the ſame 
115 Mr. Pope te Mr. Digby 
116 Mr. Digby to Mr. Pope 
117 From the tame to the ſame 
118 Mr. Pope to Mr. Digby 
119 From the ſame to the lame 
120 From the ſame to the ſame 
121 From the lame to the ſame 
122 Mr. Digby to Mr. Pope 
123 Mr Pope to Mr. Digby 
124 From the ſame to the ſame 
125 From the ſame to the ſame jb. 
126 Mr. Pope to Mr. Digby $25 
127 The Biſhop of Rocheſter (Dr. Atter- 
bury) to Mr. Pope | id 
128 The Biſhop ot Rocheſter to Mr 
129 From the lame to the ſame 


Pope 516 
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130 Mr. Pope to the Biſhop of Rocheſter 57) 


131 From the ſane to the ſame 578 
132 The Biſhop of Rocheſter to Mr. Pope 529 
133 From the ſame to the ſame £30 
134 Lord Chancellor Harcourt to Mr Pope ib. 
133 The Biſhop of Rocheſter to Mr. Pope 53' 
136 Fiom the ſame to the ſame 637 
137 Mr. Pope to the Biſhop of Rocheſter $33 
135 The Bithop of Rocheſter to Mr. Pope id. 
139 Mr. Pope to the Biſhop of Rocheſter id 
140 The Bp of Rocheſter to Mr. Pope 530 
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147 From the ſame to the ſame xi &6 38 
148 Mr. Pope to the Biſhop of Rocheſter ib. 
149 From the ſame to the ſame £39 
150 The Biſhop of Rocheſter to Mr, Pope 540 
1;1 From the ſame to the ſame 541 
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Dr. Swift to Mils Jane Waryng $43 

2 Dr. Thomas Rundie to Joteph Taylor, 
Elq. hy 545 

3 Dr. Thomas Rundle to the Reverend 
Dean Claike — 947 
4 Dr. Thomas Rundle to Mrs. Sandys 548 
«5 From the ſame to the lame 549 
6 From the ſame to the ſame ib. 
From the ſame to the ſame $50 
8 Frem the lame to the ſame 881 
9 From the ſame to the ſame $63 
10 From the ſame to the ſame ib, 
411 From the lame to the ſame 885 
12 Ho the ſame to the ſame $56 
13 From the ſame to the ſame ib. 
14 From the ſame to the ſame | $57 
1; From the ſame to the ſame 658 
16 From the ſame to the ſame | ib. 
Frem the ſame to the ſame 569 
18 From the lame to the ſame $60 
9 From the lame to the ſame 562 
- 20 Frum the ame to the fame 563 
21 From the tame to the fame. 5 564 
22 From the ſame to the ſame 565 
23 From the lame to tne lame _—_ 
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141 Mr. Pope to the Biſhop of Rocheſter 534 
142 The Biſhop of Rocheſter to Mr. Pope $35 
143 From the ſame to the ſame ib. 


144 From the ſame to the ſame 


536 
145 Mr. Pope to the Biſhop of Rocheſter 337 


146 The Biſhop of Rocheſter to Mr, Pope ib. 


2 Fom Miſs Talbot to a new born 
child, danghterof Mr, John Talbot, 
ſon of the Lord Chancellor 867 

25 Dr. Thomas Rundle to Archdeacon S. ib. 

26 Dr. Herring to William Duncombe, Eſq. $68 


27 From the ſame to the ſame. 569 
28 From the ſame to the ſame ib. 
29 From the ſame to the fame 870 
30 From the ſame to the ſame ib. 
31 From the ſame to the ſame 871 
32 From the (ame to the ſame 572 
33 From the ſame to the ſame _ +. i 
34 From the ſame to the ſame ib, 
3s From the ſame to the ſame | 873 
36 Dr, Herring to William Duncombe, 
Lag. — — $74 
37 From tlie ſame to the ſame 675 


35 From the ſame to the ſame 5 

39 Extra of à Letter Hom Mr. Drn- 
combe to Ar chbiſnop Herring 877 

40 Archbiſhop Herring te William Don- 


76 


combe, Eſq. now” 578 
41 From the ſame to the ſame £ ib. 
43 From the tame to the ſame - $79 
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43 From the ſame to the ſame . 579 
44 From the ſame to the ſame 8580 
45 From the ſame to the ſame ib. 


46 Archbiſhop Herring tv the Rev. Mr. 
Whiſton — — 81 
47 Archbiſhop Herring to the Rev. Dr. . 


Benſon ib. 
48 Archbiſhop Herring to W. Duncombe, 

Eſq. — — ib. 
49 From the ſame to the ſamne $82 
zo From the ſame to the ſame Ss 7 
£1 From the ſame to the ſame ib. 
52 From the ſame to the ſame jb. 

sz From the ſame to the ſame 583 

54 From the ſame to the ſame ib. 
35 From the ſame to the ſame 584 
86 From the ſame to the ſame _- ib. 
57 From the ſame to the ſame 585 
58 Dr. Thomas Secker to Dr. Iſaac Waits ib. 
£9 From the ſame to the ſame = $87 
60 From the ſame to the lame ib, 
61 From the ſame to the ſame ib. 
62 Dr. Joſiah Hort, Archbiſhop of Tuam, 

to Dr. Iſaac Watts — 58 
63 Dr. Edmund Gibſon, Biſhop of Lon- 

don, to Dr. Iſaac Waits — ib. 
64 From the ſame to tie ſame 889 
65 From the ſame to the ſame ib. 
66 From the ſame to the ſame ib, 
67 From the ſame to the ſame ib. 
68 From the ſame to the ſame 599 
69 From the ſame to the ſame ib. 


70 Frances Counteſs of Hartford, aſter- 


wards Dutcheis of Somerſet, to DO“ l. 

Iſaac Watts — ib. 
71 From the ſame to the ſame 891 
7 From the ſame to the ſame 592 
73 From the ſame to the ſame 1 
74 From the ſame to the ſame ML 
75 From the ſame to the ſame ib. 
76 From the ſame to the ſame 593 
77 From the ſame to the ſame | ib. 
78 From the ſame to the ſame 894 
79 From the ſame to the ſame 595 
go From the ſame to the ſame ib. 
81 From the ſame to the ſame 898 
82 From the ſame to the ſame -— 
83 From the ſame to the ſame $97 
84 From the ſame to the ſame id. 
85 From the ſame to the ſame 598 
86 From the ſame to the ſame ib. 
87 From the ſame to the fame 899 
88 From the ſame to the ſame ib, 
89 From the ſame to the ſame 600 
go From the ſame to the ſame id, 
91 Lord Barrington to Dr. Iſaac Watts ib. 
92 From the ſame tothe ſame _ 601 
93 From the ſame to the ſame | ib. 
94 Mr. John Locke to Mr. Samuel Bold, 


* 602 
95 Dr. Tillotſon, Dean of Canterbury, (af- 
terwards Archbiſhop), to a Friend, 
who lay very ill of a languiſhing dil- 
temper whereof be died — 604 
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96 Mrs. Rowe to her Mother So. 
97 Archbiſhop Herring to William Dun- 


corbe, Elq. ib. 
98 M. de Voltaire to the Author of the 
Dialogues of the Dead 605 
Aniwer — — ib 
99 Mr. P— at B—, to Mr. d. 
100 M, —— at Francfort upon the Maine, 
to M, — at the Hague 609 
101 From the King of Pruſſia, in his own 
nand, to M. Voltaire — ib. 


102 M. Voltaire to Madam Denis, his © 
Niece 610 

103 The Right Honourable Horace Wal- 
pole, afterwards Lord > Bi _— 


Friend in Holland 611 
104 Sir Robert Walpole, Earl of f Orford, 

after his retirement, to General 

Churchill — 613 


tog Lady Hertiord (afterwards Dutcheſs of 
Somerlet) to the Hon. Mrs. Knight 614 | 
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} R. Shenſtone to a 54 627 
Mr. Shenſtone to Mr. Jago, on 

the death of his Father 626 

3 Mr. Shciltune to Mr. Reynolds 629 


4 Mr. Shenſtone to Mr „on his tak. 
ing Orders in the Church * 630 
5 Mr. Shenſtone to a Friend, expreſſing 
his DifſatisfaQtion at the Manner of 
Lite in which he is engaged ib. 
6 Mr. Shenſtone to Mr. ——, with an In- 
| vitation tu «accompany him to Town 631 
From the ame to the fame tb, 
8 Vir, Shenit ne to Mr Graves, on Be- 
nevolence and Friendſhip 
9 From the ſame to the ſame 
10 From the ſame to the ſame, written in 
Hay-Harveſt 634 
11 From the tame to the ſame, aſter the 
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Diſappointment of a Viſii ib, 
12 From the ſame to the ſame, with 

- Thoughts cn Advice 635 
13 From the {ame to the fame 636 
14 From the ſame to the ſame 637 
15 Mr. Shenſtone to Mr. Jago 658 
16 Mr. Shenſtone to Mr. —— on his 

Marriage 639 


17 Mr. Shenſtone to Mr. Jago, with an 
Invitation to The lc wes 640 
18 Mr, Shenſtone to a Friend, diſappoint- 
ing him of a Vint 641 
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633] 


19 Mr. Sbenſtone to Mr, Jago 
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106 Counteſs of Hertford to Lady 3 
„ id, 
107 From the ſame to the ſame 615 
108 Dutcheſs of Somerſet to Lady Lux- 
borough 616 
log From — ſame to the ſame 618 
11 From the lame to the ſame | 619 
111 From the ſame to the {ame 620 
112 Dutcheſs of Somerſet to W. Shen- 
ſtone, Eſq. 621 
113 Dutcheſs of Somerſet to Lady Lux- 
borough 624 
114 Dutcheſs of Somerſet to W. Shen- 
ſtone, Eſq. 623 
[15 Dutcheſs of Somerſet to Lady Lux- 
borough - ib. 
116 Ease of Hertford to Dr. Burnet, 
occaſioned by ſome Meditations the 
Doctor ſent her, upon the death of 
her ys Lord Beauchamp 


614 
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20 Mr, YES" to — 3 Eſq. — 
21 Mr. Shenſtone to Mr. Graves on the 
Death of Mr. Shenſtone's Brother 643 
22 Mr. Shenſtone to C—. W, Eg. 644 
23 Mr. Shenſtone to Mr. G, on the Re- 
ceipt of his Picture 
24 Mr. She nitone to Mr. Jago 
25 From the ſame to the lame 
20 Mr. Shenſtone to Mr. Graves, on the 
Death of Mr. Wh'itler _ 648 
27 From the lame to the iame, on hear- 
ing that his Letters to Mr. Whittler 
were deſtroyed _. 649 
Mr. Weſt to Mr. Cray 650 
Mr, Gray to Mr. Weit ib. 
Mr. Won to Mr. Gray 651 
Mr, Gay te Mr. Weſt td, 
Mr Wett to Mr Gray \ 652 
Mr. Gray o Mr. Walpole 
Mr. Weit to Mr. Gray > 
Mr. Gray to Mr. Weſt 
Mr*Gray to Mr. Walpole 
From the ſame to the ſame 
Mr. Weſt to Mr. Gray 
From the fame to. the ſame 
Mr. Gray to Mr. Walpole 
Mr. Cray to Mr. Weſt 
Mr. Welt to Mr. Gray 
From the tame to the lame 
From the ſame ag the tame * 
Mr. Gray to Mr. Welt 
46 From the ſame to the ſame 
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47 Mr. Weſt to Mr. Gray — 
48 Mr. Gray to Mr. Weſt — 
49 Mr. Weſt to Mr. Gray . — 
co Mr. Cray to Mr. Welt — 
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31 Mr. Weſt to Mr. Gra — 661 
2 Mr. Gray to Mr. We — 
53 Mr, Gray to Dr. Wharton 662 
$4 From the ſame to the ſame 663 
$5 From the ſame to the ſame ib. 
$6 Mr. Gray to Mr. Walpole _ 664 
57 From the {ame to the ſame 665 
88 Mr, Gray to Dr. Wharton 666 
89 From the ſame to the ſame id. 
60 From the ſame to the ſame 667 
61 From the ſame to the ſame ib. 
62 Mr. Gray to Dr. Wharton 668 
63 Mr. Gray to his Mother ib, 
| 64 Mr. Gray to Dr. Wharton — 66g 
65 Mr. Gray to Mr Walpole ib. 
66 Mr. Gray to Dr. Wharton 670 
64 Mr. Gray to Mr. Walpole ib, 
68 Mr, Gray to Mr. Maſon 671 
69 Mr Gray to Dr. Wharton ib. 
70 From the ſame to the ſame 672 
71 From the ſame to the ſame ib. 
71 From the ſame to the ſame 673 
73 Me. Gray to Mr. Maſon — 674 
74 From the ſame to the ſame ib, 
75 Mr. Gray to Mr, Hurd — 678 
76 Mr. Gray to Mr. Malton — 676 
77 Mr. Gray to Dr. Wharton 677 
78 From the ſame to the ſame ib. 
79 Mr. Gray to Mr. Stonhewer 678 
do Mr. Gray to Dr. Wharton ib, 
81 Mr. Gray to Mr. Palgrave 679 
82 From the ſame to the ſame 680 
83 Mr. Gray to Dr. Wharton ib. 
84 Mr Gray to Mr. Stonhewer 681 
8g Mr. Gray to Dr. Clarke — 682 
86 Mr. Gray to Mr, Maſon — 683 
87 Mr, Gray to Dr. Wharton ib. 
8 Mr. Gray to Mr, Maſon C84 
8g Mr. Gray to, Dr. Wharton ib, 
go From the fame to the ſame 685 
91 Mr. Gray to Mr. Maſon . ib. 
92 Mr. Griy to Mr, Beattie ib. 
93 Mr. Gray tothe Duke of Grafton 686 
94 Mr, Gray to Mr. Ni holls _ ib. 
95 Mr. Gray to Mr. Beattie — 687 
96 Mr. Grey to Mr, Nicholls ib. 
97 From the ſame to the fame 688 
From the ſame to the ſame 63g 
9% Mr. Gray to Mr. Beattie — 699 
100 Mr. Gray to Mr, Nicholls ib. 
| 101 Mr. Gray to Dr Wharton. 691 
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Others. 


i Mr Sterne to Mils L. 
2 M. Sterne to Mrs, F 
3 Vir. Sterne to I H- S—, Eſq. ib, 
& Frum the ſame to the fame 694 
65 Mr Sterne 10 Lady — 695 


6 Me. Sterne to David Garrick, Eſq. ib. 


7 Mr. S'er.e to l. ady D . Ge 
S Mir. Sterne to Mrs. Sterne, Lock ib 
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9 From the ſame to the ſame 697 
10 Mr. Sterne to Lady D. ib. 
11 Mr. Sterne to Mr. E. | 698 
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From the Letters of MARCUS TULLIUS CICERO, to ſeveral 
of his Friends, as tranſlated by WILLIAM MELMoTH, Eſq. 


LETTER I. 


To Terentia, to my dearęſi Tullia, and to 
„„ 


Brundifium, April the 3oth. [A. U. 6gs.] 
I* you do not hear from me ſo. fre- 

quently as you might, it is becauſe I 
can neither write to you, nor read your 
letters, without falling into greater grief 
than Jam able to ſupport: for though I 
am. at all times indeed completely mi- 
ſerable, yet I feel my misfortunes with 
a particular* ſenſibility upon thoſe ten- 


| der occaſions. 


Oh! that I had been more indifferent 
to life! Our days would then have been, 


if not wholly unacquainted with ſorrow, 
yet by no means thus wretched. How- 


ever, if any hopes are ſtil] reſerved to us 
of recovering ſome part at leaſt of what 
we have loſt, I ſhall not think that I have 
made altogether ſo imprudent a choice, 
But if our preſent fate is unalterabl 
fred Ah! my deareſt Terentia, if we 
are utterly and for ever abandoned by 
thoſe gods whom you have ſo religiouſly 
adored, and by thoſe men whom I have 
o faithfully ſerved ; let me ſee you as 
ſoon as poſſible, that I may have the ſa- 
tisfaRtion of breathing out my laſt de- 
parting ſigh in your arms, 


LETTERS. 


| I have ſpent about a fortnight at this 
lace &, with my friend Marcus Flaccus. 
is worthy man did not ſcruple to ex- 


erciſe the rites of friendſhip and hoſpi- 


tality towards me, notwithſtanding the 
ſevere penalties of that iniquitous law 
againſt thoſe who — 1 venture to give 
me reception ꝓ. May I one day have it 
in my power to make him a return to 
thoſe generous ſervices, which I ſhall 
ever moſt gratefully remember. | 
I am juſt going to embark, and pur- 
poſe to paſs through Macedonia in my 
way to Cyzicum J. And now, my Te- 
rentia, thus wretched and ruined as Lam, 
can I entreat you under all that weight of 
E and ſorrow with which, I too well 
now, you are oppreſſed, can I intreat 
you to be*the partner and companion of 


* Rrundifium': a maritime town in the king- 
dom of Naples, now called Briadifi. Cicero, 
when he firſt withdrew from Rome, intended 
to have retired into Sicily; but being denied 
entrance by the governor of that iſland, he 
changed his direction and came to Brundifiura 
on his way to Greece. Pre Plasc. 40, 41. 

+ As ſoon as Cicero had withdrawn from 
Rome, Clodius procured 2 law, which amoag 
other articles enacted, no perſon ſhould pre- 
„ ſume to harbour or receive him on pain of 
„death.“ Life of Cic. i. 364. - | | 

TA conſiderable town in an iſland of the 
Propontis, which lay ſo cloſe to the continent 
of Aſia as to be joined with it by a bridges. 

B my 


my exile ? But muſt I then live without 

ou? I know fiot how to reconcile my- 
{elf to that hard condition; unleſs your 
preſence at Rome may be a mean of for- 
ward ing my return: if any hopes of that 
kind ſhould indeed ſubſiſt. But ſhould 
there, as 1 ſadly a be abſolutely 
none; come to me, I conjure you, if it 
be poſſible : for never can | think myſelf 
completely ruined, whiltt I ſhall enjoy 
my Terentia's company. But how will 
my deareſt daughter diſpoſe of herſelf? 
A queſtion which you yourſelves muſt 
conſider: for as to my own part, I am 
utterly at a loſs what to adviſe. At all 
events, however, that dear unhappy girl 


muſt not take any meaſures that m y in- 


jure her conjugal AR. * or affect her in 
the good opinion of the world, As for 
my ſon—let me not at leaſt be deprived 
. of the conſolation of folding him for ever 
in my arms. But I mult lay down my 
n a few moments: my tears flow too 
ait to ſuffer me to proceed. 

lam under the utmoſt ſolicitude, as T 
know not whether you have been able to 
| r any part of your eſtate, or (what 
I ſadly fear) are cruelly robbed of your 
whole fortune, —l bope Piſo+willalways 
continue, what you' repreſent him to be, 
entirely ours. As to the manumiſſion of 
the ſla ves; I think you have no occaſion 
to be uneaſy. For with regard to your 
own, you only promiſed them their li- 
berty as they ſhould deſerve it: but ex- 
cepting Orpheus, there are none of them 
that have any great claim to this favour, 
As to mine, I told them, if my eſtate 
ſhould be forfeited, I would give them 
their freedom, provided. I could obtain 
the confirmation of that grant: but if I 
| preſecyed my eſtate, that they ſhould all 
of them, excepting only a few whom I 
particularly named, remain in their pre- 
ſent condition, Hut this is a, matter of 

lutle conſtquence. | 
With regard to the advice you give me 
of keeping up my. pirits, in the belief 
that I ſha!lagain be reitored to my coun- 
try; I only wiih that I may have reafon 
to encourage {o delirable an exp<Qation, 
In the wean time, I am greatly miſer- 
able, in the uncertain'y when 1 ſhall hear 
from vou, or what hand you will find to 


*® Tuyliia was at this time married to Caius 


Pifo Fing: ; a young nobleman of one of the 


beſt families in Rome. 
+ Cicers's lon in- law. mentioned ia the la 
acte. ; 
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faithful and beſt of wifes! Adieu. 


| Theſſalonica t. Og che sth. [A. U. 695 'S 


convey your letters. I would have waited 
for them at this place ; but the maſter of 
the ſhip on which Lam going to embark, 
could not be prevailed upon to loſe the 
preſent opportunity of ſailing; 

For the reſt, let me conjure you in y 
turn, to bear up under the preſfure ofour 
alflictions with as much reſolution as poſ- 
ſible. Remember that my days have all 
been honourable; and that I now ſuffer, 
not for my crimes but my virtues, No, 
my Terentia, nothing can juſtly be im- 
puted to me, but that I ſurvived the loſs 
of my dignities. However, if it was 
more agreeable to our children that J 
ſhould thus live, let that reflection teach 
us to ſubmit to our misfortunes with 
cheerfulneſs ; inſupportable as upon all 
other conſiderations hy would undoubt- 
edly be. But alas, whilſt I am endea- 
vouring. to. keep up your ſpirits, I am 
utterly unable to preſerve my own !. 

I have ſent back the faithful Philetæ- 
rus: as the weakneſs of his eyes made 
him incapable of rendering, me any ſer- 
vice. Nothing can equal the good offices 
I receive from Salluſtius. Peſcennius 
likewiſe has gen me ſtrony marks of 
his affection: and I hope he will not fail 
in his reſpect alſo to you. Sicca pro- 
miſed to attend me in my exile} but he 
changed his mind, and has left me at thi 
Place. f WEE ; 

1 intreat you to take all poſſible care of 
your health : and be aſſured, your miſ- 
fortunes more ſenſibly affect me than my 
own. Adieu, my Terentia, thou molt 
And 
thou my deareſt daughter, together with 
tnat other conſolation of my life, my dear 
ſon, I bid you both moſt tenderly fare- 


wel. 


i 88 
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LETTER I. 


To Terentia, to my deareſt Tullia, and ts 
' my Son. | | 


„% 7 — „ 


bee NE not, wy Terentia, that 
write longer letters to others than to 
yourſelf: be aſſured at leaſt, ifever I do, 7 
it is merely becauſe thoſe I receive from t 
them require a more particular anſwe"- | x 
The truth of it is, I am always at a 10 b 
what to write: and as there is nothing !® 
the preſent dejection of my mind, that | 


T A city in Macedonis, cow called vl aich. t 
Th 4 | perform 


k * 


Sect. I. 


perform with greater reluctance in ge- 
neral ; ſo 1 never attempt it with regard 
to you and my deareſt daughter, that at 
| does not coſt me a flood of tears. For 
| how can I think of you without being 
| pierced with grick iy the reflection, that 
have made thoſe e@mpletely miſerable, 
'whom I ought, and wiſhed, to have ren- 
zred perfectly happy? And 1 ſhould 
have rendered them ſo, if I had acted 
with leſs timidity. 

Piſo's behaviour towards us in this ſea- 
ſon of our afflictions, has greatly endear- 
ed him to my heart: and | have, as well 
as [was able in the preſent diſcompoſure 

| of wy mind, both acknowledged bis 
good offices and exhorted him to conti- 
nue them. i pe 

1 perceive you depend much upon the 
new.tribunes : and if Pompey perſeveres 
in his preſent diſpoſition, I am inclined to 
think that your hopes will not be diſap- 
pointed; though I muſt confeſs, | have 
ſome fears with reſpect to Craſlus. In 
the mean while I have the ſatisfaction to 
bnd, what indeed I had reaſon to expect, 
that you act with great ſpirit and tender- 
neſs in all my concerns. But I lament it 
ſhould be my cruel fate to expoſe you to 

| ſo many calamities, whilit you are thus 
generouſly endeavouring to eaſe the 
weight of mine. Be aſſured it was with 
the utmoſt grief I read the account which 
Publius ſent me, of the opprobrious man- 
ner in which you were dragged from the 
tewple of Veſta, tothe office of Valerius“. 
Sed reverſe indeed! that thou, the 
deareſt object of my fondeſt defires, that 
ny Terentia, ta whom ſuch numbers 
were wont to look up for relief, ſhould 
be herſelf a ſpectacle ofthe moſt affecting 
cilireſs! and that I, who have ſaved ſo 
many others from ruin, ſhould have 


ruined both myſelf and- my family by 


my own indiſcretion ! 

A 10 what you mention with regard 
t5 'hEarea belonging to my houſe, | 
ita}! Never looh upon myſelf as reſtored 
to my country until that ſpot of ground 
again in my poſſeſſion . But this is a 


TFerenia had taken ſanctuaty in the tem- 

Fi If Vetta, but was o cibly dragged out from 

tence by the directions ot Clodtus, in order 

| nh» examined at a public office, concerning 
der huſband's effeds. Mr, Roje. 


1 After Codus dad procutedthe law againft * 
(ice aeady taken gutice of, he contecrated * 


the ez where his houſe in Rome food, tn 
tne perpetya {ervice 0 religion, and erected a4 
irmple uponit:othe guddeſs Liberty. Life of Cic, 


A neat 9: --" 


point that does nat depend upon our- 
ſelves. Let me racher expreſ my con- 
cern for what does; and lament that, diſ- 
treſſed as your circumſtances already are, 
you ſhould engage yourſelf in a 2 
thoſe expences which are incurred upo 
my account. Be aſſured, if ever I ſhould 
return to Rome, I ſhall eaſily recover my 
eſtate : but ſhould fortune continue to 
rſecute me, will you, thou dear un- 
ED woman, will you fondly throw 
away in gaining friends to a deſperate 
cauſe, the laſt ſcanty remains of your 
broken fortunes? I conjure you then, ” 
deareſt Terentia, not to involve yourſelf 
in any charges of that kind: let them be 
borne by thoſe who are able, if they ace 
willing, to ſupport the weight. In a 
word, if you have any affection for me, 
let not your anxiety upon my accaunt in- 
jure your health: which, alas! is already 
but too much impaired. Believe me, you 
are the perpetual ſubje& of wy waking 


and fleeping thoughts: and as I know 


the afliduity you exert. in my behalf, 1 
have a thouſand fears leſt your ſtrength 
ſhould not be equal to ſo continued a ta- 
tigue. 1 am ſenſible at the ſame time, 
that my affairs dependentirely upon your 
aſſiſtance: and therefore that they may be 
attended with the ſucceſs you hope and ſo 
zealouſly endeavour to obtain, let me 
earneſtly intreat you to take care of your 
health. 
I know not whom towrite to, unleſs to 


. thoſe who ficlt write to me, or whom you 


particularly mention in your lettors,—As 

you and Tullia areofapgmion that I ſhould 

not retreat farther from Italy, I have laid 
aſide that deſign. Let me hear from you 

both as often as poſſible, particularly if 
there mould be any fairer proſpect of my 

return, Farewel, ye deareſſ objects of 
my molt tender affection. Fare wel! 


LET .. 


To Terentia, io my dearef? Tullia, and to 
my Son. | | 
Dyrrackinm r, Nov. 26. A. U. 6gc.] _ 
LEARN by the letters of ſeveral of my 
triends, as well as from general report, 
that you dricover the greateſt fortitude of 


} A city in Macedonia, now called Duras- 
de, in the Trrkiſh donnpions This ict cr, 


though dated fam © By:irachium, appears to 
have been wholly written, except the 'poſt- 
ſcript, at Thetlalonica. 


B 2 


mind, 


unwearied application. 
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mind, and that you ſolicit my affairs with 
, my Te- 
rentia, how truly wretched am I. to be 


the occaſion of ſuch ſevere misfortunes to 


Fo faithful, ſo generous, and ſo excellent 
a woman! And my deareſt T'ullia too! 
That ſhe who was once ſo happy in her 
father, ſhould now derive from him ſuch 
bitter forrows ! But how ſhall 1 expreſs 
the anguiſh | feel for my little boy! who 
became acquainted with grief as ſoon as 
he was capable of any reflection“. Had 
theſe afflitions happened, as you ten- 


derly repreſent them, by an unavoidable 


fate, they would have fat leſs heavy on 
my heart. But they are altogether 
owing to my own folly in imagining 1 
was loved where I was ſecretly envied, 
and in not joining with thoſe who were 
fincerely 4 of my friendſhipÞ. Had 
I been governed, indeed, by my own 
ſentiments, without relyjng ſo much on 
thoſe of my weak or wicked adviſers, we 
might ſtill, my Terentia, have been hap- 
Py. However, fince my friends encour- 


age mie to hope, I will endeavour to 


* 


reſtrain my grief, leſt the effect it may 


have upon my health ſhould diſappoint 
your tender efforts for my reſtoration. I 
am ſenſible at the fametime, of the many 
difficulties that muſt be conquered ere 


that point can be effected; and that it 


would have been much eaſier to have 
maintained my poſt, than it is to recover 
ir. Nevertheleſs, if all the tribunes are 
in my intereſt ; if Lentulus is really as 
zealous in wy cauſe as he appears; and 


if Pompey and Cæſar likewiſe concur. 


with him in the ſame views, I ought not, 
moſt certainty, to deſpair. ' 1 © 
With regard to our fiaves; I am wil- 
ling to act as our friends, vou tell me, ad 
viſe. As to your concern in reſpect to 
the plague which broke out here; it is 
entirely ceaſed : and LI had the good for- 
tune to eſcape all infection. However, it 
was my defire to have changed my pre- 
ſent ſituation for ſome more retired place 
in Epirus, where I might be ſecure from 
Pifo and his ſoldiers J. But the obliging 


Cicero's ſon was at this time about eight 
years of age. /Mannt. 


+ Czſar and Craſſus frequently folicited - 


Cicero to unite himfelf to their party, promiſ- 
ing to protect him from the outrages of Clo- 
dius, provided he would fall in with their 
meaſures. Life of Cic. 1. 288 316 ge ed. 

- tf Uncius Calrhurnius Pifo, who was conſul 
this year with Gabinius : they were both the 
profeſſed enemies of Cicero, and ſupported 


Clodius in his violent mea ures. TheEp ovince 


Plancius was unwilling to part with me; 
and ſtill indeed detains me here in the 


hope that we may return together to | 
Rome . If ever | ſhould live to ſee that | 


happy day ; if ever I ſhould be reſtored 
to my Terentia, toguy children, and ty 
myſelf, I ſhall think all the tender oli. 
citudes we have ſuffered during this ſad 
ſeparation, abundantly repaid. 
Nothing can exceed the affection and 


humanity of Piſo's 5 behaviour towards | 


every one of us: and I wiſh he may re- 
ceive from it as much ſatisfaction, as l 
am perſuaded he will honour, —l was far 
from intending to blame you with reſ 
to my brother: but it is much mydefire, 
eſpecially as there are ſo few of you, that 
you ſhould live together in the moſt per- 
fect harmony.—l have made my acknoy- 
ledgments where you defired, and ac- 
quainted the perſons you mention, that 
you had informed me of their ſervices, 
As to the eſtate you propoſe to ſell; 


alas! my dear Terentia, think well of 


the conſequence : think what would- be- 


come of our unhappy boy, ſhould for- 


tune ſlill continue to perſecute us. But 
my eyes ſtream too Ka to ſuffer me to 
add more: nor would I draw the ſame 
tender flood from yours. I will only fay, 
that if my fiiends ſhould fot deſert me, | 
ſhall be in no diſtreſs for money: and if 
they ſhould, the money you can raiſe by 
the ſale of this eſtate will little avail, [ 
conjure you then by all our misfortunes, 
let us not abſolutely ruin our poor boy, 
who 1s well-nigh totally undone already. 
If we can but raift him above indigence, 
a moderate ſhare of good fortune and 
merit will be ſufficient toopen his wayto 
whatever elſe we can wiſh him to obtain. 
Take care of your health, and let we 
know by an expreſs how your negocia- 
tions proceed, and how affairs in general 


ſtand. My fate muſt now be ſoon deter- 


of Macedonia had fallen to the former, and he 
was now Pprepar ng to ſet out for his govert- 
ment, where bis troops were daily arriving 
Cicero has delineated the characters at lag 
of theſe coniuls in ſeve al of his orations : bet 
he has in two words given the moft odiout 
picture of ben that exaſperated eloquent 
peihaps ever drew, where e calls them 4 
reipublicæ por tenta ac fee funera: un ei. 
prefſicn to: which modern language can fut- 
niſh no &. u:valent. De prov conjul. 
 Plancius was at this time Qurſtor it 
Vaced» ns, and diſtinguiſhed by many gener 


ous offices to Cicero in bis exile, Pre. Faw 
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ned. I tenderly ſalute fon and 
— and bid you all farewel. 

P. S. I came hither not only as it is a 
free city#, and much in my intereſt, but 
as it is fituated likewiſe near lraly. But 
ifi ſhould find any inconvenience from its 
being a town of ſuch great reſort, I ſhall 
remove elſewhere, and give you due no- 
tice. 
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LETTER'TIY. 


| | 
: To Terentia. 


) Dyrrachium, Nov. the zoth [A. U. 695.] 

Received three letters from you by 
| the hands of Ariſtocritus, and have 
wept over them till they are almoſt de- 
faced with my tears. Ah! my Terentia, 
lam worn out with grief: nor do my 
own perſonal misfortunes more ſeverely 
torture my mind, than thoſe with which 


you and my children are ——_ Un- 
bo happy indeed as you are, I am {till in- 
. finitely more ſo; as our common atflie- 
ut tions are attended with this aggravating 
to circumſtance to myſelf, that they are 
ne juſtly to be imputed to my cr ee 
N, alone, I ought, moſt yndoubtedly, either 
, to have avoided the danger by accepting 
if the commiſſion which was offered me; or 
by to have repelled force by force, or 
[ bravely to have periſhed in the attempt. 
es, Whereas nothing could have been more 
oy, unworthy of my character, or more preg- 
dy. nant with miſery, than the ſcheme I have 
ce, purſued. Tam overwhelmed, therefore, 


not only with ſorrow, but with ſhame: 
yto Fer, my Terentia, I bluſh to reflect that 
ain did not exert that ſpirit I ought for the 


ſake of ſo excellent, a wife and ſuch ami- 

cia- able children, The diſtreſs in which you 
eral are all equally involved, and your own 
ter- l ſtate of health in particular, are ever 
| in my thoughts: as | have the mortifi- 
id de «cation at the ſame time to obſerve, that 
vert there appear but ſlender hopes of my be- 
vin ing recalled. My enemies, in truth, are 
lake many while thoſe who are jealous of me 


are al moſt innumerable; and though ti ey 
found great difficulty in driving we from 
ny country, it will be extremely caſy 
for them to prevent my return. How- 
ever, as long as you ha ye any hopes that 
wy reſtoration may be effected, I will not 


: That in, a chy which had the privilege, 
l ve in the dominions of the Roman repub- 
e to be govei ned by its own laws. 


IL E N T. 


ceaſe to co-operate with your endeavours 
for — leſt my weakneſs ſnouid 
ſeem upon all oecaſions to fruſtrateevery 
meaſure in my favour. In the mean 
while, my perſon (for which you are fo 
tenderly cohcerned) is ſecure from all 
danger: as in truth I am ſo completely 
wretched, that even my enemies them- 
ſelves mult wiſh, in mere malice, to pre- 
ſerve my life. Nevertheleſs, I ſhall not 
fail to obſerve the caution you kindly 
give me. 

I have ſent my acknowledgments by 


Dex ppus to the perſons you defired me, 


and mentioned atthe ſame time, that you 


had informed me of their good offices. 1 
am perfectly ſenſible of thoſe which Piſo 


exerts towards us with ſo uncommon a 
zeal: and indeed it is a circumſtance 
which all the world ſpeaks of to his ho- 
nour, Heaven grant I may live to enjoy 
with you and our children, the common 
* of ſo valuable a relation + ! 
he only hope I have now left, ariſes 
from the new tribunes; and that too de- 
pends upon the ſteps they mall take in 
the commencement of their office: for if 
they ſhould — my affair, I ſhall 
give up all expectations of its ever being 
etfected. Accordingly I have diſpatched 
Ariſtocritus, that you may ſend me im- 
mediate notice of the firſt meaſures they 
ſhall purſue, together with the general 
plan upon which they propoſe to conduct 
themſelves, I have likewiſe ordered 
Dexippus to return to me with all expe= 


dition, and have written to my brother ta 


requeſt he would give me frequent in- 
formation in what manner affairs pro- 
ceed. It is with a view of receiving the 
earlieſt intelligence from Rome, that I 
continue at Dyrrachium: a place where 


I can remain in perfect ſecurity, as I have ' 


upon all occaſions diſtinguiſhed this city 


by my particular patronage. However, 
as ſoon as I ſhall receive intimation that 


+ He had the great misfortune to be diſap- 
pointed of this wiſh% tor Piſo died ſook after 
this letter was written. Cicero —— 
in ſeveral parts of his writings, with the hiah- 


eſt gratitude and eſteem. He reprelents bim 


as a young nobleman, of the greateſt talents 
and appl cation, who devoted his whole time 
to the i provements of his mina, and the ex- 
erciſe of eloquence; 2s one whoſe moral 
qualikcations were no leſs extraordinary than 
his intellectual, and in ſhort 38 p ſſeſſed of 
evely accompliſhment and every virtue th.t 


could erdear him to his friends, to his family, 


and (o the public. Pro Sext, 31, De clar. 
orator, 271, Ad Quirnes, iii, 


* 
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6 ELEGANT EPISTLES. Boo 
being „ afflicted with the dyſen- 


my enemies * are approaching, it is my 


reſolution to retire into Epirus. 
In anſwer to your tender propoſal of 
accompanying me in my exile; 4 rather 
chooſe you ſhould continue in Rome; as 
I am ſenfible it is upon you, that the 
principal burthen of my affairs mult reſt. 
4f your generuus negociations ſhould ſuc- 
ceed, my return will prevent the necet- 
firy of that journey; if other viſe But 
I need not add the reit. Lhe next letter 
I ſhall receive from you, or at moit the 
 Tubſequent one, will determine me in 
what manner to at. In the mean time 
I defire you would give me a full and 
faithful information how things go on: 
though indeed I have now more realon 
to expect the final refult of this atiair, 
than an account of its progreſs, | 
Take care of your health I conjure 
you; affuring yourſelf that you are, as 
you ever have been, the obj-R of my 
fondeit wiſhes. Farewet, my dear Fe- 
rentia! | fee you fo ſtrongly before me 
whilſt 1 am writing, that I am utteriy 
ſpent with the tears I have ſhed. Once 
more, Fare vel. | | 


LETTER 
J Fabius Gallus +. 


[A. U 696] 
Havr been attacked with 3 diforder 


in my howels, which continued with 


great violence during ten days : but as it 
was not attended with a fever, I could 
not perſuade tliaſe who had occation for 
my fervices, that I was really indiſpoſed. 
In order, therefore, toavoidtheir impor- 
tunities, I retired to Tuſculanum, having 
obſerved ſo ſtrict an abſtinence for two 
days before, as not to have taſted even a 
drop of water. Reduced then as I am. 
by my illneſs and my faſting, I had more 
reaſon to hope for a viſit from you, than 
to imagine you expected one from me. 

Diſtempers of every kind 1 greatly 
dread, but particularly of that fort for 
which the Stoics have cenſured your fa- 
vourite Epicurus, where he complains of 


The troops of Piſo. 


+ Gal!ns is only known by three or ſour 


Jetters which Ciceto has addreſſed to him: 
from which, however, nothing particular can 
be collected concerning his hiſtory or character. 

f In a letter which he wrote curing his laſt 
ſickneſs: a tranflation of which is given us by 
Cicero iu his ireatiſe De finibus, ii. 31 


tery and the ſtrangury: as the former, 


they atlert is the conſequence of table 


indulgences, and the latter of a more 
ſhametul intemperance. I had indeed 
great reaſon to apprehend a dyſentery ; 
but whether it be from chauge of air, or 
a relaxation from buſineſs, or that the 
diſtemper had almoſt ſpent itſelf, I know 
not; but Lam ſomewhat better ſince l 
came hither. You will wonder perhaps 
what exceſſes I have been guilty of, to 
bring upon myſelf this diforder. I muſt 
inform you then, that I owe it to the 
frugal regulations ofthe ſumptuary law), 
The products of the earth being excepted 
out of the reſtrictions of that act; our 
elegant eaters, in order to bring vege- 
tables into faſhion, have. found out a 
method of dreſſing them in ſo high a 
taſte, that nothing can be more palatable. 
It was immediately afier having eaten 
very freely of a diſh of this ſort, at the 
Inauguration feaſt of LentulusS, that I was 
«ſeized with a diarrhea which has never 
,ceaſed till this day. Thus you ſee, that 
*I who have withſtood all the temptations 
that the nobleſt lampreys andoyiterscould 


throw in my way, have at laſt been over- 


pare by paltry beets and mallows : 
ut it has taught me, however, to be 
more cautious Ea future. As Am- 
cius found me in one of my fick fits, you 
mutt undoubtedly have heard of my ill- 
nefs : I waz in hopes, therefore, you would 
not have contented yourſelf with inquir- 
ing af er wy welfare, but would have 
given me the ſatisfaction ofa viſit. | 
purpoſe to continue here, till I ſhall have 
re-eſtabliſhed my health: for I am ex- 
tremely weakened and emaciated, But 
if I can once get the better of my difor- 
der, I hope, I ſhall find no difficulty in 


Tecovering all the reſt, Farewel. 


Manutius conjeQures, that the law al- 
luded to, is one which is aſcribed by Aujn: 
Gellins to Marcus Licinius Craſſus, and which 
paſſed in the year of Rome 643. By this le 
the expences of the table were regulated both 
in regard to ordinaiy and extraordinary occa” 
ſions, with the expreſs exception mentione 
by Cic ro in the next ſentence, Concer ing the 
article of vegetables. Vid. Au! Gell ii. 24. ) 

He was ton of Publius Corneſiu Lentuls:, 
one of the conſuls of the preſent year; ” 

„hom the next letter ard ſeveral of the fo) 
Jowing ones in this and the ſubſequent booK 


are written. He gave this entertainment, "7 


occaſion of his being.choſen a member of (ht 


college of Augurs. Mast. 
e 


FA 


ect. I. 


LETTER Vi. 
To Publius Lentulus, Proconſul. 


. U. 697. 

ULUS Wh. odd they + is anold and 
intimate triend of mine, has ſome 
importantatfairs in your province, which 
require immediate difpatch. His own 1l- 
* e character, together with the re- 
commendations of myſelf and others, 
have, upon former occaſions of this kind, 
obtained for him the indulgence of your 


predeceſſors. He is ſtronglyiperſuaded, 


therefote, from that atfection and thoſe 
mutual good offices which ſubſiſt between 
youand me, that this letter will not prove 
a leſs eſfectual ſolicitor-in his behalf: and 
et me carneſtly entreat you not to diſap- 
point him in this his expectation. Ac- 
cordingly I recommend his ſervants, his 
freed- men, his agents, and in ſhort, his 


c ncerns of every kind, to your patronage: 
but particularly I beg you would confirm 
the decree which. Titus Ampius® paſſed 
in his favour, In one word, I hope you 
1 will take all opportunities of convincing 
5 him, that you do not conſider this re- 
K commendation as a matter of common 
F and uumeaning form. Farewel. 
e 
4 LETTER VII. 
n . To the ſame. . 
| | 

ö [AU. 697.] 
. ? OU will receive a full account from 
L Pollio, of all that has been tranſacted 


in your affen, as he was not only preſent, 
but a principal manager. Lelieve me, I 
Im much concerned at the unfavourable 
alpect of this buſineſs. However, it at- 
fords me a very ſenſible conſolation, that 
there is ſtrong reaſon to hope, the pru- 
dence of your friends will. he able to elude 
ile force of thoſe iniquitous ſchemes 
ch have been projected to your preju- 


7 


ee. 


ntelbute ro-this end : as it 'often wears 
vit the mat-yolence of thoſe who either 
Vrofeſſedly, or in a diſguiſed manner, 
Mean one 11. 1am yet farther confirmed 
in thoſe p eating hopes, whenever I re- 


hs ed againft myſelf: of which I ſee a 


101 very lively iznage in the preſent oppoſi- 
en ® The predeceſſor of Lentulus in this g0- 
the 5 


Kmeut. 47. Au . U. C. 696. 


2 


Even time itſelf will probably. 


. - 
ct upon the faction that was formerly 


7 
tion to you. Inthe latter ĩnſtance indeed, 
the attack is by no means ſo extenſive or 


ſo dangerous as that which was made up- 
on me; nevertheleſs there is in general 2 


ſtrong ſimilitude between the t wo caſes . 


and you muſt pardon me if I cannot fear 
uponyouraccount what you never thought 
reaſonable to be apprehenſi ve ofon mine. 
But whatever may be the event, convince 
the world that you are influenced by thoſe 
principles for which I have admized you 
from your earlieſt youth: and believe 
me, my friend, the malice of your ene- 
mies will only ferve to render your cha- 
racter ſo much the more illuſtrious. In 
the mean time, do me the juitice to hope 
from my affection whatever the warmel} 
friendſhip can effect; and be aſſured, I 
ſnall not diſappoint your expectations. 
Farewell. , 


. LETTER VIII. | 
To Lucius Lucceius. 


. [A. U. 697.] h 
Have frequently had it in my intentions 
to talk with you upon the ſubje& of 

this letter; but a certain awkward mo- 
delty has al waysreftrained me from pro- 
poiing in perſon, what I can with leſs 
teruple requeſt at this diſtance: for a let- 


ter, you know, ſpares the confuſion of a 


bluſh. I wilt own then, that I have a 
very ſtrong, and, I truft, a very pardon- 
able paſſion, of being celebrated in your 
writings: and though you/-have more 
than once given me allurance of your in- 
tending me that-honour, yet I hope you 
will excuſe my impatience of ſeeing your 
defign executed. I had always, indeed, 
conceived an high ex tion of your 
performances in this kind; but the ſpeci- 
men [I have lately ſeen of them is fo far 
ſuperior to all I had figured in my imagi- 
nation, that jt has fired me with the molt 
ardent deſire of being immediately diſ- 
tinguiſhed in your glorious annals. It is 
my ambition, I confeſs, not only to live 
for ever in the praiſes of future ages, hut 
to have the preſent ſatisfaction, likewiſe, 
of ſeeing myſelf ſtand approved in the 
authoritative records of my ingenious 
friend. I am ſenſible, at the ſame time, 
that your thoughts are already deeply en- 
gaged in the proſecution of your original 
deſign. But as I perceive you have al- 
moſt completed your account of the Ita- 
lic and Marian civil wars, aud remember 
you 


| ö 
5 ELEGANT 
you propoſed to carry on the remainder 
of our hiſtory in a regular ſeries ; I can- 
not forbear recommending it to your 
conſideration, whether it would be beſt 
to weave the relation of Catiline's colſpi- 
racy into the general texture of your per- 
formance, or caſt it into a diſtinct work. 
It is certain, ſeveral of the Greek hiſto- 
rians will juſtify you in this latter method. 
Thus Caliſthenes wrote a narrative of the 
fiege of Troy, as both Timæus and Po- 
lybius did of the Pyrrhic and Numantine 
wars, in ſo many detached pieces from 
their larger hiſtories. As to the honour 
that will ariſe to me, it will be much the 
ſame, I muſt, own, upon whichever 
ſcheme you may determine to proceed : 
but I ſhall receive ſo much the earlier 
' gratification. of my wiſh+s, if, inſtead of 
waiting till you regularly advance to that 
period of our annals, you ſhould enter 
upon it by this method of anticipation. 
Beſides, by keeping your mind attentive 


to one principall'cene and character, you 


will treat your ſubject, I am perſuaded, 
fo much the more in detail, as well as 

_embelliſh it with higher graces, I muſt 
: acknowledge it is not extremely modeſt, 
thus to impoſe a taſk upon you which 


your occupations may well juſtify you in 


refuſing ; and then add a farther requeſt, 
that youSwould honour my actions with 
vourapplauſe; an honour, after all, which 
you may not think, perhaps, they greatly 
deſerve. However, , when a man has 
once tranſgreiled the bounds of decency, 
it is in vain to recede; and his wiſeſt way 


is to puſh on boldly in the ſame confident | 


courſe, to the end of his purpoſe. I will 
venture then, earneſtly to entreat you, 
not to confine yourſelf to theſtrz&t laws of 
h ſtory, but do give a greater latitude to 
your encomiums, than, poſſibly, you may 
think my actions can claim. 1 remem- 
ber, indeed, you declare in one of your 
very elegant prefaces, that you are as in- 
flexible to all the. pleas of affection, as 
Xenophon repreſents Hercules to have 


been tothoſe of pleaſuce*. Let we hope, 


*The ſtory to which Cicero here alludes, 
is this: Hercules when he was yet a youth, 
a+ P:odicus relates the fable, retired into a 


© 


EPISTLES. BE!. 
nevertheleſs, if friendſhip ſhould too 


ſtrongly recommend my actions to your 
approbation, you will not reject her ge- 
nerous partiality, but give — 
more to affection, than rigorous 
perhaps, can juſtly demand. 
If 1 ſhould prevail upon you to fall in 
with my propoſal, you will find the ſub- 
ject, I perſuade myſelf, not unworthy of 
your genius and your eloquence. The 
entire period from the riſe of Catiline's 


conſpiracytomy return from baniſhment, 


will furniſh, I ſhould imagine, a moderate 
volume. It will ſupply you likewiſe with 


a noble occaſion of diſplayingyour judg- 
ment in politics, by laying open' the 


ſouree of thoſe civil diſorders, and point- 
ing out their proper remedies, as well as 
by giving your reaſons for approving or 
condemningtheſeveraltranſationswhich 
you relate. And ſhould you be diſpoſed 
to indulge your uſual ſpirit of freedom, 
you will have an opportunity of pointing 
out, at the ſame Time, with all the ſeve- 
rity of your indignation, the treache 
and perfidiouſneſs of thoſe who laid their 
ungenerous ſnares for my deſtruction. 1 
will add too, that this period of my life 
willfurniſh you withnumberleſs incidents 
which cannot but draw the reader's atten- 
tion in a very agreeable manner: as no- 
thing is more amuſing to the mind than 
to contemplate the various viciſſitudes of 
fortune. And though they were far, tis 
true, from being acceptable in experi- 
ence, they cannot fail ofviving me much 
entertainment in deſcription : as there is 
an inexpreſſible ſatis faction in refſectingat 
one's eaſe, on diſtreſſes we have formerly 

ſuffered. There is ſomething likewiſe in 
that compaſſion which ariſes fromreading 
an account of the misfortunes which have 
attended others, that caſts a moſt agree- 
able mel..ncholy upon the mind. Who 
can peruſe the relation of the laſt moments 
of Epaminondas at the battle of Manti- 
nea, w thout finding himſelftouched with 
a pleaſing commiſeration ? 'I hat glorious 
chief, you may remember, would not ſuf- 
fer the dart to be drawn out of his fide, 
till he was informed that his ſhield was 
ſate from the hands of his enemies: and 
all his concern amidſi the anguiſh of his 


place of undiſturbed tolitude n oriie to de- FA 


termine With himſetf what courſe of life he 
ſhould purſue. Whilſt he was in the midſt 
of his contemplations, Plea ure and Virtue ap- 
peared to him under the fig ut of two bean- 
t ul women; and each accolted. him in he: 
tu.n He heard their reſpeRive pleas wth great 


attention; but Virtue g1ined her cauſe, and en- 
tizely won the heart ofthe future hero. I! the 
Engliſh re der is diſpoſed to know this ſtory in 
al! its cireum'tances, he will find it wroue ht 
up into a very beautiful poem by the laie Bp. 
Lowth, and inſerted in Polymetis, p. 135. 
wound 
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Sect, I. 
can he more intereſting alſo than the ac- 
count of the flight and death of Themiſ- 
tocles +! The truth of it is, a mere narra- 
tire of general facts affords little more 
entertainment to the reader, than he might 
fnd in peruſigg one of our public regiſ- 
ters, Whereas in the hiſtory of any ex- 
traordinary perſon, our fear and hope, 
our joy and forrow, our aſtoniſhment and 


expeRation, are each of them engaged 
by turns. And if the final reſult of all 


ould be concluded with ſome remark- 


able cataſtrophe, the mind of the reader 
i filled with the higheſt pofſi ble gratifica- 
tion, For theſe reaſons I am the more 
deſirous ofperſuading you to ſeparate my 
tory from the general thread of your 
narration, and work it up into a detached 
performance : as indeed it will exhibit a 
great variety of the moſt intereſting and 
allecting ſcenes. 
When I tell you it is my ambition to 
be celebrated by your pen, I am by no 
12ns apprehenſive you will ſuſpect me 
cſfattery, The conlciouſneſs of your 
merit muſt always incline you to believe, 
is envy alone that can be ſilent in your 
praiſe : as on the other ſide, you cannot 
imagine me ſo weak as to deſire to be 


tranſmitted to poſterity by any hand, 


which could not ſecure to itſelf theſame 
boy it beſtowed. When Alexander 
choſe to have his picture drawn b 

Apelles, and his ſtatue formed by Lyſip- 
pus J, it was not in order to ingratiate 
umſelf witlu thoſe diſtinguiſhed artiſts: it 
ws from a firm perſuaſion, that the” 
10:5 of theſe admired geniuſes would 
equal credit both to his reputation and 
wr own, The utmoſt, however, that 
wer at could perform, was to perpe- 


* Framinondas headed the forces of the 
wthans, in battle which they fought with 
„ Licedzemonians at Mantinea, a town in 
«Katia, The Thebans gained the victory, 
loft their invaluable- commander: whoſe 
ela was attended with the circumſtances 
veer dert mentions, Tuſtin. vi. To 8. 
i 7 hemiſtocles. a ter having diſtinguiſhed 
among his countiy men the Athenians 
© 0: mlitary virtues, particularly in the wars 
R which they were engaged with Xerxes, had 
"OCercd himſelt ſo pc pular, that it was thought 
Vary to remove him: and according y he 
55 biiged to withdraw from Athens. 
„nous ſtatnary: of whom Demetrjus, 
ted by Quintiliau, remarks, that he was 
"a ©craed for Aking a ſtrong than an 
"vie ligenels, Quint, Inft, Orat, xii, 19. 


| tomb o! Achilles. 


A "N-: ©-2 EI T: 9 


round was, to die with glory *, What 


tuate the perſons only of their celebrated 
contemporaries : but merit needs not any 
ſuch viſible exhibitions toimmortalize its 
fame. Accordingly the Spartan Ageſi- 


laus, who would never ſuffer any picture 


or ſtatue of him to be taken, is not leſs 
univerſally known, than thoſe who have 
been moſt fond of having their perſons 
copied out for poſterity. 'The ſingle trea- 
tiſe which Xenophon has written in praiſe 
of that renowned general, is moreto his 
glory than all the pictures and ſtatues of 
all the artiſts in the univerſe. . It would 
be a much higher ſatisfaction to me, 
therefore, as it would be a far greater 


' honour, to be recorded by your hand 


than that of any other ; not only becauſe 
your genius would raiſe and adorn my 
actions with the ſame advantage as Ti- 
mzus || has diſplayed thoſe of 'Fimoleon, 
or Herodotus thoſe of Themiſtocles; but 
becauſe of the additional credit ſhall re- 
ceive from the applauſe of ſo illaftrious, 
ſo experienced, and fo approved a pa- 
triot, By this means I ſnall enjoy, not 
only the ſame glorious privilege 'which, 


- as Alexander obſeryed when he was at 


Sigeum, Achilles received from Homer g; 


but what is ſtill more important, the 


powerful teſtimony of a man whois him- 
ſelf diſtinguiſhed by the nobleſt and moſt 
uncommon virtues. Accordingly, I have 
been always wonderfully pleaſed with the 
ſentiment which Nævius puts into the 
mouth of Hector, where that hero, ſpeak- 
ing of the approbation he had received 
from his illuſtrious father, adds, that it 
gave him ſo much the more ſatisfaction, 


as coming from one who was himſelf the 


great object of univerſal applauſe. But 
ſhould want of leiſure (for it would be an 
injuſtice to our friendſhip to ſuppoſe it 
can be want of inclination), ſhould your 
occupationsthen preventyourcompliance 


with this my requeſt, I may perhaps be 


obliged to take a methed, which, thongh 
often condemned; 18 ſupported nevertlie- 
leſs by ſeveral conſiderable examples: L 


| The works of Timæus are loſt. 

Alexander, being elected commarder in 
chief of the coniederate troops which the Ge- 
cians ſent againſt Xerxes, croſſed the Helleſ- 
pont with his army and landed at S'geurn, 4 
promontory near Troy, where he viſited the 
Upon this occaſion he is 
ſaid to have broken out into the following ex- 


clachation: O happy youth! in having found 


an Homer to celebrate thy virtues l“ Plut, 
i. vit. Alex, Cic. pre Arch, poet. 8 
C ES mean 
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mean, to be the hiſtorian of my own 


tranſactions. But you are ſenſible, there 
are two inconveniences which attend this 
ſcheme : for a man muſt neceſlarily be 
more reſerved in ſetting forth thoſe parts 
of his conduct which merit approbation ; 
as he will be incyined in rely to paſs over 
others which may deferve reproach, I 
muſt add, likewiſe, that what a writer 
ſays to his own advantage, always carries 
| with it a leſs degree of force and autho- 
rity, than when it comes from any other 
pen. Ina word, the world in general is 
little diſpoſed to approve any attempt of 
this kind, On the contrary, one often 
hears the\raore modeſt method of the 
poets at the Olympic games, recom- 
mended upon ſuch occaſions, who, after 
they hade crowned the ſeveral victors, 
and publicly called over their names, al- 
ways employ ſome other perſon to per- 
for the ſame office to themſelves, that 


they may not be the heralds of their own _ 


applauſe. This imputation, therefore, I 
would willingly avoid; as I certainly 
fhall, if you ſhould camply with my re- 
queſt, and take this employment out of 
my hands, 
| You will at 
| ſpend fo much time and pains in ſolicit- 
ing you for this purpoſe, after having ſo 
often heard you declare your intentions 
of giving the world a very accurate hiſ- 
tory of my adminiltration. But you muſt 
remember the natural warmth of m 


temper, and that I am fired, as 1 told 


you in the beginning of my letter, with 
an impatient deſire of ſeeing this your 
| deſign carried ii to execution. I's own 
the whole :ruth, L am ambitious of being 
known to the preſent generation, by your 
writings, and to enjoy in my lifetime a 
. foretaſte of that little ſhare of glory 
which I may expect from future ages. If 
it be not too much trouble, therefore, I 
ſhould be glad you would immediately 
det me know your reſolution. And ſhould 
it prove agreeable to my requeſt, | will 
draw up ſome general memoirs of my 
tranſactions for your. uſe : if otherwiſe, I 


will take an opportunity of diſcourſing 


. farther with you upon this affair in per- 
ſon. In the mean time, continue to po- 
liſh the work you have begun, and to 
love me as uſual *. Fare wel. 

* ; 
* Pliny has made a requeſt to Tacitus, of 
the ſame nature with that which is the ſubject 
of the letter before us. 5 


CY 


be ſurpriſed, perhaps, that I 


both in the particulars and the ſum, 


is written. 


by 


Book J. 
LETTER IX. 
To Qyintus Ancharius +, Proconſil. 
IA. U. 698. | 
Recommend the two ſons of my very 
excellent friend Aurelius, as well de. 
ſerying your eflieem. They are adorned 
indeed, with every polite and valuable 
ualification : as they are in the number 
likewiſe of thoſe with whom I moſt inti.: 
mately converſe. If ever then my re 
commendation had any weight with you 
(and much, I am ſenfible, it ever had), 
let it prevail, I conjure yqu, in the pre- 
ſent inſtance, And be aſſured, the ho- 
nours with which you ſhall diſtinguiſt 
theſe my friends, will not only inditlolu. 
bly unite to you two excellent and grate- 
ful young men, but at the fame time 


conter a very ſingular obligation v 
myſelf, Fardwel: 1 . "7 


HET LEERNI 
7 Fabius Gallus 1. 


| FA. U. 698. 

1 Received your letter [+a PMA upon 

my return from Arpinum, together 
with one likewiſe fromAvianus||,in which 
he very generouſly offers to give mecre- 
dit as long as I ſhall require. Now le 
me deſire you to imagine yourſelf in ny 
ſituation, and then tell me whether I can, 
with a good grace, aſk hn to allowar 
even the leaſt time for the payment of 
this money, much leſs above a year? li- 
deed, my dear friend, I ſhould not have 
been in this difficulty, if you had nt 
exceeded the limits of my. commiſſion, 


However, I am not only willing to ratif 
the agreement you have made for the 
ſtatues you mention, but am likewile 
much obliged to you. I am ſenſible, in 
_ that in the zeal of your friendſhq, 


+ Quintus Ancharivs was tribune An. Utd 
694 : when he diſtiogviſhed himſelf by bY 


reſolute oppoſition to the factious meaſures "8h * 
his colleague Vatinius. In the year 697 i 


was choſen pretor : and at the expiration © 
that office, he ſucceeded Piſo in the govern 
ment of Macedonia : in which province thi 
letter is addreſſed to him, Orat. pro, Sent 53 
in Viſon. 36. Reſi's remar keg the epi c. 

I The ſame perfon te whom the gih lette! 


He ſeems to have been the proprietor of 


the ſtatues mentioned below. 10 


dect. I. 


you have purchaſed for me hat pleaſed 
your on eye, and what you imagined 
would be worthy of mine: and I always 
dulidered you as a man of the moſt ju- 


ery Maicious and elegant tatte in every kind. 
de- Nevertheleſs, I ſhall be extremely glad if 
ied, WDamalip us*ſhould continue in the reſo- 
able tion of taking thoſe figures off my 


ands: for, to own the plain truth, I 
ave no ſort of inclivation to them my- 
ſelf, As you were not apprized of m 
atentions, you have actually conſented to 
day more for theſe four ar five pieces of 
pre- Neulptureꝶ, than I would have givenforall 
 ho- Wh: ltatues in the univerſe. You compare 
zul Wie images of the prieſteſſes of Bacchus, 
lolu- o thoſe of the Muſes which I bought of 
tate-MAetellus. But ſurely, my friend, the 
time o inſiances are by no means parallel. 
upon or in the firſt place, the Muſes them- 
elves would have condemned me, if I 
ad ever rated them at ſo extravagant a 
ice: and in the next, I purchaſed the 


gutes you mention as bearing an alluſion 


ov my ſtudies, and affording a ſuitable 

cnament to. my library, But where can 
upon . with any propriety, place theſe Bac- 
gether Wha. als? That they are, as you aſtute 
which We, extremely beautiful, I know. full 
e cre- Mell; for | haye frequently feen them; 
"1 let WWnd therefore · I ſhould particularly have 
in m7 {Wamed them to you, it they had ſuited 
I can, Wy purpoſe, The purchaſes which 1 
e ally make of this kind, are ſuch only 
ent a are proper to embelliſh my Palzftraf, 
ir ? Hu-. the ſame manner as the public Gym- 
t have Two gimerally decorated. But would 
ad rag not be abſurd enough, my good friend, 


* {, who upon all occaſions, you know, 
» ſum, | 
) ri * Pamaſippus was a celebrated virtuoſo of 
or tell cs, wo alter having ruined bi: for- 
leni by his extravagant paſſion for antiques, 
ble, in. raed 8 oc. Horace has ridiculed his charac- 
ſh ard his converſion with great humous, in 
NOW, le of hi« faires. Vid. Horat. Sat. vi. 3 

: T Theſe ſtatues appear, by what follows, to 
An. US: d eo three B:cchaaals, a Mars, and tome 
f by * ve ſeſtz ned for the purpoſe of a table. 
aſures "WY + {be Az itra was properly a part of thoſe 
697 * Wc buildings, which the Grecians (frm 
ration "Bm the Romans took them) called Gymna- 
4 gone. "ch were originally deſigned for exerciſes 
ince | I vious kinds, and in Which, in after-times, 
wag? * phuoſophers likewiſe held their ſchools, 
0 "Ut Cicero here calls his Palæſtra, ſeems 


"tre lame building which in a letter to 
E en he terms his Academia, and which ap- 
brietof & in to have "een ſome appartmen(s, Or Pere 
1 2 ufſtind building. of his Tuſculad villa, 

7 pd ateg principally to the purpoſes of 
| „dur adzpred alſo to thoſe bodily exer- 

* which the ancients ſeldom paſſed a day 


A 
„ 


out praculing. Vid. ad Att. i. 55 6, 9. 


* 


ANC 


i n ** 


have diſtinguiſhed myſelf as the friend of 
peace, ſhould erect a ſtatue of the God. 
of war ? It is well there was not a Saturn 
too: for how could I have expected to 
have been out of debt, whilſt I had lived 
under the aſpect of two ſuch unlucky di- 
vinities || ? — would have been a 
much more welcome gueſt ; for I ſhould* 
have hoped, by his influence,to have made 
a more advantageous bargain g with Avi- 
anus. As to the figure deſigned for the 
ſupport of a table, which you intended to 
reſerve for your own uſe; you ſhall have 
it, if you ſtill remain in the ſame mind: 
if not, I am ready to take it myſelf, 
Upon the whole, however, I had much 
rather have employed this money in the 
purchaſe of a little lodge at TarracinaF|, 
that I might not al waystrouble my friend 
and hoſt. But this miſtake is partly ows 
ing to the careleſſneſs of my freed-man, 
in not obſerving the inſtructions I gave 


him; and partly alſo to Junius: whow I 


ſuppoſe you know, as he is a particular 
friend of Avianus. As I have laiely 
built ſome adflitional apartments to my 
littleporticoat Tuſculanum#*#*, I wasdefir- 
ouspfadorning them with a few pictures: 
for if I take pleaſure in any thing of this 
Kind, it is in paintings. However, if [ 
muſt have theſe ſtatues, let me know 
where they are, when they will arrive, 


and by what conveyance you purpoſe to | 


ſend em. For it Damaſippus ſhould , 
change his intentions of buying them, I 
ſhall find, perhaps, ſome pretendꝰr to his 
taſte, who, may = glad of the purchaſe ; 


. and I ſhould be willing to part with them 


even at a loſs. 

When I received your firſt letter con- 
cerning the houſe you want to take, be- 
longing to Caſſius, I was juſt ſetting out 
from Rome, and therefore 1 left your 


|| Allndiog (as Manutius obſerves) to the na- 
tions of the judicial aſtrologers 3; who preten( 
ed that Mars andSaturn were un'ucky planets, 

Mercury was ſuppo ed to prefite over cm- 
merce : from whence it is probable that the 
Mercuriales, mentioned in a letter ut. Cicero 
to his brother, were a compeny of merchants, 
Vid. Ad & F. ii. 8. | 

ic is now celled Terracina: a (town in 
the campagna it Rena. It lay in the road 
from Rome to Cicero's villa at Fer mig 

** Cicero, i we may credit the iuvective 
alcribed to Saliuſt, expended immenſe ſums 
in this his tzvourite villa: which P obe biy WAS 
a very fine one when it came into li poſief- 
ſion, as it originally belonge | to Sylla the dice 
tator. Some conliderable remains of it are 
filil! ſhewn at Grotta Feriata. Sallust. declam, + 
in Cic, 63, Flix. H. N. xxii. * 

7 commiſſion 
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commiſſion with my daughter. However, 
I took an opportunity myſelf of talking 
upon this affair with your friend Nicia: 


who, you know, is very intimate with 


Caſſius. At my return hither, and be- 
fore I had opened your laſt letter, I en- 
uired of 'Tullia what ſhe had done in 


this matter. She told me ſhe had ap- 


* 


plied to Licinia to ſpeak to her brother 
Caſſius : but I believe he is not upon very 
good terms with his ſiſter. - The anſwef 
which Licinia gave my daughter was, 
that her huſband being gone into Spain, 
ſhe durſt not remove * in his abſence and 
without his knowledge. I am greatly 
obliged to you for being ſo deſirous of 
my company as to be impatient to get 


into a houſe where you may not only be 


near me, but actually under the ſame 
roof, Be aſſured, I am no leſs deſirous 
of having you for my neighbour: and as 
I am ſenſible how muchit will contribute 
to our mutual ſatis faction, I. ſhall try 


every expedient for that purpoſe. If I 


ſhould have any ſucceſs, I will let you 
know; in the mean while, I beg you 
would return me a particular anſwer to 
this letter, and tell me at the ſame time 
when 1 may expect to ſee you. Farewel. 


LETTER X. 
.- mM Marcus Marius Þ. 


„ ERS 
F yourgeneral valetudinary diſpoſition 
prevented you from being a ſpectator 
of our late public entertainments J, it is. 
more to fortune than to philoſophy that I 
am to 1mpute your abſence. But if you 
declined our party for no other reaſon 
than as holding in juſt contempt what the 
generality of the world ſo abſurdly ad- 


* This lady ſeems to have been the tenant of 


the houſe, which Gallus wantedeither to buy or 
hire. 

F The perſon to whom this letter is addreſ- 
ſed, ſeems to have been ef a tempes and conſti- 
tution, that placed him far below the ambition 
of being known to poſterity. But a private 
letter nom Cicero's hand, has been ſufficient 
to eiſpel the obſcurity he appears to have 
loved, and torender his retirement conſpicuous. 

They were exhibited by Pompey at the 
opening of his theatre: one of the molt mag- 


nificent ſtrugures of ancient Rome, and ſo ex- 


tenſive as to contain no leſs than 80,000 ſpec- 
tators. It was built aſter the n ode] of one 
Which he ſaw at Miylene in bis return from 
the Mithridatig wa! 5 ard adorned with the 


nobleſt ornaments of ſtatuary and painting. 


Some reraivs of this inmente building fill 
ſubſiit. Liv. xxxix, Fl. a. I. N. vii. 3. Plas. 


* t. Pen ęp. 


1 


both on your health and 


were nodding over the dull humour d 
our trite farces, my friend, I dare fay 


that elegant apartment, from whence yy 


you have the happy privilege to plan au 


particular account, I muſt tell you, that 
though ourentertainments were extreme- 
ly magnificent indeed, yet they were h 


introduced upon the ſtage; as in honouw, 


ent from what we once knew him, that 


ancient author. Stabiæ was a maritime ton! 


EPISTLES. - that 


mire, I muſt at once congratulate yy 
Our Jude. 
ment. I ſay this upon à fuppo — 
however, that you were enjoying the ph. 
loſophical adyantages of that delight 
ſcene, i which, I imagine, you wer 
almoſt wholly deſerted. At the fans 
time that your neighbours, probably 


was indulging his morning meditations iy 


have, opened a proſpe& to Sejanun, 
through the Stabian hills I. And whill 

ou were employing the reſt of the dy 
in thoſe various polite amuſement vid 


for yourſelf; we, alas, had the mori. 
cation of tamely enduring thoſe dramat. 
cal repreſentations, to which Mztius, f 
ſeems, our profeſſed critic, had given hi 
infallible ſanction! but as you will hay 
the curioſity, perhaps, to require a mort 


no means ſuch as you would hayereliſhe; 
at leaſt if I may judge of your taſle by 
my own. Some of thoſe "Ir who ha 
formerly diſtinguiſhed themſelves wit 
great applauſe, but had long ſince retired 
I imagined, in order to preſerve the t. 
putation they had raiſed, were now agait 


it ſeems, of the teftival. 


Among hel 
was my old friend 


ſopus: but ſodifier 


the whole audience agreed he ought to 
excuſed from acting any more, F 


[| Sejsnum (if that be the true reading: 
the MSS. differ extremely) is found in noo! 


in Campania, ſituated upon the bay of Nay\ey 
from whence the adjoining hills here menti! 
ed took their name. One may figure the 5) 
lofophical Marius as looking down upon 
world from this his deliz hiful retirement, v 
reflections of the ſame kind as thoſe which 
poet has ſo exquiſitely imaged, in the {fo 
ing beautitul lines: 


Here, en a ſingle lan, threwn ſafe en ſbere 
I hear the tumult of the diſtant throug, , 
As that of jeas remote, or dying florms, 
And meditate an ſcenes more filent fill. 
Here, like a ſhepherd gazing frem his but, 
Teuching his reed, cr leaning on bis Haft 
Eager ambition's feryehace T jee : 
I fee ihe circling hunt of noiſy men 
Burſt laws encloſure, leap the mounds of 115% 
Pur ſuing and pur ſud + each cher" r 
As wvolves for rag inc, as the fox for wilt 
Ti'idrath, that migity L unter, earths them 1 
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oath, 


8 oo * 
when he was 2 g the celebrated 
VI deceive, be Fove's dread, vengeance 

LD. AY 6 
the poor old's man's voice failed him; and 
he had not ſtrength to go through with 
the ſpeech. As to the other parts of our 
theatrical entertainments, you know the- 
nature of them ſo well, that it is ſcarce 
neceſſary to mention them. They had 
leſs indeed to plead in their favour than 
eren the moſt ordinary repreſentations of 
this kind can uſually claim. Tlie enor- 
mous parade with which they were at- 
tended, and which, I dare ſay, you would 
very willingly have ſpared, deſtroyed all 
the grace of the performance. What 
pleaſure could it afford toi a judicious 
ſpectator, to ſee a thouſand mules pran- 
eing about the ſtage in the tragedy of 
Clytæmneſtra; or whole regiments ac- 
coutred in foreign armour, in that of the 
Trojan horſe 2 In a word, what man of 
ſenſe could beentertained with viewing a 
mock army drawn up on the ſtage in bat- 
tle array? Theſe, I confeſs, are ſpecta- 
cles extremely well adapted to captivate 
vulgar eyes; but undoubtedly would have 
had no charm in yours. In plain truth, 
my friend, you would have received 
more amuſement from the dulleſt piece 
that Protogenes could poſſibly have read 
to you * (my own orations, however, let 
me always except), than we met with at 
theſe ridiculous ſhews, I am well per- 
ſuaded, at leaft, you could not regret the 
loſs of our Oſcian and Grecian farces 4; 
Your own noble ſenate will always furniſh. 
you with drollery ſufficient of the former 
kind I; and as to the latter, I know you 


* It was uſual with perſons of diſtinQion 
2moneſt the Romans, to keep a ſſave in their 
family whoſe ſole buſineſs it was to read to 
them Protogenes ſeems to have attended 
Marius in that capacity. 

T The Oſcian farces were ſo called from the 
Ofct, an ancient people of Campania, from 
whom the Romans received them. They teen 
to have bien of the ſame kind with our Bar- 
tbolomew drolls, and to have conſiſted of fow 
and obicene humour, As to the nature of the 
Greek farcesy the critics are not agreed, Ma- 


dais fappoles they ciffered only from the 


* 
G 


34age. But it qe s not appear that Greek p ays- 
Were ever. re pręelemed upon the Roman age . 
un the moſt probable account of them 18, that 
tey were a fort of pantomimes in 1mitation-of. 
Me on the Grecifn theatre. Lit. vil. 1. 
Mens rem ſur eit 4 Att. vi. 449 

{ The municipal or corporate towns in Italy 
weie governed by magiltrates of their own, who 
probably made much the farr.e fort of figure in 


mer, as being written in the Greek. lan- 
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have ſuch an utter averſion to every thing 
that bears the name of Greek, that you 
will not even travel the Grecian road to 
your villa. As I remember you once 
deſpiſed our formidable gladiators, In- 
not ſuppoſe you would have looked with 
leſs contempt on ourathletic performers : 
and, indeed, Pompey himſelf acknow- 
ledges, that they did not anſwer the pains 
and expence they had coſt him. The 
remainder of our diverſions conſiſted in 
combats of wild deaſts||, which wereexhi- 
bited every morning and afternoon dur- 
ing five days ſucceſſively and it muſt be 
owned, they were magnificent. Yet af- 
ter all, what entertainment can poſſibly 
aviſe to an elegant and humanized mind, 
from ſeeing a noble beaſt ſtruck to the 
heart by its mercileſs hunter, or one of 
our own weak ſpecies cruelly mangled 
by an animal of much ſuperior ſtrength ? 
But were there any thing really worth 
obſerving in ſpectacles of this ſavage 
kind; they are ſpectacles extremely fa- 
miliar to you: and thoſe I am ſpeaking 
of, had not any peculiar novelty to re- 
commend them. The taſt day's ſport 
was compoſed entirely of elephants, 
which, though they made the common 
people ſtare indeed, did not ſeem how- 
ever to afford them any great ſatis faction. 
On the contrary, the terrible ſlaughter of 
theſe poor animals, created a general com- 
miſeration; as it is à prevailing notion, 
that theſe creatures in ſome degree par- 
ticipate of our rational faculties 8. 
That you may not imagine I had the 
happineſs of being perſectly at my eaſe 


during the whole of this pompous feſt. . 


val, I muſt acquaint you, that while the 
people were amuſing themſelves at the 
plays, I was almoſt killed with the fatigue 
of pleading for your friend Gallus Cani- 
nius. Were the world as much inclined 
to favour my retreat, as they ſhewed 


their rural ſenate, as our burgeſſes in their 
town-hall. This at leaſt feeme to have been the 


caſe in that corporation to which Marius be- 


longed, and to have given occaſion to our 
author's raijlery. | 


| Beaſts of the wildeſt and moſt uncommon 


kids were ſent for upon theſe occaſions, from. 


every corner of the known world: and Dion 
Cathas relates, that no leis than goo lions were 
killed at theſe hunting-maiches with which 
Pompey entertained the people. Dis, lb. xxxix. 

§ This was not merely a vulgat opinon, but 
entertained by ſome of the learned among the 
26Cicats, as appeais from the laſt cited hiſtorians 
who likewiſetakes notice how muchthe ſpecta- 


tors of Pumpey's ſhews were affeQed by the 


mou:rnlul cies of thefe poor animals. Dio, lib. 


Xx. | 
themſelyes 
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themſelves in the caſe of Afſopus ; be- 
leve me, I would for ever renounce my 
art, and ſpend the remainder of my days 
with you and ſome others of the ſame 


row ophical turn, The truth of it is, I 


gan togrow weary of this eraployment, 
even at a time when youth and ambition 
prompted my perſeverance; and I will 


add too, when I was at full liberty to ex- 


erciſe it in defence of thoſe only whom I 
was inclined to aſſiſt. But in my preſent 
- circumſtances, it'is abſolute ſlavery : for, 


on the one ſide, I never expect to reap. 


any advantage from my labours of this 
kind; and on the other, in compliance 
with ſolicitations which I cannot refuſe, I 
am ſometimes under the diſagreeable ne- 
ceſſity of appearing as an advocate in be- 
half of thoſe who 111 deſerve that favour 
at my hands, For theſe reaſons I am 
framingevery poſſible pretence for living 
hereafter according to my own taſte and 
ſentiments : as Ll highly both approve and 
applaud that retired ſcene of life which 
you have fo judiciouſly choſen. I am 
ſenſible at the ſame time, that this is the 
reaſon you ſo ſeldom viſit Rome. How- 
ever, | the leſs regret that you do not 
ſee it oftener, as the numberleſs unpleaſ- 
ing occupations in which I am engaged, 
would prevent me from enjoying the en- 
tertainment of your converſation, or giv- 
ing you that of mine: if mine, indeed, 
can afford you any. But if ever I ſhould 
be ſo fortunate as to diſentangle myſelf, 
in ſome degree at leaſt (for I am con- 
tented not to be wholly releaſed), from 
theſe perplexing embarraſſments ; I will 
undertaketoſheweven my elegant friend, 
wherein the trueſtrefinements of life con- 
fiſt. In the mean while, continue to take 
care of your health, that you may be able, 
when that happy. time ſhall arrive, to ac- 
company me in my litter to my ſeveral 
villas, | 
Lou mult impute it to the exceſs of my 
friendſu p, and not to the abundance of 
my leiſure, that 1 have lengthened this 
letter beyond my uſual extent. It was 
merely in compliance with à requeſt in 
one of yours, where you intmate a deſire 
that I would compenſate in this manner 
what you loſt by not being preſent at our 
ublic diverſions. I ſhall be extremely 
glad, if I have ſucceeded ; if not, 1 ſhall 


have the ſatisfaction however to think, 


that you will for the tuture be more in- 
clined to give us your company on theſe 
occaſions, than to rely on my letters for 
pour amuſement, Farewel. ; 
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LETTER XII. 


To Nuintus Philippus, Proconſul. 
LA. uv. 658. 

Hove I am too well convinced of 
your friendſhip and eſteem, to ſuſpect 
that you are unmindful of my former ap- 

plication in behalf of my friends Oppius 
and Egnatius; yet I cannot forbear again 
recommending their joint affairs to your 
protection. My connection indeed with 
the latter is of ſo powerful a kind, that [ 
could not be more ſolicitous for my own 

rſonal concerns. I entreat you, there- 
ore, to give him proofs of my enjoying 
that ſhare of your affection, which | per- 
ſuade myſelf I poſſeſs : and be aſſured 
ou cannot ſhew me a more agreeable 
inſtance of your friendſhip. Fare wel. 


LETTER um. 
To Marcus Licinius Graſſes. | 


— [A. U. 699.) ; 
I AM perſuaded that all your friends 
have informed you of the Leal with 
which I lately both defended and pro- 
mated your dignities : as indeed it was' 
too warm and too conſpicuous to have 
been paſſed over in filence. Tſſe oppo- 
fition I met with from the conſuls &, as 
well as from ſeveral others of conſular 
rank, was the ſtrongeſt I ever encounter- 
ed: and you muſt now look: upon me as 
your declared advocate upon all occaſions, 
where your glory is concerned. Thus 
bave I abundantly compenſated for the 
intermiſſion bf thoſe good offices, which 
the friendſhip between us had long given 
you a right to claim; but which, by a 
variety of accidents, have lately been 
ſomewhat interrupted. There never was 
a time, believe me, when 1 wanted an 
inclination to cultivate your eſteem, or 
omote your intereſt. Though, it muſt 
owned, a certain ſet of men, why are 
the bane of all amicable intercourſe, and 
who envied us the mutual honour that 
reſulted from ours, have upon ſome oc- 
caſions been ſo unhappily ſucceſsful as to 
create a coolnefs between us. It has 
happened, however (what I rather wiſh- 
ed than expected), that I havę found an 
opportunity, even when your affairs were 


® The conſuls of this year were L. Domitius 
Abenobarbus, and Appius Claudius Pulcher. 
3 1 
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in the moſt proſperoys train, of civing. a 

blic teſtimony by my fervices to you, 
that I always moſt ſincerely preſerved the 
remembrance of our former amity. The 
truth is, I have approved myſelf your 
friend, not only to the full conviction of 
your family in particular, but of all Rome 
in general, In conſequence of which, 
that ' moſt valuable of women, your ex- 
cellent wife *, together with thoſe illuſ- 
trious models of virtue and filial piety, 
your two amiable ſons, have perpetual 
recourſe to my aſſiſtance and advice: and 
the whole world is ſenſible, that no one is 
more zealouſly diſpoſed to ſerve you than 
myſelf, E 

Vour family-correſpondents have in- 
formed you, I imagine, of what has hi- 
therto paſſed in your affair, as well as 
of what is at preſent in agitation. As for 
myſelf, I'entreat you todo me the juſtice 
to believe, that it was not 'any ſudden 
ſtart of inclination, which diſpoſed me to 
embrace this opportunity of vindicating 
your honour: on the contrary, it was 
my ambition from the firſt moment I en- 
tered the Forum, to be ranked in the 
number of your friends +. I have the 
ſatisfaCtion to reflect, that I have never, 
from that time to this hour, failed-in the 
higheſt ſentiments of eſteem for you: and 
I doubt not, you have always retained the 
. ſame affectionate regard towards me. If 
the effects of this mutual diſpoſition have 
been interrupted by any little ſuſpicions 
(for ſuſpicions only, I am ſure, they were), 
be the remembrance of them for ever 
blotted out of our hearts, I am per- 
ſuaded indeed from thoſe virtues which 


form your character, and from thoſe which 


I am deſirous ſnould diſtinguiſh mine, that 
our friendly union in the preſent conjune- 
ture cannot but be attended with equal 
honour to us both. What inſtances you 
may be willing to give meofyoureſteem, 
mult be left to your own determination: 
but they will be ſuch, I flatter myſelf, as 
may tend moſt to advance my dignities. 
For my own part, I faithfully promiſe 
the utmoſt exertion of my beſt ſervices, 
In every article wherein I can contribute 
to increaſe yours. Many, I know, will 
be my rivals in theſe amicable offices : 

tit is a contention in which all the 


® This lady's name was Tertulla.- 
I Crafſus was almoſt ten years older than 
Cicero; ſo that when the latter firſt appeared 
at the bar, the former had already eſtabliſhed 
character by his oratorical abilities. 
OY 


{ | 
AN 1. 


letter. : : 


E N T. 15 


world, I queſtion not, and particularly 
your two ſons, will acknowledge my ſu- 
periority. Be aſſured, I love them both 
in a very uncommon degree; though 1 
will own, that Publius is my favourite. 
From his infancy indeed, he diſcovered a 
ſingular regard to me: as he particularly 
diſtinguiſhes me at this time with all the 
marks even of filial reſpect and affection. 
Let me deſire you to conſideł this let- 
ter, not as a ſtrain of unmeaning com- 
pliment, but as a ſacred and ſolemn eo- 
venant of friendſhip, which I ſhall moſt 
ſincerely and religiouſly obſerve. I ſhall 
now perſevere in being the adyocate of 
your honours, not only from a motive of 
affection, but from a prigciple of con- 
ſtancy : and without any application on 
your part, you may depend on my em- 
bracing every opportunity, wherein I 
ſhall think my ſervices may prove agree- - 
able to your intereſt or your inclinations. 
Can you once doubt then, that any re- 
queſt to me for this purpoſe, ekher by 
yourſelf or your family, will meet with a 
moſt punctual obſervance ? I hope, there- 
fore, you will not ſcruple to employ me 
in all your concerns, of what nature or 
importance ſoever, as one who is moſt 
, faithfully your friend: and that you will 
direct your family to apply to me in all 
their atfairs of every kind, whether re- 
lating to you or to themſelves, to their 
friends or their dependents. And be aſ- 
ſured, I ſhall ſpare no pains to render 
your abſence as little uneaſy to them as 


poſſible. Farewel. 


LETTER XIV. 
' To Julius Cæſar 1. 


IA. U. 699. _ 

I AM going to give you an inſtance how 

much I rely upon your affectionate ſer- 
vices, not only towards myſelf, but in 
favour alſo of my friends. It was my 
intention, if I had gone abroad in an 
foreign employment, that Trebatius || - 
ſhouid have accompanied me: and he 
would not have returned without receiv- 
ing the higheſt and moſt advantageous 
honours I ſhould have been able to have 


t C=far was at this time in Gaul, preparing 


for his firſt expedition into Britain: which, 
as Tacitus obſerves, he rather diſcovered than 
conquered. 


See an account of him in the following 


conferred 


1 4 


_ conferred upon him. But as Pompey, 1 
find, defers ſetting out upon his com- 
miſſion longer than I imagined ; and I 
am apprehenſive likewiſe that the doubts 
vou know I entertain in regard to my at- 

_ tending him, may poſſibly prevent, as 
they will certainly at leaſt delay, my 
journey; I take the liberty to refer Tre- 
batius to you good offices, for thoſe be- 

| nefits he expected to have received from 
mine. I have ventured indeed to pro- 
miſe, that he will find you full as well 
diſpoſed to advance his intereſt, as I have 
always aſſured him he would find me: 
and a very extraordinary Eircumſtance 
occurred, which ſeemed to confirm this 
opinion I entertained of your generoſity. 

For in the very inſtant I was talking with 
Bal bus upon this ſubjeR, your letter was 
delivered to me: in the cloſe of which 
you pleaſantiy tell me, that “in com- 
© pliance with my requeſt, you will make 

_ * Orfius king of Gaul, or aſſign him over 
„to Lepta, and advance any other per- 
©« ſon whom I ſhould be inclined to re- 
„ commend.” This had fo remarkable 
a coincidence with our diſcourſe, that it 
ſtruck both Balbus and myſelf, as a ſort 
of a happy omen that had ſomething in it 
*more than accidental. As it was my in- 

. tention, therefore, befote I received your 

letter, to have tranſmitted Trebatius to 
you; ſo I now conſign him to your er 
tronage as upon your own invitation, Re- 
ceive him then, my dear Cæſar, with your 
uſual generoſity; and diſtinguiſh him 
with every honour that my ſolicitations 
can induce you to confer, I do not re- 
commend him iu the manner you ſojuſtly 
rallied, when I] wrote to you in favour of 
Orfius : but I will take upon me to aſſure 
you, in true Roman fincerity, that there 
lives not a man of greater modeſty and 
merit. I muſt not forget to mention alſo 
(what indeed is his diſtinguiſhing qualifi- 
cation), that he isemineptly {killed in the 
laws of his country, and happy in an un- 
common ſtrength of memory. I will not 
point out any particular piece of preſer- 
ment, which 1 wiſh you to beſtow upon 


to admit him into a ſhare of your friend- 
ſhip. Nevertheleſs, if you ſhould think 
90 eee diftinguiſh him with the tri- 
unate or præfecture &, or any other little 
honours of that nature; I ſhall have no 


= 
* 


* The military tribnnes were next in rank 
to the lieutenantsor commander: in chief under 
the gene: al; as the præfectus legions was the 


* 
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catry.the chief ſtandard of the 


him: I will only in general intreat you 


manner of objection. In good earneſt I 
entirely reſign him out of my hands into 

urs, which never were lifted up in 
#55 or pledged in friendſhip, without 
effet.—But I fear I have preſſed you far- 
ther upon this occaſion than was neceſ- 
ſary : however, I know you pill excuſe 
my warmth in the cauſe ofa end. Take 
care of your health, and continue to love 
me. Fare wel. . 


LETTER XV. 
To Trebatius . 


I NEVER write to Cæſar or Balbus, with- 


out taking occaſion to mention you in 


the advantageous terms you deſerve: and 


this in a ſtyle that evidently diſtinguiſhes 
me for your ſincere well-wiſher. I hope 
therefore you will check this. idle 2 
for the elegancies of Rome, and refolutely 
perſevere in the purpeſe of your Journey, 


till your merit andafliduity ſhall have o 


tained the deſired effect. In the mean 
time, your friends here will excuſe your 
abſence, no leſs than the ladies of Corin 


did that of Medea inthe play I, when ſh 


artfully perſuades them not to impute it 


moſt honourable poſt in the Roman armies 
after that of the military tribunes. The bu- 
ſineſs of the former was, among other articles, 
to decide all controverſies that aroſe amang 
the ſoldiers; and that of the vr was to 
ion. 

+ This i« the ſame perſon in whole behalfthe 

foregoing letter to Cæſat is writtea, and which 


ſee ms to have had ſo good an effect, that we 


find him mentioned by Suetonius as in the 
number of Cæſar's particular favourites. He 
appears in-this earlier part of his life to have 
beenof a more gay and indolent diſpoſitionthan 
is conſiſtent with making a figure in buſineſs; 
but he afterwards, however, became à ver) 
celebrated lawyer : and one of the moſt agree- 
able ſatires of Herace is addreſſed to him un- 
der that honourable character. If the Eng'iſh 
reader is deſicous of being acquainted with tue 
ſpirit of that performance, he will find it pre- 
ler ved, and even improved, among Mr. Pope s 
excellent imitations of Horace. Suet, in vi. 
Jul. Ceſar. Her. Sat. ii, 1. Pope's poems, vol. 
ii. p. 109. 5 / 
1 Medea being enamoured of Jaſon, afliſted 
him in obtaining the golden fleece, and then 
ficd with him f.om her father's court. He a 
terwards however deſerted her for Creula the 
daughter of Creon king of Corinth, whom 
Medea deſtroyed by certain magical arts. Fn- 


nius, a Roman poet who flouriſhed about # 


century before the date of this letter, forme 
a play upon this ſtory : from which periorm- 
ance the following lines are quited, 


. to 


Sect. . 


to her as a crime, that ſhe had forſaken 
her country: for, as ſhe tells them, 
There are ho diſtant from their native ſoil, 
Sull for their own and country's glory toil : 
While ſomes, faſt-rooted to their parent ſpot, 
In life are Neſs, and in death forgot. 
Inthis laſt ingloriousclaſs you would mo 
certainly have been numbered, had not 
your friends all conſpired in forcing you 
from Rome, — But more of this another 
time : in the mean while let me adviſe 
you, who. know ſo well how to manage 
ſecurities for others, to ſecure yourſelf 
f-om the Britiſh charioteers*. And fince 
I have been playing the Medea, let me 
make my exit with the following lines of 
the ſame tragedy, which are well worth 
your conſtant remembrance : 


His wiſdom, ſure, on folly's confines lines, 
Who, wiſe for others, for himſelf's unwiſe, 


Farewel. 


LETTER LXYL. 
To the ſame. 
F 
] Fare all opportunities of writing in 
your favour : and I ſhall be glad you 
would let me know with what ſucceſs, My 


chief reliance is on Balbus: in my letters 


to whom frequently and warmly recom- 
mend your intereſt. But why do you not 
let me hear from you every time my 
brotffer diſpatches a courier? 

lam informed there is neither gold nor 


Ilverin all Britain . If that ſhould be 


* The armies of the ancient Britons were 
partly compoled of troops who fought in «pen 


chariors; to the axle-trees of which were fixed 


a kind of ſhort ſcythe. Ce. de bell. Gall. iv. 
10 Sir William Temple's intreduftion 10 the 
Hil. of England. | 1 
FA notion had prevailed among the Romans, 
that Bricain abounded in gold and filver mines 
3nd this report, it is probable, firſt ſuggeſted to 
Cæſar the deſign of conquering our iſland it was 
ſoon diſcovered, however, that theſe ſources of 
wealth exiſted only in their own imaginations : 
and all their hopęs of plunder ended in the little 
advantage they could make by the ſale of their 
pe ſoners. Cicero*taking notice of this eircum- 
ſtance toAtticus, ridicules the poverty and igno- 
rance of our Britiſh anceſtors ; which gives oc- 
caſion to the ingenious hiſtorian of his life to 
break ont into the following pertinent and uſe- 
ful obſervations : From their railleries of this 
a ira) Dr. Middleton) one cannot help re- 
„Tectiog on the ſurprizing fate and revolutions 
of kingdoms : how Rome, once the miſtreſs 
. of the world, the ſeat of arts, empire, and 
glory, now lies ſunk in floth, ignorance, and 
W fs 18 5 
Poverty; enſlaved to the moſt cruel as well 
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the caſe, I would adviſe you to ſeize one 
of the enemy's military cars, and drive 


back to us with all expedition. But if 


you think you ſhall be able to make your 
fortune without the affiſtance of Britiſh | 
ſpoils; by all means eſtabliſh yourſelf in 

ſar's Cioadilp. To be ſerious; both 
my brother and Balbus will be of great 
ſervice to you for that purpoſe: but, be- 
lieve me, your dwn merit and aſſiduity 
will prove yuur beſt recommendation. 
You have every favourable circumſtance 
indeed for your advancement, that can 
be wiſhed. On the one hand, you are in 
the prime and vigour of your years; as 
on the other, you are ſerving under a 
commander diſtinguiſhed for the genero- 
ſity of his diſpoſition, and to whom you 


"have been recommended in the ſtrongeſt 


terms, Ina word, there is not the leaſt 
fear of your ſucceſs, if your own con- 
currence be not wanting. Farewel. 


LETTER XVII. 


8 To the ſame. 
p LA. U. 699. ] "I EE OY 

I Have received a very obliging lette 

from Cæſar, wherein he tells me, that 
though his numberleſs occupations have 
hitherto prevented him frum ſeeing you 
ſo often as he wiſhes, he will certainly 
find an opportunity of being better ac- 
quainted with you. I have aſſured him 
in return, how extremely acceptable his 
generous ſervices to you would prove to 
myſelf, But ſurely you are much too 
precipitate in your determinations: and 
I could not but wonder that you ſhould 
have refuſed the advantages of a tribune's 
commiſſion, eſpecially as you might have 
been excuſed, it ſeems, from the func- 
tions of that poſt. If you continue to act 
thus indiſcreetly, I ſhall certainly exhibit 
an inſor mation againſt you to your friends 


* as to the moſt contemptible of tyrants, ſuper- 
« ſtition and religious impoſture: while this te- 
* mote country, anciently the jeſt and con- 
* tempt of the polite Romans, is become the 
happy ſeat of liberty, plenty, and letters, 
„ flouriſhing in all the arts and refinements of 
„civil life; yet running perhaps the ſame * 
„ courſe which Rome itſelt had run before it; 
* from virtuous induſtry to wealth; from 
wealth to luxury; from luxury to an impati- 
* ence of diſcipſine and corruption of morals; 
til! by a total degeneracy and loſs of virtue, 
being grown ripe\ for deſtruction, it falls a 
«© prey, 4t laſt to ſome hardy oppreſſor, and, 
« with the loſs of liberty, loſing every thing 
* elle that is valu+ble, finks gradually again 
into its Original barbariſm”” 
Ad Alt. iv. Life of Cie, ii. 10%. 
| _ Vacerra 
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Vacerra and Manilius. I dare not ven- 
ture, however, to /ay the caſe befqreCor- 
nelius : for as you profeſs to have learned 
a H your wiſdom from his, inſtruQtions; to 
arraign the pupil of imprudence, would 
be a tacit reflection, you know, upon the 
tutor. But in good earneſt, I conjure 
you not to loſe the faireſt opportunity of 


making your fortune, that probably will 


* 


ever fall again in your way. 

I frequently recommend your intereſts 
to Precianus, whom you mention; and he 
writes me word that he has done you 
ſome good offices. Let me know of what 
kind they are. I expect . a letter upon 
your arrival in Britain. Farewell, 


LETTER XVIII. 
To the ſame. 
(A. v. 699.] 


Ir made your acknowledgments to 


my brother, in purſuance of your re- 
queſt; and am glad to have an occaſion 
of applauding you for being fixed at laſt 
in ſome ſettled reſolution. The ſtyle of 
your former letters, I will own, gave me 
2 good deal of uneaſineſs. And allow me 
to ſay, that in ſome of them you diſ- 


covered an impatience to return to the 


polite refinements of Rome, which had 
the appearance of much levity : that in 
ſome I regretted your indolence, and in 
others your timidity. They frequently 
likew ſe gave me occaſion to think, that 
you were not altogether ſo reaſon1ble in 
your expectations, as is agreeable to your 
uſual modeſty. One would have 1ma- 
gined, indeed, you had carried a bill of 
exchange upon Czſar, inſtead of a letter 
of recommendation: for you ſeemed to 
think you had nothing more to do than to 
receive your money and haſten home 
again. But money, my friend, is not ſo 
eaſily acquired: and I could name ſome 
of our acquaintance who have been ob- 


lige4 to travel as far as Alexandria in 


purſuit of it, without having yet been 
able to obtain even their juſt demands. 
If wy inclin»tions were governed ſolel 

by my intereſt, I ſhould _— chooſe 


to have vou here: as nothing affords me 


more pleaſure than your con-pany, or 
more advantage than your advice and 


aſſiſtance. But as you ſought my friend- 


* This alludes to thoſe who ſupplied Pto le- 


mr with money when he was ſoliciting his af- 


ian iy Rome. 
* 
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ſhip and patronage from your earlie 
youth, I always thought 6 
upon me to act with a diſintereſted vier 
to your welfare; and not only to give 
you my protection, but to advance, 
every means in my power, both your 
fortunes and your dignities. In conſe. 
uence of which I dare ſay you have not 
orgotten thoſe unfolicited offers I made 
you, when I had thoughts of being em- 
ployed abroad. I no ſooner gave up my 
intentions of this kind, and perceived 


that Cæſar treated me with great diſtine- 


tion and friendſhip, chan I recommended 
uu in the ſtrongeſt and warmeſt terms to 
is favour ; perfectly well knowing the 
ſingular probity and benevolence of his 
heart, Accordingly he ſhewed, not onl 
by his letters to me, but by his conduk 
towards you, the great regard he paid to 
my recommendation, If you have any 
opinion, therefore, of my judgment, or 
Imagine that I ſincerely wiſh you well, 
let me perſuade you to continue with 
him. Ang notwithſtanding you ſhould 
meet with ſome things to diſguſt you, as 
buſineſs, perhaps, or other obſtructions 


may render him leſs expeditious in gra- 


tifying your views than you had reaſon 
to expect, ſtill however perſevere; and 


truſt me, you will find it prove in the end 


both for your intereſt and your honour, 
Toexhort you any farther, night look like 


impertinence: let me only remind you, | 


that if you loſe this opportunity of im- 
proving your fortunes, yok will never 
meet again with ſo generous a patron, ſo 
rich a province, or ſo convenient a ſeaſon 
for this purpoſe. And (to expreſs my- 
ſelf in the ſtyle of you lawyers) Cornelius 
has given his opinion to the ſame effect. 
lam glad for my ſake, as well as yours, 
that you did not attend Cæſar into Britain: 


as it has not only ſaved you the fatigue of | 
a very diſagreeable expedition, but e 
likewiſe that of being the perpetual audi- 
tor of your wonderful exploits. Let me 
know in what part of the world you are 


likely to take up vour winter quarters, 


and in what poſt you are, or expect to be, 
_ employed, Farewel. : 


"LETTER XIX, 
To the ſame, 
A. u. 6 


. U. 699.) = 
T is a contiderable ; fince I here 


heard any thing from you. As for 
myſelf, if I have not written theſe three 


months, * 


* 


. > Þ- ey 2 . e 


Seck. I, 


months, it was becauſe, after you were 
ſeparated from my brother, I neither 
neu where to addreſs my letters, nor by 
what hand to convey. them. . I much 
wiſh to be informed how your affairs go 
02, and in what part of the world your 
vinter- quarters are likely to be fixed. I 
ſhould be glad they might be with Cæſar: 
but, as 1 would not venture in his preſent 
\89\4ion® to trouble him with a letter, I 
have written upon that ſubject to Balbus. 
la the mean while, let me intreat you not 
t» be wanting to yourſelf: and for my 
ben part, I am contented to give up ſo 
much more of yu company, provided 
the longer you ſtay abroad the richer you 
ſhould return. There is nothing, I think, 
particularly to haſten you home, now that 
Vacerra is dead. However, you are the 
dell judge: and I ſhould be glad to know 
what you have determined, 

There is a queer fellow of your ace 
qraintance, one Octavius dr Cornelius. ( 
<not perfectly recollect his name, ) who 
1s perpetually inviting me, as a friend 
of yours to ſup with him. He has not 
ye: prevailed with me to accept his com- 
plament: however, I am obliged to the 
nin. Fare wel. 


LETTER xx. 
To Munatiut. 


[A. U. 699.) : | 
| Yerws Livineius Trypho is the 
freed- man of my very intimate friend 
Regulus: and though the misfortunes of 
tae latter cannot raiſe him higher in my 
nedion, they have, however, rendered 
te more aſſiduous to teſtify it in eve 
ntance wherein he is the leaſt 9 
du l have till a farther reaſon to intereſt 
myſelf in behalf of his freed-man: as I 
tperienced his ſervices at a ſeaſon when 
tad the beſt opportunity of proving the 
inerity of my friends. I recommend 


car about this time loſt his daughter Ju- 
4, Who died in childebed She was married to 
Pompey, who was ſo paſſivantely fond of her, 
u. ſe leems, duiing the ſhort ti ne they lived 
endet, to have taken entire poſſefſion of his 
No dent, and to have turned all bis ambiti 
f a thef: gle deſite of appearing amiable in 
the The death of this young lady proved 
ehe calamity, as it diſſoſved the oaly 


b 


"Ve baud of union between her father and 


he Bud, and baſteved that rupture which 
5 the deſtrucdion of the commonwealth, 
6s L uon 8 this, that the elecant Pater- 
* l her, medium male cebærentis inter 
bn 4 of Cefarem c:nordie pignus. Plut. 


but, Pemp. et Ceſar. Vel. Faterc. i. 7 
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him, therefore, to your protection with all 
the warmtn of the moſt ſenſible grati- 
tude: and I ſhall be extremely obliged to 
you for ſhewing him, that you place to 
your own account thoſe many dangerous 
winter-voyages he formerly undertook 
upon mine. Farewel. 


LETTER XXI. 


To Trebatius, 
[A. V. 699.) 


158 — by your letter, that m 


friend Cæſar looks upon you as a mo 
wonderful lawyer: and are you not happy 
in being thus placed in a country where 
you make ſo conſiderable a figure upon 
ſo ſmall a ſtock + ? But with how much 
greater advantage would your noble ta- 
lents have appeared, had you gone into 
Britain? Undoubtedly there would not 
have been ſo profound a ſage in the law 
throughout all that extenſive iſland. _ 
Since your. my has provoked me to 
be thus jocoſe, I will proceed in the ſame 
ſtcain, and tell you there was one part of 
it I could not read without ſome — * 
And how indeed could it be otherwiſe, 
when 1 found, that, whilſt much greater . 
men were in vain attempting to get ad- 
mittance to Cæſat, you were ſingled out 
from the crowdandevenſummoned toan 
audience 1? But after giving me an ac- 
+ The ludicrous author of the Tale of « Tub 
has applied this paſſage with more humour, per · 
haps, than it was fiiſt conceived. He is accoum 
ing for the propagation of the ſeveral abſurd 
doQrines of philoſophy and religion that have 
prevailed in the world, by ſuppoſing that every 
iyſtem-maker is always ſure of finding a ſet of 
dilciples whoſe tone of uaderſtanding is exactly 
pitched to the abſurdity or extravagance of his 
tenets. And in this one circumſtance," ſaysbe, 
lies all the {kill or luck of the matter. Cicero 
underſtood this very well, when writing tos 
friend in England, with a caution, among 
** other matters, to beware of being cheated by 
our hackney coachmea (who it ſeems, in 
© thoſe days, were as errant raſcals as they are 
*now,) has theſe remarkable words: ef! gqued 
„ raudeas te in iſta loca weniſſe, ubi aligaid ſas 
« >ere viderere. For to ſpeak a bold truth, it is 
% fata] miſcarriage, ſo il! to order affairs, as 
to paſs for a fool in one company, when in 
„another you might be treated as a philoſo- 
* pher. Which 1 defire ſome certain gentle» 
men of my acquaintance to lay up in their 
heart as & very leafonable innuendo.” ' 
Tale of a Tub, p. 164. 
I Trebativs, it isprobabie, had informed Ci- 
C210 in the leiter to which ths is an anſwer, 
that he had been ſummoued by Cæſar to attend 
him as his aſſeſſor upon I me tial: which 
lee ms to have led our author into che railleries 
of this and the preceding palF ges. 
D 2 count 
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count of affairs which concern others 3 
ny were you filent as to your own ? 
Aſſured as you are that I intereſt myſelf 
in them with as/ much zeal as if they im- 


mediately related to myſelf. Accord-. 


ingly, as I am extremely afraid you will 


have no employment to keep you warm in 


your winter-quarters, I would by all 
means adviſe you to lay in a ſufficient 
quantity of fuel. Both Mucius and Ma- 
nilius * have given therr opinions to the 
ſame purpoſe; eſpecially as your vegi- 
mentals, they apprehend, will fcarce be 
feady ſoon enough, to ſecure you againſt 
the approaching cold. We hear, how- 
ever, there has been hot work in your 
part of the world; which ſomewhat 
alarmed me for your ſafety. But I com- 
forted myſelf with conſidering, that you 
are not altogether ſo deſperate a ſoldier,as 
you are a lawyer. It is a wonderful con- 
ſolation indeed to your friends to be aſ- 
ſired that your paſſions are not an over- 


match for your pradence. Thus, as much 


as I know you love the water f, you 


® Mucius and Manilius, it muſt be ſuppoſed, 
were two lawyers, and paiticular friends of 
Trebatius: as the humour of this witticiſm evi- 
dently conſiſts in an alluſion to that profeſſion. 
+ la che origit?al it is, Rludiofiſſimus homo na- 
tandi, the ambiguity of which could not have 


been preſerved in a more literal tranſlation. - 


The art of ſwimming was among the number 


of polite exerciſes in ancient Rome, and eſ- 


teemed a neceſſary qualification for every gen- 
tleman. Thus we find Cato the elder, himſelf, 
inſtructing his ſon in this accompliſhment : as 
Auguſtus likewiſe performed the ſame office in 
the education of his two grandſons, Caius and 
Lucius. It was indecd one of the eſſential arts 


in military diſcipline, as both the ſoldiers and 


officers had frequently no other means of pur. 
ſuing or retreating from the enemy. Accord- 
ingly the Campns Martius, à place where the 
Roman youth were taught the ſcience of arms, 
Was ſituated on the banks of the Tiber: and 
they con:tantly finiſhed their exerciles of this 
kind, by throwing themſelves into the river, 
is ſh ws the wonderſul propriety of thoſe 
noble lines which Sliakeſpeor puts into the 
 mbuth of Caſſius, in that maſterly ſcene, where 
hes en eavouting t ſound the ſenimeuts, and 
fire The indignation of Brutus towards Ceſar. 
W.- can both 
Endure the winter's colg 8+ weil as he. 
For once upon a raw and gully day, 
The*troubl-d Tibet chafing with his ſhores, 
Cæſar ſay to me, Dar'ſt thou, Caſſius, now, 
« Leap in with me into this angry flood, 


« And ſwim to yond-r point?“ Upon the word, 


Accoutred as | wa, I plunged in, 

And bade him 'ollow : fo indeed he did. 
The torrent roar'd, and we cd buffct it 

Wi h Juſty finevs, throwing it aue, | 
Aud (temming it with hearts of controverſy, 


Book I. 


EPISTLES. 


would not venture, I find, to croſt it with 


Cæſar: and though nothing could keep 
you from the combats + in Rome, you 
were much too wiſe, I perceive, to at- 
tend them in Britain. 

But pleaſantry apart: you know with. 
out my telling you with what zeal I have 
recommended you to Cæſar though per- 
haps you may not be appriſed, that I 
have frequently, as well as warmly, writ- 
ten to him upon that ſubje&t. I had for 
ſome time, indeed, intermitted my ſolicit- 
ations, as I would not ſeem to diſtruſt 
his friendſhip and generoſity : however, l 
thought proper in my laſt to remind him 
once more of his promiſe. I delire you 
would let me know what effect my letter 
has produced; andat the ſame time give | 
me a full account of every thing that con- 
cerns you. For | am exceedingly anxious | 
to be informed of the — and ſitu- 
ation of your affairs; as well as how long 
you imagine your abſence is likely tocon- | 
tinue. Be uaded, that nothing could 
reconcile me to this ſeparation but the |} 
hopes of its proving to your advantage, | 
In any other view I ſhould not be ſo im- 
politic as not to inſiſt on your return: as 
you would be too prudent, I dare ſay, io 
delay it. The truth is, one hour's gay | 

or ſerious converſation together, is of 
more importance to us, than all the foes 
and all the friends that the whole nation 
of Gaul can produce, I intreat you there- 
fore, to ſend me an immediate account in 
what poſture your affairs ſtand : and be 
aſſured, as honeſt Chremes ſays to his 
neighbour in the play 6, | | 
Whatever cares thy lab"ring boſom grieve, | 
My tongue ft all ſoothe them, or my hund relieve. 
Farewel. | f 


. * 


— 


But ere we could arrive the point propoſed. 
Cæſar cry'd, ** Help me, Caſſius, or | fink.” 
I, as Eneas, our great anceſtor, 
Did from the flames of Troy upon his ſhoulder © 
The old Anchiſes bear, fo ſrom the waves of Þ 
Tyber 3 5 
Did I the tired Cæſar: and this man 
|: now become a God, &c, 


Monſieur Dacier obſerves, that this paſſage of 
Cicero diſcovers the juſtneſs of thoſe verſes n 
Horace, where Trebatius is repreſented 25 2d. 
viſing the Roman ſatyriſt to iwim croſs the 17. 
ber, as an excellent remedy againſt his poetical 
propenſity; ſince, like other phyſicians, he pre- 
ſcribed a regimen,it ſecms, m ſt agr. eable to "15 Wh 
own taſte and practice. 1. in wit. Cato. Cen- 1 
for. Suet, in vit. Angufti 64. Veget. de re mult : 
i.1o Dacter rem. fur la Sat. i duliv.i\ d'Hor. 22 
t Alluding to his tondneſs of the gladp—q 
rial games. ö 
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LETTER XXII. 
Do the ſame. 
[A. U. 699.) 


you remember the charaQer given of 
the Phrygians in the play “; that 


on all hands a ſettled point (and you have 
reaſon, certainly, to congratulate yourſelf 
upon it,) that you are the moſt proſound 
ſage in the law throughout the whole 
city, of Samarobrivaſ. Farewel. 


* 


LETTER XXII. 


their wiſdom ever came too late:“ but 
you are reſolved, my dear cautious old _ 
yentleman, that no imputation of this | 
kind ſhall be fixed upon. you. Thank ; [A. U. 699.] 
Heaven indeed, you wiſely ſubdued the J Congratulate your ſafe return from 
romantic ſpirit of your firſt letters; as 4 your province in the fulneſs of your 
you were not ſo obſtinately bent upon fame, and amidſt the general tranquillity , 
new adventures as to hazard a voyage for of the republic. If I were in Rome, I 
that purpoſe into Britain : and whe, in ſhould have waited upon you for this 
truth, can blame you? It is the ſame diſ- purpoſe in perſon, and in order likewiſe 
polition, 1 imagine, that has immovably to make my acknowledgments to you 
fixed you in your winter-quarters: andcer- for your favours to my friends Egnatius 
tainly there is nothing like acting withcir- and Oppius. 
cumſpection upon all oecaſions. Take my I am extremely ſorry to hear, that 
word for it, Prudence is the ſafeſt ſhield. you have taken great ottence againſt my 
If it were uſual with me to ſup fiom friend and hoſt Ter, I cannot pre- 
home, moſt undoubtedly I could not re- tend to judge of the merits of the caſe; 
fuſe your gallant friend Octavius. I will but I kno character too well not to 
own, however, I love to mortiſy the be perſuaded, thar you are incapable of 
man's vanity : and whenever he invites indulging an unreaſonable reſentment, 
me, I always affect to look with ſome I conjure you however, by our lon 
ſurpriſe, as not ſeeming to recolle& his friendſhip, to pardon for my ſake his 
perſon, Seriouſly, he is a wondrous pretty ſons, who lie entirely at your mercy, 


To Quintus Philippus, Proconſul, 


[a.U.6 


\ fellow : what pity it is that you did not If I imagined you could not grant this 


take him abroad with you! — favour conſiſtently with your honour, I 

Let me know how you are employed, ſhould be far from making the requeſt : 
and whether there is any probability of as myregard for your reputation is much 
ſeeing you in Italy this winter. Balbus ſuperior toall conſiderations of friendſhip 
allures me, that you will certainly return which I owe to this family. But if I am 
immenſely, rich: but whether he means not miſtaken (and indeed I very poſſibly 
in the vulgar ſenſe, or agreeably to the may,) your clemency towards them will 
maxim of his friends the Stoics, who rather add to your character, than dero- 
maintain, you know, that ©* every man gate from it. If it be not too much 
s rich who has the free enjoyment of trouble, therefore, I ſhould be glad you 
© earth and air;“ is a doubt which time would let me know how far a compliance 
vill clear up. ; with my requeſt is in your power: for 

find by thoſe who come from your that it is in your incliuation I have not 
part of the world that you are grown the leaſt reaſon to doubt. Farewel. 


, #onderfully reſerved : for they tel} me, 


jou anſyer no queries . However, it is vourite one with our author: for he repeats it 
in a ſubſequent letter, where he is rallying . 
*A tragedy called the Trojan Horſe , another of his friends upon an occaſion of the 
which ſeerns, by Cicero's frequent quotations ſame nature. . 


rom it, to have been in great eſteem. 

} The witiciſm of this paſſage conſiſts in 
lhe«touble fenſe o the verb reſfondere. which, 
belides its common acceptation, ſignifies like- 
Wie the giving an inen 1 2 lawyer, This 
conceit, ſuch as it is, ſeems to have been a fa- 


Antont = potuit contemnere, ft fic 
Omnia dixiſſet! _ | Juv. 


1 A principal town in Gaul, now called 
A:nien*, and where Trebatius lecuis to tave 
bad his winter-quaiters., 2 


\ 


ir 


1 


to your noble kindred. 


LETTER XXIV. 
To Lucius Valeriurx, the Lawyer, 


| s [A U. 699-] | 
FO R+ why ſhould t not gratify your 


vanity with that honourable appella- 
tion ? Since, as the times go, my friend, 
confidence will readily paſs upon the 
world for ſkill, | 
have executed the commiſſion you 
ſent me, and made your acknowledg- 
ments to Lentulus, But I wiſh you 
would render my offices of this kind un- 
neceſſary, by putting an end to your te- 
dious abſence. Is it not more worthy of 
your mighty ambition tobe blended with 


| oy learned brethren at Rome, than to 


and the ſole great wonder of wiſdom 
amidſt a parcel of paltry Provincials? 
But I long to rally you in perſon: for 
which merry purpoſe I deſire you would 
haſten hither as expeditiouſly as poſſible, 
I would by no means, however, adviſe 
you to take Apulia in the way, leſt ſume 
diſaſtrous ad. enture in thoſe unlucky re- 
yu ſhould prevent our welcoming your 
afe arrival. And in truth, to what pur- 
poſe ſhould you viſitthis your native pro- 


vince 1? For, like Ulyſſes when he firſt 


returned to his Ithaca, you will be much 
too prudent, undoubtedly, to lay claim 
arewel, 


LETTER: XXV. 
To Caius Cu, io g. 


Ss [A. U 70 %] 
THo von lam ſorry you ſhould fuſpect 


me of neglecteng you, I will ac» 


Valerius is only known by this letter and 
anvthor, whereinCicerorecommentds him to Ap- 
piux, ac a per ſon who live in his family, and for 
whom he enteriained a very ſingular afteQion, 
By the air of this epiſtle, he ſeems to have been 


done of the ſort of |awyers, who may more p o- 


perly be laid to be of the pro effi n that the (ci- 
ence.” But as the vein ot humour which runs 
through this letter partly conſiſts in playing up- 
va Wide, it is no very ealy, perhaps it is 1en- 


- pofſibie, to be prefer in a Hanflation : and 


as it alludes to carcnmſtantes which are now 
altogehter unknown, it Juſt neceſſarily lo e 
much of 1:3 ori inst ſpirit. 

+ The abrupt beginning of this leite has in- 
dured ſome of the Commen tors to ſuireR 
that it is not enthe But Manutiue his very 


juitly obierve , that it evidently reſers to the 


infeription: ard he produdes an inſtance of the 
{ame kid from one o: the ep tits to Atticus. 


. id. ad Att. iii. 20 


1 Manutius imagines tha! Cicero means to 
rally the ob.curity o! his friend's bi-th, 

CCurio was seng bleman of great p-rts, 
(pu it,agyeloqu. aces but addid cd to cheprcvail- 
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knowledge that I am not ſo much con- 
cerned at your reproaches for my not 
writing, as | am pleaſed to find that you 
are e of hearing from me. Cou. 
ſcious indeed of not meriting your friend. 
ly accuſation, the inſtance it afforded me 
that my letters were acceptable to you, 
was a very agreeable proof of the conti- 
nuance of that affection which I have al- 
ready ſo frequently experienced. Believe 
me, I have never omitted writing, when- 
ever any perſon offered whom Il imagined 
likely to convey my letters into your 
„hands: and which of your acquaintance, 
I will venture to aſk, is a more punctual 
correſpondent than myſelf ? In return, 
| however, I have ſcarce received more 
than one or two letters from you ſince 
you left Rome; and thoſe too extremely 


coneiſe. Thus, you ſee, I can jultly re- 


tort your charge: you muſt not therefore 
paſs too ſevere a ſentence on your part, if 
you hope to receive a favourable one on 
mine. But | will dwell no longer on this 
article than to aiſure you, that ſince you 
are diſpoſed to accept theſe memorials of 
my friendſhip, I doubt not of acquitting 
myſelf to your full ſatisfaQion, 
Though 1 regret extremely the being 
thus long deprived of your agreeable 
company; yet I cannot but rejaice at an 
abſence which has contributed ſo much to 
your honour: as fortune indeed has, in all 
that concerns you, anſwered my warmett 
wiſhes. you o 
ſhort piece of adyice: and I offer it in 


compliance with the {ſincere dictates of 


that ſingular afteRion I bear you, Let 
me earneſt'y then intreat you to come 
well prepared at your return to at up to 
thoſe great ideas which the world has, 
with ſo much reaſon, conceived of your 
ſpirit and talents. And, as nothing can 
ever wear out the deep impreſſions your 
good offices have ſtamped upon my 
mind; ſo. l hope you will not forget, on 
your ſide, that you could not have attained 
thoſe honours or advantages that attend 
you, if you had not in the earlier part of 
your lite complied with my faithful and 
atteQionate admonitions. Have 1 not 
reaſon then to expect in return, that as 
the weight of old age now begins to bend 


ing luxury negallantries of a moſtd/fſojuteage. 
| © Curo had been moſt probably ablent 
from Rome about two years : for Caius Clo- 
dius, to whum he is ſuppoſed to have been 
quatiur, obtained the government of Alia an · 
ub 698. Pig. Annals” Mr, Res. : 
Curio afliſted him in his coateſt wick 
Ciod.us. 5 _ 
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I have only to offer you oue 
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| | 
me down *, you will ſuffer me to repoſe 


my declining years upon your youth aud 
friendſhip ? Farewel, 


Samarobriva. Befides, if you return 
ſoon, the — — you have ſuf. 
fered may paſs unremarked: whereas a 
longer purſuit to no purpoſe would be ſg 
ridiculous a circumſtance, that I am ter- 


9 | 
LETTER XXVII. ribly afraid it would ſcarce eſcape the 


IDS drollery of thoſe very arch fellows La- 
To Trebatius. berius{ and, my companion Valerius g. 
| And what a burleſque character would a 

[A. U. 900.} p Britiſh lawyer furniſh out for the Roman 


F you were not already in the number ſtage} You may ſmile perhaps at this 
[ of our abſentees, undoubtedly you notion: but thaugh I mention it in m 
would be tempted to leave us at this uſual ſtyle of pleaſantry, let rae tell a 
juncture: for what buſineſs can a lawyer it is no jeſting matter. In good earneſt, | 
expe&t in Rome during this long and if there is any proſpect that my recam." 


„ Ao ogy ie oo SY TOUT 


general ſuſpenſion of all juridical pro- 
ceedings! Accordingly, I adviſe my 


friends who have any actions commenced 


againſt them, to petition each ſucceſſive 
interrex + for a doudle enlargement of 
the uſual time for putting in their pleas: 
and is not this a proof how wonderfully [ 
have profi- ed by your ſage inſtructions in 
the law ? But tell me, my friend, ſince 
your letters, I obſerve, have lately run in 
a more enlivened ſtrain than uſual, what 
is it that has elevated you into ſo gay a 
humour? This air of pleaſantry I like 
well; it looks as if the world went ſuc- 
ceſstully with you: and I am all impa- 
tience to know what it is that has thus 
raiſed your ſpirits, You inform me in- 
deed, that Cæſar does you the honour to 
adviſe with you, For my own part, how- 
ever, I had rather hear that he conſulted 
vour intereſt, than your judgment, But 
ſeriouſſy; if the former is really the caſe, 
or there is any probability of its proving 
ſo, let me intreat you to continue in your 
preſent ſituation, and patiently ſubmit to 
theinconyeniencies of a military life: as 
on my part, I ſhall ſupport myſelf under 
you abſence with the hopes of itsturning 
to your advantage. But if all expeQa- 
dong of this kind ere at an end, let us ſee 
7?! 33 ſoon as poſſible: and perhaps 
ode method may be found here, of im- 
piovms your fortunes, If not, we ſhall 
cat have the ſatisfaRion of enjoying 
den other's company: and one haur's 
*on7eriation together is of more value to 
vs, m7 friend, than the whole city of 


2 Cicero wes at this time in the £4th year 
* Ne ge. Mast. 


7270 ad the exyiration f viich. iſ conſuls were 
on Husen, 2 new Interreæ 25 appoin ed for 
. © ame hort period And in this manner the 
err of theſe necafional magiſtr-tes was 
N40 og, till che elections were determined: 


Of all 7 was 
© This of iceof Intrerex continued only five | 
S This Valerius is ſuppoſed by ſome of the 


mendations will avail in abtaining the 
honours you deſerve, I cannot but ex- 
hort you, in all the fincerity of the 
warmelt friendſhip, to make yourſelf eaſy 
under this abſence, as a means of in- 
creaſing both your fortunes and your 
fame: if not, I would ttrangly adviſg 
your return. | have no doubt, however, 
that your own merit, in conjunction with 
my maſt zealous ſervices, will procure 
you every advantage you can reaſonably 
defire, Farewel, | | 


I Laberius was a Roman knight, whodiſtine 
guiſhed himſelf by his comic humour: and he 
had written ſeveral farces which were afled + 
with great applauſe, He was prevailed upon by 
Cæſar to take a part himſelf in one of his own 
performances: and the prologue which he 
poke upon that occaſion is fill extant. The 
whole compoſition is extremely ſpirited, aud 


affords a very advantageous ſpecimen of his ge- 


nius : but there is famething fo peculiarly juſt 
and beautif::! in ME iowa of the concluding 


lines, that the reader, perhaps will oot regret 
the being carried out of his way in oder to oh- 
ſerve it, Laberius was 69 ye urs of age, when in 
compliance wich Cæſar he thus made his fir 
entrance upon the ſtage: and in allufion ta 4 


. circumſtance ſo little fr vourable to his appears 


ing with fucceſs, he tells the audience, 


It hedera ſerfiens wires arbireas geeat x 

Ita me wetuſtas amplexu annorum erecat? 
Sepulchri fili, nibil niſi reren retineg ! 
Bbile round the cal the frau1ful toy testet. 
Robb" d of its ſtrem th the ſapleſt tree d clines x + 
Thus envieus age, advanc'd with lea'ing part, 


Cl ſps my chillig limbs, and hills with ceig 


en ace 
Like empty Lr fo heros fame, 
catning bu! the nene. 
Macrob. Situra it 4. 


commentators (o be Quintus Valerius Catul-⸗ 
tus, a celebrated poet, WhO. 4+ appears by vit 
Wo kes which a.eftili extant, was patrongd by 


C.cero. 
LEE YEN 


/ 
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LETTER Xxvi. 
| To the ſame. 
[A. U. 700. ] 1 
] WAS wondering at the long intermiſſi- 


on of your letters, when my friend Pan- 
ſa accounted for your indolence, by aſſur- 


ing me that you were turned an Epicurean. 


Gloriousellect indeed of camp-converſa- 
tion ! But if a metamorphoſis ſo extraor- 
dinary has been wrought in you amidſt 
the martial air of Samarobriva, what 
would have been the conſequence had I 


ſent you to the ſofter regions of Taren- 


tum *! I have been in ſome pain for 
— principles, I confeſs, ever ſince your 


| 3 with my frien& Seius, But 
l 


how will you reconcile your tenets to 
your profeſſion, and act for the intereſt of 
your client, now that you have adopted 


the maxim of doing nothing but for your 


own ? With what grace can you inſert 
the uſual clauſe in your deeds of agree- 
ment: The parties to theſe preſents,as be- 
comes good men and true, Sc.? For neither 
truth nor truſt can there be in thoſe who 
profeſſedly govern themſelves upon mo- 
tives of abſoluteſelfiſhneſs. I am inſome 
pain likewiſe, how you will ſettle the law 
concerning the partition of ** rights in 
*« common :” as there can be nothing in 
common between thoſe who make their 


own privategratification the ſoleeriterion 
of right and wrong. Or can you think 


it proper to adminiſter M oath, while you 
maintain that Jupiter is incapable of all 
reſentment? In a word, what will be- 
come of the good people of Ulubræ +, 
who have placed themſelves under your 
protection, if you hold the maxim of 
your ſeQ, that © a wiſe man ought not 

to engage himſelf in public affairs?“ 
In good earneſt, [ſhall be extremely ſorry, 
if it is true that you have really deſerted 


* Taretrum was a city in Italy, diſtinguiſh- 
ed for the ſoftneſs and luxury of its inhabi- 
tants. Geographers inform us that the greateſt 
Þ it of their year was conſumed in the cele- 
bration of ſtated feſtivals. Vid. Bunon. com- 
men? in Cluverit Geegraph | 


+ Cicero jocoſely ſpeaks of thi- people, as. 


if they bel veed to the moſt conſiderable town 
in Italy; whereas it was ſo wean and con— 
temptible a place, that Horace, in order to 
ſhow the power of contentment, ſays, that a 
perſon poſſeſſed of that excellent temper of 
mind, may be happy even at Ulubre. 
«Ef Ulubris, aim te ron defiett u,.“ 
| Mrs. Roſs, 
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us. But if your converſation is nothing 
more than a convenient compliment to 


the opinions of Panſa, I will forgive 
your diffi mulation, provided you let me 
know ſoon how your affairs go on, and 
in what manner I can be of any ſervice 
in. them. Farewel. 


LETTER XXVIL 


To Caius Curio. 


| At 0.0] -- 
OUR friendſhip, I truſt, needs not any 
other evidence to confirm its ſince- 
rity, than what ariſes from the teſtimony 
of our own hearts. I cannot, however, 
but conſider the death of your illuſtrious 
father, as depriving me of a moſt vene- 
rab'e witneſs to that ſingular affection I 
bear you. I regret that he had not the 
ſatisfation of taking a laſt farewel of 
you, before he cloſed his eyes : it was 
the only circumſtance wanting to render 
him as much ſuperior to the reſt of the 
world in his domeſtic happineſs, as in 
his public fame T. | 
I ſincerely wiſh you the happy enjoy- 
ment of your eſtate: and be aſſured, you 
will find in me a friend who loves and 
values you with the ſame tenderneſs as 
your father himſelf conceived for you, 
Farewel, | 


LETTER XXIX. 
To Trebatius, 


March the jth. [A. U. 500.] 
CE you ſeriouſly ſuppoſe me ſo un- 
| reaſonable as to be angry, becauſe | 
chought yau diſcovered too inconſtant a 
diſpoſition in your impatience to leave 
Gaul? And. can you poſſibly believe it 
was for that reaſon I have thus long 
omitted writing? The truth is, I was 
only concerned at the uneaſineſs which 
ſeemed to have overcaſt your mind: and 
1 forbore to write, upon no other account 


f He was conſal in the year of Rome 676, 
when he aged with great ſpirit in oppoſition to 
the attempts of Sieinius for reſtoring the tribu- 
nitial power, which had been much ab:idged 
by Sylla. In the following year he went goyer- 
nor into Macedonia, and by his military cg: 


duct in that province obtained the honour 0! 1 


triumph He diſtinguiſhed himſelf among * 
friends of Cicero when he was attacked 
Clodius. Freinſbem. ſupplem. in lo, xci. y 


( 
( 
| 


the honour of bein 


ect. I. 


*. being entirely ignorant where to 


rect my letters. I ſuppoſe, however, 
— A a plea which your loftineſs will 
ſcarce condeſcend ro admit. But tell me 
then, is it the weight of your purſe, or 
the ' counſellor of 
Cut, that moſt diſpoſes you to be thus 
inſufferably arrogant ?. Let me periſh if 
1 do not believe that thy vanity is ſo 
immoderate, as to chooſe rather to ſhare 
in his council, than his coffers. Bit 
ſhould he admit you into a participation 
of both, you will undoubtedly ſwell into 
ſuch intolerable airs, that no mortal will 
be able to endure you : or none at leaſt 
except myſelf, who am philoſopher 
enough, you know, to endure any thing, 
But I was going to tell you, that as 1 re- 
greited the uneaſineſs you formerly ex- 
preſſed ; ſo I rejoice to hear, that you 
are better reconciled to your ſituation, 
My only fear is, that your wonderful {kill 
in the law will Jittle avail you in your 
preſent quarters: for I am told that the 
people you have to deal with, 


Ri the Arength of their cauſe on the 
force of their might, 
And the ſword is ſupreme arbitrator 
of right, 


As I know you do not chnoſe to be con- 
cerned in forcible ent es, and are much 
too peaceably diſpoſed to be fond of mak- 
ing a//aults, let me leave a piece of advice 
with my lawyer, and by all meafts recom- 
mend it to you to avoid the Treviri 4: 
for I hear they are moſt formidable fel- 
lows. I wiſh from nry heart they were 
as harmleſs as their name-ſakes round 
the edges of our coin f.—But I muſt 
reſerve the reſt of my jokes to another 


opportunity: in the mean time, let me 


deare you would ſend me a full account 
ot Whatever is going forward in your 
province, Fare wel. 

* Enniue, a 

＋ The Treviri were a moſt warlike people, 
bordering on Germany They were defeated 
u out this time by Labienus, one of Cefar's 
lieutenants in Gaul. Ceſar. Bel. Gal. viii. 

1 The. public coin was under the iofpe&tion 
of three officers called Treviri monetales: and 
leveral p eces of money are fill extant in the 
cab dets of the curious, inſcribed with the 
names of theſe magiſtrates, Vid, Petri Bembi 
tf. ap Manut, - 


* 
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LETTER XXX. 
To Carnificius. 

bY, 720673 - 
youR letter was extremely agreeable 
to me in all reſpects, except that I 
was ſorry to find by it, you had ſlighted 
my lodge at Sinnueſſa. I ſhall not ex- 
cuſe the affront you have thus paſſed upon 
my little hovel, unleſs you give me double 
ſatisfaction by making uſe both of my 
Cuman and Pompeian villas. Let me 
intreat you then to do ſo; and to pre- 
ſerve me likewiſe in your affection? I 
hope you will provoke me to enter into a 
literary conteſt with you, by ſome of your 
writings: as I find it much eaſier to an- 
ſwer a challenge of this kind, than to 


fend one. However, if you ſhould per- 


ſevere in your uſual indolence, I (hall 


venture to lead the way wyſelf; in order 


to ſhew you, that your idleneſs has not 
infected me. 

I ſteal a moment to write this whilſt I 
am in the ſenate: but you ſhall have a 
longer letter from me when I ſhall be 
leſs engaged. Farewel. . 


LETTER XXXI. 
Do Tebatius. 

| [A. U. 500.] . 
I AM giving you an inſtance that thoſe 

who love are not eaſily to be pleaſed, 
when I aſſure you, that though I was 
very much concerned when.you told me 
taat you continued in Gaul with reluc- 
tance, yet I am no leſs mortified; now 
your letter informs me, that you like 


your ſituation extremely well. To ſay 


the truth, as I regretted you ſhould not 
approve a ſcheme, which you purſued 


upon my recommendation ; ſo I can ill. 
hear that any place ſhould be agreeable * 


to you where I am not. Nevertheleſs, I 
had much rather endure the uneaſiueſs of 


your abſence, than ſufter you to forego. 


the advantages with which, I hope, it 
will be attended. It is impoſſible there- 
fore to expreſs how much I rejoice in 
your having made a friendſhip with a 
man of ſo improved an underitanding, 
and ſo amiable a diſpoſition, as Matius ; 
whoſe eſteem, I hope, you will endeayour 
to cultivate by every means in your 
wer. For believe me, you cannot 
ring home a more yaluable acquiſition. 


Farewell. 
LETTER 


26 
LETTER XXXII. 


To Caius Curio. 


| [A. U. 700. ] 
OV muſt not impute it to any neglect 
in Rupa, that he has not executed 
our commiſſion; as he omitted it merely 
in compliance with the opinion of myſelf 
and the reſt of your friends. We thought 
it moſt prudent that no ſteps ſhould be 
taken during your abſence, which might 


preclude you from a change of meaſures | 


after your return : and therefore, that it 
— be beſt he ſnould not ſignify your 
intentions of entertaining the people with 

ublic games. I may perhaps in ſome 

ture letter give you my reaſons at large, 
againſt your executing that deſign : or 
rather, that you may not come prepared 
to anſwer my objections, I believe it will 
be the wiſeſt way to reſerve them till we 
meet. 
my ſentiments, I ſhall have the fatisfac- 
tion, at leaſt, of diſcharging the part of a 
friend: and ſhould it happen (which I 
hope howeverit will not), that you ſhould 
hereafter have occaſion to repent of your 
ſcheme; you may then remember, that I 
endeavoured to diſſuade you from it. 
But this much I will now ſay, that thoſe 
advantages which fortune, in conjunction 
with your own indultry and natural en- 
dowments, have put into your poſſeſſion, 


ſupply a far ſurer method of opening your 


way to the higheſt dignities, than any 
oſtentatious diſplay of the moſt ſplendid 
ſpeQacles. ' The truth of it is, exhibi- 
tions of this kind, as they are inſtances of 
wealth only, not of merit, are by no 
means conſidered as reflecting ary kouour 


on the authors of them: not to mention, 
that the public is quite ſatiated with their 


frequent returns. - But I am fallen un- 
awares into what 1 deſigned to have 
avoided, and pointing out my particular 
reaſons againſt your ſcheme: I will wave 
all farther diſcuſſion therefore of this 
matter till we meet; and in the mean 
time inform you, that the world enter- 
rains the higheſt opinion of your virtues. 
Whatever advantages may be hoped from 
the moſt exalted patriotiſm united with 
the greateſt abilities, the public, believe 
me, expects from you. And ſhould you 
come prepared (as I am ſure you ought, 
and I DT you will) to act up to theſe its 

*- glorious expectations; then, indeed, you 


If I ſhould not bring you over to 
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will exhibit to your friends, and to the 
commonwealth in general, a ſpectacle of 
the nobleſt and moſt affecting kind e. 
In the mean while be affured, no man 
has a greater ſhare of my affection and 
eſteem than yourſelf, . Farewel. 


rr N 
To Trebatius. | 
| April the 8th. [A. U. 700 
TWO or three of your letters which 
lately came to my hands at the ſame 
time, though of different dates, have af- 
forded me great pleaſure : as they were 
proofs that you have reconciled yourſelf, 
with much ſpirit and reſolution, to the 
inconveniencies of a military life. I had 
ſome little ſuſpicion, I confeſs, of the 
contrary : not that I queſtioned your 
courage, but as imputing your uneaſi- 
neſs to the regret of our ſeparation, 
Let me intreat you then to perſevere in 
your preſent temper of mind: and be- 
lieve me, you will derive many and con- 
ſiderable advantages from the ſervice in 
which you are engaged, In the mean 
while, I ſhall not fail to renew my ſolici- 
tations to Ceſar in your favour upon all 
proper occaſions; and have herewith 
ſent you a Greek letter to deliver to him 
for that purpoſe : for, in truth, you can- 
not be more anxious than I am that this 
expedition may prove to your benetit, 
In return, I detice you would ſend mea 
full relation of the Gallic war : for you 
muſt know, I always depend moſt upon | 
the accounts of thoſe who are eg en- 
gaged in the action. 

As I do not imagine you are altogether 
ſo conſiderable a perſon as to retain a ſe- 
cretary in your ſervice, I could not but 
wonder you ſhould trouble yourſelf with 
the precaution of ſending me ſeveral co- 
pies of the ſame letter. Your parſimo- 
ny, however, deſerves to be applauded; 
as one of them, I obſerved, was written 
upon a tablet that had been uſed before. 
I cannot conceive what unhappy compo- 


Curio was not of a diſpoſition to liſten to 
this prudent counſel of his f.iend : tut in op- 
poſition to all the grave advice of Cicero, he 
perſevered in his reſolution, and executed it |} 
with great” magnifcence. The conſequence 
was, juſt what Cicero foreſaw and dreaded : he | 
contraQed deb s which he was incapable of diſ- 
charging, aud then ioid himſelf to Cz'ar mn ore 
der to ſatisſy the clamouts of his en 


a 
o 
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{rion could be ſo very miſerable as to de- agreeable to me: as they will at the ſame 
ſerve to give place upon this occaſion : time for ever attach to your Intereſt a 
unleſs it were one of your own convey- perſon of a moſt obliging and friendly - 
ances, I flatter myſelf, at leaſt, it was diſpoſition, Farewel. 

not any ſpritely epiſtle of mine that you | 

thus diſgraced, in order to ſcribble over 


fe 2 «© my 


it a dull one of your own. Or was it LETTER XXXV. | 
your intention to intimate affairs go ſo ; : 
ill with you, that you could not afford To Caius Curio. 

any better materials ? If that ſhould be LY | 


your caſe, you muſt even thank yourſelf A 


| „ 
h for not leaving your modeſtly behind you. PUsrie affalt are fo circumſtanced, 
I ſhall recommend you in very ſtrong 


1 0 * that I dare not communicate my ſen- 
& terms to Balbus, when he returns into timents of them in a letter. This, how- 
_ Gaul, But you muſt not be ſurpriſed, if ever, I will venture in general to ſay, 
if you ſhould not hear from me again ſo that I have reaſon to congratulate you on 
* ſoon as uſual; as I ſhall be abſent from your removal from the ſcene in which 
ad Rome during all this month. I write we are engaged. But I muſt add, that 
* this from Pomptinus, at the villa of Me- in whatever part of the world you might 
_ trilius Philemon, where I am placed be placed, you would ſtill (as I told you - 
Fl within hearing of thoſe croaking clients in my laſt) be embarked in the ſame 
* whom you recommended to my protec= common bottom with your friends here. 
* tion : for a prodigious number, it ſeems, I have another reaſon likewiſe for re- 
of your Ulubrean frogs & ure aſſembled, joicing in your abſence, as it has placed 
5 in order to compliment my arrival among your merit in full view of ſo conſiderable 
bo them, Farewel. a uumber of the moſt illuſtrious citizens, 
1 P. S. I have deſtroyed the letter I re- and allies of Rome: and indeed the re- 
* ceiyed from you by the hands of Lucius putation you have acquired is univerſally; 
alt KAtuntius, though it was much too inno- and without the leaſt exception, confirmed 
ich cent to deſerve ſo ſevere a treatment: to us on all hands. But there is one cir- 
1 for it contained nothing that might not cumſlance attending you, upon which I 
ny have been proclaimed before a general know not whether I ought” to ſend you 
** allembly of the people. However, it was my congratulations vr not: I mean with 
oY your expreſs defire I ſhould deſtroy it; reſpect to thoſe high and ſingular ad- 
5 and I have complied accordingly, I wil vantages which the commonwealth pro- 
you only add, that 1 wonder much at not miſes itſelf from your return — us. 
pon | having heard from you ſince; eſpecially Not that I ſuſpe& your proving unequal 
u- s ſo many extraordinary events have to the opinion which the world entertains 
lately happened in your province. of your virtues; but as fearing that 
her | {4 Whatever is molt worthy of your care, 
ow LETTER XXXIV. „ will be irrecoverably loſt ere your arrival 2 
dut 5 | to prevent it: ſuch, alas, is the weak and | 
vith To Memmius. well-nigh expiring condition of our un- 
co- | [A. u. 300. a happy But pr. dence, perhaps, 
mo- | CLamthe promiſe you gave me when willſcarce juſtify me in roving even this 
ed; ne met laſt; and defire you to treat 3 letter: _ the * ag ore 1 _— 
tten my very intimate and zealous friend Au- refer you to others. In the mean while, 
re. Butts in the manner you aſſured me whatever your fears or your hopes of 
1p0- you would. He is a man of letters as public affairs ts, be ; think, my friend, 
well as great politengfs : and indeed in inceſſantly think on thoſe virtues which 
en to every view of his chataRer he is highly that genCrous patriot muſt poſſeſs, who 
n op- leer v ing your friendſhip. The civilities An theſe evil times, and amidſt ſuch a ge- 
, ba jou ſhall new him will be extremely neral depravation of manners, gloriouſſy 
ed it purpoſes to vindicate the ancient dignity 
5 *Cicero ludicrouſly gives the inhabitants of and liberties of his oppte ſſed country. 
Fab 'ubrz this appe!lation, in alluſion to the low Farewel. 


n or- ud marſhy ſtua tion of their town. E 2 | LETTER”: 
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LETTER xxxvI. 
To Trebatius. 


bw LA. U. joo.] 
FF it were not for e er you 
ſent me by Chryfippus the freedman 


of Cyrus tlie architect, I ſhould have 


imagined I no longer poſſeſſed a place in 
your thoughts. But ſurely you are be- 


come a moſt intolerable fine gentleman, 


that you could not bear” the fatigue of 
writing to we; when you had the oppor- 
tunity of doing ſo by a man whom, you 


know, I look upon as one almoſt of my 
erhaps, however, you 
may have forgotten the uſe of your peu, 


own family. 


«nd ſo much the better, let me telF you, 
for your clients; as they will loſe no 
more cauſes by its blunders. But if it is 
myſelf only that has eſcaped your re- 
membrance; I muſt endeayour to refreſh 
it by a viſit, before I am worn out of 
your, mind beyond all power of recollec- 
tion, After all, is it not the apprehen- 
ſons ofthenext ſummer's campaign, that 


has rendered Nas hand too unſteady to 


perform its office ? If ſo, you muſt e'en 
play over again the ſame gallant ſtrata- 
gem you practiſed laſt year in relation to 
ur Britiſh expedition, and frame ſome 


eroic excuſe for your abſence, How- 


ever, I was extremely glad to hear by 
Chryſippus, that you are much in Cæſar's 
good graces, But it would be more like 
a man ofeguity, methinks, as well as more 


agreeable to my incliuations, if you were 


to give me frequent notice of what con- 
cerns you, by your own hand: a ſatis- 
faction I ſhould * undoubtedly enjoy, if 
* had choſen to ſtudy the /arvs of good 

ellowſhip, rather than thoſe of conten- 
tion, You ſee I rally you, as uſual, in 

our own way, not to fay a little in mine. 
But to end ſcriouſly ; be aſſured, as I 
greatly love you, I am no leſs confident 
than deſirous of your affection in return. 
Farewel. 


LETTERT TEXVIL 
To Publius Sexiius. 


[A. U. 700, ] 
1 Hoes you will not imagine hy my long 
Glence, that I have been unmindful of 
our friendſhip, or that I hadany intention 
of dropping my uſual correſpondence with 
von. The ſincere truth is, I was pre- 
vented from writing during the former 


your mind. But when 


viſed; yet L omitted, no - many of 
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part of our ſeparation, by thoſe calami. 
ties in which the general confuſiou of the 


times had involved me: as 1 afterwards 


delayed it, from an unwillingneſsto break 
in upon you, whilſt your own ſevere and 
unmerited injuries were * freſh upon 

reflect that a 
ſufficient time has elapſed, to wear off the 


firſt impreflions of your misfortunes; and 


conſider likewiſe the virtues and magna- 
nimity of your heart; I think l may now 
write to you conſiſtently with my general 
caution of avoiding an unſeaſonable of- 
ficiouſneſs. | 

You are ſenſible, nay dear Sextius, that 
I warmly ſtood forth your advvcate, 
when a proſecution was formerly com- 
menced againſt you in your abſence: as 
afterwards, when you was involved in 
that accuſation which was brought againſt 
your friend, | exerted every means in my 
power for your defence. Thus likewiſe 
upon my return into Italy“, though I found 
youraftairs had been managed in a ve 
different manner than I ſhould have ad- 


rendering you my utmoſt ſervices. And 
upon this occaſion, when the clamour 
that was raiſed againſt you on account of 
the corn +, by thoſe that were the ene- 
mies, not only of yourſelf, but of all who 
endeavoured to aſſiſt you; when the ge- 
neral corruption of the judges, and in 
ſhort, when many other public iniquities, 
had prevailed to your condemnation 
againſt all truth and juſtice; I was not 
wanting in my beſt good offices of every 
kind towards your fon. Having there- 
fore thus faithtully performed every other 
ſacred duty of friendſhip, I would not 
omit this hikewiſe of intreating and ex- 
horting you to bear your affſictions as be- 
comes a man of your diſtinguiſhed ſpirit 
and fortitude. In other words ; let me 
conjure you. to ſupport with reſolution 
thoſe common vieiſſitudes of fortune, 


which no prudence can prevent, and for 


which no mortal is anſwerable; remem- 
bering, that in all popular governments, 
as well as in our dyn, it has been the fate 
of many of the beſt and greateſt men to 


fall a ſacrifice to the injuſtice of their 


* Probably when he returted from exile: 
in the year 696, 
Þ It was the buſineſs ofthe Ædiles. amonelt 


other paits of their duty, to ſuperintend ibe 


markets and public magazines of corn, It 


ſeems probable therefore trom this po ſſage, that 


Sextius was baniſhed for ſome real, pretend- 
ed, miſcondu in the adminiſtcaiiva of that 
office. 

I country. 


— — 


— 
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country. I will add (and I wiſh I could 
with truth be contradicted), that the in- 
jurious ſentence you lament, has only 
baniſned you from a commonwealth in 
which no rational mind can receive the 
leaſt ſatis faction. . : 
If I were to ſay nothing of your ſon, it 
would look as if I were inattentiveto that 
general applauſe which his virtues ſo 
juſtly recelve: on the other hand, were 1 
to tell you all that L hear and think of 
dim, 1 am afraid I ſhould only renew 
your grief from being thus ſeparated from 
his company, However, you ſhould 
wiſely conſider his uncommon virtues as 
a pofleiſion which inſeparably attends 
you in whatever part of the world you 
may be placed, For ſurely the objects 
of the mind are not leſs intimately pre- 
ſent with us, than thoſe of the eye. e 
refetion, therefore, on his ſingular merit 
and filial piety the fidelity of myſelf and 
the reſt of toſe friends whom you have 
found, and will ever find, to be the fol- 
lowers, not of your fortune, but of your 
virtue; and above all, the conſciouſneſs 
of not having deſerved your ſufferings ; 
are circumſtances which ought to admi- 
niſter the higheſt conſolation to you. 


And they will more effectually do ſo, if 


you conſider, that it is guilt, and not. miſ- 
fortune, one's own crimes, and not the 
injuſtice of others, which ought to diſturb 
the ſerenity of a well-regulated mind. 
In the mean time be aſſured, that, in 
compliance with the dictates of that 
friendſhip I have long entertained for you, 
and of that efteem which I bear for your 
lon, I ſhall negleR no opportunity both 
of alleviating your afflictions, and of con- 
tributing all I can to ſupport you under 
them, In a word, if upon any occafion 
you ſhould think it neceſſary to write to 
me, you ſhail find that your application 
vas not made in vain, Farewel. 


LETTER XXXVIIL 
To Titus Fadius. 


[A. U. 700.] | 

Ion not any event which has latel 
happened, that more ſenſibly affe&s 
me than your diſgrace. Far therefore 
from being capable of giving you the con- 
lolation 1 wiſh ; 1 greatly ſtand in need 
of the ſame good office myſelf, Never- 
mk, I cannot forbear, not only to ex- 
ort. but to conjure you likewiſe by or 


EM Tz 29 
friendſhip, to collect your whole ſtrength 


of reaſon, in order to oppoſe your atflic- 
tions with a firm and manly fortitude. 
Remember, my friend, that calamities 
are incident to all mankind, bur particu- 
larly to us who live in theſe miſerable and 
diſtracted times, Let it be your conſo- 
lation, however, to reflect, that you have 
lolt far leſs by fortune, than you have 
acquired by merit: as there are few un- 
der the circumſtances of your birth, who 


ever raiſed themſelves to the ſame digni- 


ties ; though there are numbers of the 
higheſt quality who have ſunk into the 
ſame difgrace, To ſay truth; ſo wretched 
is the fate which threatens our laws, our 
liberties, and our conſtitution in general, 
that well may he eſteem himſelf happily 
dealt with, who is diſmiſſed from ſuch 
a diſtempered government upon the leaſt 
injurious terms, As to your own caſe in 
particular, when you reflect that you are 
{till undeprived of your eſtate; that you 
are happy in the affections of your chil- 
dren, your family, and your friends; and 
that in all probability you are only ſepa- 
rated from them for aſhort interval: when 
you reflect, that among the great number 
of impeachments which have lately been 
carried on, yours is the only one that was 
conſidered as entirely groundleſs; that 
you were condemned by a majority only 
of one ſingle vote; and that too unider- 
ſally ſuppoſed to have been given in com- 
| with ſome powerful influengg.— 

heſe, undoubtedly, are conſiderations 
which ought greatly to alleviate the 
weight of your misfortune. T will only 
add, that you may always depend upon 
finding me in that diſpoſition bath to- 
wards yourſelf and your family, which is 
agreeable to your wiſhes, as well as to 


what you have a right to expect. Fare- 
wel. - 


LETTER XXXIX. 
To Titus Titius. | 
[A. UV. 500.] 3 


T is by no means as ſuſpecting that my 
former recommendation was not ſuffi- 


a * 


y cient, that I give you this ſecond trouble; 


but merely in compliance withthe requeſt 
of my friend Avianus Flaccus : ty whom 
I neither can, nor indeed ought to refulg, 
any thing, The truth is, notwithſtand- 
ing your very obliging anſwer when I 
mentioned this affair to you in perſon, ' 
and that I have already written to you in 


ſtrong 


* 


theſe fav 
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ſtrong terms upon the ſame \ ubject yet 


he imagines I cannot too often apply to 
you in his behalf, I hope therefore you 
will excuſe me, if in thus yielding to his 


. inclinations, I ſhould ſeem to forget that 


you are incapable of receding from your 


word; and again intreat you to allow 


him a convenient por: and ſufficient time 
for the exportation of his corn. Both 
$ 1 obtained for him when 
Pompey hadthe commiſſion in which you 
are now employed : and the term he 
granted him was three years. To ſay all 
in one word, you will very ſenſibly ob- 
lige me by convincing Avianus, that I 
enjoy the ſame thare in your affection, 
which he juſtly imagines he polleſles of 


mine. 


LET. 
To Marcus Cl. 


july the 6th. [A U. 502.] 


1 you ſeriouſſy then imagine, 


my friend, that I commiſſioned you 
to ſend me the idle news of the town; 
matches of gladiators, adjournments of 
cauſes, robberies, and the reſt of thoſe 


- unintereſting occurrences, whigh no one 
- ventures to mention to mer even when I. 


am in the midſt of them at Rome? Far 


other are the accounts which 1 expect 


ſrom your hand: as I know not any man 
whoſe judgment in politics 1 have more 
reaſpn to value. I ſhould eſteem it a 
miſemployment of your talents, even 
were you to tranſmit to me thoſe more 
important tranſactions that daily ariſe in 
the republic ; unleſs they ſhould happen 
to relate immediately to myſelf. There 
are other leſs penetrating politicians, who 
will ſend me intelligence of this ſort : and, 
I ſhall be abundantly ſupplied with it like- 
wiſe by common fame. In ſhort, it is 
not an account either of what has lately 
been tranſacted, or is in preſent agitation, 
that I require in your letters : I expect, 
as from one whoſe diſcernment is capable 
of looking far into futurity, your opinion 


of what is likely to happen. Thus, by 


ſeeing a plan, as it were of the republic, 
I ſhall be enabled to judge what kind of 
{trucure will probably ariſe. Aitherto, 
however, J have no reaſon to charge you 
with having been negliggnt in communi- 
cating to me your prophetic conjectures. 
For the events which have lately hap- 


poncd inthe common wealth, were much 


C — 


beyond any man's penetration: I am 


ſue at leaſt they were beyond mine. 

W | paſſed ſeveral days with Pompey, in 
converſation upon public affairs ; but it 
is neither prudent, nor poſſible, to give 
you the particulars in a letter, In ge- 
neral, however, I will afſure you, that he 
is animated with the moſt patriotic ſenti- 


ments, and is prudently prepared, as well. 


as reſolutely determined, to act as the in- 
tereſt of the republic ſhall require. [ 
would adviſe you therefore wholly to at- 
tach yourſelf to him: and believe me, he 
will rejoice to embrace you as his friend, 
He now indeed entertains the ſame opi- 


nion both with you and myſelf, of the 


good and ill intentions of the different 
parties in the republic. 
1 have ſpent theſe laſt ten days at 
Athens: from whence I am this moment 
ſetting out, During my continuance in 
this city, I have frequently enjoyed the 
company of our friend Gallus Caninius, 
Trecommend all my affairs to your 
care and protection, A particularly 
(what indeed is my principal concern) 
that my reſidence in the province may 
not be prolonged. I will not preſcribe 
the 'meth6ds you ſhould employ for that 
purpoſe; as you are the moſt competent 
judge by what means, and by whoſe 
intervention, it) may be beſt effected. 
Farewel. | 


LETTER XII. 
To Caius Marcellus, Conſul ele, 


[A. U. 902.) 5 
1 Received great pleaſure in hearing of 

your advancement to the conſulate. 
May the gods give you ſucceſs in the en- 
joyment of this honour ; and may you 
diſcharge its important duties in 4 man- 
ner worthy of your own illuſtrious cha- 
racter and that of your excellent father! 
You have my beit wiſhes indeed upon 
this occaſion, not only from affection, 
but gratitude, aud in return to thoſe 
warmeſt ' inſtances of your friendſhip 
which 1 have ever experienced in all the 
various incidents of my life Many and im- 
portant are the obligationslikewiſe which 
I have received from your father, both 
as my protector in adverſity, and as hav- 


ing contributed to adorn my profperity+: 


1 mult add alſo to this family lift of wy 
bene factors, your worthy mother: whoſe 


zealous ſervices in behalf boch of my Pn | 


Set, I. 


ind dignities have riſen much higher 
| bo — Ps been expected from one 
of the tender ſex. Being then, as I moſt 
| WE <rtaioly ought, entirely devoted to your 
family; let me earneſtly intreat your 
friendſhip and protection in my abſence. 

Fare wel. | 


LETTER XLII. J 
To Caius Marcellus &. 


[A. U. 701] ä 

HE advancement of your ſon to the 

canſular dignity, and your enjoying 
2 pleaſure you ſo much wiſhed to obtain, 
are circumſtances which afford me a very 
uncommon ſatis faction. They do ſo — 
only upon his account, but yours, who 
| eſteem as highly deſerving of every ad- 
vantage that fortune can beſto w. Let me 
acknowledge at the ſame time, that I have 
experienced your ſingular good-will to- 
vards me, both in the adverſe and proſ- 
perous ſeaſons of my life : and indeed, 
my welfare and honours have been the 


be ſhall be extremely obliged to you there- 
hat ore for making my ſincere and particular 
ent congratulations upon this occaſion to that 
oſe ticellent woman your wife. To which 
ed. requeſt Iwill only add, that I intreat the 
continuance of your friendſhip and pro- 
tion in my abſence, Farewel. 
LETTER AHI - 
; | 
To Lucius Paulus Fc elect. 
. [A. U. 702. ] wit: 

* Hovan never once doubted, that ĩn 
* Conlideration of your moſt illuſtrious 
ep. i and ofthoſe important ſervices you 
you "ave yourtelf likewiſe rendered to the 
Ln — war would beunanimouſ- 
* . tiectedeonf al; yet the confirmation of 

| Wh << icable news afforded me an inex- 
her! ptlivle ſatisfaction. It 1 ſince 
e, that the od 1. It is my ſincere 
tion, . ard tte gods may give ſueceſs to 
hoſe WI zumimiſtration, and that you may 
d ſnip Wm 


Veins letter is written 

: He was coliegue with Caius Marcellus, 
"toned in the lat note, He ſet out in his 
um aiſtration, it wis thought, with Wk 


© ifreeable to thoſe of his aſſociate Rut 


= berfectiy well Nnew bow to make kim 

er his fertiments + and by proper anylica- 

"png he hn and prorafion, he added 

10 e number of his lupple mercenaries, 
* dit. Pomp. 
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zalous concern of your whole family. 1 


Fuder of Caius Marcellus, to whom the 


31 


acquit yourſelf of this honourable and 
important truſt, as becomes your own 
character and that of your diſtinguiſhed 


family. U ſhould have thought myſelf 


extremely happy to have been preſent at 
your election, and to have contributed 
thoſe ſervices which your extraordinary 
favours to me require. But as the un- 
expected government of this province has 
deprived me of that pleaſure; I hope L 
ſhall have the ſatisfaction of ſeeing you at 
leaſt, in the worthy exerciſe of your cou- 
ſular office. For this purpoſe I moſt 
earneſtly intreat you not to ſuffer me to 
be injuriouſly continued in this province 

yond the expiration of my vear: a 
fayour which I ſhall eſteem as a very con- 
ſiderable addition to thoſe inſtances of 
friendſhip I have already received at. 


your hands. Farewel. 


LET FR XUV; 
To Thermus, Propretor 4. 


| [A. U. 702.) 

Lucius Genucilius Curvus has been 

long in the number of my moſt in- 
timate friends: and indeed no man poſ- 
ſeſſes a worthier or more grateful heart. 
I recommend him, therefore moſt warmly 
and entirely to your protection; beſeech- 
ing you to aſſiſt him upon every occaſion 
that ſhall not be inconſiſtent with your 


honour and dignity. This is a reſtrie- 


tion, however, which I might well have 
ſpared; as I am ſure he will never make 
you a requeſt an either of your 
character, or his ofvn. But I muſt parti- 
cularly intreat your favour in relation to 
his aftairs in Helleſpontus. In the firſt 


place then, I beg you would. confirm the 


grant of certain lands which was made 
to him by the city of Parion 8, and which 
he has hitherto enjoyed without moleſta- 
tion : in the next place, that if any inha- 
bitant of Helleſpontus ſhould controvert 
his rights of this kind, yqu would direct 
the cauſe to be heard in that diſtrict. 
But after having already afligned him, 


Tt Quinatus Minucius Thermus was prætor 
in the year of Rome 701. At the expiration 
of his office he was appointed propretor or go- 
vernor of that part of the Aſtatic continent, 
ſtyled Afia preper: which included Lydia, 
Ionia, Caria, Myſia, and part of Phrygia. 
Cicero ſpeaks of bim in a letter to Atticus, a5 
exerciſing his adminiſtration with great jia- 
tegrity. Ad Art. vi. 1. 

A city df Helleſpont, f 

; wholly 


32 
wholly to your patronage, it is unneceſ- 
ny to pointout particular articles where- 
In 


requeſt your good offices. Lo ſay all 
then in one word; be aſſured I ſhall con- 


ſider every inſtance wherein you ſhall ad- 


vance either his honour or his intereſt, as 


ſo many immediate favours conferred 


upon myſelf, Farewel. 


LETTER XL. 


cus Celius, Curule-Ædile elect. 


To 
[A. U. 702.] 3 

I Congratulate you on the honourable 

- = poſt you have lately obtained * and 
on the proſpect which by this mean is 
opened to you of advancing {till higher 


in the dignities of the republic, Iam. 


ſomewhat late, I confeſs, in my compli- 
ments: however, you muſt not impure it 
to any intentional neglect, but merely to 
my ignorance of what paſſes at Rome. 
For partly from the great diſtance of my 
ſituation, and partly from thoſe banditti 
which infeſt the roads, it is a conſider- 
able time before I can receive any intel- 
ligence from Italy. And new, I know 
not where to find words ſufficiently ſtrong 
to give you joy upon this occaſion, or to 
4 my thanks for your having thus 
* furniſhed me (as you termed it in one 
** of your former letters) with a ſubject 


of perpetual ridicule.” When I firſt 


received the news of your victory, I could 


not forbear mimicking a certain worthy 


Friend of ours, and imitating the droll 
figures thoſe gallant youths exhibited, of 
whoſe intereſt he had ſo confidently 
boaſted +.—But it is not eaſy to give you 
in deſcription a complete idea of this my 
humorous ſally, I muſt tell you, how- 
ever, that I next figured you to myſelf, 


and accoſted you, as if at preſent, in the 


- words of the comic poet: 


* The Adileſhip. 


+ A mere modern reader, who judges of | 


paſt ages by the modes that prevail in his own, 
muſt undoubtedly conceive a very low opinion 
of Cicero from the account which he bere 
gives of his behaviour. But mimickry was 
not eſteemed by che Romans, as it is with us, 
a talent becoming only a comedian or a buf- 
foon. On the contrary, this ſpecies of humour 
was thought. worthy of the graveſt charaQers, 
even upon the graveſt occaſions: and it was 
practiſed by their orators as well as recom- 
mended by their rhetoricians, as a quality, un- 
der certain reſtriQgons, of ſingular grace and 
efficacy in the whole bufine(s of public elo- 
quence. Vid. Cie. de Orat. ii. 39, 60. 
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of my friends reproved my mirth, as de- 


he deſerves. I muſt content myſelf there- 


* 


Far ſeſs, my good friend, I rejoice at your deed, 
As exceeding whatever before did ,exceed, 
Than as mounting aloft o'er my hopes the 
moſt high : 1 5 8 
And o this, © By my troth 'tis amazing,” 
"8 Fs | 


Upon which I broke out into a moſt im- 
moderate fit of laughter: and when ſome 


viating almoſt into downright folly ; Lex- 
cuſed myſelf by the old verſe, . | 


| Exceſſive joy is not exceedigg 


In ſhort, whilſt I ridiculed this noble 
friend of ours, I became a idi- 
_— as himſelf. —But | 
farther upon this ſubje& another opnor- 
tunity : * truth I have many thiv 
to ſay both of you and to you, whenever 
I ſhall find more leiſure for that purpoſe. 
In the mean time be aſſured, my dear 
Ceœlius, that I fincerely love you. I con- 
ſider you indeed as one whom fortune has 
— - up to advance my glory, and 
avenge my wrongs: and I doubt not 
you will give both thoſe who hate und 
thoſe who envy me, ſufficient reaſon to 
repent of their folly and their injuſtice. 
Farewel. s 


LETTER XLVI. 
To Publius Silius, Propr etor. 


Po 1 i" an 4 Des n. __—_ 


i [A. U. 702.] 

1 DID not imagine I ſhould ever hare 
found myſelf at a loſs for expreſſions: 

yet at a loſs, believe me, I am, to recom- 

mend Marcus Lznius to you in the terms 


fore with explaining the buſineſs of this 
letter in a few words: but in ſuch however 
as may render you ſufficiently ſenſible ob 
my inclinations. It is incredible hoy 
great an eſteqm both my deareſt brothe! 
and myſelf entertam for Lænius: 4% 
eſleem, which is founded, not only on the 
many good offices he has conferred upon 
us, but on the exalted integrity of b 
heart, and the ſingular modeſy | 
which all his virtues are accompanied. 
It was with the utmoſt regret therefore 
that I conſented to part with him ; 45 

receive much advantage from his counle!s 
as well as great entertainment from Þ! 
company. But if I ſhould expatiate a0 
farther in his praiſe,, will you not thin 


that, far from wantilg words as I jv 
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ow complained, I 
— rat 7? Tot 
I :ecommend Layfus to your 
with all that waymth which you 
ſenfivle I ought, after what I have here 
ſaid. Let me \earneſtly entreat you to 
expedite the buſineſs which has called him 
into your provinge, and to favour him 
likewiſe with your advice in the conduct 
of it, You wil find him, be aſſured, 
a man of a mgſt generous and well-na- 
ured diſpoſion; for which reaſon I beg 
you would fend him back to us with the 
latisfactioy of having finiſhed his affairs 
by your means as ſoon as poſſible. Your 

zmphaſice with this requeſt will ex- 
4 oblige both my brother and my- 


Farewel. 


aIY ployed more 
ort then 
otection 

be 


LETTER XLVII. 


- To Der mus, Propretor. 

ON- | : 

has IA. u. 702.) | 

and [ Fou xp yo perfectly well inclined to 

not employ every good office in your 

and power for my lieutenant Marcus Anneius, 

n to when I mentioned his affair to you at 

ice. Epheſus, However, as my affection will 
not ſuffer me to omit any circumſtance 
which may tend to his advantage; I 
write to you in the belief that this letter - 
will conſiderably add to the favourable 
dilpolition in which you already ſtand to- 
wards him. He has long enjoyed a ſhare 
in my friendihip: as indeed I have ſuffi- 
ciently ſhewn the good opinion J enter- 

have dan of him, by having appointed him my 


ond! lieutenant, in preference to ſo many others 
who ſolicited for that office, "The war 
| in which I was ſoon afterwards engaged, 
here- ste me occaſion of experiencing his 


f this military abilities: and the prudence the 
ever courage, and the fidelity with which he 
ble of executed his commiſſion, together with 
; how the extraordinary marks he gave me of 
other his atzection, have raiſed him to the 
2 ligheft poſſible degree of my eſteem. 1 
on the informed you at Epheſus, that there 
upon were ſome points in controverſy between 
F bis kia and the city of Sardis &; the parti- 
| wh lar of which you will beſt learn when 
anied. be cauſe ſhall come before you. And, 
efore, tre, I muſt confeſs, J have been long 
21 (ebating with myſelf what I ſhould far- 


ther lay to you. The world univerſally 
Kknowledgesand admires your impartial 


* In Lydia. 
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adminiſtrationofjuſtice: and my friend's 


claim is ſo well-founded as to require no 
other protection than that of your uſual 
equity. However, as I am ſenſible of 
the great authority which naturally at- 


tends the. Prætorian office, eſpecially 


where it is exerciſed with ſo much ho- 
nour, lenity, and wiſdom, as are well 
known todiſtinguiſh your ad miniſtration; 
I intreat you to exert that influence in 


ſuch a manner upon this occaſion, as may 


convince Anneius that you are his friend. 
He is already indeed perſuaded that you 
are ſo; and has often mentioned you to 
me in that character. Nevertheleſs, I 
cannot forbear conjuring you, by thoſe 
reciprocal good offices which haveequally 
pa ed between us, to let him ſee that this 

etter has rendered you ſtill more inclined 


to ſerve him. Be aſſured, the whole ex- 
tent of your provincial power cannot ſup- 
ply you with an opportunity of more ef- - 


— obliging me. It is unneceſſar 
I ſhould add, that you cannot better il. 


poſe of your favours, than by conferring 


them on Anneius: and I am perſuaded 
you have too high an opinion of his 
merit and gratitude to entertain the leaſt 
doubt upon that article. Farewel. 


} 
LETTER XLVul. 


To Caius Caſſius , Progueftor. 


- 2 U. 703.] 2 
MY own intlinations have anticipated 
your recommendation: | have long 
ſince received Marcus Fabius into the 
number .of my friends. He has ex- 


tremely endeared himſelf to me indeed, - 
by his great politeneſs and elegance of 


manners; but particularly by the ſingu- 
lar affection I have obſerved he bears 
towards you. Accordingly, though your 
letter in his behalf wasnot withour eftect, 


yet my own knowledge of the regard he 


entertains for you had ſomewhat more : 
you may be aflured, therefore, I ſhall 
very faithfully confer upon him the good 


 othces you requeſt, . | 


Many reaſons concurred to make me 
wiſh you could have given me an inter- 


F He attended Craſſus into Syria, as his 
quæſtor: who being killed in an engagement 
againſt the Parthians, the adminiſtration de- 
volved upon Caſſius. He ſeems when this 


letter was written to have been ſetting out, if 


not actually upon the road, from that province. 
F 2 views 


-- 
£4 


—— ů —— © OE —ů Load re — 


your honour. 


a letter. 


There is one or two, however, I 


brought againſt ſome of your officers : 


as nothing will place your character in a 
more advantageous light, than a victory 


* 


(Caſſ us, after the death of Craſſus, and the 
total defeat of his army, conducted back the 
remains of the Roman troop» in'o Syria, and 
| hut hi ſelf up in Antiochia. 
approach of the Parthians towarde that city, 
he faltied out; and by his bravery and con- 
dud having repulicd the enemy, he continued 
baraſſing their retreat till he drove them en- 
tirely out of Syria. ö 
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view. In the firſt place, I was deſirous, - 
after ſo tedious a ſeparation, to ſee a 
friend whom I have long eſteemed. In 
the next place, I ſhould have been glad to 
have expreſſed thoſe congratulations in 
perſon, which I have already paid you in 
I wanted likewiſe an opportu- 
nity of conferring with you upon our 
mutual affairs, as well as of confirming a 
friendſhip founded on many reciprocal 
good offices, though interrupted indeed 
by a long abſence. But ſince I could not 
obtain the pleaſure ofa nearer conference, 
let me take the advantage at leaſt of this 
more diſtant-communication; and which 
in molt reſpects willanſwer the ſame pur- 
poſe. 
muſt except: as it can neither afford me 
a ſatis faction equal to that of ſeeing you, 
nor a mean of rendering you ſo ſenſible 
of the joy I feel in your late ſucceſs, 
But though I have already expreſſed my 
congratulations in a former letter, I will 
here again aſſure you, that I very ſincerely 
rejoice, not only in the illuſtrious actions 
you have performed #, but at your very 
opportune departure amidſt the general 
eſteem and applauſes of the whole pro- 
vince. | 
And now, what I had farther to ſay if 
we had met, elated to our mutual af- 
irs : a point, however, which may full 
as well be diſcuſſed in this manner. 
With regard to your own ; when I con- 
ſider your intereſt in general, I cannot 
but adviſe you to haſten to Rome. When 
I leſt the city, there was not the leaſt ap- 
pearance of any deſigns to your preju- 
dice: and I am perſuaded your return- 
1ng thither, while the ſucceſs of your 
arms is freſh upon the minds of the peo- 
ple, will inſure youa reception greatly to 
The reaſon for haſtening 
your journey will boli ſtill ſironger, if 
you are convinced that you ſhall be able 
to defeat thoſe proſecutions which you 


are apprehenſive, it ſeems, may te 


But upon the 


of this kind. But, if you imayine the 
charge can be made good againſt them, 


it merits your conſideration, whether your 


arrival in Rome will not happen ina con- 
juncture very unfavourable fox ſuch a cir- 

umitance. Upon the whole, you your. 
ſelf are molt capable of determining this 
queſtion ; as you are the beſt judge of 
your own ſtrength. If you think you 
Mall triumph over your adverſaries, it is 
a circumſtance undoubtedly that will raiſe 
your general credit ; but if you are clear 
that the reverſe will prove the caſe, you 
will certainly be leſs mortified by the 
diſtant reflections of the world, than if 
you were placed within the hearing of 
their malicious cenſures. 

As to my own affairs ; I muſt repeat 
the requeſt of my laſt, and intreat you to 
exert your utmoſt endeavours, that my 
continuance here may not be extended 


beyond the period limited by the ſenate 


and the people. I urge this _— as 
one upon which all my hopes depend; 


and intreat you to act in it with a pro- 


portionable zeal. You will find Paulus+ 
extremely well diſpoſed to co-operate 
with you upon this occaſion; as alſo 
both Curio and Furnius T. 

I have only to add the laſt article J 
mentioned, as an inducement for deſiring 
an interview; I mean, in order to renew 
and confirm the pledges of our mutual 
friendſhip. I perſuade myſelf it will not 
be neceſlary to employ many words for 
that purpoſe, You diſcovered indeed an 
early diſpoſition to be thus united with 


mel; as on my part, I always conſidered 


it as my particular honour. I found it 
too my great ſupport in the ſeaſon of my 
misfortunes. Let me add, in farther 
claim to its continuance, that I have cor- 
tracted, fince your abſence, a great inti- 
macy with your relation Brutus . | 
promiſe myſelf much ſatisfa&tion fromthe 
ſociety of two ſuch ingenious friends, as 


well as very high adyantages from your 


united ſervices : ſuffer me not, I conjure 
you, to conceive this hope in vain. In 
the mean time, I beg to hear from you 
immediately: as I defire likewiſe you 
would write to me very frequently when 
you return to Rome. Farewel. 


One of the preſent conſuls, 

+ Tribures of the people. . 

| Brutus waage this time married to Juni, 
the lifter of Caſſius, | 


- 


LETTER 


unia, 


Sect. I. 
LETT-E.R XLIX. 


To Marcus Celius, curule-Ædile. | 


[A. U. 703.] f 
HE very worthy and learned Marcus 
Fabius“ is a perſon with whom I 
am moſt intimately. connected, He 
ſtrongly indeed engages my attection, not 


only by his ſuperior genius and erudition, 


but by that uncommon modelty which 
adorns them. I intreat you therefore to 
undertake his cauſe with the ſame warmth . 
as if it were my own. I know yon fine 
erators are ſo much employed, that a 
man muſt have committed murder at 
leaſt, erk he can hope that his affairs are 
of ſignificaney endugh to claim your 
aſſiſtance. In the preſent inſtance how- 
ever, | will take no excuſe: and if ! 
tave any ſhare in your regard, you will 
give up all other buſineſs, when Fabiu 
requires your ſervices. _ | 

The ſeverity of the winter has 2 
rented my receiving any diſpatches from 
Rome, a confiderable time. I am ex- 
tremely impatient therefore to hear what 
is going forward amongit'you : and par- 
ticularly what my friend Calus is do- 
ing. Farewel. 


LETTER 1. 


* * 


To Curtius Peduceanus, Pretor .. 


| [A. U. 703. ] ; 

HAVE long enjoyed an intimacy with 

Marcus Fabius, for whom I ſincerely 
profeſs the moſt tender regard. 1 do 
not, however, deſire to influence your 
judgment in the ſuit which he has de- 
pending pefore you: as I am ſure you 
will not depart from thoſe rules of equity, 
which your honour obliges you to oblerve, 
ard which you preſcribed to yourſelf 
when you firſt entered upon your office J. 
My ouly requeſt is (and it is a requeſt I 


* This ſeems to be the perſon mentioned in 
the foregoing letter: in whoſe behalf Caſſins 
tad writien to Cicero, The followiog epiſt le 
's lK-wiſe in favour of the ſame friend, and 
upon the fame occaſion. 

} The prztors were next in rank and 
power to the contuls : and their office ſomes» 
at reſembled that of our chief Juſtices, 

1 The ſeveral prætors, before they entered 
„on their office, drew up and publiſhed a 
ort 0! ;0rmulary, which they intended to ob- 
e in their teſpective adminiſtrations of 
lage. Reſin, Antig. Rem. vii. 700. 
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moſt earneſtly make), that you would 
allow him to wait upon you, and would 
favour his claim fo far as juſtice is on his 
ſide. In a word, let me intreat you to 
ſhew him, that my friendihip can ava:l 
him even at this diſtance. Farewel. 


* 


LE Y 
5 To Apius Pulcher, 


(A. U. 703. 
HAVE at laſt received a letter from 
you, written in a ſpirit worthy of your- 
ſelf: as it is conceived in terms full of a 
:enerous and candid friendſhip. It ſhould 
ſeem indeed, that the very view of Rome 


had an immediate effect upon your tem- 


per, and reſtored you to the agreeable 


. polletſon of your uſual good humour and 


politeneſs. 1 am ſure at leaſt, that the 
two complaining letters you wrote to me 
on your 8 ere you had left Ala, 
were ſuch as I could not read without 
reluctance. I will. own too, that con- 
ſcious of the inviolable attach ent which 
I have ever preſerved to your intereſts, I. . 
could not forbear anſwering them with 
ſome warmth, The letter indeed which 
you delivered to my freed-man Philoti- 


mus, left me room to doubt that there 


were ſome perſons in this province, who 
were no well-wiſhers to our union. But 
I have the ſatisfaction to find, that as 
ſoon as you came to Rome, or rather as 
ſoon as you were met by your friendsavd 
family, you were convinced of that warm 
and conſtant teſtimony I gave of m 
friendſhip and eſteem for you upon all 
occaſions during your abſence. You will 
ealily imagine then, with how much 
pleaſure I read your aſſurances, that if 
any incident ſhould ariſe wherein my re- 
putation may be concerned, you will en- 
deavour to make me in equal return. 
And though you doubt whether you ſhall 
be able eitectually to ſo; moſt cer- 
tainly there is no Feafon to queſtion it: 
for there is nothing, my friend, which a 
ſincere and zealous afttection is not capa» 
ble of performing. 

Notwithſtanding I was well perſuaded 
in my own judgment, and had received 
frequent atlurances like wiſe by the letters 
of my friends, that you would undoubt- 
edly be honoured with a triumph ; yet it 
attorded me a fingular pleafure to be 

F. 2 ; con- 
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confirmed in this perſuaſion by your 


own hand. Believe me, however, I by 


no means rejoice in it from a ſelfiſh epi- 
cur: an principle, and as it may probably 
facilitate my own pretenſions of the ſame 
kind; but as taking a ſincere and diſiu- 
tereſted ſhare in every increaſe of your 
dignities. I intreat you then, as you 
have more frequent opportunitiesof writ- 
ing into this province, than any other of 
my friends, that you would give me im- 


mediate notice as ſoon as you 1141! Lave 


obtained the decree, which you have io 
much reaſon to expect, and which 1 ſo 
unfeignedly wiſh you. If the tedious re- 
ſolutions of the long bench, as our friend 
Pompey calls the ſenate, ſhould delay 


your hopes a few days (and more than 


a few days they, ſurely, cannot delay 
them), be confident, h&wever, that the 


will at length diſtinguiſh you with thoſe 


honours, which are ſo juſtly your due. 
Again, therefore, 1 conjure you, as you 
give me your afte&tion, or would preſerve 
mine, to let me participate in the joy of 
this good news as early as poſſible. 

1o this requeſt I will join another : 
and remind you of executing your pro- 


miſe of ſending me the completion of 


your treatiſe on augury. I aſk this, not 


only as being deſirous of informing my- 


ſelf in the rites and principles of the ſa- 
cred college; but as I receive with un- 
common ſatis faction every mark of your 
favour, As to the requeſt you made me 
on Four part, of ieturning you a compli- 
ment in the ſame kind; it is a point [ 
mult well confider, For it would ii be- 
come an author whom you have ſo often 


- applauded for the pains he beſtows upon 


his compoſitions, to ſuffer any crude and 


indigeſted performance to come forth 
from his hands : eſpecially upon an occa- 
Hop that would juſtly expoſe him to the 


cenſure, not only of being guilty of ne-. 


gligence, but of a moſt ungrateful diſ- 
reſpect. However] may find fome op- 
portunity perhaps, of ſatis{ying both you 
and myſelf upon this article. In the 
mean time, I hope you will endeavour, in 
conformity to your promiſe, that a public 
thankſgiving of the moſt diſtinguiſhed 
kind be decreed as ſoon as poſſible, on 
account of my late victories: and I am 
perſuaded you will act with that zeal 
which is agreeable to your ſincerity, and 


Book 1, 


to the friendſhip which has long ſubſiſted 
between us. I was ſome what later in m 

public diſpatches for this purpoſe, than [ 
wiſhed : and as they were delayed like. 
wiſe by the difficulty of navigation at 
that ſeaſon, they did not, I ſuppoſe, ar- 


rive before the ſenate was prorogued, 


It was the influence which your advice 
always has upon my judgment, that in. 


duced me to defer them. and | am ſatiſ. 


fied it was perfectly right not to acquaint 
the ſenate of my being ſaluted with the 
title of Imperator, till I had gained till 
further advantages by my arms, and en- 
tirely completed the campaign. I con- 
fidently rely therefore upon the aſſiſtance 
you have promiſed me: and recommdnd 
to your protection, whatever elſe con- 
cerns either my affairs or my family, 
Farewel. 


LETTER LM. 
70 C. Titius Rufus, Prætor. 
| A. U. 103] 
UC1Us Cuſtidius is not only of the 


ſame tribe * and corporation & with 
myſelf, but is likewiſe my particular 


friend. As he has a cauſe which he pur- 


poſes to bring before you, I recommend 
his intereſt to your protection: but no 
farther, however, than is conſiſtent with 
your honour and my own good manners, 
All I requeſt therefore is, that you would 
allow him freely to wait upon you as of- 
ten as he ſhall have occation ; that you 
would comply with his defires, as far as 
they ſhall appear equitable; and in a 
word, that you would corivince him, that 
my friendſhip can effectually avail even 
at this diſtance, Farewel. 

Romulus Mivided his citizens into three 
trites, each of which were ſubdivided into ten 
curiæ, or wards, Theſe tribes were in aiter« 
times gradually increaſed, till they arnounied 
to the number of thirty-five. 

F The corporate or municipal towns were 
thoſe which were allowed to govern themſelves 
by their own laws and conſtitutions, and at 
the ſame time were honourEd with the pri- 
vileges of Roman citizens. Cicero was a na- 
tive of one of the ſe c: rporations, called Arpi- 
num: ſituated in à diſtrict of Italy, which now 


make t of the kingdom of Naples. 
e | . LETTER 
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Leeren m. 
To Silius. 


[A. U. 703.) 

WILL. you not think that I am em- 

ployed in a very unneceſſary office, 
when 1 take upon me to recommend a 
man to your friendſhip, who * 1 
know, enjoys that privilege? Let it be a 
proof, ho ve ver, that Lam with paſſion, as 
well as eſteem, devoted to his intereſt, I 
molt earneſtly entreat you then, to con- 
vince Egnatius, by the good effects which 
this letter ſhall produce in his favour, 
both of your affection for me, and of 
mine for him. And be aſſured your 
compliance with this requeſt will be the 
moſt agreeable of all the many and great 
infances I have received of your diſpo- 
lition to oblige me. 


The pleafing hopes I entertained of - 


public atfairs are now totally vaniſhed. 
However, whilſt we wiſh things were 
better, let us ſupport ourſelves with the 
trite conſolation, that we muſt ſubmit to 
what cannot be remedied. But this is a 
ſubject 1 will reſerve to our meeting. In 
the mean time, continue to give me your 
friendſhip; and be well perſuaded of 
mine, Farewel. CM 


LETTER LIV. 
To Publius Cefius. 
[A. U. 703. | 


oer earneſtly recommend to your 


' favour, my very intimate friend Pub- 
lius Meſſienus, a — knight, who is 
Glinguiſhed by every valuable endow- 
ment, I intreat, you by the double ties 
of nat amſty which I enjoy with you and 
your father, to protect him both in his 
ame and his fortunes. Be aſſured you 
vill by this means conciliate the affection 
ofa man highly deſerving of your friend- 
'P, 35 well as confer a mo _—_— 
54.zaton upon myſelf, Farewel, 


LETTRR-LY. 
To the Magitrates of Fregelle x. 
. IA. U. 703. ] 3 
F wy connections with Quintus Hippius 
were not of the ſtrongeſt and moſt 


Fo |t is ſuppoſed to be the ſame town which is 
wy called Caterare, inthe Cam pag va di Roms. 
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amicable kind, I ſhould not depart from - 


. the rule I have laid down to myſelf, of 


not troubling you with my applications. 
This maxim, you will bear me witneſs, [ 
have hitherto ſtrictly obſerved ; though 


I was ever perſuaded at the fame time, 


that there is nothing you would refuſe to 
my raqueſt, : However, I now moſt 
earneſtly intreat your generoſity in behalf 
of my friend's ſon, and that you would 
do me the honour toſhew ſo much regard 
to my inclinations, as to enfranchiſe the 
eſtate he has purchaſed of your corpora- 
tion. I ſhall efteem your compliance 
with this requeſt as a very ſingulat 
favour, . Farewel. 


LETTER LVI. 
To Papirius Petus . 


„ ke 

OUR letter has rendered me a moſt 

complete general. I proteſt I did not 
imagine you were ſo wonderfully ſkilled 
in the art military. But I perceive you 
are an abſolute adept, and deeply ſtudied 
in the tactics of king Pyrrhus Þ and his 
miniſter Cineas. I have ſome thoughts 
therefore of following your moſt curious 
precepts : and indeed of improving ypon 
them. For as I am affured tha beſt 
armament againſt the Parthian cavalry 
is a good fleet, I am deſigning to equip 
myſelf accordingly. Seriouſly, you can- 


not imagine what an expert commander 


you have undertaken to tutor : for after 
having worn out Xenophon's life of 


Cyrus with reading it at Rome, I have 
now fairlypradi/edit out in the province— 


but 1 hope ſoon to joke with you in per- 


+ Lucius Papirius Pætus appears to have, 
been a perſon of great wit and humour, and in 
cloſe friendſhip with. Cicerg. He was an 
Epicurean: and in purſuance of the plan of 
life recommended by the principles of that 
ſe, ſeemed to have ſacrificed his ambition to 
his eaſe, He had ſent ſome military inflruce 
tions by way of raillery to Cicero: who re- 
turns an anſwer to this letter in the ſame jo- 
coſe manner.” Mr, Roſs. 

7 Pyrihus, king of Epirus, bo flouriſhed | 
about 300 years bef..re the date of this letter, 
was eſteemed by the ancients as one of the 


greateſt ſoldiers that ever appeared in the 


world, His whole thoughts and application 
were turned to the art of war: upon which 
ſabje& he publiſhed ſome treatiſes that were 
extant in Plutarch's time, Cineas was one nf 


the generals who commanded under this he- 
roic prince: and who, as it ſhou}! ſeem ſrom 
this paſſage, had likewiſe diſt ingu ſhed himſelf 
by bis military wiitiags, Plut, in vt. Py: _— 
p On. 
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ſon, In the mean time, attend with ſub- 
miſſion due to my high beheſts. You 
are not ignorant, I ſuppoſe, of the parti- 
cularintimacy that ſubſiſts between Mar- 
cus Fabius and myſelf, I value him in- 
deed extremely, not only for the ſingular 
integrity and modeſty of his heart, but 
as he is a moſt excellent ſecond to me in 
thoſe conteſts wherein 1 am ſometimes 
engaged« with certain jovial Epicurean 
companions of yours \ He lately joined 
me at Laodicea; where I am very de- 
ſirous of detaining him: but he received 
an unexpected letter, which has given 
him great uneaſineſs. The purport of it 
is, that his brother has advertiſed his in- 
tentions of ſelling an eſtate at Hercula- 
neum *, in which they are both equally 
intereſted. This news exceedinglyalarms 
my friend: and as his brother's under- 


ſſtanding is not extremely ſtrong, he is in- 


clined to think he has been inſtigated by 
ſome of their common enemies, to take 
this very extraordinary meaſure, Let 
me then intreat you, my dear Pætus, if 
* have any friendſhip for me, to eaſe 
*abjus of the trouble of this affair, by 
receiving the whole burthen of it upon 
yourſelf. We ſhall have occaſion for 
' your authority, your advice, and your in- 
tereſt ; and I hope you will exert them 
all, in order to prevent thoſe two brothers 
from the diſgrace of appearing as adver- 
ſaries in a court of fuſtice. I muſt not 
forget to tell you, that the perſons whom 
Fabius ſuſpects to bethe malicious authors 
of this advice to his brother, are Mato 
and Pollio. To ſay all in one word, I 
ſhall think myſelf inexpreſſibly obliged, 
if you eaſe my friend of this troubleſome 
attair ; a favour he perſuades me, en- 
tirely in your power, Farewel. 


LETTER LVYIl. 
To Marcus Celivs, Curule-A#dile. 
| CA. U. 703 


AM extremely anxious concerning af- 
fairs at Rome: as J hear there have 


been great diſturbances in the general 


 atſemblies of the people ;; and that the 


* The famous City near Naples, which was 


ſwallowed up by an earthquake, in the reign 
of Veſpaſian : agd which is now furniſhing the 
I:erary worldlyath ſo mary invaluable trea- 
ſures of antiquity. 

+ Manutius conjetures, that, this alludes 


* the dit urbances which tom: oflbe tribunes 


Gr 
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feſtival of Minerva j was celebrated in a 
molt riotous manner. But my intelli- 
gence goes no lower than that period : 
and I am altogether uninformed of any 
thing which has ſince paſſed. Yet no- 
thing mortifies me more than being pre- 
vented the pleaſure of laughing with you 
at ſeveral ridiculous incidents which at- 


tended, I am told, theſe public tumults: 


but they are of ſuch a delicate nature 


that I dare not mention them in a letter. 


I am a good deal uneaſy likewiſe, at not 
having received any account of theſe 
commotions from yourſelf, For which 
reaſon, notwithſtanding I ſhall be ſet out 
for Italy before this reaches your hand, 
yet I hope I ſhall meet a letter from you 
upon the road, that I may not arrive an 
utter ſtranger to the ſtate of public affairs; 
as Lam ſure no man is more capable of 
inſtructing me concerning them than 
yourſelf, f | 
Your agent, the worthy Diogenes, to- 
gether with your freed-man Phile 5, 
parted from me at Peſſinus ||, in order to 
proceed on their journey to the king ( of 
Galatia : though with little hopes of ſuc- 
ceeding at a court neither very able nor 
very willing tocomply with the purpoſes 
of their embaſſy. þ 
Rome, my friend, Rome alone, is the 
object that merits your attention: and 
may you ever live within the ſplendor of 
that illuſtrious ſcene !- All foreign em- 
ployments (and as it was my ſentiments 
from my firſt entrance into the world) 
are below the ambition of thoſe who have 
talents to diſtinguiſh themſelves on that 


"more conſpicuous theatre. And would 


to God, as | was ever well convinced of 
this truth, that I had always acted ac- 
cordingly ! Be aſſured, the pleaſure of a 
fingle walk with you would afford me 
more ſatisfa&tion than all the aavantages 


I can derive from my government, 1 


occaſioned at Rome, in oppoſing the attempts 
of the Pompeian party to divelt Cæſar of hi 
government in Gaul. At the head of thele 
tribunes, Cut io, who had 1 ſides, 
now choſe to diſtinguiſh himſelf. 

| This feſtival was celebrated on the 19th 
of March: and continued five days. 

S Calius ment ons theſe perl: ns 1n 3 ſor· 
mer letter, as being employed by him te ex- 
ecute ſome commiſſion in this part. of the 
world : but the nature of the buſine!s with 
which they were charged does not appear. 


{| A city in Ph: ygia within the juriſdict.08 | 


of Cic: 10's g«veruient. 
0 Dejotarus, 


hope, 


dect. J. 


kope, indeed, I ſhall receive the applauſe 
of 1aving conducted myſelf throughout 
ray :dminiſtration with an untainted in- 
tegrity : however, I ſhould have merited 
iz much honour by refuſing the govern- 
ment of this province, as by having thus 
preſerved it from the hands of our ene- 
mies. But where then,” you will aſk 
perhaps, „ had been the hopes of a 
« rriumph 2 Believe me, I ſhould have 
deemed that loſs well compenſated, by 
eſcaping ſo long and ſo tedious a ſepara- 
tion from all that I hold moſt valuable. 
But I hope 1 ſhall now ſoon be with you. 
In the mean time let me meet a letter 
from you, worthy of your political pene- 
tration, Farewel. | | 


LETTER LVIII. 
To Marcus Cato. 


[A. U. 703] 


PRAISE from thy | 'ps *tis mine with 


pride to boaſt : 


, He beſt can give it who deſerves it moſt : 


as Hector, I think, ſays to the venerable 
Pram in one of Nævius's plays. Ho- 
rourableindeed is that approbation which 
is beſtowed by thoſe who have themſelves 
been the conſtant object of univerſal ap- 
plauſe. Accordingly, I eſteem the en- 


comiums you conferred upon me in the 


ſenate, together with your congratulatory 
letter, as a diſtinctiou of the higheſt and 


mot illuſtrious kind. Nothing could be. 


more agreeable to my wiſhes, as nothing 
could be more glorious for my reputation, 
than your having thus freely given to 
tnendihip, whatever you could ſtrictly 
zwe to truth, Were Rome entirely 
compoſed of Catos, or could it produce 
many (as it is ſurpriſing it can furniſh 
ten one) of that venerable character, 
my deſires would be amply ſatisfied ; and 
| ſhould prefer your ſingle approbation 
to all the laurels and all the triumphal 
cars in the univerſe. In my own judg- 
ment indeed, and according to the re- 
fned: ft mate of true philoſophy, the ho- 
»04rs You paid me in the ſenate, and 
which have been tranſmitted to me by 
nicant dittinction I can poſhibly receive. 
«Kquamted you in my former letter, 
With the particular motives which in- 
ed me to be defirous (for I will not 
call jt ambitious) of a triumph: and i[ 


my friends, is undoubtedly the moſt ſig- 
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the reaſons I there aſſigned will not, in 
your opinion, juſtify a warm purſuit of 
that honour ; they mult prove at lealt 
that I ought not to refuſe it, if the ſenate 
ſhould make me the offer. And I hope 
that aſſembly, in conſideration of my ſer- 
vices jn this province, will not think me 
undeſerviug of a reward ſo uſually con- 
ferred. If I ſhould not be diſappointed 
in this hope, my only requeſt is (what 
indeed you kindly promiſe), that as you 


; have paid me the honours you thought 


moſt to my glory; you would rejoice in 
my obtaining thoſe which are moſt to 
my inclination, And this diſpoſition 
you have already very fincerely ſhewn, 
not only by your letter, but by having 
ſigned the decree that has paſſed in my 
favour; for decrees of this kind, I 
know, are uſually ſubſcribed by thoſe 
who are moſt in the intereſt of the per- 
ſon to whoſe honour they are yoted, I 
will only add, that I hope to ſee you 


very ſhortly ; and may I find the repub- 
lic in a happier ſituation than I have rea- 
ſon to fear, Fare wel. 


/ 


LET FER LIX. 
To Terentia and Tullia. 


Athens, October the 18th. [A. U. 703.) 
ff {ns amiable youngCiceroand myſelf 
are perfectly well, if you and my 
deareſt Tullia are ſo, We arrived here * 
on the 14th of this month, after a very 
tedious and diſagreeable patlage, occa- 
ſioned by contrary winds. Acaitus + met 
me upon my landing, with letters from 
Rome; having been ſo expeditious as to 
perform his journey in one-and-twenty 
days. In the packet which he delivered 
to me, I found yours, wherein you ex- 
preſs ſome uneaſineſs left your former 
letters ſhould not have reached my hands. 
They have, my Terentia: and l am ex- 
tremely obliged to you for the very full 
accounts you gave me of every thing L 
was concerned to know. 
| am by no means ſurpriſed at the 
ſhortneſs of your laſt, as you had reaſon 
to expect us ſo ſoon. It is with great 
impatience I wiſh for that meeting; 
though I am ſenſible, at the ſame time, 
of the unhappy ſituation in which I ſhall 
find the republic. All the letters indeed 
which I received by Acaſtus, agree in aſ- 


| ® Athens. F A freed-manb-longigg to Cicero. 
1 | : ſucing 
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furing me, that there is a general ten- 
dency to T civil war: ſo that when I 
come to Rome [ ſhall be under a neceſ- 
ſity of declaring myſelf on one ſide or 
the other. However, ſince there is no 
avoiding the ſcene which fortune 'has 
prepared for me, I ſhall be the more ex- 
| 3 in my journey, that I may the 
tter deli berate on the ſeveral circum- 
ſtances which muſt determine my choice. 
Let me intreat you to meet me as far 
on my way as your health will permit. 
The legacy which Preeius has left me, 
is an acquiſition that I receive with great 
concern, as I tenderly loved him, and 
extremely lament his death. If his eſtate 
ſhould be put up to auction before my 
arrival, I beg you would recommend my 
intereſt in it to the care of Atticus: or in 
caſe his affairs ſhould not allow him to 
undertake the office, that you would re- 
queſt the ſame favour of Camillus. And 
if this ſhould not find you at Rome, I de- 
fire you would ſend proper directions 
thither for that purpoſe. As for my 
other affairs, I hope I ſhall be able to 
ſettle them myſelf: for I purpoſe to be 
in Italy, if the gods favour my voyage, 
about the 13th of November. In the 
mean time I conjure you, my amiable 
and excellent TJerentia, and thou m 
deareſt Tullia, I conjure you both by all 
the tender regards you bear me, to take 
care of your healths. Farewel, 


LET THE Ac 
To Tiro &. 


7 


November the 3d. [A. U. 703.] 

IJ DID not imagine I ſhould have been 

| ſo little able to ſupport your abſence : 
but indeed it is more than I can well 
bear. Accordingly, notwithſtanding it is 
of the laſt importance to my intereſt 4 
t hat I ſhould haſten to Rome, yet I can- 
not but ſeverely reproach myſelf for hay- 


* He was a favourite ſlave of Cicero, who 
trained him up in his family, and formed him 
under his immediate tuition, The probity of 

bis manners, the elegance of his genius, and 
his uncommon erudition, recommended him 
to his maſter's peculiar efteem and affeQion : 
of which the letters addreſſed to him in this 

collection, are a laſting and remarkable me- 
morial. 

+ As Cicero was full of the hopes of obtain» 
ing a triumph, he was defirous of haſtening 
to Rome befere the difſentions between Cæſar 
and Pompey ſhou'd be arrived at fo great 2 

height as to render it impefſible for him to en- 
joy that honour, 


* 
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ing thus deſerted you. However, as you 
ſeemed altogether averſe from purſuin 

your voyage tilt you ſhould re-eſtabliſh 
your health, I approved of your ſcheme; 


and [I itil} approve of it, if you continue 


in the ſame ſentiments. Nevertheleſs if, 
after having taken ſome refreſumeut, you 
ſhould think yourſelf in à condition to 
follow me ; you may do ſo, or not, as you 


| ſhall judge proper. If you ſhould de. 


termine in the affirmative, I have ſent 
Mario to attend you : if not, I haye or- 
dered him to return immediately, Be 
well aſſured, there is nothing I more ar- 
Uently deſire than to have you with me, 
provided I may enjoy that pleaſure with- 
out prejudice to yourſelf. But be affured 
too, that if your continuing ſomewhat 
longer at Patræ I ſhould be thought ne- 
ceſſary, I prefer your heajth to all other 
conſiderations. If you thould embark 
immediately, you may overtake me at 
Leucus $. But if you are more inclined 
to defer your d till your recovery 
ſhall be better confirmed, let me intreat 
you to be very careful in chooſing a ſafe 
ſhip ; and that you would neither ail at 
an improper ſeaſon nor without a convoy, 
I particularly charge you alſo, my dear 
Tiro, by all the regard you bear me, not 
to ſufter the arrival of Mario, or any 
thing that I have ſaid in this letter, in 


che leaſt to influence your reſolution. 


Believe me, whatever will be moſt agree- 
able to your health, will be moſt agree- 
able likewiſe to my inclinations : and 
therefore I deſire you would be wholly 
governed by your own prudence. "Tis 
true, I am extremely deſirous of your 
company, and of enjoying it as early as 
poſſible: but the ſame affection which 
makes me wiſh to ſee you ſoon, makes 
me wiſh to ſee you well. Let your 
health therefore be your firſt and princt- 
pal care; afluring yourſelf, that among 
all the numberleſs good offices I have re- 
ceived at your hands, I ſhall eſteem this 
by far tlie moſt acceptable; 


A city in Peloponneſus, which till ſub- 
ſiſts under the name of Patras. Civero 
left Tiro indiſpoſed it this place, the day be- 

fore the date of the preſent letter. 
SA little Grecian iſland in the lonian ſea, 
now called Saint Maure. It was on this ifland 
that the celebrated promontory ſtood, trom 
whence the. tender Sappho is ſaia to have 
thrown herſelf in a fit of amorous _delpuir : 
and which the inimitable Addi ſon has reader- 
ed ſtili more celebrated by his ingenious = 
pers on the Lever*s Leap. See Spectator, Vo 
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LETTER NT. - 
To the ſame. 


Leacas, Nov. the 7th. CA. U. 703.] 
du YOUR kee produced very ditferent 


to effects on my mind; as the latter 
Du dat ſomewhat alleviated the concern 
e- wich the former had occaſioned. I am 
nt ros convinced that it will not be ſafe for 
r- wou to proceed on your voyage, till your 


Be bealth ſhall be entirely re-eſtabliſhed: 
ir- ind I ſhall ſee you ſoon enough, if I ſee 


e, you perfectly recovered, 
n- | tind by your letter that you» have a 
ed od opinion of your phyſician : and [ 
hat am told he deſerves it. However, [| can. 
ne- vo means approve of the regimen he 
her Ipeſeribed: for broths cannot certainly 
ark » ſuitable to ſo weak a ſtomach. I have 
at wiittento him very fully concerning you; 


ned 5 alſo to Lyſo. I have done the fame. 


ery likewiſe to my very obliging friend Cu- 


eat rus: and have particularly requeſted 
afe m, if it hould be agreeable to yourſelf, 


| at that he would remove you into his houſe, 
oy. am apprehenſive indeed that Lyſo will 
ear not give you proper attendance : in the 
not feſt place, becauſe careleſſneſs is the ge- 
any neral characteriſtic of all his country- 
in men*; and in the next, becauſe he has 
on. returned no anſwer to my letter, Never- 
ree- theleſs, as you mentien him with eſteem, 
ree- leave it to you to continue with him, 


and or not, jult as you thalk think proper. 
olly Let.me only enjoin you, my deac Tiro, 
'Tis not to ſpace any expence that may be 


your neceſſary towards your recovery. To 
7 as his end, I have deſired Curius to ſupply 
hich You with whatever money you ſhall re- 
akes gute; and 1 think it would be proper, 
your in order to render your phyſician the 
Nct- de caretul in his attendauce, to make 
dong him ſome preſent. : | 

e re- Numberleſs are the ſervices I have re- 
this cened from you, both at home and 


wad; in my public and my private 
tanſaftions 3 in the courſe of my itudies 
1. the concerns of my family. But 
ald you crown them all, let it be by 
wur care that 1 may ſee you (as I hope 
bon ſhall) perfectly recovered. If 
your health fl,ould permit, I think you» 
ot do better than to take the oppor- 
ny of em barking with myquæſtor Meſ- 
mus; tor he is a good- natured man, and 
Ellis {G have conceived a trienaſh:p {or 


The Grecians. 
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you. The care of your voyage indeed 


is the next thing I would recommend to 
you, after that of your health. How- 
ever, | would now by no means have you 
hurry yourſelf; às my ſingle concern is 
for your recovery. Loaflared, my dear 
Tiro, tha: all my friends are yours ; and 
conſequently, as your health is of the 
greateſt importance to me as well as to 


' yourſelf, there are numbers whoyare ſoli- 
_ Citous for its preſervation, Your aſſidu- 


04s attendance upon me has hitherto 
prevented you from paying due regard 
to it. But now that you are wholly at 
leiſure, 1 conjure you to devote all your 
application to that ſingle object: and L 
ſhall judge of the affection you bear me, 
by your compliance with this requeſt. 
Adieu, my dear Tiro, adiewy! adieu! 
may you ſoon be reſtored to the perfect 
enjoyment of health ! | 
Lepta, together with all your other 
friends, ſaluce you. F ctrl. : 


LETTER. 
S To the ſame. 


en  - 
WE parted, you know, on the ſecond 
ot November: on the ſixth 1 ar- 
rived at Leucas, from whence I reached 
Actium the following day. I was de- 
tained there by contrary winds till the 
next morning, when I ſailed for Corcy- 
ra; where I arrived on the ninth, after 
having had a very favourable paſſige. 
Ine weather proving extremely tempeſ- 
tuous, I was obliged to continue in that 
place till the ſixteenth, when IT again 
proceeded on my voyage: and on the 
ſeventeenth, 1 entered the bay of Caf 
liope, a maritime town in Corcyra, 
ſituated about an hundred and twenty 
itadia from my former port. Here the 
wind ſhitting, I wasdetained till the 23d. 
In the mean time, thoſe ſhips that had 
accompanied methither, and were ſo im- 
patient as immediately to put to ſeaagain, 
were many of them loſt. However, on 
the evening of the day I laſt mentioned, 
we weighed anchor; and having ſailen 
all that night and the next day with a 
fair gale from the ſouth, and a very cler r 
ivy, we gained with great eaſe the port 
ot Hydruns in Italy, The fame wind 
carried us the folowing day, being the 
t wenty-tifth, to Brundibum. I was me 


* 
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„ HESCANT 


at this place by Terentia (who deſires 
me to aſſure you of her eſteem), and we 

entered the town together. On the 
twenty-ſeventh, a flave of Planeius ar- 
,rived here with your very acceptable 
letter, dated thethirteenth of this month: 
which, though it did not entirely anſwec 
my wiſhes, contributed greatly to alle- 
viate the uneaſineſs I was under upon 
your account. I had the ſatisfaction like- 
wiſe of hearing at the ſame time from 
your phyſician : who confirms me in the 
hope, that you will ſoon be well. 


And now, as I perfectly well know 


your prudence, your temperance, and the 
affection you bear me, can it be neceſſary 
that I ſhould intreat you to employ your 
utmoſt care to re-eſtabliſh your health? 
am perſuaded indeed, you will do every 
thing in your power to return to 'me as 
ſoon as poſſible : however, I would by no 
means have you more expeditious than 
your ſtrength will bear, 
accepted Lyſo's invitation to his concert; 
leſt your going abroad ſo ſoon ſhould oc- 
caſion a relapſe on the fourth critical 
week Kk. But ſince you were willing to 
hazard your health rather than appear 
cefticient in point of politeneſs, I hope you 
will guard againſt any ill conlequence 
that may attend your complaiſance, 


I am ſorry you 


I have written to Curius to requeſt he 


would make a proper acknowledgment 
to your phyſician, and ſupply you like- 
wife with whatever money your occaſions 
ſhall require :' which I will repay accord- 
ing to his order. You will find an horſe 
and a mule at Brundiſium, which I have 
left there for your ſervice. 
ceeding on my journey to Rome: where 


IT am pro- 


* The ancients entertained a variety of ſu- 


. " 
perſtitious not ons concerning the my cal 
power of numbers, particulaily the numbers ot 
ſeven, with its leveial multiplications and di— 
viſions, 
treatiſes, calls this number rerum cu fere 
nedurs aid it is to its particular influence with 

reg rd to the criſis of diflempers, that he al- 
ludcs in the prelent pailage.. 
1etailed abundance of abturd learning in rela- 
tion to this wonder- working number, which 
he concludes with the ici} wig reficci ion : 


Cicero, in one of his philo;. ohical 


Macrobius has 


. nde non tmmerte his Nu Hy toirus fabrice 


diſpen ater & dominus, @g1 is queque corfor ibus 
perteulum ſanilateme pgennnttat. 
u on, however, is not aheg+ ther incontiſtent 
wich a more improved phitotophy :; 
perience (hews, that the 7th, the 1gth, &c. 
days, are frequentiy attended with certain de- 
. (eimining ſymptoms in the progreſs of acute 
qiſeales. Macro. in Somn, Seip. i. 6, 


t his { b. 


and ex- 


E PIST L E S. Bock l. 


I exp=& to ſee great commotions upon 
the entrance of the new conſuls into their 
office T. However, it is my reſolution 
not to engage in the violent mealures of 
either party. 

I have only to add my moſt earneſt re. 
queſt, that you would not emback with. 
out taking all prudent precautions to ſe- 
cure a ſafe voyage. "the maſters of 
ſhips, I know, who are governed entirely 


by their Hopes of gain, are always in 


haſte to ſail. But I entreat you, my dear 
Tiro, not to be too hazardous; and re. 
mem ber that you have a wide and dan. 
gerous ſea to traverſe, I \Rould be glal 
you would, if poſſible, tal your patlage 
with Meſcinius ; who- is never diſpoſed 
to run any im prudent ri{ks in expeditions 
of this kind. But if your health ſhould 
not permit you tõ embark ſo ſoon, let me 
deſire you would look out for ſome other 
companion in your voyage, whoſe public 
character may give him an authority xith 
the commandeg of your ſhip. *In a word, 
you cannot more effectually oblige me, 
than by exerting your utmoſt care ty 
return to me ſafe and well. Aga, 
and again, my dear Tiro, I bid ya 
adieu. ö | 

I have recommended you in th: 
ſtrongeſt terms to the care both of Cu- 
rius and Lyſo, as well as of your ply- 
ſician, Adieu. 


LETTER LI. 
To the ſame. 


Jan. the 12th, [A U. 704, 
TOTWITHSTANDING that I feel ti 
want of your ſervices in every place 
and vpon-all occaſions ; yet, be aſſured, 
your illneſs gives me far Jeſs concern ch 
my own account than on yours. los 
ever, ſince it has terminated, as Cutis 
informs me, in a quartan ague; I cp? 
if you are not wanting in proper «art, 
that it will prove means of more frag 
eſtabliſhing your health. Be fo jut then 
to the regard you owe me, as no 
ſuffer any other concern to en ploy you 
thoughts but what relates to vour e 
covery. I am ſenſible, at the ſame tim 
how much you ſutfter from this abſence] 
but believe nie, all will be well, hence! 
you are fo, I would by no means there 
tore have you in ſo much hafte to return 
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+ The conſuls entered upon the ir office © 
the hrft day of the new year, 
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deck, 1. e 
to me, as to expoſe yourſelf to the dan- 
gers Of a w inter- voyage; nor indeed to 
the dangers of a ſea ſickneſs, before you 
al! have ſufficiently recovered your. 
trength. 

arrived in the ſuburbs of Rome on 
tbe fourth of January: and nothing 
cod be more to my honour, than the 
manner in which I was met on my ap- 
p:oach to the city. But 1 am uniSpp'ly 
{allen into the very midit of public dil- 
ſention, or rather indeed, 1 find myſelf 
{.rrounded with the flames ofa civil war. 
Fas my earneſt deſire to have com- 
poled theſe dangerous ferments : and I 
probably might, if the paſſions of ſome 
in both parties, who are equally eager * 
for war, had not rendered endeavours 
inefe&ual, My friend Cæſar has writ- 
teri a very warm and menacing letter to 
the ſenate, He has the aflurance, not- 
vithfilanding their expreſs prohibition, to 
continue at the head of his army and in 
the government of his province: to 
which very extraordinary meaſures he 
has been inſtigated by Curio, The lat- 
te, in conjunction with Quintus Caſſius 
aud Mark Antony, without the leaſt 
violence having been offered to them, 
have withdrawn themſelves to Cæſar. 
They took this ſtep immediately after 
the ſenate had given it in charge to the 
conſalss, the pretors, and the tribunes 
of the people, together with thoſe of us 
who are veſted with proconſular power, 
o take care of the intereſts of the repub- 
e. And never, in truth, were our li- 
ber es in more imminert danger: as 
thole ho are diſaffected to the common- 
Weaith never were headed by a chief 
ore capable, or better prepared to ſup- 
port hem. We are railing forces with 
«. pultvle diligence, undertl;eauthority 
1% with theaftitiance of Pompey : who 


n 
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| Fut the cor-- 
ui Lentulus, in order to appropriate to 


Ba The conſuls of this year were Clodius 
„Tellus, and Coroclius Lentulus Crus. 
, this decree the magittrates therein 
dec yere inveſted with a diſcretionary 
bet of acting as they ſhould judge proper in 
eat ex.gency of public affairs : a decree 
. "ck he levate never had recourie but in 
v+ the dtmoil danger aud diluels, Ce). 


"Vivid, i. 3. 5 
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himſelf a greater ſhare in conferring this 
honour, told them, that he would propoſe 
it himſelf in proper form, as ſoon as he 
ſhould have diſpatched the atfairs that 
were neceſſary in thepreſent conjuncture. 
In the mean time, I act with great mo- 
deration ; and this conduct renders my 
influence with both parties ſo much the 
{t-onger. The ſeveral diitricts of Italy 
are aſſigned to our reſpective protections; 
and Capua is the department I have 
taken for nine. 

I thought it proper to gre you this 
general information of public affairs: to 
which 1 will only add my requeſt, that 
you would take care of your health, and 
write to me by every opportunity. Again 
and again I bid you fate wel. 


£ 


LETTER IXIV. 
; To Terentia and to Tullia. 


Minturne; Jan. the zbtb. [A U. 704,] 

| bay what manner it may be proper to 
diſpoſe of. yourſelves during the pre- 
ſent eon juncture, is a queition which mutt 
now be decided by your own judg ments 
as much as by mine, Should Cztar ad- 
vance to Rome without committing hoſti- 
lities, you may certainly for the preſent 
at leaſt, remain there unmoleſted: but if 
this madman ſhould give up the city to 
the rapine of his foldiers, I muſt doutt 
whether even Dolabella's credit and au- 
thority will be ſufficient to protect you. 


J am under ſome apprehenſion likewiſe, 


leſt whilſt you are deliberating in what 
manner to act, you ſhould find yourſe] ves 
fo ſurrounded with the army as to render 
it impoſiible to withdraw, though you 
ſhould be ever ſo much inclined. "he 
next queſtion is (and it is a queſtion 
which you yourſelves are beſt able to de- 
termine), Whether any ladies of your rank 
venture to continue in the city: if not, 
w1ill it be confiſtent with your character 
to appear fingular in that point I But be 
that as it will, you cannot, I think, as 
attairs are now fituated, be more com- 
modioutly placed, than either with me or 
at ſome at our tirms in this diſtrict ; 
ſuppoſing, 1 mean, that I ſhould be able 
to maintain my preſent poſt, I muſt add 
likewiſe, that a ſhoit time, tis to be 
feared, will produce a great ſcarcity in 
Rome, However, I ſhould be glad you 
would take the ſentiments of Atticus, or 

G 2 | Camilius, 
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Camillus, or any other friend whom you 
may chooſe to conſult upon this ſubject. 
In the mean while let me conjure you 
both, to keep up your ſpirits. The 
coming over of Labienus to our party, 
has given affairs a much better aſ 4. 
Ana Piſohaving withdrawn hirafelff;om 
the city, is likewiſe another very fayour- 
able circumitance : as it is a plain indi- 
cation, that he diſapproves the impious 
meaſures of his ſon-iu-law. 


. 7 
I intreat you, my deareſt creatures, 


to write to me as frequently as poſſible, 
and iet me know how it 1s with you, as 
well as what is going forward in Rome. 
My bro and nephew, together with 
P : fus, auectionately ialute you, Fare- 
Wel. | 


LETTER LXV. 
To the ſame. 


Forrmrie, * the 26th. [A. U. 704. 
T well deſerves Ce, whether 
it will be more prudent for you to con- 
tinue in Rome, or to remove to ſome ſe- 
cure place within my department; and 
it is a conſideration, my deareſt creatures, 


in which your on judgments muſt afhit 


mine. What occurs to my preſent 
thoughts is this: on the one hand, as you 
will probably find a ſafe protection ꝙ in 
Dolubella, your reſiding in Rome may 
prove a mean of ſecuri@#y, our houſe from 
being plundered, ſhoulu the foldiers be 
Jufleced to commit any violences of that 
kind. But on the other, when | reflect 
that all the worthier part of the republic 
have withdrawn themſelves ana their 


tamilies from the city; 1 am inclined to 


adviſe you to follow their example. I 
muſt add likewite, that there are ſeveral 
towns in this canton of Italy under my 


command, which are particularly in dur 


intereſt : as alſo, that great part of our 
eſtate lies in the ſame diſtrict. If there- 

foie you ſhuuld remove hither, you may 
not ovIly very frequently be with me, 
but whenever we thall, be obliged to ſe- 


* A maritime city in Campania, pot far 
from Minturnz, the place from wheiwce the 
preceding letter is dated. 

+ This epiſtle ſeems to have been a ſort of 
duplicate of the former; and though it is 
dated from s different place, it wa: probably 
 wrinen on the tame day, and conveyed by 
ſome unexpeaed epportunity that occurred 
alter he had Giipatched the — | 


S 
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parate, you may be ſafely lodged at ne 
or other of my farms. However, 1; 
utterly unable to determine, at preſe 
which of thoſe ſchemes is prefera} .' 
only let me intreat you to obſerye what 
ſteps other ladies of your rank purſue in 
this conjuncture; and be cautious like. 
wiſe that you be not prevented from re. 
tiring, ſhould it prove your choice. 1, 
the mean time, I hope you will maturely 
deliberate upon this point between your. 
ſelves ; and take the opinion alſo of our 
friends. At all events, 1 defice you 
would direct Philotimus to procure : 
ſtrong guard to defend our houſe : 10 
which requeſt 1 muſt add, that you would 
engage 4 proper number of regula; 
couriers, in order to give me the ſatisfac. 
tion of hearing from you every day. Bu 
above all, let me conjure you both, tg 
take care of your healths as you with ty 
preſerve mine. Farenel. 


LETTER LXVI. 


To Tiro. 


| April the 10th, [A. U. 50% 

1 SHALL think myſelf indebted to you 

for all that Imoſt value, wheneyervou 
give we the ſatisfaction of ſeeing you 
perfectly recorered. In the mean time, 
am in the utmoſt impatience for the i 
turn of Menander, whom I lately di- 
patched with a letter to you. I conjur: 
you, it you have any atteCtion for me, u 
take care of your health : and let we 
ſee you as ſoon as it ſhall be thoroughly 
re-citabliſhed. Fatrewel. | 


LETT ER LXVIL 
To Rufus. 


| [A. U. 704.), ä 
Touen I never once doubted that! 
enjoyed the higheſt rank in your 
frienuſbip, yet every day's experience 
ſtrengthens me in that perſuaſion. You 
allured me, I remember, in one of you 
letters, that you ſhould be more aflidu 
ous in giving me proofs of your aftedtiun 
10w, than when you were my quæſtor. & 
they would more indiſputably appear te 
Le the free reſult ofa Libnterediod eſteen. 
And though nothing, I thought, cout 
exceed your good offices to me in the 
province, yet you have ſince fully evinced 
the ſiuccrity of this promiſe. * 
ok ing! 
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Sec. I. AN C 1 


ingly it was with great pleaſureI obſerved 
the friendly impatience with which you 
expected my arrival in Rome, when I had 
toughts of going thither; as well as the 
joy you aſtet vards Exprelſed at my hav- 
ing laid aſide that deſign, when atfairs 
had taken a different turn from what you 
imagined. But your laſt letter was par- 
ticularly acceptable to me, as an inſtance 
both of your affection and your judgment. 
It afforded me much ſatisfaction indeed, 
to find on the one hand, that you conſider 
your true intereſt (as every great and 
honeſt mind ought always to conſider it) 
as inſeparably connected with a rectitude 
of aaa 57 : and on the other, that you 
promiſe to accompany me, whitherſoever 
may determine to ſteer. Nothing can 
be more agreeable to my inclination, nor, 


\ I truſt, to your honour, than your exe- 


cuting this reſolution. Mine has been 
fixed for ſome time : and it was not with 
any deſigu of concealing it from you, 
that 1 did nor acquaint you with it be- 
fore. My only reaſon was, that in pub- 
lic conjunctures of this kind, the commu- 
nication of one's intentions to a friend, 
looks like admoniſning, or rather indeed 
preſſing him to ſhare in the difficulties 
and the dangers of one's ſchemes. 1 


cannot, however, but willingly embrace 


to your fears, 


an otler which proceeds from ſo attec- 
tionate and generous adiſpoſition: though 


1 muit add at the ſame time (that I may 


not tranſgreſs the modeſt limits 1 have 
ſet to my requeſts of this nature), that 1 
by no means urge your compliance, If 
you ſhall think proper to purſue the mea- 
lures you propoſe, I Thall eſteem myſelf 
greatly indebted to you: if not, I ſhall 
very readily excuſe you, For though I 
ſhall look upon the former as a tribute 
which you could not well refuſe to my 
friendſhip; yet I ſhall conſider the latter 
likewiſe as the ſame reaſonable conceſſion 
. It muſt be owned, there 
is great difficulty how to act upon this 
occalion, Tis true, what honour would 
direct, is very apparent : but the pruden- 
nal part is far from being a point ſo 


dear. However, if we would act up as 


we ouyht, to the dictates of that philoſo- 
phy we have mutually cultivated, we can- 
not once heſitate in thinking, that the 
vorthieſt meaſures muſt upon the whole 
be the moſt expedient. If you are in- 
clined then to embark with me, you muſt 
come hither immediately: but if it ſnould 
not ſuit you to be thus expeditious, I will 
lend you an exact account of my route. 


g 


To be ſhort, in whatever manner you 
may decide, [ ſhall always conſider you - 
as my friend: but. much more fo, if 
you ſhoyld determine as | wiſh. Farewel., 


«LET TER LEVIIE 
4 To Terentia. 


| June the 11th, [A U. 704. 

AM entirely free from the diſorder in 

L my ſtomach ; which was the more 
painful, as I ſaw it occaſioned both you 
and that dear girl whom I love better 
than my life, ſo much uneaſineſs. I dif- 
covered the cauſe of this complaint the 
night after I left you, having diſcharged 
a great quantity of phlegm. This gave 
me ſo immediate a relief, that I cannot 
but” believe I owe my cure to ſome 
heavenly interpoſition: to Apollo, no 
doubt, and Aſculapius. You will offer 
up your grateful tributes therefore to 
theſe reſtoring powers, with all the ar- 
dency of your uſual devotion. | 

I am this moment embarked “; and 
have procured a ſhip which 1 hope is 
well able to perform her voyage. As 
ſoon as I ſhall have finiſhed this letter, I 
propoſe to write to ſeveral of my friends, 
recommending you and ourdeareſt Tullia 
in the ſtrongeſt terms to their protection. 
In the mean time, I ſhould exhort you to 
keep up your ſpirits, if I did not know 
that you are both animated with a more 
than manly fortitude, And indeed I 
hope there is a fair proſpect of your re- 
waining in Italy without any inconve- 
nience, and of my returning to the de- 
tence of the republic, in conjunction with 
thoſe who are no leſs faithfully devoted 
to its intereſt, 

After earneſtly recommending to you 
the care of your health, let me wake it 
my next requeſt, that you would diſpoſe of 
yourſelf in ſuch of my villas as are at the 

reateſt diſtance from the army. And 
}f proviſions ſhould become ſcarce in 
Rome, I ſhould think you will find it moſt 
convenient to remove with your ſervants 
to Arpinum +. . 

The amiable young Cicero moſt ten- 
derly ſalutes you. Again and again L 
bid you farewel. 


* In order to joig Pompey in Greece : who 
bad left Italy about three months before the 
date of this leiter, | 

Þ A city in the country of the Volſci; a 
diſtrc of Italy which now comprehends part 
ot the Campagna di Roma, and of the Terra di 
Lavoro. Cicero was born in this town, winch 
Ai {ybſiits vader the name of Arpino. | 

Err 


J chooſe to truſt in a letter. 


ſible I am 


cee 
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L'ET TERCEXLE 
To Terentia *, 


June the 2d. [A U. 704.] 
AM informed by the letters of my 
triends as well as by other accounts, 
that you have had a ſudden attack of a 
f-ver. I intreat you therefore to em- 
ploy the utmoſt care in re-eſtabliſhing 
your health. | 


The ea ly notice you gave me of 


Ceſar's letter, was extiemely :greeable 
to me: and Et me delice you would ſend 
me the ſame exnedr ious intelligence, if 


any thing ſhauld hereafter occur that 


Concerns me to know. Once more 1 
conjute vou to take Care of your health, 
Fare „el. 


1 


EE TT EA SAX. 
To the fame « 


[A. U. 504.] 
INTREAT you to take all proper mea- 
ſures tor the recovery of your heulth. 
Let me requeſt likewiſe, that you would 


N provide whatever may be neceflary in the 


preſent cor puncture : and that you would 
fend Ne frequent age d how every 
thing goes on. Farewel, | 


— 


LET TEE EXXE 
To the ſame. 


July the 1eth; [A. U. 704.) 

HAVE ſeldom an opportunity of writ- 
ing; and ſcarce any thing to ſay that 
I find by 
your laſt, that you cannot meet with a 
purchaſer for any of our farms. I beg 
therefore you would corfider of ſome 
other method of raiſing money, in order 
to ſatisfy :- at perſon, who, you are ſen- 
very deſirous ſhould be 
paid Þ. | 


* „his letter was written by Cicero inthe 
camp at Dyrrachium : tor there is one extant 
to Atticus later than this, and Gated fromthe 
camp Mr. Re. 

+ This letter was probal\ly written ſoon 
after the foregoing, and from the lame place, 
I This letter, as well as. the two former, 
Was wiitten while Cicero wes with Pompey in 
G:cece. Tae butinets at which he to oblcarely 


hats, aß been th ught to relate to the pay» 


art oi 1 ujlia's portion to Delabella. 
\\ 


ot p 


dithculties, 


I am by no means ſurpriſed that you 


ſhould have received the Hanks of our 


friend; as i} dare fay ſhe had great 

reaſoa to acknowledge your kindnef-, 
If Pollex S is not yer {ei ou, I de- 

fire you would exerciſe your authority, 


and force the oiterer to depart imme- 


diately, Farewel, 


LETTER EXSH, 
To the ſame. 


Brundifium, Nov. the sth. [A. U. 704. 
M43Y the joy you expreſs at my ſafe 
arrival in Italy [| be never inter- 
rupted ! But my mind was fo much dif. 
compoſed by thoſe atrocious injuries l 
had received, that I haye taken a ſtep, l 
fear, which may be attended with great 
Let me then intreat your 
ut moſt aſſiſtance: though I muit confeſs, 
at the ſame time, that I know not where- 
in it can ayail me. 1 
I would by no means have you think 
of coming hither, For the qourney is 
both long ard dangerous: and I do not 
ſee in what manner you could be of any- 
ſervice, Farewel. | 


LETTER IXXIII. 
70 the ſame. 


[A. U. 7040 | 

T HE1! ſtate of health into which Tul- 
1 liais fallen, is a very fevere addition 
to the many and great diſquietudes that 
afllict my mind. But I need ſay nothing 
farther upon this ſubject: as I am ſure 
ber welfare is yo leſs a part of your ten- 
der concern than it is 6f mine. 

I agree both with you and her inthink- 
ing it proper that I ſhould advance nearer 
to Ronie: and I ſhould have done ſo be- 
fore now, if I had not been prevented by 
ſeveral difficulties, which I am not yet 
able to remove. But I am in expectation 


$ It appears by a letter to Atticus, that 
this perhen acted as a fort of fteward in Cice- 
ro's family. 

After the battle of Pharſslia, Cicero 
would not engage him ſelf any farther with the 
Pompeian party; but having endeavoured 40 
make, his peace with Cæſar by the mediation 
of Dol: belia, he ſeems. to have received nd 
other antwer, than an order to return imme» 
diately into Italy. And this he accordingly did 
a tew G.ys beiore the date 0i the te —_— 


Sect. I, A N C I 
of a letter from Atticus, with his ſenti- 


would forward it to me by the earlieſt 
opportunity. Fareyel. | 


LE T-ESS LAXALY; 
To the ſame. 


[A. U. 504.] 


N addition to my other misfortunes, I 


have now to lament the illneſs both of 
Dolabella and Tullia. The whole frame 
of my mind is indeed fo utterly, diſcom- 
poſed, that 1 know not what to reſolve, 
or how to act, in any of my affairs. 1 
can only conjure you to take care of 
vourſelf and of Tullia. Farewel, 


L E TT ER LXXV. 
To the ſame. 


[A. U. 504.] | 

I ary thing oocurred worth communi- 

cating to you, my letters would be 
more frequent and much longer. Burl 
need not tell you the ſituation of my af- 
f1'r-; and as to the effect they have upon 
my mind, I leave it to Lepta and Freba- 
tius to inform you. 1 have only to add 
my intreaties, that vou would take care 
of your own and Tullia's health. Fare- 
vel. | 


LELT ER LAXYI: 
To Tittus. 
[A. U. 504] 


: | "HERE is none of your friends leſs ca- 
pavle than lam, to offer conſolation 


to you under your preſent affliction: as 


the har: 1 take in your loſs renders me 
greatly in need of the fame good office 
myſelf, tlowever, as my grief does not 
rie to the ſame extreme degree as your's, 
ach not think 1 diſcharged the duty 
h ch my connexion and friendſhip with 
v01 require, if I remained altogether 
wn atatime when yolare thus over- 
ec with forrowt I determined 
tnereture to ſuggeſt a few refleCtions to 
vo which may alleviate at leaſt, if not 
entirely remove, the anguiſh of your 
heart, 

Here is no maximofconſolation more 
common, yet at the ſame time there is 


„ 
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none which deſerves to be more frequently 
ments upon this ſubject: and I beg you 


in our thoughts, than that we ought te 
remember, We are men;“ that is, 


creatures who are born to be expoſed to 


calamities of every kind: and therefore, 
* that it becomes us to ſubmit to the con- 
* ditions by which we hold our exiltence, 
© without being too much dejected oy ac- 
*cidents which noprudence cauprevent.” 
In a word, that we ſhould learn by“ re- 
* flecting on the misfortunes Which have 
{© attended others, that there is no hing 
ce ſingular in thoſe which befal ourtelves.” 
But neither theſe, nor other arguments to 
the ſame purpoſe which are inculcated in 
the writings of the philoſuphers, ſeem to 
have ſo ſtrong a claim to ſuccels, as thole 
which may be drawn from the preſent 
unhappy fituation of public attairs, and 
that endlets ſeries of misfortunes which is 
riſing upon our country. They are ſuch 
indeed, that one cannot but account thoſe 
to be moſt fortunate, who never knew 
what it was to bea parent: and as to 
thoſe perſons who are deprived of their 
children, in theſetimes of geperalanarchy 
and mif-rule, they have much leſs reaſon 
to regret their loſs, than if it had hap- 
pened in a more flouriſning period of the 
commonwealth, or while yet the republie 
had any exiſtence. If your tears flow, in- 
deed, from this accident merely as it af- 
fects your own perſonal happineſs, it 
may be difficult perhaps entirely to re- 
ſtrain them. But if your ſorrow takes its 
rife froma more enlarged anw benevolent 
principle; if it be for the ſake of the-dzad 
thieniſelves that you lament, it may bean 
ealier taſk to aſſuage your grief. I ſhall 
not here inſiſt upon an argument, which I 
have frequently heard maintained in ſpe - 
culative converſations, as well as often 
read likewiſe in treatiſes that have been 
written upon this ſubject _** Death,” 
ſay thoſe philoſophers, ** cannot be con- 
© lidered as an evil: becauſe if auy con- 
{© fceiouſnets remains after our diffolution, 
it is rather an entrance into immortality, 
* than an extinction of life : and if none 
remains, there can be no miſery where 
© theze is no ſenſibility.” Not to inſiſt, 
I fay, upon any reaſoning of this nature 
let me remind youof an argument which 
I can urge wich much more confidence. 
He who has made his exit flom a ſcene 
where ſich dreadful contuſion prevails, 
and wiere fo many approaching caia- 
mities ate in proſpect, cannot pontbly, it 
ſhould teens, be a loſer by the exchange. 


Let 
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Let me aſk, not only where honour, vir- 
tue and probity, where true philoſophy 
and the uſeful arts, can now fly for re- 
fuge; but where even our liberties and 
- our lives can be ſecure? For my own 
part, I have never once heard of the 
death of any youth during all this laſt ſad 

ear, whom 1 have not conſidered as 

indly delivered by the immortal gods 
from the miſeries of theſe wretched times. 
If therefore you can be perſuaded to 
think that their condition is by no means 
unhappy, whoſe loſs you fo tenderly de- 


plore; it muſt undoubtedly prove a very 


conſiderable abatement of your preſent 
affliction. For it will then entirely ariſe 
from what you feel upon your own ac- 
count; andhavenorelation tothe perſons 
whoſe death you regret. Now. it would 
| 31] agree with thoſe wiſe and generous 
maxims which have ever inſpired your 
breaſt, to be too ſenſible of misfortunes 
which terminate in your own perſon, and 
affect not the happineſs of thoſe you love. 
You have, upon all occaſions both public 
andprivate, — vourſelf animated with 
the firmeſt foryitude: and it becomes you 
to act up to ie character you have thus 
juſtly acquired. Time necellarily wears 
out the deepeſt impreſſions of ſorrow: and 
the weakelt mother that ever loſt a child, 
has found ſome period to her grief, Bur 
we ſhould wiſely anticipate that effect 
which a certain reyolution of days will 
undoubtedly produce : and not wait for 
a remedy from time, which we may 
much ſooner receive from reaſon. 

If what I have ſaid can any thing avail 
in leſſening the weight of your atihiGtion, 
I ſhall have obtained my wiſh: if not, 1 
ſhall have at leait diſcharged the duties of 
that triendſhip and affection which, be- 
lieve me, | ever have preſerved, and ever 


| ſhall preſerve towards you. Farewel. 


LETTER LXXVII. 
o Terenſſa. f 


December the ziſt. [A. U. 708. 
f M* affairs are at preſent in ſuch a ſitu- 
ation, that I have no reaſon to ex- 
peQ a letter on your part, and have no- 
thing to communicate to you on mine. 
Yet I know not how it is, I can no more 
forbear flatrering myſelf that I may hear 
' from you than | can refrain from writing 
to you whenever I meet with a convey- 
ance. 8 * 


ELEGANT 


Pomp ey. 


EPISTLES. 


Book I. 


Volumnia ought to have ſhewn herſelf 
more zealous for your intereſt: and inthe 
particular inſtance you mention, ſhe might 
have acted with greater care and caution, 
This however is but a flight grievance 
among others which I far more ſeverely. 
feel and lament, They have the eff. 
upon me iudeed, which thoſe perſons un- 
doubtedly withed, who campelled me in- 
to meaſures utterly oppoſite to my own 
ſentiments. Farewel, | 


LETTER LXXVIIL 
To the ſame. 


„ [A. U. 706.] ' 

ULLIA arrived here“ on the 12th of 

this month +. It extremely atfected 

me to ſee a woman of her ſingular and 

amiable virtues reduced (and reduced too 

by my own negligence) to a lituation far 

other than is agreeable to her ravk and 
filial piety J: : 

I have ſome thoughts of ſending my 
ſon, accompanied by Salluſtius, withalet- 
ter to Cæſar g: and if I ſhould execute 
this deſign, I will let you know when he 
ſets out. Inthe mean time be careful of 


your health I conjure you. Fare wel. „ 


LETTER LXXIX. 
| To the ſame... 


June the zoth [A. U 706. 

I HAD determined, agreeably to what 

mentioned in my former, to ſend my 
ſon to meet Cæſar on his return to Italy, 
But I have ſince altered my refolution: 
as I hear no news of his arrival? For the 
reſt 1 refer you to Sicca, who will inform 
you what meaſures | think neceffary to be 
taken: though I muſt add, that nothing 
new has occurred fince'l wrote laſt, Tul- 


lia is {till with me.—Adiev, and take all 


poſſible care of your health. 


* gBrundiſium; where Cicero was ſtill wait- 
ing for Cæſar's arrival from Egypt. 

＋ June. | | 

T Dolabella was greatly embarraſſed in b. 
affairs; and it ſeems by this paſſage as ji he 
had hot allowed Tullia à main enince duil's 
his abience abroad, ſufficient to ſupport her 
rank and dignuy. | 
§ in order to ſupphicate Cæſar's pardors for 
having engaged againſt him on the hue ot 


LETTER 


PS A Es i. 0. Drs. A. Ak... 0 


Sect, I 


LETTER 'LXXX. 
To Acilius, Proconſul. 


[A. U. 706.) i 

ats Flavius, an illuſtrious Roman 
2 knight, of an honourable family, is 
one with whom I live in great intimacy : 
he has a very particular friend likewiſeof 
my ſon-in-law Piſo. Both he and his 
brother Lucius ſhew me the ſtrongeſt in- 
{tances of their regard. I ſhall receive 
it therefore as an honour done to myſelf, 
ifyou will treat Caius with all the higheſt 
marks of favour and diſtinction, thatſhall 
be conſiſtent with your character and dig- 
nity: and be aſſured you cannot in any 
article more effeCtually oblige me, than 
by complying with this requeſt. I will 
add that the rank which he bears in the 
world, the credit in which he ſtands with 


thoſe of his own order, together with his- 
polite and grateful diſpoſition, will afford 


you reaſon to be extremely well ſatisfied 
with the good offices you ſhall confer up- 
on him. When I ſay this, believe me, [ 
am not prompted by any intereſted mo- 
tives, but ſpeak the ſincere dictates of 
truth and friendſhip, Farewel. 


4 


LETTER LXXAL. 


To Terentia. 
July the gth. [A. U. 706. ] 


| WROTE to Atticus (fomewhat later in- 


deed than I ought) concerning the af- 
fair you mention, When you talk with 
im upon that head, he will inform you of 
my inclinations : and I need not be more 
explicithere, after having written ſo fully 
to him, Let me know as ſoon as poſſible 
hat ſteps ace taken in that buſineſs; and 
acquaint me at the ſame time with every 
thing elſe which concerns me. I have 
ny to add my requeſt, that you would 
de careful of your health. Farewel. 


LETTER LXXXII. 


To the fame. 


« July the toth. A. U. 706.] 
R anſwer to what you object concern- 
lug the divorce I mentioned in my 


lat e, I can only ſay, that am perfectly 


* Betwcen Tullia and Dolabella. 


AN C.1- 
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ignorant what power Dolabella may at 


this time poſſeſs, or what ferments there 


may be among the populace, However, 


if you think there is any thing to be ap- 


prehended from his reſentment, let the 
matter reſt; and perhaps the firſt pro- 
poſal may come from himſelf ꝓ. Never- 
theleſs, I leave you to act as you ſhall 
judge proper; not doubting that you will 
take ſuch meaſures in this moſt unfortu- 
nate affair, as ſhall appear to be attended 
with the feweſt unhappy conſequences. 

Fare wel. „ 


LETTER LXXXIII. 
. To the. ſame. 


Auguſt the 11th. CA. v. 706.] 


I HA VE not yet heard any news either of 


Cæſar's arrival, or of his letter, which 
Philotimus, I was informed, had in charge 
to deliver to me. But be aſſured, you 
ſhall immediately receive the firſt certain 
intelligence I ſhall be able to ſend you. 
Take care of your health. Adieu. 


LETTREYE LXXSIV. 
To the ſame. | 


Avguſt the 1ath. -[A. U. 706.] 

HAVE at laſt received a letter from 

Ceſar; and written in no unfavourable 
terms. It is now faid, that he will be in 
Italy much ſooner than was expected. 1 
have not yet reſolved whether to Wait for 
him here, or to meet him on his way: but 
as ſoon as I ſhall have determined that _ 
point I will let you know. 

I beg you would immediately ſend back 
this meſſenger: and let me eonjure you 
at the ſame time to take all poſſible care 
of your health, Farewel. 


LET FR LEEXXY: 
To the ſame. 


September the iſt. [A. U. 706 
I AM in daily expectation of my couriers, 
whoſe ceturn will, perhaps, render me 


leſs doubtful hat courſe to purſue I. As 


+ The paſſage in the original is extremely 
corrupt. The tranflation bas adopted the 


reading propoſed by Mr. Roſs: ſed i metuendus 

iratus e; quieſce : tum ab illo for taſſi naſcetur. 

Whether to wait at Brundiſium the arrival 

of Cæſar, or to ſet out in order to meet him. 
ſoon 


\| 
| 


| 


beg that every thing may be aye for 


ring 


ſoon as they ſhall arrive; I will give you 
immediate notice, Mean while, be 
careful of your health. Farewel., 


LETTER LXXXVI. 
\ To the fame. 


Venuſia *, October the iſt. [A. U. 706] 
I PURPOSE to be at my Tuſculan villa 
about the th or 8th of this month. I 


my a rm as I ſhall perhaps 
ſeveral friends with me; and I may pro- 
bably too continue there ſome time. If 
a vaſe is wanting in the bath, let it be 
ſupplied with one: and Ideſire you would 
likewiſe provide whatever elſe may be 
neceſſary for the health and entertainment 
of my gueſts. Farewel. 
| ' 


LETTER LXXXVII. 
To Trebonius +. 


A 


* 


ä [A. U. 506 ] 

I READ your letter, but particularly the 

treatiſe that attended it J, with great 
pleaſure. It was a pleaſure, nevertheleſs 
not without its alloy; as 1 could not but 
regret that you ſhould leave us at a time 
when you had thus inflamed wy heart, I 
do not ſay with a ſtronger aftection (for 
that, in truth, could admit of no increaſe), 
but with a more ardent deſire of enjoying 
your company. My ſingle conſolation 
ariſes from the hope, that weſhall endea- 
vour to alleviate-the pain of this abſence 
by a mutual exchange of long and fre- 
quent letters. Whilſt I promiſe this on 
my part, I allure myſelf of the ſame on 
yours : as indeed you have left me no 
room to doubt ho highly I ſtavd in your 
regard, Need I] mention thoſe public 
inſtances I formerly received of your 
friendſhip, when you ſhewed the world 
that you conſidered my enemies as your 
own ; when you ſtood forth my generous 
advocate in the aſſemblies of the people; 
when you acted with that ſpirit which the 


* Now called Venoſa: a town in the king- 
dom o Naples, ſituate at the fodt of the Ap- 
pennine mountains. 


=> + He was tribune in the year of Rome 698, 


at which time he diftingurthed himieit by being 
the principal promoter of thoie uncgnſtitution- 
al grants that were made by the people to 
Pompey, Cztar, and Crafius, tor the enlarge- 
ment of their power and diggities. 
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conſuls ought to have ſhewn, in maintain. 
ing the cauſe of liberty by ſupporting 
mine; and though only a quæſior yet 
refuſed to ſuhmit to the ſuperior author 

of a tribune, whilſt your colleague at the 
ſame time meanly yielded to his mea. 
ſures ? Need I mention (what I ſhall al- 
ways however moſt gratefully remember) 
the more recent inſtances of your regard 
to me, in the ſolicitude you expreſſed for 
my ſafety when I engaged in the late 
war; in the joy you ſhewed when I re. 
turned into Ttaly 5. in your friendly par- 
ticipation of all thoſe cares and diſquie- 
tudes with which I was at that time op- 
preſſed; and in a word, in your kind in- 
tent of viſiting me at Brundifum||, if you 
hadnot been ſuddenly ordered intoSpaif? 


To omit, I ſay, theſe various and ineſti- 


mable proofs of your friendſhip ; is not 
the treatiſe you have now ſent me, a moſt 
conſpicuous evidence of the ſhare I enjoy 
in your heart? It is ſo, indeed, in a dou- 
ble view: and not only as you are ſo par- 
tial as to be the conſtant, and perhaps 
ſingle admirer of my wit, but as you have 
placed it likewiſe in ſo advantageous a 
light, as to render it, whatever it may be 
in itſelf, extremely agreeable. The truth 
of it is, your manner of relating my 
pleaſantries, is not leſs humorous thanthe 
conceits you celebrate; and half the rea- 
der's mirth is exhauſted ere he arrives at 
my joke. In ſhort, if I had no other 


obligation to you for making this collec- 


tion, than your having ſuffered me to be 
ſo long preſent to your thoughts, I ſhould 
be utterly inſenſible if it were not to im- 
preſs upon me the moſt affectionate ſenti- 
ments. When I conſider, indeed, that 
nothing but the warmeſt attachmeat could 
have engaged you in ſuch a work, I can- 
not ſuppoſe any man to have a greater re- 
gard for himſelf, than you have thus diſ- 
covered for me. I with it may be in my 


power to make you as ample a return in 


every other inſtance, as I moſt certainly 
do in the affection of my heart; a return 
with which I truſt, however, you will be 
perfectly well ſatisfied. 


- But to return from your performance 


to your very agreeable letter: full as it 
was, I may yet anſwer it in a few words, 
Let me aſſure you then, in the firſt place, 
that I no more imagined the letter which 


$ Afﬀer the battle of Pharſalia. 
[| When he was waiting the arrival of Ceſar, 


1 ſent 
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vet, I, 


] ſent to Calvus * would be made publie, 
than I ſuſpect that this will; and you are 
ſenible that a letter defigned to go no 
{farther than the hand to which it is ad- 
drefſed, is written in a very different 
manner from one intended for general 
inſpection. But you think, it ſeems, that 
| have ſpoken in higher terms of his 
abilities than truth will juſtify, It was 


my real opinion, however, that he poſ- 
(fd a great genius: and notwithſtand- 


ing that he miſapplied it by a wrong 
choice of that particular ſpecies of elo- 
quence which he adopted, yet he certainly 
{covered great judgment in his execu- 
don. In a word, his compoſitions were 
marked with a vein of uncommon eru- 
dition; but they wanted a certain ſtrength 
and ſpirit of colouring to render them 
perfectly finiſhed, It was the attainment 
tierefore of this quality, that I endea- 
voured to recommend to his purſuit: and 
the ſeaſoning of vice with applauſe, 
has a wonderful efficacy in firing the ge- 
nius and animating the efforts of thoſe 
one wiſhes to perſuade. "This was the 


true motive of the praiſes I beſtowed up- 


on Calyus ; of whoſe talents I really had 
a very high opinion. e 

| have only farther to aſſure you, that 
my atfectionate wiſhes attend you in your 
journey; that I ſhall impatiently expect 
your return ; that I ſhall faithfully pre- 
lerveyou-in my remembrance z and that 
I ſhi!l ſooth the uneaſineſs of your ab- 
lence by keeping up this epiſtolary com- 
merce, Let me intreat you to reflect on 
your part, on the many and great good 
oftices I have received at your hands: and 
wich though you may forget, J never 
can, without being guilty ofa moſt unpar- 
donable ingratitude. It is impoſſible in- 
deed you ſhould reflect on the obligations 
ou have conferred upon me, without 
velieving, not only that I have ſome me- 


but that I think of you with the 


'V\heſt eſteem and affection. Farewel. 


LETTER LXXXVIII. 
To Acilius, Proconſul. 


[A. U. . | | 
[*7R0%G1LY recommend my friend and 
bott Hippias to your an offices : he 
N; a CGtizen of CalaQina, and the ſon of 


2 A very celebrated orator z who though 
_ much above thirty when he died (which 
a ſhort time before this letter was written), 


ent bebind him a large collection of orations. 


AN CIE NI. 3 51 


Philoxenus. His eſtate (as the affair has 
been repreſented to me) has been illegally 
ſeized for the uſe of the public: and if 
this ſhould bethe truth, your own equity, 
without any other recommendation, will 
ſufficiently incline you to ſee that juſtice 
13 done him. But whatever the circum- 
ſtances of this caſe way be, I requeſt it 
as an honour to myſelf, and an honour 
too of the moſt obliging kind, that you 
would in this, and in every other article 
in which he is concerned, favour him 
with your aſſiſtance: ſo far, I mean, as 
ſhall not be inconſiſtent with the honour 


and dignity of your character, Farewel. 


LETTER LXXXIX, 
| To the ſame. 
IA. VU. 506.) 
LVCIus Bruttius, a young man of 
equeſtrian rank, js in the number of 
thoſe with whom I am molt particularly 


intimate: there has been a great friend- 


ſhiplikewife between his father and my- 
ſelf ever ſince I was quæſtor in Sicily. He 
diſtinguiſhes me by peculiar marks of his 
obſervance; and is adorned with every 
valuable accompliſhment. He is at pre- 
ſent my gueſt: but I moſt earneſtly re- 
commend his family, his aftairs, and his 
agents, to your protection. You will 
confer upon me a moſt acceptable obli- 
gation, by giving him reaſon to find (as 
indeed I have ventured to allure him he 
undoubtedly will) that this letter ſhall 
have proved much to his adyantage, 
Farewel. | 


4 
LE (Ne. 
To Lucius Papirjus Pælus. 


[A. U. 706.) 

IS it true, my friend, that you look up- 

on yourſelf as having been guilty of a 
moſt ridiculous piece of folly, in attempt- 
ing to imitate the thunder, as you call it, 
of my eloquence ? With reaſon indeed 
you might have thought ſo, had you failed 
in your attempt: but fince you have ex- 
celled the model you had in view, the 
diſgrace ſurely ison my fide, not on yours. 
The verſe therefore which you apply to 
yourſelf from one of Trabea's comedies, 
may with much more juſtice be turned 
upon me: as my own eloquence falls far 
ſhort of that perfection at which 1 aim. 


H 2 But 
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But tell me, what ſort of figure do my 
letters make: are they not written, think 
you, in the true familiar? They do not 
conſtantly, however, preſerve one uni- 
form manner; as this ſpecies of compo- 
ſition bears no reſemblance to that of the 
oratorical kind: though indeed in judicial 
matters, we vary our ſtyle according to 
the nature of the cauſes in which we are 
engaged. Thoſe, for example, in which 
private intereſts of little moment are con- 
cerned, we treat with a ſuitable amplicity 
of diction ; but where the reputation or 


the life of our client is in queſtion, we 


riſe into greater pomp and diginty of 
phraſe. But whatever may be the ſubject 
of my letters, they ſtill ſpeak the lan- 
guage of converſation. Farewel, 


'L ET TER ct. 
To Acilius, Proconſul. 


LA. 

1 HAVE long had a friendſhip with the 

family of the Titurnii; the laft ſur- 
viving branch of which, is Marcus Ti- 
turnius Rufus. He has a claim there- 
fore to my beſt good offices; and it is in 
your power to render them effectual. 
Accordingly I recommend him to your. 
favour, inall the moſt unfeigned warmth 
of my heart: and you will extreme! 
vblige me by giving him ſtrong proofs 
of the regard you pay to my recommend- 
ation. Farewel. | 


'LE T TEN Ni. 
To Marcus Terentius Varro &. 


[A. U. 505.] : 

2 TTiCUS lately read a letter to me 

Y that he had received from you, by 
| which las informed where you are, and 
in what manner employed: but it men- 
tioned no circumſtance that could lead 
me to gueſs when we might expect to ſee 
you. I hope, however, that the time of 
your coming hither is approaching, and 
that your company will gftord me con- 


ſolation under our general misfortunes : 


though indeed they are fo numerous and 


Marcus Terentius Varo had been lieu- 
tenant to Pompey in the pirat c war. He pub- 
' Iiſhed many treaties in all the various branches 
of human ſcience: one or two of the leaſt 
con ſiderable of which. a thoſe not entire, 
are the whole that auy n of bis number- 
leſs comp ſi ions. 


1 
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ſo ſevere, that it is a folly to expect an 

thing will be ſufficient for that purpoſe, 
Nevertheleſs there are ſome inſtances - 
perhaps, in which we may prove of mu- 
tual aſſiſtance to each other. For ſince. 
my return to Rome, you muſt know, ] 
am reconciled to thoſe old companions 
of mine, my books. | 
eſtranged from them out of any diſguſt; 
but that I could not look upon them with. 
out ſome ſort of ſhame. It ſeemed, in- 
deed, that I had ill obſerved their pre. 
cepts, when I joined with perfidious af. 
ſociates in taking part in our public com- 
motions, They are willing, however, to 
pardon my error, and invite me to rene 
my former acquaintance with them; ap- 


pulauding at the ſame time =” ſuperior 


wiſdom, in never having forſaken their 


| ſociety +. Thus reſtored, therefore, as | 


am to their good graces, may I not hope, 
if I can unite your company with theirs, 
to ſupport myſelf under the preſſure of 
our preſent and impending calamities 
Wherever then you ſhall chooſe I ſhould 
Join you, be it at Tuſculum, at Cumæ, 
or at Rome, I ſhall moſt readily obey 
your ſummons. The place I laſt named 
would indeed be the leaſt acceptable to 
me. But it is of no great conſequence 
where we meet: for if we can but be to- 
gether, I will undertake to render the 
place of meeting equally agreeable to 
both of us. Farewel. 


LETTER XClll. 


To e , 1. 


(A. U. 207. ] 
DD MOCRIT Us of Sicyon is notonlymy 
hoſt, but (what I can ſay of few ot 


his countrymen beſide) he is likewiſe my 
very intimate friend. He is a perſon in- 


deed of the higheſt probity and merit, 
and diſtinguiſned for his moſt generous 
and polite hoſpitality towards thoſe who 


come under his roof; in which number I 


have received particular marks of his at- 
ſection and eſteem. In one word, you 


+ Varro's books were his companions, it 
ſeems, in the camp as well as ik tbe cle et, 


and he was nevet wholly ſeparated from them. 


it appears, even amidſt the moſt active en- 
gagements of public life. 

He wes at this time proconſul or g et- 
nor of Sicily, and diſtingu(ſhed himſelf by his 
care and diligence in tranſſo ting the drops 
which Czfar received from thence in ode 


carry on the war in Africa, will 
Jl 


Not that I Vas 
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Sec. I. 


| know your ſentiments and diſpoſition ſo 


well, that I am perſuaded nothing more 


is neceſſary to make youthink him wor- 


tay of being received both as your gueſt 
and friend. Let me intreat you in the 


mean time to honour him with your pa- 
ronage, and to aſſure him that for my 
fake he may depend upon all the aſſiſtance 
in your power, If after this you ſhould 
diſcover (as I truſt you will) that his vir- 
ues render him deſerving ofa nearer in- 
tercourſe; you cannot more ſenſibly 
oblige me than - by admitting him into 
your family and friendſhip, Farewel. 


LETTER: ACIY. 


o Lucius Meſcinius. 


[A. U. 707.] a 

yore letter aftorded we great plea- 

ſure,as it gave me an aſlurance (tho 
indeed I wanted. none) that you earneſtly 
with for my company. Believe me, lam 
equally deſirous of yours: and in truth, 
when there was, a much greater abun- 
dance of patriot citizens and agreeable 
companions who were in the number of 
my friends, there was no man with whom 
| rather choſe to aſſociate, and few whoſe 
company 1 liked fo well. But now that 
cath; abſence, or change of diſpoſition, 
145 fo greatly contracted this ſocial circle, 
| ſhould prefer a ſingle day with you, to 
a vhole life with, the generality of thoſe 
wh whom I am at preſent obliged to 
He 8. Solitude itſelf indeed (if ſolitude, 
au: | were at liberty to enjoy) would be 
ar more eligible than the converſation 
0! thoſe who frequent my houſe ; one or 
00! them at moſt excepted, I ſeek 
My elcttherefore(where I would adviſe 
j01 to Jook for yours) in amuſements of 
«.$tary kind, and in the conſciouſneſs 
Claving always intended well to my 
coumry. J have the ſatisfaCtion to reflect 
% dare fay you will readily believe) 


Wat | never ſacrificed the Pu 0}!C good to 


my own private views ; that if a certain 
vt (hom for, my fake, Jam ſure, 
* | 6 ta * 8 1 
The chief: of the Cæſgarean party; with 
Yam Cl * , 

' —Kero now found it convenient to cul- 
eas tirendſhip, in order to ingratiate him- 
$i in;,s 7 
APY wth Czlar. 


Ne 00 Th 


will find him a man of the firſt and moſt: 
valuable character amongſt his fellow- 
citizens, 1 had almoſt ſaid in all Achaia. 
[ only mean therefore by this letter to 
introduce him to your acquaintance : for 
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you never loved) had not looked upon 
me with a jealous eye , both himſelf and 
every friend to liberty had been happy; 
that I always endeavoured that it ſhould 
not be in the power of any man to diſiturb 
the public tranquility ; and in a word, 
that when I perceived thoſe arms which 1 
had ever dreaded, would prove an over- 
match for that patriot-coalition I had my- 
ſelf formed in the republic, I thought it 
better to accept of a ſafe peace upon any 
terms, than impotently to contend with a 
ſuperior force, But 1 hope thortly to 
talk over theſe and many other points 
with you in perſon. Nothing indeed de- 
tains me in Rome, dut to wait the event 
of the war in Africa; which, I imagine, 
muſt now be ſoon decided. And though 


it ſeems of little importance on which 


ſide the victory ſhall turn, yet I think it 
may be of ſome advantage to be near my 
friends when the news ſhall arrive, in or- 
der to conſult with them on the meaſures 
it may be adviſable for me to purſue, 
Affairs are now reduced to fuch an un- 
happy ſituation, that though there is a 
c bie, tis true, between 
the cauſe of the contending parties, I be- 
lieve there will be very little as to the 
conſequence of their ſucceſs. However, 
though my ſpirits were too much dejedt- 
ted, perhaps, whilſt our attairs remained 
in ſuſpenſe ; I find myſelf much more 
cympoled now that they are utterly deſ- 
perate, Your laſt letter has coutributed 
to confirm me in this diſpoſition ; as it is 
an inſtance of the magnanimity with 
which you ſupport your unjuſt diſgrace}. 
It is with particular ſatisfaction | obſerve, 
that you owe this' heroic calmneſs not 
only to philoſophy, but to temper. For 
I will confeſs, that 1 imagined your mind 
was ſoftened with that too delicate ſen- 
ſibility which we who paſſed our lives in 
the eaſe and freedom of Ro:ne, were apt 
in general to contract. But as we bure 
our proſperous days with moderation, it 
becomes us to bear our adverſe fortune, 
or more properly indeed our irretrievable 
ruin, with fortitude. This advantage we 
may at leaſt derive from our extreme ca- 
lamaties z that they will teach us to look 


+ Pompey ; who being jealous o the popu - 
larity which Cicero had acquired during his 


_coolulſhip, ſtruck in with the deſigns of Cæ- 


lar, and others who had formed a party 
againſt our author, . 

| | Meſcinius, it is probable, was baniſhed by 
Cz1iar, as a partilan of Pompey, to à certain 
diſtance ſtom Rome, i 


upon 
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_— death with contempt : which even 
if we were happy we ought to deſpiſe, as a 
ſtate of total inſenſibility; but which, un- 
der our preſent atflitions, ſhould be the 


object of our conſtant wiſhes. Let not 
any fears then, I conjure you by your af- 
fection for me, diſturb the peace of your 
retirement: and be well perſuaded, no- 
thing can befal a man that deſerves to 
- raiſe his dread and horror, but (what 1 
am ſure ever was, and ever will be far 


from you) the reproaches of a guilty ' 


heart, | 

I purpoſe to pay you a viſit very ſoon, 
if nothing ſhould happen to make it ne- 
ceſſa ry for me to change my reſolution : 
and it there ſhould, I will immediately let 
you know. But I hope you will not, 
whilſt you are in ſo weak a condition, be 
tempted, by your impatience of ſeeing 
- me, to remove from your preſent fitu- 
ation : at leaſt not without previouſly 
conſulting me. In the mean time, con- 
tinue to love me; and take care botif.of 
your health and your repoſe, Farewel. 


LETTER XCY.. 
To Farro. 


A. U. 70).] 


| 'Þ HOUGH 1 nothing to write, yet 


I could not ſuffer Caninius to pay 
you a viſit, without taking the opportu- 
nity of conveying a letter by his hands. 
And now I know not whitelſetoſay, but 
that I propoſe to be with you very ſoon: 
an information, however, which Lam per- 
ſuaded you will be glad to receive., But 
will it be altogether decent to appear in 
ſo gay a ſcene *, at a time when Rome 
is in ſuch a general flame? And ſhall we 
not. furniſh an occaſion of cenſure to thoſe, 
who do not know that we obſerve the 
ſame ſober philoſophicallife, in all ſeaſons, 
and in every place? after all, what 
imports it, ſince the World will talk of 
us, in ſpite of our utmoſt caution ? And 
indeed, whilſt our cenſurers are immerſed 
in every kind of flagitious debauchery, 
it is much worth our concern, truly, what 
they ſay of our innocent relaxations. In 


®Varro ſeems to have requefted Cicero to 
give him a meeting at Baiz, a place much 
frequented by the Remans on account of its 
bot baths : as the agreeableneſs of its ſituation 
on he bay of Naples, rendered it at the fame 
time the general reſort cf the pleaſurable 
world, | | 


ELEGANT EPISTLES. Bock l. 


ſtudies are attended with much greater 


OR friend Caninius paid me a viſit 


quainted me that he was inſtantly ſetting} 


* 


Juſt contempt therefore of theſe illiterate 
barbarians, it is ry reſolution to join you 
very ſpeedily. I know not how it is in- 
deed, but it mould ſeem that our favourite | 


ad vantages intheſe wretched times, than 
formerly; whether it be that they are 
now our only reſource ; or that we were 
leſs ſenſible of their ſalutary effects, when 
we were in too happy a ſtate to have oc- 
caſion to experience them.—But this is 
ſending owls to Athens, as we ſay; and 
ſuggeſting reflections which your own 
mind will far better ſupply. All that [ 
mean by them, however, is to draw a 
letter from you in return, at the ſame 
time that I give you notice to expect 
me ſoon. Farewel. 


LE T I. 
7⁰ the ſame. 
[A. U. 70).] 


ſome time ago very late in the even- 
ing, and informed me that he purpoſed 
to ſet out for your houſe the next morn- 
ing. I told him I would give him two 
or three lines deliver to you, and de- 
fired he would call for them in the morn- 
ing. Accordingly I wrote to you that 
night I: but as he did not return, I ima- 
gined he had forgotten his promiſe ; aid 
ſhould therefore have ſent that }etter by 
one of my own domeſtics, if Caninius had 
not aflured me of your intention to leave 
Tuſculum the next morning. However, 
after a ſew days had intervened, and [} 
had given over all expectations of Cani- | 
nius, he made me a ſecond viſit, and de- 


out to you. But notwithſtanding the let- 
ter I had written „then become alto- 
gether out of date, eſpecially after the 
arrival of ſuch important news 5; yet 4 
I was unwilling that any of my profound 
jucubrations ſhould be lolt, I delivered it 
into the hands of that very learned and 
affeRionate friend of yours; who I ſup- 
poſe has acquainted you with the con- 


+ A proverbial expreſſion of the ſame . 
port with that of © ſending coals to Neues“ : 
tle.” It alludes to the Athenian coin, ue 
was ſtamped (as Manutius obſerves) with ire 
figure of an owl. : a 

t Probably the preceding letter. 

§ Concerning Cæſat's defeat of Scipio a 


Africa. " 
: verſation 


tun? | 
e let- 
alto- 
r the 
yet 45 
found 
red it 


d and} 
I ſup-1 


Con- 


me im- F 
Lewes 
1 


hic 


ih ste 


rſation | 


dect. I. 


eration which paſſed between us at the 
zme time. 

1 it moſt prudent for both of us 
w avoid the view at leaſt, if we cannot 
{eaſily eſcape the remarks, of the world. 
For thoſe who are elevated with this vic- 
ory look down upon us with an air of 
riamph : and thoſe who regret it, are 
diſpleaſed that we did not ſacrifice our 
lives innhe cauſe. But you will aſk, per- 
haps 5 is in Rome that we are par- 
ticularly expoſed to theſe mortifications), 
why ! have ndt followed your example in 
wiring from the city ? But tell me, my. 
fiend, ſuperior as your judgment con- 
fſedly is, did you never find yourſelf 
mitaken? Or who is there, in times of 
{ch total darkneſs and confuſion, that 
an always be ſure of directing his ſteps 
argh? 1 havelong thought, indeed, that 
i: 0u'd be happy for me to retire where 
| might neither ſee nor hear what paſſes 
in Rome. But ray groundlels ſuſpicions 
eicouraged me from executing this 


o might accidentally meet me on my 
tar, would put ſuch conſtructions upon 
wy retreat as beſt ſuited with their own 
purpoſes, Some, I imagined, would ſuſ- 
pxet, or at leaſt pretend to ſuſpect, that 
Inas either driven from Rome by my 
tears, or withdrew in order to form ſome 
ryolution abroad; and, perhaps too, 
woah report, that I had actually pro- 
ied a ſhip for that purpoſe. Others, I 
ſeared, who knew me beſt, and might be 
ved to think moſt favourably of my 
0:5, would be apt to impute my rece 

ben ahnorrence of a certain party*. It 
ideſe apprehenſions that have hitherto, 
nary to my inclinations indeed, de- 
wiel me in Rome: but cuſtom, how- 


© retirement, till the warmth of 
al V19.1C exultation ſhall be ſomewhat 
17 J, and it ſhall certainly be known in 


* 
2 


+ tiey are. Much will depend 


: * 
0 1 ef EtAreans, 


„ Wea this letter was written there ſeems 
== $50. 08y tome genersl accounts ar- 
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ſme: as I was apprehenſive that thoſe 


anner affairs abroad are termi- 
lor terminated, I am well per- 


** 
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on the general reſult of this battle, and 
the temper in which Cæſar may return. 
And though I ſee already what is abun- 
dautly ſufficient to determine my ſenti- 
ments as to that point, yet I think it moſt, 
adyiſable to wait the event In the mean 
time I ſhould be glad you would poſtpone 


your journey to Baiæ, till the firſt tranſ- 


ports of this clamorous joy have ſubſided; 
as it will have a better appearance to 
meet vai at thoſe waters, when I may 
ſeem to go thither rather to join with you 
in lamenting the public misfortunes, than 
taparticipate in the pleaſures of the place. 
But this I ſubmit to your more enlight- 
ened judgment: only let us agree to paſs 
our lives together in thoſe ſtudies, which 
were once indeed nothing more than our 
amuſement, but muſt now, alas ! prove 


our principal ſupport. Let us be ready at 


the ſame time, whenever we ſhall be called 
upon, to contribute not only our counſels, 
but our labours in ring the ruins of 
the republic. But if none ſhall require 
our ſervices for this purpoſe, let us em- 


ploy our time and our thoughts upon 


moral and political enquiries. If we can- 
not benefit the commonwealth in the 
forum and the ſenate, let us endeavour 
at leaſt to do ſo by our ſtudies and our 
writings; and, after the example of the 
moſt learned among the ancients, contri= 
bute to the welfare of our country*by 
uſeful diſquiſitions concerning laws and 
governments | 

And now, having thus acquainted you 
with my ſentiments and purpoſes, I ſhall 
be extremely obliged to you for letting 
me know yours in return. Farewel, 


LETTER XCVII. 
To the fark. 


IX. U. 70% 3 
OU friend Caninius acquainted me 
with your requeſt, that I would write 
to you whenever there was any new\ 
which I thought it concerned you to 
know. . You are already informed, that 
we are in daily expectation of Cæſar 1; 
but I am now to tell you, that as it was 


rived of Cæſar's ſucceſs in Africa; but the 
particulars of the battle were not ye! known, 
T Czlar returned victorious from Africa, 
about the 26th of July in the preſent year: 
ſo that this letter was probably written either 
in the beginning of that month, or the latter 
end of June, Hit. de Bel. Afric. 98. f 

x . < + his 
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56 
his intention, it ſeems, to have landed at 
Alſium * his friends have written to diſ- 
ſuade him from that deſign They think 
that his coming on ſhore at that place will 
prove extremely troubleſome to himſelf 
as well as very much incommode many 
others; and have therefor: recommended 
Oſtia as a more convenient port For 
'my own part, { can ſee no difference. 
Hirtius J, however, aſſures me, tha#him- 
ſelf as well as Balous and Oppius (who, 
let me obſerye by the way, are every one 
of them greatly in your intereft), have 
written to Cæſar for this purpoſe. I 


thought proper therefore to ſend you this 


piece of intelligence for two reaſons. In 
the firſtplace, that you might know where 
to engage a lodging ; or rather that you 
might ſecure one in both theſe towns; for 
it isextremely uncertain at which of them 
Cæſar will diſembark. And jn the next 
place, in order to indulge a little piece of 
vanity, by ſhewing you that Jam ſo well 
with theſe favourites of Cœſar, as to be 
admitted into their privy council. To 


ſpeak ſeriouſly, I ſee no reaſonto decline 


their friendſhip; forſurelythere is a wide 
difference becween ſubmitting to evils we 
cannot remedy, and approving meaſures 
that we oyght to condemn : though, to 


confeſs the truth, I do not know there- 


are any that I can juſtly blame, except 


thoſe which involved us in the civil wars; 


for theſe, it muſt be owned, were altoge- 
ther voluntary. I ſaw indeed (what your 
diſtance from Rome prevented you from 
obſerving FS) that our party were eager 
for war; while Cæſar, on the contrary, 
appeared leſs inclined than afraid to have 
recourſe to arms. Thus far, therefore, 
our calamities might have been prevent- 
ed ; but ail beyond was unavoidable; for 
one fide or the other muſt neceſfarily 
prove ſuperior, Now, we both of us, I 
am ſure, always lamented thoſe infinite 
miſchiefs that would enſue, whichever 
general of the two contending armies 


The ſituation of this place is not exactly 
known: ſome geographers ſuppoſe it to be the 
fame town which is now called Severe, à ſea 
port about twenty-five miles diſtant from 
Rome, on the weſtern coaſt of Italy. | 

+ It till retains its ancient name; and is 
ftuaced at the mouth of the Tiber.“ 

3 He lived in great intimacy with Ceſar, 


and had ſerved under him in Guility of one 


| of his lieutenants in Gaul. 5 
S Varro, at the breaking. out of the civil 
war, was in Spain: where he reſided in qua- 
lity of one of Pompey's lieutenants. 
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ſhould happen to fall in battle: as we were 
well convinced that ofall the complicated 
evils which attend a civil war, victory is 
the ſupreme. I dreaded it indeed even 
on that ſide which both youtandI thought 
p-oper to join; as they threatened moſt 
cruel vengeance on thoſe who ſtood neu- 


ter, and were no leſs offended at your 


ſentiments than at my ſpeeches, But 
had they gained this laſt battle, we ſhould 
ſtill more ſeverely have experienced the 
eflects of their power; as our late condud 
had incenſed them to theghighelt degree, 
Yet what meaſures ha we taken for 
our own ſecurity, that wedid not warmly 
recommend for theirs? And how hate 
they more advantaged the republic 

having recourſe to Juba and his ele. 
phants ||, than if they had periſhed by 
their own ſwords, or ſubmitted to live 
under the preſent ſyſtem of affairs, with 
ſome hopes at leaſt, if not with the faireſt? 
But they may tell us perhaps (and in- 
deed with truth), that the government 
under which we have choſen to live, is 
altogether turbulent and unſettled. Let 
this objection, however, have weight 
with thoſe who havetreaſuredup no ſtores 
in their minds to ſupport themſelves un- 
der all the poſſible viciflitudes of human 
affairs: a reflection which brings me 
round to what I principally had in view, 
when I undeſignedly wandered into this 
long digrefſion, 
ſaid, that as I always looked upon your 


character with great admiration, ſo no- 


thing raiſes it higher in my-eſteem, than 
to obſerve that you are almoſt the only 
perſon in theſe tempeſtuous days, who 
has wiſely retreated kyto harbour, and 
are enjoying the happy fits ofthoſe im. 
portant ſtudies which are attended wii 


more publie advantage, as well as private 


ſatis faction, than all the ambitious explolts 
or voluptuous indulgences, of theſe licen 
tious victors. The contemplative hours 
you ſpend at your Tuſculan villa are, in 
my eſtimation indeed, what alone deſerre 
to be called life; and I would willing!) 
renouncethe whole wealth and {plendour 
of the world, to be at liberty to paſs my 
time in the ſame philoſophical manner 


!! Theſe elephants were drawn up in - 
frent of the right and left wing of Scipio“ 414 
my. But beine d:iven back upon th wm 
b:b nd them, they put the ranks into gfe) 
con foſion; and inſte ad of proving of 0 © 


ziate BY 


J follo' 


vantage to Scipio, contributed 1045 


de dat. Hirt. de Bel. Afric. 83. 


I was going to have] 
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[follow your example, however, as far 
wthe circumſtances in which I am placed 
vill perrait; and have recourſe, with great 
u stadion of mind, to my favourite ſtu- 
4 Since our country indeed either 
eannot or will not accept our ſervices ; 
who ſhall condemn us for returning to 
that contemplative privacy which wo 
philoſophers have thought preferable ( 
wil not ſay with reaſon, however they 
hare preferred) even to the moſt publie 
ud patriot labours ? And why ſhould we 
xt indulge ourſelves inthoſe learned in- 
quiries, which ſome of the greateſt men 
have deemed a juſt diſpenſation from all 


ny public employments; when it 15 a — 

nde ſametime which the commonwealt 

by elf is willing to allow us ?—But I am, 
going beyond the commiſſion which Ca- 


tines gaye me: and while he only de- 
fired that 1 would acquaint you with 


ef) WY thoſe articles of which you were not al- 
in. ry appriſed, I am telling you what 
gent know far better than I can inform 
„For the future, I ſhall confine my- 
La more firicily to your requeſt ; and 
ight vill not fail of communicating to you 
ores WT vi-ttver intelligence I may learn, which 


| ſhall think it imports you to know, 
Farewel, 5 a 8 


Man 

me : 

"I LETTER xcviII. 

have 2 J 

your To Papirius Petus. 

» NO» 

than g [A. U 705.) 

only youR letter afforded me a very agree- 


able inſtance of your friendſhip, in 
te concern it —— tr leſt I ſhould be 
neaſy a. the report which had been 
brought hither by Silius #, I was before 
indeed perfectly ſenſible how much you 
wed (turbed at this eireumſtance, 
Pour care in ſending me duplicates of a 
vmerl-tter upon the ſame ſubject: and 
men returned ſuch an anſwer as I 
bought would be ſuffigient to abate at 
aſt, if not entirely remove, this your ge- 
9s ſolicitude, But ſince I perceive 
[Four laſt letter, how much this affair 
Magells upon your mind; let me aſſure 
n up dear Pætus, that I have employ - 
Very artifice (for we muſt now, my 


Men . o 
% „d, be armed with cunning as well as 
2 ne} cn: . 
» eo... "Fl it ſhevld ſeem, had brought an ac- 
iny 56 Wo the army, that ſome witticiſms of 

der 2 . 
ate b * bad been reported to Ceſar, which 

den him offcace, 

follo" 
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prudance) to conciliate the good graces 
of the perſons you mention; and, if I 
miſtake not, my endeayours have not 
proved in vain, I receive indeed ſo many 
marks of reſpe& and eſteem from thoſe 
who are moſt in Cæſar's favour, that I 
cannot but flatter myſelf they have a true 
regard for me, It muſt be confeſſed at 
the ſame time, that a pretended affection 
is not eaſily diſcernible from a real one, 
unleſs in ſeaſons of diſtreſs. For adverſity 
is to friendihip, what fire is to gold; the 
only infallible teſt to diſeover the genuine 
from the counterfeit; in all other cir- 
cumſtances they both bear the ſame com- 
mon ſignatures. I have one ſtrong reaſon, 
however, to perſuade me of their ſincerity; 
as neither their fituation nor mine can 5 
any means tempt them to diſſemble wit 
me. As to that perſon + in whom all 
power is now centered, I am not ſenſible 
that I have any thing to fear from him; 
or nothing more, at leaſt, than what ariſgs 
from that general precarious ſtate in which 
all things muſt ſtand where the fence of 
laws is broken down; and from its being 
impoſſible to pronounce with aſſurance 
concerning any event, which depends 
wholly upon the will, not to ſay the ca- 
price, of another, But this I can with 
confidence affirm, that I have not in any 
lingle inſtance given him juſt occaſion to 
take offence and in the article you point 
out, I have been particularly cautious 
There was a time, 'tis true, when 
thought it well became me, by whom 
Rome itſelf was free J, to ſpeak my ſen- 
timents with freedom : but now that our 
liberties are no more, I deem it equally 
agreeable to my preſent ſituation, not to 
ſay any thing that may diſguſt either Cæ- 
far or his favourites. But were I to ſup- 
preſs every rifing raillery, that might 
pique thoſe at whom it is directed, I muſt 
renounce, you know, all my reputation as 
a wit. And in good earneſt, it is a cha- 
rater upon which I do not flet fo high a 
value, as to be unwilling to reſign it if it 
were in my power. However, I am in 
no danger of ſuffering in Czſar's opinion, 
by being repreſented as the author ofany 
ſarcaſms to which I have no claim; for 
his judgment is much too penetrating 
ever to be deceived by any impoſition of 
this nature, I remember your brother 


+ Cæſar. 
t &liuding to his ſervices in the ſuppreſſion 
of Catiline's coulpiracy, 
Seryius, 


8 
Servius, whom I look upon to have been 


one of the moſt learned critics that this 

age has produced, was ſo converſant in 
e writings of our poets, and had ac- 
uired ſuch an excellent and judicious 
car, that he could immediately diſtinguiſh 
the numbers of Plautuffrom thoſe of any 
other author. Thus Cæſar, Iam told, when 
he made his large collection of apoph- 
thegms &, conſtantly rejected any piece 
of wit that was brought to him as mine, 
if it happened to be ſpurious: a diſtinc- 
tion which he is much more able to make 
at preſent, as his particular friends paſs 
almoſt every day of their lives in my 
company. As our converſation gene- 
rally turns upon a variety of ſubjects, I 
2 ſtrike out thoughts which they 
look upon as not altogether void, per- 


haps, of ſpirit or ingenuity. Now theſe 


little ſallies of pleaſantry, together with 
the general occurrences of Rome, are 
conſtantly tranſmitted to Cæſar, in pur- 
ſuance of his own expreſs directions ; ſo 
that if any thing of this kind is mentioned 
by others, as coming from me, he always 
. difregards it. You ſee, then, that the 
lines you quote with ſo much propriety 
from the tragedy of Oenomaus +, con- 
tain a caution altogether unneceſſary. 
For tell me, my friend, what jealouſies 
can I poſſibly create ? Or who will look 
with envy upon a man in my humble 
ſituation ? But granting that I were 
in ever ſo enviable a ſtate; yet let me 
obſerve, that it is the opinjon of thoſe 
philoſophers, who. alone ſeem to have 
underſtood the true nature of virtue, that 
a good man is anſwerable for nothing 
farther than his own innocence. Now in 
this reſpect I think myſelt doubly irre- 
proachable : in the firſt place, by having 
recommended ſuch public meaſures as 
were for the intereſt of the common- 
wealth; and in the next, that finding I 
was not ſufficiently ſupported to render 
my counſels effectual, I did not deem it 
adviſable to contend for them by arms 
againſt a ſuperior ſtrength. Moſt cer- 
tainly, therefore, I cannot juſtly be accuſed 
of having failed in the duty of a good 


* This collection was made by Cæſar when 
he was very young; and probably it was 2 
performance by no means to his honour, For 
Auguſtus, into whoſe hands it came after his 
death, would not ſuffer it to be publiſhed, 
Suez. in vit. Jul. 56. 


+ Written by Accius, a tragic poet, who 
flouriſhed about the year of Rome 617. 
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Cæſar may give to ſuch reports; ad 


- ances, derived their name from Atelſa 20% 


citizen, The ouly part then that now 
remains for me, is to be cautious not to 
expoſe myſelf, by any indiſcreet word o Ii 
action, to the reſentment of theſe in 
3 a part which I hold likewiſe ts 

agreeable to the character of true 
wiſdom. As to the reſt ; what liberties 
any man may take in imputing wards ts ic; 
me which I never ſpoke ; what credit 


how far thoſe who court my friendſhip, WW; 
are really ſincere : theſe are points 
which it is by no means in my power to) 
bz anſwerable. My tranquility area 
therefore from the conſcious integrity af 
my counſels in the times that are pai, Wl: 
and from the moderation of my condud ; 
in theſe that are preſent. Accordingly, |; 
apply the ſimile you quote from Accius}, 

not only to Envy, but to Fortune ; that 
weak and inconſtant power, whom even 
wiſe and reſolute mind ſhould reſiſt with; 
as much firmneſs as a rock repels te 
waves, Grecian ſtory will abundantly: 
ſupply examples of the greateſt men 
both at Athens and Syracuſe, who hae, 
in ſome ſort preſerved their independes · . 
cy amidit the general ſervitude of tbei 
reſpective communities, May I not hope 
then to be able ſo to comport myſelf u- 
der the ſame circumſtances, as neither tot 
give offence to our rulers, on the or 
hand, nor to injure the dignity of ny 
charaQer, on the other ? 

But to turn from the ſerious to the 
Jocoſe part of my letter. —The ſtrain o 
pleaſantry you break into, immediately 
after having quoted the tragedy of Oero- 
maus, puts me in mind of the modem 
5 of introducing at the end of thoſe 
graver dramatic pieces, the buffeon hu- 
mour of our low mimes, inſtead of the 
more delicate burleſque of the old Atel- 
lan farces 8. Why elſe do you talk « 


your paltry polypus ||, and your mould 


3 poet meationed in the preceding 't 
mark. | | ; 
F Theſe Atellan farces, which in the earlie! 
periods of the Raman ſtage were aQed at the 
end of the more ſerions dramatic perform» 


in Italy, from whence they were firſt intro 
duced at Rome. They confiſted of a mere 
liberal and genteel kind of hurrour than the 
mimes : a ſpecies of comedy, which ſeems ia 
have taken its ſubje& from low life. Vi. 
Manut. in he. v4 
A ſea fiſh ſo extremely tough that it dn 
neceſſary to beat it a conſiderable time de 
fore it could be rendered fit for the table 


Bruyer, de ce cibar. xi. 14. cheeks? 
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dect. J. 

In pure -nature, 'tis true, 
— > ark op fit down with you 
o ſuch homely fare; but more refined 
company has improved me into a better 
ate, For Hirtius and Dolabella, let 
me tell you, are my preceptors in the 
ſcience of the table; as in return, they 
are my diſeiples in that of the bar. But 
| ſuppoſe you have already heard, at 
leaſt ifall the town-News is tranſmitted to 
you, that they frequently declaim at wy 
houſe &, and that I as often ſup at theirs. 
You mult not however hope to eſcape 
ny intended viſit, by pleading poverty 
in bar to the admiſſion of ſo luxurious a 
zveſt, Whilſt you were raiſing a fortune 
indeed, I bore with your parſimonious 
humour : but now that you are in eircum- 
lances to ſupport the loſs of half your 
wealth, I expe that you receive me in 
another manner than you would one of 
your compounding * debtors +. And 
though your finances may ſomewhat ſuffer 
by my viſit, remember it is better they 
ſhould be impaired by treating a friend, 
than by lending to a ſtranger. Ido not 
inliſt, however, that you ſpread your ta- 
ble with ſo unbounded a profuſion as to 
furniſh out a ſplendid treat with the re- 
mains: I am ſo wonderfully moderate, 


45 to deſire nothing more than what is 


perfectly elegant and exquiſite in its kind. 
[remember to have heard you deſcribe 
an entertainment, which was given by 
Phameas, Let yours be the exact copy, 
of his: only I ſhould be glad not to wait 
for it quite ſo long. Should you ſtill 
perſiſt, after all, to invite-me, as uſual, 
to a penurious ſupper diſhed out by the 
ſharing hand of maternal ceconomy; even 
this, perhaps, I may be able to ſupport. 
but | would fain ſee that hero bold who 
Could dare to ſet before me the vil- 


ce my for eloquence in his own houſe; at 


Vick ſeveral of the leading young men in 
Rome uled to meet, in order to exerciſe. 


bemſelves in the art-of oratory, 
F This a!Judes (as Manutius obſerves) to a 
a which Cæſar paſſed in ſavour ot thoſe who 
id contraQted debts before the commence- 
ment of the civil war. By this law, as ap- 
pears 'rom the paſſages which that commen- 
. ba ci ed, commiſſioners were appointed 
bean ccount of the eſtate and effects of 
dee ebtore, which were to be aſſigned to 
wn reipective creditors according to their 
1 be'ore the civil war broke out: and 
e ſums had been paid for intereſt, was 
de confidered as in diſcharge of the princi- 
- By bis ordinance Petus, it ſeems, had 
: i particular ſufferer, C. Bel. Civil. 
„ Set, in vit. Jul. 41. 
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* Cicero had lately inſtituted a kind of 


95 
lanous traſh you mention or even one of 
our boaſted polypuſſes, with an-hue as 
orid as vermilioned Jove J. Take my 
word for it, my friend, your prudence 
will not ſuffer you to be thus ad ven- 
turous. Fame, no doubt, will have pro- 
claimed at your villa my late converſion 
to luxury, long before my arrival: and 
you will ſhiver at the ſound of her tre: 
mendous rt. Nor muſt you flatter 
yourſelf with the hope of abating the 
edge of my appetite, by your Oy 
ſweet- wines before ſupper : a filly cu 
tom which I have nowentirely renounced; 
being much wiſer than when I uſed to 
damp my ſtomach with your antepaſts of 
olives and Leucanian ſauſages. But not 


to run on any longer in this jocoſe ſtrain z 


my only ſerious wiſh is, that I may be 
able to make you a viſit, You may com- 
poſe your countenance, therefore, and 
return to your mouldy cheeſe in full ſecu- 
rity: for my being your gueſt will oeca- 
ſion you, as uſual, no other expence than 
that of heating your baths. As for all 


the reſt, you are to look upon it as mere 


pleaſantry. . | 

The trouble you have given yourſelf 
about Selicius's villa 8 is 5 ob- 
liging; as your deſcription of it was ex- 
ceſſively droll. I believe therefore, from 
the account you give me, I ſhall re- 
nounce all thoughts of making that pur- 
chaſe : for though, the country, it ſeems, 
abounds in ſalt, the neighbourhood, I 
find, is but ip,. Farewel. 


F 
o 


LETTER XCIX. 
To Volumnius. 

| _ | 5 wo 

you have little reaſon, bslieve me, to 
regret the not being preſent at my- 
declamations; and if you ſhould really 
envy Hirtius, as you aſſure me you ſhould 
if you did not love him, it muſt be much 
more for his own eloquence, than as he 
is an auditor of mine. In truth, my dear 
Volumnius, either I am utterly voidof 
all genius, or incapable of exerciſing it 


to my ſatisfaction, now that I have loſt 
thoſe illuſtrious fellow-labourers at the 


Þ Pliny the naturaliſt mentions a ſtatue of 
Jupiter ereQed in the Capitol, which on cer- 


tain feſtival days it was cuſtomary to paint 
with vermilion, Mast. | 


Flo Naples, 
I 2 bar 


* 


3 — 


een 


- bar, that fired me with emulation when 


I] uſed to gain your judicious applauſe. 


If ever, indeed, I diſplayed the powers 


of eloquence with advantage to my repu- 

tation, let me ſend a ſigh when I reflect, 

— the fallen PhiloQetes in the play, 
at 8 5 


Theſe potent ſhafts, the heroes wonted dread, 
Now ſpend on meaner war their idle force; 
Aim'd at the weak inhabi;ants of air! 


However, if you will give me your com- 
m7 here, my ſpirits will be more en- 

vened ;. though I need not add, that 
you will find me engaged in a multitude 
of very important occupations. But if I 
can once get to the end of them (as I 
moſt earneſtly wiſh), I ſhall bid a long 
farewel both to the forum and the ſenate, 
and chiefly devote my time to you and 


ſome few others of our common friends. 


Inthis numberare Caſſius and Dolabella, 
who are united with us in the ſame 
favourite ſtudies, and to whoſe pertogm- 
ances I with great pleaſure attend. But 
we want the aſſiſtance of your refined 


judgment, and of that uncommon erudi- 


tion which ha? often ſlruck me with ave 
when] have been delivering my fenti- 
ments before you. I hade determined 
then, if I ſhould ot tain the confent, or at 
leaſt the permiſſion of Cæſat, to retire 
from that ſiage on which 1 have fre- 
guently performed a part that he himſelf 
has applauded, It is my reſolution, in- 
deed, totally to conceal myſelf in the 
ſecret ſhades of philoſophy ; where 1 


hope to enjoy, with you and ſome others 


of the ſame conten plative diſpoſition, 


the honourable fruits ofa ſtudious leiſure. 


I am ſoriy you ſhortened your laſt let- 
ter in the apprehenſion that I ſhould not 
have patience to read a longer. But 
affure yourſelf for the future, that the 
longer yours are, the more acceptable 
they will always prove to me, Fareweil. 


LETTERS. 
To Papirizs Petus. 
[A. U. 705.] 


OUR verv agreeable letter found me 
wholly diſengaged at my Tuſculan 


villa. I retired hither during the ab- 


ſence of my pupils“, whom I have ſent 


* Hirtius and Dolabella, : 


ner, being driven from my dominions in 


the inglorious manner in which Pompey, 


keeping them in play. The laſt benefit | 


EPISTLES. Bok], 


to meet their vietorious friend +, ino 
to conciliate his good graces in fi 
* biens | wha: 
s Dionyſus the tyrant, after h 
expelled from Syracuſe, opened a ſchool 
it is ſaid, at Corinth I; in the ſame wan. 


the forum, I have erected a ſort of aca. 
demy in my own houſe: and | perceire 
by your letter, that you. approve the 
icheme, 1 have many reaſons for ap- 
proving it too: and principally as it af. 
fords me what 1: highly exped!ent in the 
preſent conjanCture,anean ofelia'ifhin 
an intęreſt with thoſe g in whoſe trienc. 
ſhip 1 may find a protection. How fu 
my intentions in this reſpe& may be an. 
ſwered, 1 know not: I can only ſay, that 
I have hitherto had no reaſon to prefer 
the different meaſures which others of 
the ſame party with myſelf have pur. 
ſued ; unleſs, perhaps, it would have — 
more eligible not to have ſurvised the 
ruin of our cauſe. It would ſo, I con- 
fels, had I died either in the camp or in 
the field: but the former did not happen 
to be my fate; and as to the latter, | 
never was engaged in any action. But 


together with Scipio, Afranius, and your 
friend Lentulus, ſeverally loſt their lives, 
will ſcarcely, I ſuppoſe, be thought a 
more deſireable lot. As to Cato's death ; 
it muſt be acknowledged to have been 
truly noble: and I can ſtill follow his 
example whenever I ſhall be ſo diſpoſed. 
Let me only endeavour, as in fact | do, 
not to be compelled to it - the ſame 
neceſſity : and this is my firſt reaſon for 
engaging in my preſent ſcheme, My 
next is, that I find it, an advantage, no! 
only to my health, which began to be 
impaired by the intermiſſion of exerciſes 
of this kind, but alſo to my oratorical 
talenfs, if any I ever poſſeſſed ; which 
would have totally loſt their vigour, if | 
had not had recourſe to this method of 


+ Czfar: in his return from the Africio 
war. . 

t He was expelled from Sicilly about 349 
years before the birth of our Saviour, on 20. 
count of his opprefſive government; when te. 
tiriog to Corinth, be employed bimſelf in ex- 
erciſing the humbler tyranny of a pedagogue 
It is ſuppoſed that he engaged in this office 
the more effectually to conceal the ſchemes } 
he was ſlill meditating, of recovering his de- 
minions. Tuſtin, xxi. 5. 


, iy *-x l. | 
$ Particularly Hirtius and Own al 


Sect. I. 


ſhall mention (and the principal one, I 
dare ſay, in your eſtimation) is, that it 
has introduced me to the demoliſhing of 
a greater numberof delicious peacocks®, 


than you have had the devouring of 


Itry pigeons in all your life. The 
1 i is, whilſt you are humbly fip- 
ping the meagre broths of the ſneaking 
Aterius, l am luxuriouſly regaling myſelf 
with the fayoury ſoups ofthe magnificent 
Hirtius. If you have any ſpirit then, fly 
hither, and learn from our elegant bills of 
fare, how to refine you own : though to 
do your talents juſtice, this is a ſort of 
knowledge in which you are much ſupe- 
rior to your inſtructions. However, ſince 
you can get no purchaſers for your mort- 
gages, and are not likely to fill thoſe 
pitchers you mention with denariiq, it will 
be your wiſeſt ſcheme to return hither: 
for it is a better thing, let me tell you, to 
be lick with good eating at Rome, than 
for want of victuals at Naples I. In 
ſhort, I plainly perceive that your finances 
are in no flouriſhing fituation, and I ex- 
pect to hear the ſame account of all your 
neighbours: ſo that famine, my friend, 
moſt formidable famine muſt be your 
fate, if you do not provide againſt it in 
due time. And ſince you have been re- 
duced to ſell your horſe, een mount 
your- mule (the only animal, it ſeems, 
belonging to you which you have not yet 
ſacrificed to your table), and convey 
yourſelf immediately to Rome. To en- 


courage you to do ſo, you ſhall be ho- 


toured with a chair and cuſhion next to 
mine; and ſit the ſecond great peda- 
bogue in my celebrated ſchuol. Fare- 
wel. 


* 


LETTER CI. 
To the ſame. 


. IA. U. 509.) 
YouR fatirical humour, I find, has not 
yet forſaken you: and I perfectly 
Wl underſtand your raillery, when you 
barely tell me, that Balbus contented 
fimſe|f with your humble fare. You in- 
unuate, I ſuppoſe, that ſince theſe our 


This bird was eſteemed by. the Romans 
ddeſt tte moſt refined delicacies of the table. 
| The denarius was a ſilver coin, equiva- 
ent t9 about eight · pence of our money. 

+ btus had a houſe in Naples; where he ap- 


fan io have becn when this letter was written. 
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61 
ſovere gu 8 rulers are thus wonderfully 


temperate; much more does it become 


a diſcarded conſular i to practiſe the ſame 
abſtemiouſneſs. But do you know, my 
friend, that 1 have artfully daun from 
Balbus himſelf, the whole hiſtory of the 
reception you gave him? He Game di- 
rectly to my houſe the moment he arrived 
in Rome; a eircumſtance, by the way, 
ſomewhat extraordinary. Not that I am 
ſurpriſed at his wanting the politeneſs to 
call firſt at yours; but my wonder is, 
that he ſhould not go directly to his own, 
However, after the two or three firſt 
ſalutations had paſſed, I immediately en- 
quired what account he had to give of 
my friend Pætus? Never, he pro- 
© teited, was he better entertained in his 
„ whole life.” Now if you merited this 
compliment by your wit; I defire you to 
remember, that I ſhall bring as elegant a 
taſte with me as Balbus himſelf: but if he 
alluded to the honours of your table; let 
it never be ſaid, that the family of the 
ſtammerers were more ſplendidlyregaled 
by Pætus, than the ſons of elocution, 

Buſineſs has prevented me from time 
to time, in my deſign of paying you a 
viſit : but if can diſpatch my affairs fo 
as to be able to come into your part of 
the world, I ſhall take care that you ſhall 
have no reaſon to complain of my not 
having given you timely notice. Fare- 
wel, ES 


LETTER Cll. 
To the ſame. 


[A. U. 707.) | ; 
A RE you not a pleaſant mortal to queſ- 


tion me concerning the fate of thoſe 


be fore been paying you aſviſit? It is 
from him indeed, that I derive my whole 
fund of intelligence : and you may be 


eſtates you mention, when ali had juſt 


allured, that where he is ignorant, I have 


no chance of being better informed. E 
might with much more propriety deſire 
you would tell me what is likely. to be 
the fate of my own poſſeſſions ** you 
have ſo lately had a perſon I under your 
roof, from whom, either in or out of his 


$ Balhus vgs a fort of prime miniſter and 
chief and confident of Ceſar. 

|| The confutars were thoſe who had paſſed 
through the office of conſul. 

q Balbus, 


cups, 


— 


— 
4 
62 


cups, you might certainly have diſcovered 
chat ſecret; But this, my dear Pætus, is 
an article that makes no part of my in- 
quiry, For, in the firſt place, I have 
reaſon to be well ſatisfied ; having now 
almoſt theſe four years been indulged 
with my life: if life or indulgence it may 
be called, to be the ſad ſurvivor of our 
country's ruin. In the next place, I bo- 
lie ve it is a queſtion I may eafily anſwer 
myſelf: for I know it will be juſt as it 
ſhall ſeem meet to the men in power ; 
and the men in power, my friend, will 
ever be thoſe whoſe ſwords are the moſt 


8 I muſt reſt contented there- 


re with whatever grace it thall be their 
pleaſure to ſhew me: for he who could 
nottamely ſubmit to ſuch wretched terms, 
ought to have taken refuge in the arms 
of death. Notwithſtanding, therefore, 


than the eſtates about Veii and Capena®t- 


are actually dividing out (and theſe, you 
know, are not far diſtant from Tuſcu- 
lum), yet it gives me no ſort of diſ- 
uietude. I enjoy my property whilſt 
may, and pleaſe myſelf with the hope 
that I ſhall never be deprived. of that 
privilege. But ſhould it bappen other- 
wiſe; ſtill, however, ſince it was m 
whole maxim (hero and philoſopher as [ 
was I) that life is the faireſt of all poſ- 
ſeſſi ns, I cannot undoubtedly, but love 
the man J by whoſe bounty I have ob- 
tained the continuance of that enjoyment, 
It is certain at the ſame time, that how 
much ſoever he may be diſpoſed perhaps 
to reſtore the republic (as we ought all of 


us moſt certainly.to wiſh), yet he has 


entangled himſelf in ſuch a variety of 
different connections, that he is utterly 
embarraſſed in what manner to act. But 
that is going farther intotheſe points than 
is neceſſary, conſidering the perſon to 
whom I am writing. Nevertheleſs I will 
add, that our chiefhimſelf is as abſolutely 
ignorant what meaſures will finally be re- 
ſolved upon, as I am who have no ſhare in 
his councils. For Cæſar is no leſs under 
the control of circumſtances, than we are 
under the control of Cæſar: and it is as 
much impoſſible for him to foreſee what 
theſe may require, as it is for us to pene- 
trate into what he may intend, 


* Veii and Capena were cities in that part 
of Italy called Etruria, which is now coinpre- 
hended under the name of Tuſcany. 

+ Where Cicero had a villa. 

1 Caeſar. 


ELEGANT EPISTLES. Bock I. 


You muſt not impute it to negle& 
fault, you are ſenfible, of which 1 — 
ſeldom guilty in the artiele of writing) 
that I have not ſaid thus much to you 
before. The fingle reaſon for my not 
ſooner anſwering your enquiry was, that 
as I could only ſpeak from conjeQure, I 
was unwilling, withouta juſt foundation, 
either to encreaſe your fears or to en- 
courage your hopes. But this I can 
with truth afſure you, that I have not 
heard the leaſt hint of the danger you 
apprehend. - A man of your philoſophy, 
however, - ought to hope for the beſt, to 
be prepared for the worſt, and to bear 
with equanimity whatever may happen, 
Farewel, 


LETTER Cl 
To the ſame, 


. IA. U. 207. 1 | 
YouR letter gave me a double plea- 


_ * ſure: for it not only diverted me ex- 


tremely, but it was a proof likewiſe that 
you are ſo well recovered as to be able 
to indulge your uſual gaiety. I was well 
contented at the ſame #meto find myſelf 
the ſubject of your raillery; and, in 
truth, the repeated provocations I had 
given you, were ſufhcient to call forth 
all the ſeverity of your ſatire. My only 


Tegret is, that I am prevented from tak- 


ing my intended journey into your part 
of the world; where I propoſed to have 
made myſelf, I do not ſay your gueſt, 
but one of your family. You would 
have found me nudes changed from 
the man 1 formerly was, when you uſed 
to cram me with your cloying antepaſtsg. 
For I now more prudently fit down to 
table with an appetite altogether unim- 
-paired, and moſt heroically make my 
way through every diſh that comes be- 
fore me, Head the egg || that leads the | 
van, to the roaſt veal that brings up tlie | 


{I Theſe antepaſts ſeem to have been a kind 
of collation preparatory to the principal enter» | 


tainment. They generally conſiſted, it is 


probable, of ſuch diſhes as were provocatives } 
to appetite : but prudent cxconomiſts, as may 
be collected from the turn of Cicero's raillery, | 
ſometimes contrived them in ſuch a manner 3 
as to damp rather than improve the ſtomach | 
of their gueſts. . 1 ; 
The firſt diſh at every Roman table w 
conſtantly eggs; which maintained thei: pot 
of hacour even at the molt magaikcent enter - 

tainmente. | | 
| rear. 


is now no more. 


dect. I. 
ear e. The temperate and unexpenſive 


{ whom you were wont to applaud, 
Fan Shave biden 6 fatal 
farewel to all the cares of the patriot; 
and have joined the profeſſed enemies of 
my former priuciples : in ſhort, I am be- 
come an e Epicurean. Vou are 
by no means however to conſider me as a 
friend to that injudicious profuſion, which 
is now the prevailing taſte of our modern 
intertainments: on the contrary, it is that 
more elegant luxury I admire which you 
formerlyuſed todiſplay whenyourfinances 
were more flouriſhing, though your farms 
were not more numerous than at pre- 
ſent, Be prepared therefore for my re- 
ception accordingly: and remember you 
are to entertain a man who has not only 


a moſt enormous appetite, but who has - 


ſome little knowledge, let me tell you, 
in the ſcience of elegant eating. You 
kiow there is a peculiar air of ſelf- 
ſufficiency, that generally diſtinguiſhes 
thoſe who er ter late into the ſtudy of any 
art, You will not wonder, therefore, 
when I take upon me to inform you, that 
you muſt baniſh your cakes and your 
ſweetmeats, as articles that are now ut - 
terly diſcarded from all faſhionable bills 
of fare. I am become indeed ſuch a pro- 
ficient in this ſcience, that I frequently 
venture to invite to. my table thoſe re- 
fined friends of yours, the delicate Ver- 
nus and Camillus. Nay I am bolder 
ſtill, and have preſumed to give a ſup- 


per eren to Hirtius himſelf; though, 1 


muſt own, I could not advance fo far as 
to honour him with a peacock+ To tell 
you the truth, my honeſt cook had not. 
kill enough to imitate any other part of 
dis ſplendid entertainments, except only 
dis ſmoking ſoups. 
But to give you a general ſketch of my 
manner of life; I ſpend the firſt part of 
ide morning in receiving the compliments 
ef ſeveral both of our dejected patriots 
and our gay victors: the latter of whom 
treat me With great marks of civility 
and eſteem, As ſoon as that ceremony 
k over, I retire to my library; where I 
employ myſelf either with my books or 
* pen. And here I am ſometimes ſur- 
rounded by an audience, who look upon 
me 35 a man of moſt profound erudition, 
no other reaſon, perhaps, than becauſe 


2 lt appears by a paſſage which Manutivs 
dies rom Teriullian, that the Romans uſual! 


— their feaſts with broiled or toaſted 


ANCIE N T. 


I am not altogether ſo ignorant as them- 
ſelves. The reſt of my time I wholly 
devote to indulgences of a leſs intellec- 
tual kind. I have ſufficiently indeed paid 
the tribute of ſorrow to my unhappy 
country; the miſeries whereof I have 
longer and more bitterly lamented, than. 
ever tender mother bewailed the leſs of 
her only ſon. 

Let me deſire you, as you would ſe- 
cure your magazine of proviſions from 


falling into my hands, to take care f 


yu health; for I have moſt unmerci- 


nn 
8 ; 
- * 
* 


ully reſolved that no pretence of indiſ- 
poſition ſhall preſerve your larder from 


my depredations. Farewel. 


LETTER CIV. 
To the ſame. 


| 1. 9074} : 
I ARRIVED yeſterday at Cumæ , aud 

perhaps I may pay you a viſit to-mor- 
row ; but I ſhall take care to give you a 
ſhort notice before-hand. I am detery 
mined indeed not only to ſee you, but to 
ſup with you too. For though I had the 
mortification to be informed by Marcus 
Ceparius, whom I met on the road, that 
you were laid up with the gout; yet I 
ſuppoſe your cook is not diſabled as well 
as his maſter, You may expect there- 
fore very ſpeedily to receive a gueſt, who 
as he is remarkable for having a won- 
drous puny ſtomach, is equally famous 
likewiſe for being an irreconcilable ene- 


my to all ſumptuous entertainments. 
Farewel. \ 


LETTER CV. 
To Marcus Marius. 


L U. 797-] 

1 ARRIVED at Cumæ on the 24th, ac- 
companied by our friend Libo; and 
prope to be at my Pompeian villa very 
ortly : but Iwill give you previous 
notice when I ſhall have fixed the day. I 
wiſh you the enjoyment of your health at 
all times; but particularly whilſt I am 
your neighbour, If you have an aſſigna- 
tion therefore with your old companion 
the gout, pray contrive to put it off to 


+ Where he had'a counir;'-bouſe. 
ſome 


\ 


L i 
9 
» 


as N * 
Si* 
.: * 


ſome other opportunity. In good ear- 


neſt, let me deſire you to take care of 


your health; and expect to ſee me in 
two or three days. Fare wel. 


LETTER CVI. 
7 Servius Sulpicius. 


| IA. U. 503]. 
1 AM continually receiving accounts 
from various hands, that you are in a 
more than common degree affected by 
the general calamities of our country. 
This is by no means a 1aatter of ſurpriſe 
to me, as it in ſome meaſure correſponds 
with what paſſes in my own boſom. Ne- 
vertheleſs, I cannot but regret that a 
man of your ſuperior underſtanding 
ſhould not rather enjoy his own good for- 
tune, than vainly Jifquier himſelf with 
the miſery of others. As for myſelf, 
| there is none who has more bitterly la- 
mented the general deſolation of the com- 
monwealth : yet there are many reflec- 
tions from which I now derive great re- 
lief ; particularly froma conſciouſnefs of 
the integrity of my former counſels. I 
long foreſa w, as from ſome advantageous 
eminence, the ſtorm that was gathering 
around us: nd l foreſaw it, not only b 
the force of myo wn diſcernment, but . 
clearer by the aſſiſtance of your prophe- 
tic admonitiens, For though t was ab- 
ſent during the greater part of your con- 
ſulate &, yet I was not unappriſed how 
often you foretold this fatal war, and 


what meaſures you recommended for itz 


prevention. In the commenceqent in- 
deed of your conſular adminiſtration, I 
-was myſelf preſent in the ſenate, when 
you prudently Endeavoured to awaken 
our fears, by enumerating thoſe civil 
wars that had happened within our own 
memories Þ. And if the authors of theſe, 
| you told the houſe, unſupported by a 
ſingle example of the ſame kind to give 

a colour to their conduct, had exerciſed 


Sulpicius was conſul in the year 702 : and 
it was about the latter end of April, or the 
beginning of May in the ſame year, that Cicero 
lett Rome in order to proceed (co his govern- 
ment in Cilicia, Ad At. v. 2. 

+ About two-and- twenty years beſore the 
date of this letter, the difſeations between 
Marius and Sylla broke out into an open civil 
| war; which terminated in the perpetual die- 

tatorſhip of the latter. 


ELEGANT EPISTLES, Bodl, 


ruin we deplore ! However, Cæſar him- 


lighten and compoſe your uneaſineſs, The 


ſuch dreadful cruelties ; whoever in fu. 
ture times ſhould ſucceſsfully turn his 
arms againſt the republic, would moſt 
aſſuredly provexa much more intole. 
rable tyrant. For they that act by 
precedent, you obſerved, generally 
think they act by right: and iu caſe 
of this nature ſeldom fail of improving 
upon their model. You ſhould re., 
member, therefore, that thoſe who re. 
fuſed to follow your judicious advice, 
owe their deſtruction entirely to their 
own imprudence. But you will aſk, per. 
haps, ©* what relief can this conſidera. 
tion afford to your mind, amidſt the 
*« univerſal wreck of the republic ?” 1 
muſt be acknowledged, indeed, that our 
misfortunes will ſcarce admit of conſola- 
tion: ſo total and ſo irrecoverable is the 


JJ ͥu&duA᷑.i!! . J 


ſelf, as well as every citizen of Rome be- 
ſides, looks upon you as ſhining forth, 
amid{ this genera! extinction of the great 
lights of the republic, in all the luſtre 
and dignity of wiſdom and virtue. I heſe 
conſiderations therefore ought greatly to 
alleviate the generous diſquietude of your 
heart. Tis true, you are abſent from 
our friends and family: but this ou 
ave the leſs reaſon to regret, as you are 
removed at the ſame time from mu 
very diſagreeable eircumſtances I would 
particularly point them out to you, but 
that I am unwilling you ſhould have the 
pain of hearing what you are ſo happy as 
not to ſee: an advantage which renders 
your ſituation, I think, ſo much the more 
eligible than ours. | 
I have thus far laid before you, in the 
warmeſt friendſhip of my heart, thoſe 
reaſons which may juſtly contribute to 


reſt are to bd found within yourſelf: and 
they are'conſolations which arora. 
daily experience, to be of the beſt a 

molt efficacious kind. I well remember 
that you paſſionately. cultivated the whole 
circle of ſciences from your earlieſt youth, 
and carefully M up in your mind 


{ Boch Marius and Sylla perpetrated, is 
their turns, the moſt horrid outrages 4840 
the partiſans of each other; but particuls'!y 
Sylla ; whoſe ſanguinary proſcriptions dur ag 
his uſurpation afford the moſt dreadful in- 
ſtances, perhaps, of bum an c:uelty, that are te 
be met with in the whole apoals of deipetic 
power. Vid. Sallaſt. Fel. Catil. 51. 


whatever 


e 


* 
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ver the wiſeſt philoſophers have de- 
— — beſt and happieſt 
regulation of human life. Now theſe are 
contemplations both uſeful and enter- 
nining even in ſeaſons of the greateſt 
calm and proſperity : but in the preſent 
calamitous ſituation of public affairs, 
there is nothing elſe that can ſooth and 
compoſe our minds. I would not be ſo 
arrogant as to take upon myſelfto exhort 
a man of your ſenſe and knowledge, to 
have recourſe to thoſe ſtudies to which I 
know you have your whole life been de- 
wed. I will only ſay with reſpect 
to myſelf (and 1 hope I ſhall be juſtified 
by your approbation), that I conſecrated 
all my time and attention to philoſophy, 
when I perceived there was no farther 
employment either in the forum or the 
ſenate for my favourite art *. Scarce 
more room is there for the exerciſe of 
that excellent ſcienceg in which you, my 
friend, are ſo eminently diſtinguiſhed. 
| am perſuaded, therefore, that I have no 
occaſion to admeniſh you to apply your 
thoughts to the ſame philoſophical con- 
templations; which if they were attended 
with no other advantage, would have 
this at leaſt to recommend them, that 
they divert the mind from dwelling on 
its anxieties. 

Your ſon applies himſelf to all the po- 
lite arts in general, with great ſucceſs : 
but he particularly excels in thoſe philo- 
lophical ſtudies from whence I juit now 


profetſed to derive the principal confola- 


tion of my life. I know not any man, ex- 
cept yourſelf, for whom I have conceived 
a ltronger atfection: and indeed he very 
amply returns the warmth of my friend- 
ſip. But he evidently ſhews at the ſame 
time, that in dillinguifhing'me with the 


marks of this reſpe& and eſteem, he ima- 


ines that he is acting in the moſt agree- 


wel. 


ULCER ern. 
To Callas. 


| [A. U. 9507.] 
M much ſurpriſed at your reproachesʒ 
a8] am ſure they are altogether with- 
n foundation, But were they ever ſo 
a, they would come with a very ill 


* Oratory. 


7 


able manner to your inclinations. Fare- 


E N TF. 5 
g:a:e from you, who ought to have re- 
membered thoſe marks of diſtinction you 
received from me during my conſulate. 
It ſeems however (for ſo you are pleaſed 
to inform me), that Cæſar will certainly 
reſtore you. I know you are never 
ſparing of your boaſts : but 1 know too, 
that they have the ill luck never to be 
credited. It is in the ſame ſpirit you re- 
mind me, that you offered yourſelf as a 
candidate for the tri bunitial office, merely 
in order to ſerve me 1. Now to ſhew 
you how much I am in your intereſt, I 
wiſh you were a tribune ſtill; as in that 
caſe you could not be at a loſs for an in- 
terceſſor T. You go on to reproach me, 
with not daring to ſpeak my ſentiments, 
In proof however of the contrary, I 
need only refer you to the reply I made, 
when you had the front to fol) eit my 
athſtance. ZH 

Thus (to let you ſee how abſolutel 

2 you are, where you moſt af. 
fect to appear formidable), I thought 
proper to anſwer you in your own ſtyle, 

f you had made your remonſtrances in 
the ſpirit of good manners, I ſhould with 
pleaſure, as I could with eaſe, have vin- 
dicated myſelf from your charge: and 
in truth, it is not your conduct, but your 
language, that I have reaſon to reſent. 
I am aſtoniſhed indeed that you, of all 
men living, ſhould accuſe me of want of 
freedom, who are ſenſible it is by my 
means that there is any freedom left in 
the republic ||. I ſay you of all men liv- 
ing : becauſe, if the informations you 
gave me concerning Catiline's conſpira- _ 
cy, were falſe; where are the ſervices of 
which you remind me? If they were 
true, you yourſelf ate the beſt judge how 
great thoſe obligations are which I have 
conferred upon every Roman in general. 
Farewel. | | 


+ Probably during Cicero's exile. 

} Cicero's witticiſm in this paſſage, turns 
vron the double ſenſe of the word interceſſer : 
which, beſides its general meaning, has rela- 
tion likewiſe to a particular privilege annexed 
to the tribunitial office, For every tribune 
had the liberty of interpoſing his negative vp- 
on the proceedings of t-e ſenate : which at 
was called inter . a d the perſon who ev- 
ecuted i was ſichig be the wWerceſſor of the 
pa: ticular law, or otfier matter in delieration. 

|| All»diog to his having tuppretied Cau- 
he confpiracy. ß. 
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LETTER CVII. 


To Trebianus.. 


[A. U. 507.] | 

AM no leſs ſenſible of the ſhare 

you allow me in your friendſhip, than 
I am conſcious of that affection which J 
have ever entertamed for you in return. 
Agreeably to theſe ſentiments, I always 
lamentad that it was your choice, or ra- 
ther I ſhould ſay your fate, to perſevere 
in our.civil wars: and I now feel the 
ſame concern at the unjuſt delay you 
meet with in being reſtored to your eſtate 
and honours, as you have always ſhewn 
in my misfortunes. . I have frequently 
and fully opened my heart upon this ſub- 
Je, not only to Poſtumulenus, to Seſ- 
tius, and to our common friend Atticus, 
but lately alſo to your freedman Theuda: 
to each of whom I have given repeated 
aſſurances, that it is my earneſt deſire to 


ſerve both you and your children to the 


_ utmoſt of my ability. I beg therefore, 
when you write to the latter, that you 
would allure them they may moſt readily 
command me upon every occaſion Mhere- 
in my purſe, my pains, or my ſincere 
advice (for theſe at leaſt are ſtill in my 


power), can be of any advantage to their 


affairs. If I enjoyed that influence and 
authority in the commonwealth, to which 
the public ſervices | have performed moſt 
quiily entitle me; you, who deſerve every 
honour that can be conferred, as well 
as are confteſTedly the firſt of that illuſtri- 
ous order to which you belong * ſhould 


retain the ſame diſtinguiſhed rank in the 


republic you once poſſeſſed.” But ſince 
we both of us fell at the ſame time and 
in the ſame cauſe +, 1 can only promiſe 
you what yet remains in my power : the 
ſmall aſſiſtance I mentioned above, toge- 
ther with that little degree of credit 


which I {tl perhaps have in ſome ſort P 


preferved from the general wreck of my 
former dignities. [I have reaſon indeed 
from many inſtances .to believe, that 
Cxſar is not averſe to me: and almoſt all 
his principal favourites, who happen to 
be perſons to whom I have formerly ren- 
dered very conſiderable ſervices, diſtin- 
guiſh me with peculiar marks of their 
eſteem and conſideration. if therefore I 
ſhould find a favourable opportunity of 
applying to Ceſar in your behalf (whach 


* The equeſtrian, + That of Pompey. 
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to acknowledge (whatever you 4 


I am more and more inclined to 
from what I can diſcover by the conver 


ſation of theſe my friends), I ſhall not 


fail very lirenuouſly to ſolicit him in per. 
fon for your reſtoration ; as it is upon 
the obtaining of this point that the reco. 
very of your eſtate muſt depend. It is 
unneceſſary toeuter into particulars upon 
this article: let me only aſſure you in one 
word, that I am wholly and moſt affec- 


tionately devoted to your ſervice, But ax 


it much imports me that all your family 
ſhould be appriſed of this truth, 1 hope 


'your letters will acquaint them, that 


Trebianus may command whatever is in 
the power of Cicero to perform, I par. 
ticularly mention this, as I am defiroy 


they ſhould be perſuaded, that there i; 


nothing ſo difficult which I ſhould na 


with pleaſure undertake, in order to ren- 


der you any ſervice. Farewel. 


LETTER CIX. 
To Papirius Petus, 


l. U 7 | 

RECEIVED a letter from you ſome 

time ſinee by your eourier Phileros, a 
alſo another three days ago by the hands 
of Zethus: both which I will now an- 
ſwer. It was with much ſatisfaction | 
found by the Former, that you were er- 
tremely ſertiÞle of the concern ler- 
preſſed for your health, Believe me, 
however, a leſter could but faintly repre- 
ſent the uneafineſs I ſuffered upon that 
account. For though 1 cannot but ac- 
knowledge that there are _ from 
whom I receive great marks of eſteem 
and affection; yet there is not one in 
that number whom J prefer to yourſelf. 
It is a very great, perhaps I might ſay a 
rincipal inducement for my holding you 
in this rank, that you have long diſtin- 
guiſhed me with an unvaried friendſhip; 
yetthis is a circumſtance which _ ſhare 
in common with many others. But your 
amiable diſpoſition, and thoſe agreead/e 
qualities ofevery kind which you poſſeſs, 
are claims to my heart in which you are 
without a rival. To theſe I muſt add, 
I will not call it the Attic, but (what 5 
far more ſpirited) the true old Rows" 
wit, which ſo elegantly enlivens your 


converſation. I will not ſcruple oy! 
mas 


ll 
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bink of me from the confeſſion) that I 
am wonderfully delighted with humour; 
eſpecially with that fort which is of our 
oan domeſtic growth. I eſteem this lat- 
er kind ſo much the more, as it is now 
become extremely uncommon : for by the 
admiſſion ſome years ſince ofthe Latians® 


into Rome, and lately even of the Gauls 


themſelves, our native humour has been 
tinted with the infuſion of foreign cant, 
and is almoſt entirely extinct. For this 
reaſon, whenever I converſe with you, I 
imagine myſelftranſported back into for- 
mer times, and to be talking with the 
Granii, the Lucilii, or in truth even with 
the Craſſi and the L#lii of old F. There 
is not a ſingle perſon indeed, except 
rourſelf, in whom I can diſcover the 


eali vein of that original ſpirit which ſo 


agreeably diſtinguiſhed the pleaſantry of 
our forefathers. But fince to theſe un- 
common charms of wit, you add. the at- 
rations likewiſe of ſo fingulata friend - 
ſip towards myſelf; can you) wonder 
that | was greatly alarmed at your late 
ſery dangerous indiſpolition ? 

As to your other letter, in which you ac- 
quit rourſelfofall intention todiſſuade me 
from myNeapolitan purchaſe}, and the aſ- 
ſurance you give me that you only meant 
to adyiſe my continuance in Rome; | un- 
derſicod you in no other ſenſe. But I 
luppoſe (and your letter now before me 
coutirms the ſuppoſition) that you did 
not agree with me in thinking 1 might be 

* The inhabitants of Latium: a part of 


Lay which is now called the Campagna di 
Am. They obtained the honour and ad- 


atage of being made free of Rome, towards 


the cloie of the Italic war, A. U. 664. 
Ide ſeveral perſons here mentioned were 


celebrated wits, who flouriſhed about the time: 


nat Cicero was born, that is, in the conſulate 
C. Atilius Serranus and Q Servilius Cæpio, 
*.C 647. Craſſus was the moſt diſtinguiſhed 
retor of his times : and ſignalized his elo- 
\uence when he was only twenty-one years 
ige, at the trial of C. Carbo, who was con- 
ned in the diſturbances which were raiſed 
* ine Gracchi, Lucilius was a Roman 
i and great uncle to Pompey. He con- 
derb) impAved upon that kind of latirical 
ery, which received its utmoſt perteCtion 
ue toilowing century from the hands of 
"ice. dome fragmentsof his writings ſtill 
in, Cranius was a perſon of low rank ; 
os only a przco, or fort of cryer in the 
"vt: of juſtice. Cicero, however, has im- 
Lonaliſec his memory by che frequent enco- 
3 * ne paſſes upon the ſingular el-gance 
ry Piealantiy of his wit and humour. Cic. 
wer. ate 188, 155, Cc. Dar. Pref. ſur 
4 Sat. 4 fler ace, v. 10. 
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juſtified, I will not ſay in wholly renoun- 


eing, but in ſeldom taking a part iu public 


aftairs. With this view 1 imagine it was, 
that you reminded me of thole times in 
which Catulus acted ſo diſtinguiſhed a 
part ||. But tell me, my friend, what 
reſemblance is there between thoſe days 
and the preſent ? L was at that period far 
from being inclined to abſent myſelf from 
the care of the republic: as I then fate 
at the helm of the commonwealth, and 
ſhared in che direction of its moſtimpoitant 
motions. But now I can ſcarce claim the 
privilege to officiate even in the lowelt 
functions of the ſtate. Were I to reſide 
therefure altogether at Naples, would 
there be a ſingle decree of the ſenate the 
leſs by my abſence? On the contrary, 
though I live in Rome, and appear pu... 
licly in the forum, they ace ſettled by our 
triendJ in hisown houſe, entirely witho-.t 
my participation, If I happen, how- 
ever, to occur to. his memory, he ſome- 


times does me the honour to prefix my 


name. Accordingly I am often intormed 
from Syria and Armenia, that a decree 
of the ſenate is publiſted in thoſe pro- 
vinces, and publiſhed too as made on my 
motion, of which I kad never heard the 
teatt mention before. You will ſuſpect, 
perhaps, that l am not ſerlous: but be 
aſſured I ſpeak the literal truth. I have 
at this inſtant letters in my polleſſion 
from the remoteſt potentates of the globe, 


returning me thanks foc having procured 


them an acknowledgment of their regal 
title from the ſenate$|; when I was fo far 


from knowing they were honoured with 


that appellation, that I was utterly igno- 
rant there were any fuch perſonsexiſting. 
Nevertheleſs, as long as this /uper inten- 
dant of our manners ** ſhall continue in 


Q. L. Catulus was conſul in the year 675, 
and died about the year 693: during which 
period he had many opportunities of exe: ting 
his patriotiſm, by riſing up »gaiaſt the gradual 
encroachments of Pompey aud Cælat upon the 
public liberty. 

Czlar. > - 

lt was the ambition of foreign princes to 
obtain an acknowledgmen: of their regal title 
from the ſenate, and to be declared riends 
and allies of the republic : an honour which 
in the more A umes of the Roman go- 
verament was tut Yarely granted, and only in 
conſideration of ſome ſignal ſervices. But in 


that genera] corruptioa which preceded the 
ruin of the commonwealth, this honour be- 
came venal, 

This title had been lately decreed to 
Caeſar, by which he was inveiied with all the 
ceniorial oface, without the nam 

K 2 | © Rome» 
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Rome, I will comply with your advice: 
but the moment he leaves us *, I ſhall 
certainly ſet out to join you over a plate 
of muthrooms +, If 1 can procure a 


houſe at Naples, it is my purpoſe, you 


muſt know, to live ſo abſtemiouſly that 
what our late ſumptuary law fallows for 
one _ expence, ſhall ſuffice me for 
ten. But if I cannot meet with one to 
my ſatisfaRion, I intendto be your gueſt; 
and J am ſure it is not in my power to 
oblige-you more. 
Though 1 mentioned in wy laſt, that 
. ] almoſt deſpaired of Sylla's houſe; yer 
I have not abſolutely given up all 
thoughts of that purchaſe. 
therefore to your offer, I beg you would 
take ſome workmen with you in order to 
ſurvey it : for if the walls and roofare in 
a good repair, I ſhall perfectly well ap- 
prove of all the reft. Farewel, 
o 


1. 2 CY: 
To Marcus Brutus 8. 


ä [A. U. 705. | 
I AM perſuaded that your quæſtor Mar- 

cus Varro, who is ſetting out to attend 
you, needs no recommendation to your 
favour: for | doubt not, that in con- 
formity to the maxims of our forefa- 
tiers, you look upon his office as giving 
him a ſufficient title to your regard. And 
I need nor tell you, that it was the poli- 
cy of ancient times to conſider the rela- 
tion between a proconſul and his quæſtor, 
as next to that of a father and ſon, How- 
ever, as Varro imagines that a letter from 
me will have great weight, and has preſl- 
ed me to write to you in the ſtrongeſt 
terms; I willingly perform an office 
which he believes will prove fo much to 


* Czſar was at that time preparing to ſet 
out vpon his expedition againſt the two ſons 
of Pon pey, whe h:d aſſembled a very confi- 
derable army in Spain. . 

T This diſh was in great eſtcem among the 
Romans. 

T This law was enatted by Cæſar foon af- 
tei his retuin trom the African war, It regu» 
lated the experces of the Romans, not only 
with regard to their tables, but alſo their diets, 
equipage, furniture, and buildings. But Cæ- 
ſar ſeems to have found it a much eaſier taſk 
to corrupt, than to ret: for though he was 
very defirous of enjorcing this lalutary law, yet 
it appears io have been extremely ill obſerved. 
Sve. in Jul. 43. Ad At. xiii. 7. 

$ Marcus Brutus wis nephew to Cato: 
Whole virtues he bad the jult ambition to copy. 


Agreeably 


his advantage. That you may be ſenſi. 
ble I ought not to refuſe this requeſt, | 
muſt inform you, that he cultivated my 
friendſhip from his firſt appearance inthe 
forum; and in his more mature years two 
circumſtances concurred, whichextreme. 
ly encreaſed the affection I had con- 
ceived for him; the one, that he diſtin. 
guithed himfelf, as you well know, with 
great genius and application in that per- 
ſuaſive art, in which I ſtill take parti. 
cular pleaſure; the other, that he early 
became a member of the ſociety for 
farming the public revenues. I with in. 
deed, that he had never embarked in 
their concerns; as he has been a conſi- 
derable ſufferer by his engagements ofthis 
fort. However, his union with a com- 
pany for whoſe intereſts I have ſo great 
a regard, was one means of more ſtrong- 


ly cementing our friendſhip. After has. 


ing acted with the higheſt integrity and 
applauſe both as an adyocate — a judge, 


he turned his ambition (long indeed be. 


fore this revolution in the commònwealth 
had taken place) upon obtaining ſome 
employment in the magiſtracy : and he 
eſteemed the honours of this kind which 
his country ſhould confer upon him, as 
the nobleſt reward of all his former ſer- 
vices, During my late reſidence at 
Brundifium||, he obligingly charged him- 
ſelf with carrying a letter and a meſſage 
from me to Czſar; and he gave me a 
very ſtrong proof of his affection, in the 
zeal and fidelity with which he under- 
took and executed this generous com- 
miſſion, 85 | 

I purpoſed, after having thus aſſigned 
the reaſons which induce me to give Var- 
ro my friendſhip, to have particularly 
pointed out the virtues of his heart : but 


1 think I muſthave ſufficiently rendered 
you ſenſible of theſe, by declaring upon 


what motives he has ſo ſtrongly engaged 
my affection. Nevertheleſs, I will here 
in a more diſtinct and explicit manner 
aſſure you, that you will receive much 
ſatisfaction and advantage from the com- 
pany and aſſiſtance of my friend. You 
will find him, indeed, to be a man of fin- 
gular modeſty and good ſenſe, as well a 
of indefurigable application to buſine{: 
at the ſame time that he is an entire 


ſtranger to immoderate deſires of eve, 


Cicero upon his return into Italy ſe" 
battle of Pharſalia, reſided at Brundifum ti 
Cæſar's arrival. . 114 
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kind. I know not whether I ought to 
omiſe thus far in his behalf; as his cha- 
"ater, after all, mult be referred to your 
den experience. But in formin new 
connections of every ſort, it is of much 
importance in what manner the firſt ap- 
proaches are made, and by whoſe hands 
the avenues of friendſhip (if I may ſo 
expreſs myſelf) are laid open. It is this 
office that l have here undertaken : and 
mouth the employment in which Varro 
lands related to you, may well render 
my ſervices unneceſlary ; yet they cer- 
ainly cannot render them prejudicial. If 
then I poſſeſs that ſhare in your eſteem 
which Varro imagines, and which I my- 
ſelf am perſuaded I enjoy; let me ſoon 
have the ſatis faction of hearing that my 
friend has received all the advantages 
from this letter, that are agreeable to his 
oa hopes, and to my firm expectations. 
Farewel, | 


LETTER cxi. 
To the ſame. 


ö A. U. 507. 

LUCIUS GE is by far 
the moſt conſiderable perſon in the 
city of Lucca: but not more diſtinguiſhed 
nowever by his birth and rank, than by 
the ſolidity of his underſtanding, and the 
friendlineſs of his diſpoſition. In one 
ord, he is in every reſpect a moſt wor- 
iy man, I might add too (if it were of 
ay importance to his character) that he 
i not only conſpicuous for his eminent 
virtues, but for his atfluent fortunes, 1 
converſe with him upon terms of the moſt 
ureſerved intimacy : and indeed there is 
10 man ot ſenatorial rank whom he treats 
"ith greater marks of eſteem. I there- 
dre recommend him to you, not only as 
ny friend, but as worthy of being yours, 
And I am very ſure, that whatever ſer- 
_ ſhall render him, will afford a 
alsfaction to yourſelf, as well as confer 

obligation upon me. Farewel. 


LET TER. nn. 
To J. Papirius Petus, 
A. U. 705.] : EH 


| WRITE this letter upon my tab- 
lets, in the midſt of an entertain- 
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ment * at the houſe of Valumnius. We 
lay down about the ninth hour +: and L 
am placed with your friends Atticus on 
my right hand, and Verrius on my left. 
You will wonder to find that I can paſs 
my time thus jovially in the midit of ſer- 
vitude. Yet tell me, my friend, you 
who are the diſciple of a philoſopher, 
what elſe ſhould I do? And to what pur- 
poſe ſhould I torment myſelf with endleſs 
diſquietudes ? ©* Spend your days then,” 
you will probably reply,“ in literary occu- 
pations.” But can you imagine Ihave auy 
other? or that without them my very be- 
ing would not be utterly inſupportable ? 
However, though employments of this 
kind cannot ſatiate; there is a certain 
time, nevertheleſs, when it is proper to 
lay them aſide, Now at ſuch intervals, 
though a party at ſupper is not altoge- 
ther a point of ſo much importance to 
me, as it was to you, when you made it 
the ſingle ſubje& of your arch query to 
the philoſopher I; yet I know not in 
what manner | can more agreeably dif- 
ſe of myſelf till the hour of ſleep. But 
was going to name the reſt of our com- 
pany; and to tell you, that Cytheris is 
reclined at the left hand of Eutrapelus. 
You will be aſtoniſhed, I ſuppoſe, to find 
your grave and philoſophical friend. in 


* ſuch ſociety; and will be apt to cry out 


with the poet, 


And is tht; he, the man, fo late renown'd; 

Whom virtue honour'd, and whom glory 
crown'd?. 

This,the fam'd chief, of every tongue the praiſe; 

Ot Greece che wonder, and of crowds the gaze? 


The truth of the matter is, I had not the 
leaſt ſuſpicion that this fair lady was to be 
of our party. However, I have the ex- 
ample of the Socratic Ariſtippus, to keep 
me in countenance; who when he was 
reproached with having a commerce of 


The time of meals ſeems a very extraor- 
dinary ſeaſon forthe purpoſe of writing letters. 
However, it was cuſtomary with the Romang 
to employ themſelves in this manner between 
the ſeveral courſes : and they utually carried 
tablets about them for that uſe. Phutarch 
informs us, that Cæſar generally ſigned his 
diſpatches at table. Plat. in vit. be 

+ The Romans reclined themſelves upon 
couches at their meals. Their ninth heur an- 
ſwers to our three o'clock in the afternoon, 
and was the uſual time when they made their 
latt and principal meal. 

7 The ſtory to which Cicero here alludes, 
is more explicitly mentioned in 4 labſequenc 
part of this leiter. 


gallantry 


70 


gallantry with the Corinthian courteſan, 


115 true, replied the philoſopher (with- 


out being in the leaſt diſconcerted), I 
poſſeſs Lais; but Lais poſſeſſes not me. The 


expreſſion is much ſtronger in the origi- 


nal *: and I leave you, if you think pro- 
per, to render it in its full import. In the 
mean time let me aſſure you, that I never 
had any paſſion of this fort, even when I 
was a young fellow; and much leſs now 
that I am an old one. But my great de- 
light is in theſe feſtive meetings; where 
I throw out juſt what comes uppermoſt, 
and laugh away the ſighs and forrows of 
my heart. Nor. were you yourſelf in a 
more ſerious mood, my friend, when 
even a venerable philoſopher could not 
_ eſcape your raillery: to whom, when he 
was inquiring if the company had any 
queſtions to propoſe to him, you replied 
with great gravity, ** that it had been a 
*« queſtion with you the whole morning, 
** where you ſhould find E to ſup ?” 
The formal pedant expected, perhaps, 
that you were going to alk him, whether 
there was one heaven only, or heavens 
- innumerable: whereas it was at that 
time, it ſeems, much more your concern 
to be reſolved in the humorous problem 
you propoſed, WE, 
Thus you ſee in what manner I paſs my 
time. I devote part of every day to 
reading or writing : after which, that I 
may not intirely ſeclude myſelf from the 
ſociety of my friends, I generally ſup in 
their parties. But upon theſe occaſions 
I am to far from tranſgreſſing our ſump- 
tuary law (if any law, alas! can now 
be ſaid to ſubſiſt), that I do not even in- 
dulge myſelf to the full extent it allows. 
You need not be alarmed thereforeat my 
intended viſit: you will receive a gueſt 
who jokes much more abundantly than 
he eats, Farewel. k 
* 


* 


LETTERS CAHILL 
To Ampius Þ. | 


. [A. U. 70) ] ; : 
REMEYE me my dear Ampius, it is 


with the utmoſt reaſon that I congra- 


* x Aal da 93 EY pet, was the anſwer of 
Atiſtippus: where the verb sx, as Manutius 
obſerves, conveys « more chicene ſenſe than 
the word hates, into which Cicero tranl- 
lates it. 


+ Titus Ampius had gradually riſen through. 


the ſevera] employmen.s o. the late, till he 


" EF? 


Preliminaries are adjuſted and confirmed 


| temporizing kind: on the contrary, every 
one of theſe, whom ] inceſſantly ſolicitsd 
in your behalf, are my old friends. In 


- himſelf extremely zealous for your in- 


' ſelf during his tiibunate by promoting the in- 


ELEGANT EPISTLES. Bock! 


tulate wu on the ſucceſs of your affairs 
I am by no means indeed ſo imprudent 
as to flatter you with falſe hopes: for an 
unexpected difappointment would pro. 
bably ſo depreſs your ſpirits, that no. 
thing would ever be capable of raiſing 
them again, 

I have ſolicited your cauſe with mor 
freedom than was altogether ſuitable, 
perhaps to a man in my circumſtances; 
as the invariable friendſhip which 1 haye 
ever borne towards you, and which you 
have always moſt faithfully cultivated, 
taught me to ſurmount the difficultiesthat 
fortune, by impairing my credit, had 
thrown in my way. Accordingly the pro- 
miſe of your pardon is obtained: and al 


that relate to your reſtoration, I ſpeak 
this upon my own certain knowledge; 
having been a witneſs to the whole tran{- 
action, It happens indeed very luckily, 
that I am connected with all Cæſar's fa- 
vourites : inſomuch that, next to Czar, 
there is no one who ſtands ſo high in their 
friendſhip as myſelf. Panſa, Hirtius, 
and Oppius, Balbus, Matius, and Poſtu- 
mius, have each of them diſtinguiſhed 
me with particular marks of theirelteem, 
If I had endeavoured to eſtabliſh this in- 
tereſt, merely with a view of ſerving you 
in the preſent conjuncture, I ſhould by 
no means think 1 had reaſon to be 
aſhamed. But I did not cultivate their 
good graces upon any motive of this 


this number we are principally obligedto 
Panſa; who as he has the greateſt credit 
and influence with Cæſar, ſo he ſhewed 


tereſt, and very deſirous likewiſe of ob- 
liging me. I muſt mention Tullius Cim- 
ber J alſo, as one with whoſe good offices 


arrived at the prætorſnip: from which poſt he 
was elected in the year 696, to the govern- 
ment of Cilicia. As be had diftinguiſhed him- 


tereſt and honours of Pompey ; ſo he appear? 
to have been a warm partiſan of his caule ia 
the civil wars: in conſequence of which be 
was at this time in exile. Pigb. Annal. lil. 376. 
1 This perſon, though greatly in fav ou 
with Cælar, was afterwalds one of the pris 
cipai cootpirators againſt him. It was be be 
gave the ſignal to the reſt of his aſſociates 
when they aſſaſſinated Cæſar in the V 4 
and Ciniber heid him by the gown whit * 
nus gave him the ttt ſtab. Sul. in Jai, 2%. 

upon 


ect. I. 


upon this occaſion I have great reaſon to 
de ſatisfied. He employed them more 
ſucceſsfully upon your account, than he 
poſſibly could in favour ofany other man; 
fr it is not intereſted ſolicitations ſo 


much, as thoſe which proceed entirely 


fom friendſhip and gratitude, that pre- 
q tail with Cæſar. Your warrant, how- 

ever, is not yet actually ſigned. For 
: there are certain malevolent ſpirits (who 
iﬀe& to talk as if they were not ſecretly 
pleaſed that this civil war broke out, and 
who repreſent you as the principal fo- 
menter of it) that would be exceedingly 
ofended if they knew you had obtained 
your pardon. It was thought adviſable, 
therefore, to manage this affair with 
gleat caution and ſecrecy ; nor by any 
means at preſent to ſuffer our ſucceſs to 


d be publicly known. It ſoon however 
i vill: and I doubt not that eyery thing 
* ide ripe for that purpoſe, before this 
if letter ſhall reach Four hands. For Pan- 
v, H, whoſe word may be depended upon, 
1 has promiſed me in the ſtrongeſt terms, 
ir, WW that be will in a very few days procure 
on your warrant, In the mean time, I 
4, a thought proper to ſendFou this previous 
the account of the proſperous ſtate of your 
ed fairs, For I find by talking with your 
"x wife Eupalia, and by the tender tears of 
_ rour daughter Ampia, that you are more 
0 c ſpirited than your letters intimate: and 
* they are apprehenſive that your uneaſi- 
: neſs will be increaſed by their abſence. 
* In order, therefore, to compoſe this anxi- 
we ty of your mind, I thought it incum- 
o bent on me thus to anticipate a piece of 


In good news, which moſt afſuredly will be 
ered, You are ſenſible that in my 


dto | 

— brmer letters I have rather mpiayey 
* " arguments of conſolation as wer 

* proper to affect a man of your philoſo- 


pucal magnanimity, than encouraged 
d j0u to entertain any other certain hopes 
Im- Mn th 2 — 

nan. thoſe of being reſtored with the re- 


bees public, when theſe flames ſhould ſubſide. 
And here let me remind you of your let- 
ſt he sto me, in which you have always 
w=_ licoreredthe moſt heroic determination 
an g meet with firmneſs and fortitude what - 
wind it might be your fate to ſuffer, I 
0 in "3 979 n0 means ſurpriſed to find that 
h he ere animareg with theſe manly ſen- 
376 ments, when | reflected that you had 
vour Len chnverſant in the affairs of the world 
ping In our earlieſt youth; that you had 
[NI 


| "Od ſome of the molt important em- 
fate | 
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ployments of the commonwealth at a time 
when our lives and liberties were in the 
utmoſt danger *; and that you entered 
into the preſent war, not merely with 
the pleating proſpect of victory, but with 
a mind prepared to bear the reverſe with 
a wiſe and philoſophical reſignation. In 
fine, as you are employed in recording 
the deeds of illuſtrious heroes; it parti- 
cularly concerns you to copy out in your 
own conduct that magnanimity which 
ou are celebrating in others.—But this 
is talking in a ſtyle more ſuitable to your 
late circumſtances than to your preſent. 
Let me only then exhort you to come 
prepared to endurethoſecalamities which 
you muſt ſuffer here in common with 
every citizen of Rome: calamities, for 
which if I had diſcovered any remedy, L 
ſhould moſt certainly impart it to you. 
The only refuge from them is in thoſe 
ae pe ſtudies, in which we have 
th of us ever been converſant : and 
theſe, though in more proſperous days 
they were only our amuſement, muſt now 
_ likewiſe our ſtrongeſt 2 
ut to end as I began; let me deſire you 
to be well perſuaded, that all things are 
completely ſettled concerning your full 
pardon and reſtoration. Farewel. 


LETTER: CXIV. 
To Titus Furfanius Þ, Proconſul. 


1 8 105 U. 707. ] 

1* is impoſſible to be more intimately 

united with any man, than I have ever 
been with Aulus Cæcina. I lived in 
great familiarity with his illuſtrious fa- 
ther: and the early preſages | obſerved 
in the ſon, of the moſt exalted probity 
and eloquence, won my affections to him 
from his youth, We were attached to 
each other, not only by the mutual ex- 
change of many friendly offices, but by 
the ſame common taſtes and ſtudies : in- 
ſomuch that there is no man for whom I 


* Amp'ius was tribune in the conſulate of 
Cicero, when the conſpiracy of Catiline was 
diſcovered : and was prztor in the year 6956, 
when Clodiu-, who at the ſame time was tri- 
bune, raiſed fo much diſtuſbance by his ſedi- 
tious laws; particularly by that which occafion+ 
ed Cicero's baniſhment. Prgh. Annal. ii. 36 3. 

+ He was appointed by Cæſat proconlul of 
Sicily for the following year; in which poit he 
is ſaid. to have conducted himielf with great 
clemency and moderation. Quartier. . 


ever 
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ever entertained a more tender regard. 
After this | need only add, that I am un- 
der the ſtrongeſt obligations, as you ſee, 
to protect both his perſon and his for- 
tunes, to the utmoſt of my power. As I 
know, by many inſtances, the ſentiments 
you entertain both of the calamities of 
the republic and of thoſe whe ſuffer for 
its ſake ; I am ſure your own inclinations 
will lead you to aſſiſt Cæcina. I will 
only intreat you, therefore, to ſuffer my 
recommendation to increaſe that favour- 
able diſpoſition, in proportion to the 
eſteem which I am ſenſible you bear me. 
And be well perſuaded, that you cannot 
| zo me a more ſenſible proof of your 
iendihip. Farewel, 


LETTER CXV. 


To Servius Sulpicius. 


8 5 ILA. U. 51 
Your very polite and obliging letter 
to Atticus afforded him great ſatiſ- 
faction; but not more than | received 
from it myſelf, It was indeed equally 
agreeable to us both. But although we 
neither of us doubted that you would 
readily comply with any 0 he 
ſnould make; yet your having voluntarily 
and unexpectedly offered him your ſer- 
vices, was a circumſtance, I muſt acknow- 
ledge, that raiſed Atticus's admiration 
leſs than mine. As you have given him 
the moſt ample aſſurances, therefore, of 
ws good offices, it is unneceflary that I 
ould defire you to add any thing to 
them from your regard to me. It would 
be no leſs impertinent likewiſe to ſend 
you my acknowledgments upon this oc- 
cation; as your otter was entirely the 
ſpontaneous reſult of your particular 
Liendthip to Atticus. This, however, I 
will ſay, that as ſuch an uncommon proof 
of your eſteem for a man whom I ſingu- 
larly love and value, could not but be 
highly agreeable to me; ſo it is an ob- 
ligation t muſt neceſſarily place to my 
own account. And, indeed, as I may 
take the. liberty from the intimacy be- 
tween us, to tranſgreſs the ſtrict rules of 
. propriety, I ſhall venture to do the two 
things which I juſt now declared were 
both improper and unneceſſary. Ac- 
cordingly, let me requeſt, in the firſt 


place, that you would add as much as 


poſſi ble to thoſe ſervices for my ſake, 
with which you haveſhewn yourſelf will- 


expreſly excluded from being decurii||: 


ing to favour Atticus for his own; 
in the next place, deſire your acceptance 
of my acknowledgments for thoſe which 
you have already ſo generouſly promiſed 
him. And be aſſured, whatever good 
offices you ſhall render to Atticus, in re. 
gard to his affairs in Epirus &, or upon 
any other occaſion, will be ſo many obli- 
gations conferred upon myſelf. Farewel. 


LETTER CXVI, 
To Lepta t. 


IA. U. 08. 

HE moment I received your letter 
from the hands of Seleucus, I dif. 
patched a note to Balbus, to inquire the 
purport of the law you mention 1. His 
anſwer was, that ſuch perſons as at pre- 
ſent exerciſe the office of præco F, ale 


but this prohibition extended not to thoſe 
who had formerly been engaged in that 
employment. Let nd dur friends then 
be diſcouraged. It wonld indeed hare 
been intolerable, that a parcel of paltry 
fortune-tellers ſhould be thought worthy 
of being admigged into the ſenate of 
Rome J, at the ſame time that having 
formerly acted as a præco, ſhould diſqua- 
lify a man for being member of the 
council of a country corporation, 

We have no news from Spain : all that 
we know with certainty is, that young 


* Fpirus was contiguous fo Greece, and 
annexed to the government of that province, 
It is now called Janna, and is under the do- 
minion of the Turks. A conſiderable pan ef 
Atyjcus's eſtate lay in this country. Nr in 
Vit. At. 14. | : 

+ Cicero mentions a perſon of this name in 
a former letter, who appears to have been his 
Præfectus Fabrum, or what might be called, 
perhaps, in modern language, the commander 
of his train of artillery, when he was governor! 
of Cilicia. It is probable, theretore, as Manv- 
tius conjectures, that he is the ſame perſon io 
whom this letter is addreſſed, : 

f Manutius very juſtly obſerves, that this 
could not be à law which Cæſar had ac 
paſſed, but one which be intended, perhap!, is 
enact when he ſhould return from Spain ; for 
if it had been actually promulgated, Cicero 
could have had no occaſion to appiy to Baibui 
for his intelligence, EY Ss 

The office of præco ſeems to have been 
much in the nature of cryer in our co 9 
juſtice ; but not altogether ſo low n ef e | 

A decurio was, in a corporate cit.. 
ſame as a ſenator of Rome: tha! i», a membe! 
of the public council of the commun'ty- 1 in 

C This is a ſneer upon Ceſar, h ha 5 ; 
treduced perſons of the loweſt tank and cba 
raQer iato the Roman lenate- | 

Pomp*/ 


ect. 1. 


has drawn together a very con- 
| 3 army. This we learn from a 
letter of Paciæcus ® to Ceſar ; a copy 
whereof Ceſar himſelf has tranſmitted to 
us: in which it is affirmed that Pompey 
i: at the head of ele ven legions . Meſ- 
lla in a letter he lately wrote to Quintus 
$alaffus, informs him that his brother 
publius Curtius has been executed by the 
command of Pompey, in the preſence of 
his whole army. This man had entered, 
it ſeems, into a conſpiracy with ſome 
Spaniards, by which it was agreed, in 
ciſe Pompey ſhould march into a certain 
iillage for proviſion, to ſeize upon his 
derſon and deliver him into the hands of 
(far, | 
ln relation to the ſecurity in which you 
land engaged for Pompey ; you may de- 
dend upon it as ſoon as Galba, who is 
wintly bound with you, returns hither, I 
fall not fail to conſult with him about 
meaſures for ſettling that affair. He 
emed, I remember, to imagine that it 


— might be adjuſted: and you know he is 
hy 1man who ſpares no pains where his 
of money is concerned. 
ng It gives me much pleaſure to find that 
2 jou ſo highly approve of my Orator 1. 
the Whatever {kill I have in the art, I have 
liſplayed it all in that treatiſe: and if the 
hat cemmendations you beſtow upon it are 
ing nat tov partial, I cannot but ſet ſome va- 
lue upon my judgment. To ſpeak truth, 
and lam willing to reſt all my reputation of 
"a ts kind, upon the merit of that per- 
K. brmance. I hope my little favourite, 
** jour ſon, already diſcovers ſome reliſh 
for writings of this ſort: and although he 
e if ls yet tod young to enter far into theſe 
0 his tudies, yet it will be no diſadvantage to 
led, tim to begin thus early to form his taſte 
nder y compoſitions of this nature, 
ernor | have been detained at Rome bn ac- 
— wut of my daughter Tullia's lying-in, 
this * He was a native of Spain, and a perſon of 
1 bent gate in that province. Cæſar entruſted 
pe, t0 ech a very conſiderable command in the 
\ i for erped-tion againſt the ſons of Pompey. Hirt. 


"\cero 6 gell. Hijp. 3. 


3a bos The number of horſe and foot in « Roman 

©2101 varied in different periods of the repub- 
> been la its loweſt computation it appears to 
arts of tare amounted to 3000 foot and 200 horſe; 
de. nd in its highelt to have riſen to 6000 of the 
y, the wer, and 409 of the latter» Roſin, A119. 
embet 17. 664. : 

Tas elegant and judicious piece is inſcribed 

10 in- in brutus, and Was written in anſwer to a 
4 char Wcſtion he had often propoſed to Cicero, con- 

Tas the gobleſt and molt perfect ipecies of 
mpe! Wutiice, | 
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But though ſhe is now, I hope, out of all 
danger, yet I ſtill wait here in expeCta- 
tion of my firſt payment from the agents 
of Dolabella $: and to tell you the 
truth, I am not fo fond of changing the 
ſcene as formerly. The amuſement I 
found in my country-houſes, together with 
the {weets of retirement, were wont here- 
tofor2 to dra y me frequently outot Rome. 
But the fituation of my pceſent houſe is 
altogether as pleaſant as that of any of 
my villas. I am inleed as much retired 
here as if | lived in the moſt unfrequent- 
ed deſert; aud carry on my ſtudies with- 
out the leaſt interrupt on. 1 believe, 
therefore, that I have a (better chance of 
a viſit from you n Romy, than you have 
of ſeeing me in the country. 

I would recommend /tlefiod to the 
agreeable little Lepta, as an author 
which he ought to retain by heart: and 
particularly let him always have in his 
mouth thole noble lines, 


High on a rugged rock, &c. 
Fare wel. : 


0 


LET Cx. 


To Caius Caſjius, 


[A. U. 909%.) 

[ SHO JU LD not ſend you ſo ſhort a letter, 
if your courier had not called for it 
juſt as he was ſetting out. But I have 
{till another reaſon ; for I have nothing 
to write to youu in the way of pleuſantry; 
and ſerious affairs are topics in which 
It is not altogether ſafe to engage. You 
will therefore wonder perhaps thar [ 
ſhould be in any humour to be jocoſe : 
and indeed it is no very eaſy matter, 
However, it is the only expedient left to 
divert our uneaſy thoughts. But where 
then, will you probably aſk, is our philo- 
ſophy ? Why yours, my friend, is in the 
kitchen |], I ſuppoſe ; and as to mine, it 
is much too troubleſome a gueſt to gain 
admittance. The fact is, I am heactily 
aſhamed of being a flave: and therefore, 
th-t I may not hear theſeyere reproaches 
of Plato, | endeayour to turn my atten- 

tion another way. 


F This ſeems to intimate that there had 
been a Civorcg, between Dolabella and Tullia; 
as it was uſual, in caſes of that kind, for 
the huſband to return the portion he had re- 
ceived from his wite, at thr-e annual payments. 

| This isa raillery upon the tenets of Caſſius, 
who held the CoQrines of the Epicurean ſect. 

L | | We 
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We have hitherto received no certain 
intelligence from Spain,—lI rejoice upon 
your account that you are abſent from 
this unpleaſing ſcene ; though I greatly 
regret it upon my own. But your courier 

reſſes me to diſpatch : ſo that I can only 
bid you adieu, and intreat the conti- 
nuance of that friendſhip you have ever 
ſhewn me from the earlieſt youth. 


LETTER CXVII. 


To Dolabella &. 5 


„„ 25 
WOULD not venture to omit writing 
to you by your friend-Salvius; though 

J have nothing more to ſay than what you 
perfectly well know already, that I infi- 
nitely love you . I have much more 


-reaſon indeed to expecta letter from you, 


than you can have to receive one from 
me; as I imagine there is nothing going 
forwards in Rome, which you will think 
of importance enough to raiſe your cu- 


rioſity; unleſs perhaps, that I am to fit in 
judgment between two learned gramma- 


rians; our friend Nicias, and his auta- 
goniſt Vidius. The latter, you muſt 


know, has produced a certain manuſcript, 


relating to an account between them: to 


which Nicias, like a ſecond AriſtarchusY, 


very peremptorily inſiſts that ſome of the 
lines are altogether ſpurious, Now I, like 
a venerable ancient critic, am to deter- 
mine whether theſe ſuſpected inter olati- 
ons are genuine, or not. But you will 
queſtion, perhaps, whether I have ſuffi- 
ciently forgotten the delicious muſhrooms 
and thoſe noble prawns with which I have 


been ſo of en regaled by Nicias and his 


gentle ſpouſe, to be qualified for an im- 


partial judge in this important cauſe, Let 


me aſk you in return, whether you ma- 


gine I have fo entirely thrown off all my 


ormer ſeverity, as to retain nothing of 


my old ſolemnity of brow, even when I 


am ſitting in grave tribunal-? You may 
be ſure, however, that my honeſt hoſt 


ſhall be no great ſufferer, Though, let 


* He was at this time with Ceſar in Spain, 

+Whatcver d ſagreement there was between 
Dolabella and Tullia, it did not, in appear- 
ance at leaſt, occaſion any coolneſs between 
him and his father-in-law ; a circumſtence 
which, conſi'ering the tenderneſs of Cicero 
for his daughter, can only be accounted for by 
Dolabeila's great credit with Cæſar. 

4 A celebrated Greek crilie, 


. ub up. 
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me tell you, if I ſhould paſs ſentence of 
baniſhment upon him, [ſhall by no means 
allow you to reverſe it, leſt Burſa ſhould 
be ſupplied with a pedagogueè to teach 
him his letters $.—B3ut 1 am running on 
in this ludicrous ſtyle, without reflectiug 
that you, whoare in the midiſt of a cam- 
paign, may, perhaps, be too ſeriouſly eu- 
gaged to reliſh theſe humorous ſallies. 
When I ſhall be certain, therefore, that 
you are in a diſpoſition to laugh, you 
ſhall hear farther from me, I ö cannot 


however forbear adding, that the people 
- were extremely ſolicitous concerning the 


fate of Sulla ||, till the news of his death 
was confirmed: but now that they are 
aſſured of the fact, they are no longer 
inquiſitive how it happened; well con- 
tented with their intelligence that he i 
undoubtedly defuntt. As for myſelf, [ 
bear this deplorable accident like a philo- 
ſopher : my only concern is, leſt it ſhould 
damp the ſpirit of Cæſar's auctions J. 
Farewel. | 


* 


oO LT TERCAX 


To Aulus Torguatus. 


A. U. :08.] 

HOPE you will not imagine that you 

have been out of my thoughts, by my 
having lately been a more remiſs correl- 
pondent than uſual, The true becaſion 
of my filence has partly ariſen from an il 
ſtate of health, which, however, is nos 
ſomewhat mended ; and partly has been 
owing to my abſence from Rome, which 
prevented me from being informed when 
any courier was diſpatched to you, Be 
aſſured that I conſtantly and moſt affec- 
tionately preſerve you in my remem- 
brance; and that your affairs of every 
kind are as much my concern as if the 
were my own. ; 


I Burſa was a varticular enemy of Cicero, 
and had been baniſhed for his riotous attempt. 
to revenge the marder of Clocius ; from which 
baniſhment he was lately recalled. 

|| This man had rendered himſelf extreme! 
and generally odi»us by the purchaſes he hal 
made of the confiſcated eſtates, during de 
proſcriptions both of Sylla and Cæſar. Cic. dt 
Offic. ii. 8. 

¶ In which the confiſcated eſtates were pet 
nn to iale. One of the methods that Celar 
took to reward his partiſans was, by ſuffering 
them to purchaſe theſe eſtates at an under-#* 
lue; and it was the hopes of being a ſharer d 
tho!e -iniquitous ſpoils, that furniſhed one ©! 
the principal incentives to the civil war. Cir, 
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Believe me, you have no reaſon, con- 
idering the unhappy ſituation of public 
affairs, to be uneaſy that yours ſtill remain 
in a more dubious and uMttled poſture 
than was generally hoped and imagined. 
For one of theſe three events muſt neceſ- 
arily take place: either we ſhall never 
ſee an end of our civil wars; or they will 
one day ſubſide, and give the republic 


an opportunity of recovering its vigour ; 


or they will terminate in its utter extinc-- 
ton, If the ſword is never to be ſheath- 
ed, you can have nothing to fear either 
from the party which yol formerly aſſiſt- 
ed, or from that by which you have lately 


been received. But ſhould the republic 


again revive, either by the contending 
fictions mutually agreeing to a ceſſation 
of arms; or by their laying them down 
in mere laſſitude; or by one fide being 
vanquiſhed ; you will undoubtedly be. 
gain reſtored both to your rank and to 
your fortunes. - And ſhould our conſtitu- 
tion be totally deſtroyed, agreeably to 
what the wife Marcus Antonius * ong 
ſuce apprehended, when he imagined tha 
e preſent calamities were even then ap- 
proaching ; you will have the conſolation 
at lealt to efect; that a misfortune which 
Is common to all, cannot be lamented as 
peculiar to any : and miſerable as this 
conſolation mult prove to a man of your 
patriot virtues ; 'tis a conſolation, how- 
ever, to which we mult neceſſarily have 
recourſe. Eck 

If you well conſider the full force of 
theſe few hints (and 1 do not think it 
prudent to be more explicit in a letter), 
you muſt be convinced without mytelling 
wa, that you have ſomething to hope, 
and nothing to fear, ſo long as the re- 
public mall ſubſiſt, either in its preſent, 
any other form. But ſhould jt be en- 
rely ſubverted 3 AS I am ſure you would 
ix, if you were permitted, ſurvive its 
tam; ſo I am perſuaded you will pa- 
ently ſubmit to your fate, in the con- 
ous ſatisfaction of having in no ſort de- 
fried it, But I forbear to enter farther 


/ 

* This eloquent and illuſtrious patriot, the 
Father of Mark Antony, was conſul in 
we year 653: ard about twelve years after- 
s Was put to death by the command of 


"a ius, whoſe party he had ſtrenuouſſy op- 


ed. Marius was at dinner when the exe- 


(Ut 
e Antonius; which that ſanguinary Ro- 
"a 1ecived into his hands, with all the” inſo- 
8 and hortid exultation of the molt ſavage 
Sian, Flut. in Vit. Anten. Appian, Bel, 
"i. i. 344. Val. Max, ix. 2. | 


ner. of his cruel orders brought him the. 
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into this ſubject; and will only add my 
requeſt, that you would inform me ho it 
is with you, and where you propoſeto fix 
your quarters : that I may know where a 
letter, or a vilit, will find you. Farewel. 


LETTER CEX: 
To Caius Caſſius. 


2” [Ae U. 708.] 
WHEL you not bluth when I remind 

you, that this is the third letter I 
have written without having received a 
lingle line in return? However, I do not 
preſs you to be more expeditious ; as I 
hope, and indeed iinfitt, that you will make 
me ameuds for this delay, by the length 
of your next epiſtle. As for myſelf, if [ 
had the opportunity of conveying my let- 
ters as frequently as I wiſh, I ſhould write. 
to you, | believe, every hour: for as 
often as I employ my pen in this manner, 
you ſeem, as it were, actually preſent te 
my view. This effect is by no means 
produced, let me tell you, by thoſe ſubtile 
images which your new friends +talk ſo 
much of; who ſuppoſe that even the ideas 
of imagination are excited by what the 


late Catius, with wondrous elegancy, has 


ſtyled ſpectefs. For by this curious wordF, 
you mult know, he has expreſſed what 
Epicurus, who borrowed the notion from 
Democritus &, has called images. But 
granting that theſe ſame /pefers are ca- 
pable of affecting the organ of viſion; yet 
cannot gueſs which way they can con- 
trive to make their entrance into the 


+ The Epicureans; to who'e ly ſtem of phi- 
loiuphy Caffius had lately become a conveit. 
Accordingly Cicero rallies him in this and the 
following paſſages, on their abſurd doctrine 
concerning ideas; which they maintaincd 
were excited by certain thin forms, or images, 
perpetually floating in the air. Iheſe images 
were luppoled to be conſtantly emitted from 
all objecte, and to be of ſo delicate and lubtile 
a texiuire as eah,y to penetiate through the 
pures of the body, and by that means ;eader 
themſcives vitible to the mind. Lucret. iv. 
726, &C, ; 

[it is probable that Catius either coined 
this word himſelt, or employed it in a new and 
1T.p:oper manner. For it is obſervable, that 
bn huctetius and Cicero, whenever they 
h.ve occaſion to exprelsin their own, language 
What the Greek Epicureans called zgaAa, al- 
way s render it by the word Ahe ur i- 
gines, - 

Y ile was a native of Abdera, a city in 
Thtace, and flouriſhed about 400 years b<foie 
the Chriltian æra. Epicurus, who was bun 
about forty years afterwards, borrowed much 
of hi doEtine from the writings of this phi- 
loſopher. Cic. de Fin. i. 6. | 
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76 
mind. But you will ſolve this difficulty 
when we meet, and tell me by what 
means, whenever I ſhall be diſpoſed to 
think of you, I may be able to call up 
your /pe&er : and not only yours, whoſe 
image indeed is already ſo deeply ſtamped 
upon my heart, but even that of the whole 
Britiſh iſſand, for inſtance, if 1 ſhould be 
inclined to make it the ſubje&t of my 
meditations. But more of this another 
time. In the mean while, 1 ſend this as 
- an experiment, to try with what tem- 
per you can bear my railleries, Should 
they ſeem to touch you, I ſhall renew my 
attack with ſo much the more vigour, 
and will apply for a writ of re/?:#ut:0n to 
reinfiate you in your old tenets : ** of 
* which you, the ſaid Caſſius, have by 


« force and arms * been diſpoſſeſſed.“ 


Length of poſſeſſion, in this caſe, will be 
no plea in bar: for whether the time be 
more or leſs ſince you have been driven 
by the allurements of pleaſure from the 
manſions of virtue, my action will be ſtill 
maintainable. But let me not forget 
whom it is that I am thus bantering : is 
It not that illuſtrious friend whoſe every 
ſlep, from his firſtentrance into the world, 
has been conducted by the higheſt honour 
and virtue? If it be true then that you 
ha ve embraced the Epicurean principles, 
I doubt they have more ſtrength and ſo- 
lidity in them than I once imagined, 

And now, will you not. be indined to 
aſk Low I could poſſibly think ofamuling 
you in this idle manner? The truth of it 
S., I am not furniſhed with a more im- 
portant ſubject, as I have nothing to write 
to you concerning public affairs; nor in- 
deed do I chuſe to truſt my ſentiments 
of them in a letter. Farewel. 


LETTER MI. 
Caſſius to Cicero. 
2 e | 
OTHING attords me a greater plea- 
ſure in my travels, than to converſe 


* Theſe were the formal words of the præ- 
tor's edi, commanding the reſtoration of a 
perſon to an eſtate, of which he had been for- 
cibly di ſpoſſeſſed. Cicero, perhaps, beſides 
the humour of their general application, meant 
likewiſe archly to intimate that Caſſius had 
been driven out of his more rigid principles 
by his milita:ty companions; as id a letter 
written to Trebatius, when he was making a 
campaign With Cæſar in Gaul, where our au- 
thor is rallying him upon a ſimilar occaſion, 
ke inſinuates that he had acquired his Epicu- 
riſm in the carop. Indicavit mihi Panſa, ſays 
he, Epicureum te efſe fatium, 
clara ! Epiſt. Fam. vii. 12. 


3 


O caftra pre- 
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with my friend, It brings you, indeed, 
ſo ſtrengly to my mind, that I fancy my. 
ſelt indulging a vein or vicalantry wih 
you in perſon. This lively impreſſion, 
however, is by no means produced b, 
thoſe Catian /peders you mention: and 
for which piece of railiery I intend to 
draw up iu my next ſuch a liſt of incle- 
gant Stoics, as will force you to acknog-. 
ledge that Catius, in compariſon with 
thele, may well paſs for a native of the 
refined Athens. 

It gives me much ſatisfaction, not only 
upon our friend Panſa's account, but for 
the ſake of every one of us, that he re- 
ceived ſuch marks of public eſteem when 
he ſet out for his government. I ho 
this circumſtance will be thought a con- 
vincing proof how amiable a ſpirit of 
probity and benevolence, and how odious 
the contrary diſpoſition renders its poſ- 


ſeſſor; and that the world will learn from 


hence, that theſe popular honours, which 
are ſo paſſionately courted by bad citi- 
Zens, are the ſure attendants on -thoſe 
Whoſe characters are the reverſe, To 
perſuade mankind that virtue is its own 
reward, is ataſk, I fear, of too much dif- 
ficulty : but that real and undiſturbed 
pleaſures neceſſarily flow from probity, 
juſtice, and whateverelſeis fair and beau- 
tiful in moral actions, is atruth, ſurely, of 
moſt eaſy admiſſion. Epicurus himſelf, 
from whom the Catii and the Amafinii, 
together with the reſt of thoſe injurious 
interpreters of his meaning, pretend to 
derive their tenets, expreſly declares, 
that a pleaſurable life can alone be pro- 
** cured by the practice of virtue.“ Ac. 
cordingly Panſa, who purſues pleaſure 
agreeable to his juſt notion of it, {till 
perſeveres, you ſee, in a virtuous conduct, 
lhe truth is, thoſe whom your ſect has 
ſtigmatized by the name of wvoluptuartss, 
are warm admirers of moral beauty ; and 
confequently cultivate and practiſe the 
whole train of ſocial duties. But com- 
mend me tothe judicious Sulla; who ob- 
ſerving that the philoſophers were di- 


vided in their opinions concerning the 


Supreme Good, left them to ſettle the 
queſtion among themſelves, whilit he 
turned his views toa leſs controverted ace 
quiſition, by purchaſing every good thing 
that was put up to ſale. I received the 
news of his death with much fortitude: 
and indeed Cæſar will take care that we 
ſhall not long have occafion-to regret h 
loſs; as there are numbers of equal mer" 

whom 
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Nor will Cæſar himſelf, I ſuppoſe, much 
lament this excellent cuſtomer of his, 
when he ſhall ſee what a wocthy ſon he 
has left to ſucceed him, | l 
But to tura to public affairs; let me 
know what is doing. in Spain, Itisa 
int indeed upon which I amextremely 
{olicitous : as 1 had much rather ſubmit 
to an old maſter whoſe clemency I have 
experienced, than run the hazard of be- 
ing expoſed to the cruelty of a new one, 


al You know the weakneſs of young Pom- 
* pey's iutellects; that he looks upon cruelty 
1 as heroiſm; and that he is ſenſible how 
ben much he has ever been the object of our 
ope ridicule. I fear therefore he would be 
Rl apt to treat us ſomewhat roughly, andre- 
\ of turn our jokes with the point of his ſward. 
. If you have any value for me then, you 
7 will not fail to let me know whatever 

wat ſhall happen. Ah, my friend, how do! 
eb wiſh I were appriſed whether yau read 
22 this with an eaſy or an anxious mind! for 
hoſe by that ſingle circumſtance I ſhould be 
To determined, what meaſures are proper 
* for me to purſue. But not to detain you 
dif. any longer, I will only intreat you to 
bed continue your friendſhip to me, and then 
bin, bid you farewel. | 

eau- P. S. If Cæſar ſhould prove victorious, 
15 you may expect to ſee me very ſoon. 
en, a i 

finii, 
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14 to , 

ares, To Ce/ar. 

pro- | 

Ac- [A. U. 508.] 

aſure I VERY particularly recommend to your 
ſtill favour the ſon of our worthy and com- 
duct, mon friend Præcilius: a youth whoſe 
t has modeſt and polite behaviour, together 
aries, with bis fingular attachment to myſelf, 
; and have exceedingly endeared him to me. 

> the His father likewiſe, as experience has 

com- now fully convinced me, was always my: 

o ob- moſt ſincere well-wiſher. For to confeſs 

e di- the truth, he was the firſt and moſt zeal- 

p the ous of thoſe who uſed both to rally and 

e the reproach me for not joining in your 

a he cauſe : eſpecially after you had invited 

ace ' 

thing F This alijudes to the great number of 

d the the whom Czfar, as -ſoon as he got the 

tude: power imo his hands, had permitted to return 

at we trom the baniſhment to which they bad fur 

et his var ius crimes beeq condemned. 

merit 

yhom 
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whom he can gore to us * in his place. me by ſo many honourable overtures. 


” 


All unavailing prov'd his every art, . 
To ſhake ihe purpoſe of my ſtedlaſt heart F. 


For whilſt the gallant chiefs of our 
party were on the other ide perpetually 
exclaiming to me, | 
«* Riſe thou, diftinguiſh'd 'midſt the ſons of 

fame 
And fair tranſmit totimes unborn thy name ;“ 
Too ealy dupe of flittery's ſpoc tous voice, 
Darkling | ſtray' d trom wiſdom”: better choiceh, 


And fain would they till raiſe my ſpi- 
rits, while they endeavour, inſeuſible as 
I now am to the charms of glory, to re- 
kindle that paſſion in my heart. With 
this view they are ever repeating, * 


O let me not inglorious fink in death, 

And yield like vulgar fouls my parting breath: 
In ſome brave eftort give me to exyie, 

That diſtant ages may the deed admire || ! 


But I am immovable as you ſee, 
by all their. perſuaſions. Renouncing, 
therefore, thepompous heroics of Homer, 
turn to the juſt maxims of Euripides, 
and ſay with that poet, | 


Curſe on the ſage, who, impotently wiſe, 
O'eriooks the paths where humbler prudence 
lies. 


My old friend Præcilius is a great ad- 
mixer of the ſentiment in theſe lines; in- 
fiſting, that a patriot may preferve a 
prudential regard to his own ſafety, and 
yet, 


Above bie peers the firſt in honour ſhine q. 


. 


Eut to return from this digreſſion: you 
will greatly oblige me by extending to 
this young man that uncommon genero=- 
ſity which ſo peculiarly marks your cha- 
racter ; and by ſuttering my recommend- 
ation to increaſe the number of thoſe fa- 
vours which I am perſuaded you are diſ- 
poſed to confer upon him for the ſake of 
his family. | 
I have not addreſſed you in the uſt al 
ſigle of recommendatory letters, that you 
cht ſee | did not intend this as an ap- 
plication of common form. Fare nel. 


+ Hom. Odyf. viii. 238. 
{ Hom. Odyil. i. 3c2 


Q Hom. Oy xx. 314. 
[| Hom, II xf. oy 
JJ Hom. II. vi, 208, | 
wy LES. 


. 
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LETTER cxx!II. 


. To the fame, 
[A. U. 708.] 


AMONGST all our young nobility Pub- 
lus Craſſus was one for whom I en- 
tertained the higheſt regard; and indeed 
he amply juſtiied, in his more mature 
years, the favourable opinion 1 had con- 
cei ved ot him from his infancy. It was 
during his life that his freedman Apol- 
lonius firſt recommended himſelf to my 
_ eſteem: for he was zealouſly attached to 
the intereſt of his patron, and perfectly 
well qualified to aſſiſi him in thoſe noble 
ſtudies to which he was devoted; accord- 
ingly Craſſus was extremely fond of him. 


But Apollonius, after the death of his pa- 


tron, proved himſelf (till more worthy of 
my protection and friendſhip ; as he diſ- 
tinguiſhed with peculiar marks of reſpe&t 
all who loved Craſſus, or had been be- 
loved by him. It was this that induced 
Apollonius to follow me into Cilicia ; 
where, upon many occaſions, I received 
ſingular advantage from his faithful and 
judicious ſervices. If I miſtake not, his 
moſt ſincere and zealous offices were not 
wanting to you likewiſe in the Alexan- 
drine war, and it is in the hope of your 
thinking fo, that he has reſolved, in con- 
currence with my ſentiments, but chiefly 
indeed from his own, to wait upon you 
in Spain. I would not promiſe, however, 
to recommend him to your favour. Not 
that I ſuſpected my applications would be 
void of weight; but1thought they would 
be unneceflary in behalf of a man who 
had ſerved in the army under you, and 
whom, from your regard to the memory 
of Craſſus, you would undoubtedly con- 
ider as a friend of your own. Beſides, 
I knew he could eaſily procure letters of 
this kind from many other hands. But 
as he greatly values my good-opinion, 
and as lam ſenſible it has tome influence 
upon yours; I very willingly give him 
my teſtimonial. Let me aſſure you then, 


that 1 know him to be a man of litera- 


ture, and one who has applied himſelf to 
the polite arts from his earlieſt youth. 
For when he was a boy he frequently 
vifited at my houſe with Diodotus the 
Stoic: a philoſopher, in my judgment, of 
confummate erudition. Apollonius, in- 
| Pamed with zeal for the glory of your 

actions, is greatly defirous e pap 
tem in Greek; and | think him very 


N 
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capable of the undertaking. He has an 
excellent genius, and has been particu- 
larly converſant in ſtudĩes of the hiſtorical 
kind: as he is wonderfully ambitiouslike. 
wiſe of doing juſtice to your immortal 
fame. "Theſe are my ſincere ſentiments 
of the man ; but how far he deſerves 
them, your own ſuperior judgment will 
beſt determine. But though I told Apo]. 
lonius that I ſhould not particularly re- 
commend him to your favour; yet | can- 
not forbear alluring you, that every in- 
ſtance of your generoſity towards him 
will extremely oblige me. Farewel, 


LETTER CXXIV. 
Qurntus Cicero to Marcus Cicero &. 


I PROTEST to you, my dear brother, you 

have performed an act extremely 
agreeable to me in giving Tiro his free- 
dom; as a ſtate of ſervitude was'a ſitua- 
tion far unworthy of his merit. Believe 
me, I felt the higheſt complacency, when 
I found by his letter and yours, that you 
rather choſe we thould look upon him in 
the number of our friends, than in that 
of our flaves: and I both congratulate 
and thank you for this inſtance of your 
generolity towards him. If I receive fo 
much fatisfa&tion fromthe ſervices of my 
freedman Statius ; how much more va- 
luable mult the ſame good qualities ap- 
pear in Tiro, as they have the additional 
advantages of his learning, his wit, and 
his politeneſs, to recommend them? I have 
many powerful motives forthe affection l 
bear you; and this mark of your bene- 
ficence to Tiro, together with your giving 
me part (as indeed you had reaſon) in 
the family- joy upon this occaſion, ſtill in- 
creaſes the number. In a word, I ſaw 
and admired all the amiable qualities of 
your heart, in the letter you wrote to me 
on this ſubject. | 

have promiſed my beſt ſervices to 
the ſlaves of Sabinus; and it is a promile 
I will molt affuredly make good. Fare- 
wel. 5 | 
L'EL FS U. 

To Tiro. 


| [A. U. q08.] 5 
YouR letter encourages me to hope 

that you find yourtelf better; I am 
ſure, at leaſt, I moſt ſincerely wiſh that 


| * The date of this letter is altogether un- 
certa 2. 


you 


Sect. I. 


you may. I intreat you, therefore, to 
conſecrate all your cares to that end; and 
by no means indulge ſo miſtaken a ſuſpi- 
cion as that I am diſpleaſed you are not 
with me. With me you are, in the beſt 
ſenſe of that expreſſion, if you are taking 
care of your health ; which I had much 
rather you ſhould attend, than on myſelf. 
For though I always both ſee and hear 
you with pleaſure ; that pleaſure will be 
greatly increaſed, when 1 ſhall have the 
ſatis faction at the ſame time to be aſſured 
that you are perfectly well. 

My work is at preſent ſuſpended &, as 
I cannot make uſe of my own hand: 
however, I employ myſelfa good deal in 
reading, If your tranſcribers ſhould be 
puzzled with my manuſcript, I beg you 
would give them your aſſiſtance : as in- 
deed there is an interlineation relating to 
a circumſtance in Cato's behaviour when 
he was only four years of age, that Icould 
ſcarce decypher myſelf. You will con- 
tinue your care likewiſe, that the dining- 
room bein proper order for the reception 
of our — in which number, I dare 
ſay, I may reckon Tertia, provided Pub- 
lius be not invited. 

That ſtrange fellow Demetrius was al- 
ways, I know, the very reverſe of his 
name-ſake of Phaleris : but I find he is 
now grown more inſufferable than ever, 
and is degenerated into an arrant Bilie- 
nus . I reſign the management of him 
therefore entirely into your hands; and 
you will pay your court to him accord- 
ingly. But——Aowewver—d'ye ſee—and as 
1% that to preſent you with a few of his 
on elegantexpletives) if you ſhould have 
any converſation with him, let me know, 
that it may furniſh me with the ſubject 
of a letter, and at the ſame time afford 
me the pleaſure of reading ſo much 
longer an one from yourſelf. In the mean 
while take care of your health, my dear 
Tiro, I conjure you; and. be well per- 
fuaded, that you cannot render me a 
more pleaſing ſervice. Farewel. 


* The work to which Cicero alludes, was 
probably a panegyric upon Cato; which he 
wiote and publiſhed about this time. 

F Who this perſon and Demetrius were, is 
wter'y unknown; bat it is. probable that the 
ridicul-us part of their characters, to which 
Cicero here allud s, was that of being very 
4u'l and inelegant vrators. 
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LETTER CXXVIL. 


To Dolabella I. 


[A. U. 708] f 
OH that the ſilence you ſo kindly re- 
gret, had been occaſioned by my 
own death, rather than by the ſevere 
loſs I have ſuftered 5; a loſs I ſhould be 
better Able to ſupport, if I had you with 
me. For your judicious counſels, and 
ſingular attetion towards me, would 
greatly contribute to alleviate its weight. 
This good office indeed 1 may yet per- 
ſhall 
ſoon ſee you here, you will find me ſtill ſo 
deeply affected, as to have an opportunity 
of 2 me great aſſiſtance. Not 
that this affliction has ſo broken my ſpirit 
as to render me unmindful that I am a 
man, or apprehenſive that I muſt totally 
fink under its preſſure. But all that 
cheerfulneſs and vivacity of temper, 
which you once ſo * admired, 
has now, alas! entirely forſaken me. 
My fortitude and reſolution, nevertheleſs 


(if theſe virtues were ever mine), I ſtill 


retain, .and retain them too in the ſame 
vigour as when you left me. | 

As to thoſe battles which, you tell 
me, you- have ſuſtained upon my ac- 
count; 1 am far leſs ſolicitous that you 
ſhould confute my detractors, than that 
the world ſhould know (as it unqueſtion- 
ably does) that I enjoy- a place in your 
aflection: and may you ſtill continue to 
render that truth conſpicuous. To this 
requeſt I will add another, and entreat 
you to excuſe me for not ſending you a 
longer letter. I ſhotten it, not only as 
imagining we ſhall ſoon meet, but be- 
cauſe my mind is at preſent by no means 
ſufficiently compoſed for writing. Fare- 


wel. 


LETTER CXXVYU. 
Servius Sulpicius to Cicero. 


| | [A. U. 508.] 
| RECEIVED the news of your daughter's 
death, with all the concern it ſo juſtly. 
deſerves; and indeed I cannot but con- 
ſider it as a misfortune in which I bear 


| J He was at this time with Cæſar in Spain, 


The death of his daughter Tullia, 


Ly o 


an 
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to Aer 


an equal ſhare with yourſelf. If I had 
been near you when this fatal accident 
happened, I ſhould not only have mingled 


my tears with yours, but aſſiſted you with 


all the conſolation in my power. I am 
ſenitble at the ſame time, that otfices of 
this kind aitord at beſt but a wretched 
reliel ; for as none ace qualified to per- 
form then, but thoſe who ſtand near tous 
by theties ut either olood or affe Hon, ſuch 
perſons are generally too much atflicted 
zhemſelves, to be capable of adminiſter- 
ing comfort to others, Nevertheleſs, I 
thought proper to ſuggeit a few reflec- 
tions which occurred to me upon this oc- 
caſion, not as imagining they would be 
new to you, but believing that in your 
preſent diſcompoſureof mind, they might 
poſſibly have eſcaped your attention. Tell 
me then, my friend, wherefore do you 
induige this excels of forrow ? Reflect, I 
intreat you, in what manner fortune has 
dealt with every one of us; that ſhe has 
deprived us of what ought to be no leſs 
dearthan our children, and overwhelmed 
in one general ruin our honours, our li- 
berties, and our country. And after theſe 
loſſes, is it poſſible that any other ſhould 


increaſe our tears? Is is poſſible that a 
mind long exerciſed in calamities ſo truly 


ſe vere, ſhould not become totally callous, 
and inditterent to every event ? But you 
will tell me, perhaps, that your grief 
ariſes not ſo much on your own account, 
as on that of Tullia. Vet ſurely you 
mutt often, as well as myſelf, have had 
occaſion intheſe wretched times to reflect, 
that their condition by no means deſerves 
to be regretted, whom death has gently 
removed from this unhappy ſcene. What 
is there, let me aſk, in the preſent cir- 
cumſtances of our country, that could 
have rendered life gregtly deſirable to 
your daughter ? Whaſ pleaſing hopes, 
what agreeable views, what rational ſatiſ- 
taction could ſhe poſſibly have propoſed 
to herſelf from a more extended period ? 
Was it in the proſpect of conjugal hap- 
pinels in the ſociety of ſome diſtinguiſhed 
youth ? as if, indeed, you could have 


found a ſon-in-law anwng(t our preſent ſer. 
of young men, worthy of being entruſted 


with the care of your daughter ! Or was 
it in the expe tion of being the joyful 
mother of a flo1r1thing race, who might 


pPoſſeſs their patrimony withindependence 


who might gradually riſe through the ſe- 
veral dignines of the tate, and exert the 


libecty to which they were born in the 
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ſeryice and defence of their friends and 
country? But is there one amongſt all 
theſe deſirable privileges, of which we 
were not deprived before ſhe was ina ca- 


pacit Nef tranſmitting them to her de- 


ſcendants ? Vet after all, you may til! 
allege, perhaps, that the loſs of our 
children is a ſevere affliction; and un- 
queſtionably it would be ſo, if it were not 
a much greater to ſee them live to en- 
dure thoſe indignities which their parents 
ſuffer. 1 

I lately fell into a reflection, which as 
it afforded great reliefto the diſquietude 
of my own heart, it may poſſibly contii- 
bute likewiſe to aſſuage the anguiſh of 
yours. In my return out of Aſia, as [ 
was failing from gina towards Me- 
gara *, I amuſed myſelf with contem- 
plating the circumjacent countries, Be. 
hind me lay Ægina, before me Megara; 
on my right 1 ſaw Piræus , and on my 
left, Corinth T. Theſe cities, once ſo 
flouriſhing andmagnificent, no wpreſented 
nothing to my view but a ſad ſpectacle 
of deſolation. Alas,“ I ſaid to myſelf, 
** ſhall ſuch a ſhort-lived creature as man 
complain, when one of his ſpecies falls 
either by the hand of violence, or by 
e the common courſe of nature; whillt 
in this narrow compaſs ſo many great 
© and glorious cities, formed for a much 
longer duration, thus lie extended in 
*© ruins ? Remember then, oh my heart! 
the general lot to which man is born; 
and let that thought ſuppreſs thy un- 
© reaſonable murmurs.” Believe me, 
found my mind greatly refreſhed and 
comforted by theſe refletions. Let me 
adviſe you in the ſame manner to re- 
preſent to yourſelf, what numbers of 
our illuſtrious countrymen have lately 
been cut off at once 8; how much the 
ſtrength of the Roman republic is im- 
paired, and whatdreadful deyaſtation has 
gone forth throughout all i pram 
And can you, with the impreſſion of theſe 
greater calamities upon your mind, be ſo 
immoderately afflicted for the loſs of a 
ſingle individual, a poor, little, tender 
woman? who, if ſhe had not died at this 


„gina, now called Engia, is an iflan\ 
ſituated in the gulf that runs between the Pe- 
loponnelus and Attica, to which it gives It 
nime. Megaca was à City near the iithmus o 
Corinth. 1 

A celebrated ſea port at a ſmall diſtance 
from Atheas, uow called Port-L on. 

1 A-tv in the Peloponacius. 

I. h. civil wars. 5 

| time, 
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time, muſt in a few fleeting years more 
have inevitably undergone that common 


fate to which ſhe was born. 

Reaſonable, however, as theſe reflec- 
tions are, I would call you from them 
awhile, in order to lead your thoughts to 
others more peculiarly ſuitable to your 
circumſtances and character. Remember 
then that your daughter lived as long as 
life was worth poſſeſſing, that is, till li- 
berty was no more; that ſhe lived to ſee 
you in the illuſtrious offices of prætor, 
conſul, and augur; to be married to ſome 
of the nobleſt youths in Rome *; to be 
blefſed with almoſt every valuable 4 
ment; and at length to expire with 
republic itſelf. Tell me now, what is 
there in this view of her fate, that could 
give either her or yourſelf juſt reaſon to 
complain? In fine, do not forget that you 
are Cicero, the wiſe, the philoſophical 
Cicero, who were wont to give advice 
to others ; nor reſemble thoſe unſkilful 
empirics, whoat the ſame time that they 
preterd to be furniſhed with remedies for 
other men's diſorders, are altogether in- 
capable of finding a cure for their own. 
On the contrary, apply to your private 
uſe thoſe judicious precepts you have ad- 
miniſtered to the public. Time neceſ- 
ſarily weakens the ſtrongeſt impreſſions 
of ſorrow ; but it would be a reproach to 
your charaQer not to anticipate this its 
certain effect, by the force of your own 


good ſenſe and judgment. If the dead 


retain any conſciouſneſs of what is here 
tranſacted, your daughter's affection, I 
am ſure, was ſuch boch to you and to all 
her relations, that ſne can by no means 
deſite you ſhould abandon yourſelf to this 
exceſs of grief, Reſtrain it then, I con- 
jure you, for her ſake, and for the ſake 
of the reſt of your family and friends, 
who lament to ſee you thus afflicted. Re- 
rain it too, I beſeech you, for the ſake 
of your country; that whenever the op- 
portunity ſhall ſerve, it may reap the be- 
nefit of your councils and aſſiſtance. In 
ſhort, ſince ſuch is our fortune that we 
muſt neceſſarily ſubmit to the preſent 


| titem of public affairs, ſuffer it not to be 


ſuſpected, that it is not ſo much the death 
of — daughter, as the fate of the re- 
pu 


lic, and the ſucceſs of dur victors, that 


you deplore. f a 
But it. would be ill-manners to dwell 
ary longer upon this ſubject, as I ſhould 


To Piſo, Craffipes, and Dolabella, 
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ſeem to queſtion the efficacy of your own - 
good ſent . I will only 8 
that as we have often ſeen you bear proſ- 
perity in the nobleſt manner, and with 
the higheſt applauſe ; ſhew us likewiſe 
that you are not too ſenſible of adverſity, 
but know how to ſupport it with the ſame 
advantage to your character. In a word, 
let it not be ſaid, that fortitude is the 
ſingle virtue to which my friend is a 
ſtranger. | 

As for what concerns myſelf; 1 will 
ſend you an account of the {tate of this 
province, and of what is tranſacting in this 
part of the world, as ſoon as I ſhall hear 
that you are ſufficiently compoſed to re- 
ceive the information. Farewel. 


LETTER CXXVIIL 
To Servius Sulpicius. | 


. A. U. 708.] ; . 

] 2018 with you, my dear Sulpicius, in 

wiſhing that you had been in Rome 
when this moſt ſevere calamity befel me, 
I am ſenſible of the advantage I ſhould 
have received from your preſence, and I 
had almoſt ſaid your equal participation 
of my grief, by having found myſelf 
{ſomewhat more compoſed after I had 
read your letter. It furniſhed me indeed 
with arguments extremely proper to ſoeth 
the anguiſh of affliction; and evidently 
flowed from a heart that ſympathized 
with the ſorrows it endeavou to al- 
ſuage. But although I could not enjoy the 
benefit of your own good offices in — An l 
hadtheadvantage,however,of yourſons's; 
who gave me a proof, by every tender 
aſſiſtance that could be contributed upon 
ſo melancholy an occaſion, how much he 
imagined that he was acting agreeablets 
your ſentiments, when he thus diſcovered 
the affection of his own. More pleafing 


inſtances of his friendſhip I have fre- - 


quently received, but never any that were 
more obliging. As to thoſe for which I 


am indebted to yourſelf, it is not only che 


force of your reaſonings, and the very 
conſiderable ſhare you take in my atflic- 
tions, that have contributed to compoſe 
my mind; it is the deference likewiſe 


which I always pay to the authority of 


your ſentiments. For knowing, as 1 
perfectly do, the ſuperior wiſdom with 
which you are enlightened, 1 ſhould be 
aſhamed not to ſupport my diſtreſſes in 
the manner you think I ought. I will 


5 
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acknowledge nevertheleſs, that they 
ſometimes almoſt intirely overcome me: 
and I am ſcarce able to reſiſt the force of 
my grief when | reflect, that I am deſti- 
tute of thoſe conſolations which attended 
others, whoſe examples I propoſe to my 
imitation. Thus Quintus Maximus loſt a 
fon of conſular rank, and diſtinguiſned 
by many brave and illuſtrious actions; 
Lucius Paulus was deprived of two ſous 
in the ſpace of a ſingle week ; and your 
relation Gallus, together with Marcus 
Cato, had both of them the unhappineſs 
to ſurvive their reſpctive ſons, who were 
endowed with the higheſt abilities and 
virtues, Yer theſe unfortunate parents 
lived in times when the honoursthey de- 
rived from the republic might in ſome 
meature alleviate the weight of their do- 
meſtie misfortunes. But as for myſelf, 
after having been (tripped of thoſe dig- 
nities you mention, and which I had ac- 
quired by the moit lavorious exertion of 
my abilities, I had one only conſolation 
remaining: and of that I am now be- 
reaved. | could no longer divert the 
diſquietude of my thoughts, by employ- 
ing myſelf in the cauſes of my friends, 
or the bulineſs of the ſtate : for I could 
no longer with any ſatisfaction appear 
either in the forum, or the ſenate. lu 
ſhort, I juſtly confidered myſelf as cut off 
from the benefit of all thoſe alleviating 
occupations in which fortune and induſtry 
had qualified me to engage. But I con- 
ſidered too, that this was a deprivation 
which 1 ſuttered in common with your- 
ſelf and ſome others: and whilſt 1 was 
endeayouring to reconcile my mind to 
a patient endurance of thoſe ills; there 
was one to whoſe tender offices I could 
have recourſe, and in the ſweetneſs of 
whoſe converſation I could diſcharge all 
the cares and anxiety of my heart But. 
this laſt fatal ſtab to my peace has torn 
open thoſe wounds which ſeemed in ſome 
meaſure to have been tolerably healed. 
For I can now no longer loſe my private 
ſorrows in the proſperity of the common- 
wealth, as I was wont to diſpel the unea- 
fineſs I ſuffered upon the public account, 
in the happineſs I received at home. Ac- 
cordingly 1 have equally baniſhed myſelf 
from my houſe &, and from the public; 


* Cicero, upon the death of his daughter, 
retired from his own houle, to one belonging 
to Atticus near Rome: from which, perhaps 
this letter was written, . 


as finding no relief in either, from the 
calamities I lament in both, lt is this, 
therefore, that heightens my deſire of 
ſeeing you here; as nothing can afford 
me a more effectual conſolation than the 
renewal of our friendly intercourſe: a 
happineſs which I hope, and am informed 
indeed, that I ſhall ſhortly enjoy. Among 
the many reaſons I have for impatiently 
wiſhing your arrival, one is, that we may 
previouſly concert together our ſcheme of 
conduct in the preſent conjunRure; which, 
however, muſt now be intirely accommo- 
dated to another's will. This perſon+, 
'tis true, is a man of great abilities and 
generolity ; and one, if I miſtake not, 
who is by no means my enemy; as I am 
ſure he is extremely your friend. Neyer- 
theleſs it requires much conſideration, [ 


do not ſay in what manner we ſhall ad 


with reſpect to public affairs, but by what 
methods we may beſt obtain his per- 
miſſion to retire from them. PFarewe|, 


I. E TT B-R-.;CXXIX.- ::, 
To Lucius Lucceius. 


[A. U. 508.] 

ALL the letters I have received from 

you upon the ſubject of my late miſ- 
fortune, were extremely acceptable to 
me, as inſtances of the higheſt affeQion 
and good ſenſe. But the great advai- 
tage I have derived from them, princi- 
pally reſults from that animating con- 


tempt with which you look down upon 


human affairs, and that exemplary forti- 
tude which arms you againſt all the vari- 
ous aſſaults of fortune. I eſteem it the 


moſt glorious privilege of philoſophy, to 


be thus ſuperior to external accidents, 
and to depend for happineſs on ourſelyes 
alone: a ſentiment which, although it 
was too deeply planted in my heart to be 
totally eradicated, has been ſomewhat 
weakened, I confeſs, by the violence of 
thoſe repeated ſtorms to which I have 
been lately expoſed. But you have en- 
deavoured, and with great ſucceſs in- 
deed, to reſtore it to all its uſual ſtrength 
and vigour, I caunot therefore either too 
often or too ſtrongly aſſure you, that no- 
thing could give me an higher ſatisfac- 
tion than your letter. But powerful as 
the various arguments of conſolation are 
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which you have collected for my uſe, and 
elegantly as you have enforced them; 1 
uit acknowledge, that nothing proved 


more effectual than the firmneſs of mind 


which I remarked in your letters, and 
which 1 ſhould eſtzem as the utmoſt re- 
proach not to imitate, But if L imitate, 
| muſt neceſſarily excel my guide and in- 
ſtructor in this leiſon of fortitude: for I 
am altogether unſupported by the ſame 
hopes which J find you entertain, that 
public affairs will improve. Thoſe il- 
ulications indeed which you draw from 
the gladiatorial combats, together with 
the whole tendency of your reaſoning in 
general, all eoncur in forbidding me to 
d:ſpair of the commonwealth. It would 
be nothing extraordinary, therefore, if 
vou ſhould be more compoſed than my- 
lelf, whilſt you are in poſſeſſion of theſe 
pleaſing hopes: the only wonder is, how 
you can potlibly entertain any. For ſay, 
wy friend, what is there of our conſtitu- 
tion that is not utterly ſubverted? Look 
round the republic and tell me (you who 
ſo well underſtand the nature of our go- 
vernment) what part of it remains un- 
broken or unimpaired ? Moſt unqueſtion- 
ably-there is not one: as I would pou 
in derail, if I imagined my own diſcern- 
ment was ſuperior to yours, or were ca- 
pable (notwithſtanding all your powerful 
«dmonitions and precepts) to dwell upon 


lo melancholy a ſubje& without being ex- 


tremely affected. But 1 will bear my 
domeſtic misfortunes in the manner you 
alſure me that I ought: and as to thoſe 
of the public I ſhall ſupport them, per- 
haps, with greater equanimity than even 
my friend, For (to repeat it again) 


you are not, it ſeems, without ſome ſort. 


of hopes; whereas for myſelf, I have 
abſolutely none; and ſhall therefore, in 
purſuance of your advice, preſerve my 
lpirits eyen in the midſt of deſpair, 'The 
plealing recollection of thoſe actions you 
recall to my remembrance, and which 
indeed j performed chiefly by your en- 


couragement and recommendation, will. 


greatly contribute to this end. To ſay 
tie truth, I have done every thing for 
the ſervice of my country that I ought, 
and more than could have been expected 
{om the courage and counſels of any 
man. You will pardon me, I hope, for 
peak ing in this advantageous manner of 
my own conduct.: but as you adviſe me 
to alleviate my preſent uneaſinefs by a 


tetroſpect on my paſt actions; I will con- 


— 
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feſs, that in thus commer oratin: them, 


I find great conſolation. 

I ſhall punctually obſerve your admo- 
nitions, by calling off my mind as much 
as poſſible from every thing that may diſ- 
turb its peace, and fixing it on thoſe ſpe- 
culations which are at once an ornament 
to ay os the ſupport of adver- 
ſiy. For this purpoſe I ſhall endeavour 
to ſpend as much of my time with you, 
as our health and years will mutually per- 
mit < and if we cannot meet ſo often as 
I am ſure we both wiſh, we ſhall always 
at leaſt ſeem preſent to each other by a 
ſympathy of hearts, and an union in the 
ſame _ philoſophical contemplations, 
Farewel. | E 


LE NR EN. 
Lucce ius to Cicero. 
[A. U. wh? | 
SHALL rejoice to hear that you are 
well. As to my own health, it is much 
as uſual ; or rather, I think, ſomewhat 
worſe. Wo ; 
I have frequently called at your door 
and am mock ſurpriſed to find that you 
have not been in Rome ſince Ceſar left 
it. What is it that ſa ſtrongly draws you 
from hence? If auy of your uſual en- 
gagements of the literary kind renders 
ou thus*enamoured of ſolitude, I am ſa 
ar from condemning your retirement, 
that I think of it with pleaſure. There 
is no ſort of life indeed that can be more 
agreeable, not only in times ſo diſturbed 
as the preſent, but even in thoſe of the 
moſt deſirable calm and ſerenity ; eſpe- 
cially to a mind like yours, which may 
have occaſion for repoſe from its public 
labours, and which is always capable of 
producing ſomething that will afford both 
pleaſure to others aud honaurto yourſelf. 
But if you have withdrawn . the 
world in order to give: a free vent to 
thoſe tears which you fa immoderately 
indulged when you were here, I ſhall 


. lament indeed your grief; but (if you 


will allow me to ſpeak the truth) I never 
can excuſe it. For tell me, my friend, 
is it poſſible that a man of your uncom- 
mon difcernmeat ſhould not perceive 
what is obyiqus to all mankind ? ls it 
poſſible you can be ignorant that your 
perpetual complaints can profit nothing. 
and only ſerve to micreaſe thoſe dif- 
quietudes which your good ſenſe requires 
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you to ſubdue ? But if arguments cannot 


prevail, intreaties perbaps may. Let me 
conjure you then by all the regard you bear 
me, to diſpel this gloom that hangs upon 
your heart ; to return to that ſociety and 


do thoſe occupatious which were either 


common to us both, or peculiar to your- 
ſelf. But though I would fain diſſuade 
u from continuing your preſent way of 
life, yet I would by no means ſuffer m 
zeal to be troubleſome, In the difficulty 
therefore of ſteering between thoſe two in- 
clinations, I will onlyadd my requeſt, that 
you would either comply with wy advice, 
or excuſe me for offering it. Farewel. 


LET 'E ER CXXXI. 
| To Lucius Lucceius. 


[A. U. 705. . f 
EWRT part of your laſt letter glowed 


with that warmth of friendſhip, which, 


though it was by no means new to me, I 
could not but obſerve with peculiar ſatiſ- 
faction; I would ſay pleaſure, if that were 
not a word to which J have now for ever 
bidden adieu: not merely, however, 
for the cauſe you ſuſpect, and for which, 
uncler the gentteſt and moſt affeionate 
terms, you in fact very ſeverely reproach 
me; but becauſe all that ought in reaſon 
to aſſuage the anguiſh of fo deepa wound, 
is abſolutely no more. For whither ſhall 
1 fly for conſolation? Is it to the bo- 
fom of my friends ? But tell me (for 
we have generally ſhared the ſame com- 
mon amities together) how few of that 
- pumber are remaining? how few that 
have not periſhed by the ſword, or that 
are not become ſtrangely inſenſible? You 
will ſay, perhaps, that I might ſeek my 
relief in your ſociety : and there indeed 
I would willingly feck it. The ſame ha- 
ditudes ard ſtudies, a long intercourſe of 
friendſnip- in ſhort, is there any ſort of 
dond, avy fingle circumitance of copnec- 
tion wanting to unite us together? Why 
then are we luch ſtrangers to one ano» 
ther ? For my own part, 1 know not: but 
this I know, that we have hitherto ſeldom 


met, I do not ſay in Rome, where the 


Forum uſually brings every budy toge- 
ther #, but when we were near neigh- 
Lours at Tuſculum and Putcolz. 


* The Forum was a place of general reſort 
for the whole city. It was here that” the 
| wyers pleaded their cauſes, that the poets 
recited their works, and chat funeral orations 
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I know not by what ill fate it has hap. 
pened, that at an age when I might ex. 
pect to flouriſh in the greateſt credit and 
dignity, I ſhould find myſelf in ſo wretch- 
ed a ſituation as to be aſhamed that I am 
ſtill in being. Deſpoiled indeed of every 
honour and every comfort that adorned 
my public life, or ſmoothed my private; 
what is it that can now afford me any re- 
fuge ? My books, I imagine you will 
tell me; and to theſe indeed I very afli- 
duouſly apply. For to what elſe can 1 
— have recourſe ? Yet even theſ 
eem to exclude me from that 
port which I fain would reach, and re- 


proach me, as it were, for prolonging 


that life which only increaſes my ſorrows 
with m Can you wonder then 
that I abſent myſelf from Rome, where 
there is nothing under my own roof toaf- 
ford me any ſatisfaction, and where 1 ab- 
hor both public men and public mea- 
ſures, both the forum and the ſenate ? 
For this reaſon it is that I wear away my 
days in a total applicationto literary pur- 
ſuits : not indeed as entertaining fo yain 


a hope, that I may find in them a com- 


pleta cure for my misfortunes, but in or- 
der to obtain at leaſt ſome little reſpite 
from their bitter remembrance. 

If thoſe dangers with which we were 
daily menaced, had not formerly pre- 
vented. both you and myſelf from re 
ing with that coolneſs we ought, to 
ſhould never have been thus ſeparaſed. 
Had that proved to have been the cafe, 
we ſhould both of us have ſpared our- 
ſelves much uneaſineſs: as I ſhould not 
have indulged ſo many groundleſs fears 
tor your health, nor you for the, conſe- 
quences of my grief. Let us repair 
then this unlucky miſtake as well as we 
may: and as nothing can be more ſuita- 
ble to both of us, than the company of 
each other, I purpoſe to be with you in 
a few days. Farewel, 


LETTER CXXXII. 
To Tiro. 


[A. U. 708. ]) | 
PELIEVE me, my dear Tiro, I am 
greatlyanxious for your health: hon - 


ever, if you preſerve in the ſame cautious 


were ſpoken in honour of the dead, It was 
here, in ſhort, every thing was going forward, 
that could engage the active or amule the idle. 
Vid. Hor. lib. 1. ſat. 4. 74. fat. 6. 4% , 
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regimen which you have hitherto ob- 
ſerved, you will ſoon, I truſt, be well. 
As to my li ; I beg you would put 
the books in order, and take a catalogue 
of them, when your phyſician ſhall give 
you his conſent: for it is by his direc- 
tions you muſt now be governed, With 
reſpeQ to the gardener ; I leave you to 
adjuſt matters as you ſhall judge proper. 

think you might come to Rome on 
the firſt of next month, in order to ſee 
the gladiatorial combats, and return the 
following day : but let this be entirely 
as is moſt agreeable to your own inclina- 
tions. In the mean time, if you have 
any affection for me, take care of your 
health. Farewel.. 


LETTER CXXXIL 
| Vatinius to Cicero. 


From the camp at Narona *, July the 11th. 


[A. U.708.] 
F you have not renounced your uſual 
cuſtom of defending the cauſe of your 
friends, an old client of yours defires to 
engage you as his aulvocate :- and as you 
formerly protected him in his humilia- 


tion , 1 dare ſay you will not now aban- 


don him in his glory. Whoſe aid indeed 
can | ſo properly invoke upon the occa- 
lion of my victories, as that generous 
friend's, who firſt taught me how to van- 
1u/hT? Can I doubt that he who had 
the courage to withſtand a combination of 
the moſt powerful men in Rome, who 
had conſpired my ruin, will not be able 
to deat down the envious and malignant 
efforts of a little contemptible party, that 
may endeavour to oppoſe my honours ? 
If U ſtill then retain the ſhare I once en- 
joyec! of your friendſhip, take me, I in- 


treat you, wholly under your protection, 


& one whoſe dignities it is incumbent 
upon you both to ſupport and advance. 
You are ſenſible that I ave many ene- 
wits, whoſe malevolence I have in no 
tort deſerved ; but what avails innocence 
*painſt ſo unaccountable a fate? If theſe 
therefore ſhould any of them attempt to 


la Liburnia, now called Croatia, and 
which formed part cf Vatinius's government. 
r When Cicero, much to his diſhonour, 
WEendey Vatinius a 
Licinius Calvus. 

1 Alluding- to his having, by the aſſiſtance 
of Cicero's eloquence, vanquiſhed his adver- 


aries in the proſecution incationcd in the 
v\ding note. : | 


me. 


gainll the impeachment of 


E N 1. ; >< 


obſtru& the honours I am ſoliciting ; I 
con jure you to exert your generousothices, 
as uſual, in defence of your abſent friend. 
In the mean time, you will find at the 
bottom of this letter a copy of the diſ- 
patches I ſend by this expreſs to the ſe- 
nate, cancerning the ſucceſs of my arms. 
Being informed that the flave whom 
you employ as your reader, had eloped 
from you into the country of the Var- 


dæi Sp, I have cauſed diligent ſearch to 


be made after him, although I did not 
receive your commands for that purpoſe. 
I doubt not of recovering him, unleſs he 
ſhould take refuge in Dalmatia || : and 
even in that caſe, I do not entirely de- 
ſpair. Farewel, and continue to love 


- 


LETTER CXXXIV. 
To Tiro, | 


[A. U. 508,] | 

you are not miſtaken in ſuppoſing me 
deſirous of your company: bur in- 
deed I am extremely apprehenſive of 
our yenturing upon ſo long a journey. 
The abſtinence you have been obliged ts 
obſerve, the evacuations you have under- 
one, together, with the violence of your 
— r itſelf, have too much impaired. 
your ſtrength for ſo great fatigue: and 
any negligence after diſorders ſo ſevere 
as yonrs, is generally attended with con- 
ſequences of the moſt dangerous kind. 
You cannot reach Cuma in lefs than two 
days; and it will coſt you five more tu 
complete your expedition, But I pur- 
ſe to be with you at Formiæ towards 
the end of this month: and I hope, my 
dear Tiro, it will not be your fault if [ 
ſhould not have the ſatisfaction of fiuding 
you perfectly recovered. 
My ſtudies languiſh for want of your 
aſſiſtance : however, the letter you ſent 
by Acaſtus has ſomewhat enlivened them. 
Pompeius is now here, and prefſes me 
much to read ſome of my compoſitions 
but I jocoſely, though at the ſame time 
truly, aſſure him, that all my muſes are 
filent in your abſence. I hope there- 
fore you will prepare to attend them with 


f A people contiguous to Dalmatia, 
Dalmatia made part of the province of 
Hlyricum : but it was not at this time entirely 
ſubdued to the Roman government. 


your 
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your uſual good offices. You may de- 
pend upon mine in the artiele and at the 
time I promiſed : for as I taught you the 
etymology of the word des, be aſſured I 

all act up to its full import. Take 
care, I charge you, to re-eſtabliſh your 
health: mine is perfectly well. Adieu. 


LETTER CXXXV. 
To IVarro. 


IA. U. 708.]. 

T0 importune the execution of a pro- 
: miſe is a ſort of ill- manners, of which 
the populace themſelves, unleſs they are 
particularly inſtigated for that purpoſe, 
are ſeldom guilty . I cannot, however, 
forbear, I will not ſay to demand, but 
to remind you of a favour, which you 
long ſince gave me reaſon to expect. To 
this end, 1 have ſent you four admoni- 
tors +: but admonitors, perhaps, whom 
you will not losk upon as extremely mo- 
deſt. They are certain philoſophers, whom 
I have choſen from among the diſciples 
of the later Academy J: and confidence, 
you know, is the characteriſtic of this 
ſet F. I am apprehenſive therefore that 
you may conſider them as fo many im- 
rtunate duns, when my meaning only 
is, that they ſhould preſent themſelves 
before you as modeſt petitioners. But to 
drop my metaphor; I have long denied 
myſelf the fatisfaQion oſaddreſſing to you 
ſome of my works, in expectation — 048 
ceiving a compliment ot the ſame kind 
- from yourſelf. I waited therefore in or- 
/ der to make you a return as nearly as 


® This alludes to the promiſes of public 
ſhews which were frequently made to the peo- 
ple, by the magiſtrates and others, who af- 
ie ed popularity, | 

+ Theſe were dialogues entitled Academica; 
which appear from hence to have originally 
conſiſted of four books, though there is only 
part of one now remaining. 

The followers of the Academic philoſophy 
were divided into two ſects, called the e and 
| the new. The founder of the former was 
Plato; of the latter Arceſilas. 
diſpute between them ſeems to have related 
to the degree of evidence upon which human 
knowledge is founded : the earlier Academics 
maintaining that ſome propoſitions were cer- 
tain; the latter, that none were more than 
probable. Vid. Academ. 1. paſſim. 


 {F Alluding to their practice of queſtioning 
all. opinions, and aſſent ing to none. 


The principal 
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poſſible of the ſame nature. But as I am 
willing to impute pour delaying this fa- 
vour, to the deſire of rendering it ſo 
much the more perfect; I could no 
longer refrain from telling the world, in 
the beſt manner 1 was able, that we are 
united both in our affections and in our 
ſtudies. With this view 1 have drawn 
up a dialogue which I ſuppoſe to have 

led between you and myſelf in con- 
junction with Atticus ; and have laid the 
icene in your Cuman villa, The part! 
have aſſigned to you, is to defend (what 


if I miſtake not you approve) the ſenti- 


ments of Antiochus ||: as I have choſen 
myſelf to maintain the principles of Phi- 
lo. You will wonder to find, perhaps, 
in the peruſal of this piece, that I have 
repreſented a converſation, which in truth 
we never had: but you muſt remember 
the privilege which dialogue writers haye 
always aſſumed. | 

And now, my dear Varro, let me hope 
that we ſhall hereafter enjoy together 
many of theſe philoſophical converſations, 
If we have too long neglected them, the 
public occupations in which we were en- 
yaged muſt de our apology : but the 
time is now arrived when we have no 
ſuch excuſe to plead. May we then 


exerciſe theſe ſpeculations together, un- 


der a fixed and peaceable government at 
leaſt, if not under one of the mot eligi- 
ble kind! Though indeed if chat were ta 
prove the caſe, far other employments 
would engage qur honourable labours, 
But as atlaſes are at preſent ſituated, 
what is there elſe that can render life de- 
ſirable? For my own part, it is with 
difficulty I endure it, even with all the 
advantages of their powerful affiſtance: 
but without them, it would be utterly in- 
ſupportable, But we ſhall talk further 
and frequently upon the ſubject, when ve 
meet: in the mean time I give you joy 
of tlie new habitation you have purchaſed, 
and highly approve of your removal. 
Farewel, | 


A philoſopher at Athene, whoſe leQures 
Varro had formerly attended, He maintained 
the doct: ines of the ei Academy. Cic. Aca- 

em. l. 3. | 
A Greek philofopher, who profeſſed the 
ſceptical principles of the nexv Academy. Al- 
tiochus had been bred under him, though be 


afterwa:ds became a convert to the oppeſie 
tea, | 
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LETTER CXXXVI, 
9 The; 
[A. U. 708.] 


WHY ſhould you not direct your let- 


ters to me With the familiar, ſuper- 
ſcription which one friend generally uſes 
to another? However, if you are unwill- 
ing to hazard the enyy which this privi- 
lege may draw upon you, be it as you 
think proper: though for my own 
part, it is a maxim which I have gene- 
rally purſued with reſpect to myſelf, to 
treat envy with the utmoſt diſregard. 

I rejoice that you found fo much bene- 
ft by your ſudorific : and ſhould the air 
of UH uſculum be attended with the ſame 
happy efte&t, how iutinitely will it in- 
creaſe my fondneſs for that- favourite 
ſcene! 1f you love.me then (and if you 
do not, you are undoubredly the moſt ſue- 
ceſsful of all dilſemblers), conſeerate your 
whole time to the care of your health ; 
which hitherto indeed your aſſiduous at- 
teuelauce upon myſelf has but too much 
prevented, You well know the rules 
which it is neceſſary you ſhould obſerve 
for this purpoſe ; and I need not tell you 
that your diet ſhould be light, and your 
exerciſes moderate; that you ſhould kee 
oe body open, and your mind os 

it your, care, in ſhort, to return to me 
perfectly recovered : and I ſhall ever af- 
terwards not only love you, but Tuſcu- 
lum ſo much the more ardently. 

1 wiſh you could prevail with your 
neighbour to take my garden; as it will 
de the molt effectual means of vexing 
that raſcal Helico. This fellow, although 
he paid a thouſand ſeſterces & for the 
rent of a piece of cold barren ground, 
that had not ſo much as a wall or a thed 
upon it, or was ſupplied with a ſingle 
drop of water, has yet the aſſurance to 
laugh at the price I require for mine; 
notwithſtanding all the money I have 
bid out upon improvements. But let it 
* your buſineſs to ſpirit the man into 
our terms; as it ſhall be mine to make 
the ſame artful attack upon Otho. 

Let me know what you have done with 
reſpect to the fountain: though poſſibly 


this wet ſeaſon may now have overſup-. 


plied it with water. If the weather 
ſhould prove fair, I will ſend the dial, to- 
g*ther with the books you defire. But 
o happened it that you took none with 


About 81, of our mocey. 


victory over the lens of Pompey, 
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you? Was it that you were employed in 
ſome poetical compoſition upon the mo- 
del of your admired Sophocles ? If ſo, I 
hope you will ſoou vblige the world with 
your performance. | 
Ligurius, Cæſar's great favourite, is 
dead, He was a very worthy man, and ' 
much my friend. Let me know when L 
may expect you: in the mean time be 
careful of your health. Farewel. 


LETTER CXXXVIII. 
| To Leptd. 


[A. U. — 
[ AM glad that Macula has acted agree- 
ably to the good offices I have a right 
to expact from him, b 
a 


y oftering me the 
uſe of his houſe. I always thought the 


man's Falernian Þ was well enough for 


road-wine z and only doubted whether 
he had ſufficient room to receive my re- 


tinue : beſides, there is ſomething in the 
ſituation of his villa that does not dif- - 


pleaſe me. However, I do not give up 
my deſign upon Petrinum J. But it has 
too, many charms to be uſed only as an 
occaſional lodging: its beauties deſerve 
a much longer ſtay. | 
Balbus is confined with a very ſeyere 
fit of the gout, and does not admit any 
viſitors ; ſo that I have not been able to 
ſee him ſince you left Rome. However, 
I have talked with Oppius concerning 
your requeſt to be appointed one of the 
managers of Cæſar's games g. But in 
my opinion it would be moſt adviſable 
not to undertake this trouble; as you will 
by no means find it ſubſervient to the 
2 you have in view. For Cæſar is 
urrounded with ſuch a multitude of pre- 
tenders to his friendſhip, that he is more 
likely to leſſen, than increaſe, the num- 
ber; eſpecially where a man has no 
higher ſervice to recommend him, than 
what ariſes from littleofkces of this kind: 
a circumſtance too, which Ceſar poſſibly 
may never be acquainted with, But if he 


' ſhould, he would look upon himſelf ra- 


+ This was a favourite wine among the 
Romans, which took its name from F-lernus, 
a little hill in Campania wheie the grape was 
produced. | 
I A town in Campania, where Lepta had 
a villa. | 

$ Theſe were games which Czfar purpoſed 
to exhibit in the ſeveral quarters of Rome 
upon his return ſrom Spain, in honour of his 
Suet. in 


ther 


vit. Jul. 


ther as having conferred, than received, 
a favour, Nevertheleſs, I will try if this 
affair can be managed in ſuch a manner 
as to give you any reaſonable hope that it 
will anſwer your purpoſe : otherwiſe, I 
think you ſhould be ſo far from deſiring 
the employment, that you ought by all 
means to avoid it. 
I believe I ſhall ſtay ſome time at Aſ- 
tura#®; as I purpoſe to wait there the ar- 
rival of Cæſar +. Farewel. 


LETTER CxxxviII. 
To Dolabella. | 


(A. U 708.] IT. 
REJOICE to find that Baiz has 
changed its nature, and is become on 
a ſudden ſo wondrous /alutary J. But per- 
haps it is only in complaiſance to 


ef. 
friend, that it thus ſuſpends its uſual ef- 


fects, and will reſume its wonted quali- 
ties the moment you depart. I ſhall not 
be ſurpriſed ſhould this prove to be the 
caſe; nor wonder indeed if heaven and 
earth ſhould alter their general tenden- 


cies, for the ſake of a man who has, ſo 


much to recommend him to the favour 
of both. 1 

I did not imagine that I had preſerved 
among my papers, the trifling ſpeech 


which I made in behalf of Deiotarus : 


however, I have found it, and ſent itto 
you agreeahly to your requeſt, You will 
read it as a performance which was by 

no means off conſequence enough to de- 


ſerve much care in the compolition: and 


to ſay truth, I was willing to make my 
old friend and hoſt a preſent of the ſame 
indelicate kind with his own. 

May you ever preſerve a virtuous and 
a generous mind ! that the moderation 


and integrity of your conduct may prove 


a living reproach to'the violende and in- 


town in the Campagni di Roma, ſituated 

near the ſea coalt between Civita Vechia and 
Monte Circello; where Cicero had a villa. It 
was about two years after the date of this let- 
ter, that Cicero was murdered near this villa 
by the order of Antony. ; 

+ Fr wm Spain. 5 

1 Dolabella had probably informed Cicero 
in a letter from Baiz, of the ſalutary effects 
de experienced from the waters of that place: 
in anſwer to which Cicero plays upon the am- 
biaunu meaning of the word ſalubres, and 
zoplies in a moral ſenſe what Dolabella hid 
uſcd in à medicinal. : 
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juſtice of ſome others amongſt our con. | 


temporaries! Farewel. 
-"LBTEEOR eb. 
Vatinius to Cicero, 


Narona, Dec. the 15th, [A. U. nog.) 
HAVE not been able to do any thing 
to the purpoſe, with regard to your li- 

brarian Dionyſius; and indeed my en- 
deavours have hitherto proved ſo much 
the leſs effectual, as the ſeverity of the 


weather, which obliged me to retreat out 


of Dalmatia, ſtill detains me here. How. 
ever, I will not deſiſt till I have gotten him 
into my cuſtody. But ſurely 1 am alway; 
to find ſome difficulty or other in exe- 
cuting your commands: why elſe did you 
write to me—l know not what in favour 


of Catilius &? But avaunt, thou inſidious 


tempter, with thy dangerous interceſſions! 
And our friend Servilius too (for mine 
my heart prompts me tocall him, as well 
as yours) is, it ſeems, a joint petitioner 
with you in this requeſt. Is it uſual then, 
I ſhould be glad to know, with you 6ra- 
tors to be the advocates of ſuch clients, 
and in ſuch cauſes ? ls it uſual to plead 
in behalf of the moſt cruel of the human 
race ? in defence of a man who has mur- 
dered our fellow-citizens, plunderedtheit 
houſes, raviſhed their wives, and laid 
whole regions in deſolation ? This worth- 
leſs wretch had the infolence likewiſe to 
take up arms againſt myſelf; and he is 
now, 'tis true, my pritoner, But tell | 
me, my dear Cicero, in what manner 
can I act in this attair ? I would not will- 
ingly refuſe any thing to your requeſt: 
andas faras my own private reſentment 
is concerned, 1 will, in compliance with 
your deſires, remit the punithment I in- 
tended. But what ſhall I anſwer to thoſe 
unhappy ſufferers, who require ſatisfac- 
tion tor the loſs ot their ettects, and the 
deſtruction of their ſuips? who call for 
vengeance on the murderer of their big 
thers, their children and their patents! 
Believe me, if 1 had ſucceeded to the 
impudence as well asto the office of Ap- 


| pius, I could not have the atlurance o 


Y This man was quæſtor in the year 701; 
and during the civil war was intruſted with 
ſome naval command: but it appears by the 
preſe:t letter that he Hag turned pirate, and 
committed great cruelties: and deprecations 
Upricum. Tish. dn 


withſtand 


upon the coalts of 


0 
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theleſs, I will do every thing that lies in 
my power to gratify your inclinations. 
He * be defended at his trial by Vo- 
lufius : and if his proſecutors can be van - 


uiſned by eloquence, there is great rea- 
: fon to expect that the force of 


your diſ- 
ciple's rhetoric will put them to flight., 
depend upon your being my ad vocate 
at Rome, if there ſhould be any occaſion. 
Ceſar indeed has not yet done me the 
juſtice to move for a public thankſgiving 
for the ſucceſs of my arms in Dalmatia : 
as if, in truth, I were not entitled to 
more, and might not juſtly claimthe ho- 
nour of a triumph! But as there are 
above threeſcore cities that have entered 
into an alliance with the Dalmatians, be- 
ſides the twenty, of which that country 


_ anciently conſtſted ; if I am not to be 


honoured with a public thankſgiving till 


I ſhall have taken pong one of theſe con- 


ſiderable towns, Ll ama by no means upon 
equal terms with the reſt of our generals, 
lramediately after the ſenate had ap- 
pointed the former thankſgiving for my 
victories, I marched into Dalmatia ; 
where Lattackedand made myſelf maſter 
of ſix of their towns. One of theſe, 
which was of very conſiderable ſtrength, 
I might fairly ſay that I took four ſeveral 
times. For it was ſurrounded by a for- 
tihcation conſiſting of four different walls; 
which were defended by as many forts : 
through all which 1 forced my way to 
the citadel, which I likewiſe compelled 
to ſurrender. But the exceſſive ſeverity 
ofthe cold, together with the deep ſnows 
that fell at the ſame time, obliged me to 
retreat: ſo that k had the mortification, 
my dear Cicero, to find myſelf under the 
neceſſity ofabandoning my conqueſts, juſt 
a5 I was upon the point of finiſhing the 
war, I intreat you then, if occaſion 
ſnould require, to be my advocate with 
Crſar, and in every other reſpect to take 
my intereſt under your protection; in the 
allurance, that no man poſſe ſſes aꝝ higher 
degree of affection for you than myſelf, 


* | 
LETTER Cx. 19-1 
To Curius. 


[A, 


| U. 709.] 
TI true J once both adviſed and ex- 


horted you to return into Italy: but 


am ſo far from being in the ſame ſeuti- 


all their true and odious colours. 
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withſtand their cries for juſtice, Never 


ments at reſent, that on the contrary, I 
wiſh to eſcape myſelf, | 


To ſome bleſt clime remote from Pelops' 
race *. 


My heart indeed moſt ſeverely reproaches 


me for ſubmitting to be the witneſs of 


their unworthy deeds. Undoubtedly, my 
friend, you long ſince foreſaw our evil 
days approaching, when you wiſely took 
your flight from theſe unhappy regions : 
for though it muſt needs be painful to 
hear a relation of what is going forward 
amongſt us; yet far more intolerable it 
ſurely is, to be the ſad ſpectator of ſo 
wretched a ſcene. One advantage at 
leaſt you have certainly gained by your 
abſence ; it has ſpared you the mortifica- 
tion of being preſent at the late general 
aſſembly for the election of queſtors. At 


ſeven in the morning, the tribunal of 


Quintus Maximus the conſul, as they 
called him, was placed in the field of 
Marst : when news being brought of his 
ſudden death, it was immediat-ly re- 
moved. But Cæſar, notwithitand ng he 
had taken the auſpices I as for an ailem- 


| 5 of the tribes, converted it into that 


of the centuries; and at one“ in the after- 
noon declared Caninius duly elected 
conſul. Be it recorded then, that during 
the conſulate of Caninius, no man had 
time to dine; and yet that there was not 
a ſingle diſturbance of any kind com- 
mitted: for he was a magiſtrate, you 
muſt know, of ſuch wonderful vigilauce, 
that he never once ſlept througho + his 
whole adminiſtration. The truth of it is, 
his adminiſtration continued only ro the 
end of the year; and both expired the 
very next morning.. But ridiculous as 
theſe tranſactions may appear to you, who 
are placed at' ſo great a diſtance from 
them ; believe me, you could not refrain 
from tears, if you were to ſee them in 
How 
would you be affected then, were Ito men- 
tion the numberleſs inſtances of the ſame 
arbitrary kind which daily occur! For 
my own part, they would be utterly in- 
ſupportable to me, had I not taken re- 
fuge in philoſophy; and enjoyed likewiſe 


* Alluding to the Cæſarian party. 
+ Where the poll for the election of ma- 


giitrates was uſually taken. It was ſituated 


on the bai ks of the Tiber. 


No aſſembly of the people could be regu- 
laily held, nor any public act performed, till 
the zugurs bad declared the omens were fa- 


vourable for the purpoſe in agitation, 
N | 


\ 
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that friend of ours * for the companion 
of my ſtudies, whoſe property, you tell 
me, you are. However, ſince you aſſure 
me at the ſame time, that all the benefit 
which can ariſe from you, belongs ſolely 
to myſelf; | am perfectly well contented : 
for what can property give more? 
Acilius, who is ſent into Greece at 
the head of ſome legions as ſucceſſor to 
Sulpicius, has great obligation to me: 
for I ſucceſsfully defended him in two 
capital proſecutions, before the com - 
mencement of our public troubles. He 
is a man of a very grateful diſpoſition, 
and one who, upon all occaſions, treats 
me with much regard. Accordingly I 


herewith ſend you a letter which I have 


written to him in your ſavour, in the 
ſtrongeſt terms: and I deſire you will 
let me know what promiſes he ſhall give 
you in cenſequence of my recommenda- 
tion. Farewel, 


L ET TE & CALI. 
To Audtus, ' Proconſul. 


U. 50g.] ; 

N confidence of that ſhare you allow 
me in your eſteem, and of which you 
gave me ſo many convincing proots 
during the time we continued together 
at Brundifium, I claim a fort of right of 
applying to you upon any occaſion wherein 
| am particularly intereſted, I take the 
liberty therefore of writing to you in be- 
half of Marcus Curius, a merchant at 
Patrz, with whom I am moſt intimately 
united. Many are the good offices which 
have mutually paſſed between us: and 
v hat indeed is of the greateſt weight, 
they reciprocally flowed from the moſt 
pertect attection. If then you have reaſon 
to promiſe yourſelf any advantage from 
my friendſkip; if you are inclined to ten- 
der the obligations you have. formerly 
conferred upon me, if paſſible, even ſtill 
more valuable; in a word, if you are 
perſuaded that I hold a place in the 
elteem of every perſon in your family; 
let theſe conſiderations induce you to 
comply with my requeſt in favour of Cu- 
ris, Receive him, I conjure you, under 
vour protection, and preſerve both his 
perſon and his property from every in- 
jury and every inconvenience to which 


* Atticus. 


ELEGANT EPISTLES. Book l. 


they may be expoſed. In the mean time, 
Iwill venture to aſſure you myſelf (what 
all your family will, I doubt not, confirm) 
that you may depend _ deriving great 
ſatisfaction from my Inq wax as well 
as much advantage from the faithful re. 
turns of my gratitude, Farewel, 


IEEE CART: 
To. Curius. 


| [A. U. 70g.] 

YOUR letter affords me a very evident 

proof, that I poſſeſs the higheſt ſhare 
of your eſteem, and that you are ſenſi. 
ble how much you are endeared to mein 
return: both which I have ever been de- 
ſirous ſhould be placed beyond a doubt. 
Since then weare thus firmly aſſured of 
each other's affection; let us-endeayour 
to vie in our mutual good offices : a con- 
teſt, in which I am perfectly indifferent 
on which ſide the ſuperiority may ap- 
pear. 9 85 
am well pleaſed that you had no oc- 
caſion to deliver my letter to Acilius, I 
find likewiſe that you had not much, for 
the ſervices of Sulpicius; having made 
ſo great a progreſs, it ſeems, in your at- 
fairs as to have curtailed them (to uſe 
your own ludicrous expreſſion) both of 
head and feet. I wiſh, however, you had 
ſpared the latter, that they might proceed 
a little faſter, and give us an opportu- 
nity of one day ſeeing you again in Rome. 
We want you indeed, in order to preſerve 
that good old vein of pleaſantry, which 
is now, you may perceive, well-nigh 
worn out amongſt us: inſomuch that At- 
ticus may properly enough ſay, as he 
often, you know, uſed, ** if it were not 
for two or three of us, my friends, 
** what would become of the ancient 
„glory of Athens? Indeed, as the 
honour of being the chief ſupport of At- 


tic elegance devolved upon Hays ym} 


when you left Italy; ſo in his abſence, It 
has now deſcended upon me. Haſten 
your return then, I beſeech you, m 
friend; leſt every ſpark of wit, as well as 
of liberty, ſhould be irrecoverably ex- 
tinguiſhed with the republic. Farewel. 


+ Pomponius Atticus. 
EBT E R 


with you was, that you might ee 


Se. I. 


LETTER CXLIII. 


To Tiro. 
[A. U. 10g.] 


Nor wITBoTANDING I wrote this 


morning by Harpatus, and nothing 


forbear making uſe of this opportunity 
of conveying a ſecond letter to you upon 
the ſame ſubject: not, however, as enter- 


new has ſince "ſe of yet I cannot 


taining the leaſt diſtruſt of your care, but 


becauſe the buſineſs in which I have em- 
ployed you, is of the laſt importance to 
me, My whole deſign indeed in parting 


ſettle my affairs. I defire, therefore, 
in the firſt place, that the demands of 
Otillius and Aurelius may be ſatisfied. 
Your next endeavour muſt be, to obtain 
part at leaſt, if you can procure the 
whole, of what is due to me from Flam- 
ma: and particularly inſiſt on his making 
this payment by the firſt of January. 
With regard to that debt which was 


aſſigned over to me, I beg you would 


exert your utmoſt diligence to recover it: 
but as to the advance- payment of the 
other not yet due, I leave you to act as 
you ſhall judge proper. And this much 
for my private concerns. As to thoſe 
of the public; I defire you would ſend 
me all the certain intelligence you can 
collect. Let me know what Octavius 
and Antony are doing ; . what is the ge- 
neral opinion of Rome; and what turn 
you imagine affairs are likely to take, I 
can ſcarcely forbear running into the 
midſt of the ſcene: but I reſtrain myſelf, 
in the expectation of your letter. 


Your news concerning Balbus proves 
true: he was at Aquinum at the time 


you were told; and Hirtius followed him 
thither the next day. I imagine they 
are both going to the waters of Baie : 
butlet meknow what you can diſcover of 


their motions. 


D) not forget to remind the agents of 
Dolabella® ; nor to inſiſt upon the pay- 


ment of what is due from Papia. Fare- 
wel. | 


* It appears by the letters written to Atti. 
cus at this time, that Cicero had ſome conſi— 
ierabledemands upon Dolabella : which ae, 
it 's-probable, from th latter not having yet 
returned the whole of Tullia's portion, agice- 
W!y io the Roman laws in caſes of divorce, 
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LETTER CXLIV. 
To Bythinicus . 


: [A. U. 709.] 
1 HAVE many reaſons to wiſh that the 

republic may be reſtored: but, believe 
me, the promiſe you give me in your 
tetter, renders it ſtill more ardently my 
deſire, You aflyre me, if that happy 
event ſhould take place, you will conſe- 
crate your whole time to me: an af- 
ſurance which I received with the greateſt 
pleaſure, as it is perfectly agreeable to 


the friendſhip in which we are united, 


and to the opinion which that excellent 
man your father entertained of me. You 
have received more conſiderable ſervices, 
I confeſs, from the men who are, or 
lately were, in power, than any that I 
have been capable of conferring upon 
you: but in all other reſpects, there is 
no perſon whoſe connections with you 
are ofa ſtronger kind than my own. It 
is with great ſatisfaQion, therefore, that 
I find you not only preſerve our friend- 
ſhip in your remembrance, but are deſi- 
rous likewiſe of increaſing its ſtrength. 
Farewel. | 


LETTER. CALY; 
To Tiro. 


ö [A. U. 709.] 
IF you ſhould have an opportunity, you 
* may regiſter the money you mention: 
though indeed it is an acquiſition which 
it is not ablolutely requiſite to enrol J. 
However, it may perhaps be as well. 
have received a letter from Balbus, 
wherein he excuſes himſelf for not giving 
me an account of Antony's intentions 
concerning the law I inquired after ; be- 
cauſe he has gotten, it ſeems, a violent 
defluxion upon his eyes. Excellent ex- 
cuſe, it muſt be owned! For if a man 
is not able to write; molt certainly, you 
know, he cannot dictate! But let the 


7 This perſon is ſuppoſed by Manutius, to 
be the ſon of Quintus Pompeius, who obtained 
the name of Bithynicus, in honour of his con- 
queſts in Bithynia. 

1 The cenſors every five years numbered 
the people: at which. time each citizen was 
obliged to give an exact account of his eſtate. 
But if in the interval a man had made any 
new acquiſition, he was requires to enter it 
before the prætor. 

N 3 | . ' world, 
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world go as it will, fo 1 may fit down 
quietly here in the country. 


I have'written to Bithynicus.— As 


to what you mention concerning Servi- 
lius; you who are a young man may 


think length of days a deſirable circum- 
ſtance ; but for myſelf, I have no ſuch 


- wiſh®, Atticus nevertheleſs imagines, 


that J am ſtill as anxious for the preſerv; 
ation of my life as he once knew me; 
not obſerving how firmly I have fince 
fortified my heart with all the ſtrength of 


wry ay The truth of it is, he is now 


ized in his turn with a panic himſelf; 


and would endeavour to infect me with 


the ſame groundleſs apprehenſions. But 


it is my intention to preſerve that friend- 
ſhip unviolated, which I have ſo long en- 
joyed with 8 and accordingly 1 
intend writing to him very foon. I mall 


| defer my letter, however, till your re- 


turn : but I do not mention this with any 
deſign of calling you off from the buſi- 
neſs you are tranſacting, and Which in- 
deed is much more nearly my concern. 

expect a viſit from Lepta to-mor- 
row ; and ſhall have occaſion for all the 
ſweets of your converſation, to temper 
the bitterneſs with which his will be at- 
tended, Farewel. 


LE TT ER CAEVE.-  » 
To Dolabella, Conſul. 
A. U. 50g.) 


] DESIRE no greater ſatisfaction, my 
dear Dolabella, than what ariſes to me 
from the diſintereſted part I take in the 


glory you have lately acquired: however, 


I cannot but acknowledge, I am infinitely 


pleaſed to find that the world gives me 
a ſhare in the merit of your late applauded 
conduct, I daily meet in this place great 
numbers of the firſt rank in Rome, who 
are aflembled here for the benefit of their 
health, as well as a muititude of my 
friends from the principal cities in Italy : 
and they all agree in joining their parti- 
cular thanks to me, with thoſe unbounded 
praiſes they beflow upon you. They 
every one of them indeed tell me, that 
they are perſuaded it is owing to your 
compliance with my counſels and admo- 


nitions, that you approve yourſelf ſo ex- 
.cellent a patriot and ſo worthy a conſul. I 


* Servilius Iſauricus died about this time, 
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might with ſtrict truth aſſure them, that 


you are much ſuperior to the want of be- 
ing adviſed Ly any man; and that your 
actions are the free and genuine reſult of 
your own uniufſuenced judgment. But 
although I do not entirely acquieſce in 
their compliment, as it would leſſen the 
credit of your conduct, if it ſhould be ſup- 
poſed to flow altogether from my ſuggef- 
tions; yet neither do I wholly rej && it: 
for the love of praiſe is a Ki! oy which 
I am apt, you know, ſomewhat too im- 


moderately to * Vet aſter all, to 


take counſel of a Neſtor, as it was an 
honour to the character even of that kj 
of kings, Agamemnon himſelf, it can- 
not ſurely be unbecoming the dignity of 
yours. It is certainly, at leaſt, much to 
the credit of mine, that while in this 
early period of your life you are thus ex- 
erciſing the ſupreme magiſtracy with uni- 
verſal admiration and applauſe, you are 
conſidered as directed by my guidance 
and formed by my inſtructions, 

I lately paid a viſit to Lucjus Cæſar 
at Naples; and though I found him ex- 
tremely indiſpoſed, and full of pain in 
every part of his body, yet the moment 
I entered his chamber he raiſed himſelf 
with an air of tranſport, and without al- 
lowing himſelf time to ſalute me, 0 
my dear Cicero,” ſaid he, I give 
you joy of your influence over Dola- 
bella, and had I the ſame credit with 
my nephew, our country might now 
be preſerved. But I not only con- 
gratulate your friend on his worthy 
conduct, but deſire you would return 
him ny particular acknowledgments: 
as indeed he the ſingle conſul who 
has aCted with true ſpirit, ſince you 
filled that office.“ He then proceeded 
to enlarge upon your late glorious action; 
repreſenting it as equal to the moſt illuſ- 
trious and important ſervice that ever 
was rendered tothe commonwealth, And 
in this he only echoed the general voice 


of the whole republic. Suffer me then 


to take poſſeſſion of thoſe encomiums to 


which I am by no means entitled; and 


in ſome ſort to participate with you in 
that general applauſe you have acquired. 
To be ſerious however (for you will not 
imagine that I make this requeſt in good 
earneſt), I would much rather reſign to 
vou the whole of my own glory (if there 
be any indeed J can juſtly claim), than 
arrogate to myſelſ the leaſt 3 

that 


SG 


. 
-«. 


” — d ty» 8 0 = 


R W IB» wt —__ 


K 
that which is ſo unqueſtionably your due. 
For as you cannot but be ſenſible that 1 
have ever loved you; ſo your late beha- 
viour has raiſed that aflection into the 


higheſt poſh ble ardour : as in truth there 
caunot be any thing more engagingly 


fair, more irreſiſtibly amrable, than the 


patriot- virtues. I need not tell you how 
greatly the exalted talents and polite 
manners, together with the ſingular ſpirit 
and probity of Marcus Brutus, had ever 
endeared him to my heart. Neverthe- 
leſs, his late glorious atchievement on 


the ides of March, has wonderfully 


heightened that eſteem I bore him: and 
which 1 had always looked upon as too 
exalted to admit ofany farther advance. 
lu the ſame manner, who would have 
imagined that my friendſhip towards 
yourſelf was capable of increaſe ! yet it 
actually has increaſed ſo very conſiderab- 
ly, that the former ſentiments of my 
heart ſeem to have been nothing more 
than common affection, in compariſon of 
that tranſcendaut paſſion which I now 
teel for you. 

Can it be neceſlary that I ſhould either 
exhort you to preſerve theglory you have 
acquired, or agreeably to the uſual ſtyle 
of admonition, ſet beture your view ſome 
avimating examples of illuſtrious merit? 


| could mention none for this purpoſe, 


more forcible than your on; and you 
have only to endeavour to act up to the 
character you have already attained. It 
is impoſſible indeed, after having per- 
t5rmed ſa ſignal a ſervice to your coun- 
try, that you would ever deviate from 
yourle!lf, Inſtead therefore of ſending 
vou any unneceſſary exhortations, let me 
rather congratulate you upon this noble 
a play of your patriotiſm. It is your 
privilege (and a privilege, perhaps, 
winch no one ever enjoyed before) to 
lave exerciſed the ſeveral acts of neceſ- 
ſary juitice, not only without incurring 


avy odivm, but with the greateſt popu- 


larityz with the approbation of the low- 


est, as well as of the beſt and higheſt 


an ongſt us. If this were a circumſtance 
in viich chance had any ſbare, I ſhould 
congratulate your good fortune: but it 
das the efteCt of a noble and undaunted 
retolution, under the guidance of the 
ſtrongeſt and moſt enlightened judgment. 

ay ts, from having read the ſpeech 
> 04 made upon this occaſion to the peo- 
ble; and never was any harangue ore 
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judiciouſly compoſed. You open and 
explain the fact with ſo much addr 1s, 
and gradually riſe through the ſeveral 
circumſtances in fo artful a manner, as to 
convince all the world that the attair was 
mature for your animadverſion. In a 
word, you have delivered the common- 
wealth in general, as well as the city of 
Rome in particular, from the dangers 
with which they were threatened :; and 
not only performed a fingular ſervice to 
the prelem generation, but ſet forth a 
moſt uſeful example for times to come. 
You will conſider yourſelf then as the 
great ſupport of the republic : and re- 
member ſhe expects that you will not 
only protect but diſtinguiſh thoſe illuſ- 
trious 2 * whohave laid the founda- 
tion for the recovery of our liberties. 
But I hope ſoon to have an opportunity 
of expreſſing my ſentiments to you more 
fully upon this ſubject, in perſon. In the 
mean while, ſince you are thus our glo- 
rious guardian and preſerver, I conjure - 
you, my dear Dolabella, to take care of 
yourſelf for the ſake of the whole com- 
mon wealth, Farewel. 


LET X CXLVII. 
To Trehonius. 


— 5 
I HAVE recommended my Or ator (for 
that is the title which 1 have given to 

the treatiſe I promiſed to ſend you) to- 
the care of yuur freedman Sabinus. 1 
was induced to truſt it in his charge, 
from the good opinion I entertain of his 
countrymen ; if indeed I may gueſs at 
his country by his name, and he has not, 
like an artful candidate at an election, 
uſurped .an appellation to which he has 
no right. However, there is ſuch a mo- 
deity in his countenance, and ſuch an air 
of ſincerity in his converſation, that I am 
much deceived if he does not poſſeſs, in 
ſome degree at leaſt, the true Sabine 
ſimplicity But not to ſuffer him to take 
up any more of my paper: I will now 
turn, my dear Trebonius, to yourſelf. 
As there were ſomecircumſtancesattend- 
ing your departure, that increuſed the 
atfection I bear towards you; let me in- 
treat you, in order to ſooth the uneaſi- 


Brutus and Caſſius, together with the reſt 
of the conſpirators, | 
neſs 
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neſs I feel from your abſence, to be as 
frequent a correſpondent on your part, 
as you ſhall certainly find me on mine, 
There are two reaſons indeed, why you 
ought to be more ſo: the firſt is, that as 
the republic can now no longer be conſi- 
dered as in Rome, but removed with its 
glorious defenders ; we who remain here 
muſt expect to receive from our provin- 
cial friends, what we uſed to tranſmit to 
them; an account, I mean, of the com- 
monwealth, The next reaſon is, becauſe 
I have many other opportunities in your 


abſence, beſides that of writing, to give 
you proofs of my friendſhip: whereas 


you have none, 1 think, of teſtifying 
yours, but by the frequency of your let- 
ters. As to all other articles, I can 
wait; but my firſt and moſt impatient 


defire is, to know what. ſort of journey 


you have had; where you met Brutus; 
and how long you continued together. 
When you are advaiiced farther towards 
your province, you will acquaint me, I 
hope, with your military preparations, 
and with whatever elſe relates to our 
public affairs : that I may be able to 
form ſome judgment of our ſituation. I 
am ſure at leaſt 1 ſhall give no credit to 
any intelligence, but what I receive from 
your hands. In the mean time, take 
care of your health, and continue to al- 
low me the ſame ſingular ſhare of your 
| affection which I have always enjoyed. 
Farewel. | 


L-E T'T E-R- CAE VHI. 


Treboniue to Cicero *. 
Athens, May the 25th. [A. U. 709.] 


ARRIVED at Athens on the 22d of 
this month : where, —_— to my 

ion of finding 
your ſon in the purſuit of the nobleſt im- 
provements, and in the higheſt eſteem 
for his modeſt and ingenuous behaviour, 
As vou perfectly well know the place 
you potſeſs in my heart, you will judge, 
without my telling you, how much plea- 
ſare this circumſtance afforded me. In 
confurmityindeedtotheunfeigned friend- 
ſuip which has ſo long been cemented 
between" us, I rejoice in every advantage 
that can attend you, be it ever fo incon- 


wiſhes, I had the ſatisfa 


* This letter ſeems to have been written 
be tore the preceding epiſtle had reached the 


hauds vi T'rcbonius. 


* 
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ſiderable; much more therefors in one 
ſo important to your happineſs. Believe 


me, my dear Cicero, I do not flatter 
you when I ſay, there is not a youth in 
all this ſeminary of learning more ar. 
dently devoted to thoſe refined and ele. 
vated arts which are fo peculiarly your 
paſſion, or who in every view of his cha- 
racter is more truly amiable, than our 
young man. I call him ours; for, be 
aſſured, I cannot ſeparate myſelf from 
any thing with which you are connected, 
It is with great pleaſure therefore, as 
well as with ſtri& juſtice, I congratulate 
both you and myſelf, that a youth for 
whom we ought to have ſome affeRion 
whatever his diſpoſition might be, is of 
a character to deſerve our higheſt, As 
he intimated a deſire of ſeeing Aſia, [ 
not only invited, but preſſed him to take 
the opportunity of viliting that province 
whilſt I preſided there: and you will not 
doubt of my ſupplying your place in every 


tender office of paternal care. But that 


vou may not be apprehenſive this ſcheme 
will prove an interruption of thoſe ſtu— 
dies, to which, I know he is continually 
animated by your exhortations ; Cratip- 


pus ſhall be of our party. Nor ſhall 


your ſon want my earneſt incitements to 
advance daily in thoſe ſciences, into 


which he has already made ſo ſucceſsful - 


an entrance ; 
I am wholly ignorant of what is going 
forward at Rome; only I hear ſome un- 
certain rumours of commotions amongſt 
you. But I hope there is no foundation 
for this report; that we may one day 
fit down in the peaceful poſfeflion of our 


liberties, retired from the noiſe and buſtle 


of the world: a privilege which hitherto 
it has not been my fortune to enjoy. 
However, having had a ſhort relaxation 
from buſineſs during my voyage to this 
place, I amuſed myſelf with putting toge- 
ther a few thoughts, which I always de- 
ſigned as a preſent to you. In this per- 
formance [I have inſerted that lively ob- 
ſ-rvation which you formerly made fo 
much to- my honour, and have pointed 
out by a note at the bottom, to whom 

am indebted. for the compliment. If in 
ſome pallages of this piece I ſhould ap- 
pear to have taken great liberties, I ſhall 
be jultified, I perſuade myſelf, by the 


character of the man at whom my invec- 


tive is aimed and you will undoubted!y 


T Probably at Antony. 


excuſ? 


dect. I. 
excuſe the juſt indignation I have ex- 
preſſed againſt a perſon of ſuch infamous 
rinciples. 'Why, indeed, may I not be 

indulged in the ſame unbounded licence 
:3 was allowed to honeſt Lucilius ? He 
could not be animated with greater ab- 
horrence of the vices which he has ſo 
freely attacked and certainly they were 
yot more worthy of ſatire than thoſe 
againſt which I have inveighed. ' 

hope you will remember your pro- 
miſe, and take the firſt opportunity of in- 
troducing me as a party in ſome of your 
future dialogues. I doubt not if you 
ſhould write any thing upon the ſubject of 
(xſar's death, that you will give an in- 
fance of your friendſhip and your 2 
dy afcribing to me no inconſiderable 
hare of that glorious tranſaction. 

| recommend. my mother and family 
to your good offices, and bid you fare- 
wel, 


CERT TRE CIXELIX: 
To Matius. 


A. U. 709.] 

KNOW not whether it is with greater. 

pain or pleafure, that I reflect on the 
viſit which I lately received from our 
very good friend, the well-natured Tre- 
batius, He called upon me the next 
morning after my arrival at Tuſculum; 
and as he was by no means ſufficient! 
recovered from his late indiſpoſitien, 
could not forbear reproving him for thus 
tazarding his health. He interrupted 
me with ſaying, that nothing was of more 
importance to him than the buſineſs 
which brought him to my houſe: and upon 
my inquiry if any thing new had occur- 
red, he immediately entered into an ac- 
count of your complaints againſt me. 
But before I give them a particular an- 


(wer, let me)begin with a few previous 
reflecti | 


ngit all my acquaintance, I can- 
Mrecollet any man with whom [I have 
longer enjoyed a friendſhip, than with 
yourfelt : and although there are ſeveral 
tor whom my affection commenced as 
early, there are few for whom it has been 
lo high. The truth of it is, I conceived 
an eſteem for you from the firſt moment 
| ſaw you: and I had reaſon to believe, 
hat you thought of me in the ſame fa- 
'vurable manner, But your long abſeuce 
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from Rome, which immediatelyſueceeded 


our firſt acquaintance, together with that 


active courſe of life wherein I was en- 
Faged, and which was ſo entirely dif- 

erent from yours, did not at that time 
admit of our improving this mutual diſ- 
poſition by a more frequent intercourſe. 
Nevertheleſs, even ſo long ago as when 
Czſar was in Gaul, and many years be- 
fore the commencement of the civil war, 
I experienced your friendly inclinations 
towards me. For as you imagined that 
my union with Cæſar would be greatly 
ad vantageous on my ide, and not alto- 
gether unſerviceable on his; you gene- 
rouſly recommended me to his favour, 
and was the cauſe of his cultivating my 
friendſhip. I forbear to mention ſeveral. 
inſtances which occurred at that period, 
of the unreſerved manner in which we 
both converſed and correſponded toge- 


ther; as they were followed by others of 


a more important nature. At the open- 
ing of the civil war, when you were 
going to meet Cæſar at Brundifium, you 

aid me a viſit in my Formian villa. 
This fingle favour, had it been attended 
with no other, was, at ſuch a critical 
juncture, an ample teſtimony of your af- 
fection. But can I ever forget the ge- 
nerous advice you ſo kindly gave me at 
the ſame time; and of which Trebatius, 
I remember, was himſelf a witneſs 2 Can 


Lever forget the letter you afterwards 


wrote to me, when you went to join 
Cæſar in the diſtrict, if 1 miſtake not, 
of Trebula ? It was ſoon after this, that 
either by gratitude, by honour, or per- 
haps by fate, I was determineds o follow 
Pompey into Greece : and was there any 
inſtance of an obliging zeal, which you 
did not exert in my abſence both for 
me and for my family ? was there any 
one, in ſhort, whom either they or I had 
more reaſon to eſteem our friend? But I 
returned to Brandifium : andcan I forget 
(let me aſk once more) with what an ob- 
liging expedition you haſtened, as ſoon 
as you heard of my arrival, to meet me 
at Tarentum? How friendly were your 
viſits ; how kind your endeavours to 
reaſon me out of that dejection, into 
which the-dread of our general calamities 
had ſunk me! At length, however, I 
returned to Rome; where every proof 
of the greateſt intimacy, and upon occa- 
ſions too of the moſt important kind, mu- 
tually paſſed betwgen us. It was by 

F your 
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your directions and advice, that learned 
to regulate my conduct with reſpect to 
Cæſar: and as to other inſtances of your 
ſriendſhip; where Was the man, except 
Czftar himſelf, at whoſe houſe you more 
frequenily viſned or upon whom you 
beſtowed ſo many agreeable hours of 
your converſation ? in ſome of which, 
you may remember, it was that you en- 
couraged me to engage in my philoſo- 
phical writings, When Cæſar afterwards 
returned from completing his victories, 
It was your firſt and principal endeavour 
to eltablih me again in his friendſhip: 
and it was an endeavour in which you 
perfectly well ſucceeded, But to what 
p"rpoſe, you will aſk, perhaps, this long 
detail ? Longer indeed I muſt acknow- 
legst is, than I was myſelf aware: 
ho , the uſe I would make of theſe 
ſeve: cumſtauces is, to ſhew you how 
much revfon | have to be furpriſed, that 
you, who well know the truth of them, 
ſhould believe me capable of having ated 
inconiitently with ſuch powerful ties. 
But befides theſe motives. of my attach- 
ment to you, motives known and viſible 
to the Whole world, there are others of a 
far leſs cor (picuous kind; and which am 
at a I-(© 15 repreſent in the terms they 
d ru. Every part indeed of your cha- 
„ Ladmie; but when I co ſider you 
a: the wiſe, the firm, and the faithful- 
friend; as the polite, the witty, and the 
earned con pm on; theſe, I confeſs, are 
the ſtriking po ts amidit your mauy 
other Muſtriousqualifications, with which 
] im particularly charmed. But it is 
time to return to the complaints you have 
alleged againſi rv. Be aſſured then, I 
never once credited the report of your 
having tec: for the law you mentioned 
to Trovativs ; and indeed if I had, I 
ſh la have been well perſuaded that you 
were induced to concur in promoting it, 
uſ on ſome very juſt and rational motive, 
But as thedignity of your character draws 
upon you the obfervation of all the world; 
the malevolence of mankind will ſome- 
times give ſcycrer conſtructions to your 
actions than molt certainly they merit. 
If no inſtances of this kind have ever 
cached your. knowledge, I know not in 
what manner to proceed in my juſtiſica- 
tion. Believe :ne, however, | have al- 
; ways defended you upon theſe occaſions 
with the fame warmth and ſpirit with 
which Lam teuiible vou ale wont to op- 
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poſe, on your part, the calumnies tha 
are thrown out upon myſelf. Thus with 
regard fo the law I juſt now mentioned, 


J have always peremptorily denied the 


truth of the charge: and as to you; 


having been one of the managers of the 


late games, I have conſtantly infilted, 
that you acted agreeably to thoſs pious 


offices that are due to the memory of a 
departed friend. In reſpect to the latter, 


however, you cannot be ignorant, that if 
Crefar was really a tyrant (as I think he 
was), your zeal may be conſidered in two 
very different views. It may be ſaid 
(and it is an argument which I never fa 
to urge in your fayour), that you ſhewed 
a very commendable fidelity, in thus dif. 
playing your affection to a departed friend. 
On the other hand, it may be alleged 
(and in tact it is alleged), that the liber. 
ties of our country ought to be far pre. 


' ferable even to the life itſelf of thoſe 


whom we hold moſt dear. I wiſh you 
had been informed of the part I have 
always taken whenever this queſtion has 
been ſtarted. But there are two circum- 
ſtances that reflect the brighteſt luſire 
upon your character, and which none of 
your friends more frequently or more 
warmly commemorate than myſelf; | 
mean your having always moſt ſtronyly 
recommended pacific meaſures to Czſar, 
and conſtantly adviſed him to uſe his 
victory with moderation ; in both which 
the whole world is agreed with me in 
acknowledging your merit, 

| think myſelf much obliged to our 
friend '"Frebatius, for having giving me 
this occaſion of juſtifying myſelf befor: 
you. And you will credit the profeſſions 
have here made, unleſs you imagine me 
void of every ſpark both of gratitud* 
and generoſity ; an opinion than which 
nothing can more injurious to my 
ſentiments, or more unworthy of you 
Farewel, | 
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Matius to Cicero. 
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RECE!VED great ſatisfaCtion from you! 
letter, as it afſured me of my holding 

that rank in your eſteem, which | hav* 
ever withed and hoped to why Indeed 


I never dovhted of your 8 opinion 


but ent „alus I ſet upon It, rendered 1 
ſolichou: 
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leaſt blemiſh. Conſcious, however, that 


I had never given juſt offence to any can- 


did and honeſt mind, I was the leſs diſ- 


poſed to believe that you, whoſe ſenti- 


ments are exalted by the cultivation of 
ſo many generous arts, could haſtily cre- 
dit any reports to my diſadvantage ; eſpe- 
cially as you were one for whom I had 
at all times diſcovered much ſincere good 
will, But as I have the pleaſure to find 
that you think of me agreeably to my 
wiſhes, I will drop this ſubject, in order 
to vindicate myſelf from thoſe calumnies 
which you have ſo often, and with ſuch 
ſingular generoſity, oppoſed. I am per- 
fectly well appriſed of the reflections that 
have been caft upon me ſince Cæſar's 
death, It has been imputed to me, 1 
know, that I lament the loſs of my friend, 
and think with indignation on the mur- 
derers of the man I loved. The wel- 
fare of our country,” ſay my accuſers 
(as 1” they had —_— made it - appear, 
that the deſtructien of Cæſar was for the 
benefit of the commonwealth), ©* the wel- 
fate of our country is to be preferred 
„to all conſiderations of amity.” It 
may be ſo: but 1 will honeſtly confeſs, 
that I am by no means arrived at this 
elevated ſtrain of patriotiſm. Neverthe- 
leſs, I took no part with Cæſar in our 
civil diſſentions; but neither did I deſert 
my friend, becauſe I difliked his mea- 
ſures, The truth is, I was ſo far from 
approving the civil war, that I always 
thought it unjuſtifiable ; and exerted my 
utmoſt endeavours to extinguiſh thoſe 
ſparks by which it was kindled. In con- 
tormity to theſe ſentiments, I did not 
make uſe of my friend's victory to the 
gratification ofany lucrative or ambitious 
purpoſes of my own, as ſome others moſt 
name fully did, whoſe intereſt with Cæſar 
was mach inferior to mine, Far, in 
truth, from being a, gainer by his ſuc-- 
ceſs, I ſuffered greatly in my fortunes by 
that very law which ſaved many of thoſe 
who now exult in his death, from the diſ- 
grace of being obliged to fly their coun- 
try*, Let me add, that I recommended 
the vanquiſhed party to his clemency, 
with the ſame warmth and zeal as if my 
own preſervation had been concerned. 


* The law alluded to, is probably that 
which Cziar enaGed for the reliet cf thoſe 
who had contracted debts before the com- 
u ene ment of the civil war. 
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ſolicitous of preſerving it without the 


Thus defirous that all my fellow-citizens 
might enjoy their lives in full ſecurity, 
can [I repreſs the indignation of my heart 
againſt the aſſaſſins of that man, from 
whoſe generoſity this privilege was ob- 
tained ; eſpecially, as the ſame hands were 
lifted upto his deſtruction, which had firſt 
drawn upon him all the odium and envy 
of his adminiſtration ? Vet I am threaten- 
ed, it ſeems, with their vengeance, for 
daring to condemn the deed. Unex- 
ampled inſolence! that ſome ſhould glory 
inthe perpetration of thoſe crimes, whi 
others ſhould not be permitted even to 
deplore! The meaneſt ſlave has ever 
been allowedto indulge, without control, 
the fears, the ſorrows, or the joys of his 
heart; but theſe our aſſertors of liberty, 
as they call themſelves, endeavour to ex- 
tort from me by their menaces, this 
common privilege of every ereature. 
Vain and impotent endeavours! no dan- 
gers ſhall intimidate me from acting up 
to the generous duties of friendſhip and 
humanity ; perſuaded as have ever been, 
that death in an honeſt cauſe eught never 
to be ſhunned, and frequently. to be 
courted, Yet why does it thus move 
their diſpleaſure, if I only wiſh that they 
may repent of what they have perpe- 
trated ? for wiſh, I will acknowledge L 
do, that both they and ail the world may 
regret the death of, Cæſar. But as a 
* member,” ſay they, of the common- 
wealth, you ought above all things to 
„ deſire its preſervation.” Now that L 
ſincerely do fo, if the whole tenour of my 
paſt conduct, and all the hopes I can rea- 
ſonably be ſuppoſed to entertain, will not 
ſufficiently evince; I ſhall not attempt to 
| by my profeſſions. I conjure 
you then to judge of me, not by what 
others may ſay, but by the plain tendency 
of my actions; and if you believe I have 
any intereſt in the tranquillity of the re- 
public, be aſſured that I will have no 
communication with thoſe who would im- 
piouſly diſturb its peace. Shall I re- 
nounce indeed thoſe pairiot principles 1 
ſteadily purſued in my youth, When 
warmth and inexperience might have 
leaded ſome excule for errors? Shall I, 
in the ſober ſeaſon of declining age, wan- 


_ tonly unravel at once the whole fair con- 


texture of my better days? Moſt aſſuredly 
not: nor ſhall I eyer give any other of- 
fence than in bewailing the ſevere cata- 
ſt:ophe of a moſt intimate and illuſtrious 

* | friend! 


rere 


moſt worthy heir. 


* 
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friend! Were 1 diſpoſed to act otherwiſe, 
I ſhould ſcorn to deny it; nor ſhould it 


be ever ſaid, that I covered my crimes 
by hypocriſy, and feared to avow what L 
ſcrupled not to commit. F 
But to proceed to the other articles of 
the charge againſt me: it is farther al- 


ledged, that I prefided at thofe games 
which the young Octavius exhibited in 


honour of Czeſar's victories, 'The charge, 
I confeſs, is true: but what. connection 
has an act of mere private duty with the 
concerns of the republic ? It was an office 


not only due from me to the memory of 


my departed friend, but which I could 
not refuſe to that illuſtrious youth, his 


with having been frequent in paying my 
viſits of compliment to Antony : yet you 


will find that the very men who impute 
this as a mark of diſaffection to my coun- 


try, appeared much more frequently at 
his levee, either to ſolicit his favours, or 
to receive them. But after all, can there 
be any thing, let me afk, more inſuffer- 
ably arrogant than this accuſation ? Czeſar 


never oppoſed my aſſociating with whom- 


toever I thought proper, even though it 
were with perſons whom he himſelf diſ- 
approved. And ſhall rhe men who have 
cruelly robbed me of one friend, attempt 
Hkewiſe, by their malicious infinuations, 
to alienate me from another ? But the 


moderation of my conduct will, I doubt 


not, diſeredit all reports that may here- 
after be raiſed to my diſadvantage; and 
Jam perſuaded that even thoſe who hate 
me for my attachment to Cæſar, would 
rather chooſe a friend of my diſpoſition 
than of their own. In fine, if my affairs 
ſhould permit me, it is my reſolution to 
fpend the remainder of my days at 


Rhodes. But if any accident ſhould ren- 


der it neceſſary for me to continue at 
Rome, my actions thall evince, that I 
am ſincerely defirous of my country's 
welfare. In the mean time, I am much 
obliged to Trebatius for ſupplying you 
with an occaſion of ſo freely laying open 


to me the. amicable ſentiments of your 


Jeart ; as it affords me an additional rea- 
{on for cultivating a friendſhip with one 


hom l haveevyer beeu diſpoſed to eſteem. 


Farewel. 


am reproached alſo 
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me : though indeed it is not greater 
than what you are juſtly entitled to, from 
that equal return of friendſhip you make 
to mine. I could not therefore be eaſy 
in the reflection, I will not ſay of having 
abſolutely retuſed, but of not having com- 
plied however with the requeſt you made 
me, when we were lately together, Ac- 
cordingly, as ſoon as I ſet ſail from Velia, 
I employed myſelf in drawing up the 
treatiſe you defired, upon the plan of 
Ariſtotle's topics: as indeed I could not 
look upon a city in which you are ſo ge- 
nerally beloved without being reminded 
of my friend. I now ſend you the pro- 
duce of my meditations ; which I have 
endeavoured to expreſs with all the per- 
{picuity that a ſubject of this nature will 


admit. Nevertheleſs, if ſome paſlages 


ſhould appear dark ; you muſt do me the 
— to remember, that no ſcience can 
rendered perfectly intelligible, without 
the aſſiſtance of a maſter to explain and 
apply its rules. To ſend you no farther 
for an inſtance, than to your own profeſ- 
ion ; could a knowledge of the law be 
acquired merely from books? Undoubt 
edly it could not ; for although the trea- 
tiſes which have been written upon that 
ſubject are extremely numerous; yet 
they are by no means of themſelves ſuf- 
ficient inſtructors, without the help of 
ſome learned guide to enlighten their ob- 
ſcurities. However, with reſpect to the 
obſervations in the preſent performance; 
if you give them a frequent and attentive 
peruſal, you will certainly beableto enter 
into their meaning; but the ready appli- 
cation of them can only be algo If 
repeated exerciſe. And. in this exereiſe 
I ſhall not fail to engage you, if I ſhould 
return ſafe into Italy, and find the re- 
public in a ſtate of repoſe. Farewel. 


LETTVER- CU. 
To Plancus. 


IA. v. 50g} 
1 HAD left Rome, and was actually on 
my voyage to Greece, when I was re- 
* A ſea-port upon the weſtern point of Ci 


labria, oppoſite to Sicily; it is now called Regi 
7 | called 
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called by the general voice of the repub- 
ie; but the conduct of Mare Antony ever 
ſince my return, has not permitted me to 
enjoy a moment of repoſe. The ferocity 
(for to call it pride would be imputing a 
vice tohim which is nothing uncommon), 
the ferocity of his temper is ſo exceſſi ve, 
that he cannot bear a word, or even a 
tyok, which is animated with the leaſt 
ſpirit of liberty. It is this that fills. my 
heart with a thouſand diſquietudes ; but 
diſquietudes in which my own preſerva- 
tion is by no means concerned. No, my 
friend, I have nothing farther to wiſh 
with reſpe& to myſelf ; whether 1 con- 


der the years to which I am arrived *, 


the actions that I have performed, or the 
glory (if that may be mentioned as of 
any value in the account). with which 
they have been crowned, All my anxiety 
is for our country alone: and the more 
ſo, my dear Plancus, as the time appoint- 
ed for your ſucceſſion to the conſular oſ- 
ice is ſo remote, that it is rather to be 
wiſhed than expected, that we ſhould be 
able to preſerve our liberties ſo longalive. 
What rational hopes indeed can poſſibly 
be entertained, where a commonwealth 
is totally oppreſſed by the arms of the 
mot violent and outrageous of men; 
where neither the ſenate nor the people 
have any authority, where neither laws 
nor juſtice prevail; and, in one word, 
where there is not the leaſt trace or ſha- 


dow of civil government remaining? But 


as you receive, I imagine, the public ac- 
counts of what is tranſacted amongſt us, 
] need not deſcend into a detail of parti- 
culars, Let me rather, in conſequence 
that affection I bear you, and which 
"4s been ſtill increaſing — our earlieſt 
youth; let me rather remind and exhort 
you to turn all your thoughts and cares 
'owards the republic. If it ſhould not be 


utterly deſtroyed ere you enter upon 


the conſular office, it may without difli- 
culty be ſteered right: though I will add, 
nat much vigilance, as well as great 
good fortune, muſt concur, in order to 
p:</erve it to that deſirable period. But 
hope we may ſee you here ſome bat 
before that time ſball arrive, Meanwhile, 
velides the inducements that ariſe to me 


trom my regard to the well-being of the 


republic, you may be aſſured, that from 
mx particular attachment likewiſetoyour- 
elf, I ſhall exert my utmoſt efforts for 


® Cicero was at this time io his $24 year, 
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the advancement of your credit and ho- 


nours. By theſe means I ſhall have the 
ſatis faction todiſcharge at once the duties I 


.owe both to my country and to my friendz 


to that country which is the object of my 
warmeſt affections, and to that friend 
whoſe amity I would molt religiouſly eul- 


tivate. 


I am extremely rejoiced, though by no 


means ſurpriſed, to find that you treat 


Furnius + agreeably to his rank and me- 
rit. Be aflured, that whatever favours 
you ſhalt think proper to confer upon 
him, I ſhall conſiderthem as ſo many im- 
mediate inſtances of your regard to W- 


ſelf. Farewel. 


LETTER Can. 


To the ſame. 


| TR. 

A GREEABLY to the friendſhip which 

* ſubſiſts between us, my ſervicesſhould 
not have been wanting to advance your 
dignities, if I could have been preſent in 
the ſenate conſiſtently with my honour or 
my ſafety. But no man can freely deli- 
ver his opinion in that aſſembly, without 
being expoſed to the violences of a mili- 
tary force, that are licenſed to commit 
their outrages with full impunity : and jt 
would. ill become my rank and character 
to ſpeak upon public affairs in a place 
where I am more attentively obſerved, 
and more cloſely ſurrounded, by ſoldiers 
than by ſenators, In any inttance of pri- 
vate concern my beſt oftices ſhall not be 
wanting to you; nor ſhall they indeed 


even in thoſe of a public nature, whatever 


hazard I may run where my appearance 
is abſolutely necef{ary to promote your 
intereſt. But where it may be equally 
ad vanced without my concurrence; ſuffer 
me, I intreat you, to pay a proper«regard 


to my own diguity and preſervation, 


Farewel. ; 


LETTER CLIV. 


To Ti o. 
„ IX. U. 709. | 
] EE into your {cheme : you have @ 
deſign that your letters, as well aa 
mine, ſnould make their appearance in 


public. But tell me how happened it, 


+ He was lieutenant to Plancus in Gaul. 
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heart. 


that you who are wont to be the ſupreme 


Judge and critic of my writings, ſhould . 
'. be guilty of ſo inaccurate an expreſſion as 
to deſire me ©* faithfully* to preſerve my 


* health ?” That adverb ſurely can have 


no buſineſs there; as its proper employ- 


ment is to attend upon ſome word that 
imports a moral obligation. In figurative 
language its uſe indeed is various; as it 
may be applied even toinanimate and in- 
tellectual objects, provided (as Theo- 
phraſtus obſerves) the metaphor be not 
too bold and unnatural. But we will re- 
ſerve this for a converſation when we 
meet. | : 

Demetrius has been here : but I had 


the addreſs to avoid both him and his re- 


tinue, Doubleſs, you will regret that 
you loſt the opportunity of ſeeing him. 
[t is an opportunity, however, which you 
may ſtill recover; for hereturns, it ſeems, 
to-morrow. - Accordingly I purpoſe to 
leave this place the next morning. 

I am extremely uneaſy about your 
health; and intreat you not to omit any 
means that may contribute to its re-eſta- 
bliſhment. It is thus that you will ren- 
der me inſenſible of your abſence, and 
abundantly diſcharge all the ſervices I 
. at your hands. | 

am obliged to your good offices to- 
vards Cuſpius; for I greatly intereſt my- 
lelf in the ſucceſs of his affairs. Adieu. 


LET TER AM. 
70 Corniſicius. 


„ IA. U. 90g} + | 

1 is no man that cultivates m 

friendſhip with greater marks of ef- 
teem than Sextus Aufidius : nor is there 
any of 8 rank, who bears a more 
diſtinguiſned character. The ſtrictneſs of 
his morals is ſo happily tempered with 
the ſweetneſs of his diſpoſition, thar he 
unites the ſevereſt virtue with the eaſieſt 
and moſt engaging addreſs. I recom- 
mend his affairs in Africa to you, with 
the utmoſt warmth and fincerity of my 
You will extremely oblige me 
therefore by ſhewing him that you pay 
the higheſt regard to my recommend- 
ation; and I very earneſtly intreat you, 


* There was no ſuch duty as tidelity owing 
from the maſler to the ſlave; and conſequently 
Tito could not in ſtrict propriety have applied 
it to Cicero. | 


ELEGANT EPISTLES. Book l. 


my dear Cornificius, to comply with this 
requeſt, Farewel. ; 


LETTER CLCvVl. 
Cicero the Son Þ, to his deareſt Tiro. 


| A. U. yog.] 

AFTER „ Rin in daily and 

earneſt ex pectation of your couriers, 
they are at length to my great ſatisfac. 
tion, arrived; having performed their 
voyage in forty-ſix days from the time 
they left you. The joy I received from 
my dear father's moſt affectionate letter, 
was crowned by the very agreeable one 
which attended it from yourſelf, I can 
no longer repent therefore of having 
neglected writing to you; as it has proved 
a mean of — me with an ample 
proof of your good - nature: and it is with 
much pleaſure I find, that you admit the 
apology I made for my ſilence. 

That the advantageous reports you 
have heard of my conduct, were perfectly 
agreeable, my deareſt Tiro, to your 
wiſhes, I can by no means doubt; and it 
ſhall be my conſtant endeavour to confirm 
and increaſe the general good opinion 
which is thus arifing in my favour. You 
may venture therefore with great conſi- 
dence to be, what you obligingly pro- 
miſe, the herald of my fame. Indeed, [ 
reflect with ſo much pain and contrition of 
mind on the errors into which my youth 
and inexperience have betrayed me, that 
I not only look upon them with ab- 
horrence, but cannot bear eyen to hear 
them mentioned ; and I am well con- 
vinced, that you take a part in the un- 
eaſineſs which I ſuffer from this circum- 
ſtance, It is no wonder you ſhould be 
ſolicitous for the welfare of a perſon, 
whom bottr intereſt and inclination te- 
commend to your good wiſhes ; as I have 
ever been deficous you ſhuuld partake of 


all the advantages that attend me. But 


if my conduct has formerly given yo! 
pain; it ſhall henceforward, be aſſured, 


+ He was at this time purſuing his ſtudies 
at Athens under the direction of Cratippus, 
one of the moſt celebrated philoſophers of the 
petipatetic ſect. If young Cicero had not the 
talents of his father; his genius, however, 
ſeems by no means to have be n coniemptible: 
and the preſent letter, written when he was 
but nineteen years of age, is a full confutation 
of thoſe who have charged him with 4 wart 
of ſenſe even to à degree of ſtupidity. ford 
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afford you reaſon to think of me with 
double ſatis faction. 

[ live with Cratippus rather as his ſon, 
than his pupil; and not only attend his 
letures with pleaſure, but am extremely 
delighted with the peculiar ſweetneſs of 
his converſation. Accordingly I ſpend 
whole days in his company, and fre- 
quently, indeed, the moſt part of the 
night; as I intreat him to ſup with me as 
often as his engagements will permit. 
Since the introduct:on of this cuſtom, he 
every now and then unexpectedly ſteals 
in upon us while we are at table; and 
laying aſide the ſeverity of the philoſo- 
pher, enters with great good humour into 
all the mirth and pleaſantry of our con- 
verſation. Let me requeſt you then to 
haſten hither as ſoon as poſſible, in order 
to enjoy with us the ſociety of this moſt 
agreeable and excellent man. As to 
Bruttius, I never ſuffer him to be abſent 
from me a ſingle moment. His company 
is as entertaining as his conduct is ex- 
emplary; and he perfectly well knows 
how to reconeile mirth and good humour 
with the ſerious diſquiſitions of philoſo- 
phy. I have taken a houſe for him near 
mine; and aſſiſt his narrow fortunes as far 
as my ſlender finances will admit *. 

have begun to declaim in Greek un- 
der Caſſius; as I chooſe to employ my- 
ſelf in Latin exerciſes of that kind with 
Bruttius, LI live in great familiarity alſo 
with thoſe learned and approved friends 
ofCratippus, whom he brought with him 
from Mitylene ; and paſs much of my 
me bkeivite with Epicrates, one of the 

molt conſiderable perſons in Atkens, to- 
gethier with Leonides, and ſeveral others 
of the ſame rank and merit. Thus 1 
_ given you a general ſketch of my 

As te what you mention concerning 
D0rglas ; notwithſtanding that he was of 
ſervice to me in my oratorical exerciſes, 
In my father's commands were ſuperior 
to all other conſiderations; and ax he 
peremtorily wrote to me that | ſhould 
'mmediately diſmiſs him, I have obeyed 


The allowance which Cicero made to his 
on Curing his reſidence at Athens, was about 
7901. 4 year. Vid. Ad Att. xvi. 1. 

F This unworthy tutor had encouraged his 
dap n a paſſion for drinking; a vice in which 
de young Cicero, how ſincere loever he might 
1 deen in his preſent reſolves, moſt ſhame- 
"ally ſenaliſed himſelf in his more mature 
jears. Plut. in Vit, Cic. Plin. Hiſt, Nat. xiv. 22 
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a not ſuffer my- 


30ment, leſt x 
mot F any ſuſpicions in 
my father to my diſadvantage. Beſides, 
I thought it would if become me to take 
upon myſelf to be. a judge of the pro- 
priety of his voted am extremely 
obligedtoyou, however, for the friendly 
ad vjee you give me in this affair. 

very readily admit the excuſe you 
make on account of your want of leiſure, 
perfectly well knowing how much your 
time is generally engaged, I am ex- 
tremely glad to hear that you have bought 
a farm; and wiſh you much joy of the 
1 But you muſt not wonder that 

deferred my congratulations to this 

rt of my letter; for you will remember 
it was about the ſame place in yours that 
you com municated to me the occaſion of 
them. You have now a retceat from all 
the fatiguing ceremonies of the city, and 
are become a Roman of cke true old rural 
kind 1. 1 take pleaſure in figuring you 
to myſelf in the midſt of your "_ 


employments, buying your tools of huſ- 


bandry, dealing out your orders to your 
bailiff, and carefully treaſuring up the 
fruit-ſeeds from your deſert. To be ſe- 
rious: I ſincerely join with you in re- 
gretting, that I could not be of ſervice 
to you upon this occaſion. But be aſſured, 
my dear Tiro, I ſhall not fail to aſſiſt 
you, if ever fortune ſhould put it in my 
power; eſpecially as I am ſenſible you 
made this purchaſe with a view to my 
uſe as well as your own. 

I am obliged to your care in executing 
my commiſſion, I defire you would ſee 
that I have a writer ſent to me who un- 
derſtands Greek; as I loſe much time in 
tranſcribing my lectures. But above all, 
I intreat you to take care of your health. 
that we may have the pleaſure of enjoy- 


ing together many philoſophical! conver- 


{-rions. I recommend Antherus to your , 
good offices, and bid you fare wel. 


LETTER- CV. - 


From the ſame, to Tiro. 


| [A. U. 709g ] 
T reaſons you aſſign for the inter- 
miſſion of your letters, are perfectiy 


T7 Allading, perhaps, to thoſe celebrated Ro- 
mans in the earlier ages of the republic, who 
after having been called forth from their farms 
to the ſerviceof their country, diſcharged with 
glory che functions of the ſtate, and then re- 
turned to their ploughs. | 


Juſt : | 
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juſt: bfit T hope that theſe excuſes will 
not very frequently recur. Tis true, I re- 
ceive intelligence of public affairs from 
particular expreſſes, as well as from ge- 
neral report; and am continually aſſured 
likewiſe of my father's affection, by his 
own hand; yet Lal ways take greatpleaſure 
in reading a letter from yourſelf, be it up- 
onever ſotriffing a ſubject. hope, there- 
fore, ſince I am thus earneſtly deſirous of 
hearing from you, that you will not for 
the future ſend me apologies inſtead of 
epiſtles. Farewel. 


LETTER CLVIII. 


Buhynicus to Cicero. 


1 [A. U. 7og.] 

Ih we were not mutually attached to 

each other by many ſingular good of- 
fices, I ſhould remind you of that friend- 
ſhip which formerly ſubſiſted between our 
parents: but I leave arguments of this 
kind to thoſe who have neglected to im- 
prove their hereditary connections. For 
myſelf, I am well ſatisfied with going no 
farther for my claim to your ſervices, than 
to our own perſonalamity. In confidence 
of which, let me intreat you, if you be- 


lieve that none of your favours will be 


' thrown away upon me, that you would, 
upon all occaſions during 'my abſence * 
take my intereſts under your protection. 
Farewel. | 


LETTER CLIX. 
Cicero to Plancus. 
5 C? 5 Ss 
HE viſit I lately received from Fur- 
nius ꝓatforded me great ſatisfaction, 
not only upon his on account, but more 
particularly on yours; as he painted you 
ſo ſtrongly to my mind that I could not 
but fancy, during the whole converſation, 
that you were actually preſent. He re- 
preſented to me the heroiſm you diſplay 
in the military aftairs of your province; 
the equity of your civil adminitration; 
the prudence which diftinguithes every 
part of your conduct in general; together 
with what I was by no means indeed a 


In Sicily: to which province he ſucceeded 


as governor at the expiration of his prætorſhip. 


Pigh. Annal. iii. p. 476. 


Þ He was one of the lieutenants of Plancus. 
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ſtranger to before, the charms of your 


ſocial and friendly qualities. To this he 


did not forget to add likewiſe, the fin. 


gular generoſity which you have ſhewn 
in your behaviour towards himſelf, Eye. 
ry one of theſe articles I heard with plea- 
ſure; and for the laſt I am much obliged 
to you J. 

'The friendſhip I enjoy with your fa- 
mily, my dearPlancus, commenced ſome. 
what before you were born; and as the 
affection which I conceived for you began 
from your childhood, ſo in your more 
mature years it was mutually improved 
into the ſtricteſt intimacy. Theſe are 


conſiderations which ſtrongly engage me 
to favour your intereſts, which 1 look 


upon indeed as my own, Merit in con- 
junction with fortune have crowned you, 
even thus early in your life, with the 
higheſt diſtinctions; as the diligent ex- 
ertion of your ſuperior talents has fruſ- 
trated the oppoſition of thoſe many en- 
vious antagoniſts, who vainlyendeavour- 
ed to obſtruct your way. And now, if you 
will be influenced by the advice of æ man 
who greatly loves you, and who from a 
long connection with you has an equal 
claim to your regard with the oldeſt of 


your friends; you will receive all the 


future honours of your life from the re- 
public in its beſt and moſt conſtitutional 
form. There was a ſeaſon, you know, 
(for nothing ſurely could have eſcaped 
your diſcernment) there was a ſeaſon 5 
when the world thought you too compli- 
ant with the prevailing faction of the 
times; and I ſhould have thought ſo too, if 
I had imagined that your approbation was 
to be meaſured by your ſubmiſſion. But 
as I knew the ſentiments of your heart, 
I was perſuaded you had prudently con- 
ſidered the extent of your power. Public 
affairs, however, are at preſent in a far 
ditferent ſituation; and you may now 
freely act in every point as your judg- 
ment ſhall direct. The time is ſhortly 
approaching when, in conſequence: of 
your. preſent deſignation, you will enter 
upon the conſular office; and you wv!!! 
enter upon it, my friend, in the prime 0! 
your years; with the ad vantage of pol- 
ſeſſing the nobleit and moſt commanding 
eloquence; and at a period too when 
there is the utmoſt ſcarcity of ſuch 1!1ut- 
T Futnius. had been particularly recon” 
mended by Cicero to the favour of Plancus. 
During Caſar's uſurpation. 
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trious citizens as yourſelf. „ae 


jure you then, by the immortal gods, 


moſt earneſily to purſue thoſe meaſures 
that will enſure the higheſt glory to — 
character. Now there is but one poſſible 


method of acting towards the republic 


with this advantage to your reputation; 
at leaſt there is but one in the preſent 


cenjuncture, as the commonwealth has 


for ſo many years * been diſturbed by 
our inteſtine cammotions. 

When LI write to you in this train, it is 
rather in compliance with the dictates of 
my aflection, than as ſuppoſing that you 
{and in need either of precepts or admo- 
nitions. Iam ſenfible that you are ſut- 
{ciently ſupplied with reflections of this 
nature, from the ſame ſource whence I 
derive them myſelf; it is time therefore 
to put an end to what I deſigned, not as 
an ottentation of my wiſdom, but merely 
as an inſtance of my friendſhip, I will 
only add, that you may depend upon the 
moſt zealous of my ſervices upon every 
occaſion, wherein I ſhall imagine your 
credit and character are concerned. 


e. 


Plancus to Cicero. 


7 2, 0% SY 
1 exceedingly obliged to you for 
your letter Þ: a fayour for which I am 
:debted, I perceive, to the account that 
Furnius gave of me in the converſation 
zou mention, If I have not written to 
ou ſooner, you muſt impute it to my be- 
ug informed that you were ſet out upon 
Your expedition into Greece; and I was 
:0t appriſed of your return till a very 
dort time before I learned it from your 
*ter, I mention this becauſe I ſhould 
ink myſelf deſerving of the higheſt re- 
xoach, if I were intentionally guilty of 
ngnmifſion even in the ſlighteſt office of 
endſhip towards you. The intimacy 
ndeed which was contracted between you 
in! my father; the early eſteem I con- 
*vedof your merit, together with thoſe 
!ances of affection J have received 
em you; ſupply me with many power - 
Areaſons for not failing in the regards 
loge you, Be aſſured, therefore, my 
ear Cicero, there is no man whom I am 
much diſpoſed to revere as yourſelf; 


* The civil wars had now continued about 
Fen Years, 


? The preceding epiſtle. 


- n * N 1 * 
© '4 — . 


as indeed the great diſparity of our ages. 
may well juſtify me in looking up to you 
with all the ſacred reſpe& of filial vene- 
ration. I received your admonitions, 
therefore, as ſo many dictates of the moſt. 
conſummate wiſdom ; at the ſame time 
that I conſidered them as inſtances like- 
wiſe of your unfeigned ſincerity; for in 
this reſpect I judge of your heart by what 
I feel in my own. 1f I had any doubt 
then what meaſures to purſue, or were 
inclined to adopt others than thoſe you 
recommend, I ſhould moſt certainly be 
determined by your judgment, or re- 
ſtrained by your advice; but in my pre- 


ſent ſituation, can there poſſibly be an in- 


ducement to draw me trom thoſe paths 
you point out? The truth is, that what- 
ever honourable diſtinctions 1 have ac- 
quired either by my own induſtry, or by 
the favours of fortune, though far in- 
ferior to what your affection repreſents 
them; yet they want no other luſtre, 
perhaps, but that of having been attained 
with the general approbation of the com- 
monwealth ; and this even the moſt in- 
veterate of my enemies acknowledge. Be 
aſſured then, that the whole of my pow- 
er, my prudence, and my authority, ſhall 
ever be exerted in the ſervice of the re- 
Public. As I am no ſtranger to your 
ſentiments, I am well perſuaded that mine 
would never diſagree with yours, if ] had 
the happineſs of having you ſo near me 
as to be able to conſult them. But though 
Icannot enjoy this very deſirable advan- 
tage, yet 1 truſt you will never have oc- 
caſion to condemn my conduct. 

Jam extremely impatient tolearn what 
is tranſacting in the nearer Gaul, as well 
as what effect the preſent month I may 
produce in regard to affairs at Rome. In 
the mean time, I am earneſtly labouring 
to prevent the people of this province 
from purſuing theexample oftheirneigh- 
bours, by taking advantage of the public 
diſturbances to throw off their allegiagce. 
And ſhould my endeavours be attended 
with the ſucceſs theydeſerve, I doubt not 
of being approved, not only by every 
friend of 1 in general, but, what I 
am moſt ambitious of, by yourſelf in par- 
ticular. Farewel, my dear Cicero, and 
love me with an equal return of that at- 
fection I bear you. 


t January: when the new conſuls always 
entered upon their office. The conſuls for the 
preſcot year were Hutius and Panſa. 
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LETTER CLXI, 
To Nlancus. 


la. v — 7 
5 HE duplicate you ſent me of your let- 


ter *, was an inſtance of your oblig- 


ing care leſt I ſhould be diſappointed of 


what I fo impatiently wiſhed to receive. 
The contents attorded me a double ſatiſ- 


faction; and lam at a loſs to determine, 


| whether the friendſhip you proteſs for 
myſelf, or the zeal you diſcover for the 
republic, rendered it moſt truly accept- 
able. To ſpeak my on opinion, indeed, 
the public affections are altogether noble 
and ſublime ; but ſurely there is ſome- 
thing more amiably ſweet in thoſe of the 
private kind. Accordingly that part of 

our letter where you remind me of the 
intimacy in which I lived with your fa- 


ther, of the early diſpoſitiun you found in 


yourſelf te love me, together with other 
paſſages to the ſame en, purpoſe, 
filled my heart with the moſt exquiſite 
pleaſure; as the ſentiments you profeſs 
with regard to the commonwealth raiſed 
in me the higheſt ſatis faction; and to fay 
truth, I was ſo much the more pleaſed 
with the latter, as they were accompa- 
nied at the ſame time with the former. 


To repeat what I ſaid in the letter to 


which you have returned ſo obliging an 
anſwer, let me not only exhort, but in- 
treat you, my dear Plancus; to exert your 
utmoſt powers in the ſervice of the com- 
monwealth. There is nothing that can 
more contribute to the advancement of 
your glory : for amongſt all human ho- 
nours, none moſt certainly is ſuperior to 
that of deſerving well of one's country, 
Your great good ſenſe and good nature 
will futter me, I know, to ſpeak my ſenti- 
ments to you with the ſame freedom that 
J have hitherto uſed. Let me again ob- 


ſerve then, that the honours you have 


already acquired, though you could not 
indeed have attained to them without 
merit, yet they have principally been 
owing to fortune, in conjunction with the 
particular circumſtances of the times. 
But whatever ſervices, vou fhall perform 


for the republic in this very critical con- 


juncture, will reflect a luſtre upon your 
character that willderiveallits ſplendour 
from yourſelf alone. It is incredible how 


The foregoing. 
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people, except thoſe only of the ſame 


= | 


utmoſt aſſiſtance, even if he had done me 


weight with me it ought, but in com- 
' pliance alſo with my own inclinations. | 


odious Antony is hecome to all ſorts of 


diſhoneſt views with himſelf: but the 
great hopes and expectations of the re. 
public are fixed upon you and the army 
you command. Let me conjure youthen, 
in the moſt ſolemn manner, not to loſe {g 
important an opportunity of eſtabliſhing 
yourſelf in the eſſeem and favour of your 
tellow=citizens, or in other words, of ga. 
thering immortal praiſe. Believe me, it 
is with all the tenderneſs of a father that 
I thus admoniſh you; that I enter inte 
your intereſts with as much warmth as if 
they were my own; and that my exhort- 
ations proceed from the zeal 1 bear for 
the glory of my friend, and for the wel 
face of my country, Adieu. 


LETTER CLEM; 
To Lucius Papirius Petus, 


[A. U. 710. ] 
1 HAVE received a ſecond letter from 

you, concerning your friend Rufus: 
and ſince you intereſt yourſelfthus warmly 
in. his behalf, you might depend upon mi 


an injury But I am perfectly ſenſible 
from thoſe letters of his which you com- 
municated to me, as well as frond your 
own, how much my welfare has been his 
concern, I cannot therefore refuſe hin 
my friendly offices, not only in regard i 
your recommendation, which has all the 


muſt acknowledge that it was his and 
your letters, my dear Pætus, which fich 
put me upon my guard againſt the de- 
ligns that were formed to deſtroy me. | 
afterwards indeed received intelligence 
from ſeveral other hands to the ſame et- 
fect, and particularly of the conſultations 
that were held concerning me both & 
Aquinium and Fabrateria + ; of uhich 
meetings I find you were likewiſe ap- 
priſed. One would imagine that this 
party had foreſeen bow much 1 ſhou!! 
embarraſs their ſchemes, by the indufty 
they employed in order to compals v 
deſtruction 3 and as I had not the leall 
ſuſpicion of their purpoſes, I might in- 


+ Theſe towns were ſituated in Latium. er 
what is now called the Campagna di Rems 
They Mill ſubſiſt under the names of A 
ard Fabratera. 
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cautiouſly have fallen into their ſnares, if 
it had not been for the admonitions you 
ſent mein conſequence of the information 
vou had received from Rufus. Your 
{riend, therefore, wants no ad yocate with 
ne for my good offices; and I wiſh the 
republic may be in ſo happy a lituation, 
as to afford men opportunity of giving 
him the moſt ſubſtantial proofs of wy 
gratitude. 

But to diſmiſs this ſubject . 1 am ſorry 
van no longer frequent the feſtive tables 
of YOur friends; 45 you cannot renounce 
the parties of good cheer, without de- 
priving yourſelf of a very exquilite gra- 
tfication. And to tell you the truth, I. 
am ſorry likewiſe upon another account 
as Jam afraid you will loſe the little 


knowledge you had acquired in the art 


of cookery, and be abſolutely at a lofs 
ho to ſet forth a tolerable ſupper. For 
25 you made no very conſiderable im- 
provements in this faſhionable ſcience, 
even when you hal many curious models. 
fir jour imitation; what ſtrange aa RkVard 
"ings muſt your entertainments prove 
von, that you enjoy no longer the fame 
advantages? Whenlinſor med Spurinna® 
of this wonderful revolution in « ſyſtem 
of your affairs, he ſhook his prophetic 
head, and declared that it portended ſome 
terrible diſaſter to the commonwealth ; 
wicſs, ſaid he, this extraordinary ph 
nomenon be occaſioned by the preſent 
cold weather, and your friend ſhould re 

turn with the zephyrs to his accuſtomed 
train of lire. But without a joke, my 
dear Pætus, I would adviſe you to ſpend 


* Acelebrated qiviner, who is ſaid to have 
Pewarned Ceſar of the ides of March. Suet. 
Is Tal, 81 

* . * 
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your time in the cheerful ſociety of a ſet 
of worthy and agreeable friends; as there 
is nothing, in my eſtimation, that more 
effectually contribute: to the happineſs of 
human lite. When I ſaythis, Ido not mean 
with reſpect to the ſeuſual gratifications 
of the palate, but with regard to that 
plealing relaxation of the mind which is 
beſt produced by the freedom of ſocial 
converſe, and whichis always maſtagree-' 
able ar the hour of meals. For this rea- 
ſon the Latin language is much happier, 
I think, than the Greek, in the term it 
employs to expreſs aſſemblies of this ſort. 
In the latter. they are called by a word 
which ſignifies compotations ; whereas in 
ours they are more emphatically ſtyled 
convivial meetings; intimating that it is 
in a communication of this nature that 
life is moſt truly enjoyed, You ſee Lam 
endeavouring to bring philoſophy to my 
aſſiſtance in recalling you to the tables of 
your friends; and indeed I preſcribe 
them as the heſt recipe for the re-eſta- 
bliſnment of your health. 

Do. not imagine, my friend, from my 
writing in this {train of pleaſantry, that I 
haverenounced my cares forthe republic, 
Be aſfured, on the contrary, that it is the 
ſole and uninterrupted buſineſs of my life 
to ſecure to my fellow-citizens the full 
poll-{Tion of their liberties; to which end 
my admonitions, mylabours, and the ut- 
moſt powers of my wind, are upon all 
occaſions unweariedly employed, In a 
word, it 1s my firm perſuation, that if I 
ſhould die a martyr to theſe patriot-en= 
deavours, I ſhail finiſh my days in the 
moſt glorious -anner, Again and again 

I bid you farewel, 
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From the Letters of PLINY the ConsvrL *, to ſeveral of his Friends, 
as tranſlated by WILLIAM MELMOTH, Eſq. 


. ꝙ——— 


LETTER 1M 
Fo Canmius Rufus. 
JOW ftands Comum +, that fa- 


vourite ſcene of yours and mine ? 


What becomes of the pleaſant Villa, that 


vernal Portico, theſhady Planetree-walk, 
the eryſtal Canal ſo agreeably winding 


* Pliny was born in the reign of Nero, about 
the eight hundred and fiftcenth year of Rome, 
and the ſixty- ſecond of the Chriſtian æra. As to 
the time of his death, antiquity has given us no 
information: but it is conjectuſed that he died 
either a little before, or ſoon after that excel- 
lent Prince, his admired Trajan; that is, about 
the year of Chiiſt one hundred and ſixte en. 

The elegance of this author's manner adds 
force to the moſt intereſting, at the ſame time 
that it enlivens the moſt common ſubjeQs. But 
the polite and ſpirited turn of theſe letters, is by 
no means their principal recommendation: they 
receive a much higher value, as they exhibit 
one of the moſt amiable and animating charac- 
ters in all antiquity. Pliny's whole life ſeems to 
have been employed in the exerciſc of every ge- 
nerous and ſocial affection. To forward modeſt 
merit, to encourage ingenious talents, to vindi- 
cate oppręſſed innocence, are ſome cf the glo- 
rious purpoſes to which he devoted his power, 


his fortune, and his abilities. But how does he 


- rife ir our efteem and admiration, when we fee 
hm exerciſing {with a grace that diſcovers his 
humanity as well as his politenets) the nobleſt 
acts both of public and private munificence, 


not ſo much from the abundance of his wealth, 


as the wiſdom of his economy |! 

+ The city where Pliry was born: it ſtill 
ſubſiſts, and is now called Como, ſituated upon 
the lake Larius, or Lago ci Como, in the 
dutchy of Milan. 


_ 


along its flowery banks, together witk 
the charming Lake I below, that ſerves 
at once the purpoſes of uſe and beauty! 
What have you totell me of the firm yet 
ſoft GeſtatioS, the ſunny Bath, the 
public Saloon, the private Dining-room, 
and allthe elegant apartments for repoſe 
both at noon and night? Do theſe en- 
Joy my friend, and divide his time with 
pleaſing viciſſitude? Or do the affairs of 
the world, as uſual, call you frequently 
out from this agreeable retreat? If the 
ſcene of your enjoyments lies wholly 
there, you are happy; if not, you are 
under the common error of mankind, 
But leave, my friend (for certainly it is 
high time), the ſordid purſuits of life t 
others, and devote yourſelf, in this calm 
and undiſturbed receſs, entirely to plea- 
ſures of the ſtudious kind. t theſe 
employ your idle as well as ſerious hours; 
let them be at once your buſineſs and 
your amuſement, the ſubjects of your 
waking and even fleeping thoughts: 
produce ſomething that ſhall be really 
and for ever your own. All your other 
poſſeſſions will paſs on from one maſter 
to another: his alone, when once it Is 


T The lake Larius, upon the banks of 
which this villa was ſituated. 
SA piece of ground ſet apart for the purpoſe 
ot exerciſe either on horſeback, or in their ve- 
licles 3 it was generally contiguous to tber 
gardens, and laid out in the form of a Circus 

(| It was cuſtomary among the Romans ie 
Neep in the middle of the day, and they bat 


apartments for that purpoſe diſtinet from theit 


bedchambers. 


yours, 
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yours, will for ever be ſo. As I well 
know the temper and genius of him to 
whom I am addreſſing myſelf, I muſt ex- 
hort you to think 'as well of your abili- 
ties as they deſerye : do juſtice to thoſe 
excellent talents you poſſeſs, and the 
world, believe me, will certainly do ſo 
too, Farewel. 


LETTER- H. 

To Pompeia Celerina. 
you might perceive by my laſt ſhort 
letter, I had no occaſion of yours to 


inform me of the various conveniencies 
you enjoy at your ſeveral villas. The 


elegant accommodations which are to be 


found at Nernia *, Ocriculum +, Car- 


ſola I, Peruſia 5, particularly the pretty 


bath at Narnia, I am extremely well ac- 
quainted with. The truth is, I have a 
property in every thing which belongs to 
you; and | know of no other difference 
between your houſe and my own, than 
that I am more carefully attended in the 
former than the latter. 
haps, have occaſion to make the fame 
obſervation in your turn, whenever you 
ſhall give me your company here; which 
I wiſh for, not only that you may par- 
take of mine with the ſame eaſe and free- 
dom that I do of yours, but to awaken 
the induſtry of my domeſtics, who are 
grown ſomething careleſs in their attend- 
ance upon me. A long courſe of mild 
treatment is apt to wear out the impreſ- 
bons of awe in ſervants ; whereas new 
{aces quicken their diligence, as they 
are generally more inclined to pleaſe 


their maſter by attention to his gueſt, 
than to himſelf, Farewel, | | 


LETTE N III. 


To Cornelius Tacitus. 


| (CERnTainLY you will laugh (and 


laugh you may) when I tell you that 
your old acquaintance is turned ſportſ- 
man, and has taken three noble boars, 


What! (methinks I hear you ſay with 


aſtoniſhment) Pliny ;—Ewven he, How- 


def, | indulzedat the ſame time my be- 


* Now ealled Narni, a c'ty in Ombria, ia 


| the (111 chy of Spoleto. 


1 Ort colt, n the fame dutchy. 
Y Casta, in the ſame dutchy, 
Perugia, in Tuſcany. 
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You may, per- 


x07 


loved inaRtivity, and while I ſat at m 

nets, you would have found me, not wi 

my ſpear, but my pen by my fide. I 
muſed and wrote, being reſolved if 1 re= 
turned with my hands empty, at leaſt to 
come home with my ron full, Believe 
me, this manner of ſtudying is not to be 
deſpiſed : you cannot conceive how 
greatly exerciſe contributes to enliven 


the imagination. There is, beſides, 


ſomething in the ſolemnity of the vene- 
rable woods in which one is ſurrounded, 
together with that awful filence ¶ which 
is obſerved on theſe occaſions, that 
ſtrongly inclines the mind to meditation, 


For the future, therefore, let me adviſe 


you, whenever you hunt, to take along 


with you your pen and paper, as well as 


your baſket and bottle; for be aſſured 
you will find Minerva as fondof traverſ- 


ing the hills as Diana. Farewel. 


I 
To Minutius Fundanus, 


WHEN one conſiders how the time 

paſſes at Rome, one cannot but be ſur- 
priſed, that take any ſingle day, and it 
either is, or at leaſt ſeems to be, ſpent 


reaſonably enough; and yet upon caſting 


upthe whole ſum the amount willappear 
quiteotherwiſe. Aſk any one how he has 
been employed to-day ? he will tell you, 
perhaps, ** I have been at the ceremon 

** of taking up the manly robe]; this 
friend invited me to a wedding; that 
* deſired me to attend the hearing of 
his cauſe; one begged me to be wit- 
* neſs to his will ; another called me to 
a conſultation.” Theſe are offices 
which ſeem, while one isengaged in them, 
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¶ By the circumſtances of ſilence here men- 
tioned, as well as by the whole air of this let- 
ter, it is plain the hunting here recommended 
was of a very different kind from what is prac- 
tiſed amongſt us. It is probable the wild boars 
were allured into their nets by ſome kind of 
prey, with wh ch they were baited, while the 


ſport ſman watched at a diſtance in filence and | 


concealment. Something at leaſt of this mag- 
ner is here plainly implied, and is neceſſary to 
be hinted to the Engliſh reader in order to his 


conce: ving the propriety of Pliny's ſentiment, 


which otherwiſe malt ſeem abſurd. 

The Roman youths at the age of ſeventeen 
changed their habit, and took up the Toga viri- 
lu, or Manly zown, upon which occaſion they 


were conducted by the friends of the family 


with great ceremony either into the Forum or 
Cavitol, ard there inveſted w.th this new robe. 
P 3 extremely 
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extremely neceflary ; and yet when, in 
the quiet of ſome retirement, we look 
back upon the many hours thus employed, 
we cannot but candemn them as ſolemn 
impertinences. At ſuch a ſeaſon one is 
apt to reflect, How much of my life has 
been loſt in trifles! At leaſt it is a re- 
flection which frequently comes acroſs 
me at Laurentnm, after I have been 
employing myſelf in my ſtudies, or even 
in the neceſſary care of the animal ma- 


chine (for the body mult be repaired' 


and ſupported, if we would preferve the 
mind in all its vigour). In that peaceful 
retreat, I neither hear nor ſpeak any 


thing of which have occation to repent, 


I ſutter none to repeat to methe whiſpers 
of malice ; nor do | ceniure any man, 
unleſs mytelf, when I am ditflatisfied 
with my compoſitions, There I live un- 
diſturbed by rumour, and free from the 
anxiousſolicitudes of hope or tear, con- 
verſing only with myſelf and my books. 
True and genuine life! plealing and 
honourable repoſe. More, perhaps, to 
be deſired than the nobleſt employments ! 
Thou ſolemn ſea and ſolitary ſhore, beſt 


andmoſt retired ſcene for conteinplation, 


with how many noble thoughts have you 
inſpired me! Snatch. then, my friend, as 


I have, the firſt occaſion of leaving the 


noify town with all its very empty pur- 
ſuits, and devote your days to ſtudy, or 
even reſign them to eaſe ; for as my in- 
geninus friend Attihus pleaſantly faid, 
lt is better to do nothing, than to be 
i doing of nothing.” Farewel, 


LENT . 
To Ait Clemens, 
F ever polite literature flouriſhed at 


Rome, it certainlydoes now, of which 


could give you many eminent inftances :; 
will content myſelf however with 
naming only Euphrates the philoſopher, 
I'frft made acquaintance with this ex- 
cellent perſon in my youth, when ſerved 
in the army in Syria. I had an oppor- 
tunityof couverſing with him femilianly, 
and took ſome pan to gain his aſtection : 
though that inde-d woe nothing dither, 
for he is exceedin»ly open to acc, 
and full of that humwiity which he pro- 
felles. I ſhould thivk mytelf extremely 
happy if i had a> much antwered the 
expectations he at that time conceived of 
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me, as he exceeds every thing that 1 
had imagined of him. But perhaps [ 
admire his excellencies more now, than | 
did then, becauſe J underſtand them bet. 
ter; if I can with truth ſay I underſtand 
them yet. For as none but thoſe who 
are killed in painting, ſtatuary, or the 
plaſtic art, can form a right judgment of 
anyperformance inthoſe ſciences ;ſoa man 
mult himfelf have made great advances 
in learning, before he is capable of 
forming a jatt notion of the learned, 
However, as far as I am qualified to de- 
termine, Euphrates is poſſeffed of to many 
ſhining talents, that he cannot fail t 
ſtrike the molt iujudicious obſerver. He 
reaſons with much force, penetration, and 
elegance, and frequently launches out 
into all rhe ſublime and luxuriant elo— 
quence ot Plato. His ftyle is rich and 
flowing, and at the fame time fo won- 
derfully ſweet, that with a pleaſing vio- 
leace he. forces the attention of the moſt 
unwilling hearer. His outward appear- 


ance is agreeable to all the reſt: he has 


a good ſhape, a comely aſpect, long hair, 
and a large white beard ; circumitances 
which, though they may protably be 
thought trifling and accidental, contri— 
bute however to gain him much reye- 
rence. There is no affected negligence 
in his habit; his countenance is grave, 
but not auſtere ; and his approach com- 
minds reſpect „ ithout creating awe. Di- 
tinguiſhed as he is by the ſanctity of his 
manners, he is no leſs ſo by his polite 
and aftable addreſs. He points his elo- 
quence againſt the vices, not the perſons 
of mankind, and without cheſtifing re- 
claims the wanderer, His exhortations 
ſo captivateyour attention, that you hang 
as it were upon his lips; and even aft 
the heart is convinced, the ear ſtill wiſhes 
to liſten to the harmonious reaſoner, His 
family conliltPof three children (two ot 
winch are ſons), whom he educates with 
the utmoſt care. lis father-in-law Pon 
peins Julianus, as he greatly diſtinguilhed 
himielt in everyother part of his life, h 
particularly in this, that though he ws 
himſelf of the higheſt rank in his pro- 
vince, yet among many conſiderable 
competitors for his daughter, he pre- 
tccred Euphrates, as fieſt in merit, thoup! 
not in dign.ty: Bat to dwell any long 
upon the virtues of a man, wheſe conver- 
ten 1 am jo unſortunate as not to have 
leiſure ta enjoy, what would it avall bi- 
fa 
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to increaſe my uneaſineſs that I cannot 
enjoy it ? My time is wholly taken up 
in the execution of a very honourable, 
indeed, but very troubleſume employ- 
ment; in hearing of cauſes, anfwering 
petitions, pafling accounts, and writing 
of letters: but letters, alas! where ge- 
nius has no ſhare. I fometimes complain. 
to Euphrates (for I have leiſure ar leaſt 
for that) of theſe unpleafing occupations, 
He endeavours to comfort me, by aiitrm- 
inz, that to be engaged in the ſervice of 
the public, to hear and determine cuules, 
to explain the laws, and adminiſter juf- 
tice, is a part, and the nobleſt part too, 
of philoſophy, as it is reducing to pt᷑actice 
what her profetlors teach in ſpeculation, 
It may be ſo; but that it is as agreeable 
as to ſpend whole days in attending to his 
uſeful converſation—even his rhetoric 
will never be able to convince me. I 
cannot therefore but ſtrongly recommend 
it to you, who have leiſure, the next 
time you come to Rome (and you will 
come, I dare ſay, ſo much the ſooner) 
to take the benefit of his elegant and re- 
fined inſtructions. I am not, you ſee, in 
the number of thoſe who envy others the 
happineſs they cannot ſhare themſelves : 
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high reputation, and great dignity, to- 
gether with all the tender endearments 
of a wite, a daughter, a grandſon, aud 
lifters, and amidſt theſe conſiderable 
pledges of happineſs, many and faithful 
friends, Still it muſt be owned he had 
the higheſt reaſon (which to a wiſe man 
will al ways have the force of the ſtrongeſt 
obligation) to determine him in this re- 
ſolution. He had long laboured under 
ſo tedious and painful a diſtemper, that 
even theſe bleſſings, great and valuable 


as they are, could not balance the evils 


he ſuntered. In his thirty-third year 
(as I have frequently heard him ſay) he 
was ſeized with the gout in his feet. Chis 
he received from his father; for diſeaſes, 
as well as poſſeſſiuus, are ſometimes tranſ- 
mitted by a kind of inheritance. A liſe 
of abſtinence and virtue had ſomething 
broke the force of this diſtemper while 
he had ftrength and youth to ſtruggle 
with it; as a manly courage ſupported 
him under the increaſing weight of it in 
his old age. I remember in the reign 
of Domitian, I made him a viſit at his 
villa near Rome, where I found him 
under the moſt incredibleand undeſerved 
tortures; for the gout was now not only 


on the contrary, it is a very ſenſible plea- in his feet, but had ſpread itſelf over his 
nce ſure to me, when 1 find my friends in whole body, As ſoon as I entered his 
ve, poſſeſſion of an enjoyment from which chamber, his ſervants withdrew : for it 
m- have the misfortune to be excluded, was his conſtant rule, never to ſuffer them 
N- arewel, 


to be. preſent when any very intimate 
's W friend was with him : he even carried it 
, ſo far as to diſmiſs his wife upon ſuch 


elo- R YL occaſions, though worthy of the higheſt 

ſons | #7 ; confidence. Looking round about him, 

re- To Caleſtrius Tiro. Do you know (ſays he) why I endure 

ions life under theſe ' cruel agonies? It is 

Ang 1 HAVE ſuffered a moſt ſenſible loſs; with the hope that I may outlive, at leaſt 

phiet if that word is ſtrong enough to ex- for one day, that villain #. And O! ye 
ſhes preſs the misfortune which has deprived Gods, had you given me ſtrength, as you 

Bis me of fo excellent a man. Corellius have given me reſolution, I would infal- 
70 of Rufus is dead ! and dead too by his own libly have that pleaſure ! Heaven heard 

wir act a circumſtance, of great aggrava- his prayer, and having ſurvived that 
on tion to my atfliction, as that fort of death tyrant, and lived to ſee liberty reſtored, 
hed hich we cannot impute either to the he broke through thoſe great, but ho w- 
e, lo courſe of nature, or the hand of provi- ever now leſs forcible attachments to the 
Wa dence, is of all others the moſt to be la- world, fincehecould leave it in poſſeſſion 

pro- mented, It affords ſome conſolation in. of ſecurity and freedom. His diſtempe: 
rable the loſs of thoſe friends whom diſeaſe increaſed ; and as it now gr=w too violent 

pre- inatches from us, that they fall by the to admit of any relief from temperance, 
ough g*reral fate of mankind : but thoſe who he reſolutely determined to put an end 
Wa deſtroy themſelves, leave us under the to its uninterrupted attacks by an ett 2:1 
yer mconfalavle reflection that they had it in of heroiſm; He had refuled all fatienance 
have their power to have lived longer. Tis 5 
il but true, Corellius had many inducements ® Damitian, 

ta to be fond of life; a blameleſs conſcience, | _- 
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for four days, when his wife Hiſpulla 


ſent to me our common friend Geminius, 
with the melancholy news that he was 
reſolved to die; and that ſhe and her 
daughter having in vain joined in their 


' molt tender perſuaſions to divert him 


from his purpoſe, the only hope they had 
now left was in my endeavoursto recon- 
cile him to life. I ran to his houſe with 
the utmoſt precipitation. As I approach- 


ed it, I met a ſecond metlenger from 


Hiſpulla, who informed me there was 


nothing to be hoped for, even from me, 


as he now ſeemed more inflexible than 
Ever in his reſolution. What confirmed 
their fears was an expreſſion he made uſe 


of to his phyſician, who preſſed him to 


take ſome nouriſhment : 'tis gory, 
faid he: an expreſſion which as it rai 

my admiration of his greatneſs of ſoul ; 
ſo it docs my grief tor the lots of him. . 1 


am every moment reflecting what a va- - 


luable friend, what an excellent man J 
am deprived of. That he was arrived 
to his fixty-ſeyenth year, which is an age 


even the Nrongeſt ſeldom exceed, I wall 


know; that he is delivered from a life of 
continual pain ; that he left his family 
and {what he loved even more) his coun- 
try in a flouriſhing ſtate; all this I know, 
Still I cannot forbear to weep for him as 
if he had been in the prime and vigour 


of his days, and | weep (ſhall I own my 


* 
weaknels?) upon a private account. For 
I have lolt, oh! my friend, I have loſt 
tiie witneſs, the guide, and the director 
of my life! And to confeſs to you what 


I did to Calviſius in the firſt tranſport of 


my grief, I ſadly fear, now that I am no 
longer under his eye, 1 ſhall not keep ſo 
ſtrict a guard over my conduct, Speak 


comfort o me, therefore, I entreat you; 
not by telling me that he was old, that 
he was infirm: allthis I know ; but by up- 


plying me with ſome arguments that are 
uncommon and reliſtleſs, that neither the 
commerce of ihe world, nor the precepts 
of the philoſophers can teach me. For 
all that I have heard, and all that I have 


read, occur to me of themſelves ; but all 


theſe are by far too weak to ſupport me 
under ſo heavy an affliction. Farewel, 
LE TCR „. 
To Junius Mauricus. 


SOV defire me to look out a huſband 
* for your niece ; and it is with juſtice 


you enjoin me that office. You were a 
witneſs to the eſteem and affection | bore 
that great man her father, and with what 
noble inſtructions he formed my youth, 
and taught me to deſerve thoſe praiſes 
he was pleaſed to beitow upon me. You 
could not give me then a more import. 
ant, or more agreeable commiſſion, nor 
could I be employed in an office of 
higher honour, than of chooſing a young 
man worthy of continuing the family of 
Ruſticus Arulenus ; a choice I ſhould be 
long in determining if I were not ac- 
quainted with Minutius Amiliauus, why 
ſeems formed for our purpoſe. While 
he loves me with that warmth of affection 
which is uſual between young men of 
equal years (as indeed I have the advance 
ot him but by very few), he reveres meat 
the ſame time with all the deference due 
to age; and is as deſirous to model him- 


ſelf by my inſtructions, as 1 was by thoſe 


of yourſelf and your brother. He is a 
native of Brixia *, oue of thoſe provinces 
in Italy which {till retains much of the 
frugal ſimplicity and purity of ancient 
manners. He is ſon to Minutius Macri- 
nus, whoſe humble deſires were ſatisfied 
witi being firſt in the rank of the Equeſ- 
trian order: for though he was nominated 
by Veſpaſian in the number of thoſe 
whom that Prince dignified with the 
Preetorian honours ; yet with a deter- 
mined greatneſs of mind, he rather pre- 
ferred an elegant repole, to the ambi- 
tious, mall 1 call them, or honourable 
purſuits in which we in public life are 
engaged. His grand-mother on the mo- 
ther's ſide is Serrana Procula, of Padua: 
vou are no ſtranger to the manners of 
that place; yet Serrana is looked upon, 
even among theſe reſerved people, as an 
exemplary inſtance of ſtrict virtue. Aci- 
Itus, his uncle, is a man of ſingular gra- 
vity, wiſdom, and integrity. In a word, 


you will find nothing throughout his fa- 


mily unworthy of yours. Minutius him- 
ſelt has great vivacity, as well as appli- 
cation, joined at the ſa ue time with a 
moſt amiable and becoming modelly, 
He has already, with much credit, paſſed 
through the oftices of Quæſtor, Tribune, 
and Frzetor, ſo that you will be ſpared 
the trouble ot ſoliciting for him tholſe ho- 


nourable employments, He has a gen- 


* A 2 che territories of Venice, don 
called Brelcia, | 
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teel and ruddy countenance, with a cer- 
tain noble mein that ſpeaks the man 
of diſtinction: advantages, I think, by 
no means to be ſlighted, and which I look 
upon as the proper tribute to virgin in- 


nocence. I am doubtful whether | ſhould. 


add, that his father is very rich. When 
I conſider the character of thoſe who re- 


* quire a huſband of my chooſing, I know 


it is unneceſſary to mention wealth; but 
when I reflect upon the prevailing man- 
ners of the age, and even the laws of 
Rome, which rank a man according to 
his poſſeſſions, it certainly claims ſome 
notice : and indeed in eſtabliſhments of 
this nature, where children and many 
other circumſtances are to be conſidered, 
it is an article that well deſerves to be 
taken into the account. You will be in- 
clined perhaps to ſuſpect, that affection 
has had too great a ſhare in the character 
I have been drawing, and that 1 have 
heightened it beyond the truth. But I 
will ſake all my credit, you will find 
every thivg far beyond what I have re- 
preſented. I confels, indeed, I love Mi- 
nutius (as he juſtly deſeryes) with all the 
warmth of the moſt ardent affection; but 
for that very reaſon I would not aſcribe 
more to his merit, than I know it will ſup- 
port, Farewel. 


LETTER VIII. 
To Septitius Clarus. 
pow happened it, my friend, that 


you did yot keep your engagement 
the other night to ſup with me? But 
take notice, juſtice is to be had, and [ 
expect you ſhall fully reimburſe me the 
expence I was at to treat you; which, 
let me tell you, was no ſmall ſum. I had 
prepared, you muſt know, a lettuce a- 
piece, three ſnails*, two eggs, and a 
barley cake, with ſome ſweet wine and 
Inow+: the ſnow moſt certainly I ſhall 


The Engliſh reader may probably be ſur- 
prifed to find this article in P'iny's pniloſor hi- 
cal bill of fare; it will not be improper th. re- 
dre io inform him, that a diſh of ſnaile was 
wry Common at a Roman table. The manner 
ui*d to fatten them is related by ſome very 
grave authors of antiquity ; and Pliny the el- 
cer mentions one Fulvius Hirpinus who had 
zug ed that art with ſo much ſucceſs, that the 
Gels of ſome of his ſnails would contain 
about ten quarts, In ſome parts of Switzer- 
an this foo is ſtill in high repute. See Ad- 
4100's Tray, 364. | 

The Romans uſed ſuow not only to cool 
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charge to your account, as a rarity that 
will not keep. Beſides all theſe curious 
diſhes, there were olives of Andaluſia, 
gourds, ſhalots, and à hundred other 
dainties equally ſumptuous. You ſhould 
likewiſe have been entertained eitherwith 
an interlude, the rehearſal of a poem, or 
a piece of muſic, as you liked beſt ; or 
(ſuch was my liberality) with all three. 
But the luxurious delicaciesfandSpaniſh 
dancers of a certain —— I know not 
who, were, it ſeems, more to your taſte. 
Howeverg t ſhall have my revenge of you, 
depend up it; —in what manner, ſhall 
at preſent he à ſecret. In good truth it 
was not kind, thus tomortify your friend, 
I hadalmoftfaidyourſelf;—andupon ſe- 
cond thoughts I do ſay ſo; for how agree- 
ably ſhould we have ſpent the evening, 
in laughing, trifling, and deep ſpecula- 
tion! You may ſup, I confeſs, at many 
places more ſplendidly ; but you can be 
treated no where, believe me, with more 
unconſtrained cheerfulneſs, ſimplicity, 
and freedom: only makethe experiment; 
and if you do not ever afterwards prefer 
my table to any other, never favour ne 
with your company again. Farewel, 


LETTER IX. 


To Erucius. 


ConcriveD an affection for my 
friend Pompeius Saturninus, and ad- 
mired his genius, even long before I 
knew the extenſive variety of his talents : 
but he has nowtaken full and unreſerved 


their liquors, but their ſtomachs, after having 
inflamed themiclves with h gh eating: Niven 
redunt, ſays Seneca, felatium ſizmachi aſtuan- 
tis, This cuſtom ſtiſl prevails in Italy, eſpe- 
cially at Naples, where (as Mr. Addiſon ob- 
ſerves) *© they drink very few liquors, not fo 
much as water, that have not lain in freſco, and 
every body from the higheſt to the loweſt 
makes u'e of it; inſomuch that a ſcarcity of 
ſnow would raiſe a mutiny at Naples, as much 
as a dearth of corn or proviſiens in another 
country.“ Trav. 188. | 

t In the original the diſhes are ſpecified, 
viz. Oyſters, the matrices of tows, and a cer- 
tain ſea ſhell-fiſh, prickly !ike a hedge-hog, 
cailed Echinus, all in the higheſt eſtimation 
among the Roman admirers of table-!nvury , 
as 2ppears by numberlels paſſage in the claſſic 
writers. Our own country had the honour to 
furniſh them with oyſters, wl ich they fetched 
from Sardwich: Mort»nus, mentioned by 
Juvenal, was fo well ſkilled in the lcience of 


- gaod eating, that he could te by the firſt 


tatte whetier they came hom thence or not. 


poſſeſſion 
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poſſeſſion of my whole heart, I have 


heard him in the unpremeditated, as 


well as ſtudied ſpeech, plead with no leſs 


warmth and energy, than grace and elo- 
quence. He abounds withjuſt refleCtions ; 
his periods are graceful and majeſtic; 
his words harmonious, and ſtamped with 
the authority of genuine antiquity, Theſe 
united qualities infinitely delight you, not 
only when you are carried along, if 1 
may ſo ſay, with the reſiſtleſs flow of his 
charming and emphatical elocution ; but 
when conſidered diſtin and apart from 
that advantage. I am perſuaded you 
will be of this opinion when you peruſe 
his orations, and will not heſitate to place 
him in the ſame rank with the ancients, 
whom he ſo happily imitates. But you 
will view him with ſtill higher plraſure in 
the character of an hiſtorian, where his 
{ivle is at once conciſe and clear, ſmooth 
and ſublime ; and the ſame energy of ex- 
preſſion, though with more cloſeneſs, 
runs through his harangues, which ſo emi- 
nentiy diſtinguiſhes and adorns his plead- 


ings. But theſe are not all his excellen- 


cies ; he has compoſed ſeveral poetical 
pieces in the manner of my favourite 
Calvus and Catullus. What ſtrokes of 
wit, what {.veetneſs of numbers, what 
pointed ſatire, and what touches of the 
render paſſion appear in his verſes! in 


the widſi of which he ſomerimes define 


edly falls into an agreeable negligence in 


his metre, in imitation too of thoſe 24 


mired poets. He read to me, the other 
day, ſome letters which he aſſured me 


- were wrote by his wife, I fancied I was 


hearing Plautus or Terence in proſe. If 
they are that lady's (as he poſitively af- 
firms), or his own {which he abſohitely 
denies), either way he deſerves equa] ap- 
plauſe ; whether for writing fo politely 
himſelf, or forhaving fohighlviniproved 
and refined the genius of his wit-, whom 
he married young and uninftructed. His 
works are never out of my hands; and 
wherher I fir down to write any thing 
myſelf, or to reviſe what I have already 
wrote, or am in a diſpoßtion to amuſe 
myletf, | conttantly take up this agree- 
able author; and as ofren as I do fo, he 
iS 1111] new. Let me {tronoly recommend 


him to the ſame degree of intimacy with 


vou; nor be it any pre judice to his me- 
rit that he 1s a cotemporary writer. Had 
be flouriſh in ſome diſtant age, not 
ony his works, bat the y-ry pictures and 


* 


- 


ſtatues of him, would have been paſſion. 
ately enquired after; and ſhall we then, 
from a ſort of ſatiety, and merely becauſe 
he is prefent among us, ſuffer his talents 
to languiſh and fade away unhonoured 
and unadmired ? It is ſurely a very per- 
verſe and envious diſpoſition, to look 
with indifference upon a man worthy of 
the higheſt approbation, for no other 
reaſon but becauſe we have it in our 
power to ſee him and to converſe with 
him, and not only to give him our ap- 


Piauſe, but to receive him into our 


triendinip. Farewel. 
LETTER IX. 
To Cornelius N 


HA“ E ſreqũent debates with a learned 

and judicious perſon of my acquaint- 
ance, why admires nothing ſo much in 
the eloquence of ths bar as conciſeneſs, 
1 agree with him, where the cauſe will 
adnnt ot this manner, it may be properly 
enough purſued ; but inſiſt, that to omit 
what is material to be mentioned, oronly 
ſlighiely to touch upon thoſe points which 
ſhould be ſtrongly inculcated, and urged 
home to the minds of the audience, is in 
eitect to delert the cauſe one has under- 
taken. In many caſes a copious manner 
of expreilion gives ſtrength and weight 
to our ideas, which frequently make im- 
preffions upon the mind, as iron does 
upon ſolid bodies, rather by repeated 
ſtrokes than a fingle blow. In anſwer 
to this he uſually has recourſe to autho- 
rities, and produces Lyſias amongſt the 
Grecians, and Cato and the two Gracchi 
among ouro an countrymen, as inſtances 
in favour of the conciſe ſtyle. In return, 
I name Demoſthenes, Aſchynes, Hiſpe— 
rides, and many others, in oppoſition to 
Lytizs ; while I confront Cato and the 
Gracchi, with Cæſar, Pollio, Cœlius, 


and above all Cicero, whoſe longeſt ora- 


tion is generally eſteemed the beſt, It is 


in good compoittions, as in every thing 
elſe that is valuable; the more there 's 
of them, the better, You may obferre 
in ſtatues, balſo-relievos, pictures, and 
the bodies of men, and even in animals 
and trees, that nothing is more grace. 
than magnitude, if it is accompanied with 
proportion. Ihe ſame holds true in 
pleading; and even in books, a large 
volume carries tomething of beauty and 

| | authority 


dect. II. 


authority in its very fize, My antagoniſt 
who is extremely dexterous at eyading 
an argument, eludes all this, and much 
more which I uſually urge to the ſame 
purpoſe, by inſiſting that thoſe very per- 
ſons, upon whole works I found my opi- 
nion, made conſiderable additions totheir 
orations when they publiſhed them. This 
deny: and appeal to the harangues of 
numberleſs orators; particularly to thoſe 
of Cicero for Murena and Varenus, 
where he ſeems to have given us little 
more than the general charge. Whence 
it appears, that many things which he 
enlarged upon at the time he delivered 
thoſe orations, were retrenched when he 


gave them to the public. The ſame ex- 


cellent orator informs us, that, agreeably 
tothe ancient cuſtom which allowed only 


one counſel on a ſide, Cluentius had no 


other advocate but himſelf; and tells us 
facther, that he employed four whole 
days in defence of Cornelius: by which 
it plainly appears that thoſe orations 


which, when delivered at their full 
length, had neceſſarily taken up ſo much 


time at the bar, were greatly altered and 
abridged when he afterwards compriſed 


them in a fingle volume, though I muſt 
But it is 


confeſs indeed, a large one. 
objected, there is a great difference be- 
tween good pleading and juſt compoſi- 
tion. This opinion, I acknowledge, has 
ſome favourers, and it may be true; ne- 
vertheleſs I am perſuaded (though I may 
perhaps be miſtaken) that, as it is poſh - 
ble a pleading may be well received by 
theaudience, which has not merit enough 
to recommend it to the reader: ſo a good 
oration cannot be a bad pleading ; for 


the oration upon paper is, in truth, the 
original and model of the ſpeech that is 


to be pronounced. It is for that reaſon 
we find in many of the beſt orations ex- 
tant, numberleſs expreſſions which have 
the air of unpremediated diſcourſe ; and 


this even where we are ſure they were 


never ſpoken at all: as for inſtance in 
the following paſſage from the oration 
againſt Verres,—** A certain mechanic 


'—what's his name? Oh, I'm obliged, 


% you for helping me to it: yes, I 
mean Polycletus.” It cannot then 
be denied, that the nearer approach a 
ſpeaker makes to the rules of juſt com po- 
ſition, the more perfect he will be in his 
art; always ſuppoſing, however, that he 
has the-neceflary indulgence in point of 
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time; for if he be abridged of that, no 
imputation can juſtly be fixed upon the 
advocate, though certainly a' very great 
one is chargeable upon the judge. The 


ſenſe of the laws is, I am fure, on my 
. fide, which are by no means ſparing of 


the orator'# time: it is not brevity; but 
an enlarged ſcope, a fullattention toe very 
thing material, which they recommend. 
And how is it poſſible for an advocate to - 
acquit himſelf gf that duty, unleſs in the 
moſt inſignificant cauſes, if he affects to 
be conciſè? Let me add hat experience, 
the unerting ge, has taught me: it 
has freghent n my province to act 
both alt ate and a judge, as I 
n aſſiſted as an aſſeſſor *, where 
L have ever found the judgments of man- 


kind ars to be influenced by different ap- 


plicatioñs; and that the ſlighteſt circum- 
— produce the moſt important 
conſequences. There is ſo vaſt a variety 

in the diſpoſitions and underitindings of 
men, that they ſeldom agree in their 
opinions about any one point in debate 
before them; or if they do, it is gene- 
rally from the movement ef different paſ- 
ſions. Beſides, as every aian naturally 
favours his own diſcoveries, and when he 
hears an argument made uſe of which 
had before occurred to himſelf, will cer- 
tainly embrace it as extremely con- 
vincing, the orator therefore ſhould ſo 
adapt himſelf to his audience as to throw 
out ſomething to everyone of them, that 
he may receive and approve as his own 
peculiar thought. I remember when Re- 
gulus and 1 were concerned together in a 
cauſe, he ſaid to me, You ſeem to think 
it neceſſary to inſiſt upon every point 3 
whereas I always take aim at my adver- 
ſary's throat, and there I cloſely preſs 
bim. ('Tis true, he tenaciouliy holds 


whatever part he has once fixed upon; 


but the misfortune is, he is extremely 
apt to miſtake the right place.) I an- 
ſwered, it might poſſibly happen that 

what he took for what he called the 
throat, was in reality ſome other part. 
As for me, ſaid I, who do not pretend 
to direct my aim with ſo much certainty, 
I attack every part, and puſh at every 
opening; in ſhort, to uſe a vulgar pro- 


be Prætor was affiſted by ten aſſeſſors, 

five of whon were ſenators, and the reſt 
knights. With theſe he was obliged to conſult 
betore he pronounced fentence. 


verb⸗ 


114 


verb, I leave no ſtone unturned. As in 


" tude. 


— 


agriculture, it is not my vineyards, or 


my woods alone, but my fields alſo that 


I cultivate; and (to purſue the alluſion) 
as I do not content myſelf with ſowing 
thoſe fields with only one kind of grain, 


but employ ſeveral different ſorts: ſo in 
my pleadings at the bar, I ſpread at large 


a variety of matter like ſo many different 
ſeeds, in order to reap from thence what- 
ever may happen to hit : for the diſpo- 
frrion of your judges is as precarious and 
as little to be aſcertained, as that of ſoils 


and ſeaſons. I remember the comic 
writer Eupolis mentions it in praiſe of 


that excellent orator Pericles, that 


On his lips perſuaſion hung, 
And powerful realon rul'd his tongue : 
Thus he, alone, could boaſt the art, 


» To charm at once and fling the heart. 


But could Pericles, without the richeſt 
variety of expreſſion, and merely by force 
of the conciſe or the rapid ſtyle, or both to- 
gether (for they are extremely different), 
have exerted that charm and that ſting 
of which the poet here ſpeaks ? To de- 
light and to perſuade requires time and 
a great compaſs of language; and to 
leave aſting in the minds of h saudience, 


is an effect not to be expected from an 


orator who {lightly puſhes, but from him, 
and him only, who thruſts home and 
deep. Another comic poet“, ſpeaking 


of the ſame orator, ſays, 


His mighty words like ſove's ownthunder roll ; 
Greece hears, and tren. bles to her inmoſt foul, 


gut it is not the conciſe and the reſerved, 


it is the copious, the majeſtie, and the 
ſublime orator, who with the blaze and 
thunder of his eloquence hurries impetu- 
' ouſly along, and bears down all before 
him. "here is a juſt mean, I own, in 
every thing; but he equalivdeviates from 
that true mark, who falls ſhort of it, as 
he who goes beyond it; he who cunfines 
himſelf in too narrow a compaſs, as he 
who lauyches out with tov great a lati- 


our orators condemned for being too tar- 


Ten. as too luxuriant ; for not reaching, 
as well as for overflowing the bounds of 


their ſubj- et. Both, nodoubr, are equally 


diſtant from the proper medium; but 


with this difference, however, chat in the 


* Ariſtophanes. 


Hence it is as comnion to hear 
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one the fault ariſes from an exceſs, in the 
other from a deficiency; an error which 
if it be not a ſign of a more correct, yet 
is certainly of a more exalted genius, 
When I ſay this, I would not be under. 
ſtood to approve that everlaſting talker 
mentioned in Homer, but that other] 
deſcribed in the following lines: 


Frequent and ſoft as falls the winter ſnow, 
Thus from his lips the copious periods flow' 


Not but I extremely admire him too g. 
of whom the poet ſays, 


Few were his words, but wonderfully ſtrong, 


Yet if I were to chooſe, I ſhould clearly 
give the preferenceto the ſtyle reſemblin 

winter ſnow, that is, to the full and dif. 
fuſive ; in ſhort, to that pomp of elo- 
quence which ſeems all heavenly and di- 
vine. But ('tis urged) the harangue of 


a more moderate length is moſt ge- 


nerally admired. It is fo, I confeſs: 
but by whom ? By the indolent only; 


and to fix the ſtandard by the lazineſs 


and falſe delicacy of theſe, would ſurely 
be the higheſt abſurdity. Were you to 
conſult perfons of this caſt, they would 
tell you, not only that it is beſt to ſay 
little, but that it is beſt to ſay nothing. 
Thus, my friend, I have laid before you 
my ſentiments upon this ſubject, which 
I ſhall readily abandon, if I find they are 
not agreeable to yours, But if you ſhould 
diſſent from me, I beg you would com- 
municate to me your reaſons. For though 


I ought to yield in this caſe to your more 


enlightened judgment, yet in a point of 
ſuch conſequence, I had rather receive 
my conviction from the force of argu- 
ment than authority. If you ſhould be 
of my opinion in this matter, a line ot 
two Cow you in return, intimating your 
concurrence, will be ſufficient to confitn 
me in the juſtneſs of my ſentiments, On 
the contrary, if you think me miſtaken, 
beg you would give me your objections 
at large. Yet has it not, think you, 
ſomething of the air of bribery, to all 
only a ſhort letter if you agree with me; 
but enjoin you the trouble of a very long 
one, if you are of a contrary opinion 
Farewel. | | 


+ Therſfites, Iiad ii. v. 242. 
T Ulyſſes, Iliad iii. v. 222. 
$ Meaelayus, Ibid, 
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LETTER I. 
To Catilius Severus. 


AM at preſent detained in Rome (and 
have been ſo a conſiderable time) 
under the moſt alarming apprehenſions. 
Titus Ariſto, whom 1 infinitely love and 


eſteem, is fallen into a dangerous and 


obſtinate illneſs, which deeply affects me. 
Virtue, knowledge, and good ſenſe, ſnine 
out with ſo ſuperior a luſtre in this excel- 
lent man, that learning herſelf and every 
valuable endowment ſeems involved in 
the danger of his ſingle perſon. How 


conſummate is his knowledge both in the 


political and civil laws of his country ! 
How thoroughly converſant is he in every 
branch of hiſtory and antiquity! There 
is no article of ſcience, in ſnort, you 


would wiſh to be informed of, in which 
As for my own part, 


he is not ſkilled. 
whenever I would acquaint myſelf with 
any abſtruſe point of literature, I havere- 
courſe to him, as te one who ſupplies me 
with its moſt hidden treaſures. What an 
amiable fincerity, what a noble dignity is 
there in his converſation! How humble, 
yethowgraceful is his diffidence! Though 


he conceives at once every point in de- 


bate, yet he is as ſſow to decide, as he is 
quick to apprehend, calmly and delibe- 
rately weighing every oppoſite reaſon that 
is offered, and tracing it, with a moſt 
judicious penetration, from its ſource 
through all its remoteſt conſequences, 
His diet is frugal, his dreſs plain ; and 
whenever I enter his chamber, and view 
him upon his couch, I conſider the ſcene 
before me as à true image of ancient 
ſimplicity, to which his illuſtrious mind 
reflects the nobleſt ornament. He places 
no part of his happineſs in oſtentation, 
but reſers the whole of it to conſcience ; 
and ſeeks the reward of his virtue, not 
in the clamorous applauſes of the world, 
but in the ſilent ſatisfaction which reſults 
rm having acted well. In ſhort, you will 
not eahily find his equal even among our 
Piilofophars by — — He frequents 
non the places of public diſpurations®, 
nor idly amuſes himſelf and others with 
ram and endleſs controverſies, His no- 
bl-r talents are exerted to more uſeful 
purpoſes; in the ſcenes of civil and active 
le. Many has he atfifted with his in- 


oF The philoophers uſed to hold their diſpu- 
tions in theGymnatia and Pot cos, being pla- 
tes of moſt public reſort for Walking, &c. 
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tereſt, ſtill more with his advice! But 
though hededicates his time to the affairs 
of the world, he regulates his conduct by 
the precepts of the philoſophers ; and in 
the practice of temperance, piety, juſtice 
and fortitude he has no ſuperior. It is 
aſtoniſhing with what patience he bears 
his illneſs ; how he ſtruggles with pain, 
endures thirſt, and quietly fubmits to the 
troubleſome regimen neceſſaryina raging 
feyer. He lately called me, and a few 
more of his particularfriends, to his bed- 


ſide, and begged we would aſk his phy- 
ficians what turn they apprehended his 


diſtemper would take : that if they pro- 
nounced it incurable, he might volunta- 
rily put an end to his life; but if there 
were hopes of a recovery, however tedi- 
ous and difficult, he might wait the event 
with patience; for ſo much, he thought, 
was doe to the tears and intreaties of his 
wife and daughter, and to the affectionate 
interceſſion of his friends, as not volunta- 


rily to abandon our hopes, if in truth 


they were not entirely deſperate. A re- 
ſolution this, in my eſtimation, truly he- 
roical, and worthy of the higheſt ap- 
plauſe. Inſtances are frequent enough 
in the world, of ruſhing into the arms of 
death without reflection, an a ſort of 
blind impulſe : but calmly anddelibe- 
rately to weigh the reaſons for life or 
death, and to be determined in our choice 
as either ſide of the ſcale prevails, is the 
mark of an uncommon and great mind +, 


+ The general [awfalneſs of felf- murder was 
a doftrine by no means univerſally received in 
the ancient Pagan world ; manyof the moſt con- 
ſiderable names both G:ieck and Roman, have 
ing expreſly declared againſt that practice · Pye 
thagoras, Sociates, Pato, Tally, have con- 
demned it ; even Brutus himſelt, though he 
ſell by his own hands, yet in his cooler and 
ee hour, rate x treatiſe I wherein 

e highly condemaed Cato, as being guilty of 
an act both of impiet and cowardice in deſtray- 


ing himſelf. The judicious Virgil is aſ%h in the 


ſame ſentiments, and repre'ents ſuch unhappy 
perion® in a ſtate of puniſhment. 

Proxima deinde tenent maſti loca, gi ſibi Ietum 
Infontes p perere mailu, lucemque perofe 
Projicer e animam + Quam vellent othere in alto. 


Nunc & pauperi»m, & duros perſerre laberes\/ 


Then crowds ſucceed, who, prod gil of breath, 
Tnemmſelves anticipate the doom of death; 
Though iree from guilt, they caſt their lives 
„„ 1 4 
And ſad and fallen hate the golden day. 
Oh! with what joy the wretches now would hear 
Pain. toi, and woeto by-athe the vits!l aic. Pirr. 
{ Flut. in Brut, J An. vii. 434. 
2 | We 


* 


| 
| ; 


around it, which is ju 


We have had the fatisfaction of the opi- 
nion-ofhis phyſicians in his favour; and 
may heaven give ſucceſs to their art, and 
free me from thisreſtleſs anxiety ! If that 
ſhould happily be the event, I ſhall im- 
mediately return tomy favourite Lauren- 
tinum, or, in other words, to my books 
and ſtudious retirement. At preſent, ſo 
much of my time and thoughts is em- 
45s $7 in attendance upon my friend, 
and in my apprehenſions for him, that I 
have neither leiſure nor inclination for 
ſubjects of literature, Thus have I in- 
formed you of my fears, my wiſhes, and 
my intentions, 1 to me, in 
your turn, but in a gayer ſtyle, an ac- 


| count not only of what you are and have 


n doing, but even of your future de- 
figns. It will be a very ſenſible conſola- 


| —＋ to me in this perplexity of mind, to 


aſſured that yours is eaſy. Farewel. 


LETTER XIL 
To Bebius. | 
MY friend and gueſt Tranquillus has 


an inclination to purchaſe a ſmall 
farm, of which, as I am informed, an ac- 
quaintance of yours intends to diſpoſe. I 
beg you would endeavour he may have 
it upon reaſonable terms; a circumſtance 
which will add to his ſatisfaction in ob- 
taining it. A dear bargain is always dif- 
agreeable, particularly as it is a reflec- 
tion upon the purchaſe:'s judgment. 
There are ſeveralcircumitances attending 
this little villa, which (ſuppoſing my 
friend has no objection to the price) are 
extremely ſuitable 40 his taſte: the con- 
venient dittance from Rome, the good- 
neſs of the roads, the. ſmallneſs of the 
building, and the very few acres of land 
eee to amuſe, 

but not employ him. To a man of the 
ſtudious turn that Franquillus is, it is 
ſufficient if he has but a ſmall ſpot to re- 
lieve the mind and divert the eye, where 
he may ſaunter round his grounds, tta- 
verſe his fngle walk, grow familiar with 
his two or three vines, and count his little 
plantacions. I mention theſe particulars, 
to let you ſee how much ne; will be 


. 


obliged to me, as I ſnail to you, if you 


can helphim to the purchaſe of this little 


box, To agreeable to liis taſte, upon terms 


of which he ſhall have no oceaſion to re- 
pent. Falewel. . 
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LETTER XIII. 
To Voconius Romanus. | 
ROME has not for many years he. 
held a more magnificent and fo. 
lemn ſpectacle, than was latelyexhibited 
in the public funeral of that great man, 
the illuſtrious and fortunate * Virginius 
Rufus. He lived thirty years in the full 
enjoyment of the higheſt reputation; and 
as he had the ſatisfaction to ſee his actions 
celebrated by poets and recorded by 
hiſtorians, he feems even to have anti- 


cipated his fame with poſterity. He was 


thrice raiſed to the dignity of conſul, that 
he who + refuſed to be the firſt of princes, 
might at leaſt be the higheſt of ſubjeQs, 
As he eſcaped the reſentment of thoſe 
emperors to whom his virtues had given 
umbrage, and even rendered him odious, 
and ended his days when this beſt of 
princes, this friend of mankind J, was iu 


*The ancients ſeem to have conſidered for- 
tune as a mark of merit in the perſon who was 
thus diſtinguiſhed. Cicero (to burrow the odſer» 
vation of an excellent writer) recommended 
Pompey to the Romans for their general upon 
three accounts, as he was a man of courage, 
conduct, and ged. fortune; and not only Syila 
the diQator, but teveral of the Roman empe- 


tors, as is ſtill to be ſeen upon their medals, 


among other titles, gave themielves that of 
felix, or fortunate. 

+ At the time of the general defection from 

Nero, Virginius was at the head of a very pow- 
erful army in Germany, which had preſſed him, 
ard even attempted to force him, to accept the 
title of emperor. But he conſtantly refuſed it; 
adding, that he would not even ſuffer it to be 
given to any perion but whom the ſenate ſhould 
ee: With this army he marched againſt Vin- 
dex, who had put himiclfat eb. ad of 100,000 
Gaul>, Having come up withhim, he gave him 
battle, in which Viadex was ſlain, and his for- 
ces entirely defeated. After this victory, when 
Nero's death was known in the army, the iol- 
diers renewed their application to Virginius to 
accept the imperial dignity ; and though one d 
the tribunes ruſhed into h's tent,and threatened 
that he ſhouid c ther receive the empire, er bu 
ſword through hid bedy, he retolutely perfilted 
in his former ſentuments. But as loon as ihe 
news of Nero's death was confirmed, and that 
the ſenate had declared for Galba, he prevail- 
ed With the army, though wich much difficul 
ty, to do ſo tco. Flure in Cab. 

f The juſtneſs of this glorious title, ht 
friend ef mankind, which our author here gives 
to Nerva, is confirmed by the concurrent teſt 
ny of all the hiſtorians. of thefe times. Thu 
excellent emperoiꝰs ſhort reign ſeems indeed to 


have been one uninterrupted ſeries of gene- 


1045 and benevolent actions; and be uſed to ſij 
| himſelf, he had the ſatisfaQtion of being conſc- 
ons he had. not committed a fingle 20 that 
could give juſt offence to any man. Dion, l. 65 
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quiet poſſeſſion of the empire, it ſeems as 
if providence, had purpoſely preſerved 
hina to theſe times, that he might receive 
the honour of a public funeral, He ar- 
rived, in full tranquillity, and univerſally 
revered, to the eighty- fourth year of his 
age; having enjoyed an uninterrupted 


{tate of health during his whole life, ex- 


cepting only a paralytic diſorder in his 
hands, which, however, was atte ded 
wich no pain. 
was ſevere and tedious; but even the ac- 
Gdent that occaſioned it added to his 
glory. As he was preparing to return 
his public acknowledg ments to the em- 
peror, who had raiſed him to the conſul- 
ſip, a large volume, which he acci- 
dentally received at that time, too weighty 
for a feeble old man, flipped out of his 
hands, In haſtily endeavouring to re- 
cover it, the pavement being extremely 
Uppery, he fell down and broke his 
thigh-bone; which fracture, as it was 
vaſkilfully ſet at firſt, aud having beſides 
the infirmities of age to contend with, 
could never be brought to unite again. 
The funeral obſequies paid to the me- 
mory of this great man, have done ho- 
nour to the emperor, to the preſeut age, 


andeven to eloquence herſelf. The con- 


ſul Cornelius Tacitus pronounced his fu- 
neral oration; for, to crown the ſeries of 
his felicities, he received the applauſe of 


| the moſt eloquent of orators. He died full 


of years and of glory, as illuſtrious by 
the honours. he refuſed, as by thoſe he 
acquired, . Still, however, he will be 
miſſed and lamented by the world, as the 


dright model of a better age; eſpecially 


by myſelf, who not only admired him as 


a patriot, but loved him as a friend. We- 


vere not only natives of the ſame pro- 
\.nce, and of neighbouring towns, but 
our eſtates were contiguous. Beſides 
theſe accidental connections with him, he 
was allo left guardian to me; and indeed 
he treated me with the affection of a pa- 
rent, Whenever I oitered myſelf a can- 
lidate for any employment, he conſtantly 
\vpported me with his intereſt; as im all 
e honours I have obtained, though he 
had long fince renounced all offices of 
ins nature, he would kind!y give up the 
repoieof his retirement, and come in per- 
lon to ſolicit for me. At the time when 
«15 uttomary for the prieſts to nominate 
uch as they judge worthy to be received 
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propoſed me. 


His laſt-fickneſs, indeed, 
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into their ſacred office &, he conſtant] 
Even in his laſt fickne 
I received a diſtinguiſhing mark of his 
affection; being apprehenſive he might 
be named one of the tive commiſſioners 
appointed by the ſenate to reduce the 
public expences, he fixed upon me, young 
as I am, to carry his excuſes, in pre- 
ference to ſo many other friends of ſu- 
perior age and dignity; and in a very 
obliging manner aſſured me, that had he 
a ſon of his own he would nevertheleſs 
have employed me in that office. Have 
not ſuthcient cauſe then to lament his 
death, as if it were immature, and thus 
pour out the fulneſs of my grief in the 
boſom of my friend? if indeed it be rea- 
ſonable to grieve upon this occaſion, or to 
callthat event deal, which, to ſucha man, 
is rather to be looked upon as the period 
of his mortality than the end of his life. 
He lives, my friend, and will continue to 
live for ever; and his fame will ſpread 
farther, and be more celebrated by man- 
kind, now that he is removed from their 
night.“ | 

1 had many other things to write to 
you, but my mind is ſo entirely taken up 
with this ſubj<& that I cannot call it off 
to any other. Virginius is conſtantly in 
my thoughts; the yain but lively im- 
preſſions of him arecontinually before my 
eyes, and I ama for ever fondly imagining 
that I hear him, converſe with him, and 
embrace him. There are, perhaps, and 
poſſibly hereafter will be, ſome few who 
may rival him in virtue; but not one, I 
am perſuaded, that will ever equal him 
in glory. Farewel, 


LETTER XIV. 


To Paulinus. 


| Werne R I have reaſon for my rage, 


is not quite ſoclear; however, won- 
drous angry lam. But love, you know, 
Will ſometimes ve irfational z as it is often 


* Namelyof Augurs. This college, As re- 


gulated by Syila, conſiſted of filtzen, who 


« were all pertons of the firſt diſtioction in 
„Rome: it was a prieſthood for l. fe, of a cha- 
racer indelible, which no crime or for etute 
© conicefface; it was nete ſlary that every can- 
« didate ſhould be nominated ua the people by 
two Auguts, Who gave a folema teſtimony 
upon oath of his Gignity and Ftrels for that 
* office,” Midadleten Life of Cic. v. 1. 829. 
ungoveru-— 
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eyen in ſtudied compoſitions. His me. 
mory is ſoextraordinary, that he will re. 
peat what he had before ſpoke extempore, 
without loſing a ſingle word, This won. 
derful faculty he has acquired by great 
application and n for his Whole 


ungovernable, and ever jealous. The 
occaſion of this my formidable wrath is 
great, you mult allow, were it but juſt: 
yet taking it for granted, that there is as 
much truth as weight in it, I am moſt 
vehemently enraged at your long ſilence. 


| Would you ſoften my reſentment ? Let 


your letters for the future be very fre- 


quent, and very long. I ſhall excuſe you 


upon no other terms; and as abſence 
from Rome, or engagement in buſineſs, 
is a plea | can by no means admit; ſo 
that of ill health, the gods, I hope, will 
not ſuffer you to allege. As for myſelf, 
I am enjoying at my villa the alternate 
pleaſures of ſtudy and indolence ; thoſe 
happy privileges of retired leiſure! Fare- 
wel. 


LETTER XV. 
- To Nepos. 
WE had received very advantageous 


accounts of Iſeus, before his arrival 


here; but he is ſuperior to all that was 


reported of him, He poſſeiles the utmoſt 
facility and copiouſneſs of expreſſion, and 
his unpremeditated diſcourſes have all 
the propriety and elegance of the moſt 
ſtudied and elaborate compoſition. He 
ſpeaks the Greek language, or rather the 
genuine Attic. His exordiums are polite, 
eaſy, and harmonious ; and, when occa- 
Hon requires, ſolemn and majettic. He 


gives his audience liberty to call for any 


queſtion they pleaſe, and ſometimes even 
to name what ſide of it he ſhall take; 
when immediately he riſes up-in ail the 

race ful attitude of an orator, and enters 
at once into his ſubject with ſurpriſing 
finency, His Tefie6t:ons are ſolid, and 
clothed in the choiceit expreitions, which 
preſent themſelvestohim with the utmoſt 
facility. The eaſe: and ſtrength of his 
moſt unprepared diſcourſes plainly dif- 
cover he has been very converſant in 
the beſt authors, and much aceuſtomed 
to compoſe himſelt. He opens his {1 bje c 
with great propriety; his iiyle is clear, 
his reaſoning ſtrong, his inferences juit, 
and his figures gracef 1) and ſublime. In 
4 ward, he at once infteacts, entertains, 


and affects you, and each in fo high & 


degree, that you are at a loſs two deter- 
mine in which of thoſe talents he moſt 
excels, His argin.cnts are formed in all 
the ſtrength and conciſeneſs of the ſtricteſt 


logic; a point not vey eaſy to attain 


2 


time is ſo deyoted to ſubjects of this na. 
ture, that he thinks and talks of nothing 
elſe. Though he is above ſixty-three 

ears of age, he {till chooſes to continue 
in this profeſſion ; than which, it muſt be 
owned, none abounds with men of more 
worth, ſimplicity, and integrity. We who 
are converſant in the real contentions of 
the bar, unavoidably contract a certain 


artfulneſs, however 3 to our na- 


tural tempers: but the buſinels of the 
ſchools, as it turns merely upon matters 
of imagination, affords anemploymentas 
iunocent as it is agreeable; and it muſt, 
methinks, be particularly fo to thoſe who 
are advanced in years; as nothing can 
be more deſirable at that period of life, 
than to enjoy thoſe reaſonable pleaſures, 
which are the moſt pleaſing entertain- 
ments of our youth. I look therefore 
upon Iſeus, not only as the moſt eJoquent, 
but the moſt happy of men; as I ſhall 
eſteem you the moſt inſenſible if you ap- 
Fear to ſlight his acquaintance. Let me 
prevail with you then to come to Rome, 
if not upon my account, or any other, at 
leaſt for the pleaſure of hearing this ex- 
traordinary perſon. Do you remember 
to have read of a certain inhabitant of 
the city of Cadiz, who was ſo firuck 
with the illuſtrious character of Liyy, 
that he travelled to Rome on purpoſe to 
ſce that, gieat genius; and, as ſoon as he 
had fati:fed his curioſity, returned home 
again ? A man mult have a very inele- 
gant, illiterate, andindolent (I had almoſt 
ſaid a very mean) turn of mind, not to 
think whatever relates to a ſcience fo en- 
tertaining, ſonoHle, and fo polite, worthy 
of his curiofity. You will tell me, per- 


| haps. you have authors in your own ſtudy 


equalty eloquent. Tallo ir; and thoig 


authors you may turn over at any time, 


but you cannot always have an opportu- 


nity of hearing Iſzus. Befides, we art 
infinitely more affected with what ve 


hear, than what we read. There 18 
ſomething in the voice, the countenan's, 
the habit *, and the geſture of the 

of 2 | ſpeaker, 


© The ancients thought every thing that.con- 


cerned anorator, wority of theig attention, ebe 
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ſpeaker, that concur in fixing an impreſ- 
hon upon the mind, and gives this me- 
thod of inſtruction greatly the advantage 
of any thing one can receive from books; 
this at leaſt was the opinion of Æſchines, 
whohaving read to the Rhodians a ſpeech 
of Demoſthenes, which they loudly a 
plauded : But hoy,” ſaid he. would 
« you have been affected, had you heard 
the orator himſelf thundering out this 
„ ſablime harangue ?” Aſchines, if we 
may believeDemoſthenes, had great dig- 
nity of utterance ; yet, you ſee, he could 
not but confeſs it would have been a con- 
fiderable advantage to the oration, if it 
had been pronounced by the author him- 
ſelf, in all the pomp and energy of his 
powerful elocution, What I aim at by 
this, is, to perſudde you to come and 
hear Iſeus; and let me again intreat you 


to do ſo, if for no other reaſon, at leaſt 


that you may have the pleaſure to ſay, 
you once heard him, Farewel. | 


LETTER XVI. 
7 Caninius. 
OW is my friend employed? Is it in 
the pleaſures of ſtudy, or in thoſe of 
the field ? Or does he unite both toge- 


ther, as he well may, on the banks of 
our favourite Larius &? The fiſh in that 


noble lake will ſupply you with ſport of 


that kind; as the woods that ſurround it 
will afford you game; while the ſolem- 
nity of that ſequeſtered ſcene will at the 
lane time diſpoſe your mind to contem- 
plation, Whether youare entertained with 
«ll, oranyof theſeagreeable amuſements, 
tar be it that I ſhould ſay I envy you; 
but, I muſt confeſs, I greatly regret that 
cannot partake of them too; a happi- 
vels I as earneſtly long for, as a man in a 
fever does for drink to allay his thirſt, or 
baths and fountains to aſſuage his heat, 
to his very dreſr. Ovid mentions the habit, as 
well as the air and mien of Germanicus, as ex- 
preflive of his eloquence : 
Dan A ent adſtat, latus eft vultuſgue diſerti, 
Sen ue decens dect æ wacis amictus Jabel. 
De Pont. |. 2. 5 
Ere vet he ſpeaks, the orator is ſeen 
In all the eloquence of garb and mien. 
Now called Lago di Como, in the Mila- 
eſe. Comum,the place wherePliny was born, 
vid near to whichCaninius had a count: y-houle, 
"lived upon the border of this lake. 


* 
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Shall I never break looſe (if I may not 

diſentangle myſelf) from theſe ties that 
thus cloſely withhold me ? I doubt, in- 
deed, never; for new affairs are daily 
increaſing, while yet the former remain 
unfinithed; ſuch an endleſs train of buſi- 


neſs riſes upon me, and rivets my chains 
till faſter |! Farewel. 


LETTER IVE 
To Octavius. 


You are certainly a moſt obſtinate, I 
had almoſt ſaid, a moſt cruel'man, 
thus to withhold from the world ſuch ex- 
cellent compoſitions ! How long do you 
intend to deny your friends the pleaſure 
of your verſes, and yourſelf the glory of 
them? Suffer them, I intreat you, to 
come abroad, and to be admired ; as ad- 
mired they undoubtedly will be, where-, 
ever the Roman language is underſtood. 


The public, believe me, has long and 
_ earneſtly expected them, and you ought 
not to diſappoint or delay it any longer. 


Some few poems of yours have already, 
contrary to your inclination, indeed, 
broke their priſon, and eſcaped to light: 
theſe, if you do not collect together, 
ſome perſon or other will claimtheagree= 
able wanderers as their own. Remember, 
my friend, the mortality of buman na- 
ture, and that there is nothing ſo likely 
to preſerve your name as a monument of 
this kind; all others are as frail and pe- 
riſhable as the men whoſe memory they 
pretend to perpetuate. You will fay, I 
ſuppoſe, as uſual, let my friends ſee to 
that. May you find many whoſe care, 
fidelity, and learning, render them able 
and willing to undertake ſo conſiderable 
a charge! But'ſurely it is not altogether 
prudent to expect from others, What a 
man will not do for himſelf. However, 
as to publiſhing of them, I will preſs you 
no farther; be that when uu ſhall think 
proper, But let me, at leaſt, prevail with 
you to recitethem, that you may be more 
diſpoſed to ſend them abroad; and may 

receive the ſatisfaction of that applauſe, 
which I will venture, upon very juſt 
giounds, to aſſure you of beforehand, I 
pleaſe myſelf with imagining the crowd, 


the ſilence that will 


tend you: for the 
ſilence of an audienc 


, when it proceeds 


the admiration, the fend and even 


from an earneſt deſire of hearing, is as 
| | agreeable 


; 
ö 
5 
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agreeable to me as the loudeſt approba- 
tion. Do not then, by this unreaſonable 


» reſerve, defraud your labours any longer 


of a fruit ſo certain and ſo deſirable; if 
you ſhould, the world, I fear, will be apt 
to charge you with careleſſneſs and indo- 
_ or, perhaps, with timidity. Fare- 
wel. | 


trating apprehenſion. He has fo happy 
a turn for epiſtolary writing *, that were 


you to read his letters, you would imagine 


they had been dictated by the muſs; 
themſelves. I love him with a more than 
common affection, and I know he return; 
it with equal ardour. Eyen in the earlier 
part of our lives, I warmly embraced 
every opportunity of doing him all the 


good offices which then lay in my power, 


LETTER ill. 
To Priſcus. 


= AS I know you gladly embrace every 


opportunity of obliging me, ſothere 

is na man te whom I had rather lay my- 
ſelf under an obligation. I apply to you, 
therefore, preferably to any body elſe, 
for a favour which Iam extremely de- 
*frous of obtaining. You, who are at the 
head of a very conſiderable army, have 
many opportunities of exerciſing your 
generoſity; and the length of time you 
have enjoyed that poſt, muſt have enabled 
you to provide for all your own friends. 
hope you will now turn your eyes upon 
ſome of wine; they are but a few indeed 
for whom I ſhall ſolicit you; though your 


- generous diſpolition, I know, would be 


better pleaſed if the number were greater. 
But it would ill become me to trouble 
you with recommending more than one 
or two: at preſent I will only mention 
Voconius Romanus. His! father was 
of great :diſtin&t'on- among the Roman 
knights; and his father-in-law, or as I 
might more properly call him, his ſecond 
father (for- his affectionate treatment of 
 Voconiusentitles him tothatappellation), 
was ſtill more conſpicuous, His mother 
was one of the moſt confiderable ladies of 
Upper Spain: you know what character 
the people of that province bear, and 
how remarkable they are for the ſtrict- 
neſs'of their manners. As for himſelf, 
he has been lately admitted into the ſa- 
ered order of prieſthood. Our friendſhip 
began with our ſtudies, and we wereearly 
united in the cloſelt intimacy. We lived 
together under the ſame roof intown and 
country, as he ſhared with me my moſt 
ſerious and my gayelt hours: and where, 
in{eed, could | have found a more faith- 


ful friend, or more agreeable companion? 


In his converſation, and even in his very 
voice and countenance, there is the moſt 
amiatle ſweetneſs; as at the bar he diſ- 
covers an elevated genius, an eaſy and 
harmonious elocution, a clear and pene- 


as I have lately obtained for him of the 
emperor Þ, the privilege granted to 
thoſe who havethree children I. A favour 
which though Cæſar very rarely beſtow; 
and always with great caution, yet he 
conferred, at my requeſt, in ſuch a man. 
ner, asto give it the air and grace of 


being his own choice. The belt way of 


ſhewing that I think he deſerves the 
obligations he has already received from 
me, is, by adding more to them, eſpe- 
cially as he always accepts my favour: 
with ſo much gratitude as to merit far- 
ther, Thus | have given you a faithful 
account of Romanus, and informed you 
how thoroughly 1 have experienced hi: 
worth, and how much I love him. Le 
me intreat you to honour him with your 
patronage in a way ſuitable to the gene- 
roſity of your heart and the eminence ot 
your ſtation, But above all, admit him 
into a ſhare of your affection; for thoug 
you were to confer upon him the utmoll 
you'have in your power to beſtow, you 
can give himnothing ſo valuable asyour 
friendſhip, That you may ſee he is wor- 
thy of it, even to the higheſt degree of 
intimacy, I have ſent youthis ſhort ſketch 
of his character. I ſhould continue my 
interceſſions in his behalf, but that Ian 
ſure you do not love to be preſſed, and! 
have already repeated them in every lin? 
of this letter; for to ſhew a juſt reaſot 
for what one aſks, is to intercede in tht 
ſtrongeſt manner. Farewel. 


It appears from this and ſome other piſs 
ges in theſe letters, that the art of epiſtola) 
writ'a;; was eſteemed by the Romans in the 
number of libe: al ang polite accompliſhment; 
and we find Cicero mentioning with great pes 
ſure, in ſome of his letters to Atticus, the eie. 
gant ſpecimen he had received from his 080 
his genius in this. way. 

F Trajan. | 

{ By 2 law paſſed A. U. Ga, it was enacte“ 
that whatever citizen of Rome had three ch. 
dren ſhould be excuſed from all trouble fo 
offices where he lived, This privilege the ea 
perots ſometimes extended to thoſe who #** 
not legally entitled to it, 
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LETTER XIX. 


To Falerianus. 


pow goes on your old eſtate at Marſi* ? 
and how d6 you approve of your 
new purchaſe ? Has it as many beauties 
in your eye now, as before you bought 
i:? That would be extraordinary indeed! 
for an object in poſſeſſion ſeldom retains 
the ſame charms it had in purſuit. As 
tor myſelf, the eſtate leit me by my mo- 
ther uſes me but ill; however, I value it 
for her ſake, and ain belides grown a 
good deal inſenſible by a long courſe of 
bad treatment. Thus, frequent com- 
plaints generally end at lait in being 
aſhamed of complaining any more, 


LETTER XX. 
To Gallus. 
you are ſurpriſed, it ſeems, that I am 
ſo fond of my Laurentinum F, or (if 


you like the appellation better) my Lau- 
rens: but you will ceaſe to wonder, when 


| acquaſnt you with the beauty of the 


villa, the advaſitages of its ſituation, and 
the extenlive proſpect of the ſea-coait. 
It is but ſeventgen miles diſtant from 
Rome; ſo that having finiſhed my atfairs 
in town, I can paſs my evenings here 
without breaking in upon the buſineſs of 
theday. There are two ditterent roads to 


| it; if you go by that of Laurentum, you 


mult tucn off” at the fourteenth mile-ſtone; 
it by Oitia, at the eleventh.. Both of 
them are in ſome parts ſandy, which 
makes it ſometimes heavy and tedious if 
vou travel in a coach, but eaſy and plea- 
fant to thoſe who ride. The landſcape 
on alh ſides is extremely diverſified, the 
proipect in ſome places being confined by 


One of the ancient diviſions of Italy, 
comprehending part of what is now called the 
fitter Abruzzo. 

T Pliny had no eſtate round this ſeat, his 
vol. poiteflions here being included in this 
bouſe and gardens. It was merely a wiater 
nich he uſed to ſpend ſome of the 
cho monks, whenever his buſineſs admitted 
da gce frem Rome; and for this reaton 
„tha wo find warmth is ſo much confider- 
Y the d | 
Nc. Av indeed he ſeen's to have à prin: pl 
riew tf) Its ade mages as a winter houle 
** ug ho t the while deſcription of it, Ece 
Car the Ancient. i 
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woods, in others extending over large 
and beautiful meadows, where nirmber- 
leſs flocks of ſheep and herds of cattle, 
whichthe ſeverity of the winter hasdrove 
from the mountains, fatten in the vernal 
warmth of this rich paſturage. My villa 
is large enough toaffordall convenience, 
without being expenlive, The porch 
before it is plain, but not mean, through 
which you enter into a portico inthe form 
of the letter D, which includesa ſmall hut 
agreeable area. "This atfords a very com- 
modious retreat in bad weather, not only 
as it is incloſed with windows, but parti- 
cularly as it is ſheltered by an extraor- 
dinary projection of the roof. From ihe 
middle of this portico you paſs into an 


in ward court extremely pleaſant, and 


from thence into a haudiome hall which 
runs ot towards the ſea; fo at when 
there is a ſouth-weſt wind it is gently 
waſhed with the waves, which ſpend 
themſelves at tie foot o it. On every 
lide of this hall there are either folding- 
doors or windows equally large, by which - 
means you have a view from the front 
and the two ſides, as it were of thre= dif- 
terent ſeas; from the back part you ſee 


the middle court, the portico, and the 


area; and by another view you look 
through the portico into the porch, from 
whence the proſpect is terminated by the 
woods and mountains which are ſeen at a 
diſtance. On the left-hand of this hall, 
ſomething farther from the ſea, lies a 
large drawing-room, and beyond that a 
ſecond of a ſmailer ſize, which has one 
window to the riſing, andanother to the 
ſetting ſun; this has likewiſe a proſpect of 
the ſca, bur being at a greater diſtance, 
is leſs incommoded by it. The angle 
which the projection of the hall forms 
with this drawing-coom, retains and in- 
creale=- the warnith of the ſun, and hither 
my family retreat in winter to perform 
their exerciſes. It js ſheltered. from 
all winds except thoſe whichare generally 


atiended with clouds, ſo that nothing can 


render this place uſeleſs, but what at the 
ſametime deſtroys the fair weather. Con- 
t guous to this, is a room forming the 


Tſeyment of a circle, the windows of 


which are fo placed as to receive the ſun 
the whole day. In the walls are con- 
trived a fort of caſes, which contain a 
collection of ſuch authors whoſe works 
can never be read too often, From hee 
you paſs imo a bed-chamber through 4 
pallage, which being boarded, and ſuf- 
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pended as it were over a ſtove which runs 
underneath, tempers the heat which it re- 
ceives and conveys: to all parts of this 
room. The remainder of this {ide of the 
houſe is appropriated to the ufe of my 
| flaves and freedmen; but, however, moit 
of the apartments in it are neat enough 
to entertain any of my triends, who are 
inclined to be my gueits.” ly the oppoſite 
wing is a room ornamented in a very 
elegant taſte; next to which les another 
room, which, though large for a parlour, 
makes but a moderate dining-room; It is 
exceedingly warmed andenlightened not 
only by the direct rays of the ſun, but by 
their reflection from the fea. Bevond 
this is a bed-chamber, together with its 
ante-chamber, the height of which ren- 
ders it cool in ſummer, as its being ſhel - 
tered on all ſides from the winds, makes 
it warm in winter. To this apartment 
another of the ſame ſort is joined by one 
common wall. 
intothe grand and ſpacious c00{7ng-room® 
belonging to the baths Þ, from the op- 


*The principal uſe of this room ſeems 
to have been deſigned te prepare the bodies 
* of thoſe that had been in the former room, 
for their going into the warmer air.” Caſte/s 
Villas, p. 33. | : | 
The cuſtom of bathing in hot water was 
« become ſo habitual to the Romans in Pliny's 


time, that they every day practiſed it betore 


© they lay down to eat, for which reaſon, in the 
\ city, the public baths were extremely nume- 
 * rous; in which Vitruvius gives us to under- 
e {tand there were for « ach tex three rooms for 
 ** bathing, one ef col water, one of warm, and 
one fil warmer; aud there were cells of 
© three degrees tf heat for Iweating : to the 
« fyrcementioned meinburs were adged others 
*© for «norm ngand bodily exerciſes. The laſt 
* thing they did hetore they entered into the 
** dining-room was to bathe ; what preceded 
** their waſhing was their exercile in the ſphe- 
© rifterium, prio 10 which it was their cuſtom 
* 10 anvint themſelves. As tor their (weating 
* roms, though they were doubtlels in all 
„their bawhs, we do not find them to have 
been uled but upon particular occaſions,” 
C. Villas of the ancients, p. 31. 
TheRoman magnificence leems to have Far- 
ticularly dilplayed itfeif in the article of their 
baths. Seneca, dating one of his epiſties trom 
a villa which once belonged to the famous Sci- 
pio Atricanus, takes occaſion from thence to 
draw 4 parallel between the ümplicity of the 
earlier ages, and the luxury of his own times 
in that inſtance. By the idea he gives of the 
latter, they were works of the higheſt ſplendour 
and expence. The walls were compoled ot 


Alexandrine marble, whoſe veins were poliſhed 
and btigatened in ſuch a manner as to look like 
2 picture: the edges of the baſons were ſet 
round with & moſt valuable kind of None, found 


From thence you enter 


EFPIST:L ES, 
polite walls of which two round baſyg 


project, large enough to ſwim in. Cy. 
tiguous to this is the perfuming-roon, 
then the ſwea ng room, and yveyond that, 
the furnace Which convey> ti e heat tg 
the baths, adjoining are two other little 
bathing-rooms, which are fitted up iu ay 
elegant rather han co ly manner. ay. 
nexed to this is a warm bath of extrav;. 
dinary workmanſhip, wherein one may 
ſwim, and have a proſpect at the ſame 
time of the ſea, Not far from hence 
ſtands the tennis-court, which lies open 
tothe warmth of the afternoou ſun. From 
thence you aſcend a ſort of turret, which 
contains two entire apartments below ; as 
there are the ſame number above, beſides 
a dining-room which commands a very 
extenſive proſpect of the ſea and coaff, 
together with the beautiful villas that 
ſtand interſperſed upon it. At the other 
end is a ſecond turret, containing a room 
which faces the riſing and ſetting ſun, 
Behind this is a large room for a repo- 
ſitory, next to which is a gallery of cu- 
rioſities, and underneath a ſpacious dint 
ing- room, where the roating of the ſea, 
even in a.ſtorm, is heard but faintly: 
it looks upon the garden and the gel. 
tatio IJ which ſurrounds the garden. The 
geſtatio is encompaſſed with a box tree 
hedge, and, where that is decayed, with 
roſemary : for the box in thoſe parts 
which are ſheltered by the buildings, pre- 
ſerves its verdure perfectly well : but 
where by an open ſituation it lies expoſed 
to the daſhing of the ſea-water, thougt 
at a great diſtance, it entirely withers, 
Between the garden and this geſtatio runs 
a ſhady walk of vines, which is ſo ſoft 
that you may walk bare-foot upon 
without any injury. The garden ischie!y 
planted with fig and mulberry trees, tv 
which this ſoil is as favourable as it i 
adverſe to all others. In this place is 
banqueting-room, which, though it ttand 
remote from the ſea, enjoys however 4 
proſpect nothing inferior to that viev; 
two apartments run round the back pat 
of it, whoſe windows look upon the en. 
trance of the villa, and into a very ples 


Book l. 


in Thaſius, one of the Greek iſlands, varieg! 
ed with veins of different colours, inter{perts 
with tieaks of gold; the water was conveys 
th ough flver pipes, and fell, by ſeveral df 
ent deſcents, in beautiful caſcades. The 6" 
were inlaid with precious gems, and an inter 
mixture of ſtatues and colonades, contributes 
to throw an air o! elegance and grandeur 9" 
on the whole. Vid. Sen, Ep. 86. 
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{ant kitchen- garden. From hence an in- 
cloſed portico®* extends itfelf, which by 
its grandeur you might take for a public 
one ; it has a range of windows on each 
fide, but on that which looks towards the 
ſea, they are double the number of thoſe 
next the gardens? When the weather is 
fair and ſerene, they are allthrown'open 
but if it blows, thoſe on the ſide the wind 
ſits are ſhut, while the others remain un- 
cloſed without any inconvenience. Be- 
fore this portico hes a terrace perfumed 
with violets, and warmed by the reflec- 
tion of the ſun from the portico, which 
25 it retains the rays, ſo it keeps off the 
north-eaſt wind; and it is as warm on 
this ſide, as it is cool on the oppoſite ; in 
the ſame manner it is aydefence againſt 
the ſouth- weſt; aud thus, in ſhort, by 
means of its ſeveral ſides, breaks the 
force of the winds from hat point ſoever 
they blow. "Theſe are ſome of the winter 
advantages of this agreeable ſituation, 
vhich however are ſtill more conſiderable 
in ſummer ; for at that ſeaſon it throws a 
ſhade upon the terrace. during all the 
forenoon, as it defends the geſtatio, andy 
that part of the garden which lies conti- 
guous to it, from the afternoon ſun, and 
caſts a greater or leſs ſhade, as the day 
either encreaſes or decreaſes ; but the 
portico itſelf is then cooleſt when the ſun 
is moſt ſcorching, that is, when its rays 
fall directly upon the roof. To theſe 
advantages I muſt not forget to add, that 
by ſetting open the windows, the weſtern 


abceezes have a free draught, and by that 


means the incloſed air is prevented from 
ſtagnating. On the upper end of the 
terrace and portico ftands a detached 
building in the garden, which I call my 
favourite, and in truth I am extremely 
tond of it, as 1 erected it myſelf. It 
contains a very warm winter room, one 
Ude of which. looks upon the terrace, the 
other has a view of the ſea, and both lie 
expoſed to the ſun.. Through the. fold- 
ing - doors you ſee the oppolite chamber, 
and from the window is a proſpect ofthe 
incloſed portico. On that fide next the 
lea, and oppolite to the middle wall, 
fands a littleelegantretired cloſer, which, 
means of glaſs doors and a curtain, is 
ther laid into the adjoining room, or ſe- 


4 91 Theſe incloſed particos differed no other- 
way from our preſent 8 iHleries, than that 
: they had pilla s in them; the ule of this room 


* 
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parated from dt. It contains a couch and 


123 


two chairs : as you lie upon this couch, 
from the feet you have a proſpect of the 
ſea ; if you look behind you lee the 
neighbouring villas: and from the head 
you have a view of the woods: theſe 
three views may be ſeen either dittinctly+ 
from ſo many different windows in the 
room, or blended together in one con- 
fuſed proſpect. Adjoining to this, is a 
bed- chamber, which neither the voice of 
the ſervants, the mucmur of the ſea, nor 
even the roaring of a tœpeſt can reach, 


nor lightning nor the day itſelf can pe- 


netrate it, unleſs yon open the windows, 
This profound tranquillity is vecationed 


by a paſſage, which divides the wall of 


this chamber from that of the garden, 
and thus by means of that void inter- 
vening ſpace every noiſe is drowned, 
Annexed to this is a ſmall ſtove-room, 
which by opening « little windyw warns 
the bed- chamber tu the, degree of heat 
required, Beyond this hes a chamber 
and ante-chamber, whichenjoy: the ſun, 
though obliquely indeed, from the time 
it riſes till the atternoon, When I rerice 
to this garden apartment 1 fancy myſelf 
a hundrt4 miles from my own houſe, and 
take pargycular pleaſure wn jt at the fealt 
of the Saturnaliu f, chen, by the licence 
of that ſeaſon of joy, every other part of 
my villa reſounds with the mirth of my 
domeſtics : thus I neither interrupt their 
diverſions, nor they my ſtudies. Among 
the pleaſures and conveniences of this 
ſituation there is one diſadvantage, and 
that is the want of a running ſtream; but 
this defect is in a great meaſure ſupplied 
by wells, or rather | ſhould call them 
ſprings, for they riſe very near the ſur- 
face. And indeed the quality of this 
coaſt is pretty remarkable; / for in what 
part ſoe ver you dig, you meet, upon the 


rſt turning up of the ground, with'a 
ſpring of pure water, not in the leaſt ſalt, 


though ſo near the ſea, The neighbour- 


ing foreſts atford an abundant ſupply of 


+ © It muſt have been from the middle of 
& the room that he could ee all thefe profpets 
« ſeparate and diltinct, which upon a nearer 
« approach to any particular window mult have 
e ayperred intermingled.“ Caſte Ps illas, p. ag. 

A feaſt held in honour or the god Saturn, 
which began on the teh of December, and 
continued, as ſome ſay, tor ſeven days. It was 
a time of general rejoicing ; paiticularlyamong 
th- faves, who had at this ſcaſon the privilege” 


Was tor waik-ng,” Caſtel's Villas, p. 441. P of treating their maſters with great freedom. 
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receilaries of life. In that little place 
there are no leſs than three public baths; 
u hichis a great convenience if it happens 
that my friends come in unexpect-aly, 
or make too ſhort a ſtay to allow time for 
neg my on. The v hole coait is 

autifiIly diverl.fied by the joining or- 
detached villas that are ſpread upon it, 
which, whether you view them from the 
ſea or the ſhore, hive a much more 
agreeable eftect than if it was crowded 
with towns. It is ſomet,mes, after a long 
calin, good travelling vpon the coaſt, 
though in, general, by the ſtorms driving 
the waves upon it, it is rough and uneven. 
I cannot boatt that our fea produces any 
very extraordinary fiſh; however, it ſup- 
plies us with exceeding fine foals and 
prawns: but as to provihons of other 
kinds, my villa pretends to excel even 
inlandcountries, particularly in milk, for 
thither the cattle come from the mea- 
dows in great numbers in purſuit of 
ſhade and ater, lell me now, have | 
not j iſt cauſe to betiow my time and my 
zttection upon this delightful retreat? 


Sutely You are unreaſorabiv attached to 


the plealures of he town, it you have no 
incl:nationtotaks a view uf it; as l much 
wiſh vou had, that to ſo many charms 


with which my favourite villa abounds, - 


it might have the very corfiderable ad- 
dition of your p:elen.c to recommend it. 
Fare wel. 


7 


LETTER x1. 
To Mauticus, 


WHAT can be more agreeable to me 

tian the Ollice you have enjoined 
me, of chuling a proper tutor for your 
yeplews ? It gives me an opportunity of 
revilting the rene of mv education, and 
of turning back againto the molt pleaſing 
part of uw life take wy feat, as for- 
merly, among the young lads, and have 


the picalure roexper.ence the retpect mv 


character in eloquence meets with from 
them. I lately came in upon them white 
they were warmly declaiming before a 
very full audience of perſons of the 
&rit rank, the moment 1 appeared, they 
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fuel ; as every other conyenience of life 
may be had from Oſtia: to a moderate 
man, indeed, even the next village (be- 
tween which and my houſe there is only 
one villa) would furniſh all the common 


were ſilent. I mention this for their ho. 
nour, rather than my wn; and to let you 
ſee the juſt hopes you may conceive of 
placing your nephews here to their ad- 
vantage. I purpoſe to hear all the ſeve. 
ral profeſſors; and when I have done ſo, 
I ſhall write you ſuch an account of them 
as will enable you (as far as a letter can) 
to judge of their reſpective abilities, 
The faithful execution of this important 
commiſſion is what 1 owe to the friend. 
ſhip that ſubſiſts between us, and to the 
memory of. your brother. Nothing cer. 
tainly is more your concern, than that hi 
children (I would have faid yours, but 
that I know you now look upon them 
even with more tenderneſs than you: 
own) may be found worthy of ſuch afa- 
ther, and ſuch an uncle; and I ſhould 
have claimed a part in that care, though 
you had not required it of me. I an 
ſenſible, in 8 a preceptor, I ſhall 
draw upon me the diſpleaſure of all the 
reſt of that profeſſion : but when the in- 
tereſt of theſe young men is concerned, 
[ efteem/it my duty to hazard the di- 
eaten or even enmity of any man, 
with as much reſolution as a parent would 
for his own children. Farewel. 


LETTER XXII. 


To Cereals. 


Yor adviſe me to read my late ſpeech 

before an aſſembly of my friends. 
I ſhall do fo, ſince it is agreeable to your 
opinion, though have many ſerupies 
about it. Compoſitions of this kind loſe, 
] well Mo, all their fice and force, and 
even almoſt their very name, by a plan 
recital, It is the ſolemmity of the iribu- 
nal, the concourſe of one's friends, the 
expectation of the ſucceſs, the emulation 
between the ſeveral orators concerned, 
the d:itterent parties formed amonglt the 
audience in their favour.; in a word, its 
the air, the motion“, the attitude ot the 
ſpeaker, with all the correſponding gel- 
tures of his body, which conſpire to giv? 
a ſpirit and grace ,to what he delivers, 
Hence thoſe who ſit when they plead, 


® Some of the Roman nrators were as much 
too vehement in their action, as thole of of 
own country are too calm and ſpiritlels. a 
the violence, of their elocution they not o. 
uſed ali the warmth of geſture, but actual!) 
Waiked backwards and forwards, 


though 


Set, II. 


though they have mofk of the other ad- 
vantages I juſt now mentioned, yet, from 


that ſingle circumſtance, weakenand de- 


preſs the w ole force of their eloquence. 
The eyes and hands of the reader, thoſe 
important inſtruments of graceful elocu- 
tion, being engaged, it is no wonder the 
hearer grows languid, while he has none 
of thoſe awakening charms to excite and 
engage his attention. Lo theſe general 
conſiderations I muſt add this particular 
diſad vantageous circumſtance, which at- 
tends the ſpeech in queſtion, that it is 
chiefly of the argumentative kind; and 
it is natural for an author to ſuſpect, that 
what he wrote with labour will' not be 
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LETTER XXIllL 
Ta Calvi/ius, : 


NEVER ſpent my time more agree- 
ably, I thivk, than 1 did lately with 
Spurinna. Iam ſo much pleaſed with the 
uninterrupted regularity of his way of 
life, that if ever 1 ſhould arrive at old 
age, there is no .man whom 1 would 


- ſooner chooſe for my model. llook upon 


read with pleaſure. For who is there ſo 


unprejudiced as not to prefer the flowing 
and floridoration, to one in thiscloſe and 
unornamented ſtyle? It is very unreaſon- 
ablethereſhould be any difference; how- 
ever, it is certain the judges.generally ex- 
pect one manner of pleading, and the 
audience another; whereas in truth an 
auditor ought to be affected only with 
thoſe things which would ſtrike him, were 
he in the place of the judge. Neverthe- 


leſs, it is poſſible the objections which 


lie againſt this piece may be got over, in 
conſideration of the novelty it has to re- 
commend it; the novelty I mean with 
reſpect to us, for the Greek orators have 
a method, though upon a dittecent occa- 
lion, not altogether unlike what I made 
uſe of, They, when they would throw 
out a law, as contrary to ſome former one 
unrepealed, argue by comparing thoſe 
laws together; ſo I, on the contrary, en- 
deavoured to ſhew that the crime, which 
| was infiſting upon as falling within the 
ment and meaning of thelaw relating to 
publicextortions, was agreeable not only 
to that, but likewiſe to other laws of the 
me nature. "Thoſe who are not con- 
verſant in the laws of their country, can 
have no taſte for reaſonings of this kind; 
tut thoſe who are, ought to be ſo much 
the more,pleaſed with them. I ſhall en- 


deavour, therefore, if you perſiſt in my 


teciting it, to collecta judicious audience. 
But before you determine this point, I 
meat you thoroughly to weigh the dif- 
Lculties have laid before you, and then 
decide as reaſon ſhall direct; for it is 
reaton that mult juitify you: obedience 


_ to your commands will be a ſutlicient 
apology tor me. Face vel. 


* 


* 
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ↄrder in human actions, eſpecially at that 
advanced period, with the ſame ſort of 
pleaſure as I behold the ſettled courſe of 
the-heavenly bodies. in youth, indeed, 
there is a certain irregularity and agita- 
tion by no means unbecoming; but in 
age, when buſineſs is unſeaſonable, aud 
ambition indecent, all ſhould be calm 
and uniform. This rule Spurinna reli- 
giouſſy purſues throughout his xhole con- 
duct. Even in thoſe tranſactions which 
one might call minute and incosſiderable, 
did they not occur every day, he obſerves 
a certain periodical ſeaſon and method, 


The firſt part of the morning he devotes 


to ſtudy; at eight he dreſſes and walks 
about three miles, in which he enjoys at 
once contemplation and exerciſe. Athis 
return, if he has any friends with him in 
his houſe, heenters upon ſome polite and 
uſetul topic of converſatian ; if he is 
alone, ſomebody reads to him; and ſome- 
times too when he is not, if it is #gree- 
able to his company. When this is over , 
herepoſes himſelf, and then again either 
takes up a book, or falls into ſome dif- 
courſe even more entertaining and in- 
ſtructive. He afterwards takes the air 
in his chariot, either with his wife (who 
is a lady of uncommon merit) or with 
ſome friend: a happineſs which lately 


was mine !—How agreeable, how noble 


is the ent of him in that hour of 
You would fancy you were 

earing ſome worthy of ancient times, 
inflaming your breaſt with the moſt he- 
roicexamples, and inſtructing your mind 
with the moſt exalted precepts; which 
yet he delivers with ſo modeſt an air; 
that there is not the leaſt appearance of 
dictating in his converſation. When he 
has thus taken a tour of about ſeven 
miles, he gets out of his chariot and 
walks a mile more, after which heretucns 
home, and either repoſes himſelf, or re- 
tires to his ſtudy. He has an excellent 
: talte” 


* 
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taſſe for poetry, and compoſes in the lyric 


manner, both in Greek and Latin, with 
gicat judgment, It is ſurprifing what 
an eale and [pirit of gaiety runs through 
his verſes, which the merit of the author 
renders {ti}] more valuable. When the 
Paths are ready, which in winter is about 
three o'clock, and in ſummer about tuo, 
be undreiles himſelf; awd if there hap- 


. pens to be no wind, he walks for ſome 


.of old age. 


wine in the ſun, Aſter this he plays a 
contiderable time at tennis; for by this 
fort of exerciſetvo, he combatsthe effects 
When he has bathed, he 
tows himſelf upon his couch till ſupper 
time, and in the meanwhile ſome agree- 
ae and entertaining author is read to 
him. tnthis, as in all the reſt, his friends 
are at full hiLerty to partake; or to em- 
ploy themiclves in any other manner 


nwrefuitableto their tatte. Vou ſit down 


to an elegant yet frugal repaſt, which 
i>lerved up in pare and antique plate. 
He has likewiſe a complete equipage for 
his tide-board, in Corinthian metal, 
Hich is his pleaſure, not his paſſion. At 
His table he is frequently entertained with 
comedians, that even his very amuſe- 
ments may be feafoned with good ſenſe; 


_ and though he continues there, even in 


of his gueſts ever think it tedious. 


#. 


mmer, till the night is ſomething ad- 
vanced, yet he prolongs the featt with fo 
much attabil:ty and politeneſs, that none 
Ey 
this method of living he has preſerved 
all his lenſes entire, and his body active 
and vigorous to his feventy-eighth vear, 
withourdifco vering any appearance otold 
age, but the wiſdom. This is the fort of 


Ie which I ardeitly alpire after; as I 
ip 


purpoſe to enjoy it, when 1 fhall arrive at 
tive veirs Khich will juſtify a retreat 
tom butinels, In the mean wile 1 am 


* "ihis was the principal meal among the 
Rama „ it which all their fealts and invita- 


tions were made; they ulualiy began it about 


their nimh hour, anſwering pretiy nearly. to 
our three © clock in the atterncon. But as Spu— 
tinna, we find, did not enter upon the execute, 
which always precede this meal ti the eighth 
oi n nth hour, it we allew about three hours 
tor that pu: pole, he conld not fit down to ta- 
ble +1} towards fix or even clock, 

+ ! his © etal, whatever it was compoſe 
ol (for tht 10 . ie „v0 means clear), v 49 10 
hig..ly efteerred among the ancients, trat the y 
P. ef rte it even to 2 „ad: 

Ara. „ ab Li þ nas trauro h⏑, d fans Ilis. 
Stat. Sy'. 2, 
—Cri tn brafs more prociuny et than gold 
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embarraſſed with a thouſand affairs, in 


which Spurinna is at once my ſupport 
and my example. As long as it became 
him he entered into all the duties of pub- 
lic life. It was by pafling through the 
various offices of the ſtate, by governin 

of provinces, and by indefatigable toil, 
that he merited the repoſe he now enjoys, 
1 propoſe to myſelf the ſame courſe and 
the ſame end; and I give it to you under 
my hand that I do fo, If an ill-timed 
ambition ſhould carry me beyond it, pro- 
duce this letter againſt me, andcondegn 
me to repoſe, whenever I can enjoy it 


without beingreproached with indolence, 


* 


Farewel, 


LETTER XXIV. 
To Hiſpulla, 


Ir is not eaſy to determine whether my 

love or eſteem were greater ſor that 
wiſe and excellent man-your father; but 
this is moſt certain, that in reſpect to his 
memory and your virtues, | have the ten- 
dereſt value for you. Can 1 fail then to 
wiſh (as | ſhall by every means in my 
power endeavour) that your ſon may 
copy the virtues of both his grandfathers, 
particularty his maternal ? as indeed his 
father and his uncle will furniſh him alſo 
with very illuſtrious examples.” The furett 


method to train him up in the ſteps of 
theſe valuable men, is early to ſeaſon his 
wind with polite learning and uſefu] 


knowledge; and it is of the laſt conſe- 
quence from whom he receives theſe in- 
{tructions. Hitherto he has had his edu- 
cation under youreye, and in your houle, 
where he is expoſed to few, I ſhould ra- 
ther ſay to no wrong impreſſions, Bu! 
he is now of an age to be ſent frem 
home, and it is time to place him with 
ſome profetlor of rhetoric; of whoſe dil- 
cipline and method, but above all of 
whole morals, you may be well ſatisfied, 
Amongſt the many advantages for which 
this amiable youth is indebted to nature 


and fortune, he has that of a moſt beau- 


tiful perſon: it is necetlary, therefore, in 
this loote and flippery age, to find out 
one who will not only be his tutor, but 
his guardian and his guide. 1 will vet 
trr- 20 recommend Julius Genitor toy0d 
vw der that character, I love him, ] con- 
ſets, ox: remely. but my affection doro 
50 „ cas prejudice ny judgment, ontie 

conta 
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contrary it is, in fruth, the effect of it. 
His behaviour is grave, and his morals 
irreproachable ; perhaps ſomething too 
ſevere and rigid for the libertine manners 
of theſe times, 
profeſſion you may learn ſrom many 
others; for the art of eloquence, as it is 
open to all the world, is ſoon diſcovered; 
but the qualities of the heart lie more 
concealed, and owt of the reach of com- 
mon obſervation; and it is on that ſide 1 


undertaketo be anſwerable for my friend. 


Your ſon will hear nothing trom this wor- 


thy man, but what will be for his advan-, 


tage to know, nor learn any thing of 
which it would be happier he ſhonld be 
ignorant. He will repreſent to him as 
often, and with as much zeal as you or I 
Would, the virtues of his family, and what 
a vlorious weight of characters he has to 
ſupport. Vou will not heſitate then to 
place him with a tutor, whoſe firſt care 


will be to form his manners, and after 


wards to inſtruct him in eloquence ; an 


attainment ill-acquired if withthe neglect ' 


of moral improvements, Farewel. 


LETTER. XXV; 
To Macer. 
HAVE the pleaſure to find you are ſo 


great an admirer of my uncle's werks, 
a5 to wiſh to have a complete collection 
of them, and for that purpoſe deſite me 
to lend you an account of all the treatiſes 
he wrote. L will poiat them out to you 
in the order in which they were com- 
poſed ; for however immaterial that may 
et m, it is a ſort of information not at all 
unacceptable to men of letters, The 


— 


tilt book he publiſhed was, a treatiſe 


concerning "The art of uſing the Javelin 
on Horſeback; this he wrote when he 
commanded a troop of horſe, and it is 
4.awn up with great accuracy and judg- 
ment. The Life of Pomponius Secundus, 
n two volumes: Pomponius had a very 


great aftection for him, and he thought 


he oed this tribute to his memory. 
The iliflory of the Wars in Germany, in 


tyenty books; in which he gave an ac- | 


Win of all the battles we were engaged 
in againtt that nation. 
he had when he ſerved in the army in 
Germany, firſt ſuggeſted to him the de- 
ln of this work. He imagined that 
Druſus Nero (who extended his conqueſts 


vey far into that country, and there luſt 


Als life) appeared to him in his fleep, 


His qualifications in his 


A dream which 
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and conjured him not to ſuffer his me- 


mory to be buried in oblivion, He has 
left us hkewiſe A Treatiſe upon Elo- 
quence, divided into ſix volumes, In 
this work he takes the orator from his 


cradle, and leads him on till he has car- 


ried him up to the highelt point of per- 
fection in this art. In the latter part of 
Nero reign, when the tyranny of the 
times made it dangerous to engage in 
{tudies of a more free and elevated ſpirit, 
he publiſhed a piece of criticiſm in eight 
books, concerning ambiguity in expreſ- 
hon, He has compleated the hiflory 
which Aufidius Baſſus left unfiniſhed, and 
has added to it thirty books. And laſtly, 


he has left thirty-ſeven books upon the 


ſubje& of Natural Hiſtory: this is a work 
of creatcompaſsand learning, and almoſt 
as full of variety as nature herſelf, You 
will wonder how a man ſo engaged as he 
was, could find time to compoſe ſuch a 
number of books, and ſome of them too 
upon abltruſe ſubjects. But your ſurpriſe 
will rife ſtill higber when you hear, that 
for ſome time he engaged in the profeſ- 
fion of an advocate, that he died in his 
fifty-ſixth year; that from the time of 


his quitting the bar to his death, he was 
. employed in the execution of the higheſt 


pos; and in the ſervice of his prince. 
But he had a quick apprchenſion, joined, 
to.ungearied application. In ſummer he 
always began his ſtudies as ſoon as it was 
night“; in winter generally at one in the 
morning, but never later than two, aud 
often at midnight. No man ever ſpent 
leſs time in bed, inſomuch that he would 
ſometimes, without retiring from his 


books, take a ſhort fleep, and then pur- 


* The diſtribution of time among the Ro- 
mans, was extremely different from the method 
in ule amongſt us They mealured the night 
into four equal parts, which they called wwatch- 
es, each containing the ſpace of_thiee hours; 
and part of theſe they devoted either to the 
pleaſures of the table, or to ſtudy. The natural 
day they divided into twelve hours, the fiiſt be- 
gina'ng with tun-riſe, and the al ending wit! 
ſun-tet ; by which means their h urs were of 
unequal length, varying accoriing to tae-dil- 
ferent ſeaſous of the year, The time lo, bus 
neſs began with ſun-riſe, and continued to the 
fitth hoer, being that of dinner, which with 
them was only al :ght repalt. From thence to 
the feventh hour was a time of cee: a cul- - 
tom which Wil prevails in Italy,. The eighth 
hour was employed in bodily excteiles; alet 
wich they conftantiy balance, aud fioui thence 
Went to aper. 
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ſue his ſtudies, Before day- break he uſed 
to wait upon Veſpaſlan; who likewiſe 
choſe that ſeaſon to tranſact buſineſs. 
When he had finiſhed the affairs which 
the emperor committed to his charge, 
he returned home again to his ſtudies. 


After a ſhort and light repaſt at noon 
(agreeably to the good old cuſtom of our 


. anceſtors), he would frequently in the 


ſammer, if he was diſengaged from buſi- 


neſs, repoſe himſelf in the ſun; during 
Which time ſome author was read to him, 


from whence he made extracts and obſer- 
vations, as indeed this was his conſtant 
method whatever book he read; for it 
was a maxim of his, that ** no book 
** was ſo bad, but ſomething might be 
« learned from it.” When this was over, 
he generally went into the cold bath, 
and as ſoon as he came out of it, juſt took 
alight refreſhment and then repoſed him- 


ſelf for alittle while. Thus, as if it had 


been a new day, he immediately reſumed 
his ſtudies till ſupper-time, when a book 
was again read to him, upon which he 


would make ſome haſty remarks. I re- 


member once his reader having pronounc- 
ed a word wrong, ſomebody at the table 
made him repeat it again; upon which 
my uncleaſked his friend if he underſtood 
it? Who replying, „ Yes;” Why 


( then,“ ſaid he, © would you make 
* him go back again? We.have loſt by 


this interruption above ten lines:” ſo 
covetous was this great man of time! In 
ſummer he always roſe from ſupper by 
day-light, and in winter as ſoon as it was 


dark; and this was an invariable law: 


with him. Such was his manner of life 
ami.llt.the noiſe and hurry of the town; 
but in the countty his whole time was 
devotedto {tuy without intermiſſion, ex- 
cebting only when he bathed. But in 
this exception include no more than the 
time he wits actually in the bath; for all 
the while he was rubbed and wiped, he 
was employed either in hearing ſome 
buok read to him, or in dictiting himſelt. 
In his journies ne loſt no time from his 
alice, bt his mind at thoſe ſeaſons be- 
ing diſengaged from all other thoughts, 


Papplicd felt wholly to that fingle purſuit. 


A tecretary * contiantly. attended him in 


* The word in the original implies a perſon 
who wrote ſhort- hang; an art which the Ro- 
mans carried to its h ghelt perteQuon, 
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his chariot, who, in the winter, wore a 

articular ſort of warm gloves, that the 
W of the weather might not occa- 
ſion any interruption to his ſtudies; and 
for the ſame reaſon my uncle always uſed 
a chair in Rome. I remember he once re- 


proved me for walking : “ You might,” 


ſays he, * employ thoſe hours to moread-. 


| 40 vantage wy for he thought all was time 


loſt, that was not given to ſtudy, By 
this extraordinary application. he found 


time to write ſo many volumes, beſide; 


one hundred and ſixty which he left me, 
conſiſting of a kind of common-place, 
wrote on both ſides in a very ſmall cha- 
racter ; ſo that one might fairly reckon 
the number conſiderably more. I have 
heard him ſay, when he was comptrollg 
of the revenue in Spain, Largius Licinius 
offered him four hundred thouſand 


ſeſterces + for theſe manuſcripts; and yet 


they were not then quite ſo numerous, 


When you reflect upon the books he has 


read, and the volumes he has wrote, are 


you not inclined to ſuſpect that he never” 


was engaged in the affairs of the public, 
or the ſervice of his prince ? On the other 
hand, when you are informed how inde- 
fatigable he was in his ſtudies, are not 
you diſpoſed to wonder that he read and 
wrote no more ? For, on one fide, what 
obſtacles would not the buſineſs of a court 
throw in his way ? And on the other, 
what is it that ſuch intenſe application 
might not perform? I cannot but ſmile, 


therefore, when | hear myſelf called a 
ſtudious man, who in compariſon to him 


am a mere loiterer. But why do I wen- 
tion myſelf, who am diverted from theſe 


purſuits by numberleſs affairs both pub- 


lic and private? Even they whoſe whole 
lives are engaged in ſtudy, muſt bluſh 
when placed in the fame view with him. 


I have run out my letter, I'perceive, be- 


yond the extent | at firſt dehgned, Which 
was only to inform you, as you deſired, 


what treatiſes h- has left behind Kim. - 


But [ truſt this will not be leſs acceptable 
to you than the books themſelves, as |! 
may poſſibly not only raiſe your curiol!'y 
to read his works, but your emulation t9 


copy his example by ſome attempts ot 


the fame nature. Farewel. 


+ About 3200 J. of our money. 
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r 
To Severus. 


[ Have lately purchaſed with a legacy 
that was left me, a ſtatue of Corinthian 
braſs. It is ſmall indeed, but well exe- 
cuted, at leaſt if I have any judgment; 
which moſt m—"_y in matters of this 
fort, as perhaps in Mothers, is extremely 
deſective. However, I think I have a 
taſte to diſcover the beauties of this fi- 
gure: as it is naked, the faults, if there 
be any, as well as the perfections, are 
more obſervable. It repreſents an old 
man in a ſtanding poſture, The bones, the 
muſcles, the veins, and wrinkles are fo 
{trongly expreſſed, that you would ima 
gine the figure to be animated. The 
character is well preſerved throughout 
every part of the body: the hair is thin, 
the forehead broad, the face ſhriveled, 
the throat lank, the arms languid, the 
breaſt fallen, and the belly ſunk; as the 
whole turn and air of the figure dehind, 
is expreſſive of old age. It appears to be 
antique from the colour of the braſs. In 
ſhort, it isa performance ſo highly finiſhed 
as to merit the attention of the moſt cy- 
rious, and to afford, at the ſame time, 
pleaſure to the moſt common obſerver : 
and this induced me, who am a mere 
novice in this art, to buy it. But I did 
to, not with any intent of placing it in 
my own houſe (for I have yet nothing 
of that kind there), but with a deſign of 
tixing it in ſome conſpicuous place in my 
native province, perhaps in the temple of 
Jupiter : for it is a preſent well worthy 
of a temple and a god. I deſire there- 
tore you would, with that care which you 
always execute my requeſts, give imme- 
diate orders for a pedeſtal to be made for 
it, I leave the choice of the marble to 
you, but let my name be engraven upon 


it, and, if you think proper, my titles. 


I will fend the ſtatue by the firſt opportu- 
nity; or poſſibly (which I am ſure you 
like better) I may bring it myſelf : 
fort intend, if I can find leiſure, to make 
This is a piece of 
news which I know you will rejoice to 
ear: but you will ſoon change your 
countenance when I tell you, my viſit 
will be only for a few days: for the ſame 
vulineſs that now detains me here, will 


prevent my making a longer ſtay. Faree 
wel, 
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LETTER XVI. 


To Caninius. 


AM juſt now informed that Silius Ita- 

licus has ſtarved himſelf to death, at 
his villa near Naples. Having been af- 
flicted with an impoſthume, which was 
deemed incurable, he grew weary of life 
under ſuch uneaſy circumitances, and 
therefore put an end to it, with the moſt 
determined courage. He had been ex- 
tremelyfortunatethroughthe wholecourſe 
of his days, excepting the only loſs of 
his younger ſon; however, that was made 
up to him in the ſatisfaction of ſeeing his 
eldeſt, who is of a more amiable cha- 
racter, attain the conſular dignity, and 
of leaving him ina very flouriſhing ſitua- 
tion. He ſuifered a little in his reputa- 
tion in the time of Nero, having been 
ſuſpected of forwardly joining in ſome of 
the informations which were carried on 


in the reign of that prince; but he made 


uleof his intereſt in Vitellius, with great 
diſcretion and humanity. He acquired 
much honour by his adminiſtration ofthe 
government of Aſia; and by his ap- 
proved behaviour after his retirement 
from bulineſs, cleared his character from 
that ſtain which his former intrigues had 
thrown upon it. He lived among the no- 
bility of Rome, without power, and con- 
ſequently withoutenvy, highly reſpected, 
and much viſited, merely upon account 
of his merit : for what other inducement 
could bring company to a man, who fre- 
quently was. confined to his bed, and al- 
ways to his chamber ? He employed his 
time between converling with men of let- 
ters, and compoſing of verſes; which he 
ſometimes recited, in order to try the 
ſentiments of the public: but he diſ- 
covered in them more induſtry than ge- 
nius. In the decline of his years he en- 
tirely quitted Rome, and lived altogether 
in Campania, from whence even the ac- 
ceſſion of the new“ emperor could not 
drawhim. A eircumſtance which I men- 
tion as well to the honour of the prince, 
who was not diſpleaſed with that liberty, 
as of Italicus who was not afraid to make 
uſe of it. He was reproached with being 
fond of all the elegancies of the fine arts 
to a degree of exceſs. He had ſeveral 
villas in the ſame province, and the laſt 


: * Trajan, 
S purchaſe 
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purchaſe was always the chief favourite, 
to the neglect of the reſt. They were all 
furniſned with large collections of books, 
ſlatues, and pictures, which he more than 
enjoyed, he even adored; particularly 
that of Virgil, of whom he was ſo paſ- 
ſionate an admirer, that he celebrated the 
anniverſary of that poet's birth day with 
more ſolemnity than his own ; eſpecially 
at Naples, where he uſed to approach his 
tomb* with as much reverence as if it 
had been a temple, In this tranquillity 
he lived to the ſeventy-fifth year of his 
age, with a delicate, rather than a ſickly 
conſtitution, It is remarkable, that as 
he was the laſt perſon upon whom Nero 
conferred the conſular office (that prince 
being killed ducing his conſulſhip) ſo he 
was the laſt alſo that ſurvived of all thoſe 
who had been raiſed by him to that dig- 
nity. When I conſider this, I cannot 
forbearlamenting thetranſitoey condition 
of mankind. Is there any thing in na-. 
ture ſo ſhort and limited as human life, 
even in its moſt extended period ? Does 
it not ſeem to you, my friend, but yeſ- 
terday, that Nero was upon the throne ? 
and yet not one of all thoſe who were 
conſuls in his reign now remains! But 
why ſhould I wonder at an event ſo com- 
mon? Lucius Piſo (the father of that 
Piſo who was infamouſly aſſaſſinated by 
Valerius Feſtus in Africa) uſed to ſay, 
he did not ſee one perſon in the fenatef 
who ſat in that houſe when he was con- 
ſul : ſuch multitudes are ſwept away in 
ſo ſhort a ſpace! I am therefore ſo far 
from thinking thoſe tears of Xerxes need 
any apology, that in my judgment hiſtory 
does honour to his character, which in- 
ferms us, that when this prince had at- 
tentively ſurveyed his immenſe army, he 


could not refrain from weeping, with the 


thought thꝗt ſo many thouſand liveswould 


® Travellers are ſtill ſhewn a monument. 


near Naples which is called Virgil's tomb. But 
Mr. Addiſon “ thinks it almoſt certain, that 
this totnb ſtood on the other ſide of the town, 
* which looks towards mount Veluvio.” Ad- 
diſon's Travels, p. 164. Mabi'ion, in his Muſ. 


Ital. p. 112, ſays, the following epitaph was x az honourable poſt, but to diſpoſe of it. 


dug up there: 
Siſtite viateres quaſ,, pauca legite: 
Hic fitus et Mars 
Stay Travellers, I beg, and read this 
ſhort Inſcription : ö 
HFlere lies Niaro! 


+ The number of ſegators, as regulated by 
Auguſtus, Was 600. 
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ſo ſoon be extinct. The more ardent 


therefore ſhould our zeal be to lengthen 


out this ſhort portion of exiſtence by ac. 
quiſitions of glory, if not in the active 


ſcenes of life (which is not always in our 


own power), yet however in thoſe of ſtudy 


and contemplation; and ſince it is not 


granted us to live long, let us tranſmit 
to poſterity ſome memorial that we have 
at leaſt lived. I well know, you want 
not any incitement to virtue; but the 
warmth of my affection for you inelines 
me to forward you in the courſe you al. 
ready purſue; as I have often found my. 
ſelfencouraged by your generous exhort- 
ations. How glorious is the contention, 
when twofriends thus ſtrive whoſhall ani. 
mate each other moſt in their purſuits of 


immortal fame! Farewel. 


LETTER XXVIL 


To Tranguillus. 


HE obliging manner in which you 
defire me to confer the military tri- 
bunate upon your relation, which [ had 
obtained of the moſt illuſtrious I Neratius 
Marcellus for yourſelf, is agreeable to 


that reſpect with which you always treat 


me. As it would have given me great 
pleaſure to have ſeen you in that poſt, ſo 
It will not be leſs acceptable to me to 
have it beſtowed upon one whom you re- 
commend. For hardly, I think, would 
it be conſiſtent to wiſh a man advanced 
to hunours, and yet enyy him a title far 
nobler than any other he can receive, 
even that of a generous and an affec. 
tionate relation. Todeſerve and togrant 
favours, is the faireſt point of view in 
which we can be placed; and this ami- 
able character will be yours, if you re- 
ſign to your friend what is due to your 
own merit. I muſt acknowledge at the 
fame time, I am by no means adyancing 
my own reputation, as the world will 
learn from hence, that my friends not 
only have it in their power to enjoy ſuch 


[ readily therefore comply with yourge- 
nerous requeſt ; and as your name is not 
yet entered upon the.roll, I can without 
difficulty inſert Silvanus's in its ſtead: 
and may he accept this good office at 


Þ This was a title given to all ſenators, i 
the times of the latter emperor, 
your 


A N C 


your hands with the ſame grateful diſ- 
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poſition that I am ſure you will receive 


mine. Farewel. 


= LETTER XXIX. 
| To Catilius. 


ACCEPT of your invitation to * ; 

but L muſt makethis agreement before- 
hand, that you diſmiſs me ſoon, and treat 
me frugally. Let our entertainment 
aboundonlyin philoſophicalconverſation; 
and even that too with moderation. There 
ate certain midnight parties, which Cato 


though I muſt confeſs at the ſame time, 
that Julius Cæſar &, when he reproaches 
him upon that head, exalts the character 
he endeavours to expoſe: for he de- 
ſcribes thoſe perſons who met this reeling 
patriot, as bluſhing when they diſcovered 
who he was; and adds, you would have 


thought that Cato had detected them, and 


not they Cato. Could he place the dig- 


nity of Cato id a ſtronger light, than by 


repreſenting him thus venerable even in 


his cups? As fot ourſelves, nevertheleſs, 


let temperance not only ſpread our table, 
but regulate our hours: for we are not 
arrived at ſo high a reputation, that our 
enemies cannot cenſure us but to our ho- 
nour, Farewel, 


LETTER XXY. 
; To Proculus. 


OU deſire me to read your poems in 
my retirement, and toexamine whe- 

ther they are fit for public view; and af- 
ter requeſting me to turn ſome of my lei- 
lure hours from my own ſtudies to yours, 
you remind me that Tully was remarka- 
ble for his generous encouragement and 
patronage of poetical geniuſes. But-yau 
did not do me juitice, if you ſuppoſed I 
wanted either intreaty or example upon 
this occaſion, who not only honour the 
mules with the molt religious regard, but 


have alſo the warmeli friendſhip for 


vourſelf: 1 ſhall therefore do what you 
require, with as much pleaſure as care. 
believe 1 may venture to declare be- 


Julius Cæſar wrote an inveRtive againſt 
Cain of Viica, to which, it is probable, b liny 
dere alludes, : 
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forehand, that your 1 is ex- 
tremely beautiful, and ought by no means 
to be ſuppreſſed; at leaſt that was my opi- 
nion wh I heard you recite it, if in- 
deed your manner did not impoſe upen 
me ; for the ſkill and harmony of your 
elocution is certainly inchanting. I truſt, 
however, the charming cadence did not en- 
rely overcome the force of my criticiſm; 
it might poſſibly a little ſoften its ſeverity, 
but could not totally, I imagine, diſarm 
me of it, I think therefore I may now 
ſaf-ly pronounce my opinion of your 
poems in general: what they are in their 
ſeveral parts, I thall judge when I read 


. them, Farewel. 
himſelf could not ſafely fall in with; - 


LETTER, XXXl. 
To Nepos. 
1 HAVE frequently obſerved, that 


amongſt the noble actions and remark- 
able ſayings of diſtinguiſned perſons in 
either ſex, thoſe which have been moſt 


celebrated have not always been the moſt 


illuſtrious; and I am confirmed in this 
opinion, by a converſation I had yeſter- 
day with Fannia. This lady is grand- 
daughter to that celebrated Arria, who 


animated her huſband to meet death by 


her own glorious example. She informed 
me of ſeveral particulars relating toArria, 
not leſs heroical than this famous action 
of hers, though leſs taken notice of: 
which 1 am perſuaded will raiſe your ad- 
miration as much as they did mine. Her 
huſband Cazcinna - Pætis, and her ſon 
were both at the ſame time attacked with 


a dangerous illneſs, of whichtheſon died. 


This youth, who had a moſt beautiful 
perſon and amiable behaviour, was not 
leſs endeared to his parents by his virtues 
than by the ties of affection. His mother 
managed his funeral fo privately, that 
Pixtus did not knew of hisdeath. When- 
ever ſhe came into his bed-chamber, ſhe 
pretended her fon was better : and as 
often as he enquired after his health, 
would anſwer that he had reſted well. or 


had eat with an appetite, When the 


found ſhe could no longer refirain her 


grief, but her tears were guſhing out, 
ſhe would I&ave the room, and having 
given vent to her paſſion, return again 
with dry eyes and a ſerene countenance, 


as if ſhe had difmiſled every ſentiment ot 
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ful. It muſt however be conſidered, 
when ſhe ſpoke and acted thus, ſhe had 
the proſpect of immortal glory before 
her eyes to encourage and ſupport her. 
But was it not ſomething much greater, 
Without the view of ſuch powerful mo- 
tives, to hide her tears, to conceal her 
grief, and cheerfully ſeem the mother 
When ſhe was ſo no more ? 

Scribonianus had taken up arms in II- 
lyria againlt Claudius, where having loſt 
his life, Pætus, who was of his party, 
was brought priſoner to Rome, When 
they were going to put him on board a 
ſhip, Arria beſought the ſoldiers that ſhe 
might be permitted to go with him: Cer - 
tainly, ſaid ſhe, you cannot refuſe a man 
of conſular dignity, as he is, a few flaves 
to wait upon him; but if you will take 
me, I alone will perform their qgftice. 
This favour, howeves, ſhe could not ob- 
taln; upon which ſhe hired a ſmall f'ſh- 
ing vellel, and boldly ventured to follow 
the ſhip. At her return to Rome, ſhe 
met the wife of Seribonianus in the em- 


*The ſtory, as mentioned by ſeveral of the 
ancient hiſt1ians, i to this 1 Pa tus 
having join d Sciiboniartus, who was in arms in 
Tiyriaagaint Claudius, wastakenaiterthe death 
of the latter, and condernned to death. Arr, 
having, n vain folicited his life, perſuaded him 
to de{troy dimſeif, rather thau ſuiler the ggg 
miny 0i {ailivg by i} + execu'rioner* hand: ; and 
n order to «1iCouagehbim to an aft, ro which it 
ſeems he was not much inclined, ſhe ct bim 
the example 1n the manner Pliny rclatce, 
la a picafn:e-houle belonging to the Vilia 
„ Ludoviſaat Rome there is a fine ſtatue repre- 


* {enting this ation. Patus is ſtabbing himicif 


* with one hand ard holds up the ving Arria 
© with the other. Her nine body bangs ſo 
6 lJovie, as if every joint were relaxed.” 
Wright” "Yravels, p. 334. Mart.alalſc har ce. 
lebratec (his here ie atlicn in a famous cg! am. 
Cala (wo oiadinm can wraderet A. 4 Puts, 
24. m de efecrt bus truxerat 47 fuis\ 
Si gn fides, dunn , guid f ci mon lelet, 129, 
Sed quod tu faces, lee min Fete, delct. 


"Jas bo 


14 
4, . 


When from her breaſt chaſte Arria inatch'd 


the lwerd, 3 
And gave the deathful weapon to her lord, 
My wound, ſne ſaiq, he licve ine, does not tmart; 
Tis thine aloe, my Pa tue, pains my heart. 


2 


ELEGANT EPISTLES. Book! 


ſorrow at her entrance. The action & was, 
no doubt, truly noble, when drawing the 
dagger ſhe plunged it in her breaſt, and 
then preſented it to her huſband with that 
ever memorable, I had almoſt ſaid that 
divine expreſſion, Pætus, it is not pain- 


peror's palace, who preſſing her to dif. 
cover all ſhe knew of that inſurrection, 
What! ſaid ſhe, ſhall I regard thy ad- 
vice, who ſaw thy huſband murderedeyen 
in thy very arms, and yet ſurviveſt him? 
An expreſſion which plainly ſhews, that 
the noble manner in which ſhe put an 
end to her life was no unpremeditated 
efte& of ſudden paſſion. When Thraſea, 
who married her daughter, was diſſuad- 
ing her from her purpoſe of deſtroying 
herſelf, and among other arguments 
which he uſed, ſaid to her, Would you 
then adviſe your daughter to die with me, 
if my life were to be taken from me? 
Moſt certainly I would, ſhe replied, if 
ſhe had lived as long and in as muck 
harmony with you, as I have with m. 
Peztus. This anſwer greatly heightened 
the alarnjapt her family, and made then 
obſerveher for the future more narrowly; 
which when ſtg perceived, ſhe ailuret 
them all their caution would be to us 
purpoſe. You may oblige me, ſaid ſhe, 
to execute my reſolution in a way tha, 
will give me more pain, but it is impol- 
ſible you ſhould prevent it. She ha! 
ſcarce ſaid this, when ſhe ſprang from 
her chair, and running her head with ehe 
utmoſt violence againſt the wall, ſhe te 
down, in appearance dead. But being 
brought to herſelf, I told you, ſaid ts, 
if you would not ſufter me to take ths 
ealy paths to death, I ſhould make m! 
way to it through ſome more diihicu! 
paſſage. Now, is there not, my friend, 


- ſomething much greater in all this, than 


the fo much talked of, P:xtus, it i510 
painful? to which, indeed, it ſeems ! 
have led the way: and yet this laſt is“ 
, favourite topic of fame, while all the fu. 
mer are paſled over in profound filenc* 
Whence | cannot but infer, what I 0 
ſerved inthe beginning of my letter, thi! 
the moſt famous actions are not alw} 
the moſt noble. „Fare wel. 


o 


LETTER XXXI. 
T9 Fe, wes. 


O what ſhall I attribute your 7 

ſilence? Is it want of bealth, ors 
of leiſurethat prevents your writing 
is'it, perhaps, that you have no op!“ 
nity of conveying vour letters? . 
me, U intreat you, from the perpls!! 
of theſe doubis; for they are mate. © 


\ 


attured, than J am able to ſupport; 


oiſtce being called over, a profound u- 
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do ſo, even though it be at the expence 
of an expreſs meſſenger: I will gladly 
bear his charges, and even reward him 
too, ſhould he bring me the news I wiſh. 
As for myſelf, I am well; if that, with 
any propriety, can be ſaid of a, man 
who lives in the utmoſt ſuſpenſe and 
anxiety, under the apprehenſion of all 
theaccidents which can poſſibly befal the 
friend he molt tenderly loves. Farewel, 


R 
To Maximus. . 
von remember, no doubt, to have 


read what commotions were occaſion- 
ed by the law which directs that the elec- 
tions of magiſtrates ſhall be by balloting; 
and how much the author * of it was both 
approved and condemned, Yetthis very 
lawtheſenatelatelyunanimouſlyreceived, 
and upon the election day, with one con- 
ſent, called for the ballots. It muſt be 
owned, the method by open votes had 
introduced into the ſenate more riot and 
diforder than is ſeen even in the aflem- 
blies of the people; all order in ſpeaking, 
all decency of ſilence, all dignity of cha- 
racter, was broke through; and it was 
univerſal diflonance and clamour : here, 
the ſeveral candidates running from fide 
to ſide with their patrons; there, a troop 
collected together in the middl- of the 
ſenate houſe; and, in ſhort, the whole 
atlerably divided into ſeparate parties, 
created the molt indecentconfuſion. Thus 
widely had we departed from the man- 


ners of our anceſtors, who conducted. 
theſe electtons with a calmneſs and regu- 


rity ſuitable to the reverence, which is 
due to the majeſty of the ſenate. I have 


been informed by ſome who rememher 


thoſe times, that the method obſer veckdn 
their aſſemblies was this: the name of 
the perſon who offered himfelf for any 
lence enſued, when im med ateſy the can- 
didate appeared, M hoafyer he had ſpoken 
ten him ſelf, and giveyhn account to the 
lenate of his life and manners, called 


* fl . 3 
Phe author of thi: law was one Gabinß 


u, trbune of the neafe, A. U. 614. ht Dave: * 


a "erV Confiderable blow 1H be 11.7, gence ot the 


nub with, As in this way of baiiot ing, it cuulki nit. 


be CIcOvered on which ſide the people gave 
tueir votes, and confegquert'y took ff that re- 
Uran thev before lay under, by che tear of 
onending their lupeciocs, 
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witneſſes in ſupport of his character. 
Theſe were, either the perſon under 
whom he had ſerved in the army, or to 
whom he had been Quzſtor, or both (it 
the caſe. admitted of it); to whom he aH 
joined ſame of thoſe friends who eſpouſed | 
his intereſt, - They delivered what they 
had to ſay in his favour, in few words, 
but with great dignity : and this had far 
more influence than the modern method 
of humble ſolicitation. Sometimes the 
candidate would object either to the birth, 
or age, or character of his competitor ; 
to which the ſenate would liſten with a 
ſevere and impartial attention: and thus 
was merit generally preferied to intereſt, 
But corruption h+ving abuſed this wiſe 
inſtitution of our ancetiors, we were ob- 
liged to have recourſe to the way of bal- 
loting, as the molt probable remedy for 
this evil. The method being new, and 
immediately put in practice, it anſwered. 
the preſent purpoſe very well: but, I am 
afraid, in proceſs of time it will intro- 
duce new inconveniences ; as this man- 
ner of balloting ſeems to attord a ſort of 
ſcreen to- injuſtice and partiality: For 
how few are there whopreſerve the ſame 
delicacy of conduct in ſecret, as when ex- 
poſed to the view of the world? The 
truth is, the generality of mankind re- 
vere Fame more than Conſcience. But 
this, perhaps, may be pronouncing too 
haſtily upona future contingency : be it 
— as It mav, have in the mean 
while obtained by this method au election 
of ſuch magiſtrates as belt deſezved the 


.. honour, For it was with us as with thoſe 


ſort of judges who are named upon the 
ſpot, we were taken before we had time 
to be biatted, and therelore determined 
impartially, 

I have given you this detail, not only 
as a piece of neus; but decauſe I am 
glad to feize every opportunity of ſpeak- 
ing of the republic; a fubje&, which as 
we have fewer occaſions of mentioning 
than our anceſtors, ſo we ought to be 
more careful not to let auy of them ſlip. 


In good exrnett, | am tired with repeat- 


ing over and overthe fame compliments, 
How a've do ? and 1 hope you are well, - 


V hy ſhould ourletters tor ever turn upon 
trivial and domeſiic concerns? It is true, 
indeed, the direction of the public weal 
is in the hands of a fingle perſon, who, 
for the gent ralgoo, takes upon himſelf 
ſolely to eaſe us cf the care and weight 


of 


wha = 
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of government ; but ſtill that bountiful 
ſource of power permits, by a very gene- 
rous diſpenſation, ſome ſtreams to flow 
down to us: and of theſe we may not 
only taſte ourſelves, but thus, as it were, 
adminiſter them to our abſent friends, 
Farewel, | | 


. 


LETTER XXXIV. 
To Eabatus. 


| you have long deſired a vifit from your 
grand- daughter * and myſelf. No- 
thing, be aſſured, could be more agree- 


able to us both; for we equally wiſh to 


ſee you, and aredetermined to delay that 
pleaſure no longer. For this purpoſe 
our baggage is actually making ready, 
and we are haſtening to you with all the 
expedition the roads will permit. We 
ſhall ſtay only once, and that for a ſhort 
time; intending to turn a little out ofthe 
way in order to go into Tuſcany: not 
for the ſake of looking upon our eſtate 
and into our family concerns, for that we 
could defer to another opportunity ; but 
to perform an indiſpenſable duty. "There 
is a town near my eſtate, called Tifer- 
num-upon-the-TiberÞ, which put itſelf 
under my patronage ,when I was yet a 
youth, Theſe people enter extremely 
into my intereſt, celebrate my arrival 
among them, expreſs the greateſt con- 
cern when LI leave them, and in ſhort 
give every proof of an. affection towards 
me as ſtrong as it is undeſerved. That 


I may return their good offices, (for what 


generous mind can bear to be excelled in 
acts of friendſhip ?) I have built a tem- 
ple in this place, at my own expence ; 


and as it is finiſhed, it would be a ſort of 


impiety to omit the dedication of it any 
longer. Wedelign, therefore, to be there 
on the day that ceremony is to be per- 
formed, and I have reſolved to celebrate 
it with a grand feaſt. We may poſlibly 
continue there all the next day, but we 
ſhall make- fo much the more expedition 
upon the foad, May we have the hap- 
pineſs to find you and your daughter in 
good health! as I am "ſure we ſhall in 
-ood ſpirits, if you ſee us ſafely arrived. 
— 5 Fe. 


# Calphurnia, Pliny's wife. 
+ Now C:tta vi Caſtello. 


LETTER XXXV. 


To Clemens. 


R EGULUS has loſt his ſon; and it iz 

perhaps the only undeſerved misfor. 
tune which could have befallen him; for 
I much doubt whether he thinks it one, 
The boy was of a ſprightly, but ambi- 
guous turn ; however, he ſeemed capable 
enough of ſteering right, if he could haye 
avoided ſplitting upon his father's exam. 
ple. Regulus gave him his freedom], in 
order to entitle him to the eſtate left him 
by his mother; and when he got into 
poſſeſſion of it, endeavoured (as the cha- 
racter of the man made it generally be. 
lieved) to wheedle him out of it, by the 


moſt ſingular and indecent complaiſance, 


This perhaps you will ſcarce think cre. 
dible; but if you conſider Regulus, you 
will not be long of that opinion. Hoy. 
ever, he now expreſſes his concern for 
the loſs of this youth ina moſt outrageous 
manner. The boy had a great number 
of little coach and ſaddle horſes ; dogs 
of different ſorts, together with parrots, 
blackbirds, and nightingales 5 in abun- 
dance: all theſe Regulus flew || round 


ft The Romans had an abſolute power over 
their children, of which no age or ſtation of the 
latter deprived them. / k 5 
This bird was much eſteemed among nice 
eaters, and was ſold at a high price. Horace 
mentions, as an inſtance ofgreat extravagance, 
two brothers who uſed to dine upon them : 
YQuinti progenies Arri, par nobile fratrun 
Luſcinias ſoliti inpenſe prandere cormtar, 
| | L. 2. Sat. 3. 
A noble pair of brothers 
On nightingales of monſtrous purchaſe dia'd, 
1 Mr. Faavnets. 
From an unaccountable notion that pre- 
vailed among the ancients, that the ghoſts de- 
lighted in blood, it was cuſtomary to kill 
great numberof beaſts, and throw them onthe 
funeral pile, In the more ignorant and barb- 
rous ages, men were the unhappy victims of this 
horrid rite, Even the compaſſionate /Enens 1s 
repreſented by Virgil as praQiſing this cruel ce- 
remony, at the funeral honou:s which he pet- 
formed to the memory of che unfortunate Pallas 
—— Sulmone creates 
Npoteer kicjuvens,totilemguequeseducatUſen. 
wwventes rapit; inferias guet tmmolat umbri!, 
Captivegue regi perfundat ſanguine flam mal. 
| | En. 10. pr 
Four youths by Sulmo, four by Ufens bred, 
Unhappy victims! geſtin'd to the dead, 
He ſe 2d alive, to offer on the pyre, 
And ſprinkle with their blood the funeral fire. 
| Mr, W 
k 
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the funeral pile of his ſon, in the oſten- 
tation of an affected grief. He is viſited 
upon this occaſion by a ſurpriſing num- 
ber of people, who though they ſecretly 
deteſt and abhor him, yet are as aſſiduous 
in their attendance upon him, as if they 
were influenced by a principle of real 


| eſteem and affection; or, to ſpeak my 


ſentiments in few words, they endeayour 
to recommend themſelves to his fayour 
by following his example. He is retired 
to his villa acroſs the Tiber; where he 
has covered a yaſt extent of ground with 
his porticos, and crowded all the ſhore 
with his ſtatues : for he blends prodiga- 
lity with covetouſneſs, and vain-glory 
with infamy. By his continuing there, 
he lays his viſitors under the great incon- 
venience of coming to him at this un- 
wholeſome ſeaſon ; and he ſeems to con- 
ider the trouble they put themſelves to, 
as a matter of conſolation, He gives 
out, with his uſual abſurdity, that he de- 
igns to marry. You muſt expect, there- 
fore, to hear ſhortly of the wedding of a 
man oppreſt with ſorrow and years; that 
is, of one who marries both too ſoon and 
too late, Do you aſk me why I conjec- 
ture thus? Certainly, not becauſe he af- 
trms it himſel (for never was there ſo 
infamous a liar), but becauſe there is no 
doubt that Regulus will do every thing 
he ought not, Farewel. | 


LELIIER XXXVI. 
To Antoninus. 


THAT you have twice enjoyed the dig- 
nity of cenſul, with a conduct equal 
to that of our moſt illuſtrious anceſtors; 
that few (your modeſty will not ſuffer 
me to ſay none) ever have, or ever will 
come up to the integrity and wiſdom of 
your Aſiatic adminiſtration ; that in vir- 
ve, in authority, and even in years, you 
ae the firſt of Romans; theſe, moſt cer- 
ainly, are ſhining and noble parts of 
your character; nevertheleſs, I own it 
n your retired hours that I moſt admire 
Jou. To ſeaſon the ſeverity of buſineſs 
th the ſprightlineſs of wit, and totem- 
per wiſdom with politeneſs, is as difficult 
ud is great; yet theſe uncommon qua- 
des you have moſt happily united in- 
ole wonderful charms, which not only 
brace your converſation, but particularly 
*\\mguiſh your writings, Your lips, 


5 
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like the venerable old man's in Homer, 


drop honey, and one would imagine the 


bee had diffuſed her ſweetneſs over all 
you compoſe, "Theſe were the ſenti- 
ments I had when 1 lately read your 
Greek epigrams and fatires. Whatele. 
gance, what beauties ſhine in this collec- 
tion ! how ſweetly the numbers flow, and 
how exactly are they wrought up in the 
true ſpirit of the ancients! What a vein 
of wit runs through every ling, and how 
conformable is the whole tõ the rules of 
juſt criticiſm! I fancied I had got in my 
hands Calli machus or Heſiod; or, if poſſi- 


ble, ſome poet even ſuperior to theſe; 


though indeed, neither of thoſe authors 
excelled, as you have, in both thoſe \ 
cies of poetry. Is it poſſible, that a Ro- 
man can write Greek in ſo much per- 
fection? I proteſt I do not believe Athens 
herſelf can be more Attic. To own the 
truth, I cannot but envy Greece the ho- 
nour of your preference. And fince you 
can write thus elegantly in a foreign lan- 
guage, it is paſt conjecture what you 
could have performed in your own. _ 
Farewel. 9 


LETTER XXXVIL 
To Naſo. 


A STORM of hail, I am informed, has 
deſtroyed all the produce of my eſtate 
in Tuſcany ; whilſt that which I have on 


the other ſide the Po, though it has proved 


extremely fruitful this ſeaſon; yet from 
the exceſſive cheapneſs of every thing, 
Laurentinum 1s 
the ſingle poſſeſſion which yields me any 
advantage, I have nothing there, in- 
deed, but a houſe and gardens; all the 
reſt is barren ſands; ſtill, however, m 
beſt productions riſe at Laurentinum. It 
is there I cultivate, if not my lands, at 
leaſt my mind, and form many acompo- 
ſition. As in other places I can ſhew 
you full barns; ſo there I can entertain 
you with good ſtore of the literary kind. 
Let me adviſe you then, if you wiſh for 
a never- failing revenue, to purehaſe ſome- 
thing upon this contemplative coaſt, 
Farewel. 
b * IND F 
H3usmnc avogert, Myvg Hua ayoprng, . 
Tu kal are ih (AENITI; YAUKIOY prev Alx. 
| Il. 1. 274. 
Experienced Neſtor, in perſuaſion ſkill'd ; 
Words ſweet as honey from his lips diſtill'd. 
Por E. 
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LETTER xxxXVIII. 
To Lepidus. 


Haves often told you that Regulus is 
a man ol ſpirit: whatever he engages 
in, he is ſure to execute it in a moſt ex- 
traordinary manner. He choſe lately to 
be extremely concerned for the loſs of 
his ſon : accordingly he mourned for him 
in a way which no man ever mourned 
before. He took it into his head that he 
would have ſeveral ſtatues and repreſent- 
ations of him; immediately all the arti- 
ſans in Rome are ſet to work, Colours, 
wax, braſs, filvgr,. ivory, marble, all 
_ exhibit the figure of young Regulus, Not 
long ago he read, before a numerous 
audience, a panegyric upon the life of 
his ſon: a large book upon the lite of 
a boy! then a thouſand tranſcribers we 
employed to copy this curious anecdote, 
which he diſpgried all yver the empire. 
He wrote likewiſe a ſort bf circular letter 
to the ſeveral Decurii, to deſire they 
would chooſe out one of their order who 
had a ſtrong clear voice, to read this eu- 
logy to the people; and I am informed 
it has been done accordingly. Had this 
ſpirit (or whatever elſe you will call an 
earneſtneſs in executing all one under- 
takes) been rightly applied, what infi- 
nite good might it have produced! The 
misfortune is, this active caſt is generally 
ſtrongeſt in men of vicious characters: 
' for as ignorance begets raſhneſs, amd 
knowledge inſpires caution ; fo modetiy 


is apt to depreſs and weaken the great and 


. well-formed genius, whilit holdneſs ſup- 
ports and {trengthens low and little minds. 
Regulus is a ſtrong proof of the truth of 
this obſervation : he has a weak voice, 
an aukward addreſs, a thick ſpeech, a 
flow imagination, and no memory; Ina 
word, he has nothing but an extrava- 
gant genius: and yet by the alſittance of 
this flighty turn aud muck impudence, 
he paſſes with many for a finiſhed orator. 
Herennius Senecio reverſed Cato's de- 
finition of an orator &, andapplied it with 
great juſtnels to Regulus: An orator, 
Kid he, is a bad man unſkilled in the art 
of ſpeaking. And, in good earneſt, Ca- 


to's definition is not a more exact de- 


* Cato, as we lezrn tom Nonius, comroſed 
a tieatiſe upon 1hetorie, for the uſe of his fon, 
heren he defi ed an orator ty be, a good man 
ſkilied in the art of tyrakinge | 


> 
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ſcription of a true orator, than Senecio's 
is of the character of this man. Would 
you make a ſuitable, return to this letter} 
let me know if you, or any of my friend; 
in your town mm an air of pleaſan- 
try mouthed (as Demoſthenes calls it) 
this melancholy piece to the people, like 
a ſtroller in the market-place. For {6 
abſurd a performance muit move rather 
laughter than compaſſion; and indeed 
the compoſition 1s as puerile as the ſub. 
jet. Farewel. | : 


LECTER XLLIK| 
To Arrianus. 


MY advancement to the dignity af an 
Augur+Þ is indeed an honour that 
juſtly merits the congratulation you give 
me; not only as it is highly glorious to 
receive, even in the {lighteſt initances, a 
teſtimony of the approbation of ſo wiſe 
and judicious a prince; but as it is alſo 
an ancient and ſacred inſtitution, which 
has this high and peculiar privilege an- 
nexed to it, that it is for life. Other ſa- 
cerdotal honours, though they may, per- 
haps, equal this in dignity, yet as they 
are given, ſo they may. be taken away: 
but fortune has no. farther power over 
this, than to beſtow it. What recom- 
mends this dignity to me ſtill more, is, 
that I have the honour to ſucceed fo il 
luſtriousa perſonas Julius Frontinus, He 
for many years, upon the nomination- 
day of proper perſons to be received 
into the ſacred college, conſtantly pro- 
poſed me, as if he had a view to my be- 
ing his ſucceſſor; and fince it has actually 
proved fo in the event, I am willing to 
look upon it as ſomething more than ac- 
cident. But the circumftance, it ſeems, 
that moſt pleaſes you in this affair, ö, 
that Tully enjoyed the ſame poſt ; and 
you rejoice (you tell me) to find that ! 
follow his ſteps as cloſely in the paths 6: 
honour, as 1 endeavour to do in thoſe 0! 
eloquence, I wiſh, indeed, as I had the 
ad vantage to be admitted earlier into the 
ſacred college and conſular office than 
Cicero, ſo I might, in my more advance 


Their buſineſs was to interpret dreams, i- 
cles, prodigies, &c. and to ſotetel whether ans 
tion ſhould be ſortunate vr prejudictal to parties” 
lat per ſoas, or to the whole common weaſch Uf 
on this account they very oſten occaſioned "7 
diſplacing of magiſtrates, the deferring ot pud i 
allemblies, &c, Kennet's Rom. Antiq. p.67, 

years, 


ay Fj © Ay aw wm «__. 
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| muſt let you into the oceaſion o 
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years, catch ſome ſpark, at leaſt, of his 
divine genius! The former, as it is in 
the gift of man, may happen to me and 
to many; but the latter is an attainment 
much too high for my hopes, and M the 
diſpoſal of heaven alone. Farewel. 


LETTER XI. 


To Cornelius Tacitus. 


REJOICE that you are ſafely arrived 
in Rome; for though I am always de- 
ſirous to ſee you, Iam more particularly 
ſo now. I purpoſe to continue a few 
days longer at my houſe at 'Tuſculum, in 
order to finiſh a work which I have upon 
my hands, For I am afraid, ſhould I 
put a ſtop to this deſign now that it 1s ſo 
nearly completed, 1 ſhall find it ditficult 
to reſume it. In the mean while, that I 
may loſe no time, I ſend this letter before 
me to requeſt a favour of you, which I 
have ſhortly to aſk in perſon. But be- 
fore I inform you what my 7 is, I 
it. Being 
lately at Comum, the place of my nati- 
vity, a young lad, ſon to one of my 
neighbours, made me a viſit. I aſked 
him whether he ſtudied oratory, and 
where ? he told me he did, and at Me- 
diolanuma*#, And why not here? Be- 
cauſe (ſaid his father, who came with 
him) we have no maſters. *©* No! (ſaid 
), ſurely it nearly concerns you who , 
Ware fathers (and very opportunely ſe- 
* veral of the company were ſo) that 
your ſons ſhould receive their educg— 


tion here, rather than any where elfe A een, aw 
„For where can they be placed Irs be glad to draw their learning from 


© agreeably thaw in their own counts 
or inſtructed with more ſafety and 
© expence than at home and under 4 
eye of their parents? Upon what ve: 


* ealy terms might you, by a general 


contribution, procure proper maſterg, 
" railing a ſalary for them, the extra- 
dinary expence it coſts you for your 
* ſons journies, lodgings, and whatever 
elſe you pay for upon account of their 
being abroad; as pay, indeed, you muſt 
in ſuch a caſe for everything. Though 
have no children myſelf, yet 1 ſhall 
* willingly contribute to. a 3 ſo be- 
* neficial to (what I look upon as a 


Milan. 


IE N T. 


child, or a parent) my country ; and 
therefore I will advance a third part 
** of any ſum you ſhall think proper to 


e raiſe for this purpoſe. I would take 


upon myſelf the whole expence, were 
I not apprehenſive that my benefaction 
might hereafter be abuſed and per- 
verted to private ends; as I have ob- 
& ſerved to bo the caſe in ſeveral places 
*© where public foundations of this nature 
* have been eſtabliſhed. The fingle 
means to prevent this miſchief is, to 
leave the choice of the maſters entirely 
* in the breaſt of the parents, who will 
de ſo much the more careful to deter- 
mine properly, as they ſhall be ob- 
*« liged to ſhare the expence of main- 
** taining them. For though they may 
„be careleſs in diſpoſing of another's 
bounty, they will certainly be cautious 


„how they apply their own ; and will 


** ſee that none but thoſe who deſerye it 
** ſhall receive my money, when they 
muſt at the ſame time receive theirs 
too. Let my example then encourage 
«© you to unite heartily in this uſeful de- 
„ {fign; and be aſſured the greater the 
*« ſum myſhareſhallamount to, the more 
t agreeable it will be to me, You can 
* undertake nothing that will be more 
** advantageous to your children, nor 
more acceptable to your country, 
„They will by this means receive their 
education where they receive their 
* birth, and be accuſtomed from their 
*« infancy to inhabit and affect their na- 
* tive foil, May you be able to procure 
<< profeſſors of ſuch diſtinguiſhed abili- 
ties, that the neighbouring towns ſhall 


10 hence; and as you now ſend your 
children to foreigners for education, 


<< hither for their inſtruction.“ 
I thought proper thus to lay open to 
you the riſe of this affair,thatyou might 


"if you would only apply towards {lie zbe the more ſenſible how agreeable it 


will be to me, if you undertake the office 


-] requeſt. I intreat you therefore, with 


all the earneſtneſs a matter of ſo much 
importancedeſerves; to look out, amongſt 
the great numbers of men of letters 
which the reputation of your genius 
brings to you, proper perſons to whom 
we may apply for this purpoſe; but with- 
out entering into_any agreement with 
them on my part, For I would leave it 
entirely free to the parents to judge and 
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chooſe as they ſhall ſee proper: all the 
ſhare I pretend to claim is, that of con- 
tributing my care and my money. If 
therefore any one ſhall be found who 
thinks himſelf qualified for the under- 
taking, he may repair thither; but with- 
out-relying upon any thing but his merit. 
Farewel. 


LETT ER II. 
To Valerius Paulinus. 
| KRIoice with me, my friend, not 
only upon my account, but your own, 
and that of the public; for eloquence is 
{till held in honour. Being lately engaged 
to plead in a cauſe before the Centum- 
viri, the crowd was ſo great that I could 
not get to my place, but in paſſing by the 
tribunal where the judges far. Aud I 
have this pleaſing circumſtance to add 
farther, that a young nobleman, 2 
toſt his robe in the preſs, ſtood in his ve 


do hear me for ſeven hours together: for 


ſo long I was ſpeaking; and with a ſuc- 
ceſs equal to my great fatigue, Come 
on then, my friend, and let us earneſtly 

urſue our ſtudies, nor ſcreen our own 
indolence under pretence of that of the 
public, Never, we may reſt aſſured, will 
there be wanting hearers and readers, ſo 
long as we can ſupply them with orators 
and authors worthy of their attention, 
Farewel. 


LETTER AH. 
To Gallus. 


OU acquaint me that Cœcilius, the 
* conſul ele&, has commenced a ſuit 
againſt Correllia, and earneſtly beg me 


to undertake her cauſe in her abſence. 


As Il have reaſon to thank you for your 
. - information, ſo | have to complain of 

our intreatres: without the firſt, indeed, 
Libould have been ignorant of this affair, 
but the laſt was unnecellary,, as I want no 
ſolicitationsto comply, where it would be 
ungenerous in me to refuſe; for can I 
heſitate a moment to take upon myſelf 
the protection of a daughter of Corre}- 


lius ? It is true, indeed, though there is 


no particular intimacy between her ad- 
verſary and me, we are, however, upon 
good terms. It is true likewiſe, that he 
i a perſon of great rank, and who has a 
e aĩm to particular regard from me, as he 
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is entering upon an office which I haye 
had the honour to fill; and it is natural 
for a man to be defirous thoſe dignities 
ſhould be treated with the higheſt reſped, 
which he himſelf once poſſeſſed. Vet 
theſe conſiderations. haye little weight, 
when I reflect that it is the daughter of 
Correllius whom I am tv defend. The 
memory of that excellent perfon, than 
whom this age has not produced a man 
of greater dignity, rectitude, and good 
ſenſe, is indelibly impreſſed upon my 
mind. I admired him before I was ac. 


quainted with him; and, contrary to 


what is uſually the caſe, my eſteem in- 
creaſed in proportion as [| knew him bet. 
ter: and indeed I knew him thoroughly, 
for he treated me without reſerve, and 
admitted me to ſhare in his joys and his 
forrows, in his gayand his ſerious hours, 
When I was but a youth, he eſteemed, 
and (I will even venture to ſay) reyered 
me as if | had been his equal. When! 
ſolicitedany poſt of honour, he ſupported 
me with his intereſt, and recommended 
me by his teſtimony; when I entered 
upon it, he was my introducer and my 
attendant ; when J exercifed it, he was 


my guide and my counſellor. In a word, 


wherever my intereſt was concerned, he 
exerted himſelf with as much alacrity as 
if he had been in all his health and vi- 
gour, In private, in public, and 2 
court, how often. has he advanced and 
ſupported my reputation! It happened 
once, that the converſation before the 
emperor Nerva turned upon the hopefu! 
young men of that time, and ſeveral ot 
the company were pleaſed to mention me 
with applauſe: he ſat for a little while 
ſilent, which gave what he ſaid the 
grearer weight; and then with that air 
of dignity, to which you are no ſtrange, 
| mutt be reſerved, ſaid he, in my praiſes 
of Pliny, becauſe he does nothing withou! 
my advice. By which ſingle ſentence he 
gave mea grerter character than I would 
preſume even to wiſh for, as ke repre 
ſented my conduct to be always ſuch # 
wiſdom muſt approve, ſince it was whol!y: 
under the direction of one of the wiſeſt of 
men. Even in his laſt moments he ſal 

to his daughter (as ſhe often mentions). 
have in the courſe of a long life raiſed 
up many friends to you; but there ® 
none that you may more afſuredly depend 
upon, than Pliny and Cornutus, A cit. 
cumitance I cannot reflect upon, pou 
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being deeply ſenſible how much it is in- 
eumbent upon me, to endeavour to act 
up to the opinion ſo excellent a judge of 
mankind conceived of me. I ſhall there- 
fore molt readily give my aſſiſtanęe to 
Correllia in this affair; and willingly 


hazard any diſpleaſure I may incur by 


appearing in her caufe. Though I ſhould- 
imagine, if in the courſe of my pleadings, 
I ſhould find an opportunity to explain 
and enforce, more at large than I can do 
in a letter, the reaſons | have here men- 
tioned, upon which | reſt at once my apo- 
logy and my glory ; her adverfary (whoſe 
ſuit may perhays, as you ſay, be entirely. 
unprecedented, as it is againſt a woman): 
will not only excuſe, but approve my con- 
duct. Farewel. | | 


LETTER XLUE 
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between us will increaſe with our days, 

and be as. laſting as dur lives. For it is 
not my youth or my perſon, which time 
gradually impairs; it is my reputation 
and my glory of which ſhe is enamoured, 
But what leſs could be expected from one 
who was trained by your hands, and 
formed by your inflructions ; who was 
early familiariſed under your roof with all 
that is worthy and amiable, and was firſt 
taught to conceive an affection for me, 
by the advantageous colours in which you 
were pleaſed to repreſent me.' And as. 

you revered my mother with all the re- 


ſpect due even to a parent, ſo you kindly 
directed and encouraged my infancy pre- 


ſaging of me from that early period all 
that my wife now fondly imagines [I really 
am. Accept therefore of our mutual 
thanks, that you have thus, as it were 
deſignedly, — us for each other, 


- Farewel. 


To Hiſpulla. 


AS you are an exemplary inflance of 
tender regard to your family in ge- 


ne ral, and to your late excellent brother 
in particular, whoſe aſtection you returned + 


with an equal warmth of reſentiment; 
and have not only ſhewn the kindneſs of 
an aunt, but ſupplied the loſs of a tender 
parent to his daughter“; you will hear, 
| am well perſuaded, with infinite plea- 
ſure, that ſhe behaves worthy of her fa- 
ther, her grand-father, and yourſelf. 
She poſſeſſes an excellent underſtanding, 
together with a conſummate prudence, 
and gives the ſtrongeſt teſtimony of the 
purity of her heart by her fondneſs of 


turn to books; and my compoſitions, 
which ſhe takes a pleaſure in reading, 
and even getting by heart, are conti- 
nually in her hands. How full of tender 
lol:citude is ſne when l am entering upon 
any cauſe? How kindly does ſhe rejoige 
with me when it is over? While I am 


peading, ſhe places. perſons to inform 


ner from time to time how I am heard, 


what applauſes I receive, and what ſuc- 


ceſs attends the cauſe. When at any 
me I recite my works, ſhe conceals her- 
{elf behind ſome curtain, and with ſecret 
"apture enjoys my praifes. She ſings my 
verſes to her lyre, with no other maſter 
dutloye, the beſt inſtructor, for her guide. 

rom theſe happy circumſtances I draw 


wy moſt aſſured hopes, that the harmony 


9 Calphurnia, Pliay's wife, 


* 


LETT E KR ZEIV. 


| To Maximus. 

3 . 7 - 

J Have already acquainted you with my 
opinionof each particular part of your 


work, as I peruſed it; I muſt now tell 


you my general thoughts of the whole, 
I is a ſtrong and beautiful performance; 
the ſentiments are ſublime and maſculine; 
and conceivedin all the variety of a preg- 


nant imagi ation; the diction is chaſte 
and elegant; the bgurgs are happily 
, choſen, and a copious an 

of eloquence runs through the whole, and 
me. Her affection to me has given her 


diffuſive vein 


raiſes a very high idea of the author. 
You ſeem borne away ty the full tide of 
a ſtrong imagination and de-p forrow, 


« which mutually affiſt and heiy hten each 


other; for your genius gives ſublimity 
and.majeſty to your paſſion; and your 
paſſion adds ſtrength and poignancy to 
your genius. Farewel. 


LETTER XIV. 
To Velins Cerealis. 


OW ſevere a fate has attended the 

daughters of Helvidins ! theſe tao 
ſiſters are both dead in child-bed, after 
having eagh of them been delivered of a 
girl. This misfortune pierces me with 


the deepeſt forrow ; as indeed, to fee two 
| ſuch amiable young ladies fall a ſacrifice 
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to their fruitfulneſs in the prime and totally aboliſhed; and it was now alledged 
flower of their years, is a misfortune againſt him, that he had no authority tor 

| Which I cannot too greatly lament. I la- ſo doing. He ſpoke in his own cauſe with 
ment for the unhappy condition of the a ſucceſs equal to his great eloquence ; 
poor infants, who: are thus become or- and what particularly recommended his 
hans from their birth; I lament for the ſpeech was, that he delivered it with a 
ake of the diſconſolate huſbands of theſe certain ſeaſonable boldneſs becoming a 
ladies; and I lament too for my own, true Roman and a good citizen, who 
The affection I bear to the memory of ſtood up in his on defence. When the 
their late father is inviolable, as my ſentiments of the afſeſlors were taken, 
 — defence of him in the ſenate, and all my Junius Mauricus (whò in reſolution and 
writings, will witneſs for me. Of three integrity has no ſuperior) declared it was 
children which ſurvived him, there now his opinion, that the liberty of ſolemniz- 
remains but one; and his family, that had ing theſe games ſhould not be reſtored to 
lately ſo many noble ſupports, reſts only the people of Vienna; and would to God, 
upona ſingle perſon! It will, however, be added he, they could be aboliſhed at 
a great mitigation of my affliction, if for- Rome too! This, you will ſay, was an 
tune ſhall kindly ſpare that one, and ren- inſtance of great firmneſs} : but it is no- 
der him worthy his father and grand- Thing uncommon in Mauricus. He gaye 
father*: and I am ſo much the more as ſtrong aproofof his honeſt freedom be- 
anxious for his welfare and good conduct, fore the late emperor Nerva. Being at 
as he is the only branch of the family ſupper one evening with that princeand 
remaining. You know the ſoftneſs and a few ſelect friends, Vejento##* was 
ſolicitude of my heart where I have any placed next tothe emperor: after I haye 
tender attachments; you muſt not won- named the man, I need ſay no more to 
der then that I have many fears where raiſe your indignation. The diſcourſe 


ol 


I have great hopes, Farewel. happened to turn upon Catullus Meffali- 
. nus, who had a ſoul as dark as his body; 
; FE, © FER for he was not only curſed with want of 

he mo 88 ſight, but want of humanity. As he was 

To Ages. « uninfluenced either by fear, - ſhame, or 


LATELY attended our excellent em- vompaſſion, he proved a very proper in. 
peror+asone of his aſſeſſors, ina cauſe ſtrument inthe hand of Domitian to exe- 
wherein he himſelf preſided. A certain Cie his black purpoſesagainit every man 
perſon left by his will, a fund for the of worth. The company gave their fen- 
eſtabliſhment of the gymnaſtic I games at timents ofthe ſangumary may <p" 
Vienna$. Theſe my worthy friend Tre- mam practices of this creature. — 
bonius Rufſhus, when he exerciſed the ,, _— RE e- To 
office of Duumyvir||, had ordered to be | r due. 
* The famous Helvidius Priſcus, who ſigna- But nne ſrom this long digreſuon, 
liſed himſelf in the ſenate by the e of Into which, however, L did not fall un- 
his ſpeeches in favour of liberty, during the deſlignedly,—It was determined theſe 
reigns of Galba, Ocho, Vitellius, and Veſpa- games ſhould be ſupprefſed, which had 
ſian; in whoſe time he was put to death by the greatly infected the manners of the people 
order of the ſenate, though contrary to the in- of Vienna; as they have univerſally had 
clination of tke ernperor, who countermanded the ſame effect among us. But the vices 
| the execution : but it was too late, the execu- of the Viennenſes are confined within 
. tioner having performed his office before the their own walls; ours have a moreexten- 


meſſenger arrived. Tacitus repreſents him as ve; et it is in li- 
ee, e Social life eee e inthe pre 
with one conſiſtent tenor of uniform virtue; ber, being only two, were magiſtrates in the 
ſuperior to all temptations of wealth, of in- corporate cities, who exerciſed in their relpec- 
flexible integrity, and unbrokea courage. tive corporations, the ſame functions 28 the 
Hitt. 1. 4.5. % Conſuls at Rome; they were cholen out et 
+ Trajan. | | the body of Decurjones, who were a kind 
1 So called, becauſe the pexſons who per- ſenators. Sigonius de Jure Ital. J. 3. 4. 

ko forme in theſe games were naked. They con- q Trajan was fond of thele kind of enter 
'2 ſiſted principally of running, wreſtling, and ta aments, and had himielf exhibited ſome ver 
box ng. - ſpiendid ones, upon his triumphovertheDacin. 
Vienne in Dauphiné, a province in France. ** An infamous ſycophant frequent'y es. 
The Duumviri, ſo called from their num- tivned by Ju; enal, | | 
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tic, as in the natural, thoſe diſorders are 
moſt dangerous that flow from the head. 
Farewell. a . 


LETTER XLVII,. 


To Pomponius Baſſus. E W 


* 
] HA D the pleaſure to hear from, 

common friends, that you ſupport 
dignity of eaſe in your agreeable retire - 
ment, as becomes a man of your diſti 
guiſhed wiſdom that you mix exerciſe . 
with contemplation, and learned contfer-, 
ences with much reading; in a word, 
that you are daily increaſing that glorious 
fund of knowledge you already poſſeſs. 
This is to grow old in a way worthy of 
one who has diſcharged the higheſt of- 
fices both civil and military, and who 
gave himſelf wholly up to the ſervice of 
the commonwealth, whilſt it became him 
todo ſu, Our youth and manhood we 
owe toour country, butour deeliningage 
is due toourſelves; as the laws them- 
ſelves ſeem to ſuggeſt, which reſign us up 
to retirement, when we are arrived be- 
yond our ſixtieth year *. How do I long 


tor the time when I ſhall enjoy that happy 


privilege! when my years will juitify 
my following the example of your ho- 
nourable retreat! when my retirement 


ſhall not be deemed indolence, but re- | 


poſe ! Farewel. 


LETTER XLVII. 
* To Falens. 


B EING engaged lately in a cauſe be- 

forethe Centumviri, it occurred to me 
that when I was a youth I was alſo con- 
cerned in one which paſſed through the 
fame courts, I could not forbear, as 
uſual, to purſue the reflection my mind 
had ſtarted, and to conſider if there were 
any of thoſe advocates then preſent, who 
were joined with me in the e cauſe; 
but I found I was the only perſon re- 
mainiug who had been counſel! in both: 
ſuch changes does the inſtability of hu- 
man nature, or the viciſſitudes ot fortune, 


produce! Death had removed ſome; ba- 


me it was el 
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drawn to enjoy the happineſs of retite- 


ment; one was at the head of an army; 
and the indulgence of the own had ex- 


empted another from the burthen of ci- 


Ny vil employments. What turns of fortune 


Have 1 experienced even in my own per- 
fon! It' was eloquence that firſt raiſed 
uence that occaſioned my 
difgrace; and it was eloquence that ad- 


vanced me again. The friendſhips of the 
5 wiſe and good at my firſt appearance in 


the woftd, were highly ſerviteable to 
me; the ſame friendſhips proved after- 
wardextremely prejudicialtomy intereſt, 
andnow againthey are my ornament and 
ſupport. If you compute the time in 
which theſe incidents have happened, it 
is but a few years; if you number the 
events, it ſeems an age. A leſſon that 
will teach us to check both our deſpaic 
and preſumption, when we obſerve ſuch 
a variety of revolutions roll round in ſo 
ſwift and narrowa circle. It is my cuſtom 
to communicate to my friend all my 
thoughts, and to ſet before him the ſame 
rules and examples by which I regulate 
my own conduct: and ſuch was my de- 
{ign in this letter. Farewell. 


GT T ER LEAK 
To Maximus. 


MENTIONED to-you in a former let- 
ter, that l apprehended the method of 


voting by ballots would be attended with . 
inconveniencies; and fo it has proved. 


At the laſt election of magiſtrates, upon 
ſome of the tablets were written ſeveral 
pieces of pleaſantry, and even indecen- 
cies; in one particularly, inſtead of the 
name of the candidate, were inſerted the 
names of thoſe who eſpouſed his intereſt, 
The ſenate was extremely exaſperated at 
this inſolence; and with one voice threa 

ened the vengeance of the emperor upon 
the author. But he lay concealed, and 
poſſibly might be in the number of thoſe 
who expretied the greateſt indignation. 
What mult one think of ſuch a man's 
private conduct, who in public, upon 10 
important an attair, and at ſo folemn a 
time, could iudulge himſelf in ſuch ſcur- 


niſtment others; age and infirmities had rilous liberties, and dare to act the droll 


lllenced thoſe, while theſe were with- © 


 it?is the argument that prompts little and 


* Aſenator was not obliged to attend the bus 


ſinels of the houſe, a ter that age. Seneca 
Be. Vu. c. 109 5 ü © 


4 


in the face of the ſenate? Who will know 


aſe minds to commit theſe indecencies, 
Secure from being diſcovered by others, 
| and 


42 ELEGANT EPISTLES. Book l. 


andunawed by any ſelf-reſpe&, they take 
their pen and tablets; and hence ariſe 
theſe baffooneries which are fit only for 


the ſtage, What, courſe ſhall we take, 


what remedy apply againſt this abuſe ? 
Our diſorders indeed in general have 


every where eluded all attempts to reſtrain 


them. But this is a point much too high 
for us, and will be the care of that ſu- 
perior power, who by theſe low but 
daring inſults has daily freſh occaſions 
of exerting all his pains and vigilance. 
Farewel. | | 


LETTER L. 
To Nepos . 


2 
"HE requeſt you make me, to ſuper- 
viſe the correction of my works, 
which you have takenthe pains to collect; 
1 ſhall moſt willingly comply with; as in- 
deed there is nothing I ought to do with 
more readineſs, eſpecially at your in- 
ſtance. . When a man of ſuch dignity, 
learning, and eloquence, deeply en- 


gagedin buſineſs, and entering upon the 


important government ofa province, has 


ſo good an opinion of my works as to 


think them worth taking with him, how 
am I obliged to endeavour that this part 
of his baggage may not ſeem an uſeleſs 


. embarraiſment ! My firſt cate therefore 


ſhall be, that they may attend you with 
all the ad vantages poſſible; and my next, 
to ſupply you at your return with others, 
which you may not think undeſerving to 
be added to them; for I can have no 
ſironger encouragement to enter upon 
ſome new work, than being aſſured. of 


finding a reader of your taſte and diſcern- 
ment, Farewel, | 


LETTER Lf. 
To Licinius, 


I Have brought you as a prefent out of 
the country, a query which well de- 
ſerves the conſideration of your extenſive 
erudition. There is a ſpring which riſes 
inaneighbouring mountain, andrunning 
among the rocks is received into a little 


© banqueting-room, from whence, after 


being detained a ſhort time, | it falls into 


the Larian lake. The nature of this 


ſprivg is extremely ſurpriſing ; it ebbs 
and flows regularly three times a day. 


N. 


This increaſe and decreaſe is plainly vi- 
ſible, and very entertaining to obſerye, 
You fit down by the ſide of the fountain, 
and whilſt you are taking a repaſt and 
drinking its water, which is extreme] 
cool, you ſee it gradually rife and fall. If 
_ place a ring, or any thing elſe at the 
ttom when it 1s dry, the ſtream reaches 
it by degrees till it is entirely covered, 
and then again gently retires from it; 
and this you may ſee it do for three times 
ſucceſſively. Shall we ſay, that ſome 
ſecret current of air ſtops and opens the 
fountain-head, as it adyances to or r& 
cedes from it ; as we ſee in bottles, and 
other veſſels of that nature, where there 
is not a free and open paſſage, though 
you turn their necks downwards, yet the 
outward air obſtructing the vent, they 


diſcharge their contents as it were by 


ſtarts? Or may it not be accounted for 
upon the ſame principle as the flux and 
reflux of the ſea ?or, as thoſe rivers which 
diſcharge themſelves into the ſea, meet- 
ing with contrary winds and the ſwell of 


the ocean are forced back in their chan- 
nels ; ſo may there not be ſomething that 


checks this fountain, for a time, in its 


_ progreſs ? or is there rather a certain re- 


ſervoir that contains theſe waters in the 
bowels of the earth, which while it is re- 
cruiting its diſcharges, the ſtream flows 
more ſlowly and in leſs quantity, but 
when it has collected its due meaſure, it 
runs again in its uſual ſtrength and ful- 
neſs ? or laſtly, is there not I know not 
what kind of ſubterraneous poize, that 
throws up the waterwhen the fountain 1s 
dry, and repels it when it is full? You, 
who are ſo well qualified for the enquiry, 
will examine.the reaſonsof this wonder- 
ful appearance *; it will be ſufficient for 


me if I have given you a clear deſcrip- 
tion of it, Farewel. | 


LETTER Lil. 
| To Flaccus. 


THE thruſhes + I received from you 


were ſo excellent, that my Laurenti- 


® There are ſeveral of theſe periodical 
fountains in different parts of the world; 2 


we have fome in England. Lay,well' near 


Torbay is mentioned in the Philoſophical 
TraniaQtions [No. 1047 p. gog.] to ebb and 
flow ſeveral times every hour, | 
+ Theſe birds, of which there are ſeven 
ſorts, were in high reputation among the 
Romans, and generally had a place upon all. 
elegant tables. | 
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Sets II. | 


num is not capable of ſupplying me with 
any thing, in this tempeſtuous ſeaſon, 
either of the land-or ſea kind, to make 
you a ſuitable return. I have only there- 


ledgments of a barren letter: an ex- 


change more unequal, I confeſs, than 


that famous one of he ſubtle Diomed *. 
But your good-nature will ſo much the 
more readily me an excuſe, as [ 
own myſelf not to deſerve one, Fare- 
wel. | 


LETTER IIII. 
To Maximias. 


JAM deeply afflited with the news I 
have received of the death of Fannius, 
not only as I have loſt in him a friend 
whoſe eloquence and politeneſs I ad- 
mired, but a guide whoſe judgment I 
purſued; and indeed he poſſeſſed a moſt 
penetrating genius, improvedand quick- 


5 by great experience. There are 


ſohhe circumſtances attending his death, 


which ' aggravate my concern: he left 
behind him a will which had been made 
a conſiderable time, by which it happens 
his eſtate is fallen into the hands of thoſe 


who had incurred his diſpleaſure, While 


hisgreateſt favourites have no ſhare of it. 
But what I particularly regret is, that he 
bas left unfiniſhed a very noble work in 
whick he was engaged. Notwithſtand- 
ing his full employment at the bar, he had 
undertaken a hiſtory of thoſe perſons who 
had been put to death or baniſhed by Ne- 


to; of which, he had perfected three 


books. They are written with great de- 


*Ailuding to the ſtory ig Hom. lliad, where 
Giaucus and Diomed having an interview be- 
tween the two armies, they come to the 
.nowledge of the friendſhip and hoſpitality 


AN C IE N I. 


- 
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licacy and exactneſs; the ſtyle is pure, 
and preſerves a proper medium between 
the plain narrative and the hiſtorical: 
and as they were very favourably re- 
fore to ſend you the ineffectual acknow-- ceived by the public, he was the more 
deſirous of being able to complete the 
reſt, The hand of death is eyer, in my 
eſtimation, too ſevere and too ſudden 
when it falls upon ſuch as are employed 
in ſome immortal work. The ſons of 
ſenſuality, who have no - views beyond 
the preſent hour, terminate with each 
day the whole purpoſe of their lives; but 
thoſe who look forward to poſterity, and 
_ endeayour to extend their memories to 
Future generations by uſeful labours;—to 
ſuch, death is always immature, as it {till 
ſnatchesthem from amidſt ſomeunfiniſned 
deſign. Fannius, long before his death, 


had a ſtrong preſentiment of what has 
happened: he dreamed one night, that 


as he was in his ſtudy with his papers be- 
fore him, Nero came in, and placin 


himſelf by his fide, took up the three firſ 
books of this hiftory, which he read 
through, and then went away. 
dream greatly alarmed him, and he 
looked upon it as an intimation, that he 
ſhould not carry on his hiſtory any far- 
ther than Nero had read? and fo the 
event proved, I cannot refle& upan this 
accident without lamenting that heſhould 
not be able to accompliſh a work, which 


had coſt him ſo much painsand vigilance, 
as it ſuggeſts tome at the ſame time the 


thought of my own mortality, and the 
fate of my writings: and | am perſuaded 
the fame reflection alarms your appre- 
henſions for thoſe in which you are em- 
ployed. Let us then, my friend, while 
vet we live, exert all our endeavours, 
that death, whenever it afrives, may 
find as little as poflible to deſtroy, Fare- 


wel. : 


which had formerly ſubſiſted between their \_ 


!amilies; and Diomed propoſes an exchange of 
their arms, as a token of reciprocal friendſhip : 
Lex 3 anno np tv · cppa % 018g 
en, di, &c.— Lib, 6. v. 230. 
Now change we arms, and prove to either hoſt, 
We guard the friendſhip of the line we boaſi. 
Thus having ſaid 
Their hands they join, their mutual faith they 
plight 3; * | 
Brave Glaucustheneach narrow thought reſign'd 
{love warn'd his boſom and ealarg'd his mind); 
For Diomed's bias arms of mean device, 
For which nine oxen paid (a vulgar price), 
le pave his own, of gold divinely wrought; 
An huadred.beeves the ſuiuing purchaſe bought. 
— Por- 


— 


LETTER LV. 
To Apbllinaris. «— 


* | 
| THE kind concern you expreſſed when 


you heard of my deſign to pals the 
ſummer at my villa in Tuſcany Þ, and 
your obliging endeavours to difſuade me 
from going to a place which, you think 


unhealthy, 13extremelyagreeableto me. 


+ This was Pliay's principal ſeat, lying 
about one hundred and fifty miles from Rome, 
where he uſually reſided in the turamer ſeaſon. 


I cou- 


- 


This 
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I confeſs, indeed, the air of that part 


of Tuſcany which lies towards the coaſt, 
is thick and unwholeſome ; but my houſe 
is ſituatedata great diſtance from the ſea, 
under one of the Apennine mountains, 
which, of allothers, is moſt honed 

the clearneſsof its air, But that you may 
lay aſide all apprehenſions upon my ac- 
count, I will give you a deſcription of the 
temperature of the elimate, the ſituation 
of the country, andthe beauty of my vil- 
la, which I am perſuaded you will hear 
with as much pleaſure as I ſhall relate. 
The winters are ſevere and cold, ſo that 
myrtles, olives, and trees of that kind 
which delight in conſtant warmth, will 
not flouriſh here; but it produces bay- 
trees in great perfection; yet ſometimes, 
though indeed not oftener than in the 
neighbourhood of Rome, they are killed 


by the ſharpneſs of the ſeaſons, The 


ſummers are exceedingly temperate, and 
continually attended with refreſhing 
breezes, which are ſeldom interrupted by 
high winds. If you were to come here 
andſeethenumbers of old men who have 
lived to be grand-fathers and great- 
grand-fathers, and hear the ſtories they 
can entertain you with of their anceſtors, 
you would fancy yourſelf born in ſome 
former age, The diſpoſition of the coun- 
try is the molt beautiful that can be ima- 
gined: figure to yourſelf an immenſe 
amphitheatre; but ſuch as the hand of 
nature could only form. Before you lies 
a valt extended plain bounded by a range 
of mountains, whoſe ſunamitsare crowned 
with lofty and venerable woods, which 


ſupply variety of game: from hence, as y 


the mountains decline, they are adorued 
with underwoods. Intermixed with theſe 
are little hills gf ſo ſtrong and fat a ſoil, 
that it would be difficult to find a ſingle 
ſtone upon them; their fertility is no- 
thing inferior to the lo welt grounds; and 


though their harveſt, indeed, is ſome- 


thing later their crops are as well ma- 
tured. At the foot of theſe hills the eye 
is preſented, wherever it turus, with one 
unbroken view of numberleſs vineyards, 
which are terminated by a border, as it 
were, of ſhrubs. From thence you have 
a proſpect of the adjoining fields and 


la the original it is laurus, which the inge- 
nious Mr. Martyn, profeſſor of botany in Cam- 


' bridge, has given very ſtrong reaſons for be- 


hieving is not the ſame tree with our laurel, 


but ine ans the bay-tree. : 
1 bo 


7 


for 


ELEGANT EPISTLES. Boskl. 
| meadows below, The ſoil of the forme: 


is ſo extremely ſtiff, and u 
ploughing it riſes in ſuch vaſt clods, that 
it is neceſſary to go over it nine ſeveral 
times with the largeſt oxen aud the 
ſtrongeſt ploughs, before they can be 
thoroughly broken whilſt the enamelled 
meadows produce trefoil, and other kinds 
of herbage as fine and tender as if it were 
but juſt ſprung up, being continually re- 
freſhed by never-failing rills. But though 
the country abounds with great plenty of 


n the firſt 


water, there are no marſhes; for as it is 


a riſing ground, whatever water it re- 
ceives without abſorbing, runs off into 
the Tiber. This river, which winds 
through the middle of the meadows, is 
navigable only in the winter and ſpring, 
when it tranſports. the produce of the 
lands to Rome; but its channel is ſo ex- 
tremely low in ſummer, that it ſcarce de- 
ſerves the name of a river ; towards the 
autumn however, it begins again to re- 
new its claim to that title. You could 
not be more agreeably entertained, than 
by taking a view ofthe face of this coun- 
try from the topof one of our neighbour. 
ing mounatins: you would imagine that 
not a real, but ſome painted landſcape 
lay before you, drawn with the moſt ex- 
quiſite beauty and exactneſs; ſuch an 
harmonious and regular variety charms 
the eye which way ſoever it throws it- 
ſelf. My villa is ſoadyantageouſly ſitu- 
ated, that it commands a full view ofall 
the country round; yet you go up to it 
by ſo inſenſible ariſe, that you find your- 
ſelfupon an elevation without perceiving 
ou aſcended. Behind, but at a great 
diſtance, ſtand the Apennine mountains, 
In the calmeſt days we are refreſhed by 
the winds that blow from thence, but fo 


ſpent, as it were, by the long tract of 


land they travel over, that they are en- 

tirely diveſted of all their ſtrength and 

violence before they reach us. The ex- 

ſition of the principal front of the houſe 

13 full ſouth, and ſeems to invite the at- 

gernoon ſun in ſummer (but ſomething 
earlier in winter) intoa ſpacious and well- 
proportioned portico, conſiſting of ſeveral 
members, particularly a porch built after 
the manner of the ancients. In the front 
of the portico is a ſort of terrace, em- 
beliſhed with various figures, and bound- 
ed with a box-hedge, from whence you 
deſcend by an eaſy flope, adorned with 


the repreſentation of diyers axis 
| | - 


— 
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box anſwering alternately to each Loa 
oft, | 


into a lawn overſpread with the | 
had almolt faidthe liquidacanthus®; this 
is ſurrounded. by a walk + incloſed with 
tonfile ever -greens, ſhaped fito ayaciety 
of forms, Beyond it is the Gelſtatio | a 
out in the form of a cize us I, ornamente 
in the middle with box cut into number- 
leſs different figures, together with a 
lantation of ſhrubs prevenzed by the 


eers from running up too, high: the 


whole is fenced in with a wall covered by 
box, riling by different ranges to the top, 
On the outſide of the wall lies a meadow 


that owes as many beautiesto nature, as 


all I have beendeſcribing within does to 
art; at the end of which are ſeveral 
other meadows and fields interſperſed 
with thickets, , At, the extremity of the 
portico ſtands a grand dining-room,which 
opens upon one end of the terrace; as 
from the windows there is a very exten- 
live proſpe& over the meadows up into 


| the country, from whence you alſo have 


a view of the terrace and ſuch parts of 


the houſe which project forward, together 


with the woods incloling the adjacent 
hippodrome$. Oppoſite almoſt to the 
centre of the portico ſtands an apartment 
ſometh.ng back wards, which encompailes 
a ſmall area, ſhaded by four plane: trees, 
in the midſt of which a fountain riſes, from 
whence the water running over the edges 
of a marble haſon gently refrethes the 
ſurrounding plane-trees and the verdure 
underneath them. This apartment con- 


* Sir William Temple. ſuppoſes the Acan- 
thus of the ancients to be what we call Peri- 
canthe. Modẽin boteniſts term t gaiden bear's- 


| foot; but Mr, Cattel in his obſervations upon 


this paſſage, with more probability, imagines 
by its charaQter here that it reſembles moſs, 
t This walk is called in the original Am- 
bulatio, a» what | have ventured to trauſlate 
Terrace, is by Pliny termed Xyſtus The Am- 
bulatio ſeems to be what we preper'y call a 
walk ; the Geſtatio was a place appropriated 
to taking of exerciſe in their vehicles, and the 
Xyſtus in its original ſignification,accoryjing to 
the definition given by Vitruvius, was a large 
prtico whereinthe athletic exerciſcs were per- 
formed: though itis plajaly uſed in t is place for 
% open walk, ernamented much in the manner 
#fourold-;aſhioned parterres. but its being aiſ- 
ed above the other walks which lay in the 
fiont, ſeems to juſſ ify ite being ea led a Texia e. 
The Circus was a place ſet apart for the 
celcbrationof teveral public games, particular iy 
the chariot-race. Its form was gene ally oblupg, 
having a wall quite round with ranges of leats 
for the convenience of ſpectat« re 
A part of the garden o e ed. 
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ſidès are ineruſted half way with carved 
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liſts of a bed - chamber free from eve 
kind of noiſe, and which the light itſelf 
cannot penetrate; together with a com- 
mon dining-raom that I uſe whenever 1 
have none but familiar friends with me. 
A ſecond portico looks upon this littie 
area, and has the ſame proſpect with the 
former I juſt now deſcribed. There is 
beſides another room, which being ſitu- 
ated cloſe to the neareſt plane-tree, ev- 
e and verdure: its 


marble, and from theuce to the ceiliug a 
foliage is painted with birds intermixed 
among the branches, which has an effect 
aitogether as agreeable as that of the 
carving; at the baſis of which is placed 
a little fountain, that playing through 
ſeveral ſmall pipes into a vaſe, produces 
4. molt pleaſing murmur, From a cor- 


ner of the portico you enter into a very 


3 chamber oppolite to the grand 
lining-room, which from ſome of its 
windows has a view of the terrace, and 
from others of the meadow, as thoſe in 
the front look upon a caſcade, which en- 
tertains at once both the eye and the ear; 
for the water falling from a great height, 
foams round the marble baſon which re- 
ceives it below. This room is extremely 
warm in winter, being much expoſed to 
the ſun, as in a cloudy day the heat of an 
adjoining ſtove very well ſupplies his ab- 
ſence, From hence you paſs through a 
ſpacious and pleaſant undrefſing-room 
into the cold-bath-room, in which is a 


large gloomy bath: but if you are diſ- 


polzd to ſwim more at large, or in warmer 
water, in the middle of the area is a wide 
baſon tor that purpoſe, and near it a re- 
fervoir from whence you may be ſupplied 
with cold water to brace yourſelf again, 
if you ſhould perceive you are too much 
relaxed by the warm. Contigvous to the 
cold- bath is one of a middling degree of, 
heat, which enjoys the kindly warmth of 
the ſun, but not fo intenſely as that of 
the hot-bath, which projects farther. 
This laſt conſiſts of three ſeveral diviſions, 
each of ditterent degrees of heat; the 
two former lie open to the full ſun, the 
latter, though not fo much expoſed to u 
heat, receives an equal ſhare of its ligh!. 
Over the undiefſing-room is built the 
tennis-court, which by means of dieren t 
circles || admits of dittecent kinds of 
Kalles. 


| 46 Theſe circl ex Were probal-lyno ot her than 
«© particular marks made vn the floor, the ju. cr in” 
: 4s of 
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ames. Not far from the baths, is the 
ſtair cafe which leads to the incloſed 
' Portico, aftec having firſt paſſed through 
three apartments: one of theſe looks 
upon the little area with” the four plane- 
trees round it, the other has a ſight of 
the meadows, and from the third you 
have a view of ſeveral vineyards; ſo that 
they have as many ditierent proſpects as 
expoſitions. At one end of the incloſed 
portico, and indeed taken off from it, is 
a chamber that looks upon the hippo- 
drome, the vineyards, andthe mountains; 
adjoining is a room which has a full ex- 
poſure to the ſun, eſpecially in winter: 
rom hence runs au apartment that con- 
nects the hippodrom e with the houſe: 
and ſuch is the form and aſpect of the 
front. On the ſid is a ſummer incloſed 
portico which ſtands high, and has not 
only à prof of the vineyards, but 
ſcems almoſt to touch them. From the 
middleofthis portico you enter adining- 
room cooled by the wholeſome breezes 
which come from the Apennine valleys: 
from the windows in the back front, 
which are extremely large, there is a 
ptoſpe&t of the vinayards, as you have 
«iſo another view of them from the fold- 
ing- doors through the ſummer portico : 
along that fideof this dining- rom where 
there are no windows, runs a private 
ſtair-caſe for the greater conveniency of 
ferving at entertainments : at the farther 


end is a chamber from whence the eye is 


entertained with a view of the vine- 
yards and (what is equally agreeable) 
of the portico. Underneath this room is 
an incloſed portico ſomething reſembling 
a grotto, which enjoying in the midſt of 
ſummer heats, its own natural coolneſs, 
neither admits nor wantsthe refreſhment 
of external breezes, After you have 
paſled both theſe porticos, at the end of 
the dining- room ſtands a third, which as 
the day is more or leſs advanced, ſerves 
either for winter or ſummer uſe, It leads 
to two different apartments, one con- 
taining four chambers, the other three, 
which enjoy by turns both ſun and ſhade. 


ent their play de pending on the ball's ghiing in 
*\ach a dur ter ithaubeentt uck, whichitwas 
* the adver {arics buſincis to prevent; and the 
„nn lorteo e ercitesthistoom was made for, 
night be di veiſiged by lines or circles on the 
_ ** v, alis or floor z like the gameo tennis, which 
* though it takes up one entire room, may 
N 25 for ſeveral games of the like nature. 
Mei's Remarks oa Tuſcum, p 110. 
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trees, and be 
blend their ſhade withthat of the planes, 


In th front of thefe agreeable buildings 
lies a,very Ipacious  higpodrope®, eu. 


tirely open in the mitidle, by which 
means . Lye, U TOE AHN eee 
takes in its, who! Extent At, one View. 
It is encompe ed on every fide with 
plane-trees"coyered With ivy +, fo that 
while their heads flouriſh, with their own 
green ; theip bodies enjoy a borrowed ver. 
ure; and thus the ivy twiuing round the 
trunk and hranches, ſpreads from tree to 
tree, and connects them together. Be- 
tween each planerres are planted box- 
ind theſe, bay-trees, which 


Thisplantation, forming a ſtreight bound. 


ary on both fides of the hippodrome, 


bends atthe fartherendinto a ſe micircle, 


which being ſet round and ſheltered with 


cypreſs-trees, varies the proſpect, and 
caſts a deeper and more gloomy ſhade; 
while the inward circular walks (for there 
are ſeveral) enjoying an open expoſure, 
are perfumed with roſes, and corre& by 
a very pleaſing contraſt the coolneſs of 
the ſhade with the warmth of the ſus, 
Having paſſed through theſe ſeveral 
winding alleys, you enter a ftreight 
walk J, which breaks out into a variety 
of others, divided off by box-hedges. 
In one place you have a little meadow; 


in another the box is cut into a thouſand 


different forms F ; ſometimes into letters, 


The Hippodromus, inits proper ſignification, 
was à place among the Grecians, ſet apuit fur 
horle- racing and other exerciſes of that kind, 
But it ſeems here to be nothing more than 
particular walk, to which Pliny perhaps gave 


that name, from its beating ſome reſemblance 


in its form to the public places lo called, 

+*© What the Hedere were, that deſervedt 
place in a garden, (!ays Sir Wi.liam Templeis 
* his Eſſay ou Gardening) 1 cannot guels, unicli 
* they had ſorts of ivy unknown to us.“ But 
does nut leem neceſſaty to have recourle to thi 
ſuppoſition; for there are two ſorts among us, 
which areverybeautifulplants,theonecalledihe 
hlver-#riped ivy, theotherthe yellow yariega't 
ivy. The former, perhaps, is the pallentes He- 
derz of Virgil; which epithet ſome of the ch. 
tics, not attending to the different kinds of 
ivy, have inJudicioufly changed for palantes. 

Here ſeerns tube ginwhat weproperlycallite 
Ga.den, and is the only deſcription of a Roma 
one, which is come down to us. Virgil inde 
mentions that of his Corycian friend's, but te 
only gives an account of the plants which bat 
contenied old man cultivated, without deſcribing 
the form in which his little ſpot was laid cut, 

F lt is very remarkable that thisfalſe taſle i 
g1rGdening, ſo jufily t ejected by modern improve” 
ments in that agreeable art, was introduce 


ameaztle Romansat a timewhenonefwon, 3 


Sea. u. 


expreſſing the name of the maſter; ſome - 


times of that of the artificer; whilſt here 
and there little obeliſks riſe intermixed 
alternately with fruit-trees: when on a 
ſudden, in the miditof this elegant regu- 
larity, you are ſurpriſed with an imita- 


tion of the negligent beauties of rural na- 


ture; in the centre of which lies a ſpot 
ſurrounded with a knot of dwarf plane- 
wees#, Beyond theſe is a, walk inter- 
ſperſed withthe ſmooth andt wining acan- 
thus , where the trees are alſo cur into a 
variety of names and ſhapes. At the up- 
per end is an alcove of white marble, 
ſhaded with vines, ſupported by four 
{mall Caryſtian pillars I. From this bengh 
the water guſhing through ſeveral httle 
pipes, as if it were preſſed out by the 
weight of the perſons who repoſe them- 
ſelves upon it, falls into a ſtone ciſtern 
underneath, from whence it is received 


into a fine poliſhed marble baſon, ſo art- 


fully contrived, that it is always full 
without ever overflowing. 
here, this baſon ſerves for a table, the 
larger ſort of diſhes being placed round 
the margin, while the ſmaller ones ſwim 
about in the form of little veſſels and wa- 
tet-fowl. Correſponding to this, is a 


fountain which, is incefſantly emptying - 


and filling; for the water, which it throws 
up a great height, falling back again 


pecꝭ ta meet with any inelegancies in the polite* | 


rehnements of life. Matius, the friend of Julius 
Czlar, and peculiar favourite of Auguſtus, of 


whom there is ſtjll extant a letter ta Cicero, | 
greatly admired tor the beauty of its ſentiments 


and expreſſion, is ſaid to have firſt taught, his 
countrymen.this monttrous method of diſtort- 
ing nature, by cutting trees into regular forms. 
Columel. I. 18. c. 4. e 
* The plane · tree was extremely cultivated - 
among the Romans upon account of its extraor-" 
dinary ſhade, and they uſed to nouriſh it with 
wine || inſteadof water, believing(as Sir Willi- 
im Temple obſerves). ** This tree loved that 
* liquor, as well as thoſe who uſed: to. drink 
under its ſhade." „„ 
lt is probable the Acanthus here mention- 
ed is not the ſame plant with that deſcribed 
above ; it is certain at leaſt there u ere diffe- 
rent ſorts of them. | mY 
{This marble eame fromCaryſtus (now call- 
ed Cariſto) in Kubœa, an iſland in the Archipela- 


ko, which has ſince changed its name into Ne- 


gro· ponte. From hence like wide, it is ſaid; the 
Romans fetched that famous ſtone out of which 
they ſpun a fort of incombuſtible cloth. where - 
in they wrapped the bodies of their dead, and 
thereby preſerved their aſhes diſtind aud un- 
Tized with thoſe of the funeral pile“ ig 

[| Plin, Hitt, Nat. "x" 
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When I ſup 


_ refreſhing the whole. 


throwing a 
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into it, is by means of two openings re- 
turned as fait as it is received. Fronting 
the alcove (and which reflects as great an 
ornament to it, as it borraws from it) 
ſtands a ſummer-houſe of exquiſite mar- 
ble, whoſe doors project and open into 4 
green encloſure ;, as from its upper and 
lower windows the eye is preſented with 
a variety of different verdures. Next ta 
this is a little privatecloſet(which though - 
it ſeems diſtinct, may be laid into the 
ſame room) furniſhed with a couch; 
and notwithſtanding it has windows on 
every ide, yet it enjoys a very agreeable 
gloomineſs, by means of a ſpreading vine 
which climbs to the top, and entirely 
overihades it, Here you may lie and 
fancy yourſelf in a wood, with this dif- 
ference only, that you are not ir 15990 to 
the weather: in this place a fountain 
alſo riſes and inſtantly diſappears: in dif- 
ferent qearters are diſpoſed ſeveral mar- 
ble - ſeats, Which ſerve, as well as the 
ſimmer-houſe, as ſo many reliefs after 
one is wearied with walking. Near each 
ſeat is a little fountain; and throughout 
the whole hippodrome ſeveral ſmall rills 
run murmuring along, whereſoever the 


hand of art thought proper to conduct 


them, watering here and there different 
ſpots of verdure, and in theic progreſs 


And now, I lhould not have hazarded 
the imputation of being too mĩnute in this 
detail, if I had not propoſed to lead you 
into every corner of my houſe and gar- 
dens. You will bardly, imagine, think 
it a trouble to read the deſcription of a 


place, which am perſuaded would pleaſe 


you were you to ſee it; eſpecially as you 


have it in your power to ſtop, and b 
e my letter, ſit down as it 
were, and reſt —.— as often as you 
think proper, I had at the ſame time a 
view to the gratification of my own paſ- 


fion: as | confeſs, I have a very great 


one for this villa, which was chiefly buile 


or finiſhed by myſelf, In a word, (for 


why ſhould I conceal from my friend my 
ſentiments whether right or wrong?) 1 
look won it as the firſt duty of every 
writer frequently to throw his eyes upon 
his title-page, and to conſider well the 
ſubje& he has propoſed to himſelf ; and 
he may be aſſured if he cloſely purſues 
his plan he cannot juſtly be thought te- 
dious; but on the contrary, if he ſuffers 
himſelf to be carried off from it, he will 


molt certainly incur that cenſure, Homer, 


you kno, has employed many verſes in 
Ps gs 


you why |l 


ſome avociations. 
| poſed; which contributes, no leſs than its 
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as Virgil alſo has in thoſe of neas; yet 
neither of them are prolix, becauſe they 

oth keep within the limits of their ori- 
ginal defign. Aratus, you ſee, is not 
eiteemed too circumſtantial, tbough he 


traces and enumerates the minutelt lars; 


for he does not go out of his way for that 
urpoſe, he only follows where his ſub- 
ect leads him: lu the ſame manner (to 


compare ſmall things with great) if en- 


deavouring to give you an idea of my 
houſe, | have not wandered into any- 
thing foreign, or, as it were, devious, It 


js not my letter which deſcribes, but my 


a which is defcribed, that is to be 
deemed large. Bur nut to dwell an 
longer upon this digreſſion, leit 1 ſhould 
mylelf be condemned by the maxim [ 
have juſt laid down; I have now informed 
refer my Tuſcan villa, to 
thoſe which I poſſeſs at Tuſculum®, Ti- 
ber +, and Præueſte 1. B-ſides the ad- 
vantages already mentioned, I here en- 
joy a more profound retirement; as | am 


At à farther diſtance from the buſineſs of 


the town, and the interruption of trouble- 
All is calm and com- 


clear air and unclouded ſky, to that 0 
] 


af bedyand cheerfulneſs of mind wh 


articularly enjoy there: both of which [ 
cep in proper exerciſe by ſtudy and 
hunting. Aud indeed there is no place 
which agrees beitor with all my family in 
general; am ſure at leaſt, | have not 
yet loit one (and | ſpeak it with the ſen- 


 timents | ought) of all thoſe I brought 
with me hither : and may the gods con- 


I 


inne that happineſs to me, and that ho- 
your to my villa! Farewel. 
* 


L .. 
| To Caplio. 


you are not ſingular in the advice you 

give we to undertake the writing of 
hiftorr; it is a work which has been 
frequently prefſed upon me by ſeveral 
others of my friend-; and what 1 have 
ſome thoughts of engaging in. Not that 
| have any confidence of ſucceeding in 
this way, that would be too raſhly pre- 


* Now called Fraſc.ti, + Tivoli, and t Pa- 
Jeftrina, all of thew 1ruated in the Campagna 
di Roma, and at av greet wviltance from Rome. 
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the defcription of the arms of Achilles, 


Bock l. 


ſum ing upon the ſucceſs of an experiment 
which I have never yet made; but becaule 
it is a noble employment to reſcue from 
oblivion thoſe who deſerve to be eternally 
remembered, and extend the reputation 
of others at the ſame time that we ad- 
vance our own, Nothing, I confeſs, ſo 
{trongly affeQs me as the deſire of a laſt- 
ing name: a pafſion highly worthy of 
the human bteaſt, eſpecially of one, who 
not being conſcious to himſelf of any ill, 
is not afraid of being known to poſterity. 
It is the continual ſubje& therefore of my 
thoughts, 8 


By what fair deed | too may raiſe 8 nume g; 


y for to that I moderate my wiſhes; the 


reſt, 
And gather round the world immortal fame, 


is much beyond my hopes : | 
„Though yet However, the 
firſt is ſufficient, and hiſtory perhaps is 
the ſingle means that can aſſure it to me. 
Oratoty and poetry, unleſs carried to the 
higheit point of eloquence, are talents 
but of ſmall recommendation to thoſe 
who polleſs them; but hiltocy, however 
executed, is always entertaining. Man- 
kind ate naturally inquiſitive, and are ſo 
fond of having this turn gratified, that 
they will liften t with attention to the 
Plaineſt matter o fact, and the moſt idle 
tale. But beſides this, I have an exam- 
ple in my own family that inclines me to 
engage in this fludy, my uncle and 
adoptive father having acquired great 
reputation as a very accurate hiſtarian ; 
and the philoſophers, you know, recom- 
mend it to us to tread in the. ſteps of our 
anceſiors, when they have gone before us 
in the right, path. It you aſk me then, 
why 1 do not immediately enter upon 
the taſk ? My reaſon is this: | hare 
pleaded ſome very important cauſes, and 
(thowgh Jam not extremely ſanguine in 
my hopes concerning them) I have de- 
termined to reviſe my ſpeeches, leſt, for 
want of this remaining labour, all the 
pains they coſt mie ſhould be thrown 


away, and they with their author be bu- 
ried in oblivion ; for with reſpect to 


Virgil. 1 Georg. ſub ini. + 
Part of a verie from the ifih Reid, where 
Menettheus, one of the competitors in the us 
val games, who was in tome danger of bent 
diftanced, exhorts bis men io exert their 8 
moſt vigour to prevent ſuch 2 diſgiace- 


Een 


JJ ——— » ons = a. = 2X _ 


nr 


Seck. II. A NC I 


erity, the work that — never 
niſhed o=_ ae yo org: You willthink, 
chaps, I might correct my pleadings 
He) write hiſtory at the ſame time. 1 
wiſh indeed I were n doing ſo, 
but they are both ſuch. great undertak- 


5 


ings, that either of them is abundantly 
"(officient. 


I was but nineteen wheu L 
firlt appeared at the bar; and yet it is 
oply now at laſt I underſtand (and that in 
truth but imperfectiy) what is eſſential 
to a complete orator. How then ſhall I 
be able to ſupport the weight of an ad- 
ditional burthen ? It is true indeed, hiſ- 
tory and orator have in many points a 
general reſemblance ; yet in thoſe very 
things in whichthey ſeem to agree, there 
ate feyeral circumſtances herein they 
differ. Narration is common to them 


both, but it is a narration of a diſtindt 


kind: the former contents itſelf fre- 
quently with low and vulgar facts; the 
latter requires every thing ſplendid, ele- 
vated, and extraordinary: Rtrength,and 
nerves is ſuflicient in At, bur — 


cellency of the one conſiſts in a ſtrong, 
ſevere, and cluſe ſtyle; of the other, in a 
diffuſive, flowing, and harmonious narra- 
tion: in mort, the words, the emphaſis, 
and whole turn and ſtructure of the 

riods are extremely diſlerent in theſe two 
arts; for, as 'Thucydides obſerves, there 
is a wide diſtance between compoſitions 
which are calculated for a preſent pur- 
pole, and thoſe which are deſigned to re- 
main as laſting monuments to polterity ; 
by the firſt of which expreſſions he al- 
ludes to oratory, and by the other to 
hiſtory, For theſe reaſons I am nor in- 
elined to blond together two performances 
of ſuch diſtinct natures, which ,as they are 
both of the higheſt rank,” neceflarily 
therefore require a ſeparate a'tention ; 
'eſt, confounded by a crowd of different 
ideas, 1 ſhould introduce into the one 


what is only prope to the other. There- 


fore (to ſpeak in our language of the 


tar) | mult beg leave the cauſe may be 


adjourned ſome time longer. In the 
mean while, I refer it to your conſider- 
ation from what period 1 ſhall commence 
my hiſtory, Shall I take it up from thoſe 
remote times.which have been treated of 
already by others? In this way, indeed, 
the materials will by ready 
myhands, but the collating of the ſeveral 

torians will be extremely troubleſome: 


* 
3. 
* 


me, and determine what ſubject 


repared:to. 
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or, ſhall I write only of the preſent times, 
and” theſe wherein no other author has 
gone before me? If ſo, 1 may probably 
ive offence to many, and pleaſe but few, 
ot, in an age ſo over-rumn with vice, you 
will find infinitely more to condenan than 
approve ; yet your praiſe, though ever 
fo laviſh, Will de thought too reſerved ; 
and your cenfure, though ever ſo cautious, 
too profuſe. However, this does not at 
alt diſcourage'me ; for 1 want not fuffi- 
cient reſolution' to bear teſtimeny to 
truth. I expect then that you prepare 
the way which you have pointed out to 
I ſhall 
fix upon for my hiſtory, that when I am 
ready to enter upon the taſk you have 
aſſigned me, I may not be delayed by 
any new difficulty. Farewel. 5 


"LETTER LY 
70 Saturninus. 


; Your letter made very different im- 
and ornameut is effential to this * the ex- 


prefſions upon me, as it brought me 
news which I beth rejoiced and grieved 
to receive. It gave me pleaſure when it 
informed me you weredetained inRome ; 
which though you will tell me is a cir- 
cumitanee that 'affards you none, yet 1 
cannot but rejoice at it, ſince you aſſure 
me you continue there upou my account, 
and defer the recital of your work till 
my returu; for which 1 am greatly 
obliged to you. But I Was much con- 
cerned at that part of your letter which 
mentioned the dangerous ilineſs of Julius 
Valens; though, indeed, with reſpect to 
himſelf it ought to affect me with other 
ſentiments, as it cannot but be for his 
advantage the ſooner he is relieved by 
death, from a diſtemper of which there 
is no hope he can ever be cured, But 
what you add concerning Avitus, who 
died in his return from the province 
where he had been quæſtor, is an accident 
that juſtly demands our forrow. That 
he died on board-a-ſhip, at a diſtance 
from his brother whom he tenderly 
loved, and from his mother and ſiſters, 

are circumſtances, which though the 
cannot affect him new, yet undoubtedly 
did in his laſt moments, as well as tend 
to heighten the atflition of thoſe he has 
left behind. How ſevere is the reflection, 
that a youth of his well-formed diſpoſi- 
tien ſhoubd be extinct in the prime "4 
| life, 
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life, and ſnatched from thoſe, high ho- 


to ſtop her progreſs ; as the more fami. 
pours to which his virtues, had they been 


liar we are with the lovely form, the 


permitted to grow to their full maturity, 


would certainly have raiſed, him.} How 


did his boſom glow with the love of the 


| fine arts! How many books has he per- 


uſed ! how many volumes has he tran- 


ſcribed! But the fruits of his labours are 
now periſhed with him; and for ever loſt 
to poſterity.— Vet why indulge my ſor- 


row? a paſſion which, if we once give a 


looſe to it, will aggravate every the 
lighteſt circumſtance. I will put an end 
therefore to my letter, that I'may to the 
tears which yours has drawn;from me. 
Farewel. | v1 492 


LETTER LVII. 
To Fabatus *. 


YouR letter informs me that you have 
erected a noble public porticoF, as 

a memorial of yourſelf and your ſon, and 
that the next day after the ceremony 
of opening of it, you engaged to repair 
and beautify the gates of our city at 
- your own charge: thus it is that you riſe 
from one act of munificence to another! 
I take part, believe me, in every thing 
that concerns your glory; which, from 
the alliance that is 1 us, in ſome 
degree redoundsto mine; and am pleaſed 
ta ſee the memory ef my father-in-law 
delivered down to poſterity by ſuch 
beautiful ſtructures. 3 at the 
honour that hereby ariſes to our native 
province; and as every thing that tends 
to her advantage is highly agreeable to 
me, by what hand ſoe ver it may be con- 
ferred; ſo particularly when it is by 
yours. I have only to deſire that heaven 
would continue to cheriſh in you this ge- 
nerous frame of mind, and to grant you 
many years in which to exert it; for your 
bounty I am well perſuaded will not ter- 
minate here, but extend itſelf to farther 
acts of beneficence. Generofity, when 
once ſhe is ſet forward, knows not how 


Grand- father to Calphurnia,Pliny's wife. 

+ Thele porticos, which were carried to an 
extreme degree of magnificence, ſerved for va- 
rious uſes; ſometimes for the aſſembly of the 
ſenate, ſometimes for ſtands of the moſi curious 
merchandife. But the general uſe they were put 
to was, the pleaſme of walking in them; like 
the pretent piazzas in Italy {F-bric Deſcrip. 
Ren c. ig.] Here likewiſe works of genius 
were publicly recited, and the pbilotophers 
keid their thiputations. = : 


more enamoured we grow of her eugag. 
ing charms, . Farewel. 223TH 


LETTER LVIUL., 
gs D Pontius. | 
] WAS at Comum when I heard tha 
Cornutus Tertullus was appointed ſur. 
veyor T of the Emilian way, This 
news was inexpreſſibly agreeable to me, 


both upon his account and my on: upon 
his, becauſe though ambition ſhould be 


las it certainly is) far removed from hi 


heart, yet it cannot but be acceptable to 
him to receive ſo great an honour with- 


out ſeeking it ; upon mine, becauſe it 


heightens the ſatisfaction which reſults 
from my own office, to ſee a man of ſo 
diſtinguiſhed a character as Cornutu 
raiſed to one of the ſame nature g;; for 
to be placed in the ſame rank with the 
good, is a pleaſure equal to being ho- 
noured with the higheſt dignities. And 
where indeed is the man who exceed 
Cornutus in worth and virtue? or whoſe 
conduct is a more 1 mogel of an- 
cient manners? In this I do“ not found 
my judgment upon fame, which, pos- 
ever, with great juſtice ſpeaks of him in 
the higheſt terms, but upon long and 
frequent experience, We have ever been 
joined in the ſame friendſhips with the 
moſt ſhining characters in both ſexes 
which this age has produced ; an unios 
that cemented us in the ſtricteſt intimacy, 
To theſe private ties were added thoſe of 
a more public nature: he was, you kno, 
my colleague in the treaſury, as well a 
the conſulſhip, Theſe were opportunities 
of gaining a thorough knowledge of hi 
uncommon virtues, when I followed him 
as a guide and revered him asa parent; 
and that not ſo much upon account of his 
age as his merit. I rejoice therefore 1 


1 This was an office of great dighity amo? 


the Romans, and utuaily conferred upon thole 


who had been conſuls. Thus Czar is ment 
oned by Plu arch as ſuryeyor 0! the Appian 11. 
Theſe roads extended to a great diſtance from 
the city on all ſides, the moſt noble of which 
was the Appian, computed io reach three hur- 
dred and fifty miles. | N 
I lt appea s by ſome ancient inſcriptions ſt 
remaining, that Pliny was turveyor of the river 
Tiber and its banks, to which office it s pf 
bable ke here alludes. leſ 
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leſs for my own ſake than his; and 1 8˙ With what forbearance, with what pa- 


* 1 
* 


ſo upon a publie as well as private con- 
fideration, ſince virtue is now nolenger, 
as formerly *, expoſed to the moſt ctuel 
dangers, but ad vanced to the noble(tfdig- 
nities. But if I wereto indulge the o- 
ous ſentiments I feel upon this occabon, 
| ſhould never have finithed my'letter. 
Let me turn then to an account of What 
{ was doing when your meſſengerarriveds - 


| He found me with my wife's grandfather 


and aunt, together with ſeveral - other” 
friends, whoſe company I had not en- 
joyed for a conſiderable time: I was 
traverſing my grounds, hearing the com- 
plaints of the farmers, runningover their 
tedious accounts, and had before me pa- 
pers and letters far different from thoſe 


me; in a word, I was preparing to return 
to Rome, for I have obtaiued but à ſhort 
leave of abſence; and indeed the news of 
this office being couferred on Corgutus, 
reminds me — to the duties of m 
own, I hope your favourite Campania 
will reſign you about the ſame time, ſo 
that when i return to Rome, not à day 
may be loſt to our friendly intercourſe. 
Farewel, ws 


LETTER LI. 


To Marcellinus. 


] WRITE this to you under the utmoſt 
oppreſſion of forrow: the youngeſt 


daughter of my friend Fundanus is dead! 


never ſurely-was there a more agreeable 
and more amiable young perſon, or one 
who better deſerved to have enjoyed a 
long, I had almoſt ſaid, an immortal life! 
She was ſcarce fourteen, and yet had all 


| the wifdlom of age and diſcretion of a 


aatron, joined with youthful ſweetneſs 
and virgin modeſty. With what an en- 
gaping fondneſs did ſhe. behave to her 
father! how kindly and reſpectfully re- 
ceſſe his friends! how affectionately treat 
a thole who in their reſpective offices 
kad the care and education of her ! She 
employed much of her time in reading, 
in which ſhe diſcovered great ſtrength of 
Judgment; ſhe indulged herſelf in few 
Wverl.ons, and thoſe with much caution. 


12 Allud'ng to the times of Nero and Domi- 
ur t. ; : 
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to which my inclination early devoted 


* | . 
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tience, with what courage did ſhe endure 


her lait illneſs! ſhe complied with all the 


directions of her phylicians; ſhe en- 
couraged her ſiſter and her father; and 
when all her ſtrength of body was ex- 
hauſted, fupported herſelf by the ſingle 
vigour of her mind. That, indeed, con- 
tinued even to her laſt moments, un- 
broken by the pain of a long illneſs, or 
the terrors of approaching death; and it 
is a reflection which makes the loſs of 
her ſo much the more to belameiited. 
A loſs iufinitely ſevere ! and more ſevere 
by the particular conjunQure in which it 
happened! ſhe was contracted to a molt 
worthy* youth: the wedding day 'was 


fixed, and we were all invited. How fad 
a change from the higheſt joy to the 
deepeſt ſorrow! How ſhall I expreſs the 


wound that pierced my heart, when 1 
heard Fundanus himſelf (as grief is ever 
finding out circumſtances ro aggravate 
its melancholy) ordering the money he 
had deſigned to lay out upon clothes and 
jewels for her marriage, to be employed 
in myrrh and ſpices for her funeral? He 


is à man of great learning and good 


ſenſe, who has applied himſelf from his 
earlieſt youth to the nobler and moſt 


elevated ſtudies; but all the maxims of 


fortitude which'he has received from 
books, oradvanced himſelf, he now ab- 


ſolutely rejects, and every other virtue of 
his heart gives place to all a parent's 


tenderneſs. You will excuſe, you will 
even approve his ſorgw, when you con- 
ſider what. he has loſt, He has loſt a 
daughter who reſembled him in his man- 
ners, as well as his perſon, and exactly 
copied out all her father. If you ſhall 
think proper to write to him upon the 
ſubject of fo reaſonable a grief, let me 
remind you not to uſe the rougher argu- 
mentsof conſolation, and ſuch as ſeem to 
carry a fort of reproof with them, but 
thoſe ofkind and ſympathizing humanity. 
Time will render him more open to the 
_ dictates of reaſon: for as a freſh wound 
ſhrinks back from the hand of the ſur- 
geon, but by degrees ſubmits to, and 
even requires the means of its cure; ſoa 
mind underthe fir{t impreſſions of a miſ- 
fortune ſhuns and rejects all arguments / 
of conſolation, but at length, if applied 
with tenderneſs, calmly and willingly 
a:quieſces in them, Fare vel. 
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LETTER IX. 
To Surinna. 


[7 Nowins, as 1 do, how much you 


admire the polite arts, and what ſa- 
tisfaction you take in ſeeing young men 
of quality purſue the ſteps of their an- 
ceſtors, I ſeize thiscarlieſt opportunity of 
inferming you, that I went to-day to 
hear Calpurnius Piſo read a poem he has 
compoſed upon a very bright and learned 
ſubject, entitled the Conſſellations. His 
numbers, which were elegiac, were ſoft, 
flowing, and eaſy, at the ſame time that 
they had all the ſublimity ſuitable to ſuch 
a noble topic. He varied his ſtyle from 
the lofty to the ſimple, from the cloſe to 
the copious, from the grave to the florid, 
with equal genius and judgment. Theſe 
uties were extremely. heightened and 
recommended by a moſt harmonious 
voice; which a very becoming modeſty 
rendered ſtill mere pleaſing. A contu- 
ſion and concern in the countenance of a 
ſpeaker throws a grace. upon all he 
utters; for there is a certain decent ti- 
midity, which, I know not how, is infi- 
nitely moreengagingthanthe aſſured and 
ſelf-ſufficient air of confidence. I might 
mention ſeveral other cirgumſtances to 
his advantage, which I am the more in- 
clined to take notice of, as they are moit 
ſtrik ing in a perſon of his age, and moſt 


uncommon ina youth of his 


uality: but 
not to enter into a farther «994 il of his 


merit, I will only tell you, that when he 


had finiſhed his poem, I embraced him 
with the utmoſt complacency ; and being 
perſuaded that nothing is a greater en- 
couragement than applauſe, 1 exhorted 
him to perſevere in the paths he had en- 
tered, and to ſhine out to poſterity with 
the ſame glorious luſtre which reflected 


from his: anceſtors to himfelf. I con- 


gratulated his exce}lent mother, and his 
brother, who gained as much honour by 
the generous aftection he diſcovered upon 
this eccahon, as Calpurnius did by his 


_ eloquence, ſo remarkable a concern he 


ſhewed for him when he began to recite 
his poem, and fo much pleaſure in his 
ſucceſs, May the gods grant me fre- 
quent occaſions of giving you accounts 
of this nature! for | have a partiality to 
the age in which I live, and ſhould re- 
joice to find it not barren of merit. Lo 
this end I ardently wiſh our young men 
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glory from | the image 
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of quality would not derive all their 
s of their an. 
ceſtors x. As for thoſe which are placed 
in the houſe of theſe excellent 


plauding and encouraging their purſuitz, 
and (whatis a ſuthcient degree of honour 
to them both) as owning and confefſing 
them to be their kindred. Fare wel. 


LETTER LAI. 
i To Macer. | 


AEEis well with me, ſince it is ſo with 
you. You are happy, I find, in the 
company of your wife and ſon, and are 
enjoying the pleaſures of the ſea, the 
freſhneſs of the fountains, the verdure of 
the fields, and the elegances 'of a molt 
agreeable villa; for ſo I judge it to be, 
fince he who was moſt ere for- 
tune had raiſed him to what is generally 
eſteemed the higheſt point of human fe- 
licity, chaſe it for theplace of his retire- 
ment . As formyſelf, I am —— 
my "Tuſcan villa in hunting and ſtudying, 
ſometimes alternately, and ſometimes 
both -together; but I am not yet able 
to determine in which purſuit it is mol 
difficult to ſucceed. Farewel, 


LETTER LæXII. 
To Paulinus.. 


AS I know the humanity with which 
you treat your own ſervants, I de 
not ſeruple to confeſs to you the indul- 
gence I ſhew to mine. I have ever in 
my mind Homer's character of Ulyſſes, 


Who rul'd his people with a father's lore]. 
Andthe very expreſſion g in ourlanguage 


None had the right of uſing family pictures 
or ſtatues, but thoſewhoſeanceftorsorthemie|ve1 
had borne ſome ofthe higheſt dignities. So thit 
the jurrmaginiswas muchthe ſame thing amoJ 
the Romans, as the right of bearing a coat 
arms ameng us. Xen. Antiq. 

+ lt is ſuppoſed by ſome commentators in 
Plinyalludes hereto Nerva, whobeing lulpedel 
by Domitian. asorderedbythat. mperot rei 
to Tarentum, Whete, without any mews freigs 
ing, hequietly fat down in the enjgym-#t + 
private |;fe;uth. rs imagine that he me an 8) lt 

1 OH. 1. 3. te... : 

The Latia word for « maſter of s t 
"implies a /uiweF emily. 
D 5 
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forthe head of a family, ſuggeſts the ru le 


of one's conduct towards it. But were I 
naturally of a rough and hardened caſt 
of temper, the ill ſtate of health of my 
freed-man Zoſimus (who has the ſtronger 
claim to a humane treatment at my 
hands, as he now ſtands much in need of 


it) would be ſufficient to ſoften me. He 


is a perſon of great worth, diligent in 


but his chief talent; and indeed his pro- 
fefſion, is that of a comedian, wherein he 
highly excels, He ſpeaks with. great 
emphaſis, judgment, propriety, and 
gracefulneſs; he has a very good hand 
doo upon the lyre, which he undefſtands 
better than is neceſſary for one; of his 
profeſſion, To this I muſt add, he'reads 
hiltory, oratory, and poetry as well, as if 


ne had ſingly applied himſelf to that art. 


am the more particular in enumerating 
his qualifications, to let you ſge how 
many agreeable ſervices I receive from, 


him. He is indeed endeared to me by 


the ties of a long affection, which ſeems 


to be heightened by the danger he is 


now in, For nature has ſo formed our 
hearts, that nothing, contributes more to 
raiſe and enflame our inclination for any, 
enjoyment than the apprehenſion of be-: 
ing deprived of it; a ſentimentwhich® 
Zolimus has given me occaſion to ex- 


him into Egypt *; from whence, after &' 
long abſence, he 2 returned witli 
great benefit to his health. But having 
«gain exerted himſelf for ſeveral days 
together beyond his ſtrength, he was re- 
migded of his former malady by a ght 

return of his cough,e and a ſpitting of 


| blood. Fer this reaſon 1 intend to ſend 


nim to yourfarm atForum-Julii+;having 
frequently heard you mention it as an 
exceeding fine air, and recommend the 
milk of that place as very good in diſ- 
orders of this nature. I beg you would 
g've directions to your people to receive 
tim into your houſe, and to ſupply him 
with what he ſhall have occaſion for; 
which will not be much, for he is ſo 


* The Roman phyſicians uſed fo ſend their 
Patients in conſumptive caſes intoEgypt, parti- 
Ularly to Alexandria. 


Frejus in Provence, the ſouthera part of 
France, y 


= 


A N CIE NT. 


his ſervices, and well ſkilled in literature; 


profeſſion venal. 
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temperate as not only to abſta in from de 
licacies, but even to deny himſelf the ne 
ceſſaries his ill ſtate of health requires 
I ſhall furniſh him towards his journey 
with what will be ſufficient for one of his 
abſtemious turn, who is coming under 
your roof, Fare wel. | 


LETTER IXII.. 
To Rufus, 


WENT into the Julian court I to at- 

tend a cauſe in which at the next 
ſitting I was to reply. The judges had 
taken their ſeats, the decemviri g were 
arrived, the eyes of the audience were 
fixed upon the counſel, and all was huſhed 
in lilence and expectation, when anorder 
arrived from the prætor that the court 


ſhould be adjourned; an accident ex- 


tremely agreeable to me, who am never 
ſo well prepared, but that I am glad of 
gaining farther time. The occaſion of 
the court's riſing thus abruptly was an 
edict of Nepos, the prætor for criminal 
cauſes, wherein he directed all perſons 
concerned as plaintiffs or defendants in 
any cauſe before him, to take notice, 
that he deſigned ſtrictly to put in force 
the decree of the ſenate annexed to his 


verience more than once. Some years ; edict; which decree was expreſſed in the 
ago he ſtrained himſelf ſo much by.o6 * 
vehement an exertion of his voice, that f ** ſoever, who have any law-ſuits de- 
| he ſpit blood, upon which account I ſent, pending, are hereby required and com- 


following words: ** All perſons hat- 


** manded, before any proceedings be 
had thereon, to take an oath that they 
** havenatgiven, promiſed, or engaged 
to give, any fee or reward to any ad- 


vocate upon account of his under- 


taking their cauſe.” In theſe terms, 
and many others equally full and expreſs, 
the lawyers were prohibited to make their 
However, after the 
cauſe is decided, they are permitted to 
accept a gratuity of ten thouſand ſeſ- 
terces||. The prætor for civil cauſes, 
being alarmed at this unexpected order 


of Nepos, gave us this holiday in order 


to take time to conſider whether he ſhould 


f A court of Juſtice. 4 
$ The decemviti ſeem to have been magiſ- 
trates for the adminiſtrationot᷑ juſtice, ſubordi- 
nate to thep. tors who(iogivetheEigliſh read- 
er a general notion of their oſſice) may be term- 
ed lords chief juſt cee, as the judges here menti- 
oned were ſmethiag in the nature ol our juries. 
About Sol. of our monty. 1 
X | follow 
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follow the example. In the mean while 
the town is much divided in its ſenti- 
ments of this edict, ſome extremely ap- 
proving, and others as much condemning 
it. We have got then at laſt,” ſay 
the latter with a ſneer, © a redreſſor of 
* abuſes. But pray was there never a 
„ prator before this man? what then 1s 
** he who thus forwardly ſets up for a 
« reformer?” Others, on the contrary, 


ſay, that he has taken a very. proper flep 
upon entering into his office; that he has 
paid obedience to the laws; conſidered | 
the decrees of the ſenate, repreiled a 
moſt indecent traffic, and will not ſuffer 


the moſt honourable of all profeſſions to 
be debaſed into a ſordid commerce of 
-Jucre. Theſe are the reffections which 
are univerſally thrown out upon this oe- 
caſion; but which ſide ſhall be thought 
to judge moſt rightly, the event alone 

will determine. It is the uſual method 
of the world (though a very -unequitable 
rule of'eſtimation) to pronounce an ac- 


tion to be either right or wrong as it is 


' attended with good or il fueceſs; in con- 
i ſequence of which' you ſhall hear the very 
- ſame conduct attributed to zeal or folly, 
. tCliberty or licentiouſneſs. Farewel, 


LETTER LXIV. 
| To calphurnia *. 


EVER was buſineſs more uneaſy to 


me, than when it prevented nie not 
only from attending, but following you 
into Campania +. As at all times, ſo 
particularly now, I wiſh to be with you, 
that I may be a witneſs what progreſs 
you make in your ſtrenght and recovery, 
and how the tranquillity, the amuſements, 
and plenty. of that charming country 
agree with you. Were you in perfe 
health, yet I could ill ſupport your ab- 


ſence ; for even a moment's uncertainty 


of the welfare of thoſe we tenderly love, 


isa ſituation of mind infinitely painful; 


but now your fickneſs conſpires with 
vourabſence to perplex me with a thou- 
fand diſquietudes, I fear every thing 
that can befal you, and, as is uſual with 
| k 8 

* His wife. | | 
+ Where Fabatus, Calphurnia's grandfather, 
had a villa. This delightful country is celebrated 
by almol} every claſſic author, and every modern 
traveller, for the fertility of its ſoil, the beauty 
of its a ndſc ape, and the temperature of its air, 
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all under the ſame terrifyin rehen. 
lions, ſuſpect moſt, cu e 
Let me conjure you then to prevent my 
ſolicitude by writing to me every da 

and even twice a day; 1 ſhall be more 


eaſy at leaſt while Fam reading your- 


letters; though all my apprehenſions «ill 
again return upon methe-moment Lhaye 
peruſed them. Farewel. 


+ 
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LETTER LXV. 
| To the fame. 


You kindly tell me, my abſence i: 

greatly uneaſy to you, and that you; 
only conſolation is in converling with my 
works, inſtead oftheirauthor, which you 
frequently place by your" fide. Hoy 
agreeable is it to me to know that you 


thus wiſh'for my company, and ſupport 
[yourſelf under the want of it by theſe 


tender amuſements! In return, I enter- 
tain myſelf with reading aver your let- 
ters again and again, and am continually 


taking them up as if I had juſt received 
them; but alas! they only ſerve to make 


me mote ſtrongly regret your abſence: 
for how amiable mutt her converſation 


be, whoſe letters have ſo many charms? 


Let me receive them, however, as often 


as poſſible, notwithſtanding there is till: 


mixture of pain in the pleaſure they af 
ford me. Fare wel. 
LETTER LXVI, 
To Priſcus. 
Y OUknowandeſteemAttiliusCreſcer: 


as indeed who is there of any rank 
or worth that does not? For | myſelf, | 


profeſs to have a friendſhip for him much 


ſuperior to the common attachments of 
the world. The places of our nativity 
are ſeparated only by a day's journe)? 


and we conceived an affection to each 


other when we were very young; a ſes. 
ſon when friendſhip ſtrikes the deepet 
root. Ours improved by years, and 0 
far from being weakened, that it vas 
confirmed by our riper . judgments, ® 
thoſe who know us beſt can witneſs, He 
takes pleaſure in boaſting every where d 
my friendſhip; as 1 do to let the wor d 
know that his honour, his eaſe, and bs 
intereſt, are my peculiar concern. Info- 
much that upon his expreſſing to me ſome 


appreheub® 
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apprehenſion from the inſolence of a cer- 
tain perſon who was entering upon the 
:ribuneſhip of the people, 1 could not 
forbear anſwering, a 


Long as Achilles breathes this vital air, 
To couch thy head no impious hand thall dare“. 


. ; 4 
I mention this to ſhew you, that IT look 


upon every injury offered to Attilius as 6 h 


done to myſelt, But you will be impa- 
tient to hear what all this tends to. You 
muſt know then, Valerius Varus, at his 
death, owed Attilius a ſum of money. 
Though Ian acquainted with Maximus 
his heir, yet there is a cloſer friendſhip 
between him and you, 1 beg therefore, 
and conjure you by the aftection you 
have for me, to take care that Attilius is 
nut only paid the principal which is due to 
him, but all the long arrears of intereſt. 


He neither covets the property of others, 


nor neglects the care of his own; and as 


he is not engaged in any lucrative pro- 
{:ihon, he has nothing to depend upon 


but his frugality; for as to the polite 


arts, in which he greatly excels, he.pur- 


ſues them merely upon the motives of 
pleaſure and fame. 


and -the more ſo becaule he has yo op- 


portunities of repairing any injury done : 
Ailiit us then, I intreat: 


to his fortune. 
vou, in this difficulty, and ſutter me cſtill“ 


to enjoy the pleaſure of his ſprightly and 


diverting converſation; for 1 cannot bear 


o ſee the cheerfulneſs of my friend over- 
clouded, whole mirth and good humour 


diſſipates every gloom of melancholy 1m 


mylelf, In a word, as you are well ac-. 
quainted with the entertaining gaiety of 


tenper which Attilius polleties, I hope 


vou will not tuffer any injury to difcom- . : M1 | 
but I repentedof my curioſity, for I found 


Poſe and four it. You may judge by 


me warmth of his affection how bitter his 


reſentments would prove; for a generous 
and great mind can ill brook an injury 
when it is Joined with contempt. But 
though he could pals ir over, yer can- 
a0 I: on the contrary, I ſhall look upon 
das a wrong and indignity done to'my- 
felf, and reſent it as one offered to my 
triend ; that is, with double warmth, 
But after all, why this air of threatning ? 
rather let me end in the ſame ſtyle l began, 
ty earneftly conjuring you fo to act in 
1:5 affair, that neither Attilius may have 


* Hom. II. lib. 1. ve“, 88. 
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reaſon to ĩmagine (Which I ſhould greatly 
regret) that I neg lect his intereſt; nor 
that | may have occaſion to charge you 
of being careleſs of mine; as undoubt- 
edly I thall not, if you have the ſame re- 
gard for the latter as 1 have for the for- 


AN. S 


In ſuch a fituation- 
the ſlighteſt loſs preſſes hard upon a man, 


Farewel. 


LETT ER LEVH.* 
To Tacitus, | 


HEN you recommend to my care 
the intereſt of Julius Naſo in the 
office he is purſuing, what is it but re- 


commending me to myſelf? However, 1 


forgive you, and 1 ſhoutd have done the 
ſame had you been at Rome, and I ab- 
ſent. The tender anxiety af friendſhip 
is apt to imagine every circumſtance to 
be material. But 1 adviſe you to turn 
your ſolicitations to others, and be aflur- 
ed 1 will take-a full ſhare with you in all 
your applications in this attair, and fup- 
port you with my beit and warmeſt en- 
deavours, Fare el. 


 LETTE An Len. 
To Albinus, 


4 WAS lately at Alſtum +, where my 


wife's mother ha a villa which once 


belonged to Verginius Rufus. Ihe place 
-renewed in = mind the ſorrowful re- 


membrance of that great and excellent 
man, He was extremely fond of this 
retiremeht, and uſed to call it, “the neſt 
of his old age,” Wherever I turned 
my eyes | miiled my woithy friend. I 
had an inclination to viſit his monument; 


it ſtill unfiniſhed; and this not from any 
difficulty of the work itſelf, for it is very 
plain, or rather indeed ſli ght, but through 
the neglect cf him to whoſe care it was 
entruſted. I could not fee without a con- 
cern mixed with indignation the remains 
of a man, whole tame filled the whole: 
world, lie for ten years after his death 
without an inſcription or a name, He 
had however directed that the divine and 
immortal action of his life ſhould be re- 


corded upon his tomb in the following 


lines: 


+ Now Alzia, not far from Como. 
X 2 | Here 


„ 


* 
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Hexe Rufus lies, who Vindex' arms withſtood, 


Not for himſelf, but for his country's good. 


But a faithful friend is ſo rare to be 
found, and the dead are ſo ſoon forgotten, 
that we ſhall be obliged to huild even 
our very monuments, and anticipate the 
office of our heirs. For who is it that 
has not reaſon to fear what has happened 
to Verginius, may be-his own caſe ? an 
indignity which is To much the more re- 
markable and injurious, as it falls upon 
one of his diſtinguiſhed virtues, Fare- 
wel, 


"LETTER LXIX. 
= To Maximus. 
Ho happy a day did I lately paſs ! 


when having been called by the 


prefect * of Rome to his aſſiſtance in a 


certain cauſe, I had the pleaſure to hear 


two excellent young men, Fuſcus Sali- 
nator and Numidius Quadratus, plead on 
the oppoſite ſides; both of them of ex- 
traordinary hopes and great talents, who 
will one day, I am perſuaded, prove an 
ornament not only to the preſent age, 
but to literature itſglf, They diſcovered 
upon this occaſion an admirable probity, 
ſupported by inflexible courage: their 
habit was decent, their elocution diſtinct, 


their voice manly, their memory ſtrong}, 


* An officer ſomething in the nature of the 
lord mayor among us. He preceded all other 
ty magiſtrates, having power to receive ap- 
Els from the inferior courts, and to decide 

almoſt all cauſes within the limits of Rome, 

or a hundred miles round. | 
F Strength of memory ſeems to have been a 
quality highly eſte-med among the Romans, Pli- 
ny often mentioning it when hedraws the cha- 
' raQers o his friends, as in the number of their 
moſt ſhining talents, And Quintilian conſidets 
it as the m-aſure of genius; tant inge ii, ſays 
he, guar tum »:*morie@ The extraordinary per- 
feftion in which ſome of the ancients are ſaid to 
have h ſſeſſed this uſeful facuitv is almoſt incre- 


dible Our author ſpeaks, in 3 lormer letter, of 


a Greek philoſopher of nis acquaintance, who 
after having delivered à long har-ngue extem- 
pore, would immediatcty repeat it again, with- 
out ſoſing a ſing e word. Seneca ſays, he could 
in his youth repeat two thuuland n mes exactly 
in the ſame order they were rea to him; and 
that to try the ſlrength of his m-mory,the aud;- 
ence who attended the ſume profeſſor with him- 
lelt, would each t them give him a verſe, which 
he wouldinſtantiyrepeat. beginning withthe laſt, 
and ſo on to the hill to the amount of two hun- 
dred. He telle a pleaſant ſtory upon this occa- 


{oa cf a certain port, who having tecited a peem 
... 0 k 1 


to be as extenſively benefic 


their genius elevated, and guided by an 
equal ſolidity of judgment. I took in- 
finite pleaſure in obſerving them diſplay 
theſe noble qualities; particularly as [ 
had the ſatisfaction to ſee that while the; 
looked upon me as their guide and mo- 
del, they appeared in the ſentiments of 
the audience as my imitators and riyalz, 
It was a day (I cannot but repeat it again) 
which afforded me the moſt exquiſite 
happineſs, and which I ſhall ever diſtin. 


guiſh with the faireſt mark TI. For what 


indeed could be either more pleaſing to 
me on the public account, than to ob- 
ſerve two ſuch noble youths building 
their fameand glory upon the polite arts, 
or more deſirable upon my own, than) 
be marked out as a worthy example 9 
them in their purſuits of virtue ? May 
heaven till grant me the continuance of 
that pleaſure! and you will bear me 
witneſs, I ſincerely implore the gods, 
that every man who thinks me deſerving 
of his imitation, may far exceed the mo- 
del he has choſen, Farewel. 


LETTER LXX, 
To Fabatus F. 
WAL certainly you ought not to uſe 


any reſerye in your recommendation: 
to me of ſuch perſons whom you judge 
worthy your patronage, becauſe nothing 
is more agreeable to your character thai 
1 as poſſible, 
nor to mine, than to intereſt myſelf in 
every thing in whieh you are concerned. 
Be aſſured, therefore, I ſhall give all the 
athſtauce in my power to Vectius Prilcts, 


in public, a perſon who was preſent claimec t 
for his on, and in proof of its being ſo, repcate 
it word for word; which the real author was'! 
capable of doing. [Sen. Controv, L I. jub ig, 
Numberleſs inftances might be colleded t 
the ancients to the ſame purpole; tomention os. 
ly a few more: It is ſaid ef Themiſtocles, f 


5 he made himſelf maſter of the Perſian [an2u3g? 


in a year's time; of Mithridates, that he unde” 
ſtood as many languages as he commanded 04 
tions, that is, no leis than twenty two; of Cy'u", 
that he retained the name of every ſingle ſol. 1 
in his army, Lure. J. 11.2] But the fincſt 
compliment that ever was paid to a good e. 
mory, is what Tully ſays of Julius Czlar 10" 
«ration tor Ligarius, that“ he never forgot 40 
ching but an injury.” 

T Aliuding to a cuſtom of the Romans, wn 
marked the fortunate days in their cle 
with white, and the unfortunate with black. 

§ His wife Calphurnia's grandfather. hs 

| | eſpecia''? 


vec, II. AN C 1 


eſpecially in what relates to my peculiar 
rovince, I mean the bar, 
You deſire me to forget thoſe letters 
which you wrote to me, you ſay, in the 
openneſs of your heart; but, believe me, 


there is none I remember with more 
complacency. They are very pleaſing 


proofs of the ſnare enjoy of your affec- 
tion, ſince you uſe the ſame free expoſtu- 
lations with me that you would with your 
own ſon. And, toconfeſs the truth, they 
are ſo much the more agreeable, as I had 
nothing to accuſe myſelf of upon your 
account; for I had very exactly performed 
your requeſts. I intreat you again and 
again, ſtill to rebuke me with the ſame 
freedom, whenever you imagine (and I 
truſt it will be only imaginatign) that I 
fail in my duty towards you: it will af- 
ford me the pleaſure of receiving a ſtrong 
mark of your affection; and you that of 
being convinced I did not deſerve the re- 


- proach, Farewel. 


LETTER xXx 


To Mauricus, 


N compliance with your ſolicitation, . I 


conſent to make you a viſit at your 
Formian villa, but it is upon condition 
that you put yourſelf to no inconvenience 
upon my account; a condition which [ 
hall alſo ſtrictly obſerve on my part. It 
15 not the pleaſures of your ſea and your 
coaſt that 1 purſue; it is your company, 
together with eaſe and freedom from 
buſineſs, that! deſire to enjoy; otherwiſe 
| might as well remain in Rome: for 
there is no medium worth accepting be- 
tween giving up your time wholly to the 
diſpoſal of others, or reſerving it entirely 
in your own; at leaſt for myſ=If de- 
clare I cannot reliſh mixtures of any 
kind, Farewel. 


LETTER-LEXAK 


Ty Romanius. 
's 
] Errifve you were not preſent ata 
very droll accident which lately hap- 
prned. | was not indeed a witnels to it 
myſelf; however, Thad an early account 
of it. paſſienus Paulus, an eminent Ro- 
manknight, and particularly conſpicuous 
tor his great learning, has a turn for 
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elegiac poetry; a talent which runs in 
the family, for Propertius was his relatio 
as well as his countryman, He was 
lately reciting a poem which began 
thus: 
Priſcus, at thy command 


Whereupon Priſcus, who happened to be 
preſent as a particular friend of the poet's, 
cried out, But he is miſtaken, I did 
not command him.” Think what a 
peal of laughter this occaſioned, The 
intellects of Priſcus, you muſt know, are 
ſomething ſuſpicious; however, as he 
enters into the common offices of life, is 
called to conſultations, and publicly acts 
as a lawyer, this behaviour was the more 
remarkable and ridiculous: and in truth, - 
Paulus was a good deal diſconcerted by 
his friend's abſurdity. Thus, you ſee, it 
is not only neceſſary that an author whe 
recites his works in public, thould him- 
ſelf have a ſound judgment, but that he 


takes care his audience have ſo too. 
Farewel. 


L ET TER LXXIII. 
To Tacitus, | 


Y OUR requeſt that I would ſend you 

an account of my uncle's death, in 
order to tranſmit a more exact relation of 
it to poſterity, deſerves my acknowledg- 
ments; for if this accident ſhall be ce- 
lebrated by your pen, the glory of it I 
am well aſſured will be rendered for ever 
iltuſtrious. And notwithſtanding he pe- 
riſhed by a misfortune, which, as it in- 
volved at the ſame time a moſt beautiful 
country in ruins, and deſtroyed ſo many 
populous cities, ſeems to promiſe him an 
everlaſting remembrance; not withſtand- 
ing he had himſelf compoſed many and 
laiting works; yet I am perſuaded the 
mentioning of him in your immortal 
writings will greatly contribute to eter- 
nize his name. Happy 1 eſteem thoſe to 
be, whom Providence has diſtinguiſhed 
with the abilities either of doing ſuch 
actions as are worthy of being related, or 
of relating them in a manner worthy of 
being read; but doubly happy are they 
who are bleſſed with both theſe uncom- 
mon talents ;z in the namber of which my 
uncle, as his own writings and your hiſ- 
tory will evidently prove, may juſtly be 
ranked, It is with extreme willingneſs, 


therefore, 
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therefore, I execute your commands; and 
ſhould indeed have claimed the taſk if 
you had not enjoined it. He was at that 

0. under his command 


at Miſenum *. On the 23d of Auguſt, 


- about one in the afternoon, my mother 
deſired him to obſervea cloud which ap- 
peared of a very unuſual ſize and ſhape, 


He had juit returned from taking the 


benefit of the ſunÞ, and after bathing 


himſelf in cold water, and taking a flight 
repaſt, was retired to his ſtudy: he im- 
mediately aroſe and went out upon an 
eminence from whence he might more 
diſtinctly view this very uncommon ap- 


iſſued, 


It was not at that diſtance 


pearanc 
diſcern fromwhat mountain this cloud 


, aſcend from mount Veſagius J. I cannot 
give you a more exact deſcription of its 


figure than by reſembling it to that ofa 


ne- tree, for it ſhot up a great height 


in the form of a trunk, which extended 
itſelf at the top into a ſort of branches; 


occalioned, I imagine, either by a ſudden 


guſt of air that impelled it, the force of 
which decreaſed as itadvanced upwards, 


or the cloud itſelf being prefled back 


8 


chote to continue my ſtud es, 


again by its own weight, expanded in 
this manner; it appeared ſome!imes 
bright and ſometimes dark and ſpotted, 
as it was either moreor leſs impregnated 


with earth and cinders, This extraor- 


dinary phenomenon excited my uncle's 


Philoſophical curiolity to take a nearer 
view of it. He ordered a light veſſel to 


be got ready, and gave me the liberty, if 


I thought proper, to attend him. I rather 
for, as it 
hapgened, he had given me an employ- 
ment of that kind. As he was coming 
o of the houſe he received a note from 
R-*tina the wife of Baſſus, who was in 
the tm ofbalarmat the imminent danger 
which tatsatened her; for her villa being 
ui te det the foot of mount Veſuvius, 
there wa: no way to eſcape but by ſea, 


ſhe earneſtly intreated him therefore to 
He accordingly 


come her afhiftance. 
changed his fiſt defign, and what he be- 


* n tbe eule N ples. - 


+ The Romans u d tolie or walk naked in 
th- 1on, aſtef an ing their bodies with oll, 
Wii h was {termed a greatly contribu'ing © 
health, and the: cfore daily pracied by them. 

f about tix raties diltaat from Naples.— 
This eau eruptien happened A. D. 79, in 


the fit year of tac emperor Titus. 


ELEGANT EPISTLES. 


but it was found afterwards to 


gan with a philoſophical, he purſued 
with an heroical turn of mind. He or. 
dered the gallies to put to ſea, and went 
himſelf on board with an intention of 
aſſiſting not only Rectina, but ſeveral 
others; for theyillas ſtand extremely 
thick upon that beautiful coaſt, When 
haſtening to the place from whence other 
fled with the utmoſt terror, he ſteered his 
direct courſe to the point of danger, and 
with ſo much calmneſs and preſence of 
mind, as to be able to make and dictate 
his obſervations upon the motion and 
figure of that dreadful ſcene. He was 
now ſo nigh the mountain that the ein- 
ders, which grew thicker and hotter the 
nearer he approached, fell into the ſhips, 
together with pumice-ſtones, and. black 
pieces of burning rock; they were like- 
wiſe indanger notonly of being a- ground 
by the ſudden retreat of the ſea, but alſo 
from the vaſt fragments which relled 
down from the mountain, and obſtructed 
all the ſhore, Here he {topped to con- 
ſider whether he ſhould return back 
again, to which the pilot adviſing him; 
„% Fortune,” ſaid he, befriends the 
brave; carry me to Pomponianus.” 
Pomponianus was then at Stabiæ 6, fe- 
parated by a gulf which the fea, after 
ſeveral inſenſible windings, forms upon 
that ſhore. He had already ſent his 
baggage on board; for though he was 
not at that time in actual danger, yet be- 
ing within the viewof it, and indeed ex- 
tremely near, if it ſhuuld in the leaſt in- 
creaſe, he was determined to put to ſea 
as ſoon as the wind ſhould change, It 
was favourable, however, for carrying 
my uncle to Pomponianus, whom he 
found in the greateſt conſternation : he 
embraced him with tenderneſs, encou- 


raging and exhorting him to keep uphis - 


ſpirits, andthe more to diſſipate his fears, 
he ordered, with an air of unconcern,the 
baths to be got ready; when after having 
bathed, he ſat down to ſupper with great 
cheerfulneſs, or — * (what is equal 
heroic) with all the appearance of f. 
In the mean while the eruption from 
mount Veſuvius flamed out in fevers! 
places with much violence, which the 
darkneſs of the night contributed toren- 
der ſtill more viſible and dreadfu}. But 
my uncle, in order to foothe the appte- 


Ne exiled Caſtel 2 Mar di Stabia, f 
40 Naples. ; 
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reſt of the company were hurried into by. 


1 


henſions of his friend, aſſured him it was melancholy accident, his body was found 
only the burning of the villages, which entire, and withoutany marks of violence 
the country people had abandoned to the upon it, exactly in the ſame poſture that 
flames: after this he retired to reſt, and he fell, and looking more like a. man 


it is moſt certain he was ſo little diſcom- aſleep than dead. During all this time 


poſed as to fall into a deep fleep; for my mother and I, who were at Miſe- 


| being pretty fat, and breathing hard, num—But as this has no connection with 


thoſe who attended without actually your hiſtory, ſo your enquiry went no 
heard him ſnore. The court which led farther than concerning my uncle's death; 
to his apartment being now almoſt filled with that therefore I will put an end to 
with ftones and aſhes, if he had continued my letter: ſuffer me only to add, that I 
there any time longer, it would have have faithfully related to you what I was 
been impoſſible for him to have made his either an eye witneſs of myſelf, or re- 


| way out; it was thought proper therefore ceived immediately after the accident 


to awaken him, He got up, and went jp happened, and before there was time 
Pomponianus and the reſt of his company, to vary the truth. You will chuſe out 
who were not unconcerned enough to of this narrative ſuch circumſtances as 
think of goipg to bed. They conſulted ſhall be moſt ſuitable to your purpoſe ; for 
together whether it would be moſt pru-: there is a great difference between what 
dent to truſt to the houſes, which now | is proper for a letter, and an hiſtory ; 
ſhook from ſide to ſide with frequent between writing to a friend, and writing 
and violent concuſſions; or fly to the to the public, Farewel. 
open fields, where the calcined ſtones and - - 5 
cinders, though light indeed, yet fell in ” 
large ſhowers, _ 3 _— ; LETTER LXXIV. 
tion. In this diſtreſs they reſolved for: : 
the fields as the leſs Ge fituation 7, Fo Kabi. by 
of the two; a reſolution which, while the“ T CAnNOT forbear pouring out my in- 
dignation before you in a letter (ſince 
their fears, my uncle embraced upon cool TI have no opportunity of doing ſo in per- 
and deliberate conſideration. They went ſon) againſt a certain behaviour which 
out then, having pillows tied upon their. gave me ſome offence in an aſſembly 
heads with napkins ; and this was their where I was lately preſent. The com- 
whole defence againſt the ſtorm of ſtones pany was entertained with the recital of 
that fell round them. Though it was a very finiſhed performance: but there 
now day every where elſe, with them it were two or three perſons among the au- 
vas darker than the moſt obſcure night, dience, men of great genius intheir own, 
excepting only what light proceeded anda fewof their friendseſtimation, who 
trom the fire and flames, They thought ſat like ſo many mutes, without ſo much 
prop=r to go down farther upon the ſhore as moving a lip or a hand, or once: riſing 


| toobſerve if they might ſafely put out to from their ſeats, even to ſhift their poſ- 


ſca, but they found the waves ſtill run ture. But to what purpoſe, in the name 
extremely high and boiſterous. There of good ſenſe, all this wondrous air of 
myuncle having drunk a draught or two wiſdom and ſolemnity, or rather indeed (to 
ot cold water, threw himſelf down upon give it its true appellation) of this proud 
1 cloth which was ſpread for him, indolence? Is it not downright folly. or 
when immediately the flames and a ftrong even madneſs, thus to, be at the expence 
ſmell of ſulphur, which was the fore- of a whole day merelyto commit a piece 
runner of them, diſperſed the reſt of the of rudeneſs, and leave him an enemy, 
company and obliged him to ariſe. He whom you viſited as a friend? Is a man 
«raided himfelf up with the afliftance of conſcious that he poſſeſſes a ſuperior de- 
two of his ſervants, and inſtantly fell. gree of eloquence than the perſon whom. 
down dead; ſuffocated, as I conjecture, he attends upon on ſuch an occaſion ? ſo 
by ſome groſs and noxious vapour, hay- much the rather ought he to guard 
my always had weak lungs, and fre- againſt every appearance of envy, as 4 
quently ſubjected toa difficulty of breath- paiſion that always implies inferiority, 
wg. As ſoon as it was light again, wherever it reſides, Bur whatever a 
hichWas not tillthe third day after this man's talent may be, whether greater, oe 
5 1 


equal, 
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ual, or leſs than his friend's, ſtill it is 
his intereſt to give him the approbation 


he * if greater or equal, becauſe 


the hiFher his glory riſes whom you equal 
or excel, the more conſiderable yours muſt 
neceſſarily be : if leſs, becauſe if one of 
more exalted abilities does not meet with 
applauſe, neither poſſibly can you. For 
my own part, I honour and revere all 
who diſcover any degree of merit in the 
33 and laborious art of oratory; for 
loquence is a high and haughty dame, 
who ſcorns to reſide with thoſe that de 
ſpiſe her. But perhaps you are not of 
this opinion; yet who has a greater re- 
gard for this glorious ſcience, or is a 
more candid judge of it than yourſelf ? 
In confidence of which I choſe to vent 
my indignation particularly to you, as 
not doubting you would be the firlt to 
ſhare with me in the ſame ſentiments, 


Fare wel. 


LETTER LXXV. 
To Cornelius Tacitus. 


THE letter which, in compliance with 
your requeſt, I rote to you concern- 
ing the death of my uncle; has raiſed, , 
it ſeems, your curioſity to know what 
terrors and dangers attended me while I 
continued at Miſenum ; for there, I 
think, the account in my former broke 
ot: op og SE, 
Tho'myſhock'd ſoulrecoils, my tongue ſhall tell, 


My uncle having left us, I purſued the 
ſtudies which prevented my going with 
him, till it was time to bathe; after 
which I went to ſupper, and from thence ' 
to bed, where my ſleep was greatly 
broken and diſturbed. There had been 
for many days before ſome ſhocks of an 
earthquake, which the leſs ſurpriſed us 
as they are extremely frequent in Cam- 
pania; but they were ſo particularly vio- 
lent that night, that they not only ſhook 
every thing about us, bur ſeemed indeed 
to. threaten total deſtruction. My mo- 
ther fle w to my chamber, where ſhe found 
me viſing in order to awaken her. We 
went out into a ſmall court belonging to 
the houſe, which ſeparated the ſea from 
the buildings. As I was at that time but 
eighteen years of age, I know not whe- 
ther Þſhould call my behaviour in this 
dangerous juncture, courage or raſhneſs; 
; mv 8 8 
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but I took up Livy, and amuſed myſelf. 


with turning over that author, and even 
making extracts from him, as if all about 


me had been in full ſecurity. While we 


were in this poſture a friend of my un. 
cle's, who was juſt come ſrom Spain tg 
pay him a viſit, joined us, and obſerying 
me ſitting by my mother with a book in 
my hand, greatly condemned her caln. 
neſs, at the ſame time that he reproved 
me for my careleſs ſecurity: neyertheleſ 
I till went on with my author. Though 
it was now morning, the light was ex- 
ceedingly faint and languid ; the build. 
ings all around us tottered, and though 
we ſtood upon open ground, yet as the 
place was narrow and confined, there waz 
no remaining there without certain and 
great danger ; we therefore reſolyed to 
quit the town, The people followed us 
in the utmoſt conſternation, and (as to a 
mind diſtracted. with terror, every ſug- 
geſtion ſeems more prudent than itsown) 
preſſed in 
way out, ing got at a convenient 
diſtance from the houſes, we ſtood ſtill in 
the midſt of the moſt dangerous and dread- 
ful ſcene. The chariots which we had 


ordered to be drawn out were fo agitated 


backwards and forwards, though in the 
open fields, that we could not keep them 
ſteady, even by ſupporting them with 
large ſtones. The ſea ſeemed to rol! 
back upon itſelf, and to be driven from 
its banks by the convulſive motion of the 
earth ; it 1s certain at leaſt the ſhore was 
conſiderably enlarged, and ſeveral ſea- 
animals were left upon it. 'On the other 
ſide, a black and dreadful cloud buriling 
with an igneous ſerpentine vapour, darted 
out a long train of fire, reſembling flaſks 
of lightning, but much larger. Upon 
this our Spaniſh friend, whom I mer- 
tioned above, addreſſing himſelf to my 
mother and me with greater warmthand 
earneſtneſs: if your brother and you! 
uncle,“ ſaid he, © is ſafe, he certain 
« wiſhes you may be ſo too; but if be 
« periſhed, it was his deſire, no doubt, 
that you might, both ſurvive him 
* Why therefore do you delay you 
© eſcape a moment?” We could new! 
think of our own ſafety, we ſaid, whit 
we. were u ncertain of his. Hereup® 
our friend left us, and withdrew from the 
danger with the utmoſt precipitation. 
Soon afterwards the cloud ſeemed to de- 
ſcend, and cover the whole _ * 
in 


reat crowds about us in our 


ever, ſhe ſhould willing! 


. 
5 


zect. II. 
indeed, it entirely hid the iſland ul Ca- 


prea &, andthe promontory at Mhfenum. 
My mother ſtrongly conjured raE&xg#make 
my eſcap= at any rate, which, I was 
young, I might eafily do; as for! erſelf, 
he ſaid, her age and b er qe 
all attempts of that fort i mpoſſi bſe; how- 
Wy meet death, if 
de could have the ſatisfaQtion of ſeeing 
that ſhe was not the occalion of mine. 
But I abſolutely refuſed to leave her, and 
taking her by the hand, I led her on; 
ſhe complied with great reluctance, and 
not without many reproaches'to herſelf 
for retarding my flight. The aſhes now 


began to fall upon us, though in no great 


quantity, I turned my head, and ab- 
ſerved behind us a thick ſmoke, which 
came rolling after us like a torteht. I 
propoſed, while wehad yet any 8 to 
turn out of the high road, left wefſhould 
de preſſed to death in the dark by the 
crowd that follhwed us. We had ſcarce 
ſtepped out of the path when a darkneſs 
oyerſpread us, not like that of a ggudy 
night, or when there is no moon, Hut of 
a room when it is ſhut up and all the 
lights extinct. Nothing then was to be 
heard but the ſhrieks of women, the 
ſcreams of children, and the cries of men; 
ſome calling for their children, others 
for their parents, others for their huſ- 
bands, and only diſtinguiſhing each other 
by their voices; one lamenting his own 
fate, another that of his family; ſome 
wiſhing to die from the very fear of dy- 
ng, ſome lifting up their hands to the 
gods; but the greater part imaginin 

that the laſt and eternal night was come, 
«hich was to deftroy both the gods and 
the world together +. Among theſe there 
were ſome who augmented the real ter- 
rors by imaginary ones, and made the 


Ffrighted multitude falſely believe that 


Miſenum was actually in flames, At 
'-ngth a glimmering light appeared, 
which we imagined to be ratherthe fore- 
runner of an approaching burſt of flames 
(as in truth it was) than the return of 
day; however, the fire fell at a dittance 
from us: then again we were immerſed 


in thick darkneſs, and a heavy ſhower of 


® An iſland near Naples, now called Capri. 

Flhe Stoic and Fpicurean philotuphers hel, 
that the world wasto be deſtroyedbyfir« ,4 nil all 
things fa'lagaininto original chaos, notexcept- 
b eren the national gods themſelves fronitke 
leltruQion vi this general conflagration. 
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aſhes rained upon us, which we were 
obliged every nos and then to ſhake cf, 


otherwiſe we ſhould have been cruſhed 


and buried in the heap. I might boaſt, 
that during all this ſcene of horror, not 
a ſigh or expreſſion of fear eſcaped from 
me, had not my ſupport been found ed in 
that miſerable though ſtrong conſolation, 
that all mankind were involved in the 
fame calamity, andthatl imagined I was 
periſhing with the world itſelf. At laſt 
this dreadful darknels was diſſipated by 
degrees like a cloud of ſmoke ;the real 
day returned, and even the ſun appeared, 
though very faintly, and as when an 
eclipſe is coming on. Every object that 
preſented itſelf to our eyes {which wgre 
extremely weakened) ſeemed changed, 
being covered over with white aſhes I as 
with a deep ſnow. We returned to 
Miſenum, where werefreſhed ourſelyes 
as well as we could, and paſſed an anxious 
night between hope and fear; though 
indeed with a much larger ſhare of the 
latter; forthe earthquake ſtill continued, 
while ſeveral enthufiaſlic people ran up 
and down heightening their own and 
their friends calamities by terrible pre- 
dictions, However, my mother and I, 


_ notwithſtandingthe danger wehad paſſed, 


and that which {till threatened us, had 
no thoughts of leaving the place till we 
ſhould receive ſome account of my un- 
cle.—— | 

And now you will read this narrative 
without any view of inferting it in your 
hiſtory, of which it is by no means wor- 
thy; and indeed you mult impute it to 
your own requeſt, if it ſhall appear fcarce 
to deſerve even the trouble of a letter. 
Farewel, 


LETTER LXXVI. 
79 E. | 


TP HOUGH I acknowledge myſelf an 

admirer of the ancients, yet I am 
very far from deſpiſing, as ſome affect to 
do, the genius of the moderns; nor can 
I ſuppoſe that nature, in theſe latter ages, 
is ſo worn ont as to be incapable of any 
valuable production. On the contrary, 


Mr \ddileninkis account of mount Veſu- 
vio obterves, tha the an of the place is ſo 
vey much impiegnated with 'alt-petre, that 
one can 'carce find 4 ftone which has not he 


I have 
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I have lately had the pleaſure of hearing 
Verginius Romanus read to a few ſel 


friends, a comedy ſo juſtly formed upon 


the plan of the ancients, that it may one 
day ſerve itſelf for a model. I know not 
| *whether he is in the number of your ac- 
quaintance; Lam ſureat leaſt he deſerves 
to be ſo, as he is greatly diſtinguiſhed by 
the probity of his manners, the elegance 
of his genius, and the variety of his 
productions. He has written ſome very 
agreeable pieces of the burleſque kindin 
lambics, with much delicacy, wit, and 
humour, and 1 will add too, even elo- 
quence for every ſpecies of compoſition 
which is finiſhed in its kind, may with 
propriety be termed eloquent. He has 
alſo compoſed ſome comedies after the 
manner of Menanderand otherapproved 
authors of that age, which deſerve to be 
ranked withthoſe of Plautusand Terence, 
He has now, for the firſt time, attempted 
the ancient comedy &, but in ſucha man- 
ner as to ſnew he is a perfect maſter in 
this way. Strength. majeſty, and deli- 
cney, ſofineſs, poignancy and wit, are the 
graces which thine out in this perform- 
ance with full luſtre. He repreſents vir- 
tuous characters with the higheſt diſtine- 
tion of honour, at the ſame time that he 
ſtigmatizes vicious ones with a noble in- 
dignation: wherever he makes uſe of 
feigned names it is with great propringy; 
as he employs real ones with much juſt- 
neſs. With reſpect only to myſeif, I 
ſhould ſay he has Erred through an ex- 
ceſs of good-will, if | did not know that 
fiction is the privilege of poets. In a 
word, I will inſiſt upon his letting me 
have the copy, that I may ſend it to you 
for your peruſal, or rather that you may 
get it by heart; for 1 am well perſuaded 
_ when you haveoncetaken it up, you will 
not eaſily lay it aſide. Farewel. 


* Withregardtothe variovschange* and revo- 
viions comedy has undergone, it isdiſtinguiſhed 
into three kinds, viz. the ancient, which was 
ſounded upon real fafts.andperſons pointed out 
ty their proper names; the middle, whe. e the 
ſubiect was real, but the rames 6Qitious: theneer, 
wherein both the names and the action are 
imaginary.Of the fir /? model wasAriſtophanres, 
upon whole general anner it is probable,Ro- 
manus 'ormed his comedy here mentioned; but 
a he appearsto havemade uſe both of true and 
invented names in his character, it ſeems ra- 
cher to have beeo of the mixed kind. 


as indeed 
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LETTER LXXVII. 


\ 


To Triarius. . 


I ConswnT to undertake the cauſe 

which you ſo earneſtly recommend to 
me; but gs glorious and honourable a; 
It may I will not be your counſel 


without a fee. Is it poſſible, you will 


ſay, that my friend Pliny ſhould be ſo 
mercenary ? indeed it is; and I inſit 
upon a reward which will do me more 
honour than the molt diſintereſted patron- 
age. I beg of you then, and indeed l 
make it a previous cendition, that Cre- 
mutius Ruſo may be joined with me az 
counſel in this cauſe. This is a practice 
which I have frequently obſerved with 
reſpect to ſeveral diſtinguiſhed youths; 
take infinite pleaſure in in- 
troducing young men of meritto thebar, 
and aſſigning them over to fame. But 
if ever | owed: this good office to any 
man, it is certainly to Ruſo, not only 
upon account of his family, but his ten- 
der affection to me; and it would afford 
me averyfingular ſatisfaction to have an 
opportunity of ſeeing him draw the at- 
tention of the audience in the ſame court 
and the ſame cauſe with myſelf. This! 
now aſkasan obligation to me; but when 
he has pleaded in your cauſe, you will 
eſteem it as a favour done to you: for | 
will be anſwerable that he ſhall acquit 
himſelfin a manner equal to your wiſhes, 
as well as to my hopes and the importance 
of the cauſe. He is a youth of « moi 
excellent diſpoſition, and when once | 
ſhall have produced his merit, we ſhall 
ſoon ſee him exert the ſame generous of- 
fice in forwarding that of others; as in- 
deedno man without the ſupport and en- 
couragementof friends, and having pro- 
per opportunities thrown in his way, 13 
able to riſe at once from obſcurity, 
the brightneſs of his own unaſſiſted ge- 
nius. 


LETTER LXXVIII. 


To Servianus. 


I AM extremely rejoiced to hear that 
you deſign your daughter for Fuſcus 
Salinator, and congratulate you upon — 
l 
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His family is Patrician, and both his 
fatherand mother are perſons of the moſt 
exalted merit. As for himſelf, he is ſtu- 
dious, learned, andeloquent, and withall 
the innocence of a child, unites the 
ſprightlineſs of youth to the wiſdom of 
age, I am not, believe me, deceived 
by my aftection, when I give him this 
character; for though I love him, I con- 
feſs, beyond meaſure (as his friendſhip 
and eſteem for me well deſerve), yet par- 
tiality has no ſhare in my judgment; on 
the contrary, the ſtronger my tgndneſs 
of him is, the more rigourouſly 1 weigh 
his merit. I will venture then to-allure 
you (and I ſpeak it upon my own gxpe- 
rience) you could not have formed to 
your wilt a more accompliſhed ſon-in- 
law. May he ſoon preſent you with a 
grand-ſon, who ſhall be the exact copy of 


LETTER LXXX, 
To Quintilian. 


THoven your defires, I know, are 
extremely moderate, and the educa- 
tion which your daughter has received 
is ſuitable to your character: and that of 
Tutilius her grandfather; yet as ſhe is 
going to be married to a perſon of ſo 
great diſtinction as Nonius Celer, whoſe 
{tation requires a certain ſplendour of liv- 
Ing, it will be neceflary to conſider the 
*rank of her huſband in her clothes and 
equipage: circumſtances which, though 
they donotaugment our real dignity, yet 
certainly adorn and grace it. But as [ 
am ſeuſible your fortune is not equal to 
the greatneſs of your mind, I claim to 


his father! And with what pleaſure ,anyſelf a part in your expence, and like 
ſhall I receive from the arms of two ſuch ; another father, preſent the young lady 


* 


friends their children or grand- children, with fifty thouſand ſeſterces -i. Ihe ſum 


hom I ſhall claim a ſort of right to em-z iſhould be larger, but that 1 am well per- 


» Juaded the ſmallneſs of the preſent is the 
* pnly cenſideration that can prevail with 


brace as my own! Farewel. 


| might I have judged by the vaſt quantity 
of proviſions of all ſorts, with which 1 


LETTER LXXIX-+ -; 
To Pontius. | 
] WAS not ignorant of the reaſon 


prevented your coming into Ca 
to receive me. But abſent as you. 


have imagined you had conveyed you; 


your modeſty not to refuſe it. Fare wel. 
LETTER-.LXIER 

— Reſtitutus. 

obſtinate aa which hangs 


upon you greatly alarms me; and 
hough l know how extremely temperate 


vou are, yet I am afraid your diſeaſe 


me intreat you then to reſiſt it with a 


was ſupplied by your orders, I. ſhould ,ſhguld get the better of your moderation. 


elf hither with your whole poſſeſſions. 

muſt own I was fo arrant a clown, asto 
take all that was offered me; however it 
was in compliance with the ſolicitations 
of your people, and fearing you would 
chide both them and me if I refuſed. But 
for the future, if you will not obſerve 
lome meaſure, I muſt. And accordingly 
| alſured your ſ:rvants, if ever they were 
thus vrofirſe in their bounty to me again, 


| I would abſolutely return the whole. You 


ill tell me, I know, that I ought to con- 
(der every thing belonging to you as 

@tirely mine. Jam extremely ſenſible 

of that; and therefore I would ule them 

3 the ſure moderation as my own, 
regel. 


Thoſe families were fiyled Patrician,whoſe 


MAC ons had been membersot the leaate in the 


Met meso:tne reg 14 04 CORD, 1 nee 


determined abſlemiouſneſs: a remedy, 
be aſſured, of all others the moſt noble 
as well as the moſt ſalutary. There is 
nothing impracticable in what I recom- 
mend: it is a rule, at leaſt, which'l al- 
ways direct my family to obſerve with 
re ſpect to myſelf, I hope, I tell them, 
that ſhould I be attacked with any diſ- 
order, I ſhall defire nuthing of which I 
either ought to beaſhamed, or have rea- 
ſon to repent; however, if my diſlemper 
ſhould prevail over my refolution, I for- 
bid that any thing be given me but by 
the conſent of my phyſicians; and I 4 
ſure the people about me, that I ſhall re- 
ſent their compliance with me, jnthings 
improper, as much as another man would 
their refulal, I had once a moſt violent 
tever; when the fit was alittle abated, 


| + About 4col. of our money. 
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the bath, twenty days 
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and I had heen avointed *, my phyſician 
citered me ſomething to drink; I de- 
Hycd he would firit feel my pulſe, and 
upon his feeming to think tire ft was not 
quite off, I infiantly returuei the cup, 


though it was juſt at my lips. After- 
wards, when I was preparing to go into 

Cock the firſt at- 
tack of my illneſs, perceiving the phy- 
ficians whiſpering together, | enquired 
what they were ſaying. They replied, 
they were of opinion I might poſſibly 
bathe with ſafety, however that they 
were not without ſome ſuſpicion of ba- 
ard. What octaſhon is there, ſaid I, of 
doing it at all? And thus, with great 
complacency, I gave up a pleaſure I was 
upon the point of enjoying, and abſtain- 
ed from the bath with the ſame compo- 
ſure I was going to enter it. I mention- 
this, not only in order to enforce my 
advice by example; but alſo that this 
letter may be a fort of tie upon me to 
perſevere in the ſame reſolute abſtinence 
for the future. Farexel. 


7 
LE III. 
: To Pr efens, 


ARE you determined then to paſs your 

whole time betw ern Lucania f and 
Campzmniaf? Your anſwer, I ſuppole, 
will be, that the former is your native 
country; and the latter that of vour 
wite. "This, I admit, may juſtify a 
long abſence, but I cannot allow it as a 
reaſon for a perpetual one. But are you 
reſolved in good earneſt never to return 


to Rome, that theatre of dignities; pre- 


fermen!, and fociery of every fort? Are 
you obſtinately bent to live your own 
maſter, and fleep and riſe when you 


think proper? Will you never change 
vuur country drefs for the habit of the 


tywn, but ſpend your whole days unem- 


| barrafled by bufineſ<? It is time, how- 


ever, you ſhouldrey.ſi: ourſceneof hurry, 


* Union was much eſteemed ind preſcribe 
by the ancients. Celfus, who flourithed,it is jup- 
poſe-1,abon!t thistimeexprefly cecommends1t in 


the remiſſi nr acute Giltempers: ung! leniter»' 


gue pertraciarico pus,ttiam inacutis ef recent» 


' bus morhbis operte': in remiſſione tameny; Sc. 


Cl med. cd, Aimelov:en, p. $8, 

10 mprehen:ingthe Bikiicata, a province 
in the Kingdom ot Naples. 

I Now called Campania di Roma. 
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were it only that your rural pleaſures 
, may not grow languid by enjoyment; 
appear at the levees of the great, that 
you may enjoy the fame honour yourſelf 
with more ſatisfaction; and mix in our 
crowd, that you may have a Rronger re. 
liſh for the charms of ſolitude. Butam 
I] not imprudently retarding the friend [ 
would recall? it is theſe very circum- 
ſtances, perhaps, that induce you every 
day more and more to wrap yourſelf up 
in retirement., All however I mean to 
perſuade you to, is only to intermit, not 
renounce your repoſe, If I were to in- 
vite you to a feaſt, as 1 would blend 
diſhes of a ſharper taſte with thoſe of a 
more luſcious kind, inorder to raiſe the 
edge of your palate by the one, which 
had been flattened by the other; ſol noy 
adviſe you to enliven the ſmooth plea- 
ſures of life with thoſe of a quicker te- 
liſh. Farewel. 


LETTER LXXXIII. 
To Calphurnia ||. 
JT is incredible how impatiently I wif 


for your return; ſuch is the tender- 
neſs of my atteQion for you, and ſo un- 
accuſtomed am I to a ſeparation! I lie 
awake the greateſt part of the night in 
thinking of vou, and (to uſe a very 
common, but very true expreſſion) my 
feet carry me of their own accord to your 
apartment, at thoſe hours 1 uſed to viſit 
you; but not finding you there, I e- 
turn withas much ſorrow and diſappoint- 
ment as an excluded lover. The only 
intermiſſion my anxiety knows, is when 
I am engaged at the bar, and in the 
cauſes of my friends. Judge how wretched 
muſt his life be, who finds no repoſe but 
in buſineſs; no (conſolation but in 
crowd. Farewel. 


LETTER LXXXIV. 
| To Satut ninus. 


HOUGH LI had very lately made m 
acknowledgnents toour friend Prif- 

cus, yet, fince it was your defire, | witl- 
ingly repeated them again. It is vw" 
preat pleaſure I ſee fo much barmon? 
ſahſiſt Letween two ſuch. worthy men, 
hom I tenderly efteem, and that 500 
corfider cach other's friendſhip as the 
highel 


His wife. 


Set. II. ANC 1 


higheſt obligation. For he profeſſes alſo 
on his part to receive much happineſs 
from yours, and, with a very generous 
contention, endeavours to rival you in 
that recipracal affection, which time, I 
am perſuaded, will augment, | 


| regret that any buſineſs ſhould call 


you off from your ſtudies; however, 
when you ſhall have compromiſed (as you 
ſay you are upon the point of doing) one 
cauſe, and brought the other to a hear- 
ing, you will be at leiſure to enjoy the 
retirement of the country; and when you 
are ſatiated with that, we may hope for 
your return hither, Farewel. 


CETTER. LETEY. 
To Prifeus. 


TH frequent letters which I receive 
from Saturninus upon the ſubject of 
your favours to him, aftord me inexpreſ- 
üble ſatisfaction. May you go on as 
you began, and continue tocheriſh an af- 
ſection for ſo worthy a man, from whoſe 
friendſhip you will receive a ſtrong and 
laſting pleaſure. For as he is greatly 
diſtinguiſhed by every other virtue, fo 
particularly by his invariable attachment 
to his friends. Farewel. 


EETTER LESENT 
To Tuſcus. 


you deſire my ſentiments concerning 


the method of ſtudy you ſhould pur- 
ſue, in that retirement to which you have 
long ſince withdrawn. In the firſt place 
then, I look upon it as a very advan- 


tageous practice (and it is what many re- 


commend) totranſlate either from Greek 
into Latin, or from Latin into Greek. 
By this means you will furniſh yourſelf 
with noble and proper expreflions, with 
variety of beautiful figures, and an eaſe 
and itrength of ſtyle. Beſides, by imi- 
tating the moſt approved authors, you 
will end your imagination heated, and 
fall inſenhbly into a ſimilar turn of 
„though: at the ſame time that thoſe 
things which you may poſſibly have over- 
lovked in a common way of reading, 
cannot eſcape you in tranſlating : and 
ts method will open your underſtand- 


1 · and improve your judgment. It 


E N T. 
may not be amiſs after you have read an 
author, in order to make yourſelf maſler of 
his ſubject and argument, from his reader 


to turn, as it were, his rival, and at- 
tempt ſomething of your own in the fame 


mind 
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way ; and then make an impartial com- 
pariſon between your performance and 
his, in order to ſee in what points either 


you or he moſt happily ſucceeded, It 


will be a matter of very pleaſing congra- 
tulation to yourſelf, it you ſhall find in 
ſome things, that you have the advan- 
tage of him, as it will be a great mortifi- 
cation if he ſhould riſe above you in all. 
You may ſometimes venture in theſe little 


ellays, to try your ſtrength upon the moſt 
_ ſhiningpaſlages of a diſtiuguiſned author. 


The attempt, indeed, will be ſemerhing 
bold; but as it is a contention which 
paſſes in ſecret, it cannot be taxed with 
eſumption. Not but that we have ſeen 
initances of perſons, who have publicly 
entered this ſort of liſts with great ſuc- 


ceſs, and while they did not deſpair of 


overtaking, have gloriouſly advanced be- 
fore thoſe whom they thought it ſufficient 
hongur to follow. After you have thus 
finiſhed a compoſition, you may lay it 
aſide, till it is no longer freſh in your 
memory, and then take it up, in order 
to reviſe and correct it, You will find ſe- 
veral things to retain, but ſtil} more to 
rejet; you will add a new thought 
here, and alter another there. It isa 
laborious and tedious taſk, I own, thus 
to re-enflame the mind after the firſt 
heat is over, to recover an impulſe when 


its force has been checked and ſpent, in 


a word, to interweave new parts into the 
texture ofa compoſition, without diſturb- 
ing or confounding the original plan; 
but the advantage attending this method 
will overbalance the difficulty. I know | 
the bent of your preſent attention is di- 
rected towards the eloquence of the bar; 
but I would not for that reaſon adviſe 
vou never to = the ſtyle of diſpute and 
contention. As land is improved by 
ſowing it with various ſeeds, ſo is the 
exerciling it with different ſtu- 
dies. I would recommend it to you, 
therefore, ſometimes to ſingle out a fine 
paſſage of hiſtory ; ſometimes to exer- 
ciſe yourſelf in the epiftolary ſtyle, and 
ſometimes the poetical. For it frequently 
h ppens, that in pleading one has occa- 
ſton to make uſe not only of hiſtorical, but 
even poetical deſcriptions ; as bythe epi- 
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tolary manner of writing you will acquire 
a cloſe and eaſy expreſlion. It will be 
extremely proper alſo to unbend your 
mind with poetry: when 1 ſay fo, I do 


not mean that ſpecies of it which turns. 


upon fubjects of great length (for that 
is fit only for perſons of much leiſure), 


| bur thoſe little pieces of the epigramma- 


tic kind, which ſerve as proper reliefs T5, 
and are cvuliſtent with employments of 
every ſort. They commonly go under 
the title of Poetical Amuſements; but 
taneſe amuſements have ſometimes gained 
as much reputation to their authors, as 
works of a more feri0us nature. In this 


manner the greateſt men, as well as the 


greatelt orators, uſed either to exerciſe or 
amuſe themſelves, or rather indeed did 
both. It is ſurpriling how much the mind 


is entertained and enlivened by theſe. 
littie poetical compoſitions, as they turn 


upon tuvjects of gallantry, ſatire, ten- 
derneſs, politeneſs, and every thing, in 
ſhort, that concerns life and the affairs 
ot tne world, Beſides, the ſame ad van- 
tage attends theſe, as every other ſort of 


poems, that we turn from them to proſe 


with ſo much the more pleaſure, after 


having experienced the difficulty of be- 
ing conſtrained and fettered by numbers. 


And now, perhaps, I have troubled you 
upon this ſubject longer than you de- 
fired; however, there is one thing which 
I have omitted: I have not told you what 
kind of authors you ſhould read ; though 
indeed that was tufficiently implied when 
I mentioned what ſubjets I would re- 
commend for your compoſitions. You 
will remember, that the moſt approved 
writers of each ſort are to be carefully 


choſen; for, as it has been well ebſer- 


ved, though we ſhould read much, we 
„ ſhould not read many books *. Who 


* Thus the noble andpolite moraliſt, ſpeak ing 
of the iuffuence whichour reading has upon our 
taſte and manners, thinks it improper “ to call a 
« man well read, Who re ads many authors; ſince 
« he muſtof neceſſiiy have more ill models than 
te good; and be more luffed with bombaſt, ill 
« tancy, and wry thought, than filled with ſolid 
& ſenſe and juit imagination.“ [ Character. v. 1. 
142] When the Gothsover-ran Greece,the l- 
braricse[capedtheirdeſtruction,byanotionwhich 
tome of ther leadeis induſtrioufly propagated 
among them, that it would be nie for their 


1ntcrelt loicave thole polis untoucted twotherr 


enemies; as bring proper- to enervate ther 
minds, and Emule them with vain and idle 
ſ-eculations. Tru-h perbaps has been lets 4 
gaine: by this uUltiphcug of bobs, than egi, 
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thoſe authors are, is ſo clearly ſettled, 
and ſo generally known, that I need not 
point them out to you; beſides, I haye 
already extended this letter to ſuch an 
immoderate length, that I have inter- 
rupted, I fear, too long thoſe ſtudies [ 
have been recommending, I will here 
reſign you therefore to your, papers, 
which you will now reſume; and either 
purſue the ſtudies you were before en- 
gaged in, or enter upon ſome of thoſe 
which I have adviſed, Fare el. 


LETTER LXXXVIL 
To Saturninus. 


you aſk me how I ſpend my time? 

You know hew much of it is diſpoſed 
in the buſineſs of my poſt; what remains 
I devote to the ſervice of my friends, 
and ſometimes to my books ; an em- 
ployment which, though I will not ven- 
ture to affirm it would be better, I am 


ſure it would be happier, if I could ſay 
not only ſometimes, but altogether en- 


gages me. I ſhould be concerned to 
hear, that yours are of the ſort which 
are leaſt agreeable to you, if I did not 
know you are buſied in the nobleſt offices; 
as nothing can be more worthy of ap- 
plauſe, thanto be active in the intereſt of 
one's country and one's friends, 

I was well perſuaded the company of 
our friend Priſcus would be extremely 
agreeable to you, as I know the ſimpli- 
City, innocence, and politeneſs of his man- 


ners: but I had ot to learn (what I had 


aad it may be a queſtion, whether the excellent 
models which have been delivered down to us 
from antiquity, together with thoſe few which 
modern times have produced, by any means ba- 
lance the had weight which muſt be 
thrown into the oppoſite ſcale of writers. The 
truth is, though we may be learned by other 
men's reflections, wile we can only be by our 
on: and the maxim hererecommended byPliny 
would well deſerve the attention of theſtud:ous, 
though noother inconvenienceattended the read- 
ing of many books, than that whichSir William 


Temple apprehends. from it: the leſſening ihe 


force and giowth of a man's own genius For 
may be juſtiy doubted, with (hat ingenious au- 


' thor, M hether the weight and number vi 10 ma- 
ny othet men's thoughts and notion MAY not 


*- lupprels his vwn,or hinder the motion or: 28 
tatiou of thein, from which all iaventionarl. er, 
** a+ heapiag en wood, ui too many ticks, vi 
too Cloie together, lupprefſes, and ſotmcetiqme, 
quite extinguilhes a litile ſpark, that would 
ot iwie have grown up a noble ame 
KA-, vp Learuiogy y. 138. : 
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the pleaſure to be informed of by your thoſe very books which the ſenate, over- 
letter) that he ſo obligingly remembers awed by the tyranny of the times, had 
the ſervices 1 have done him. Farewel, ordered to be ſuppreſſed, and at the ſame 
4 a time the effects of the author to be con- 
| fiſcated ; and took with her as the com- 
LETTER LXXXVIII. panions of her exile, what had been the 
| cauſe of it. How plealing is her conver- 
To Priſcus, ſation, how . polite her addreſs, and 
| (which ſeldom unites in the ſame cha- 
| AM _— afflicted at the ill ſtate of racer) how venerable is ſhe as well as 
health of my friend Fannia, which ſhe amiable! She will hereafter, I am well 
contracted during her attendance on Ju- perſuaded, be pointed out as a model to 
nia, one of the Veſtal virgins. She en- all wives; and perhaps be eſteemed wor- 
gaged in this good office at firſt volunta- thy to be ſet forth as an example of forti- 
rily, Junia being her relation; as ſhe tude even to our ſex; fince, while yet 
was afterwards appointed to it by an or= we have the pleaſure of ſeeing and con- 
der from the college of Prieſts: tor theſe verſing with her, we contemplate her 
virgins, when any indiſpoſition makes it with the ſame admiration as thoſe he- 
neceſſary to remove them from the tem- roines who are celebrated in ancient 
ple of Veſta, are always delivered tothe ftory. For myſelf, I confeſs I cannot but 
care and cuſtody of ſome venerable ma- tremble for this illuſtrious houſe, which 
tron, It was her aſſiduity in the execu- ſeemsſhakento its very foundations, and 
tion of this charge that occaſioned her ready to fall into ruins with her: for 
preſent diſorder, which is a continual fe though ſhe will leave deſcendants behind 
ver, attended with a cough that increaſes her, yet what a height of virtue muſt 
daily. She is extremely emaciated, and they attain, what glorious ations muſt 
ſeems in a total decay ofevery thing but they perform, ere the world will be per- 
- gow ; thoſe indeed ſhe preſervesin their ſuaded that this excellent woman was not 
ull vigour; and in a manner worthy the the laſt of her family! It is an aggra- 
wife of Helvidius, and the daughter of vating circumſtance of atfliftion to me, 
Thraſea. In all the reſt ſhe is ſo greatly that by her death I ſeem to loſe a ſecond 
impaired, that 1,am more than appre- time her mother; that worthy mother 
henſive upon herlaccount; I am deeply (and what can ſay higher in her praiſe?) 
afflicted. 1 grieve, my friend, tbat G of ſo amiable a perſon! who, as ſhe was 
excellent a woman is going to be removed . reſtored to me in her daughter, ſo ſhe 
from the eyes of the world, which will will now again be taken from me, and 
never, perhaps, again behold her equal. the loſs of Fannia will thus pierce my 


_— ” ww 


How conſummate is her virtue, her piety, heart at once with a fye{b ſtab, and at the 
; her wiſdom, her courage! She twice ſame time tear open a former wound, I 
\ followed her huſband into exile, and loved and honoured them both ſo highly, 
. once was baniſhed herſelf upon his ac- that I knew not which had the greateſt 
e count, For Senecio, when he was tried ſhare of my eſteem and affect on; a point 
4 for writing the life of Helvidius, having they deſired might ever remain undeter- 
: laid in his defence that he compoſed that mined, In their proſperity and their ad- 
work at the requeſt of Fannia; Metius verſity 1 did them every good office in 
4 Carus, with a ſtern and threatening air, my power, and was their comforter in 
alked her whether it was true? She ac- exile, as well as their avenger at their“ 
f knowledged it was: and when he farther return. But I have not yet paid them 
5 queſtioned her, whether ſhe ſupplied him what I owe, and am fo much the more 
f likewiſe with materials for that purpoſe, ſolicitous for the recovery of this lady, 
j- and whether her mother was rivyto this that I may have timetoacquit whatis due 
1 tranſaction? ſhe boldly confelſed the for- from me to her. Such is the anxiety un- 
It mer, but abſolutely denied the latter, In der which I write this letter! But if 
þ ort, throughout her whole examination ſome friendly power ſhould happily give 
6 not a word eſcaped her that betrayed the me occaſion toexchange it for ſentiments 
LE eaſl emotion of fear. On the contrary, of joy, I ſhall not complain of the alarms 
wk ne had the courage to preſerve a copy of I uow ſuffer. Fare wel. | 
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of particular friendſhip to either of us) 


LETTER LXXXIX. 
To Tacitus, | 


I HAVE peruſed your book with all the 
attention 1 was maſter of, and have 
marked the paſſages | think ſhould be al- 
tered, and thoſe which I am of opinion 
ought intirely to be thrown out. It is as 
habitual to me to ſpeak truth, as it is 
agreeable to you to hear it, and indeed 
none are more patient of cenſure, than 
thoſe who have the beſt claim to applauſe. 
1 now expect in return, your obſervations 
upon the treatiſe of mine which I ſent 
you. How agreeable, how noble is fuch 
a commerce! and how am I pleaſed with 
the thought, that poſterity, if it mall at 


all concern itſelf with us, will notceaſe to 


mention with what harmony, what free- 
dom, what fidelity we lived together! 
It will be an inſtance as remarkable, as 
it is uncommon, that two perſons nearly 
of the ſame age and rank, and of ſome 
character in the republic of letters (foc 
fince | join myſelf with you, I am ob- 
liged to ſpeak of your merit withreſerve), 
ſhould thus mutually aſſiſt and promote 
each other's ſtudies, When I was a very 
young man, and you in the prime of 
your glory and reputation, I endeavoured 
to follow your ſteps, and was deſirous to 
be confideredas next in character to you, 


But next with many a length between ! 


And though there were, at that time, 
many celebrated geniuſes in Rome, yet 
you, of all others, appeared to me, not 
only n:oft worthy to be uiy model, but, 
from a ſimilitude of our diſpoſitions. moſt 
eaſy to my imitation. It is particularly 
agreeable to me therefore to/find, that in 
all companies where learning is the topic 
of converſation, wearealways mentioned 
together, and that my name immedi- 
ately follows yours. It is true, there 
are ſome who prefer you to me, as others, 
on the contrary, give me the advantage; 
but I am little ſolicitous in what order 
we are placed, ſo that we ſtand united; 
for in my eſtimation, whoever 1s next 
to you muſt be before every body elſe. 
Vou even fee in wills * (unleſs in the caſe 


t was the peculiar cuſtom of Rome, for 
the clients and dependents of families, to be- 


« queath at their death to their pations ſome 


4 confidcrable part of their eftates, as the moſt 
* effectua! teſtimon of their reſpect and gra- 


we are always equally conſidered, and 
that the legacies bequeathed to us are 
generally the ſame, both in number and 
value. Since therefore we are thus eloſely 
linked together by a ſimilitude of ſtudies, 
manners, reputation, and even by thoſe 
laſt inſtances of human judgment, ſhould 
it not mutually tend to enflame us with 
the moſt ardent affection? Fare wel. 


r 
. To Falco. 


yor will not wonder I ſo ſtrongly 

preſſed you to. confer the tribunate 
upon my friend, when you ſhall be in- 
formed who and what he is; and as you 
have complied with my requeſt,” I may 
now acquaint you with his name and cha- 
rater, It is Cornelius Minutianus, who 
both in rank and virtue is the ornament 
of that proyince to which I owe my birth, 
His family and fortune are noble, and 
yet he purſues his ſtudies with as much 
application, as if the neceſſity of his cir- 
cumſtances required it. He is a moſt up- 
right judge, a moſt ftrenuous adyocate, a 
moſt f:ithful friend. You will look upon 
the obligation as done to yourſelf, when 
you ſhall have an opportunity of taking 
a nearer view of this excellent perſon, 
who (not to ſpeak in tos lofty terms of 
ſo medeſt a man) is equal to all honours 
and titles that can be conferred upon 
him. Farewel. 


LETTER AXCl. 
| To Rufus. 
WHAT numbers of learned men does 


modeſty conceal, or love of eaſe with- 
draw from the notice of the world! and 


« titude: and the more a man received in this 
„ay, the more it redeunded to his credit. 
Thus Cicero mentions it to the honour ot 
Lucullus, that while be governed Aſia #4 
« proconſul, mary great eſtaies were left 90 
bim by will. And Nepos tells us, in praiſe of 
Atticus, that he ſueceeded to many inher!- 
4* tances of the ſame kind, bequeathed to bim 
© on no other account, than of bis friendly 200 
© 2miable temper. Cicero, when he was falle- 
* ly reproachei by Antony, with being geg 
* leted on thele occaſions, declared in hu 
* reply, that he had gained from this ſingle, 
** anticle, about two hundred thouſand pounds. 
M.a&eton's Lite of Tully, vol. ti. 514. Ni 
yet 
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yet when we are going to ſpeak or recite 
in public, it is the judgment only of 
oftentatioustalents which we ſtand in awe 


| of: whereas in truth, thoſe who ſilently 


cultivate the ſciences have ſo much a 
higher claim to regard, as they pay a 
calm veneration to whatever is great in 


works of genius: an obſervation which 


I give you upon experience. Terentius 
Junior having paſſed through the military 
offices ſuitable to a perſon of equeſtrian 


| rank, and executed with great integrity 


the polt of receiver-general of the reve- 


| nues in Narbonenſian Gaul &, retired to 


his eſtate, preferring the enjoyment of 
an uninterrupted tranquility, to thoſe 


| honours which his ſervices had merited, 
| He invited me lately to his houſe, where, 


looking upon him only as a worthy maſ- 
terof a family, and an induſtrious far- 
mer, I ſtarted ſuch topics of converſa- 


tion in which I imagined he was moſt 
| verſed. But he ſoon turned the diſcourſe, 
| and with a great fund of knowledge en- 
| tered upon points of apt 


With 


| what elegarce did he expheſs himſelf i 


Latin and Greek! for he i\ ſo perfect! 
well ſkilled in both, that whichever he 


| ules, ſeems to be the language wherein 


he particularly excels, How extenſive is 


hisreading ! how tenacious his memory ! 


You would not imagine him the inhabi- 


| tant of a country village, but of polite 
| Athens herſelf. 
tion has increaſed my ſolicitude concern- 
ing my works, and taught me to fear the 
judgment of theſe retired country gentle 
men, as much as thoſe of more known 
and conſpicuous learning. And let me 
per ſuade you to conſider them in the ſame 
| light : for, believe me, upon a careful 
| obſervation, you will often p 


In ſhort, his converſa- 


find in the li- 
terary as well as military world, moſt 


| formidable abilities concealed under a 


verrunpromiſing appearance. Farewel, 


LETTER TON. 
To Maximus. 


; . £ 
HE lingering diſorder of a friend of 
mine gave me occaſion lately to re- 
llect tliat we are never ſo virtuousas when 


One of the fourprincipaldiviſions of ancient 
Caultit extended fromthe Pyrenæan mountains, 
which ſeparate France ftom Spain, to the Alpe, 
which divide it from Italy, and comprehended 


| Languedoc, Provence, Dauphipy, and Savoy. 


! 
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oppreſſed with ſickneſs. Where is the 
man who, under the pain of any diſtem- 
per, is either ſolicited by avarice or en- 
flamed with luſt ?- At ſuch a ſeaſon he is 
neither a flaye'of love, nor the fool of 
ambition; he looks with inditterence 
upon the charms of wealth, and is con- 
tented with ever ſo ſmall a portion of it, 
as being upon the point of leaving even 
that little. It is then he recollects there 
are Gods, and that he himſelf is but a 
man: no mortal is then the object of his 
envy, his admiration, or his contempt; 
and the reports of ſlander neither raiſe 
his attention nor feed his curiolity : his 
imagination is wholly employed upon 
baths and fountains +. Theſe are the 
ſubjects of his cares and wiſhes, while he 
reſolves, if he ſhould recover, to paſs the 
remainder of his days in eaſe and tran- 
quility, that is, in innocence and happi- 
neſs, I may therefore lay down to you 
and myſelf a ſhort rule, which the phi- 
loſophers have endeavoured to inculcate 
at the expence of many words, andeven 
any volumes ; that ** we ſhould prac- 
* tiſe in health thoſe reſolutions we 
form in ſickneſs,” Farewel. 


— 0 


rr 
To Septitius. 


HERE are, it ſeems, who have con- 
demned me to you, as being upon 
all occaſions too laviſh in commendation 
of my friends. I - acknowledge the 
charge, and glory in it too, for can there 
be a nobler error than an exceſs of bene- 
volence ? But ſtill, who are thefe, let 
me aſk, that are better acquainted with 
my friends than I am myſelf? Yet grant 
there are any ſuch, why will they deny 
me ſo pleaſing a miſtake ? For ſdppoſing 
my friends deſerve not the high enco- 
miums I give them, certainly I am hap- 
Py in believing they do. Let ther re- 
comment then this ungenerous ſtrictneſs 
to thoſe (and their number is not ineon- 
ſiderable) who imagine they ſhew their 
judgment when they indulge their cen- 
ſure. As for — thay will never be 
able to perſuademe I can be guilty of an 
exceſs in friendſhip. _ Farewel, 


lt is probable that fevers were the peculiar 
diſtemperot Rome, as Pliny,in his general allu- 
ſions to diforders of the body, ſeems always to 
conſider them of the inflammatory kiad, 
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LETTER XCIV. 
To Genitor. 


AM extremely concerned that you 
have loſt your pupil, a youth, as your 
letter aſſures me, of ſuch great hopes. 
Can I want to be informed, that his fick- 
neſs and death muſthave interrupted your 
ſtudies, knowing, as I da, with what ex- 
actneſs you fill up every duty of life, and 
how unlimited your affection is to all 
thoſe to whom yougive your elteem ? As 
for myſelf, buſineſs purſues me even 
hither, and 1 am not out of the reach of 
people who oblige me to act either as 
their judge or their arbitrator. To this 
I mult add, not only the continual com- 
pflaints of the farmers, who claim a ſort 
of preſcription to try my patience as they 


pleaſe; but the neceſſity of letting out 


my farms: an affair which gives me 
much trouble, as it is exceedingly diſticult 
to find out proper tenants. . For theſe 
reaſons I can only ſtudy by ſnatches ; ſtil 
however I ſtudy. I ſometimes read, and 
ſometimes I compoſe; but my reading 
teaches me, by a very mortifying compa- 
riſon, with what ill ſucceſs I attempt to 
be an author myſelf. Though indeed 
you give megreat encouragement, when 
you compare the piece | wrote in vindi- 
cation of {lelvidius, to the oration of 
Demolihenes agkintt Midias. I confeſs 
I had, that harangue in my view when I 
compoſed mine; not that I pretend to 
rival it (that would be an abſurd and 
madattempt indeed), but I endeavoured, 
I own, to imitate it, as far as the differ- 
ence of our ſubje&s would admit, and as 
nearly as a genius of the loweſt rank can 
copy one of the higheſt. Farewel, 


LET TER:ACY. 
g To Cornutus. | 


Lauvivs Pollio is extremely deſi— 

rous of your fciendſhip, and he de- 
' ſerves it not only for'that reaſon, but be- 
cauſe he gives you his; as few ever re- 
quire the one, without returning the 
other, He is an upright, honeſt, Boci- 
ratuced man, and modeſt, I bad almoſt 


ſaid, beyond meaſure; if indeed it is 
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poſſible to be ſo. We ſerved in the ar. 
my together, where he commanded à 
troop of horſe, and I had an opportunity 
of taking a nearer view of his character, 
than merely what his being my felloy 
othcer gave me. 1 was appointed by the 
lieutenant-general to examine the ac. 
counts of the ſeveral companies, and as 
I diſcovered many inſtances of groſs ava. 
rice and neglect of duty in. ſome, ſol 
found the higheſt integrity and exaGte( 
care in him. He was by Sowa pro- 
moted to very conſiderable employments 
in the management of the revenue, yet 
no temptations could turn aſide the in- 
nate bias of his ſoul from honeſty, no 
proſperity ſwell his breaſt, but he pre- 
ſerved, inall the variety of poſts through 
which he paſſed, an unbroken reputation 
of humanity; as he ſupported the toil 
of buſineſs with the fe fortitude of 
mind he now diſcovers in his retreat, He 
once indeed quitted his retirement for a 
ſhort time, with great applauſe, being 


called by my worthy friend Corellius to | 


his aſſiſtance, in purchaſing and dividing 
out thoſe lands which were given by the 
liberality of the emperor Nerva *. And 
could there be any thing more to his ho- 
nour, than to be thus particularly ſingled 
out from ſo many others, by a perſon of 
ſo eminent a character? You may judge 
how faithfully he reveres the ſacred ties 
of friendſhip, by caſting your eyes upon 
the laſt wills of ſeveral of his friends, par- 
ticularly that of Muſonius Baſſus, a per- 
ſon of diſtinguiſned ſenſe. Pollio (as he 
cultivates eloquence as xellas every other 
valuable endowment) has very gratefully 
endeavoured to perpetuate and extend 
the memory of Baſſus, by publiſhing an 
account of his life; a circumſtance too 
uncommon, as, well as too generous, not 
to be applauded, - ſince the generality ef 
the world ſeldom mention the dead, un- 
leſs to revile them. Receive then this 
worthy man, greatly defirous (believe me) 
of your friendſhip, with the embraces 0! 
the warmeſt affection, and even 1nvit? 
himto acceptof it as what you owe him; 
for he who makes the firſt amicabe 
advances, cannot ſo properly be ſaid to 
merit a fayour, as a reward. Fare! 


_*Netyareſtoredtothe Romans alltbat Dom- 
tian had plundered them of, and gavea vet) lage 
ſum of money to be laid out in the purchate® 
lands for the ſupport of decayed {amilies, 


* 
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LETTER XCVI. 
70 3 | 


AMextremely glad that the arrival of 
my friend Tiro was acceptable to you. 
But above all I rejoice that you made uſe 
(as your letter — me) of the oppor- 
tunity which the preſence of the procon- 
ſul atforded you, of manumizing ſeveral 
of your ſlaves. For as I wiſh to ſee our 
country improved by every poſſible me- 
thod, ſo particularly by an increafe of 
citizens; as that, of all others, is the 
ſtrongeſt ornament a community can re- 
ceive. I am pleaſedtoo (not out of a ſpirit 
of vanity, however I confeſs Lam pleaſed) 
with what, you farther add, that both 
you and I were highly extolled, in the 
acknowledgments which were made upon 
this occaſion; for as Xenophon obſerves, 
the voice of praiſe is ſweet:” eſpe- 
cially when wethink we deſerve it, Fare- 
wel, 


LETTER XCVIL 


To Tacitus. 
; - 

STRONGLY preſage (and I am per- 
ſuaded I ſhall not be deceived) that 
Your hiſtories will be immortal. I inge- 
nuoufly own, thereſore, I ſo much the more 
tarneſtly with to find a place in them. If 
we are generally careful to have our faces 
taken by the beſt artiſts, ought we not to 
deſire that our actions may be celebrated 
by an author of your diſtinguiſhed cha- 
rater? In view to this, I acquaint you 
vi the following affair, which though 
cannot have eſcaped your attention, as 
es mentiqned in the journals of the pub- 
tic, (till 1 uaint you With it, that you 
man be more ſtnfible how agrees ble it 
wal de to me, that this action, greatly 
Shrened by the hazard which attended 
. mould receive an additional tiftretrom 
e deteimony of 10 bright a gcntus., The 
denne apnoinmed Herenm} Genecio, und 


Yyra 4-0 ,,t 
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it, counſel for the province of Buti- 


A, in their proſecution of Dugvius lala. 


Mle was condemned, and the hduſe dar- 


dered his effects to be ſeized into the 


hands of the public officer. Shortly af- 

ter, Senecio having learnt that the con- 

als intended to ſit to hear petitions, came 
. 2 5 
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to me, and propoſed that we ſhould go 


with Sreat good ſenſe, 


together, aud addreſs them with the ſame 
unanimity we executed the office which 
had been enjoined us, that they would 
not ſuffer Maſla's effects to be diſſipated 
by thoſe who were appointed to preſerve 
them. I anſwered, that as we had been 
counſel in this cauſe by order of the ſe: 
nate, I would recommend it to his conſi- 
deration, whether it would be proper for 
us, after ſentence had paſled, to inter- 
meddle any farther. © You are at liber- 
ty,“ ſaid he,“ to preſcribe what bounds 
you pleaſe to yourſelf, who have no 
particular connections with the pro- 
vince, except what ariſe from your 
late ſervices to them; but it is not fo 
with me, who was born there, and 
enjoyed the poſt of Quæſtor among 
© them,” If ſuch, I told him, was his 
determined reſolution, I was ready to 
attend him, that whatever reſentment : 
thould be the conſequence of this affair, 
it might not fall ſingly upon himſelf. Ac- 
cordingly we went to the conſuls, where 
Senecio ſpoke what he thought proper 
upon the occaſion, to which I ſubjoined 
a few words on my part. We had ſcarce 
ended, when Malla, complaining that 
Senecio had not acted againſt him with 
the fidelity of an advocate, but the bit- 
terneſs of an enemy, deſired he might be 
at liberty to proſecute him for treaſon. 
The whole aſſembly was ſtruck with the 
utmoſt conſternation and horror at this 
motion. I immediately roſe up; ** Mo 
© noble conſuls,” ſaid I, © Iam afraid it 
* ſhould ſeem that Maſſa has tacitly 
* charged me with having favoured him 
in this cauſe, ſince he did not think 
proper to join me in the deſired proſe- 
* cution.” This ſhort ſpeech was ex- 
tremely well received by thoſe who were 
preſent; as it ſoon afterwards got air, 
and was mentioned by every body with 
general applauſe, The late emperor 
Nerva (who though at that time in a pri- 
vate ftation, yet gave attention to every 
worthy action which pailed in public) 
wrote a letter to me upon the occaſion 
wherein he not 
only congratulated me, but tne age, 
winch had produced an example ſo much 
in the ſpirit (as he was pleaſed to call it) 
of the ancients, _ But, whatever it be, it 
is in your power to heighten and ſpread 
the luſtre of it: though far am I from 
deſiring you would in the leaſt exceed the 
bounds of reality, Hiſtory ought to be 
2 3 guided 
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guided by ſtrict truth, and 1 
require nothing more. Farewel. 


LETTER XVIII. 
To Shins. 


1 72 


five, and ſo poetical ? a ſubiect, which 
while it has all the marvellous of tiQtion, 
has all the ſolidity of truth. You will 
ſing of rivers taught to flow in new chan. 
nels ; of bridges thrown over immenſe 
ri vers I: of encampments upon the dread- 
| ful ſteep of craggy mountains: and of a 
] HADagood journey hither, excepting mighty king ſuperivr to adverſity, 
only that ſome of my ſervants were diſ-- though forced to abandon his crown, and 
ordered by the violent heats. . Poor En- even his life $. You will defcribe too, the 


colpius, my reader *, whoſe aſhſlance is 
of ſuch ſeryice to me in my ſtudies and 
amuſements, was ſo affected with the duſt, 
that it occaſioned his ſpitting of blood: 
an accident which will prove as unfortu- 
nate to me, as to himſelf, ſhould he be 
thereby rendered unfit for thoſe purpoſes 
of literature in which he ſo greatly excels. 
If that ſhould unhappily be the event, 
where ſhall.l find one who will read my 
works with ſo much ſpirit and harmony, 


But the gods ſeem to favour our better 
hopes, as his bleeding is ſtopped, and 

his pain abated. He is himſelf extremely 
ö temperate; as no care or concern is 
wanting either on our parts or his phy- 
ſician's. This, with the wholeſomeneſs 
of the air, and the quief of gętirement, 
gives us reaſon to expect, that the coun- 
try will contribute as much to his health, 
as to his repoſe. Farewel. 


LETTER XCIX. 
5 | 
To Caninius. 
I GREATLY approve your deſign ef 
writing a poem upon the Dacian war+þ: 
for where could you have choſen a ſub- 


ject ſo new, ſo full of events, ſo exten- 


® Perſons of rank and literature among the 


tained 1! 2 
whole ſole bulinets was to read to them. 


oradmire them with ſo much fondnel: 2? - 


Romans retained in their families a domeſtic « 


glorious victor's double triumph, one of 
which was the firſt that was ever gained 
over that nation, till then unſubdued, az 
the other will be the laſt. There is one 
difficulty however, and a very confidera- 
ble one it is, where to find expreſſions 
equal to the grandeur of the ſubject; a 
difficulty which ſeems almoſt inſuperable 
even to youreleyated genius, though ca- 
pable of riſing to the moſt ſublime ſub- 
jets. Something too there will be of 
labour in reconciling thoſe barbarous and 
uncouth names, eſpecially that of the 
king |] himſelf, to the harmony of Gre- 
cian number, There is nothing, how- 
ever, ſo hard that art and induſtry can- 
not, at leaſt, mitigate, if not abſolutely 
ſubdue. If Homer is allowed to con trad 


lu isprobablePliny here alludes to the famou' 
bridge built by Trajan over the river Danube: 
in the upper Mceha, that laſt flight, as Sir Wil- 
liam Temple calls it, of ancient architeQure. 
„elt is ſtyled by the ancients, the moſt ſtately 
fabric of that nature in the naiverſe. It wa 
all of ſquare ſtone, and contained 20 nar 
++ each of them 120 feet above the foundatio#, 


s and so feet in breadth, all diſtinct from each 


other 170 feet. It was built where the river 
was narroweſt, and conſequently where the 
© ſtream was ſtrongeſt and moſt rapid; which 
« renders the fabric ſtill more ſtupendous, on 


<« account of the aſmoſt inſurmountable difi- | 


«culties they muſt have met with in laying fe 
„large a foundation. The architect emplzyed 
upon this occaſion, was one Apollodorus* 
** Damaſcus, whoy it ſeems, left a deſcription 


+ Dacia comprehended part of the preſent . of this great work. We are told that ſome te- 
kingdom of Hungary, together with part of „mains are ſtill to be ſeen of it near Zeveri®, 
Tranfilvania, Servia, 2 Moldavia, „in Lower Hungary.— Adrian, fearing the 
It was firſt ſubdued and added to the Roman „ Barbarians might make uſe of it to invade the 
empire by Trajan, in memory of whoſe victories Roman territories» broke down the arches; 
over this nation, the famous pillaris ſuppoſed to © but the piers were ſtillſtan ding in Dion Ca- 
| have been erected, called Trajan's pillar, „ fias's time t is, 120 years after, thou 
which is ſtill to be ſeen entire at Rome. It is * they ſerved only to ſhew, ſays the wilt" 
128 Italian feet high, to the top of which you © the utmoſt extent of human power, This tos 
aſcend by 184 ſteps, which wind round the in- pendous fabric was begun and ended p 4 
fide. The outſide is carved in baſſo relievo, ju mmer.“ Univerſ. Hiſt. v. 6. p. 14. 
with the repreſentation of the moſt remark- Y Decebalus, king of the Dacians,whoyrathe! 
able circumſtances of this expedition. [Bartoli than fa l int» the hands of the conqueror, or e 
colonna Traj.] Arter the death of Trajan, in dependence, put an end to his own lie: 
bis aſhes were, placed, as ſome authors ſay, in || FromhenceCatanzus conjectures, upon the 

a golden ball on the top of this noble pillar: credit of Orofius, that the true name of the K 
dut Eutropius affirms they were depoſited was Diurpaneus, which was afterwards change! 
under it, Eutrop. l. 8, e. 8. | by the Greek aud Latin writers, to Decebolt: 
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or lengthen, or change even Grecian 

names, which are nothing harſh to the 

ear, in order to make them run more 
{noothly in his verſe; why ſhould the 

{ame liberty be refuſed-to you, eſpecially 
ſince it is neceſſity and not aftecation 
that pleads for that indulgence ? Come 

on then, my friend, and after having, as 
poets are Wont, invoked the gods, and 
imong the reſt that divine hero * whoſe 
mighty deeds and deep counſels you are 
going to celebrate, looſen all your cord- 
ge, ſpread every fail, and then, if ever, 
launch forth with the full flow of your 
unbounded genius for you muſt allow 
me to be poetical, when I am talking 
to a poet. And now I inſiſt that you 
ſend me every part, as ſoon as it has re- 
ceived your laſt finiſhing touches; and 
exen before, while it is only a rude 
ketch, and yet in embryo. You will 
tell me, that a detached piece canndt 
pleaſe, like one entire deſign, noran un- 
finiſhed plan be as agreeable as a com- 
plete performance. I am very ſenſible it 
cannot, and therefore ſhall conſider it 
only as a work in its firſt rudiments, as a 
ſeparate and disJoined member; and ſhall 
faithfully lay it up in my ſcrutore to wait 
rour laſt hand, Indulge me then with 
tis inſtance, above others, of your affec- 
jon, that you ſuffer me to be privy to 
what you would chuſe to conceal even 
from every body. In a word, though 
the more time and caution you taks in 
communicating your works, the more 
polſibly it may heighten my eſteem and 
approbation of the poet, yet the leſs you 
vſe of either uponthis occaſion, the more 
| hall certainly *love and applaud the 
iciend, Farewel. 


LETTER C. 
To Geminius. 


OU friend Macrinus is pierced fwith 
the ſevereſt affliction. He has loſt 
I wife! a lady whoſe uncommon vir- 
ties would have rendered her an orna- 
ment. even to ancient times. He lived 
with her thirty-nine years in the molt 
uninterupted harmony. How reſpeaful 
was her behaviour to him ! and how did 
ſhe herſelf deſerve the higheſt veneration, 


2 he blended and united in her charac- 


Trajan. 
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ter all thoſe amiable virtues that adorn 
and diſtinguiſh the different periods of 
female life | It ſhould, methinks, afford 
great conſolation to Macrinus, that he 
has thus long enjoyed ſo — a bleſſ- 
ing; but that reflection ſeems only fo 
much the more to imbitter his loſs z as 
indeed the painof parting with our hap- 
pineſs ſtill riſes in proportion to the length 
of its continuance, I cannot therefore 
but be greatly anxious for ſo valuable a 
friend, till this wound to his peace ſhall 
be in a condition to admit of proper ap- 
plications. Time, however, together 
with the neceſſity of the thing, and even 
a ſatiety of grief itſelf, will beſt effect his 
cure. Fare wel. 


EETTER i. 


* 
To Tacitus. 
WIEN you ſent me your treatiſe, it 


was not (as you were pleaſed to ſay 
yourſelf) as one maſter or diſciple would 


communicate his works to another, but 


with the condeſcenſion of a, preceptor to 
his ſcholar ; tas in that relation I muſt 
conſider myſelf to you. Accordingly 
you ſummon me to my ſtudies, whilit 1 
am playing the truant and prolonging 
the Saturnalian holidays. Tell me now, 
could I have made you a more ſtiff and 
awkward compliment, orgivena ſtronger 
ou that Lam ſo far from deſerving to 
your inſtructor, that lam not even 
worthy to be your pupil? However, I 
will take upon myſelf the character you 
have inveſted me with, and exert the 
authority you have given me 2 
book; and with ſo much the more fi 
dom, as | have nothing to ſend you of 
my own in return, upon which you may 
take your revenge. Farewel. | 


EET TIER GIL 
To Romanus. 


HE you ever ſeen the ſource of the 


river Clitumnus  ? as I never heard 


Now called Cl'tumno: it riſes a little below 
the village of Campello in Ombria. The jaha- 
bitants near this river ſtill retain a notien thatits 
waters are attended with a ſupernatural property. 
imagining it makes the cattle white that drink of 
it; quality for which it is likewiſe celebrated by 
many of the Latin Poets. See Addiſon's Travels. 

| you 


ee 
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you mention it, I imagine not; let me 
therefore adviſe you to do ſo immediately. 
It is but lately indeed I had that pleaſure, 
and I condemn myſelf for not having ſeen 
it ſooner. At the foot of a little hill, 


covered with venerable and ſhady cypreſs 


trees, a ſpring iſſues out, which guſhing 


in different and unequal fireams, forms 


itſelf, after ſeveral windings, into a ſpa- 
cious baſon, ſo extremely clear that you 


may ſee the pebbles and the little pieces 


of money which are thrown into it *, as 
they lie at the bottom. From thence it 
is carried off not ſo much by the declivity 
of the ground, as by its own ſtrength and 
fulneſs. It is navigable almoſt as ſoon as 
it has quitted its ſource, and wide enough 
to admit a free paſlage for veſſels to paſs 
by each other, as they (ail with or againlt 
the ſtream. The current runs ſo ſtrong, 
though the ground is level, that the large 
barges which go down the river have no 
occalion to make uſe of their dars; while 
thoſe which aſcend find it diſficult to ad- 
vance, even with the aſſiſtance of oars and 
poles; and this viciſſitude of labour and 
eale is exceedingly amuſing when one 
fails up and down merely for pleaſure, 


The banks on each fide are ſhaded with 


the verdure of great numbers of aſh aud 


_ Poplar trees, as clearly and diſtinctly ſeen 


in the ſtream, as if they were actually 
ſunk in it. The water is cold as ſnow, 
and as white too. 
cient and venerable temple, wherein is 
placed the river god Clitumnus, clothed 
in a robe, whoſe immediate preſence the 


prophetic oracles here delivered ſuffi- 


ciently teſtify. Several little chapels are 
ſcattered round, dedicated to particular 
gods diſtinguiſhed by different names, 
and fome of them too preſiding over dit- 
terent fountains. For, beſides the prin- 
cipal one, which is as it were the parent 


of all the reſt; there are ſevefal other 


*The heads of confiderablerivers, hot ſprings, 
large bodies of ſt nding water, &c. were eſteem- 
ed holy among the Romans. and cultivate with 
religious ceremonies. Magnet um fluminum(ſays 


Seneca) capita reveremur ; ſubita et ex ite 


vaſti amnis eruplio aras habeticoluntur aquarum 
colentium fentes, et flay 12 guedamyvel efac'tai, 
ve li u menſa altitude ſacravit. Ep. 41. It was cul- 
tomary to throw Iitleyieces of m-ney int 
ſourtains,Jakes,Sc. Which had the reputation of 


- being ſacred, as a mark of venerat'on oi thofe 


places, and torender the preſiding deitiespropitt- 
ous. Suctonius mentions this praQice in che an- 
nual vows which he ſays theRoman people made 
for the hcalth of Auguttus. Sus. in Vit, Aug. 


Near it-ſtands an an- 


leſſer ſtreams, which, taking their riſe 


trom various ſources, loſe themſelves in 
the river; over which a bridge is built, 
that ſeparates the ſacred part from that 
which lies open to common uſe. Veſſels 
are allowed to come above this bridge, 
but no perſon is permitted to ſwim except 
below it +. The Hiſpellates J, to whom 
Auguſtus gave this place, furniſh a pub. 


lic bath, and likewiſe entertain all ſtran. 


gers at their own expence, Several villas, 
attracted by the beauty of this river, are 
ſituated upon its borders. In ſhort, eve 

object that preſents itſelf will afford you 
entertainment. You may alſo amuſe 
yourſelf with numberleſs inſcriptions, that 
are fixed upon the pillars and walls by 
different perſons, celebrating the virtues 
of the fountain, and the divinity that pre- 
ſides over it. There are many of them 


you will greatly admire, as there are 


ſorye that will make you laugh; but! 
muſt correct myſelf when I ſay fo; you 
are too humane, I know, to laugh upon 
ſuch an occaſion. Farewel. 


LETTER ci 
To Urſus. 
11 is long ſince I have taken either 
book or a pen in my hand. It is long 


ſince I have known, the ſweets of leiſure 
and repoſe; ſinceI have known, in ſhort, 


that indolent but agreeable ſituation of 


doing nothing, and being nothing; ſo 
much have the aitairs of my friends en- 
gaged me, and prevented me from en- 
joying the pleaſures of retirement and 
contemplation. There ig no fort of ſtu- 
dies, however, of conſequence enough 
to ſuperſede the duty of friendſhip : on 
the contrary, it is a ſacredtie which then 
themſelves teach us molt religiouſly !9 
preſerve. Fare wel. | 


LETTER CIV. 
To Fabatus §. 


OR concern to hear of my wite's 
miſcariage will be equal, I knos, 
ko the earneit dere you have tai 


+ Tre touch of a naked body was thought 
to p0:|utc theſe Coniecrated waters, as apfests 
trum a peilage in Tacitus, I. 14. ann. c. 24. 

f inhabit nt» of a town in Ombria, de 
called Spello. | | 

§ Hi: wite's grandfather, | 

- mould 
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ſhould make you a great-grandfather. 
The inexperience of her youth rendered 
her ignorant that ſhe was breeding ; ſo 
that ſhe not only neglected the proper 

recautions, but managed herſelf in a 
way extremely unſuitable to a perſon in 
her circumſtances. But ſhe has ſeverely 
atoned for her miſtake by the utmoit 
hazard of her life. Though you ſhould 
(as moſt certainly you will) bo afflicted 
to ſee yourſelf thus difappointed in your 
old age, of the immediate hopes of leav- 
ing a family behind you yet it deſerves 


your gratitude to the gods, that in the 


preſervation of your grand-daughter, you 
have {till reaſon to exp at bleſſing ; 
an expectation ſo much ore certain, 


as ſhe has given this proof, though an 


unhappy one indeed, of her being capa- 


ble of bearing children. Theſe, at leaſt, 
are the reflections by which I endeavour 
to confirm my own hopes, and comfort 


myſelf under my preſent diſappointment. 


You cannot more ardently wiſh to have 
great-grandchildren than 1 do to have 
children, as the dignity of both our fa- 
milies ſeems to open to them a ſure road 
to honours, and we ſhall leave them the 


glory of deſcending from a long race of 


anceſtors, whoſe fame is as extenſive as 
their nobility is ancient. May we but 
have the pleaſure of ſeeing thena born, it 
will make us amends for the preſent diſ- 
appointment! Farewel. 


LETTER CH 
o Hipulle®. 
WHEN 1 conſider that you love your 


niece even more tenderly than if 
lhe were your own daughter, Ll ought in 
the firſt place to inform you of her re- 
covery before I tell you ſhe has been 311 ; 
that the ſentiments of joy at the one 
may leave you no leiſure to be atilicted 
at the other; though I fear indeed, after 
vour Hirit tranſports of gratulation Are 
over, you will feel ſome concern, and in 
the mid{i of your joy for the danger ſhe 
has eſcaped, will tremble at the thought 


of that which ſhe has undergone. She 


i5 now, however, in good ſpirits, and 
again reſtored toherſeltand to me; as ſhe 
's making the ſame progreſs in the re- 
covery of her ſtrength and health that 


* His wiſe's aunt. 


attend him. 
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ſhe did in the loſs of them. To ſay the 
truth (and I may now ſafely tell it you), 
ſhe was in the utmoſt hazard of her life; 


not indeed from any fault of her own, but 


a littie from the wy a of her 
youth. To this muſt imputed the 
cauſe of her miſcarriage, and the ſad ex- 
perience ſhe has had of the conſequence 
of not knowing ſhe was breeding. But 
though this misfortune has deprived you 
ofthe conſolation of a nephew, or niece, 
to ſupply the loſs of your brother; you 
muſtremember that bleſſing ſeems rather 
to be deferred than denied, ſince her life 
is preſerved from whom that happineſs 
is to be expected. I intreat you then to 
repreſentthis accident to your father + in 


the moſt favourable light; as your ſex 


are the beſt advocates in caſes of this 
kind, Farewel. | 


EETTER:- cu. 
7 Minutianus. 


1 BEG you would excuſe me this one 

day: Titinius Capito 15 to recite a per- 
formance of his, and I know not whether 
it is moſt my inclination or my duty to 


amiablediſpoſition, and juſtlyto benum- 
bered among the brighteſt ornaments of 
our age: he ſtudiouſly cultivates the pro- 
lite arts himſelf, and generouſly admires 
and encourages them in others. To ſe- 
veral who have diſtinguiſhed themſelves 
by their compoſitions, he has been the 
defence, the refuge, and the reward; as 
heattords a glorious model and example 
to all in general. In a word, he is the 
— 2 and reformer of learning, now 

as! well nigh grown obſolete and de- 
cayed. His houſe is open to every man 
of genius who has any works to rehearſe ; 
and it is not there alone that he attends 
theſe aſſemblies with the moſt obliging 
goud nature, I am ſure, at leaſt, he ne- 
ver once excuſed himſelf from mine if 
he happened to be at Rome. I ſhould 
therefore with a more than ordinary ill 
grace refuſe to return him the ſame fa- 
vour, as the occaſion of doing it às pe- 
culiarly glorious. Should not I think 
myſelf obliged to a man, whe, if 1 were 
engaged in any law- ſuit, generouſly at- 


+ Fabatus, grandfa:her to Calphurnia, Pli- 


ny's wife. 


tended 


U 


He is a man of a moſt 
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tended the cauſe in which I was intereſt- 
ed? And am I leſs indebted, now that 
my whole care and buſineſs is of the li- 
terary kind, for his aſſiduity in my con- 
cerns of this ſort ? A point which, if not 
the only, is however the principal inſtance 
wherein I can be obliged, But though [ 
owed him no return ofthisnature; though 
I were not engaged to him by the reci- 
procal tie of the ſame good offices he has 
done me; yet not only the beauty of his 
extenſive genius, as polite as it is ſeverely 
correct, but the dignity of his ſubject 
. would ſtrongly incite me to be of his au- 
dience. He has written an account of 
the deaths of ſeveral illuſtrious perſons, 
ſome of which were my particular friends, 
It is a pious office then, it ſhould ſeem, 
as I could not be preſent at their ob- 
ſequies, to attend, at leaſt, this (as I may 
call it) their funeral oration ; which, 
though a late, is, however, for that rea- 
ſon, a more unſuſpected tribute to their 
memories, Farewel. | 
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LETTER CVIL. 
To Genialis. 


1 MUCH approve of your having read 

my orations with your father. lt is 
highly for your advantage to learn from 
a man of his eloquence, what to admire 


in compoſitions of this kind, and what to 


condemn ; as you will at the ſame time 
be trained up in an habitual cuſtom of 
ſpeaking your real ſentiments, You ſee 
| whoſe ſteps it is you oughtto follow; and 
happy are you in having a living exam- 
ple before you, which is at once the 
neareſt and the nobleſt model you can 
purſue ! In a word, that he whom nature 
deſigned you ſhould moſt reſemble, is, 
of all others, the perſon whom you 
ſhould moſt imitate. Harewel. 
; ' i 


LETTER CviII. 
| To Junior. 


] POVBT I have over-burthened you 

by ſending ſo many volumes at once; 
but if I have, remember you -required 
them of me. Beſides, as you wrote me 
word you were likely to reap but little 
from the fruits of your vineyards, I ima- 
gined you wou. d be at leiſure to reap (as 
we ſay) the fruits of learning, 1 have 
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received the ſame bad accounts of my 
own little farms; and am myſelf there. 
fore at full leiſure to write books for you, 
provided I can but raiſe money enough 
to furniſh me with good paper. For 
ſhould I be reduced to the coarſe and 
ſpungy ſort, either I muſt not write atall, 
or whatever I compoſe, whether good or 
bad, muſt neceſſarily undergo one cruel 
blot! Farewel. 


LETTER Cix. 
| To Paternus. 


1 H E ſickneſs which has lately run 

through my family, and carried of 
ſeveral of my domeſtics, ſome of chem 
too in the prime of their years, has 
deeply afflicted me. I have two conſo- 


fre however, which though they are 
1 


10t equal to ſo conliderable a grief, {till 
they are conſolations, One is, that as! 
have always very readily manumiſed my 
ſlaves, their death does not ſeem altoge- 
ther immature, ifthey lived long enough 
to receive their freedom ; the other, that 
I have allowed them to make a kind of 
will *, which I obſerve as religiouſly as 
if they were legally entitled to that pri- 
vilege. I receive and obey their laſt re- 
quetts as fo many authoritative com- 
mands, ſuttering them to diſpoſe of then 
effects to whom they pleaſe; with this 


lingle reſtriction, that they leave themto - 


ſome in my family, which to perſons in 
their (tation is to be eſteemed as a ſort of 
commonwealth, But though I endeayour 
to acquieſce under theſe reflections, ye! 
the ſame tenderneſs which led me to ſhes 


them theſe indulgences, till breaks out 


and overpowers my ſtrongeſt reſolutions. 
However, I could not wiſh to be inſen- 
ſibleto theſe ſoft impreſſions of humanity; 
though the generality of the world, | 
know, look upon loſſes of this kind in 19 
other view, than as a diminution of their 
property, and fancy, by cheriſhing fuci 
an unfeeling temper, they diſcover a ſo- 
perior fortitude and good fenſe, The! 
wiſdom and magnanimity I ſhall not di- 
pute; but manly Jam ſure they are not; 
for it is the very criterion of true man- 
hood to feel thoſe impreſſions of ſorro# 
which it endeavours to refiſt; and to ad- 


A ſlave could acquire no property, and co 
ſequeniij was incapable by lawof makiog 
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mit, not to be above, the want of conſo- 
lation. But perhaps I have detained you 
too loug upon this ſubject. —though not 
ſo long as I would, There is a certain 
pleaſure in giving vent to one's grief, 
eſpecially when we pour out our ſorrow 
in the boſom of a friend, who will ap- 
rove, or at leaſt pardon our tears, 
arewel. . 


LETTER Cx. 
To Macrinus. 


S the ſeaſon with you as rude and 
boiſterous as it is with us? All hereis 
tempel and inundation; the Liber has 
ſ»clled its channel, and overflowed its 
banks far and wide. Though the wiſe 
precaution of the emperor had guarded 


againſt this evil, by cutting ſeveral out- 


lets to the river; it has nevertheleſs 
flooded all the fields and valleys, and en- 
tirely overſpread the whole face of the 
flat country. It ſeems to have gone out 
to. meet thoſe rivers which it uſed to re- 
ceive and carry off in one intermingled 
{iream ; and has driven them back to de- 
luge thoſe countries it could not reach 
itſelf, That moſt delightful of rivers 
the Anio *, which ſeems invited and de- 
tained in its courſe by the charming villas 
thatare ſituated upon its banks, has al- 
moſt entirely rooted up and carried away 
the woods which ſhaded its borders, It 
has,overthrown whole mountains, and in 
endeavouring to find a paſſage through 
the ruins_that obſtructed its way, has 
forced down houſes and riſes over the de- 
folation it has occafioned. The inhabi- 
tants of the hill countries, who are ſituated 
above the reach of this inundation, have 
deen the melancholy ſpectators of its 
dreadful effects, having ſeen coſtly fur- 
niture, inſtruments of huſbandry, ploug hs, 
and oxen with their drivers, whole herds 
of cattle, together with the trunks of 
trees, and beams of the neighbouring 
villas, floating about in different Harts. 
Nor indeed have theſe higher places 
themſelves, to v trich the waters could not 
rife, eſcaped the calamity. A continued 
heavy ram, as deſſtructive as the river it- 
lelf poured down in torrents upon them, 


aud has deſtroyed all the eucloſures which. 


Now called the Teverone, which falls in- 


+ (0 ihe | iber ar ot (ute miles from Rome, 


| feeling it; exce 


177 
divided that fertile country. It has da- 
maged likewiſe, and even overturned, 
ſome of the publie buildings, where num- 
ders have been miſerably buried in the 
ruins. And thus thoſe people, beſides 
the loſs of their effects, have ſutfered the 
additional misfortune of lamenting their 
friends. I am extremely uneaſy lelt this 


extenſive ruin ſhould have ſpread to you: 


] beg, therefore, if it has not, you will 
immediately caſe me of my fears. And 
indeed I defire you would inform me 
though it ſhould ; for the ditference 1s 
not great between fearing a danger, and 
that the evil one feels 
has ſome bounds, whereas one's appre- 
henſions have none, For we can ſuffer 
no more than what actually has, but we 


Farewel. 


fear all thatpoſſibly may have, happened. 


LETTER CXl. 
To Rufinus. 


JT is a miſtaken maxim which is gene- 

rally advanced, that 4 man's will isa 
kind of mirror wherein one may clearly 
ſee his genuine character. We have a 
late inſtance to the contrary in Domitius 
Tullus, who appears/a much better man 
fince his death, than during his life. 
After having artfully encouraged the ex- 
pectations of thoſe who paid court to 
him, with a view to being his heir, be 
has left his eſtate to his niece whom he 
adopted. He has given likewiſe ſeveral 
very conſiderable legacies among hie 
grandchildren, and alſo to his great- 
grandſon. In a word, he has ſhewn him- 
ſelf a Kind relation throughout his whole 
will; - which is ſo much the more to be 
admi.ed as it was not expected of him. 
This affair has been much the ſubje& of 
converfation: ſome - repreſent him as 
giizry of the baſeſt falſehood and ingra- 
titude ; and while they thus complain of 
him as if they were actually difinherited 
kindred, their invectives betray their own 
diſhoneſt deſigns; others, on the contrary, 
applaud him extremely for having diſ- 
appointed the hopes of this infamous tribe 
of men, whom, conſidering the manners 
of the age, it is but prudence to deceive. 
They add farther, that he was not at li- 
berty to make any other will, and that 
he cannot ſo. properly be faid to have tet, 
as ietutred, his eftate to his adopted 


Aa , 


178 


daughter, fince it was by her means it 
came to him. For Curtilius Mancia, 
whoſe daughter Domitius Lucanus, bro- 
ther tothis Tullus, married, having taken 
a diſlike to his ſon-in-law, deviſed his 
eſtate to this young lady (who was the 
Hue of that marriage), upon condition 
that Lucanus her fathe: would emanci- 
ax her *. He accordingly did ſo, but 
he being afterwards adopted by Lullus 
her uncle, the deſign of Mancia's will 
was entirely fruſtrated ; for theſe two 
brothers having never divided their pa- 
trimony, but living together as 1 
tenants of one common eſtate, the d ingh- 
ter of. Lucanus, notwithſtanding the 
act ofemancipation, returned back again, 
together with her fortune, under the do- 
- minion of her father, by means of this 
fraudulent adoption. It ſeems, indeed, 
to have been the faite of theſe two bro- 


thers to be enriched bv thoſe who had 


the greateſt averſion to them. For Do- 
mitius Afer, by whom they were adopted, 
left a will in their favour, which he had 
made eighteen years before his dgath; 
though it was plain he had alterechis 
ſentiments witureſpect to the family, be- 
cauſe he was infirumental, in procuring 
the - confiſcation of their fither's eſtate. 
There is ſomething, in truth, extremely 
fingular in the reſentment of Afer, and 
the good fortune of the other two; as It 


was very extraordinary on one hand, that 


Momitius ſhould endeasvour to extirpite 
from the privileges of {ociety a man 
whoſe . children he had adopted, and on 
the other, that theſe brothers ſhould find 
a parent in the very perſon that ruined 
their father, But it was highly juit in 
Tullus, after having been a pointed ſole 


heir, by his brother, in prejudice to his 


© That is, would make her free ; or the power 
Of x{1ther over his children was uniimited among 
the R mans. It extended not only ww their 
„ tunes, but their hes, and was even greater 


t an whatthe a allowedgover their flavesz tor. 


jt rater old his live, w oaſterwards chtain- 
ei his fi eed m, the former ownerhad a: farther 
as Wan ereas in the caſe of «a ſon,the father's 
„it hi wax not ablutely extinguiſhed by elling 
bun bhnt if the ton o44ined his fi eedom, he 
en came nnder his domin'on, Aud this au- 
thorny could nut be wholly ditannulled till ihe 
En had been thrice fold, and as o'ten 
reroveied hid liberty, and then it entirely 


ces cd: The law veſted the ſame power like - 
«ite as fully in the adaptive father as in che 


, any +l. Inftinian obſerves, this authority was 
„ eculiar to the Romans, and followed by uo 
| eculiar, 
ve! atop Whatloever, IH. 5. 1 
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own daughter, to make her amends by 
giving her this eſtate which came to him 
from Afer, a well as ail the reſt which 


iy 


he poſleſſed in common witi his tothe; 


His will therefore deſerves the ighelt 
applauſe, as tis the dictates of. 1 ature, 
juttice, and honour ; wherein he has re. 
turned his obligations to his ſeve.al re. 
Jations, according to their reſpectiye gool 
offices towards him. He has made a juſt 
acknowledgment likewiſe to his wife, 


having bequeathed to that excellent wo. 


man, wha patiently endured much upon 
his account, ſeveral delightful villas, be. 
ſides a large ſum of money. And in- 
deed ſhe deſerved ſo much the more at 
his hands, as ſhewas highly cenſured for 
her marriage with him. It was thought 
un worthy a perſon ot her rank and merit, 
after having had à former huſband by 
whom ſhe had iſſue, to marry, in the de- 
cline of her life, an old man, merely for 
his riches, who was fo ſickly and infirm, 
that even though he had paſſed the beſt 


years of his health and youth with her, 


ſhe might well have been weaty ofhim, 
He had lo entirely loſt the uſe of all his 
limbs, that he could not move himſelf in 
bed without aſſiſtauce; and all the enjoy- 


ment he had of his riches was only to 


contemplate them, He was even reduced 
to the wretched neceflity (which indeed 
one cannot mention without loathing as 
well as lamenting) of having his teeth 
waſhed and cleanſed by others: and he 
uſed frequently to ſay, when he was com- 
plaining of the indeceucies which his in- 
tirmities obliged him to ſuffer, that he 
was every day, torced totake his ſervant's 
tingers into his mouth. Still, however, 
he lived, and was willing to accept of 


lite upon theſe terms; the preſervation of 


vw hich wa: particularly owing to the care 


of his wite, who, whatever reputation be 


might loſe at firſt by her marriage, ac- 
quired great honour by her after=coudut 
towards him. Thus | have given you all 
the news of the town, where nothing 1 
ta:ked of but Tullus. It is expected his 
cuciolities will ſhortly beſold by auction. 
He had ſuch vaſt numbers of fine ſtatues, 
which ſtood neglected in a lumber-room, 
that he actually filled a large garden wit 
them the very ſame day he purchaſed It. 
I: you have any thing worth commun 
cating in return, I hope you will not fe- 
fe the trouble of writing to me; net 
only as we are all naturally fond of nes, 
but vecaule example has a very benehc 

influences 
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influence upon our own conduct. Fre- 
wel. | 


LETTER -- CXII, 
To Maximus. | 


Y ſtudies prove both an entertainment 
! and —— to me: and as there 
is no pleaſure I prefer to them, fo there 
is no uneaſineſs they do not alleviate. In 
this ſeaſon, therefore, of dejection, occa- 


ſoned by the indiſpoſitton of my wite, - 


the dangerous ſickneſs of fome of my 
ſervants, and the death of others, i fly to 
my books, thoſe ſovereign compoſers of 
my grief. It is true, indeed, they teach 
me a greater ſenſibility to misfortunes, 
but they teach me too how to bear them 
with more patience. It is an eſtabliſhed 
rule with me, before I publiſh any of my 
productions, to take the judgment of my 
triends upon them, eſpecially yours. 1 
beg therefore you would examine the 
performance I here ſend you, wich par- 

ticular care, as Lam afraid the diſquierude 
ofmy wind may haveprevented me from 
giving it the attention I ought, For 
though I could command myſelf ſo far as 
to fit down to write, I was not maſter 
enough of my heart to do ſo with eaſe 
and cheerfulneſs: but if ſtudy throws the 
mind into a pleaſing ſtate of ſerenity, a 
late of ſerenity is neceſſary to throw a 
grace upon our ſtudies. Farewel, 


LETTER CXLL 
To Gallus. 


THOSE 1 of art * nature which 


areuſually the mativesof ourtravels, 

are often overlooked and neglected if 
they lie within our reach; whether it be 
that we are naturally leſs inquiſitive con- 
cerning thoſe things which are near us, 
while we are puthed forward in purſuit 
ef remote objects; or becauſe the ealineſs 
0 gratifying a defire is always ſure to 
amp it; or, perhaps, that we defer from 
me to time viewing what we know we 
ave an opportunity of ſeeing when we 
pleaſe, Whatever the reaſon be, it is 
certain there are ſeveral rarities in and 
dear Rome which we have not only never 
cen, but even never ſo much as heard 
oi and yet if they had been the produce 
9% Greece, or Egypt, or Aſia, or auy 
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other country which we ad nire as fruit- 
ful in wonders, they would long tince 
have been the ſubje t both of our cou- 
ver ſation and infpection. For myſelf, at 


leaſt, I confeſs I have lately been enter- 
tained with one of theſe curioſities to 


which | was an entire ſtranger beface. 


My wite's grandfather deſired | would 
look upon his eſtate near Ameria *. As 
I was walking over his grounds L was- 
ſhewn a lake that lies below them, calted 
Vadimon +, which | was informed had 
ſeveral very extraordinaty qualities ar i 
tending it. This raiſed my Curiofityto 
take a nearer view. Its formed exactly 
circular: there is not the leaſt obliquity 
or winding, but all is regular and even 
as if it had deen hotlowed and cut out by 


the hand of art. 
is clearer than that or the 1-3, though o 


Ine colour of its water 


f 


a deeper green; it feems by its tale and 
ſmeil impregnated with ſulphur, and is 
eſteemed of great efficacy in all fractures 
of the limbs, which it is ſuppoſed to cou” 
ſolidate. Vhough it is but of a moderate 
extent, yet the winds have a great eifect 


uponit, throwing it into violent commo 
tions. No veſlels are ſutfered to ſai 


1 


here, as its vaters are held ſacred; but 
ſeveral floating iſlands ſwim about it eu- 
vered with reeds and ruſhes, and hat- 
ever other plants the neighbouring marſh + 


and the borders of the lake produce 


$ 
. 


Theſe iflands differ in their fize and 
ſhape; but the edges of all of them are 
worn away by their frequent collifion - 
againſt the ſhoce and one another. They 
have equally the ſame height and motion, 
as their reſpective roots, which are formed: 
like the keel of a boat, may be ſeen 
hanging down inthe water, on whichever 
fide you ſtand. Sometimes they move 
in a cluſter, and ſeem to form one entire 
little continent; ſometimes they are dif- 
perſed into different quarters by the 


winds; at ether times, when it is calm 


3 


they float up and down ſeparately. You 
may frequently ſee one of the larger 
iſtands ſailing along with a leſſer joined 


toit, like a ſhip with its long- boat; or 


perhaps, ſeeming to ſtrive which ſhal 
out-ſwim the other; then again they al 


. 


l 


aſſemble in one ſtation, and by joining 
themſelves to the ſhore, ſometimes on one 
ſide and ſometimes on the other, make 


* Now called Amelia, an epiſcopal city i 
Ombria. 


+ Now called Lago di Baſſanello. 
Aa 2 


the 


180 


the lake appear conſiderably leſs, till at 
laſt uniting in the centre they reſtore it to 
its uſual ige. The ſheep which graze 
upon the borders ofthis lake, frequently 
go upon theſe iſlands to feed, without 
perceiving that they have left the ſhore, 
till they are alarmed by finding them- 


ſelves ſ\\rrounded with water; and in the 


ſame manner when the wind drives them 
back again, they return without being 
ſenſible. that they are landed. This lake 
empties itſelf into a river, which after 
running alittle way finks under ground, 
and if any thing is thrown in brings it 
up again where the ſtream emerges.—l 
have given you this account becaufe l 
imagined it would not be leſs new nor 
leſs agreeable to you than it was to me; 
as I krow you take the ſame pleaſure as 
myſelf in comemplating the works of na- 
ture. Fare nel. 


LETTER CXIV. 


To Arrianus. 


OTHING, in my opinion, gives a 
moreamiable and becoming grace 

to our ſtudies, as well as our manners, 
than to temper gravity with gatety, leit 
the former ſhould degenerate into auſtere- 
neſs, and the latter run up into levity. 
Upon this maxim it is that I diverfify my 
more ſerious works with compoſitious of 
a lighter nature. I had choſen a con- 
venient place and ſeaſon for ſome pro- 


ductions of that ſort to make their ap- 


pearance in; and deſigning to accuſtom 
them early to the tables of the idle, I 
fixed upon the month of July *, when the 


The months of July and Auguſt was a time 
of vacation to the Roman lawyers, the courts of 
joſtice being then ſhat up, that the taimers might 
not be interrupted ie their harveſt, by being 
obliged to attend their law-ſuits at Rome. 

W meſſeſgue reverſe 
Dimiſcre forum; nec 11m tibi turba rerum 
Velt:bule, querul:que rh nt exire clientes. 
Cefſat centeni moderatrix judic:s hafla, 

|  Statius Syl. I. iv. 4. 40. 


Returning harveſt bids contention ceaſe, 
And tho! the wrangling forum aH is peace; 
No teazing clients now befiege thy way, 

Not judges lage the ſolemn ſpear diſplay. 
However.the courts, as appears fromthis letter, 
were lometimesopenegy during this ſeaſon of va- 
cs: 


:. upon cCales, perhaps, of particular 
emergency. 


ELEGANT EPISTLES. Bookl, 


courts of juſtice are as uſually ſhut up, in 
order to read them te ſome of my friends 
at ſupper; and accordingly 1 placed a 
deſk before each of my gueſts. But as [ 
happened that morning to be unexpe. 
edly called away to attend a cauſe, I took 
occaſion to preface my recital with an 
apology. I intreated my audience not 
to impute it to me as any want. of due 
regard for the buſineſs to which | had 


invited them, that on the very day I had 


appropriated to read my performances to 
ſome of my friends (though indeed but 
few), I did not abſtain from ſerving others 
in the affairs of the bar, I aſſured them 
I would obſerve the ſame rule in my 
writings, andſhould always give the pre- 
ference ro points of importance before 
thoſe of entertainment; to ſerious ſub- 
jeets before gay ones; and to my ſriends 
before myſelf. The poems I recited 
confiſted of a variety of ſubjects, in dif- 
ferent meaſures. It is by ſuch arts as 
theſe we, who dare not rely upon the 
ſingle force of our genius, endeavour to 
avoid giving our readers ſatiety. In 
compliance with the earneſt ſolicitation 
of my audience, I recited fer two day 
ſucceſſively; but not in the. manner that 
ſeveral practiſe, by paſſing over the leſs 
ſhiving paflages, and making a merit of 
ſo doing; on the contrary, Iomitteq; no- 
thing, and freely owned that I did not. 
I read the whole that I might correct the 
whole; which it is impoſſible thoſe who 
only ſcle& particular paſſages ſhould do. 
The latter method, indeed, may have 
more appearance of modeſty, and per- 
haps re but the former ſhews greater 
ſimplicity, as well as more afſection lo- 
wards the audience. Forthe belief that 
a man's friends have ſo much regard to 
him, as not to be weary upon theſe occa- 
ſious, is a ſure indication of his own love 
for them. To ſay the truth, one has 
lI|ttle obligation to an audience, if they 
aſſemble merely with a view totheir own 
entertainment. He who had rather find 
his friend's performance correct, than 
make it ſo, is to be conſidered as a ſtran- 
ger, or one who is too indolent to give 
himſelf any trouble. Your affeCion for 


me leaves me no room to doubt that 


you are impatient to read my book; 
which is yet, however, not ripe for your 
peruſal, You ſhall do ſo when | have 
corrected it; which was indeed the de- 
ſign of my recital, You are already ac- 


* * * . 
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quainted with ſome parts of it; but even 
thoſe after they have been poliſhed (or 

rhaps ſpoiled, as is ſometimes the caſe 
E too frequent corrections) will ſeem 
new to you. For when a compoſition has 
undergone various changes, it contracts 
an air of noyelty even in thoſe parts 
which remain unaltered. Farewell. 


LETTER CXV. * 


HAVE you never obſerved a fort of 
people, who, thoughthey are them- 
ſelves underthe * N. dominion of every 
vice, ſhewa kind of malicious reſentment 
againſt the errors of others; and are moſt 
ſevere upon thoſe whom they molt re- 
ſemble? yet ſurely a lenity of diſpoſition, 
even in perſons who have the leaſt occa- + 
fion for clemency themſelves, is of all 
other virtues the moſt becoming, The 
higheſt of all characters, in myeſti mation, 
if his, who is as ready to pardon the er- 
rors of mankind as if he were every day 
guilty of fome himſelf; and at the ſame 
time as cautious of committing a fault as 
if he never forgave one. It is a rule 
then which we ſhould upon all occaſions 
both private and public molt religiouſly 
obſerve, ** to be inexorable to our own 
* failings, while we treat thoſe of the 
** reſt of the world with tenderneſs, not 
"© excepting even ſuch as forgive none 
but themſelves “ remembering always 
what the humane, and, therefore, as well 
as upon other aceounts, the great Thraſea 
uſed frequently to ſay : ** He who hates 
vice, hates mankind.” You will aik 
me, perhaps, who it is that has given oc- 
calion to theſe reflections? You muſt 
know a certain perſon lately—but of that 
when we meet—though, upon ſecond 
thoughts, nateven then, leſt whilſt I con- 
demn and expoſe his conduct, I ſhould 
act counter to that maxim I particularly 
recommend. Whoever therefore, and 
whatever he is, ſhall remain in filence; 
for though there may be fome uſe, per- 
haps, in ſetting a mark upon the man 
for the ſake of example; there will be 
more, however, in ſparing him for the 
e of humanity, 8 


SS 


LET TE R CXVI. 
To Marcellinus. 


HE deep concern | am under for the 
death of Junius Avitus, has rendered. | 
me incapable of buſineſs, ſtudy, or 
amuſement, He was inveſted with the 
laticlave in my houſe ; as in all the ho- 
nours he ſolicited he was conſtantly 
aſſiſted by my intereſt. I will add too 
his aſfection and efteem for me were ſo 
great that he formed his manners and 
regulated his conduct by my guidance 


and direction ;adifpoſition extremely un- 
common in the youth of this age 3 for 


who among them will deign to ſubmit to 
the experience and authority of their fu- 
riors ? They think themſelves at once 
in full poſſeſſion of all wiſdom and know- 
ledge; and without revering or imitating _ 
the virtues of any, imagine they are a 
ſufficient example to themſelves. But 
Avitus was of a far different turn ; he 
ſhewedhis wiſdom in believing thece were 
ſome who had more; and diſcovered. his 
knowledge in his defire to learn. He 
was ever cenſulting his friends upon ſome 
point relating to his ſtudies or his cou- 
duct; and he always returned from them 
with advantage, either by the advice he 
"received, or the diſpoſition he ſhewed. 
With what reſpect did he treat Servi- 
anus, one of the moſt accompliſhed men 
of the age ? Avitus knew how to value 
ſuch uncommon merit, as well as to en- 
dear himſelf to him in his turn. Accord- 
ingly, when Servianus went lieutenant 
from Germany into. Pannonia *, he at- 
tended him as tribune, not ſo much in 
the character of his fellow- officer, as of 
his friend and admirer. With what care 
and integrity did he execute the office of 
queſtor under ſeveral conſuls, who all 
elteemed him, not only as an uſeful and 
experienced officer, butas a pleaſing and 
agreeable companion? With what in- 
duſtcy and application did he ſolicit this 
very zdileſhip +, from the A wy 
| _ 


A very extenſive province, comprehending 
part of Auſtria, Hungary, &c. 

7 The zdiles wereat firſt twoofficers choſen | 
out of the body of the commons, in o:der to aſi? 
the tribunes inthe ditcharge. of lome particu!s! 
paris of their office, the chief o which was the 
care of public ed:/fices. Others ere afterwards 
elected out ofthe nobility ioiaſpedꝭ public game. 

| | determine 


preſent to think or talk of any thing elſe. 
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which he is now prematurely ſnatched ? 


A reflection that gives a peculiar poign- 


ancy to my atfliction for the toſs of him. 
His unavailing labours, his fruitleſs ſoli- 
citations, aud the honour which he me- 
rited only, not enjoyed, are for eyer in 
my thoughts. The circumſtance of his 
having firſ put on the laticlave under my 
roof, the firſt and the laſt ſutfrage 1 ever 
gave him; the converſations we have 
had, and the conſultations we have held, 
all return treſh upon my mind. I am 
itruck with the meſt tender ſorrow when 
I conlider his youth, and refle& upon the. 
irreparable loſs his family has ſuſtained 
an aged parent, a young wife to whom 
he had not been married much above a 
year, an infant daughter juit born, ſo- 
many pleaſing hopes, fo many tender 
Joys, all reſerved and deſtroyed in one 
day! When he was juſt elected ædile, 
when he was lately commenced a bride- 
groom, when he was newly made a fa- 
ther, he wastaken from the midit of theſe 
enjoyments, and has left behind him an 
honour untaſted, a mother inconſolable, a 
widowed wife, and an orphan intant, who 
will have the misfortune of never having 
knowrher father! But what increaſes my 
tears upon this melancholy occaſion is, 


that beingabſent wien this accident hap- 


ER knew of his ſickneſs till I 
eard of his death, and had no time to 
prepare myſelf for this cruel ſtroke by 


- previouſly apprehending it! Such is the 


preſent diſtreſs of my mind! You muſt 
not vonder then that it is the whole ſub- 
ject of my letter z for I am not able at 


Farewel. 


LETTER cxviI. 
To Maximus. | 


HE friendſhip I profeſs to have for 

you, obliges me, not indeed to direct 
you (for you are far above the want of a 
guide), but to remind you, however, of 
what you already know, and to admoniſh 
you carefully to obſerve and reſolutely 
put it in practice; that is, in other words, 
e know it to allthe more uſeful purpoles 
of knowledge, You will conſider yout- 
ſeifasſenttot;.at noble province, Achaia, 
the real and genuine Greece, where po- 
litmeſs, learning, and even agriculture 


determine canſes relating to the ſeliing or ex- 
changing of ettaces, to ſuperviſe the public 
ones of corny, and other provitiens, &c. Ken. 
Antiq. 9. 116. 119, SIO 


itſelf, are _—_— have taken their 
firſt riſe; as ſent to govern a ſtate com- 
poſed of free cities; that is, to a ſociety. 
of men who breathe the ſpirit of true 
manhood and liberty *; who maintained 
the right they received from nature, by 
courage, by virtue, by alliances; in a 
word, . by civil and religious faith. You 
will revere the gods and heroes their 
founders; you will reſpe& their ancient 
glory, and even their very age, which as 
it is venecable in men, in ſtates it is fa. 
cred, You will honour them therefore 
for their antiquity, and for thoſe famous 


* lt is remarkable, that even after Greece 
* was abſorbed in the Roman empire, and became 
* a province to it under the name of Achaia, it 
* didnot loſe with its power andlover iegnty that 
© lively ſenſe and love of liberty which was the 
* peculiar character of that people, amongſt 
* whom the artswere produced and brought 10 
pet fectioa. The Romans, when they bad ſub- 
© dued Greece, left iht generous, brave, polite 
© people, in poſſeſſion of many of their rights 
© and privileges. And they maintained ſuch in 
© ardent zeal for |.berty, that, to name no other 
© initancesof it, when the civil wars happened 
© in Italy, the Athenians very warmly elpouſed 
* the party of Rompey, who fought tor the re- 
© public; and after Czlar was killed, they ereQ- 
ed ſtatues in honour of Brutus and Cafhus 
© near to thole of Harmodius and Ariſtogiton, 
* theirancient deliverers. It was hence Greece, 
Athens in particular, after it was very much 
© fallen and degenerated, continued ſtill to be 
© the metropolis of ſcicnces, the ſchool of all 
* the fine arts, the ſtandard and centre of good 
* taſte in all works of genius, to Cicero's time 
* and long afterwards; inſomuch that Rome 
© ſent its moſt illuſtrious youth to be perfected 
© there in polite literature, eloquence, philo- 


ſophy, and all theingenious arts and iciences; 


© and the emperors who loved leaining, if they 
could not go to Greece and become ſcholars 
* there, as ſome of them did, brought Greece 
inviting and 22 into their 

* palaces it molt celebrated profeſſors and are 
even entruſting the education ot 
with Greek maſters, Now theit 
continuing tFexcel in the arts and ſciences, 
© to what elſe tan it be attribued but to this, 
that with ſore {mail remains of liberty, the) 


+ *retained the "ſpirit of liberty, the love of it, 


* and zeal for it? Ii was indeed in conſequence 
* of this alone, that they maintained in ſome 
* degree, even till Italy was quite over-run 
* with barb. r ſm, a ſovereignty the Roman could 
nod take trom them: à sovereignty n ICLeney 
Var , and good taſte. Tis impoſſibie to account 


or iticany other way: they p eſerved the 4 


Liane very gieat degiee, becaule they retaioed 
Ich. ibis of liberty in a very extra Mnnry 


* oac.? '{'urnbul on aucient Vain: . po 
dieeds 
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deeds which are truly, nay for thoſe 


- which are fabulouſly recorded of them. 


You will indulge them in the full exerciſe 
oftheir dignity, their privileges, and even 
their very vanity. Remember it was from 
this nation we derived our laws &; that 
ſhe did not receive ours by conqueſt, but 
gave us hers by favour. Remember it 
is Athens that you approach; it is Lace- 
demon you govern; and todeprive ſuch 
a glorious people of the declining ſha- 
dow, the Temaining name of liberty, 
would be a hardſhip, would be even a 
barbarity of the ſevereſt kind. Phyſi- 
cians, you ſee, though with reſpe& to diſ- 
eaſes there is no difference between free- 
dom and ſlavery, yet treat perſons of the 
former rank with more tenderneſs than 
thoſe of the latter. Reflect on the noble 
figure theſe cities once made; but ſo re- 
He&t, as not to deſpiſe them for what 


they now are. Far be pride and aſperity 
appointed you to this office; that your 


from my friend; nor fear, by a proper 
condeſcenſion, to lay yourſelf open to 
contempt, Can he who is veſted with 
the power and bears the enſigns ofautho- 
rity, can he fail of meeting with reſpect, 
unleſs by purſuing baſe and ſordid mea- 
ſures, and firſt breaking through that 
awful reverence he owes tohimſelf? Ill, 
believe me, is power experienced by in- 
juries; ill can terror command venera- 
tion, and far more prevalent is afteCtion 
in obtaining one's deſires, than fear. For 
terror operates, no longer than its object 
is preſent, but love produces its effects 
at a diſtance; and as abſence changes the 
former into hatred, it raiſes the other 
into reſpect. It behoves you therefore, 
(and 1 cannot” but repeat it again) it be- 
hoves you thoroughly to conſider the end 
of your office, and to repreſent to your- 
ſeifhow great and important the taſk is 
of governing a free ſtate. For what is 
more becoming to human nature than 


well ordered government, or more valua- 


* Alnut the year of Rome 300 that is, 452 
year before Chriſt, ambaſſa tors were ſent into 
Creece to make a collection of | ſuch laws and 
cuſtums as the wiſiiom of that polite people had 
eil ebliſned. particula: lvihe farnou-oges af Solon. 
At their return, theie laws weie approved and 
confirmed, ani, together with fone additional 
ones, were engta ven onten tables: braſs. Two 
ohen tables of laws were ſoon afterwards added 


tue e,whichogether ib che former went by 


Ut name of the twelve tables, and were looked 
* on 2+ the ougt ain otalii; w,fublic 1 40 private, 
T. v. J. 3. c. 31. Ferriere Hift. dei Liiæ civ. c. co 
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ble than liberty? How ignominious then 
muſt his conduct be, who turns the firſt 


into confuſion, andthe latter into ſla very? 
To thefe conſiderations let me add, that 
you have an eſtabliſhed reputation to 
maintain: the fame you acquired by the 
adminiſtration of the quæſtorſhip in Bi- 
thynia , the good opinion of the em- 
peror, the credit you obtained when you 
were tribune and prætor, in a word, 
this very government, which may be 
looked upon as the reward of your former 
ſervices, areall ſo many glorious weights 
which are incumbent upon you to ſup- 
port. So much the more therefore oug ht 
you to endeavour thatit may not be ſaid, 
you ſhewed greater humanity, integrity, 
and ability in a province remote from 
Rome, than in one which lies nearer to 
It; in the midſt of a nation of ſlaves, than 
among a free people; that it 2 not be 
ſaid it was chance, aud not judgment, 


character was unknown and unexpe- 
rienced, not tried and approved. Por 
(and it is a maxim which your reading 
and converſation muſt have often ſug- 
geſted to you) it is far worſe to loſe the 
fame one has acquired, than never to 
ha ve attained it. 3 beg you would 
be perſuaded, that I did not write this 
letter with a defign to inſtruct, but to 


remind you, Though indeed if I had, 


it would have only been in conſequence 
of my aflection for you: a point which! 


an in no apprehenhon of carrying be- 


yond its juſt limits: for there cannot be 


any danger of exceſs where we ought to 


advance as far as poſſible. Fare del. 


LETTER CxvIII. 
| To Sabinus. 
Y OUR requeſt that I would write to 
you 


very frequent and very long let- 
ters, is extremely agreeable to me. It 1 
have forborue to do fo, it is partly in 
conſideration of the important a!tairs in 
which you are employed; and partly 
from ſome very (014 and unintereiting 
engagements of my own, which diſſip e 


my thoughts, and att. ic ſame time damp 


my imagination, Beiden, I have not a 
ſuth<1znt ſupply of matter fdr frequent 


+ * prov.ace in Auatolia, or Aha the le's 
lette. g 
3 


* 
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letter; and am 
ſituation that Tully was, whom you point 


no means in the ſame 


out io me as an example. He not only 
pollefied a moſt enlarged genius, but the 
circurſtances of the times wherein he 
lived furniſhed him with a variety of 
noble occaſions of exerciſing it. As for 
myſelf, you know (without my telling 
you) to what narrow limits I am con- 
, unleſs my letters were to turn upon 
He fiQitious and pedantic topics of the 
ſchools. But when I conſider you in the 
miĩdſt of arms and encampments, inflamed 
with martial muſic, or fatigued with toil 
and heat, bow abſurd-would it be to 
talk to you upon ſuch ſubjects? This is 
my apology, and [| think a reaſonable 
one; however, | almoſt wiſh you would 
not accept it: for to reject the excuſes of 
a friend upon ſuch an occaſion, be they 
ever ſo 30 jnan evident proof of a warm 
' affeftion, Fare wel. 


LETTER cxix. 


T0 Paulines, 


Axkixp differ in their notions ef 
happineſs; but in 9 it con- 


ſiſts in the anticipation of an honeſt fame, 
and the conſcious ſecurity of making a 
© glorious figure in the eyes of poſterity. 
I confeſs if 1 had not the reward of an 
immortal reputation in view, I ſhould 
prefer a life of uninterrupted eaſe and 
retirement to any other. There ſeem to 
be but two points worthy our attention; 
either the endleſs duration of fame, or 
the ſnort extent of life. Thoſe who ace 
governed by the former conſideration, 
muſt purſue it with the full exertion of 
the moſt laborious efforts; while ſuch as 
are influenced by the latter ſhould quietly 
reſign themſelves to repoſe, nor wear 
out à ſhort life in periſhable purſuits; as 
ſome, we may obſerve, do, and then fink 
at lait into contempt, in the midit of a 
wretched and fruitleſs courſe of falſe in- 
duncy. Theſe are my daily reflections, 


which I communicate to you, in order to 


r n uncethemiſyoudo not join with me 
in the ame ſentiments: as undoubtedly 
vou will, who are for ever meditating 
ſome glorious and immortal! enterpriſe. 
Fare sel. : 
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LETTER CXX. 
| To Tire. 
| Y OV aretobe highly applauded for the 


mildneſs with which, asl am inform. 
ed (and I make very ſtri& enquiry), you 
adminiſter juſtice in your province; one 
principal branch of which is to diſtinguiſh 
merit in every degree, and ſs to gain the 
love of the lower rank, as to preſerve at 
the ſame time the affeQion of their ſupe- 
— But it is an error many have fallen 

that while they endeavour to avoid 
the appearance of favouring the great, 
they run into the contrary extreme, and 
gain the character of acting with ill man- 
ners or ill nature. A miſtake this, 
which you are far from committing, l 
well know: however, I cannot 2 
throwing in a cautign with my applauſe, 
and recommending it to you, to condud 
yourſelf in ſuch a manner as to keep up 
the diſtinQiion of rank and dignity, For 
to level andconfound thedifferent orders 
of mankind, is far from producing an 
equality among them; it is, in truth, 
moſt unequal thing imaginable. 


 Farewel. 


LETTER CXXI. 
| To Calviffus. 


HAVE ſpenttheſe ſeveral days paſtin 
my ſtudy with the molt pleaſing tran- 
quillity imaginable. You will aſk how 
that can poſſibly be inthe midfi of Rome? 
It was thetimeof celebrating the Circen- 
ſian games &; an entertainment for which 
I have not the leaſt taſte. They have no 
novelty, no variety to recommend them, 
nothing in ſhort, one would wiſh to fee 
twice, It is the more ſurpriſing there. 
fore, that ſo many thouſand people ſhould 
be poſſeſſed with the childith paſſion of 
deſiring often to ſee à parcel of horſes 
gallop, and men ſtanding upright in their 
chariots;— If indeed it were the ſwilt- 
neſs of the horſes, or the ſkillof the men, 
that actracted them, there might be ſome 
little preteuceof reaſon'on their fide, But 


* Theſe games were originally of Grecin 
ex tiaction, but firſt introduced among the Ro- 
mans by Romulus, in order to favour bis de. 
ſign of carrying off the Sabine virgiod : ihe) 
co:hilted of hocie and chariot races, &. i 
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it is the dreſs they favour#, it is the 
dreſs that captivates them. And if in the 
midſt of the courſe the different parties 
were tochange habits, their different fa- 
yourers would change ſides, and inſtantly 
deſert the very ſame men and horſes, 
whom they juſt before were eagerly fol- 
lowing with their eyes, as far as they 
could ſee, and hallooing out their names 
with all the warmth of exclamation. Such 
mighty charms, ſuch wondrous power is 
there in a vile tunic ! and this in the 
ſentiments, not only of the vulgar (more 
contemptible than the habit they eſpouſe), 
but even in the opinion of ſome grave 
perſonages. When I obſerve ſuch men 
thus inſatiably fond of ſo ſilly, ſo low, ſo 
unintereſting, ſo common an entertain- 
ment, I congratulate myſelf that I am 
inſenſible to theſe pleaſures : and I am 


upon my books, whichothers throw away 
N the moſt idle employment. Fare- 
l. 
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| To Romanus. 


youR letter informs me, that you are 

engaged in building, and I am glad 
to find you are; for I may now defend 
my own conduct by your example. I am 
myſelf employed in theſame ſort of work; 
and fince I have you, who ſnhall deny I 
have reaſon on my ſide? We are pretty 
much agreed, likewiſe, I find, in our 


ried on upon the ſea-coaſt, mine are 
riſing upon the ſide of the Larian lake. I 
have ſeveral villas upon the borders of 
this lake, but there are two particularly, 
in which as I take moſt delight, ſo they 
give the moſt employment. They are 
both ſituated in the manner of ethoſe at 


Tbeperformers at theſe games were divilled 
no companies, diſtinguiſhed by the particular 
| colour of theirhabits; the principal of whichwere 

the white, the red, theblue, and thegreen. Ac- 
C10ingly, the ſpectators favoured one or the 
| «her colour, as humour and caprice inclined 

them. In the reign of juſtinian a tumult aroſe 
in Conſtantinople, occaſioned mereiy by a con- 
t-ntton among the partiſans of theſe ſeveral co- 


ours, wheiein no leſs than 30 000 men loſt 
their lives, =D 


two, 
gentle deſcent towards it. 
glad to employ the leiſure of this ſeaſon 


you lie in bed, as out of a boat. 


lituations ;z and as your buildings are car- 


ftockiog? and appropriated to the comic play- e 
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Baiz+, one of them ſtands upon a rock 
and has a proſpect of the lake; the other 
actually touches it. Ihe firſt, ſupported 
as it were by the lofty buſkin , I call my 
tragic; the other, as reſting upon the 
humble ſock, my comic villa. They 
have both their particular beauties, 


which recommend themſelves to me ſo 
much. the more, as they are of difterent 
kinds. The former commands'a wider 
proſpect of the lake; the latter enjoys 


a nearer view of it. This by an eaſy 
bend embraces a little bay; the promon- 
tory upon which the other ſtands forms 
Here you have a ſtrait walk ex- 
tending itſelf along the banks of the lake; 
there a ſpacious terrace that falls by a 
The former 
does not perceive the force of the waves ; 


the latter breaks them: from that you 


ſee the fiſhing veſſels below ; from this 
you may fiſh yourſelf, and throw your 
line out of your chamber, and even as 
It is 
the beauties therefore theſe agreeable 
villas poſſeſs, that tenpt me to add. to 
them thoſe which are wanting. But I 
need not aſſign a reaſon to you; who un- 
doubtedly will think it a ſufficient 


one that I follow your example. Farcwel. 


+ Nowcalled Caſtello di Baia, in TerradiLa- 
voro. It was the place the Romans choſefortheir 
winter retreat; and which they frequented upon 
acceuntofits warm baths, Some fewruins of the 
beautiful villas that once covered this delightful 
coaſt, ſtill remain; and nothing can give one a 
higher idea of the prodigious expence and mag- 
nificence of the Romans in their private buii:'- 


ings, than the manner in which ſome of thete_ 


were ſituated. It appears from this letter, as well 
as from ſeveral other paſſages in the claſſic wri- 
ters, that they actually projected into the tea, 
being erected upon valt piles ſunk for that pur- 


poſe. And here, indeed, luxury ſeems to have 


reigned in her moſt licentious refinements of all 
kinds; while the principal amuſement of the 
place conſiſted in ſailing upon the gulph in gaily 

ainted barks, accompanied with all the mel}t- 


ing ſ»ftnels that exquiſite wines, fine women, 


and rapturous muſic cou'd inſpire. There was 
ſomething even 4n the natural as well as arti- 
cial turn of the ſcene, which ſcemed formed 


to throw the mind into a tate of ſoltpeſs and 


d iſipation, infomuch that Seneca, with all his 


ſtoical fortitude, durſt not truſt himleit in it 


ab:ve a day. See Seneca, ep. 61. ; 

f Thebuſkin was a kind of high ſhoe worn up- 
on the ſtage by the actors of tiagedy, i order t 
give them 2 more heroĩcaſ eſe vat. on of ſtature; 
as the ſuck was ſomething between « ſve n 
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LETTER CXXIlL. 
To Colo. 


1 GRRATLY admire the generous grief 
1 you ſhew for the death of Pompeius 
| — as it is a proof that your 

afteQion for your departed frend does 
not terminate with his life: far different 
from thoſe who love, or rather, I ſhould 
more properly ſay, who counterfeit love 
to none but the living: nor indeed even 
that any lenger than they are the fa- 
vourites of fortune; for the unhappy are 
no mere the object of their thoughts, 
than the dead. But your friendſhip is 
raiſed upon a more laſting foundation, 
and the conſtancy of your affection can 
only end with your life. Quinctianus, 
moſt- certainly, well deſerved to meet 
with that generous warmth from his 
friends, of which he was himſelf ſo bright 
- an example. He loved them in pro- 
ſperity ; he protected them in adverſity 
he lamented them in death. How open 
was his countenance! how modeſt his 

converſation! how equally did he temper 
gravity with gaiety! how fond was he of 
learning! how judicious his ſentiments ! 


how dutiful to a father of a very differ- 


ent character! how did he recencile his 
obedience to his virtue; and continue a 
good fon, without forfeiting the title of 
a good man!—But I muſt not ſharpen 
your affſiction by reminding you of his 
merit—yet I know your affection for the 
memory of this excellent youth 1s ſuch, 
that you had rather endure the pain of 
hearing him mentioned, than ſutter his 
virtues to be paſſed over in ſilenee; eſpe- 
cially by me, whoſe applauſe, you jma- 

ine, will adorn his actions, extend his 

ame, and reſtore him, as it were, to 
that life from which he is unhappily 
ſnatched. Farewel. 55 


LETTER CXXIV. 
| To Tacitus. 


'P HOUGH you are by no means in- 


elined to felf-admiration, yet. be aſ- 


ſured, none of my writings are more ſin- 
cerely the undiſſembled dictates of my 
real thoughts, than thoſe of which you 
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are the ſubject, Whether, indeed, pof. 
terity will concern herſelf with either of 
us, I know not; but ſurely we deſerye 
ſome ſmall regard at leaſt, I will not ſay 
upon account of our geniules (that would 
be too vain a pretenſion), but from our 


application, our labours, and that high 


reverence we pay to her. Proceed ve 
then, my friend, in the courſe we haye 
begun, which as it has conducted ſome 
few tothe faireit point of luſtre and repu- 
tation, ſo it has led out numbers from fi. 
lence and obſcurity. Farewel. 


LETTER Cxxv. 


Jo Genitor. 

I HAVE received four letter, in which 
youcomplain of being highly diſguſted 
lately at an entertainment, though er- 
ceeding ſplendid, by a ſet of butfoens, 
fools, and wanton proſtitutes, who were 
laying their antic tricks & round the u- 
les. But let me adviſe you to ſmoot| 
your brow a little, I confeſs, indeed, 
admit nothing of this kind at my own 
houſe; however, I bear with it in other. 
And why then (you will be readyto 
** aſk) ſhould you not have them your- 
** ſelf?” The trutli is, becauſe the fof 
geſtures of the wanton, the pleaſantries 
of the buffoon, or the extravagancies of 
the fool, give me no entertainment, # 
they\give me no ſurpriſe, It is my pas 
ticular taſte, you ſee, not my judgment 
that I plead againſt them, And- indeed, 
what numbers are there who think the 
entertainments which you and 1 are mol 
delighted with, to be no better than in- 
pertinent follies! How many are there, 
who as ſoon as a reader, a muſician, ot 
comedian is introduced, either take thei 
leave of the company, or if they cont! 
nue at the table, ſhew as much diflikets 
this kind of diverſions, as you did at thol 
monſters, as you call them! Let usbea! 
therefore, my friend, with others in the! 
amuſements, that they, in return, ma 

ſhew indulgence to ours. Farewel. 


* Theſe perſons were introduced at melt 
the tables of the great, for the purpoſes of mi 
and gaiety, and conſtituted an e lemi part i 
all polite entertainments among) the Romi® 
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LETTER CxXVI. 
o Rico. 


vo have read, it ſeems, in a letter 
of mine, that Virginius Rufus di- 


rected the following lines to be inſcribed. 


upon his tomb: 

Here Rufus lies, who Vindex' arms, withſtood, 
Not for himſelf, but for his country's good: 
for which you blame him, and think 
Frontinus ated much more reaſonably, 
in forbidding any menument whatſoever 
to be erected to his memory. And in 
the concluſion of your letter you deſire 
my ſentiments upon each. I loved them 
both ; but I confeſs I admired him moſt 
whom you condemn; and to ſuch a de- 
gree, that ſo far from imagining I ever 
ſhould haveoccaſion to riſe up in his de- 
fence, I thought he could never be ſuffi- 
ciently applauded. In my opinion, every 
man who has ated a great and memora- 
ble part, deſerves not only to be excuſed 
but approved, if he purſues that glorious 
immortality of fame he hasmerited, and 
endeavours to perpetuate an everlaſting 
remembrance of himſelf, even by monu- 
mental inſcriptions. Yet hardly ſhall 
you finda man, who had performed ſuch 
great atchievements, ſo modeſtly reſerved 
upon the ſubject of his own actions, as 
Virginius was. I can bear him witneſs 
(and I had the happineſs to enjoy his in- 
timacy and affection) that I never but 
once heard him mention his on con- 
duct; and that was, in giving an account 
of a converſation which paſſed between 
him and Cluvius: “ You well know (ſaid 
** Cluviusto him) the fidelity required in 
anhiſtorian; you will pardon methere- 
fore, I hope, if you ſhould meet with 


any thing in my works, that is not 


© agreeable to you.” — “ O Cluvius (he 
** replied), can you be ignorant that what 
I did, was in order that every man 
might enjoy the liberty of writing what 
he pleaſed ?” But let us compare 
Frontinus with him in that very inſtance 
wherein you think the former is more 
modeſt and reſerved. He forbid a monu- 
ment to be erected to him, it is true; 
but in what words? “ The expence of 
a a monument (ſays he) is ſuperfluous ; 
my memory will remain, if my actions 

deſerve it.” Is there leſs vanity, do 
jou think, thus to proclaim to all the 
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world & that his memotv would remain ; 
than to mark upon a ſingle tombſtone, 
in two lines, the actions one has perform- 
ed? It is not, however, my delign to 
condemn your favourite; I only mean to 
defend Virginius: and what argument 
can be more prevailing with you, than 
one drawn from a compariſon between - 
him and the perſon you prefer? In my 
own opinion, indeed, neither of them de- 
ſerve to be condemned, tince they both 
purſued glory with the ſame paſſion, but 
by different ro; ; the former in deficing 
thoſe monumental honours he had merit- 
ed; the latter, in rather chooſing the ap- 
pearance of deſpiſing them. Farewel. 


LETTER CXXVIL. 


To Sabinianus. 


Y OUR freedman, whom you lately 
mentioned to me with diſpleaſure, has 
been with me, and threw himſelf at my 
feet with as much ſubmiſſion as he could 
have done at yours. He earneitly re- 
queſted me with many tears, and even 
with all the eloquence of ſilent ſorrow, to 
intercede for him; in ſhort, he convinced 
me by his whole behaviour, that he fin- 
cerely repents of his fault. And 1 am 
perſuaded he is thoroughly reformed, be- 
cauſe he ſeems entirely ſenſible of his 
guilt, I know you are angry with him, 
and I know too, it is not without reaſon; 
but clemency can never exert itſelf with 
more applauſe, than when there is the 
Juſteſt cauſe for reſentment. You ence 
had an affection for this man, and, I hope, 
will have again: in the mean while, let 
me only prevail with you to pardon him. 
Ifhe ſhould incur your diſpleaſure hereaf- 
ter, you will have ſo much the ſtronger 
lea in excuſe for your anger, as you 
1ew yourſelf more exorableto him now. 
Allow ſomething to his youth, te his 
tears, and to your own natural mildneſs 
of temper: do not make him uneaſy any 
longer, and I will aud too, do not make 
yourſelf fo; for a man of your bellies 
lence of heart cannot be angry without 
feeling great regret. I am afraid, were 
I ro join wy intreaties with his, I ſhould 
ſeem rather to compel, than requeſt you 


* It appears from hence, that this was not 2 
te(' argentary direction, but à deciaration in 

ſome work which Frontinus bad publiſked. 
Bb2 | to 


to forgive him. Vet Iwill not ſeruple to 
do i:: andi in fo muctthe ſtronger terms, 


as I have very ſharply and ſeverely re- 


proved him, poſitively threatening never 
to interpole again in his behalf, But 
though it was proper to ſay this to him, 
in order to make him more fearfutof of- 
fending, I do not ſay ſo to you. I may, 
perhaps, again have occaſion to intreat 
vou 7 his account, and again obtain 
your forgiveneſs ; ſuppoling, I mean, his 
error thould be ſuch as may become me 
to intercede for, and you to pardon. 
Farewel. 24 


LETTER CXXVILL . 
To Severus. | 


] HAVE been muchalarmed by the ill 


tiate of health of Paſſienus Paulus, as 


indeed I had many and juſt reaſons, He 


has a moſt excellent and generous heart, 
of which 1 have the happineſs to ſhare 
tne warmeſt friendſhip. In his writings 
he very ſucceſsfully emulates theancients, 


whoſe ſpirit and manner he has cloſely 
imitated and happlly reſtored ; eſpecially 


that of Propertius, to whom he is no lets 
related by genius, than by blood, as he 
particularly reſembles that poet in his 
chief excellency. When you read his 
elegies, whatever is elegant, tender, and 
agreeaule, will conſpire to charm you; 
as you will cleariy diſcover they derive 
their lineage from Propertius. He has 
lately made ſome attempts in. the lyrie 
kind, in which he as ſucceſsfully copies 
the manner of Horace, as he has that of 


the other pont juit mentioned. You would 


imagine, were there ſuch a thing as a 
kindred in genius, that the blood of Ho- 
race likewiſe floaed in his veins, He diſ- 
plays a moſt wonderful compaſsand preg- 


nancy of imagination: when he deſcribes 


the paſſion of love, you perceive his 
heart is entirely poſſeſſed by the moſt 
tender ſentiments; when he paints the 


emotions of grief, you ſee his breaſt is / 


penetrated with the decpeſt ſorrow : when 
he enters upon topics of panegyric, it is 
with all the ardour of the warmeſt bene- 
volence; when he diverts himfelf with 
ſubjects of pleaſantry, it is in the ſpirit of 
the moit agrecable paiety; in ſhort, 
whatever ſpecies of poctry heengages in, 
teex:cutes it with ſuch a maſterly hand, 
tiiat one would imagine it were the ſingle 


188 ELEGANT EPISTLES. Beok I. 


branch to which he had applied himſelf. 
The dangerous indifpolition of ſuch a * 
friend, and ſuch a genius, occaſioned ag 
much auxiety to me, as it did pain to 
him. But at length he is recovered, and 
my peace is reſtored: an event which de- 
ſerves your congratulation, not only for 
my ſake, but for the ſake of learning it- 
ſelf, which ran as great a hazard by his 
danger, as it will receive glory by his re- 
covery, Farewel. | 


LETTER CXXIX. 
To Maximus. 
FE has frequently happened, as I haye 


been pleading before the centumyiri, 
that thoſe venerable judges, after haviug 
preſerved as much as poſſible the gravity 
and ſolemnity ſuitableto their character, 
have at length been forced, as it were, 
to break through all reſtraints, and have 


, riſen up, with one conſent, in my ap- 


plauſe. I have often likewiſe gained as 
much glory in the ſenate, as my utmolt 
withes could defire: but I never was 
touched with a more ſenſible pleaſurethan 
by an account which I lately received 
from Cornelius Tacitus. He informed 
me, that at the laſt Circenſian games 
he ſat next to a Roman knight, who, af- 
ter much diſcourſe had paſſed between 
them upon various points of learning, 
aſked him if he was an Italian, or a pro- 
vincial? Tacitus replied, ** Yourac- 
gquaintance with literature muſt have 
informed you who I am,” Ay! ſaid the 
knight, Pray then is it Tacitus or 
*« Pliny | am talking with?” I canngt 
expreſs how highly l am pleaſed to find, 
that our names are not ſo much the pro- 
per appellatives of men, as a kind of 
diſtinction for learning herſelf; and that 
eloquence renders us known to thoſe 


V ho would be ignorant of us by any other 


means. An accident of the ſame nature 
happened to me a few days ago. Fabius 
Rufinus, a perſon of diſtinguiſhed merit, 
was placed next to me at table; and be- 
low him a countryman of his, who was 
juſt then come to Rome forthe firſt time. 
R ufinus defired his friend to take notice 
of me, and fell into a converſation upon 
the ſubject of eloquence: ro whom the 
other immediately replied, ** That mult 
+ undoubtedly be Pliny.” To ownthe 
truth, I look upon theſe inſtances as 4 
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very conſiderable recompence of my la- 


hours. Had Demoſthenes reaſon to be 
pleaſed with the old woman of Athens 
crying out, ** This is Demoſthenes!” 
and may I not be allowed to congratulate 


my ſelf upon the extenſive reputation my 


name has acquired? Ves, my friend, I 
will rejoĩce in it, and without ſcruple own 
that I do. I only mention the judg- 
ment of others concerning e, not the 


me; when 1 ſhall have diſpatched theſe, 
1 will againtruſtmy muſe in yourcandid 
boſom. You will ſutfer my little doves 
and ſparrows to take wing among yuur 
eagles * if you ſh6uld have the ſame 
good opinion of them as they have of 

— z if not, you will kindly con- 


fine them to their cage and their neſis. 
Farewel. 


x, 


no man's reputation, ſo you are par 


they have approved themſelves to 


opinion I conceive of myſelf, L am not. 
afraid of incurring thecenſure of vanity; 
eſpecially from you, who, as you,envy | | | 
Nu, To Lupercus. 

larly zealous for mine. Fare % r ʒq 8 
5 ©] SAID once (and I think not impro- 
| 14 perly) of a certain orator of the pre- 
LETTER CXXX, _.: 'fent age, whoſe compoſitions are ex- 
_ _.._ © »tremely regular and correct, but by no 
5 means ſublime and ornamented, His 
only fault is, that he has none.” 
] GREATLY approve of your having, | Whereas he who is poſſeſſed of the true 
in compliance with my letter, received. ſpirit of oratory, ſhould be bold and ele- 
again into your family and favour, a vated, and ſometimeseven flame out and 
treed- man, wham you once admitted into be hurried away withall the warmth and 
a ſhare of your affection. It will afford violence of pafſion ; in ſhort, he ſhould 


you, I doubt not, great ſatisfaction. It frequently Par to great and even dan- 


certainly, at leaſt has me, both as it is a gerous heights: for precipices are gene- 
proof that you are capable of being go- rally near whatever is towering and ex- 
verned in your paſſion, and as it is an in- alted. The plain, tis true, affords a 
ſtance of your paying ſo much regard to ſafer, but for that reaſon a more humble 
me, as either to yield to my authority, or and inglorious path: they that run are 
to comply with my requeſt. You will more likely to fumble than they that 
accept, therefore, at once, both of my creep; but the latter gain no honour by 
applauſe and my thanks. At the ſame not ſlipping, while the former even fall 


LETTER cxxxll. N 


Jo Sabinianus. 


time | muſt adviſe you to be diſpoſed with glory. It is with eloquence as witn 


for the future to pardonthe errors of your ſome other arts; ſhe is never more pleaſ- 
people, though there ſhould de none to ing than when ſhe hazards moſt. Have 
interpoſe in their behalf. Farewel, you not obſerved what acclamations our 
rope-dancers excite, at the ĩiuſtant of im- 
minent danger? Whatever is moſt unex- 
pected and hazardous; or, as the Greeks 
= itrongly expreſs it, whatever is moſt dar- 
To Mamilianus. ing, has always the greateſt ſhare of our 
ny” admiration, The pilot's ſkill is by no 
T HOUGH you complain ofthe crowd means equally proved in a calm, as in a 
of military affairs which preſs upon ſtorm : iy the former caſe he tamely en- 
you, yet, as if you were enjoying the ters the port, unnoticed and unapplauded ; 
molt uninterrupted leiſure, you read and but when the cordage cracks, the matt 
admire, it ſeems, my poetical trifles, and bends, and the rudder groans, then is it 
not a little encourage me {till to perſevere thaj he ſhines forth in fall luſtre, and is 
in them, I begin, indeed, to purſue adored axlittle inferior toa ſea-god. The 
this kind of ftudy, not only with a view reaſon of m making this obſervation is, 
to my amuſement, but my glory, fince hecaufe, if I miltake not, you have 
| the marked ſome paſſages in my writings for 
Judgment of a man of your gravity and being tumid, exorbitant, and over- 


learning, and, what is more than all, of wrought, which, in my eſtimation, are 
your veracity. At preſent | have ſome 


cauſes upon my hands, which (though not * Alluding to the Roman ſtanda d. which 
very deeply indeed, howeve ) engage was an eagle 6/64 upon the top of a ſpear. 
| ful! 


LETTER OCXXXI. 


tull and bold and ſublime. But it is ma- 
terial to conſider, whether your criticiſm 
turns upon ſuch points as are real faults, 
or only itriking and remarkable expreſ- 
tons. Whatever is elevated is fure to be 
ovlerved;. but it requires a very nice 
judgment to diſtinguiſh the bounds be- 
teen true and falſe grandeur; between 
a juſt and enormous height. Togivean 
inſtance out ef Homer, both of the 

and elevated ſty le, in the following lines; 


which can ſcarce, I imagine, have eſ- 


caped any reader's obſer vation: 


Neavꝰn in loud thunder bids thetrumpet ſound; 
And wide beneath them groans the rending 
ground ®, 
Again, 
Reclin'4 on clouds his ſteed and armour lay f. 
So in this whole paſſage : | 
As torrents roll, increas'd by numerous rills , 
| With rage impetuous down their echoing hills, 


uh to the valcs, and pour*d along the plain, 
Roar through a theuſandchannels to the main. 


It requires, I ſay, a very delicate hand 
to poiſe theſe metaphors, and determine 
whether they are too tigurative and lofty , 
or truly majeſtic or ſublime. Not that I 
think any thing which 1 have wrote or 
can write, admits of compariſon with 
_ theſe, I am not extravagant enough to 
lay ſo: what I would be underſtood to 
contend for is, that we ſhould throw up 
the reins to eloquence, nor reſtrain the 
daring flights of genius within too nar- 
row a compaſs. Hut it will be ſaid, per- 
haps, there is a wide difference between 
orators and poets. As if, in truth, Tully 
were not as bold in his figures as any of 
the poets, But not to mention particular 
inttances from him, in a point where, I 
imagine, there can be no diſpute; does De- 
moitheneshimſelf,that wodelandſtandard 
of true oratory, does Demoſthenes check 
and repreſs the fire of his genius, in that 
well known paſſage which begins thus: 
© Ye infamous flatterers, ye evil genii, 
* &c.?”—And again, © It is neither 
with ſtones nor bricksthat I have for- 
** tified this city, &c,”"—And after- 
wards; I have thrown up theſe out- 
works before At:ica, and pointed out 


® nad xxi. 387. Pore's tranſlavon 
+ !liad » 336. fſpe:king of Mars. 
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* to you all the reſources which human 
„ prudence can ſuggeſt, &c.” Aud in 
another place; U my countrymen, I 
«++ ſwear by the immortal Gods, that he 
is intoxicated with the grandeur of his 
« ownactions, &c.“ But what can be 
more daring and beautiful than that long 
digreffion, which begins in this manner; 


A terrible diſeaſe, O my countrymen, 


© has ſeized upon all Greece, &c. ?”—. 
The following paſſage likewiſe, though 
ſomething ſhorter, is conceived in the 
ſame boldneſs of metaphor :;—** Then it 
vas I roſe up in oppoſition to thedaring 
+ Pytho, who poured forth a torrent of 
*« menaces againſt you, &c.” — The ſub. 
ſequent ſtricture is of the ſame ſtamp: 
*« Whenaman has ſtrengthened himſelf, 
as Philip has, in avarice and wicked- 
„ neſs, upon the firſt pretence that offers 
itſelf, at the firlt falſe ſtep, be it ever 
ſo inconſiderable, he briſtles up his 
*« mane and deſtroys all, &c,.”— So in 
the ſame ſtyle with the foregoing is this: 
—* Railed off, as it were, from the pri- 
vileges of ſociety, by the concurrent 
* and juſt judgments of the three tri- 
* bunals in the city.” - And in the ſame 
place: O Ariftegiton! you have be- 
* trayed that mercy which uſed to be 
*© ſhewn to offences of this nature, or ra- 
* ther, indeed, you have wholly ex- 
© hauſted it. In vain then would you 
fly for refuge to a port, which you 
„ have ſhut up, and choaked with piles.” 
—He had ſaid before; I am afraid, 
© therefore, you ſhould-appear, in the 
judgment of ſome, to have ſet up a 
„ public office for bad education: for 
there is a weakneſs in all wickedneſs, 
„ which renders it unable to ſupport it. 
„ feif ?“ - And a little, lower; | 
©« ſee none of theſe reſources open to 
+ him; but all is precipice, gulph, and 
profound abyſs.” —And again: Nor 
do | imagine that our anceſtors erected 
© thoſe courts of judicature, that men 0! 
nis character ſhould be planted there; 
but on the contrary, that none may de. 
* fire to imitate their evil actions. — 
And afterwards: If he is then the at. 
«© tificer of every wickedneſs, if he 
« openly makes it his trade and traffic, 
« &c.”— Anda thouſand other paſſages 
which I might cite to the ſame purpo'e; 
not to mention thoſe expreſſions which 
Aſchines fays are not words, but _ 
i ; | 8: >, 
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ders.— Vou will tell me, perhaps, I have 
unwarily mentioned Aſchines, ſince De- 
moſthenes is condemned, even by him, 
for running into theſe figurative expreſ- 
ſions. But obſerve, I intreat you, how 


far ſuperior the former orator is to his 


criticiſer, and ſuperior too in the very paſ- 
ſages to which he objects: for in others, 
the ſtrength of his genius diſcovers it- 
ſelf; in thoſe above quoted, the ſublimity 
of it ſhines out. But does Æſchines him- 
ſelf avoid what he reproves in Demoſ- 
thenes ?. The orator,” ſays he, A- 
* thenians, and the law, ought to ſpeak 
the ſame language; but when the voice 
of the law, declares onething, and that 
of the orator another, we ſhould give 
our vote to the juſtice of the law, not 
„to the impudence of the orator.”— 
And in another place : © He afterwards 
*« manifeſtly diſcovered the deſign he 
had, of concealing his fraud under 
cover of the decree, having expreſsly 


declared therein, that the am baſſadors 


*« ſent to the Oretæ gave the five talents, 
not to you, but to Callias. And that 
„you may be convinced what I ſay is 
the truth (after having ſtripped the 
« decree of its gallies, its pomp and 
* oſtentation}, read the clauſe itſelf,” — 
And in another part : ** Sufter him not 
to break cover and wander out of the 
limits of the.queſtion :*'* A metaphor 
he is ſa fond of, that he repeats it again: 
But remaining firm and confident in 
the aſſembly, drive him into the merits 
of the queſtion, and obſerve well how 
he doubles.” —ls his ſtyle more re- 
ſerved and ſimple, when he ſays: But 
you are for ever wounding our ears, 
and are more concerned in the ſucceſs 


of your daily harangues, than for the 


** ſalvation of the city,” — What follows 
is conceived in a yet higher ſtrain of fi- 
gure : © Will you not expel this man as 
the common calamity ef Greece? will 
you not ſeize and puniſh this pirate of 


the ſtate, who ſails about in queſt of 


. © favourable con junctures? &c.” - with 
many other paſſages of the like nature. 
And now I expe& you will make the 
lame attacks upon certain expreſſions in 
this letter, as vou did upon thoſe | have 
been endeavouring to defend. The rud- 


der that groans, and the pilot compared 


toaſea-god, $111 not, I imagine, efcape 
rour criticiſm : for | perceive while I am 
'uing for indulgence to my former ſtyle, 
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I have fallen into the fame turn of figure 
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that you condemn. But attack them if 
ou pleaſe, provided you will immedi- 
N 5 int a day when we may meet 
to diſcuſs theſe matters in perſon : you 
will then either teach me to be leſs 
daring, or 1 ſhall learn you to be more 
bold. Farewel. 


LETTER CXXXIII. 
To Romanus. 


YOUR letters have at length reached 

me, and | received three at once: 
all written in the ſtrongeſt ſpirit of elo- 
quence and friendſhip, and ſuch as | had 


. reaſon to expect from you, eſpecially af- 


ter having wiſhed for them ſo long. In 
one, you enjoin me the very agreeable 
commiſſion of forwarding your letter to 
that excellent lady, the virtuous Plotina®: 
I will take care to do ſo. At the ſame 
time you recommend to me Popilius Ar- 
te miſius ; and accordingly I have per- 
formed your requeſt, Vou tell me alſo 
your vintage has proved extremely mo- 
derate. That complaint, notwithſtand- 
ing we are ſeparated by ſuch diſtant 
countries, is common to us both. Your 
ſecond letter informs me, that you are 
employed in dictating and writing upon a 
ſubject, wherein you have me ſtrongly in 
view. Iam nuch obliged to you; and 
ſhould be more ſo, if you would give me 
the pleaſure of reading your performance, 
It is but juſt indeed, that as I communi- 
cate to you all my compoſitions, you 
ſhould ſutfer -me to partake of yours, 
even though they ſhould turn upon ſub- 
jects which concern others. You pro- 
miſe me in the cloſe of your letter, that 
as ſoon as you ſhall be informed with 
certainty, in what manner I intend to diſ- 
poſe of myſelr, you will make an elope- 
*Plotina was conſort tothe emperor Trajun 
Her vitues are celebrated by ſeveral hiſtorianw 
an] our author draws a moſt amia ble character 
of h: r in feu words, in his noble panegyric upon 
that prince. He :epreſent« her (andhe could not 
give a higher idea of her)asmeriting the choice 
of that exgeilent - mp: ror, ofa ſanctity of manners 
wo thy of ancient Rome, plain in ber habit, 
modeſt in her equipage, and polite in her ad- 
dreſo. She greatly contributed, it is (aid, to the 
wiſe choice which Trajan made of a ſucceſſor; 
a d Adrian, in gratitude for her good offices to 
him in that clecti n, dedicated a magnificent 
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ment from your family, and immediately 
fly to me: I am already preparing cer - 
tain chains for you, which, when I have 
you here, you will by no means beable 
to break through: I learn from your 
third, that my oration in behalf of Cla- 
rius has been delivered to you, which ap- 
pears, it ſeems, more full than when you 
eard it pronounced. 

feſs; for 1 afterwards very conſiderably 
enlarged it. You mention having ſent 
me another letter, which you ſay was 
written with peculiar elegance, and de- 
fire to know if I have received it: I have 
not, but impatiently wiſh for its arrival. 
To make me amends, write to me upon 
every the firſt opportunity, and pay me 
with full intereſt for this delay; which 1 
ſhall compute, be aſſured, at the higheſt 
rate : for tell me, can I acquit yuu upon 
more reaſonable terms? Farewel. 


LETTER CXXXIV. 
| To Rufticus. 
5 ASit is far better to excel in any ſingle 


art, than to arrive only at a medio- 
erity in ſeveral; ſo, on the other hand, a 
moderate ſkill in ſeveral is tobe preferred, 
where one cannot attain to perfection in 
any. Upon this maxim it is, that I have 
, attempted compoſitions of various ſorts, 
as I could not expect to carry any parti- 
cular one to its higheſt point of excel- 
lency. I hope, therefore, when you read 
any performance of mine, you will conſi- 
Jer it with that indulgence which is due 
to an author, who has not confined him- 
| ſelf toalingle manner of writing, but has 
ſtruck out into different kinds. In every 
other ſort of workmanſhip, the number 
pieads ſome excuſe for the deficiencies of 
the artiſt ; and ſhall works of literature, 
the moſt difficultofall others, be tried by 
a ſeverer law? But whilſt I am beſpeak- 


ing your candour, am I not bringing my 


gratitude in queſtion ? For, if you receive 
theſe laſt pieces with the ſame indulgence 
that you haveall my former, I have more 
reaſon to hope for your applauſe, than to 
ſue for your pardon, However, your 
pardon will be ſufficient. Farewel. 


LETTER CXXXV. 


To Geminus. 


NEV have ſrequently in converſation, 
and lately ina lette;,commended your 
| friend Noutus to me for his great li- 
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It is ſo, I con- 


berality to ſome particular perſons : 1 
ſhall join with you in his applauſe, if his 
bounty is not confined to thoſe only, I 
would have him who deſires to ſhew him- 
ſelf influenced by a ſpirit of true genero- 
(ity, be liberal to his country, his kin- 
dred, his relations, and his friends; his 


friends, I mean, in diſtreſs: not like thoſe 


who chiefly beſtow their preſents where 


there is the greateſt ability to make re- 


turns. I do not look upon ſuch as part- 
ing with any thing. of their own ; on the 
contrary, I conſider their bounties as 
only ſo manydiſguiſed baits, thrown out 
with a deſignof catching the property of 
others. Much of the ſame character are 
thofe who defraud - one man in order to 
be generousto another, and purſue muni- 
ficence through the pathsofavarice. The 
firſt and fundamental principle of genuine 


+ liberality is, to be contented with one's 


own; and after that, to cheriſh and em- 
brace all the moſt indigent of every kind, 
in one comprehenſive circle of beneyo- 


. lence, If your friend obſerves this rule 


in its full extent, he is entirely to be 
commended ; if he only partially purſues 
It, ſtill he deſerves (in a leſs degree in- 


deed, however, he deſerves) applauſe: 


ſo uncommon 1s it to meet with an in- 


ſtance of generoſity even of the moſt im- 


perfect kind! The luſt of avarice has fo 
totally ſeized upon mankind, that their 
wealth ſeems rather to poſſeſs them, than 
they to poſleſs their wealth, Farewel. 


LETTER CXXXVI. 
To Titianus. 


WI AT are you doing? And what do 

you propoſe to do ? As for myſelf, 
I paſs my life in the moſt agreeable, that 
is, in the moſt diſengaged manner ima- 
ginable. 
in the humour to write a long letter, 
though I am to read one, I am too 


much a man of pleaſure for. the former, 


and juſt idle enough for the latter ; for 
uone are more indolent, you know, than 
the volvpruous, or have more curioſity 
than thoſe who have nothing to do. 
Fare wel. | | 
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I do not find myſelf therefore, 
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LETTER CXXXVII. 

: To Canixius. = 

[ Hays met with a ftory which, though 
it is ſupported by undoubted credit, 
has all the air of fable, and would afford 
a very proper ſubject for the ſublĩmity of 
your lively and truly poetical genius. It 
was related to me the other day at table, 
where the converſation happened to turn 
upon various kinds of miraculous events. 
The perſon who gave the account was a 
man of unſuſpected veracity :— but what 
has a poet to do with truth? However, 
you might venture to rely upon his teſti- 
mony, even though you had the character 
of a faithful hiſtorian to ſupport. There 
is in Africa a town called Hippo, ſituated 
not far from the ſea coaſt: it ſtands upon 
a navigable lake, from whence a current 
runs into the main ocean, which ebbs 
and flows with the ſea. Perſons of all ages 
divert themſ-lves here with fiſhing, ſail- 
ing, or ſwimming; elpecially boys, whom 
love of play and idleneſs bring hither. 
The conteſt among them is, who ſhall 
have the glory of ſwimming fartheſt ; and 
he that leaves the ſhore and his compa- 
nions at the greateſt diſtance, gains the 
victory. It happened in one of theſe 
trials of ſkill, that a certain boy, more 
bold than the reſt, launched out towards 
the oppoſite thore, He was met by a 
dolphin “, who ſometimes ſwam before 
bim and ſometimes behind him, then 
played round him, and at Jaſt took him 
upon his back, then let him down, and 
afterwards took him up again; and thus 
carried the poor frighted boy out into the 
deepeſt part; when immediately he turns 
back again to the ſhore, and lands him 
among his companions. The fame of 


this remarkable accident ſpread through 


the town, and crowds of people flocked 
| round the boy (whom they viewed as 
a kind of prodigy) to aſk him queſtions, 
and hear him relate the ſtory. The 
next day the ſhore was lined with multi- 
tudes of ſpectators, all attentively ob- 
ſerving the ocean, and (what indeed is 
almolt it ſelt an ocean) the lake. In the 
mean while the boys ſwam as aſual, and 


among the reſt, the youth I am ſpeaking 


* This animal is celebrated by ſeveral of 
ine ancients for its philantropy, and Pliny 
eelder,in particular, relates this very ſtory, 
amony other inſtances, in confirmation of 


that notion, See Plin. Hiſt, Nat. I 9. c. 8. 
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of went into the lake, but with more  - 
. . caution than befofe. The dolphin Ja 4 


peared again and came to the boy, 


gh together with his companions ſwam away | 


with the utmoſt precipitation. The dol- 
phin, as it were, to invite and recal 
them, bounded and dived up and downg 
winding about in a thouſand difteren 
circles, This he practiſed for fever 
days together, till the people (accuſtomed 
from their infancy to the ſea) be- 
n to be aſhamed of their timidity. 
They ventured therefore, to advance 
nearer, playing with him and calling him 
to them, while he in return ſuffered 
himſelf to be touched and ſtroked. Uſe 
rendeied them more courageous: the 
boy in particular, who firſt made the 
experiment, ſwam by the fide of him, 
and leaping upon his back, was carried 
about in that manner : thus they began 
to be fond of and acquainted with each 
other. There ſeemed now, indeed, to 
be no fear on either fide, the confidence 
of the one and tameneſs of the other mu- 
tually increaſing; the reſt of the boys in 
the mean while ſurrounding and encou- 
raging their companion. It is very re- 
markable, that this dolphin was followed 
by a ſecond, which ſeemed only as a ſpec · 
tator and attendant on the former ; for 
he did not at all ſubmit to the ſame fami- 
liarities as the firſt, but only conducted 
him backwards and forwards, as the boys 
did their comrade. But what is farther 
ſurpriſing and no leis true than that I 
have already related, is, this dolphin, 
who thus played with the boys and car- 
ried them upon his back, would come 
upon the ſhore, dry himſelf in the ſandy 
and as ſoon as he-grew warm, roll back 
into the ſea, Octavius Avitus, deputy 
governor of the province, from an ab- 
ſurd piece cf ſuperſtition, poured ſome 
precious ointment over him as he lay on 
the ſhore “; the novelty and ſmell of which 
made him retire into the ocean, and it 
was not till after ſeveral avs that he was 
ſeen again, when he appeared dull and 
languid; however he recovered his 
ſtrength, and continued his uſual wanton 


* It was a religious ceremony iſed 
by the ancients to pour precious ointmenta 
upon the ſlatues of their gods: Avitus it is 
probable imagined this dolphia was ſome 
ſea-divinity, and therefore exprefſed his 
veneration of him by the ſolemnity of a 
facred unction. 
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tricks. All the magiſtrates round the 
country flocked hither to vie this ſight, 
the enter: ainment of whom upon their ar- 
rival, and during their ſtay, was an addi- 
tional expence, which the ſtender finances 
of this little community would ill afford; 
beſides, the quiet and retirement of the 
place was utterly deſtroyed. It was 
tliought proper therefore to remove the 
occaſion of this concourſe, by privately 
Killing the poor dolphin. And now, 
with what a flow of tenderneſs will you 
deſcribe this fad cataſtrophe ! and how 
will your genius adorn and heighten this 
moving ſtory! Theugh, indeed, it does 


not require any fictitious embelliſhments : 


it will be ſufficient to place the real cir- 
cumftances in their full light. Farewel. 


LETTER. CXXXVIH. 
To Appius. 


1 Have received your book, and return 
you thanks for it: but am at preſent ſo 
much engaged, that I have not time to 
read it; which, however, I impatiently 
wiſh to do. I have that high reverence 
for learning in general, and for your com- 
poſitions in particular, that I think it a 
fort of profanation to approach tnem but 
with a mind entirely diſengaged. I ex- 
tremely approve of your care in reviſing 
your works; rememier, however, this 
exactneis has its limits: too much poliſh- 
ing rather weakens than ſtrengthens a 
erformance. Beſides, this exceſſive de- 
— while it calls one off from other 
purſuits, not only prevents any new at- 
tempts, but does not even finiſh what it 
has begun, Farewel. 1 


LETTER CXXXIX. 
Ta Fuſcus. 


oO defire to know in what manner I 

diſpoſe of my time, in my tummer 
villa at Tuſcum. I rije juſt when I find 
myſelf in the humour, though generally 
with the ſun ; ſometimes indecd ſooner, 
but ſeldom later. When I am up, I 
continue to keep the ſhutters of my cham- 
ber windows cloſed, as darkneſs. and ſi- 
| lence wonderfully promote meditation. 


Thus free and abſtracted from thoſe out- 
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ward objects which diſſipate attention, [ 


eſt, ſteals away imperceptibly. 
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am left to my own thoughts; nor ſuffer 
my mind to wander with my eyes, but 
keep my eyes in ſubjection to my mind, 
which, when they are not diſtracted by a 
multiplicity of external objects, ſee nothing 
but what the imagination repreſents ty 
them. If I have any compolition upon 
my hands, this is the time I chooſe te 
conſider it, not only with reſpett to the 
general plan, but even the ſtyle and ex- 
preſſion, which I ſettle and correct as if 
I were actually writing. In this manner 
I compoſe mot e or leis as the ſubject is 
more or leſs difficult, and I find mylieif 
able to retain it. Then I call my ſecre- 
tary, and opening the ſhuiters, I dictate 
to him, what | have compoſed, after 
which I diſmiſs him for a little while, and 
then call him in again. About ten or 
eleven of the clock (tor I do not obſerve 


one fixed hour), according as the weather 
proves, I either walk upon my terrace, 


or in the covered portico, and there l 
continue to meditate or dictate what te- 
mains upon the ſubject in which I am en- 
gaged. From thence I get into my cha- 
riot, where I employ myſelf as before, 
when I was walking or in my ſtudy; and 
find this changing of the ſcene preſerves 
and enlivens my attention. At my te- 
turn home, I repoſe myſelf ; then I take 
a walk; and after that, repeat aloud 
fome Greek or Latin oration, not o 


much for the fake of ſtrengthening my 


elocuiion as my digeſtion ; though in- 
deed the voice at the ſame time finds its 
account in this practice, Then I walk 
again, am anointed, take my exerciſes, 
and go into the bath. At ſupper, if 1 
have only my wife or a few friends with 
me, ſome author is read to us; and after 
ſupper we are entertained either with 
mulic or an interlude. When that is f- 
nithed, I take my walk with my family, 


m the number of which I am not without 
. ſome perſons of literature. Thus we pals 


our evenings in various converſation; 
and the day, even when it is at the long- 
Upon 
ſome occaſions I change the order in 
certain of the articles abovementionel. 
For inſtance, if I have ſtudied longet 
or walked more than utual, after my fe- 
cond ſleep and reading an oration or two 
aloud, inſtead of uſing my chariot I get 
on horſeback ; by which means I take 
much, exercile and loſe leſs time. I 
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viſits of my friends from the neighbour- 
ing villages claim ſome part of the day ; 
and ſometimes by an agreeable interrup- 
tion, they come in very ſeaſonably to re- 
lieve me when I am fatigued, I now 
and then amuſe myſelf with ſporting, but 
always take my tablets into the held, that 
though I ſhould not meet with game, J 
may at leaſt bring home ſomething. Part 
of my time too (though not ſo much as 
they defire) is allotted to my tenants ; 
and I find their ruthck complaints give a 
ꝛeſt to my ſtudies and engagements of the 
politer kind. Farewel. 


LET TER CEL. 
To Mufiicus. 


* compliance with the advice of the 
Aruſpices *, I intend to rebuild and en- 
large the temple of Ceres, which ſtands 
upon my tate. It is indeed a very an- 
cient fabric, and though extremely finall, 
yet upon a certain ſtated anniverſary is 
much frequented. On the 13th of Sep- 
tember great numbers of people from all 
the country round aſſemble there, at which 
time many affairs are tranſacted, and 
many vows paid and offered; but there 
is no ſhelter for them againſt the incle- 
mency of the weather. I imagine then, 
hall do at once an act of piety and mu- 
nificence, if at the ſame time that I build 
z beautiful temple, I add to it a ſpacious 
portico ; the firſt for the ſervice cf the 
goddeſs, the other for the uſe of the 
people, I beg therefore you would pur- 
chaſe for me four marble pillars, of what- 
ever kind you ſha}l think proper; as alſo 
a quantity of marhle for laying the floor 
and incruſting the walls. You mult like- 


The buſineſs of the Aruſpices was; to 
examine the heafls which were offered in 
facrifice, and from thence to foretel the 
ucceſs of any enterpriſe. 
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wiſe either buy a ſtatue of the goddeſe, or 


procure one to be made, for age has 
maimed, in ſome parts, the ancient one 
of wood which ſtands there at preſent. 
With reſpe& to the portico, I do not re- 
collect there is any thing you can fend 
me that will he ſerviceable ; unlels you 
will ketch me out a plan ſuitable to the 
ſituation of the place. It is not practica- 
ble to build it round the temple, becauſe 
it is encompaſſed on one ſul: by the river, 
whoſe banks are exceedinsly ſteep; and 
on the other, by the high road. Beyond 
this road lies a very large meaddw, in 
which the por ico may be conveniently 
enough placed, oppoſiie to the temple ; 
unlets you, who know fo well how to 
conquer the inconveniences of nature, 
bY art, can propole ſome better ſituation. 
Farewel. | 


LETTER Cx. 
To Fuſcus. 
Y OU are much pleaſed, I find, with 


the account I gave you in my former 
letter, of the manner in which I ſpend 
the ſummer ſeaſon at Tuſcum ; and de- 
fire to know what alteration I make in 
my method when I am at Laurentinum 
in the winter? None at all except abridg- 
ing myſelf of my ſleep at noon, and em- 
ploying part of the night in ſtudy: and 
if any cauſe requires my attendance at 
Rome (which in winter very frequently 
happens), inſtead of having interiudes or 
muhe after ſupper, I meditate upon what 
I have dictated, and by often reviſing it 
in my own mind, fix it in my memor 
Thus I have given you my ſcheme of 
life in ſummer and winter; to which you 
may add the intermediate ſeaſons of ſprin 
and autumn. As at thoſe tim-s I lote 
nothing of the day, fo I ſtudy but little 
in the night, Farewel, 


> 


ELEGANT 
Sc. Gc. Ge. 


EPISTLES, 


A 


BOOK THE SECOND. 


MODERN 


LETTERS 


8 E Ee r1ͤ̃ 1 


MISCELLANEOUS OF EARLY DATE. 


* 


LETTER. I. | 
Henry VIII. to Anne Bullen. 
My Sweetheart and Friend, 


] AND my heart put themſelves into 


your hands, begging of you to take 
them to your good 4 — 3 and that by 
my being abſent from you, your affection 
may not be diminiſhed towards them; 
for it would be a great pity to augment 
their pain; for abſence gives me enough, 
and more than ever, and more than I 
could have thought, and calls to my re- 
membrance a point of aſtronomy, which 
is this, That by how much farther the 
Moors are diſtant from the fun, the heat 
is notwithſtanding more fervent ; ſo it is 
with our love: for though we are per- 
ſonally diſtant from each other the — 
of love remains, at leaft on our fide, and 
I hope the fame on yours, aſſuring you, 
that the anxiety of abſence is already too 
great; and when I think of the augment- 
ation thereof, which 1 muſt {till ſuffer, if 
it was not for the firm hope I have of 
your inviolable affection towards me, to 
put you in remembrance. of that, ſince I 
cannot he perſonally with you at preſent, 
I fend you the neareſt likenels to it I can, 


to wit, my picture ſet in bracelets, the 


only device which I have left, _— 
myſelf in their place whenever it ſhall 
pleaſe you, Written by the hand of 
your ſervant and friend, 


SETTEAR MK 
To the ſame. 


Tur uneaſineſs I bore by being uncer- 
tain of your health, gave me a great 


deal of trouble: nor could I enjoy any 


quiet without knowing the truth : but as 
you have as yet felt nothing, I hope I 
may aſſure you that you will eſcape it“, 
as I hope we have ; for we were at Walt- 
ham, where two uſhers, two valet de 
chambre, your brother, and maſter trea- 
ſurer fell — but are now perfectly re- 
covered; ſince which we betook ourſelves 
to your houſe at Hondſon, where, God 
be praiſed, we are very well for the pre- 
ſent; and I believe, if you will retire 
from Surry as we have done, you will 
eſcape it without any danger. And to 
give you ſtill greater comfort, I am in- 


formed of a truth that very few or no 


women have fell fick, but none of our 


court, and that very few in theſe parts 


The Sweating Sicknels, * 
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have died; wherefore I beg of you, my 
dearly beloved, to harbour no fear, nor 


to give yourſeif uneaſineſs at our abſence ; 
for whereſoever I am I am yours. Not- 


withſtanding we mutt ſometimes obey the 
will of fortune; for who will, in ſome. 


things, fliive againtt her, are often drove 
the farthelt back; wherefore comfort 
yourſelf and be courageous, and fling 


away all evil as far as you can. I hope 


ſoon to make you ſing the return. Time, 
at preſent, will let me write no more, 
but that I wiſh myfelf in your arms, to 
eaſe you of your juſt thoughts, Written 
by the hand of him who 15, and ever 
ſhal! be, yours. 


LETTER 1).- 
| To the ſame. 


TH examining the contents of your 

letters put ine into a very great 
agony, not knowing how underitand 
them, whether to my diſadvantage, as in 
ſome others I underſtand ; begging of 
you, with a ſincere heart, to — me 
of your intentions in regard to the love 


between us. Neceſlity obliges me to 


inſiſt on this anſwer, having for more 


than a year paſt been pierced by a dart 
of love, not being aſſuied where to find 
place in your heart and affection ; which 
certain laſt pojut has guarded me a little 
while in this, not to call you my miſtrets, 
with which if you love me but with a 
eommon love, this name is not appro- 
rar to you; for that denotes a ſingu- 
arity vailly different from common love. 
But if you have a mind to perform the 
part of a truly loyal miſtreis and triend, 
give vourſelt body and heart to me, who 
would be, and has been long, your moſt 
loyal ſervant.” If with rigour you do not 
forbid me, 1 promiſe that not only the 
name ſhall be due to you, but likewiſe 


take you for my miſtreſs; rejefting and 


treating others in compariſon of you, far 
from thought and affection, and to ſerve 
you only; begging of you to give me 
a full anſwer to this rude letter, on 
which and in which I may truſt. But 
if you do not pleaſe to give an anſwer 
in writing, appoint ſome place where [ 
may have it by word of mouth, and 
with a willing heart I will meet you at 
the place. No more, for fear of in- 


eommoding you. Written with the hand 
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Book II. 
of him who would willingly remain 
yours. Tae” 


LE LL IR IF 
To the ſame. 


HPARTILY thank you for your hand. 
ſome prelent, than which, well weigh. 
ing the whole, nothing is more beautiful 
not only for the beautitul diamond — 
veſſel in which the ſolitary damſel 5 
toſſed ; but principally tor the beautiful 
interpretation and moſt humble ſubmiſ- 
ſion, by your goodneſs in this caſe made 
uſe of, well thinking, that to merit this 
by opportunity will be very difficult, if 


your great humanity and favour did not 


aſſiſt me, for which I have watched, 
watch, and will watch all opportunities 
of retali.tion poſſible; to remain in 


which my whole hope has placed its im- 


mutable intention, which ſays, aut il/ic, 
aut nullibi. $a 0 

The demonſtrances of your affection 
are ſuch, the beautiful words, the letters 
ſo affectionately couched, which, in 
truth, oblige for ever to honour you, love 
and. ſerve you ; begging of you to con- 


tinue in this firm and conſtant purpole ; 


on my part aſſuring you that I will ra- 
ther augment it than make it reciprocal, 
if lovalty of heart, deſire of pleaſing you, 
without any other motive, may advance 
it; praying you, that if any time hereto- 
fore | have given you offence, that you 
would give me the fame pardon that you 
aſk ; aſſuring you that for the future my 
heart ſhall be wholly dedicated to you, 
much deſiring that the body might be 
alſo, as God can do it, if he pleaſes, to 
whom I beg once a day to do it, hoping 
that in time my prayers may be heard, 
withing the time to be ſhort, thinking it 
very long to our review, Written by 
the hand of my ſecretary, who, in heart, 
body and will, is your loyal and molt 
aſlured ſervant. , 


ern Vi 
To the ſame. 


APrxoacuins near the time which 
has ſeemed fo long to me, I rejoice 

the more, becauſe it ſeems to me almoſt 
come, notwithſtanding the entire accom- 
pliſhment cannot be till the two perſons 
ale 


Sect. I. M O D 
are met; which meeting is more deſired 
on my part than any worldly thing ; for 
what ſatisfaction can be fo great in this 
world as to enjoy the company of one's 
moſt dearly deloved, knowing that ſhe 
has the ſame pleaſure on her ſide? The 
thought of which gives me a deal of 
pleaſure z then judge what muſt the per- 
jon do whole abſence has given me more 
heart-achings than tongue or writing can 
expreſs, and which nothing but her pre- 
ſence can remedy ? Begging you, my 
dear, to tell your father, on my part, to 
come two days before the time appointed, 
that he may be at court before, or at 
leaſt on the day fixed; for otherwiſe I 
ſhall think that he made not the courſe of 
the amorous, nor anſwered my expecta- 
tion, No more at preſent for want of 
time; hoping very ſoon that by word of 
mouth, I thall tell you the pains I have 
ſuffered during your abſence, Written 
by the hand of my ſecretary, who wiſhes 
himſelf now privately. with you, who is, 
and ever will be, your loyal and moſt 
aſſured ſervant. | 


LETTER-YVE 
To the ſame. 


Darling, ; 

THESE ſhall be only to advertiſe you, 

that this bearer and his fellow be 
diſpatched with as many things to com- 
pals our matter, and to bring it to paſs, 
as our wits could imagine or deviſe ; 
which brought to paſs, as I truſt by their 
dil;gence it ſhall be ſhortly, you and [ 
ſhall have our defired end, which ſhould 
be more to my heart's eaſe, and more 
quietneſs to my mind, than any other 
thing in this world, as, with God's grace, 
thortly I truſt ſhall be proved, but not ſo 
ſoon as I would it were; yet I wiNtsfure 
you there ſhall be no time loſt th ay 
be won, and further cannot be done, for 
ultra poſſe non eſi eſſe. Keep him not too 
long with you, but defire him, tor your 
lake, to make the more ſpeed; for the 
ſouner we ſhall have word from him, the 
ſooner ſhall our matter come to paſs. 
And thus upon truſt of your ſhort repair 
to London, 1 make an end of my letter, 
mine own ſweet heart. Written with the 
hand of him who deſireth as much to be 
Yours as you do to have him. 
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LETTER VII. 
Deen Anne Bullen to King Henry. 
Sir, A 


Y UR grace's diſpleaſure and my im- 
priſonment are things ſo ſtrange unto 
me, as what to write, or what to excuſe, 
I am altogether ignorant. Whereas you 
ſend unto- me (willing me to confels a 
truth and fo obtain your favour) by ſuch 
an one whom you know to be mine an- 
cient profeſſed enemy, I no ſooner re- 
ceived this meſſage by him, than I rightly 
conceived your meaning; and, if, as you 
ſay, confeſſing a truth, indeed, may pro- 
cure my ſafety, I ſhall; with all willing- 
neſs and duty, perform your command. 
But let not your grace ever imagine, 
that your poor wife will ever be brought 
to acknowledge a fault, where not ſo 
much as a thought thereof preceded. 
And, to ſpeak a truth, never prince had 
wife more loyal in all duty, and in all 
true affection, than you have ever ſound 


in Anne Bullen; with which name and 


place I could willingly have contented 
mylelf, if God and your grace's pleaſure 
had been fo pleated. Neither did I at 
any time fo far forget myſelf in my ex- 
altation, or received qucenſhip, but that 


1 aiways looked for ſuch an alteration as 


now I find; for the ground of my pre- 
ferment being on no ſurer foundation 
than your grace's fancy, the leaft alter- 
ation, I know, was fit and fufficient to 
draw that fancy to ſome other ſubject. 
You have choſen me from a low eſtate 
to be your queen and companion, far be- 
yond my deſert and deſire. If then you 
found me worthy of ſuch honour, good 
your grace let not any light fancy, or 
bad counſel of mine enemies, withdraw 
_ princely fayour from me; neither 
et that ſtain, that unworthy ſtain, of a 
diſloyal heart towards your good grace 
ever caſt fo foul a blot on your molt du- 
tiful wife, and the infant princeſs your 

daughter. 'Iry me, good king, but let 
me have a lawful trial z and let not my 
ſworn enemies fit as my accuſers and 
judges ;z yea, let me receive an open trial 
(tor my truth ihali fear no open ſhame); 
then ſhall you ſte either mine innocence 

cleared, your ſuſpicion and conſcience 


ſatisfied, the igrominy and fland:r of the 


world ſtopped, or my guilt openly de- 
clared, So that whatigeycr God or you 
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may determine of me, your grace ma 

be freed from an open CET —. 
offence being fo lawfully proved, your 
grace is at liberty, both before God and 
man, not only to execute worthy puniſh- 
ment on me, as an unlawful wife, but to 
follow your affection, already ſettled on 
that party, for whoſe ſake I am now as I 
em, whoſe name I could ſome good while 
| fince have pointed unto your grace, be- 
ing not ignorant of my ſuſpicion therein. 
But if you have aleady determined of 
me, and that not only my death, but an 
infamous ſlander, mult bring you the en- 
joying of your deſned happineſs, then I 
deſire of God that he wil! pardon your 
great ſin therein, and likewiſe mine ene- 
mies the inſtruments thereof; and that 
he will not call you to t ſtrict account 
for your unprincely and cruel uſage of 
me, at his general judgment ſeat, where 
both you and myſelf muſt ſhortly appear, 
and in whoſe judgment, I doubt not 
(whatſogver the world may think of me), 
mine innocence ſhall be openiy known 
and ſufficiently cleared. My laſt and 
only requeſt ſhall be, that myſelf may 
only bear the burthen of your grace's 
ditpleaſure, and that it may not touch 
the innocent ſouls of thoje poor gentle - 
men, who, as I underſtand, are likewiſe 
in ſtrait impriſonment for my ſike. If 
ever I found favour in your ſight, if ever 
the name of Anne Bullen hath been 
pleaſing in your ears, then let me obtain 
this requeſt 3 and I will ſo leave to trou- 


ble your grace any farther, with my 


earneſt prayers to the Trinity to have 
your grace in his good keeping, and to 
direct you in all your actions. From 
w doletul priſon in the Tower, the.6th 
of May. Your moſt loyal, and ever 
faithful wife. 


ren. 


A Letter from Lady More to Mr. Secre- 
.. tary Cromwell. 


Rich bonourable and my eſpecial 
goat maſter ſecretary : in my molt 


humble wiſe I recommend me unto your 


good maſterſnip, acknowledging mytelf 
to be moſt deeply bound to your good 
maſterſhip for your manifold goodneſs 
and loving favour, both before this time 
and yet daily, now alſo ſhewn towards 


* 
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my poor huſband and me. I pray Al. 
mighty God continue your goodnels ſo 
ſtill, for thereupon hangeth the greateſt 


part of my poor huſband's comfort and 
mine. The cauſe of my writing at this 
time, is to certify your eſpecial good 
maſterſhip of my gieat and extreme ne- 
ceſſity ; which, on and beſides the charge 
of mine own houſe, do pay weekly fifteen 
ſhillings for the board- wages of my poor 
huſband and his ſervant ; for the main- 
taining whereof I have been compelled, 
of very neceſſity, to ſell part of my ap- 
parel, for lack of other ſubſtance to make 
money of, Wherefore my moſt humble 
petition and ſuit to your maſte: ſhip at 
this time is, to deſire your maſterſhip's 
favourable advice and counſel, whether L 
may be to bold to attend upon the king's 
moſt gracious highneſs. I truſt there is 
no doubt in the cauſe of my impediment 
for the young man, being a ploughman, 
had been diſeaſed with the ague by the 
ſpace of three years before that he de- 
parted. And beſides this, it is now 
five weeks ſince he departed, and no 
other perſon diſeaſed in the houſe ſince 
that time; wherefore I moſt humbly 
beſeech your eſpecial good maſterſhip 
(as my only truſt is, and ejſe know not 
what to do, but utterly in this world to 
be undone) for the love of God to con- 


ſider the premiſes, and thereupon, of 


your moſt abundant goodneſs, to ſhew 
your moſt favourable help to the com- 
forting of my poor huſband and me, in 
this our great heavineſs, extreme age, 
and neceſſity. And thus we and all ours 
ſhall daily, during our lives, pray to God 
tor the proſperous ſucceſs of your right 
honourable dignity. By your poor con- 
tinual oratrix. | 


LETTER US 
Lady Stafford to My. Secretary Cromwell. 


ASTER ſecretary, after my poor re- 


commendations, which are httle to 


be regarded of me that am a pgvr ba- 


niſhed creatuie. This ſhall be to defire 


you to be good to my poor huſband and 


to me. I am ſure it is not unknown to 
you the high diſpleaſure that both he and 
I have both of the king's highneſs and 
the queen's grace, by the reaſon of our 

| marriage 
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marriage without their knowledge, 
wherein we both do yield ourſelves 
faulty, and do acknowledge that we did 
not well to be fo haſty or ſo bold without 
their knowledge. But one thing, good 
maſter ſecretary, conſider that he was 
young, and love overcame reaſon ; and 
for my part, I faw fo much honeſty in 
him that I loved him as well as he did 
me, and was in bondage, and glad I was 
to be at liberty: fo that for m 
faw that all the world did ſet ſo little by 
me, and he ſo much, that Iithought I 
could take no better way but to take him 
and to forſake all other ways, and live a 
poor hone t life with him; and ſo I do 
put no doubis but we ſhould, if we might 
once be ſo happy to recover the king's 
gracious favour and the queen's. For. 
well I might have had a greater man of 
birth, and a higher; but I aſſute you I 


could never have had one that ſhould have 


loved me fo well, nor a more honeſt man. 
And beſides that, he is both come of 
an ancient ſtock, and _ as meet (if 
it was his grace's pleaſure) to do the 
king ſervice as any young gentleman 
in his court. Therefore, good maſter 
ſecretary, this ſhall be my ſuit to you, 
that for the love that well I know you do 
bear to all my blood, though for my part 
I have not deſerved it but little, by the 
reaſon of my vile conditions, as to put 
ny huſband to the king's grace, that he 
may do his dut 
do. And, good maſter ſecretary, ſue for 
us to the king's highneſs, and beſeech 
his highneſs which ever was wont to 
take pity, to have pity on us; and that it 
would pleaſe his grace of his goodneſs, 
to ſpeak to the queen's grace for us; for 
as far as I can- perceive, her grace is ſo 
highly diſpleaſed with us both, that with- 
out the king be ſo good lord to us as to 
withdraw his rigour and ſue for us, -we 
are never like to recover her grace's fa- 
vour, which is too heavy to bear. And 


ſeeing there is no remedy, for God's 


* ſake help us, for we have been now a 


quarter of a year na I thank God, 
o ca 


and too late now to call that again zwhere- 
fore there is the more need to help. But 
if | were at my liberty and might chuſe, 
TI aſſure you, maſter ſecretary, for my 
little time I have tried ſo much honeſty 
to be in him, that I had rather beg my 
bread with him than to be the greateſt 
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part I 


as all other gentlemen 


is in the ſame caſe with me, for I believe 
verily he would not forſake me to be a 
king ; therefore, good maſter ſecretary, 
being we are fo well together, and do 
intend to live ſo honeſt: a life, though it 
be but poor, ſhow part of your IF 

to us well as you do to all the world 
beſides; for I promiſe you ye have the 
name to help all them that have need; 
and n——_—_ all your ſuitors I dare be 
bolu to ſay that you have no matter more 
to be pitied than ours; and therefore for 
God's ſake be good to us, for in you is 


all our truſt; and I beſeech you, good 


maſter ſecretary, pray my lord my father, 
and my lady, to be good to us, and to 
let me have their bleſſings, and my huſ- 
band their good will, and I will never 
deſire more of them. Alſo I pray you de- 


fire my lord of Norfolk, and my lord my 


brother to he good to us; I dare not write 
to them, they are ſo cruel againſt us ; but 


if with any pain that I could take with my. 


life I might win their good wills, I promi 

you there is no child living would venture 
more than I; and ſo I pray 7 to report 
by me, and you ſhall find my writin 

true; and in all points which I may pleaſe 
them- in, I ſhall he ready to obey them 
neareſt my huſband, whom I am moſt 


bound to, to whom I moſt heartily be- 


ſeech you to be good unto, which for my 
ſake is a poor baniſhed man, for an 
honeſt and a godly cauſe ; and being 


that I have read in old books that ſome 


for as juſt cauſes have by kings and 
ueens been pardoned by the ſuit of good 
Glks, I truſt it ſhall be our chance, 
through your good help to come to the 
ſame, as knoweth the God who ſendeth 
you health and heart's eaſe. Scribbled 
with her ill hand, who is your -poor 
humble ſuitor always to command, 


LETT EIN: 
Earl of Eſſex to Nueen Elizabeth, 


FROM a mind delighting in ſorrow, 
from ſpirits waſted with paſſion, from 

a heart torn in pieces with care, grief, 
and travel, from a man that hateth him- 
ſelf and all things that keepeth him alive, 
what ſervice can your majeſty expect, 
ſince your ſervice paſt deſeryes no more 
D d 8 than 
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than baniſhment or preſcription in the 
curſedeſt of all other countries? Nay, 
nay, it is your rebel's pride and ſucceſs 
that muſt give me leave to ranſom my 
life out of this hateful priſon of my 
loathed body; which if it happen ſo, 

our majeſty ſhall have no cauſe to miſ- 


linke the faſhion of my death, ſince the 


courſe of my life could never pleaſe you. 
Your majeſty's exiled ſervant, 


CET TEN XI. * 


| Lord Chancellor Egerton to the Earl of 


Eſex. 


6 is often ſeen, that he that ſtands by 
ſeeth more than he that playeth the 

me; and for the moſt part, every one 
in his own cauſe ftandeth in his own 
light, and ſeeth not ſo clearly as he 


ſhould. , Your Lordſhip hath dealt in 


other men's cauſes, and in great and 


-weighty affairs, with great wiſdom and 


judgment; now your own is in hand, you 
are not to contemn or refuſe the advice 
of any that love you, how ſimple ſoever. 
In this order I rank myſelf among others 
that love you, none more ſimple, and 


none that. love you with more true. and 


honeſt affection; which ſhall plead my 
excuſe if you ſhall either miſtake or 
miſtruſt my words or meaning. But, in 
your lordſhip's honourable wiſdom, I 
neither doubt nor ſuſpe& the one nor the 
other. I will not preſume to adviſe you, 
but ſhoot my bolt and tell you what I 
think. The beginning and long con- 
tinuance of this ſo unſeaſonable diſcon- 
tentment you have ſeen and proved, by 
which you aim at the end : if you hold 
ſtill this courſe which hitherto you find 
to be worſe and worſe (and the longer 


you go, the further you go out of the 


way), there is little hope or liklihood the 
end will be better: you are not yet gone 
ſo far, but that you may well return; the 
return is ſafe, but the progreſs is dan- 
gerous and deſperate in this courſe you 
hold. If you have any enemies, you do 
that for them which they could neyer do 
for themſelves, Your friends you leave 
to ſcorn and contempt: you forſake 
yourſelf, and overthrow your fortunes, 
and ruin your honour and reputation: 
you give that comfort and courage to 


the-foreign enemies, as greater they can- 
not have; for what can be more welcome 
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and pleaſin news, than to hear that her 


majeſty and the realm are maimed of 


worthy a member, who hath ſo often and 


ſo valiantly quelled and daunted them 
You forſake your —_ when it hath 
moſt need of your counſel and aid: and 
laſtly, you fail in your indifloluble duty 
which you owe unto your moſt gracious 
ſovereign, a duty impoſed upon you not 


- by nature and policy only, but by the 


religious and ſacred bond wherein the 
divine majeſty of Almighty God hath by 
the rule of Chriſtianity obliged you. 
For the four firſt, your conſtant reſo. 
lution may perhaps move you to eſteem 
them as light ; but being well weighed, 
they are not light, nor lightly to be re- 
garded, And for the four laſt, it may 
be that the clearneſs of your own con- 
ſcience may ſeem to content yourſelf; 


dut that is not enough; for theſe duties 


ſtand not only in contemplation or inward 
meditation, and cannot performed but 
by external actions, and where that fail. 
eth the ſubſtance alſo faileth. This be- 
ing your preſent ſtate and condition, what 
is to be done? What is the remedy my 


good lord ? I lack judgment and wiſdom. 


to adviſe you, but I will never want an 
honeſt true heart to wiſh you well ; nor, 
being warranted by a good conſcience, 
will fear to ſpeak that I think, I have 
begun plainly, be not offended if I pro- 
ceed ſo, Bene credit qui cedit tempori: 
and Seneca faith, Cedendum e fortune, 


The medicine and remedy is not to con- 


tend and ftrive, but humbly to yield and 
ſubmit. Have you given cauſe, and yet 
take a ſcandal unto you? then all you 
can do is too little to make ſatisfaction. 
Is cauſe of ſcandal given unto you ? Yet 
policy, duty, and 1 enforce you to 
ſue, yield and ſubmit to our ſovereign, 
between whom and you there can be no 
equal proportion of duty, where God re- 
quires it as a principal duty and care to 
himſelf, and when it is evident that great 
good may enſue of it to your friendy 
yourſelf, your country, and your ſove- 
reign, and extreme harm by the contrary, 
There can be no diſhonour to yield; but 
in denying, diſhonour and impiety. The 
difficulty (my good lord) is to conquer 


reer, which is the height of true va- 
our and fortitude, whereunto all upp 
honourable actions have tended. it 
in this and God will be pleaſed, her 
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majeſty no doubt well ſatisfied, your 
country will take good, and your friends 
comfort Wu and yourſelf (I mention 
ou laſt, for that of all theſe you eſteem 
yourſelf leaſt) ſhall receive honour ; and 
your enemies (if you have any) ſhall be 
diſappointed of their bitter ſweet * 

I have delivered what I think ſimply 
and plainly : I leave you to determine 
according to your own wiſdom: if I have 
erred, it is error amoris, and not amor 
erroris, Conſtrue and accept it, I be- 
ſeech, you as I meant it; not as an ad- 
vice, but as an opinion to be allowed or 
cancelled at your pleaſure, If I might 
conveniently have conferred with yourſelf 
in perſon, I would not have troubled you 
with ſo many idle blots. Whatſoever 
you judge of this my opinion, yer be 
aſſured my defire is to further all 
means that may tend to your lordſhip's 
good. And fo wiſhing you all happineſs 
and honour, I ceaſe. Your lordſhip's 
moſt ready and faithful, though unable 
poor friend, 


LETTER XII. 
The Earl's Anſwer. 


MY very good lord, theugh there is not 

that man this day living whom I 
would ſooner make judge of any queſtion 
that might concern me than yourſelf ; 
yet you muſt give me leave to tell you, 
that in ſome caſes I muſt appeal from all 
earthly judges ; and if in any, then ſurely 
in this, when the higheſt judge on earth 
hath impoſed upon me the heavieſt puniſh- 
ment, without trial or hearing. Since 
then I muſt either anſwer your Tordihiy's 
arguments, or elſe forſake mine own juſt 
detence, I will force mine aking head to 
do me ſervice for an hour. I muſt firſt 
deny my diſcontentment (which was 
forced) to be an humorous diſcontent ; 
and in that it was unſeaſonable, or is ſo 
long continuing, your lordſhip ſhould ra- 
ther condole with me than expoſtulate: 
natural ſeaſons are expected here below, 


from above; there is no tempeſt to the 
paſſionate indignation of a prince, nor 
Jet at any time ſo unſeaſonable as when 
it ]1ghteth on thoſe that might expect an 
harveſt of their careful and painful la- 
bours, He that is once wounded muſt 


ood 


but violent and unreafonable forms come 
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needs feel ſmart till his hurt be-cured, or 
the part hurt become ſenſeleſs. But cure 
I expe& none, her majeſty's heart being 
obdurate; and be without ſenſe I cannot, 
being of fleſh and blood. But you may 
ſay, I aim at the end; I do more than 
aim, for I ſee an end of all my fortunes, | 
I have ſet an end to all my deſires. In 
this courſe do I any thing for mine ene- 
mies ? When I was preſent I found them 
abſolute, and therefore I had rather they 
ſhould triumph alone, than have me at- 
tendant upon their chariots: Or do I 
leave my friends ? When I was a courtier 
I could fell them no fruit of my love, and 
now that I am an hermit, they ſhall bear 
no envy for their love to me. Or do + 
forſake myſelf, becauſe I do not enjoy 
myſelf ? Or do I overthrow my fortunes, 
becauſe I build not a fortune of paper 
walls, which every puff of wind bloweth 
down? Or do I ruinate mine honour, be- 
cauſe I leave following the purſuit, or 
wearing the falſe mark or the ſhadow of 
honour? Do I give cotrage or comfort 
to the enemies, becauſe I negle& myſelf 
to encounter them, or becauſe I keep my 
heart from buſineſs, though I cannot keep 
my fortune from declining? No, no, I 
ive every one of thoſe conſiderations his 
Sa right, and the more I weigh them, 
the more I find myſelf juſtified from of- 
fending in any of them, As for the two 
laſt objections, that I forſake my country 
when it hath moſt need of me, and fail 
in that indiſſoluble duty which I owe to 
my ſovereign ; I anſwer, That if my 
country had at this time any need of my 
ublic ſervice, her majeſty that governeth 
it would not have driven me to a private 
life, I am tied to my country by two 
bonds; one public, to diſcharge carefully 
and induſtriouſly that truſt which is com- 
mitted to me: the other private, to ſa - 
crifice for it my life and carcaſe, which 
hath been nouriſhed in it. Of the firſt I 
am free, being diſmiſſed by her majeſty : 
of the other, nothing can free me but 
death, and therefore no occaſion of per- 
formance ſhall ſooner offer itſelf, but I 
will meet it half way. The indiſſoluble 
duty I we unto her majeſty, the ſervice 
of an earl and of marſhal of England, 
and I have been content to do her the 
ſervice of a clerk, but I can never ſerve 
her as a villain or a ſave. But you fay 
I muſt give way to time, 80 I do; for 
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now that I ſee the ſtorm come, I have 
put myſelf into harbour. Seneca faith, 
we muſt give way to fortune. I know 
that fortune is both blind and ſtrong, and 
therefore I go as far as I can out of the 
way. You ſay the remedy. is not to ſtrive: 
I neither ſtrive nor ſeek for remedy. But 
you ſay, I muſt yield and ſubmit; I can 
neither yield myſelf to be guilty, nor this 
my impriſonment, lately laid upon me, to 
be juſt ; I owe ſo much to the author of 
truth, as I can never yield truth to be 
falſehood, nor falſchood to be truth. Have 
I given cauſe, you aſk, and yet take a 

ſcandal ? No, I gave no cauſe to take up 
ſo much as Fimbria his complaint: for I 
did totum telum corpore accipere; I pa- 
tiently bear and ſenſibly feel all that 1 
then received when this ſcandal was given 
me. Nay, when the vileſt of all indig- 
nities are done unto me, doth religion en- 
force me to ſue? Doth God require it ? 
Is it impiety not to do it? Why? Can- 
Not Princes err ? Cannot ſubjects receive 
wrong? ls an earthly power infinite? 
Pardon me, pardon me, my Lord, I can 
never ſubſcribe to theſe principles. 


let thoſe that mean to make their profit 
of Princes, ſhew to have no ſenſe of 
Princes injuries; let them acknowledge an 
infinite abtolutenefs on earth, that do not 
believe an abſolute infiniteneſs in heaven. 
As for me, I have received wrong, I feel 
it; my cauſe is good, I know eit; and 
whatſoever comes, all the powers on 


ea th can never ſhew more . e or con- 


ſtancy in opp eſſing than I can ſhe in ſuf- 
fering whattocver can or ſhall be impoſed 


upon me. Your Lordſhip in the begin- 


ning of your letter makes me a player, 
and yourſelf a looker on; and me a 
player of my own game, fo you may fee 
mare than I; but give me leave to tell 
you, that ſince you do but fee, and | do 
ſuffer, I muſt of neceſſity feel more than 
you. I muſt crave your Lordſhip's pa- 
tience to give him that hath a crabbed 
fortune, leave to uſe a crooked ſtyle, 
But whatſoever my ſtyle is, there is no 
- heart more humble, nor more affected 
towards your Lordſhip, than that of 
your Lordſhip's poor friend. 


Let 
Solomon's fool laugh when he is ſtricken; 
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Sir Henry Sidney to his ſon Philip Sia. 
ney, at ſchool at Shrewſtury, An. 1 566, 
9 Eliz. then being of the age of twelve 


= 


1 Have received two letters from you, 
one written in Latin the other in French; 
which I take in good part, and will you 
to exerciſe that practice of learning of- 
ten: for that will ſtand you in moſt ſtead, 
in that profeſſion of life that you are born 
to live in. And, fince this is my fir 
letter that ever I did write to you, I will 
not, that it be all empty of ſome advices, 
which my natural care of you provoketh 
me to wiſh you to follow, as documents 
to 29 in this your tender age Let your 
firſt action be, the lifting up of your 
mind to Almi. hty God, by kelly prayer, 
and feelingly digeſt the words you ſpeak 
in prayer, with continual meditation, and 
thinking of him to whom you pray, and 
of the matter for which you pray. 
uſe this as an ordinary, at, and at an or- 
dinary hour. Whereby the time itſelf 
will put you in remembrance to do that, 
which you are accuſtomed to do. In that 
time apply your ſtudy to ſuch hours as 
your diſcreet maſter doth aſſign you, e- 
neſtly; and the time (I know) he will 6 
limit, as ſhall be both ſufficient for your 
learning, and ſafe for your health. And 
mark the ſenſe and the matter of that 
you read as well as the words. . So ſhall 
you both enrich your tongue with words, 
and your wit with matter; and judgment 
will grow as years groweth in you. 
humble and obdient to your maſter, for 
unleſs you frame Yourſelf to obey others, 
ea, and feel in yourſelf what obedience 
is, you ſhall never be able to teach others 
how to obey you. Be courteous of ge. 
ture, and affable to all men, with diver- 
ſity of reverence, according to the dig- 
nity of the perſon. There is nothing 
that winneth ſo much with ſo little col. 
Uſe moderate diet, ſo as, after you" 
meat, you may find your wit freſher, and 
not duller, and your body more lively, 
and not more heavy. Seldom drink wine, 
and yet ſoinetime do, left being enfor 
to drink upon the ſuddden, ”" ſhould 
find yourſelf inflamed, U exercif 


of body, but ſuch as is without ＋ 
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ſpeak. 
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of your joints or bones. It will increaſe 
your force, and enlarge your breath De- 
light to be cleanly as well in all parts of 
your body, as in your garments, It ſhall 
make you grateful in each company, and 
otherwiſe loathſome. Give yourſelf to be 


merry, for you degenerate from ou fa- - 


ther if you find not yourſelf moſt able in 
wit and body, to do any thing when you 
be moſt merry : but let your mirth be 
ever void of all ſcurrility, and biting 
words to any man, for a wound given W 
a word is oftentimes harder to be cured, 
than that which is given with the ſword, 
Be you rather a hearer and bearer away 
of other men's talk, than a beginner or 


2 of ſpeech, otherwiſe you thall 


counted to delight to hear yourſelf 
If you hear a wiſe ſentence, 
or an apt phraſe, commit it to your me- 
mory, with reſpe& of the circumſtance, 
when you ſhall ſpeak it. Let never oath 
be heard to come out of your mouth, nor 
word of ribaldry ; deteſt it in others, ſo 
ſhall cuſtom make to yourſelf a law 
_ it in yourſelf, Be modeſt in each 


aſſembly, and rather be rebuked of light 


fellows, for maiden-like ſhamefacedneſs, 
than of your ſad friends for peit bold- 
neſs. Think upon every word that you will 


ſpeak before you utter it, and remember 


how nature hath rampired up (as it were) 
the tongue with teeth, lips, yea and 
hair without the lips, and all betoken- 
ing reins. or bridles, for the looſe uſe 
of that member. Above all things 
tell no untruth, no not in trifles. The 
cuſtom of it is naughty, and let it not ſa- 
tisfy you, that for a time, the hearers 
take it for a truth; for after it will be 
known as it is to your ſhame ; for there 
cannot be a greater reproach to a gen- 
tleman than to be accounted a har. 
Study and endeavour yourſelf to be vir- 
tuouſly occupied. So ſhall you make 
ſuch an habit of well doing in you, that 


you ſhall not know how to do evil, though 


you would, Remember, my ſon, the 
noble blood you are deſcended of, by 
your mother's ſide; and think that only 
by virtuous life and good action, you may 
an ornament to that illuſtrious family; 
and otherwiſe, through vice and ſloth, 
you ſhall be counted /abes generis, one of 
the greateſt curſes that can happen to 
man. Well (my little Philip) this is 
enough for me, and too much I fear 


. for you, But it I ſhall find that this light 
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meal of digeſtion nouriſh any thing the 
weak ſtomach of your young capacity, I 
will, as 1 find the ſame grow ſtronger, 
feed it with tougher food, Your — 
— ſo long as you live in the fear 
God. 


LETTER X1v. 


Sir Henry Sidney, to Robert Dudley Ear! 
& Leicefter. 


My deareſt Lord, | | 5 
INCE this gentleman, Sir Nicholas 
Arnold, doth now repair into England, 

to render account of his long and painful 
ſervice, leſt my ſilence might be an ar- 
gument of my condemnation of him, I 
thought ned to accompany him with 
theſe my letters, certifying your Lordſhip, 
by the fame, that I find he hath been a 
marvellous painful man, and very diligent 
in inquiry for the Queen's advantage, 
and in proceeding in the ſame more ſevere 


than I would have wiſhed him, or would 


have been myſelf in ſemblable ſervice; 
but he ſaith he followed his inſtructions, 
Doubileſs, the things which he did deal 
in are very dark and intricate, by reaſon 
of the long time paſſed without account; 
and he greatly impeached, for lack of 
an auditor, as I take it. In truth, what 
will fall out of it I cannot ay, but I 
fear he hath written too affirmatively 
upon Birmingham's information: it is 
reported by ſome of his adverſaries that 
he ſhould triumph greatly upon a letter, 
ſuppoſed to be ſent him lately from your 
Lordſhip, as though, by the ſame, he 
ſhould be encouraged to proceed more 
vehemently againſt the Ear] of Suſſex, 
and to make his abode Jonger here than 
elſe he would. And that he ſhould uſe 
this bravery, either by ſhewing this let- 
ter, or by ſpeech to me and to others. 
My Lord, I believe the whole of this to 
be untrue ; and for fo much as con- 
cerneth myſelf, I aſſure your Lordſhip is 
a ſtark lie ; for albeit he hath ſhewed me, 
as I believe, all the letters your Lordſhip 
hath ſent him, ſince my arrival here, aud 
a good many ſent before, yet in none of 
them is there any ſuch matter contained; 
neither yet did he to me, or to my know- 
ledge to any other, of any letter ſent by 
your Lordſhip, make any ſuch bravery, 

or like conſtruction as is reported. 
My deareſt Lord and Brother, without 
any 
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any reſpect of me, or any brotherlike 


love borne me by you, but even for our 
natural country's cauſe (Whereunto, of 
late, not a little to your far ſpreading 
fame, you ſhew yourſelf moſt willingly 
to put your indefatigable and much S. 
mg hand), help to revoke me from this 
regiment, for being not credited, this 
realm will ruin under my rule, perhaps 
to my ſhame, but undoubtedly to 
England's harm : yea and will under 
any man whom the Queen ſhall ſend, 
though he have the furce of Hercules, 
the magnanimity of Cæſar, the diligence 
of Alexander, and the eloquence of Tul- 
Iy : her Highnels withdrawing he! gra- 
cious countenance. Yea if it be but 
thought that her Highneſs hath not a re- 
ſolute and unremovable liking of him; as 
. for no tale ſhe will direct him to fail by 
any other compaſs than his own. His 
ſhip of regiment, whoſoever he be, ſhall 
ſooner ruſh on a rock than reſt in a haven, 
I write not this, as though I thought go- 
vernors here could not err, and ſo err, as 
they ſhould be revoked. For I know 
and confeſs, that any one may ſo err, 
yea,. without any evil intent to her High- 
neſs's crown or country, as it ſhall be 
convenient and neceliary to revoke him 
but let it be done then with ſpeed. Yea 
if it be but conceived, that he be inſuf- 
ficient to govern here, I mean of the ſo- 
vereign or magiltiates, retire him, and 
fend a new man to the helm. Epiſcopa- 
rum ejus accipiat alter: lo as my counſel 
is (and you ſhall find it the toundelt) that 
the governor's continuance here, and 
his continuance there, be concurrent and 
correlative. For while her Highnels will 
employ any man here, all the countenance, 
all the credit, all the commendation, yea 
and moſt abſolute truſt that may be, is 


little enough. Cauſe once appearing to 


withdraw that opinion, withdiaw him 
too, if it be poſſible, even in that inſtant. 
Of this.I would write more largely and 
more particularly, and to the Queen's 
Majeſty, and to all my Lords, were it not 
that my many letters in this form already 
wricten, together with ſundry arguments 
of my crazy credit there, did put me in 
hope of a ſpeedy redemption from this my 
miſerable thraldom. A reſolution of 
which my hope, my deareſt Lord, pro- 
cure me with ſpeed: I have no more, 


but ſub umbraalarum tuarum protegal me 


Deus. In haſte I take my leave of your 


Lordſhip, wiſhing to the ſame preſent 
increaſing and immortal felicity. From 
Kiimainham, the 28th of June, 1 566, 
Your Lordſhip's bounden faſt and obe. 
dient brother, 

P. S. I aſſure your Lordſhip I do know 
that Sir Nicholas Arnold hath ſpent, 
above all his entertainment, Fool. ſter- 
ling in this realm, I mean he hath ſpent 
ſo much in this realm. | 


. 


LETTER XV. 


The Right Honourable Thomas Sackvil 
Lord Buckburft, to Sir Henry Sidney. 


My Lord, 

1 Ta usr your Lordſhip will pardon me, 
in that J have not (as indeed poſſibly I 
could not) attend to make a meeting, 
for the end of this variance betwixt your 
Lordſhip and me: and now being this 
day alſo ſo wrapt in buſineſs as I cannot 
by any means be a ſuretyer, I thought to 
write theſe few to your Lordſhip, and 
therein to aſcertain you, that, er 
our meeting with the Maſter of the Rolls, 
and Mr. Henſias meeting will be ſo un- 
certain; that, therefore, what time ſo- 
ever you ſhall like to appoint I will come 
to the Rolls, and there your Lordſhip and 
I, as good neighbours and friends, will, 
if we can, compound the cauſe of our · 
ſelves. If we cannot, we will both pray 
the Mafter of the Rolls, as indifferent, 


as I know he is, to perſuade him to the 
_ right, that ſtands in the andy And 


thus, 1 doubt not but there ſhall be a 
good end to both our contentions : your 
Lordſhip not ſeeking that"Which is not 
yours; nor J, in any fort, meaning to 
detain from you your own. This 23d 
May, 1574. All yours to command. 


LETTER XVI. 


Sir Henry Sidney, to Robert Dudley Earl 
of * 8 
My deareſt Lord, 
1 RECEIVED not your letter of the 25th 
of November, until the 24th of this 
January, by James Preſcot, who was 
ſeven times at the ſea, and put back 
again, before he could recover this coaſt, 
I truſt 1 have ſatisfied your Lordſhip 
with my writing, and others by my pro- 
curement, ſent by Pakenham, touc ns 
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the falſe and malicious bruit of the Earl 
of Eſſex's poiſoning. If not, what you 
will have more done, ſhall be done. I 
am ſorry I hear not how you like of that 
I have done, and the more, for that I 
am advertiſed of Pagnaney's arrival there 
I would not have doubted to have made 
Knell to have retracted his inconſiderate 
and fooliſh ſpeech and writing ; but God 
hath prevented me by taking him away, 
dying of the ſame diſeaſe that the Earl 
died ; which, moſt certainly, was free 
from any poiſon and a merc dux; a diſ- 
eaſe appropriated to this country, and 
whereof there died many in the latter 
part of the laſt year, and ſome out of mine 
own houſehold ; and yet free from any 
ſuſpicion of poiſon, G 

And for my Lord of Ormond*% cauſes, 
I humbly beſeech your Lordſhip be my 
pawn, that I will do him 5 as in- 
differently and ſpeedily as I will to any 
man, conſidering the cauſe and neceſſary 
circumſtances ieident to the ſame; but 
for love and loving offices, I wilt do as 
I find cauſe, I crave nothing at his 
hand but that which he oweth to the 
queen, and that which her great libera- 
lity, beſide natural duty, bindeth him 
to. And if he will have of me that I owe 
him not, as he hath had, he cannot win 
it by croſſing me, as I hear he doth in 
the court, and as I have cauſe to deem 
ae doth in this country. In fine, my 
Lord, I am ready to accord with him : 
dut my moſt dear Lord and brother, be 
you upon your keeping far him, for if 
Eſſex had lived, you ſhould have found 
him as violent an enemy, as his heart, 
wer and cunning would have ſerved 
m to have been; and for that their 
malice, I take God to record, I could 
brook neither of them both. 

Your Lordſhip's latter written letter I 
received the ſame day I did the firſt, toge- 
ther with one from my Lord of Pem- 
broke to your Lordſhip ; by both which 
| find to my exceeding great comfort, 
the likelihood of a marriage between his 
Lordſhip and my davghter, which great 
| honour to me, my mean lineage and kin, 

[ attribute to my match in your noble 
houſe ; for which I acknowledge myſelf 
bound to honour and ſerve the ſame, to 
the uttermoſt of my power; yea, ſo joy- 
tully have I at heart, that my dear child's 
ſo happy an advancement as this is, as, 
in truth I would lie a year in cloſe pri- 
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ſon rather than it ſhould break. But, 
alas! my deareſt Lord, mine ability 
anſwereth not my kearty deſire. I am 
poor; mine eſtate, as well in livelihood - 
and movable, is not unknown to your 
Lordſhip, which wanteth much to make 
me able to equal that, which I know my 
Lord of Pembroke may have. Two 
thouſand pounds I confeſs I have be- 
queathed her, which your Lordſhip 
knoweth I might better ſpare her when 
I were dead than one thouſind living; 
and in truth, my Lord, I have it not, 
but borr.,w it I muſt, and fo I will: 
and if your Lordſhip will get me leave, 
that I may feed my eyes with that joy- 
ful fight of their coupling, I will give 
her a cup worth five hundred pounds, 
Good, my Lord, bear with my poverty, 
for if | had it, little would I regard any 
ſum of money, but willingly would give 
it, proteſting before the Almighty 
that if he, and all the powers on. earth, 
would give me my choice for a huſband 
for her, I would choole the Earl of Pem- 
broke. I writ to my Lord of Pem- 
broke, which herewith I ſend. your Lord- 
ſhip; and thus lend, in anſwering your 
nioſt welcome and honourahle letter, with 
my hearty prayer to Almighty God to 
perfect your Lordſhip's good work, and 
requite you for the ſame ; for I am not 
able. For myſelf I am in great deſpair 
to obtain' the tee farm of my mall leaſes; 
which grieveth me more for the diſcredit, 
during mine own time, than the lack of 
the gain to my ſucceſſion, be it as God 
will. | 
I find by divers means, that there is 
eat expeCtation of my wiſhing her Ma- 
jeity's treaſure appointed for the ſervice _ 
of this country; and, in truth, no man 
living would fainer nouriſh it than I; 
and, in proof thereof, I will abate one 
thouſand pounds of the quarterage due 
the laſt of March, ſo as I may have the 
other four thouſand due, then delivered 
to the treaſurer's aſſign, together with 
that due the laſt of December laſt; and, 
if I can I will abate every quarter one 
thouſand pounds. The actual rebellion 
of the Clanricardines, the O' Connors, and 
O'Mores, the ſums of money delivered 
in diſcharge of thoſe ſoldiers Which were 
of my Lord of Eſſex's regiment, and the 
great ſums impreſted in the beginning of 
my charge, well conſidered; it may and 
will appear a good offer; and, I pray 
| | | your 
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Lordſhip let it have your favoura- 

le recommendation. | 
Now, my deareſt Lord, I have a ſuit 
unto you for a neceſſary and honeſt ſer- 
vant of mine, Hercules Rainsford, whole 
father, and whole lineage, are devout 
followers to your Lordſhip and family. 


85 My ſuit is, that whereas by — | 


with James Wingfield, he is conſtable of 

the Caſtle of Dublin, and therein buth 
painfully and carefully ſerveth, that it 
would pleaſe your Lordſhip to obtain it 
for him during his life. Truly, my 
Lord, like as you ſhould bind the poor 
gentleman and all his honeſt friends, al- 
ways to ſerve you, for your bounty done 


to him; ſo ſhall I take it as a great 


mercy done to mylelf: for truly I have 
found him a faithful and profitable ſer- 
vant, and beſide, he hath married a 
ood and an old ſervant of my wife's. 
ood my Lord, ſend Philip to me; 
there was never father had more need of 
his ſon than I have of him. Once again, 
good my Lord, let me have him. | 

For the ſtate of this _— it may 
pleaſe you to give credit to Preſcot. 

I am now, even now, deadly weary of 
writing, and therefore I end, praying to 
the Almighty to bleſs you with all your 
noble heart's deſires. From Dundalk 
this 4th of February, 1576. Your molt 
aſſured brother at commandment. 


"*LET TRY xvVik 
Sir Henry Sidney to Queen Elizabeth. 


May it pleaſe your moſt excellent Ma- 
jeſty, TY, 

£ Ss underſtand that of late it hath 

pleaſed Almighty God to call to his 
mercy the Biſhop of Offory, and ſo the 
room of that fee is become void, and to 
be now by your Highneſs conferred. I 
| have therefore thought it my duty, 
moved in zeal for the reformation of the 
country and gaod of the people, humbly 


to beſeech your Majeſty, that good care 


were had, that that church might be ſup- 
plied with a fit man, and ſuch a perſon as 
rs acquainted with the language and man- 
ners of this country people, might he pro- 
moted to fuccecd in the placez of which 


number I humbly recommend unto your 
excellent Majefty Mr. Davy Cleere, one 


that hath been long bred and brought 
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up in the Univerſity of Oxford, a maſter 
of aris of good continuance, a man 
eſteemed not meanly learned, beſides 
well given in religion, and of a modeſt 
diſcreet government, and commendable 
converfation, being a man ſpecially noted 
unto me, by the good r of the 
Lord Archbiſhop of Dublin, for his ſuſſi. 
ciency to the place, with a very earneſt 
deſire that (the ſame being the place of a 
ſuffragan under him) the ſaid Cleere might 
be preferred unto it. The biſhopric is 
but a mean living, yet a ſufficient find- 
ing for an honeſt man. And becauſe - 
the ſooner the place ſhall be full of an able 

man (ſuch a one for his integrity as this 
man is eſteemed), the greater fruit will 
thereby grow to the church, honour to 
your Majeſty, and no ſinall hope to be 
conceived of good to the people ; where- 
of, as it becometh me (having the prin- 
cipal charge of this realm under your 
Majeſty) I have a ſpecial care. I write 


not only to your Majeſty in this caſe, by 


a report of others, but partly by know- 
ledge and experience I have had of the 
man myſelf. And therefore am the more 
defirous that your Majeſty ſhould. gra- 
cioully allow of my commendation and 
choice, and give order for his admiſſion 
and conſecration when it ſhall be your 
Majeſty's pleaſure to ſignify the ſame. 
And even ſo with my moſt earneſt and 
humble hearty prayer to the Almighty, 
long and happily to preſerve your High- 
neſs to reign over us, your Majeſty's 
humble and obedient ſubjects, to our in- 
eſtimable comforts, I humbly take my 
leave. From your Majeſty's caſtle of 
Athlone, the 4th of September, 1576. 


| Your Majeſty's moſt humble, faithful, 


and obedient ſervant. 


LETTER XVII. 


Sir Henry Sidney to Mr. Secretary Hal. 
ſing ham, concerning the reports of tht 
Earl of Eſſex's death. | 


Sir, 

JMmenriaTELY upon my return out of 

Connaught to this city, which was the 
13th of this preſent October, and know 
ing of the death of the Earl of Eſſex, 
which I did not certainly till I cam? 
within thirty miles of this town, and that 
his body was gone to be buried at Cx. 
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marthen, and hearing beſides that let- 
ters had been ſent over, as well before his 
death as after, that he died of poiſon, I 
thought good to examine the matter as 
far as | could learn, and certify you, to 
the end you might impart the ſame to the 
Lords, and both fatisfy them therein, 
and all others, whom it might pleaſe you 
to participate the ſame unto, and would 
believe the truth. For, in truth, there 
was no appearance or cauſe of ſuſpicion 
that could be gathered that he died of 
poiſon. For the manner of his diſeaſe 
was this : a flux took him on the Thurſ- 
day at night, being the zoth of Auguſt 
al paſt, in his own houſe, where he had 
that day both ſupped and dined ; the day 
following he rode to the Archbiſhop of 
Dublin's, and there ſupped and lodged ; 
the next morning following he rede to 
the Viſcount of Baltinglais, and there did 


lie one night, and from thence ieturned 


back to this city: all theſe days he tra- 
velled haſtily, fed three times a day,with- 
out finding any fault, either through in- 
{immation of his body or alteration of 
taſte; but often he would complain of 
grief in his belly, and ſometimes ſay that 
le had never hearty grief of mind, but 
that a flux would accompany the fame, 
Atter he returned from this journey he 
grew from day to day. ſicker and ſicker, 
and having an liſh phyſician ſent to him 
by the Earl of Ormond, Doctor Trevor, 


2 Oxford man and my phyſician, Mr, 


Chaloner, ſecretary of this ſtate, and not 
unlearned in phyſic, and one hat often, 
for good will, giveth counſel to his friends 
in caſes of ſickneſs, and one Mr. Knell, 


an honeſt preacher in this city, and a 


a chaplain of his own, and a profeſſor of 
phyſic, continually with him, they never 
miniſtered any thing to him againſt poiſon. 
The Iriſh phyſician attixmed before good 
witneſſes that he was not poiſoned j what 
the others do ſay of that matter, by their 


owu writings, which herewith I ſend: 


you, you (hall perceive. And drawing 
towards his end, being ſpecially aſked by 
the Archbiſhop of Dublin whether he 
thought that he was poiſoned or no, con- 


| ſtantiy affirmed that he thought he was 


not; nor that he felt in himſelt any cauſe 
Why he ſhould conjecture ſo to be: in his 
hckneſs his colour rather bettered than 
impaired, no hair of his body ſhed, no 
nail altered, nor tooth looſed, nor an 


part of his ſkin blemiſhed, And when he 
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was opened it could not appear that any 
intrail within his body, at any time, had 
been infected with any poilen. And yet 
I find a bruit there was that be Was 
poiſoned ; and that arole by ſome words 
ſpoken by. bimſelf, and yet net originally 
at the firſt conceived of himſelf, as it is 
thought by the wiſeſt here, and. thoſe 
that were continually about him: but one 
that was very near him at that time, and 
whom he entirely truſted, ſeeing him in 
extieme pain with flux and gripings in 
his belly, by reaſon of the ſame, ſaid to 
him, By the maſs, my Lord, you are 
poiſoned ; whereupon the yeoman of his 
cellar was preſently ſent for to him, and 
mildly and lovingly he queſtioned with 
him, ſaying, that he ſent not for him to 
burden him but toexcuſe him. The fel. 
low conſtantly anſwered, that if he had 
taken any hurt by his wine he was guilty 
of it, for my Lord (faith he), ſince you 
gave me warning in England to be care- 
ul of your drink, you have drunk none 
but it paſſed my hands. Then it was 
bruited, that the boiled water which he 
continually drank with his wine ſhould _ 

be made of water wherein flax or hemp 
ſhould be ſteeped, which the yeoman of 
his cellar flatly denicd, affirming the 
water which he always boiled for him was 
perfet good. Then it was imputed to 
the ſugar; he anſwered he could get no 
better at the ſteward's hands, and fair 
though it were not, yet wholeſome 
enough, or elſe it had been likely that a 

great many ſhould have had a ſhrewd 
turn; for my houſehold and many more 
have occupied of the ſame almoſt theſe 
twelve months. The phyſicians were 
aſked what they thought, that they ſpoke 
doubtfully, ſaying it might be that he was 
poiſoned, alleging that this thing or 
that thing might poiſon him, ſince they 
never gave him medicine for it ; they 
conſtantly aftitm that they never thought 
it, but for argument's ſake, and partly to 
pleaſe the Earl. He had two gentle- 
women that night at ſupper with him 
that the diſeaſe took him, and they- 
coming after to viſit him, and he hearing 
that they were troubled with ſome looſe- 
neſs, ſaid that he feared that they and he 
had taſted of one drug, and his page 
(who was gone with his body over be- 

fore I returned). The women upon his 
words were afraid, but never ſick, and are 
in as good ſtate of health as they were 
E e | before 
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| before they ſupped with him. Upon ſuſ- 
picion of his being poiſoned, Mr. Knel!l 
(as it wis told me) gave him ſund 

ti of unicorn's horn, upon which 
ſometimes he vomitted, as at other times 
he did, when he took it not. Thus I 
have deliveied unto yon, as much as I 


can learn of the ſickneſs and death of this 


noble Peer, whom I left when I left Dub- 


lin in all appearance a luſty, ſtrong, and 


* man; and before I returned 
is breath was out of his body, and his 
body out of this country, and undoubted]y 
his foul in heaven; for in my lite I never 
heard of a man to die in ſuch perfectneſs; 
he was ſick twenty or twenty-one days, 
and moſt of thoſe days tormented with 


_ © pangs intolerable, but in all that time, 
and all that torture, he was never heard 


ſpeak an idle or angry word : after he 
e to die, he deſired much to have 
is friends come to him, and to abide 
with him, which they did of ſundry torts, 
unto whom he ſhewed ſuch arguments of 
hearty repentance of his life paſſed, fo 
ſound charity with all the world, ſuch aſ- 
ſurance to be partaker of the joys of 
heaven through the merits of Chrift's 
afſion ; ſuch a joyful defire, ſpeedily to 
diſſolved, and to enjoy the ſame, 
which he would ſometimes ſay, That it 


pleaſed the Almighty to reveal unto him 


that he ſhould be paitaker of (as was to 
the exceeding admiration of all that 
heard it). He had conti. ually about 
him folks of ſundry degrees, as men of 
the clergy, gentlemen, gentlewomen, 
citizens, and ſervants, unto all which 
he would uſe ſo godly exhortations and 
grave admonitions, and that lo aptly for 
the p+rſons he ſpake unto, as in all his 
life he never ſeemed to be half fo writ, 
learned, nor eloquent, nor of ſo good 
memory as at his death. He forgot not 
to ſend weighty warnings to. ſome of his 
abſent friends by meſſage. Oft-times, 
when grievous pings had driven him out 
of ſlumbers, he would make ſuch ſhew of 
comfort in ſpirit, and expreſs it with ſuch 
words, as many about him thought he 
faw and heard ſome heavenly voice and 
viſion. Many times after bitter pangs he 
would with chearful countenance ery, 
Courage, courage, I have fought a good 
hgbt, and thus ought every true ſoldier 
to do, that fighteth under the ftandard of 
his captain and parron Jeſus Chriſt. 
About eleven of the clock before noon, on 


0 
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the 22d of September, with the name of 
Jeſus iſſuing out of his mouth, he left to 
ſpeak any more, and ſhortly after lifting 
up his hand to the name of Jeſus, when 
he could not ſpeak it himſelf, he ceaſed - 


to move any more, but ſweetly and mildly 


his ghoſt departed, by all Chriſtians to 
be hoped into heavenly bliſs. The Al. 
mighty grant that all profeſſing Chriſt in 
their life, may at their death make fuch 
teſtimony of Chriſtianity as this nohle 
Earl did. And thus ending my tedious 
letter, with the doleful (and yet com- 
fortable) end of this nobleman, I wih 
you, from the bottom of my heart, good 
life and long; and the joy of Heaven at 
the end. From the caſtle of Dublin this 
29th of October 1576. Your affured 
loving friend, | 


LETTER XIX. 
Sir Henry Sidney to Mr. Secretary Wal. | 


n ſing ham. 
Sir, 5 
VV Her as the Biſhopric of Ardagh 


is now void, and at her Majeſty's 
diſpoſition, by reaſon of the death of Pa- 
trick Mac Mahon, the late incumbent 
and for that it is not convenient that that 
ſee ſhould be long deſtitute of a ſpiritual 
paſtor to ſucceed in the place, the rather 
for that, by good teaching and doctrine, 
the people might be drawn firſt to know 
their duties to God, and next their obe- 
dience to their. prince and civil order; 
have thought fit (partly upon mine own 
knowledge of Sir John Pech, clerk, and 
partly upon the good report I have heard 
of the man by others, that affirm unto 
me, that as well for his ſufficiency in 
learning, and good example of life, and 
honeity of manners, he is one meet for 
that room) to prefer him, therefore, to 
your recommendation to her Majeſty. 
And for that both the living is very mean, 
when it is whole and entire, and yet the 
ſame by the late incumbent much diſſ- 
pate, leaſed and aliened to ſuch perſons, 
as hardly it is to be recovered again to 
the poſſeſſion of the church, except ſome 


man, who both by his policy, and ſome- 


what by his. ſtrength in friendſhip, and 
countenance in the country, be ſubſtitute 
in the place; I have the rather given my 
full allowance of this man, who as 


for that he is deſcended of Engliſh _ 
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eth the language, as alſo for 
that he is well allied in friends, whoſe 
lands and livings adjoin to the poſſeſſions 
of this biſhopric. So that if it ſo like 
her Highneſs to nominate him to the 
place, I know not _ one man of this 
country birth that will accept the name 
of ſo great a dignity, with ſo {mall com- 


modity as this biſhopric hath belonging 


unto it; ſo fit a perſon for the place as 
he is. And therefore, for that the liv- 
ing is ſo mean, he defireth that he may 
have the little he now enjoyeth and dwell- 
eth upon, being called the parſonage of 
Pierſton, in the biſhopric of Meith, 
which is not extended in value above 
four pounds ſterling by the year, by way 
of commendam, annexed to the biſhop- 
ric; which being a thing of no greater 
a value, I thought it not amiſs to ſatisfy 
him therein, the rather thereby to en- 
courage him to take the other charge 
upon him, which I hope he will well 
ſupply : he hath been allowed by the 
biſhops here for his ſufficiency, and fo 
commended unto me from them: and 
even ſo praying you to further the cauſe 
to her Majeſty, that I may with conve- 
nient ſpeed receive her gracious pleaſure 
tor him, I bid you farewel. From the 
caſtle of Dublin, the 28th of October 


1576, Your aſſured loving friend,' 


LETTER XX.. 


Sir Henry Sidney to the Lords of the 
Council, | 


My very good Lords, 
MY humble duty remembered to your 

honourable Lordſhips : after I was 
come hither to deal in cauſes of the north, 
I received letters ſent unto me by an ex- 
preſs mefſenger from the Archbiſhop of 
Dublin, to deſire licence of me to repair 
into England, with ſome note and teſti- 
mony from me, what I had found of him 
here. And albeit the motion ſeemed to 


me at the firſt to be very ſudden; yet 


conſidering the manner of his writing, 
and the conveying of his meaning, pro-. 
ceeded from ſome deep conceit of a per- 
plexed mind and a ſorrowful heart, for 
lome matter that touched him near (as it 
ſeemed), I could not deny him fo reaſon- 
able a requeſt, but granted him leave to 
depart, with this teſtimony, that I ave 
found him ready to come to me at all 


umes, when I had occaſion to uſe his 
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aſſiſtance for her Majeſty's ſervice, and 
very willing to ſet forward any thing 
that might either concern the public be- 
nefit or quiet of the country, or her Ma- 
jeſty's honour or profit; beſides a man 
well given and zealous in religion, dili- 
gent in preaching, and no niggard in hoſe 
pitality, but a great reliever of his poor 
neighbours, and by his good behaviour 
and dealing gained both love and credit 
amongſt thoſe with whom he hath been 
converſant ; and carried himſeit in that 
reputation in the world, as I have not 
known him at any time either detected or 
ſuſpected of any notorious or public 
crime. 
to declare to your Lordſhips of him, and 
that I have not had cauſe at any time to 
think otherwiſe of him, but as of a ſound 
counſellor to the Queen, and good mi- 
niſter to this country and commonwealth, 
And even fo, beſeeching your Lordſhips 
favourable acceptation of him, and in his 
petitions (if he have any) to ſtand his 


| Lords, I humbly take my leave. 


rom the Newry, the 12th of February 
1576, | Your good Lordſhips aflured 
loving friend to command, 4 


LE TT R XX 


Fames Lord Regen! of Scotland to Sir 
He Sianey. 


After my right hearty commendations 
to your good Lordſhip : f 
AN honeſt man of the town of Air, 
named David Colthird, who uſes the 
trade of merchandiſe at Dublin and other 


parts there in Ireland, has certain bis 


good ftayed in Dublin, the perſcns in 


whoſe hands the ſame remain pretend. ' 


ing the fame to be arreſted for certain 


cuſtoms due to have been paid hy the. 


ſaid David; howbeit he affirms that he 
has always truly and thankfully paid all 
cuſtoms that he ought, and would repair 
himſelf to ſatisfy and anſwer for all things 
that juſtly may be laid to his charge. Be- 
fore I will heartily r. 3 and pray your 
Lordſhip, the p emiſſes conſidered, that 
you will ſhow your favourable good will 


towards this honeſt man in furthering him 


to have expedite juſtice againſt the with- 
holders of his goods, in caſe they refuſe 
to do him reaſon and meaſure with bene- 
volence ; wherein you ſhall do me good 
pleaſure, which I ſhall be very willing to 

Ee 2 acquit, 


And thus much I thought good 
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acquit, when any of the Queen's Majeſty 
her ſovereign ſubjects may happen to 
have avght m this country at your recom- 
mendation. And ſo I commit your 
Lordſhip in the protection of the Al- 
mighty Chriſt; Edinburgh, the 2oth 
day of June 1577. Your Lordſhip's 
very aſſured friend. 
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from thence through Saxony, to Holſt, and 
Pomerland, ſeeing the Princes courts by 
the way; and then into Denmark and 
Sweden, and ſee thoſe Kings courts, 
Acquaint you ſomewhat with the eſtate 

f the free States; and ſo at Hamburgh 
to embark, and to winter with me. But 
what do I blunder at theſe things? follow 


the direction of your moſt loving brother, 


LETTER XII. 


Sir Henry Sidney to his ſon Robert Sidney, 
afterwards Earl of Leiceſter. 


Robin, | 
VV OUR ſeveral- letters of the 17th of 
September and gth of November I 


have received; but that ſent by Carolus 


Clufins I have not yet heard of. Your 
letters are moſt heartily welcome to me; 
but the un verſal teſtimony that is made 
of you, of the virtuous courſe you hold 
in this your juvenile age, and how much 
vou profit in the fame ; and what excel- 
i t parts God hath already planted in 
you, doth ſ> yejoice me, that the fight 
of no earthly thing is more or can be 
More to my comfort, than hearing in 
this ſort, from and of you. Our Lord 
bleſs you my ſweet boy. Perge, jerge, 
my Robin, in the fila] fear of God, 
and in the meaneſt imagination of your- 


felf, and to the loving direction of your 


molt loving brother. 

Ilike very well of your being at Prague, 
and of your intention to go to Vienna, 
IT wiſh you ſhould curiouily look upon 
the fortification of that; and confidering 
the ſtate of Chriſtendom, I cannot tell 
how to deſign your travel into Italy. I 
woul:! not have you to go ſpecially, for 
that there is perpetual war between the 
Pope and us. I think the Princes and 
Potentates of that region are confederatcd 
with him; and for ſome other reſpecte, I 
would not have you go thither. Yet 
from Spain we are as it were under an 
inhibition; France in endleſs troubles; 
the Low Country in irrecoverable-miſery. 
80 U leave it to your brother and your- 

ſelf, whether Vienpa being ſeen, you 
will return into England, or ſpend the 
next ſummer in thoſe parts ; which if you 
do, I tiunk beſt (you being ſatisfied with 
Vienna) you fee the principal cities of 
Moravia and Sileſia, and ſo to Cracow ; 
and if you can have any commodity, to ſee 
the court of the King of that realm; and 


who in loving you is comparable with 
me, or exceedeth me. Imitate his yir. 
tues, exerciſes, ſtudies and actions; he 
is a rare ornament of this age, the 
formular that all well-diſpoſed young 
gentlemen of our court do form alſo their 
manners and life by, In truth I ſpeak it 
without flattery of him, or of myſelf, he 
hath -the moſt rare virtues that ever I 
found in any man. I ſa him not theſe 
fix months, little to my comfort. You 
may hear from him with more eaſe. than 
from me. In your travels theſe docu- 
ments I will give you, not as mine bui 
his practices. Seek the knowledge of - 
the eſtate of every Prince, court, and city, 
that you paſs through. Addreſs your- 
ſelf to the company, to learn this of 
the elder ſort, and yet negle& not the 
younger. By the one you ſhall gather 
learning, wiſdom, and knowledge, by the 
other acquaiptance, languages, and exer- 
ciſe. This he effectually obſerved. with 
great gain of underſtanding. Once again 
I fay imitate him. LI-hear you are fallen 
into conſort and fellowſhip with Sir Harry 
Nevell's fon and heir, and one Mr. Savell, 
I hear of ſingular virtnes of them both, 
I am glad of your familiarity with them. 
The 21ſt of this preſent I received your 
letter of the 12th of the ſame, and with it 
a letter from Mr. Languet, who ſeemeth ai 
yet to miſlike nothing in you; for which 
T like you a great deal the better; and! 
hope I ſhall hear further of your com- 
mendation from him, which will be to 
my comfort. I find by Harry White 


that all your money is gone, which with 


ſome wonder diſpleaſeth me; and if you 
cannot frame your charges according to 
that proportion have appointed you, [ 
muſt and will fend for you home. | have 
ent order to Mr. Languet for one hun- 
died pounds for you, which is twenty 
pounds more than I promiſed you; and 
this I look and order that it ſhall ſerve 
you till the laſt of March 1580. Aſſute 


. yourtelf 1 will not enlarge one groat, 


therefore look well to your 2 


hope 


Set. I. 


J hope by that time you ſhall receive 
this letter you will be at or nearStraſburgh, 
from which reſolve not to depart till the 
middle of April come twelvemonth z nor 
then I will nct that you do, unleſs you fo 
apply your ſtudy, as by that time you do 
conceive feelingly rhetoric and logic, 
and have the tongues of Latin, French, 
and Dutch ;-»hich I know you may have 
if you will apply your will and wit to it. I 
am ſore you cannot but find what Jack in 
learning you have by your often departing 
from Oxford; and the like, and greater 
loſs ſhall you find, if you reſolve not to 
remain continually for the time appointed 
in Straſburgh. Write to me monthly, 
and of your charges particularly ; and 
either in Latin or French. I take in 
good part that you have kept promiſe 

with me; and on my bleſſing I charge 
you to write truly to me from time to 
time, whether you keep it or no: and 

if you break it in ſome dark manner, how. 
Pray daily; ſpeak nothing but truly. 
Do no diſhoneſt thing for any reſpect. 
Love Mr. Languet with reverence, unto 
whom in moſt hearty manner commend 
me; and to Doctor Lubetivs and Mr. 
Doctor Sturmius. Farewel. If you will 
tolluw my counſel you ſhall be my ſweet 
boy. From Baynard's Caſtle in London 
this 25th of March 1578. Your loving 
father, .. 


LETTER XXII, 


Hir Philip Sidney to his father Sir Henry 

3 Sidney. N 
Right honourable my ſingular good 
Lord and father, 

O ſtrangely and diverſely goes the 
\*courſe of the world by the interchang- 
ing humours of thoſe that govern it, that 
though it he moſt noble to have always 
one mind and one conſtancy, yet can it 
not he always directed to one point; but 
muſt needs ſometimes alter his courſe, 
according as the force of other changes 
drives it. As now in your Lordſhip's 
caſe, to whom of late I wrote, wiſhing 
your Lordſhip to return as ſoon as con- 
veniently you might, encouraged there- 
unto by the aſſurance the beſt ſort had 
given me, with what honourable conſi- 
derations your return ſhould hefal, par- 
ticularly to your lot: it makes me chan 
my ſtyle, and write to your Lordſhip that 
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keeping ſtill your mind in one flate of 
virtuous quietneſs, you will yet frame 
your courſe according to them. And as 
they delay your honourable rewarding, 
ſo you by good means to delay your re- 
turn, till either that enſue, or fitter time 
be for this | 

Her majeſty's letters preſcribed you a 
certain day I think; the day was paſt 
before Pagnam came unto you, and en- 
joined to do ſome things, the doing 
whereof muſt neceſſarily require ſome 
longer time. Hereupon your Lordſhip 
is to write back, not as though you de- 
fired to tarry, but only ſhewing that un- 
willingly you muſt employ ſome days 
thereabouts; and if it . you to add, 
that the Chancellor's preſence ſhall be 
requiſite; for by him your Lordſhip 
ſhail either have honourable revocation, 
or commandment of further ſtay at leaſt 
till Michaelmas, which in itſelf ſhall be 
a fitter time ; conſidering that then your 
term comes fully out, ſo that then your 
enemies cannot glory it is their procuring. 
In the mean time, your friends may la- 
bour here to bring ro a better paſs ſuch 
your reaſonable and -honourable deſires, 
which time can better bring forth than 
ſpeed. Among which friends, before 
God there is none proceeds either ſo 
thoroughly or ſo wiſely as my lady my 
For mine own part I have 
had only light from her. Now reſts it 
in your Lordſhip to weigh the particula- 
rities of your own eſtate, which no man 
can know ſo well as yourſelf ; and ac- 
cordingly to reſolve. For mine own part 
(of which mind your beſt friends are 
here) this is your beſt way. At leaſt 
whatſoever you reſolve, I beſeech you 
with all ſpeed I may underſtand, and that 
if it pleaſe you with your own hand ; for 
truly fir, I muſt needs impute it to ſome 
great diſhoneſty of fome about you, that 


there is little written from you, or to 


you, that is not perfe&tly known to your 
profeſſed enemies. And thus much I am 
very willing they ſhould know, that I do 
write it unto you: and in that quarter 
you may, as I think, look preciſely to the 
ſaving of ſome of thoſe overpluſſages, or 
at leaſt not go any further; and then 
the more time paſſes, the better it will 
be blown over. Of my heing ſent to the 
Queen, being armed with good accounts 
and perfect reaſons for them, &c. | 
25th April 1578, 


ELEGANT 
LETTER XXIV. 


Sir Philip Sidney to Edward Waterhouſe, 
Eſq; Secretary of Ireland, 


My good Ned, | 
NEVER ſince you went, that ever 
wrote to me, and vet I have not failed 
to do ſome friendly offices for you here. 
How know : that? ſay you. I cannot 
tell. But I know that no letters I have 
received from you. Thus doth unkind- 
neſs make me fall to a point of kindneſs. 
Good Ned, either come or write, Let 
me either ſee thee, hear thee, or read 
thee. Your other friends that know more 
will write more fully. I, of myſelf, thus 
much. Always one, and .in one caſe, 
Me ſolo exultans totus teres atque rotundas. 
Commend me to my Lord Prefident ; to 
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the noble Sir Nicholas, whom | bear ſpe - 


cial good will to; to my covſin Harry 
Harrington, whom ] long to ſee in health; 
Sir Nicholas Bagnol; Mr. Agarde's 
daughter; my couſin Spikman for your 
fake; and whoſoever is Mayor of Dublin 
for my ſake. And even at his houſe 
when you think good. I bid you fare- 
wel. b rom Court, this 28th April 1578. 
Your very loving friend. 


LETTER xXXv. 


Sir Plilip Sidney to Eduard Molyneux, 
Eſq; Secretary to lis father as Lord 
Deputy. | 


Mr. Molyneux, | 
FEW words are beſt. My letters to 
I my Father have come to the eyes of 
ſome. Neither can I condemn any but 
you for it. If it be fo, you have played 
the very knave wich me; and fo I will 
make you know if I have good proof of 
it. But that for ſo much as'is paſt. For 
that is to come, I aſſure you before God, 
that if ever I know you do ſo much as 
rend any letter ] write to my father, 
without his commandment or my con- 
ſent, I will thruſt my dagger into you. 
And truſt to it, for I ſpeak it in earneſt. 
In the mean time farewel, From Court 
this laſt of May 1578. | 
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LETTER xxvI. 
Edward Molineux, Eſq; to Philip Sidney, 
in anſwer to the et letter. ; 


Sir, 1 | 
HAVE received a letter from you, 
which, as it is the firft, fo the ſame is 

the ſharpeſt that I ever received from 
any : and therefore it amazeth me the 
more to receive ſuch a one from you, 
ſince I have (the world can be judge) 
deſerved better ſomewhere, howſoever it 
pleaſeth you to condemn me now. But 
ſince it is (I proteſt to God) without 
cauſe, or yet juſt ground of tuſpicion you 


_ uſe me thus, I bear the injury more pa- 


tiently for a time; and mine innocency, 
I hope, in the end ſhall try mine honeſty ; 
and then I truſt you will confeſs you have 
done me wrong. And ſince your plea» 
ſure ſo is expreſſed, that I ſhall not 
henceforth read any of your letters ; al- 
thuugh I muſt confeſs I have heretofore 
taken both great delight and profit in 
reading ſome of them: yet upon fo hard 
a condition (as you ſeem to offer) I will 
not hereafter adventure fo great a peril, 
but obey you herein. Howbeit if it had 
pleaſed you, you might have commanded 
me in a far greater matter, with a far leſs 


penalty. From the caſtle of Dublin, the 


it of July 1578. Yours, when it ſhall * 
op: you better to conceive of me, hum- 
ly to command, 


LETTER XXVII. 


Sir Henry Sidney to his fon Sir Philip 
Sidney. 


Philip, OE 
Y the letters you ſent me by Sack- 
ford, you have diſcovered unto me 
your intention to go over into the Low 
Countries, to accompany Duke Caſſt- 
mier, who hath with ſo noble-offers and 
by ſo honourable means invited you: 
which diſpoſition of your virtuous mind, 
as I muſt needs much commend in you, 
ſo when I enter into the conſideration 
mine own eſtate, and call to mind what 
practices, informations, and malicious 
accuſations, are deviſed againſt me; and 
what an aſſiſtance in the defence of thoſe 
cauſes your preſence would be unto me, 


repoſing myſelf ſa much beth upon y_ 
| ? 


Sect. I. 
help and judgment, I ſtrive betwixt ho- 


nour and neceſſity, what allowance I may 
. beſt give of that motion for your going: 
| howbeit, if you think not my matters of 
that weight and difficulty (as I hope the 
be not), but that they may be well 
enough by myſelf, without your affiſtance 
or any other, be brought to an honoura- 
ble end, I will not be againſt your de- 
termination, Yet would wiſh you, before 
your departure, that you come to me to 

the water-fide * about the latter end of 
| this month, to take your leave of me, 
a1] ſo from thence to depart towards 

our intended journey. You muſt now 
| on with me, that I write not this unto 
you with mine own hand, which I would 
have done, if the indiſpoſition of my body 
had not been ſuch as I could not. God 
proſper, you in that you ſhall go about, 
and ſend you to win much crediꝶ and ho- 
nour. And I ſend = my daily bleſſing. 
Your very loving father. 

The it of Auguſt 1578. 


LETTER XXVII. 


Lady Mary Sidney » Edmund Molineus, 


| Molineux, 
I THOUGHT good to put you in re- 
membrance to move my Lord Cham- 
berlain, in my Lord's name, to have 
ſome other room than my chamber, for 
my Lord to have his reſort unto, as he 
was wont to have; or elſe my Lord will 
he greatly troubled when he ſhall have 
any matters of diſpatch : my lodging, 
you ſee, being very little, and - myſelf 
continually fick, and not able to be much 


out of my bed. For the night time one 


roof with God's grace ſhall ſerve us; 
for the day time the queen will look to 
have my chamber always in a readineſs 
for her Majeſty's coming thither ; and 
though my Lord himſelf can be no im- 
pediment thereto by his own preſence, 
yet his Lordſhip truſting to no place elſe 
to be provided for him, will be, as I faid 
before, troubled for want of a convenient 
place for the diſpatch of ſuch people as 

thall have occaſion to come to him. 
Therefore I pray you, in my Lord's own 
name, move my Lord of Suſlex for a 


* His houſe was at Bainard's Caſtle by 
the water · ſide near St. Pauls. 
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room for that purpoſe, and I will have 
it hanged and lined for him with ſtuff | 
from hens. I wiſh you nut to be unmind- 
ful hereof : and ſo for this time I leave 
you to the Almighty. From Chiſwick, 
this 11th of October 1578. Your very 
aſſured loving miſtreſs and friend, 


LETTER XXIX. 


Sir Henry Sidney to his ſon Robert Sidney, 


afterwards Earl of Leicefler. 


Rohin, n | | 
HEAR well of you, and the company 
you keep, which is of great comfort to 

me. To bo of noble parentage uſually 

raiſes an emulation to follow their great 
examples. There can be no greater 
love than of long time hath been, and yet 
is, between Sir Harry Nevell and me; 
and fo will continue till our lives end. 
Love you thus we have done, and do. 
One thing I warn you of; arrogate no 
precedency neither of your countrymen 
nor of ſtrangers; but take your place pro- 
miſcuous, with others, according to your 
degree and hirthright, with aliens. Fol- 
low your diſcreet and virtuous brother's 


rule, who with great diſcretion to his 


great commendation, won love, and could 
variouſly ply ceremony with ceremony. 
I hear you have the Dutch tongue ful. 
ciently, whereof I am glad. * You may 
— A ſave money. and diſcharge your 
Dutchman; and do it indeed, and fend 


for Mr. White; he is an honeſt young 


man, and is fairly honeſt, and good 
and ſound to me and my friends. I fend. 
you now by Stephen 30/1. which you call 
arrearages ; term it as you will, it is all I 
owe you till Eafter; and 20/. of that, as 
Griffin Madox telleth me, is Harry 
White's. I will ſend you at or before 
Frankfort mart 6ol. either to bring you 
home, or to find you abroad, as you and 
your brother ſhall agree, for half a year 
ending at Michaelmas ; ſo Harry White 
neither hath nor ſhall have cauſe to think 
that I am offended with him ; for I can- 
not look for, nor almoſt wiſh to hear bet- 
ter of a man, than I hear of him; and 
how I intend to dea] with him, you may 
ſee by the letter I ſend him. „He {hall 
have his 20. yearly, and you your 1001. 
and fo be as merry as you may. I thank 


you, my dear boy, for the martern ſkins 
you write of. It is more than ever your 
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elder brother ſent me; and I will thank 
you more it they come, for yet I hear not 
of them, nor ever ſaw Caſlymyre's pic- 
ture The meſſenger (of the picture I 
mean) played the knave with you and 
me : and after that fort you may write 
to him; but if your tokens come I will 
| ſend you ſuch a ſuit of apparel as ſhall 
beſcem your father's ſon to wear in any 
court in Germany. Commend me to the 
Doctor Simcon's father. I love the boy 
well. 
you my ſwect child in this world and for 
ever; as I in this world find myſelf 
happy by my chil-lren. From Ludlow 
Caſtle, this 28th »f October 1578. Your 
very loving father. 


LETTER . 


Lady Mary Sidney to Edmund Mott icux, 
IT be Eu. 


Yo U have uſed the matter very well; 


but we mutt do more yet for the good. 
- dear Lord than let him thus be dealt 


withal. Hampton Court I never yet knew 
ſo full, as there were not ſpare rooms in 
it, when it hath been thrice better filled 
than at this preſent it is, But ſome would 


be ſorry, perhaps, my Lord ſhould have 


fo jure tooting in the court. Well, all 
may be as well when the good God will. 


The whiltt, I pray let us do what we may 
for our Lurd's eaſe and quiet. Where 


unto, I think, if you go to my Lord 
Howard, and in my Lord's name alſo 
move his Lordſhip to ſhew his brother, 
my Lord, as they call each other, to 
ſhew him a caſt of his office, and that ir 
ſhall not be known, and allege your for- 
mer cauſes, I think he wilk find out ſome 
place to ſerve that 1 

you go to Mr. Buwyer the gentleman 
uſher, and tell him his mother requi:eth 
him, which is myſelf, to help my Lord 


with ſome one room, but only for the diſ- 


patch of the multitude of Ii iin and Weith 
people that follow him; and that you 
will give your word in my Loid's behalt 
and mine, A ſhall not be accounted as a 
lodging, nor known of, I believe he will 
make what ſuiſt he can; you muſt aſſure 
him it is but for the day time for his bu- 
ſineſs, as indeed it is for my brother s 
anſwer of my ftay here for five or fix 
days; he knows I have veutured far al- 


"0 


* 


I have no more; but God bleis 


and alſo, if 


By LIN 
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ready, with ſo long abſence, and am ill 
thought on for it, ſo as that may not be. 
But when he worſt is known, old Lord 
Harry and his old Moll will do as well as 
they can in parting, lixe good friends, the 
ſmall portion allotted our long ſervices in 
court; which, as little as it is, ſeems 
ſomething, tov much. And tins being all 
I can ſay to the matter. Farewel, Mr, 
Ned. In hatte this Monday, 1578. Your 
aſlured loving .aithefs and friend. 

If all this will not ſerve prove Mr, 
Huggins, for I know my Lord would 
not tor no good be deſtitute in this time | 
for ſome convenient place for his followers 
and triends to reſorts to him, which in 
this caſe I am in, is not poſſible to be 
in. my chamber till after fun-ſet z when 
the dear good Lord fhall be as beſt be- 
comes him, Lord of his own. 


® 
LETTER XXXL. 


Sir Henry Siduey to Arthur Lord Grey, 
Lord D-pugy of Ireland; how to ro- 
ceed in tis government of that king dom, 


I DO remember, my very good Lord, . 
that I wrote unto you; I will by Au- 
ditor Jeniſon write more at large, whoſe 
coming hither to me put me in remem- 
brance of the ſame. And now, my Lord, 
in ſatisfaction of your requeſts, and eaſing 
of my deſirous mind of your hap;y ſuc- 
ceſs in that - unhappy country; in the 
lovingeſt manner that I can I tend unto 
your Lordſhip theſe notes following, 
which, if I ſhouid lay down as principles 
of government to your Lordſhip, I might 
well be likened to the puttock, that 
taught the falcon to fly; or, if I ſhould 
write unto you any inſtructions for mar. 
tial deſigns or actions, I might well be 
ſcorned with that ſcholar that offered to 
read to Hannibal, De Arte Miltare. 
But now to begin, and that with God 
Almighty : as I knew you are religious, 
ſo I wiſh your Lordſhip to frequent ſer- 
mons and prayer in public places; t 
would comfort the few Proteſtants you 


| have there, and abaſh the Papiſts, where- 


of you have many, * 

Have fpecial regard to the health of 
your body; be not without a phyſician of 
your own; and he of this land's birth; 
and as you have been always delighted i 
virtuous and noble exerciſes ; ſo * 


Sect. I. 
ſinels ſoe ver you have, uſe weekly ſome 
days, or rather daily ſome hours, to con- 
tinue the ſame; otherwiſe you ſhall both 
dull your ſpirits and make your body 
unable to ſerve. 

Provide careful and bold officers for 
your houſehold, and put on a determina- 
tion to live within the compaſs of your 
allowance; wherein I with you to make 
a pattern of other meen, rather than of 
me; who by ſpending there (and yet in 
truth not prodigally) am forced to ſpoil 
my patrimony here; with what reward or 
thank I know your Lordſhip cannot be 
ignorant : and let cne of the principal 
ofticcrs of your houſchold have a care for 
the collection of your ceſs for the fame : 
and now ut uno verbo dicam, never agree 
without ceſs, for if you take money, it 


will be made a great matter here, and 


yet not ſerve your turn there. "Truit me, 
my Lord, this one particular was the 
thing that chiefly broke my back, which 
I only releaſed to bring the people more 
wil.ing to advance the revenue of the 
crown; and fo I did, as hereafter your 
Lordſhip ſhall perceive in this letter: this 
officer I termed my clerk comptroller ; 
and albeit I had both treaſurer and comp- 
tro, his precedents in rank, vet had 
I never a one that I truſted better: if 
your Lordſhip, or your officers, have 
need of any formular of my houſchold 
held there, if you write unto me for it, I 
will ſend it you ſo ſoon as I can get it; 
tor here J have none for that country: 
be ſure of a juſt and painful man to, be 
gentleman of your horie, who ſhal! have 
need to have a yeoman under him; in theſe 
two officer reſteth much, importing both 
honour and profit. There liveth yet an 
old man, Paul Green by name, unto 


whom, by the way, I beſcech your. 


Lordſhip to be good Lord; he can in- 
ſtruct, and. Il am ſure will, for ſo have I 
written to him, whoſoever he be that your 
Lordfliip will put in that ofnce. 
Your being in actual wats, I need not 
to adviſe your Lordthip to make none 
without the conſent of the council ; but for 
any charge that may be for the ſame wars 
[1d upon the country, do it not without 
calling them to it, and others of the nobi- 
lity, as hath been accuſtomed ; for al- 


though you have not all to conſent with 


you, yet I doubt nat but you ſhall have 
io ftrong a party as always ſhall be ſuffi- 
cient for your diſcharge ; one great mat- 
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ter you ſhall have to deal in at the coun- 
cil board, which is the ceſs for the army 
and your houſeheld ;' and, my Lord, as 
this adviſed, compound not for any money 
they will offer you. I did, ard, as I wrote 
before, undid myſelf by the ſame ; for 
upon their grievous complaints, affirming 
that ſome one plough land was charged 
with twelve pounds, and I think might 
prove they were charged with eight, I 
compounded with them for five marks 
ſterling : which five marks ſterling upon 
every plongh land amounted to two 
thouſand and four hundred pounds ſter- 
ling for one year, and the ſame received 
within one hundred pounds, litrle more 
or leſs, by the above named clerk comp- 
troller, and the fame might have been 
fixed to the crown Imperial for ever, if 
it had been well ſtood to here: the li- 
mits and counties charged to this I think 
will appear in the council book; if not, 
T know none ſo able to inform you as the 
Secretary Chalinor; my opinion is, your 
Lordſhip ſhould he reſolute in this, that 
you ceis them according to the ſtate of 


your houſehold and number of your gar- 


riſon; the man laſt named I ever found 
paintul, ſkilful, and faithful, and pray 
your Lordſhip to be good Lord to him, 
and let him know that I forget him not. 
My dear Lord, in conſultation of this 
matter, and of all other matters that 
mult be treated of at council board, ſup- 
preſs paſſion 3 you ſhall be tempted in 
Summo g rade: I had forgotten one late 
thing, and yet material, and that is, the 
choice of ceflers for the garriſon, and 
raters for your houſehold ; for albeit I 
found ſome more honeſter than other, 
yet amongſt them all, never a perfect 
honeſt man. | 

For the wars now in action, I wot 
not what to write, for that not long ago 
my Lord of Leiceſter writ unto me of 
your Lordſhip's ſafe arrival there, of the 
death of Sir James of Deſmond, and of 
the overthrow of Sir John his brother, 
and how every thing went well there ; but 
ſince I have heard of a ſnhre a d conflict in 
Goulranell, and divers principal men 
{lain in the ſame, and that the Deſmonds 
are of ſuch force as they be able to keep 
two armies; and to whether of theſe fac- 
tions I ſhould adviſe your Lordſhip to 
addreſs yourſelf, confidering the near- 
neſs of the one to Dublin, the opinion 
and poſſibility of the landing of foreign 

„ force, 


218 


force to the aid of the other, Towards 
which if this year you do advance, leave 
a ſtrong guard upon the pale behind you; 
for a cottage burnt there will be made 
more here than a town burnt in Munſter, 
If you will this year go about the extir 
ing of thoſe cannibals of — 4 
and their neighhours, or when you will, 
jf your Lordſhip let me know it, I think 
I will lay you down a hetter plot than 
ever any yet of your predeceſſors for 
theſe two hundred years ever followed : 
and let it not trouble you, that your 
people took ſome blow there, for I do not 
remember that ever any attempt was 
made there, nor yet ever heard by my 
elders, but that we had more loſs than 
ain ; thoſe vermin have lived there of- 
Enbvely to Fans and Iriſh govern- 
ment, above four hundred years : and 
yet I think it very poſſible and very feaſi- 
ble to ſubdue or expulſe them; and 
doubtleſs an acre won there is more ho- 
n-urable and profitable for the ſtate, than 
a mile in any other re ote place. 
again my Lord, if you go into Munſter, 
leave a ſtronger guard upon the pale, and 
ſpare not to burden them of the country 
to do it; it is for themſelves ; and what 
mals of treaſure this crown exhauſteth, 
beſides that they yearly do, they cannot 
be ignorant of; I wiſh your Lordſhip 
ſhould in perſon be in either action. 

If you go into Munſter, I cannot per- 
ceive that there is any manner of pro- 
ceeding vet but martially ; this I had for- 
gotten, that you leave all of that country 
birth behind you, that are men to make 
any defence, and truſt to your ſoldiers. 
Some cuunleilurs of the country you ſhall 
need to have with vou; the potentates 
of that province truſt not till you have 
tried them, yet haply you muſt uſe 
them, but let them come imbrued be- 

fore you greatly allow them. 


And ſince it is maitially that you muſt 


proceed, and conſidering your experience 
and judgment, I ceaſe to treat any more 
of that, left, as I writ in the beginning 
of my letter, I might pour more folly 
out of myſelf than put wiſdom into you; 
only this, that you ſpare for no coſt to 
get ſpies ; knaves will be bought for mo- 
ney, and for helping of you to ſuch, I 
know none fo apt men as Thomas Maſ- 
terſon, Robert Pipno, and Robert Har- 
pole, all which I found honeſt, ſervice- 


Once- 
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able, and faithful ; all which I do recom. 
mend unto your good Lordſhip's favour, 
Methinks it is now out of ſeaſon to 
make any treatiſe or diſcourſe of a gene. 
ral reformation, for that were like as if a 
man ſeeing his houſe on fire, would et 
down and draw a plot for a new, before 
he would put his helping hand to quench 
the old. Neither yet do I know what 
courſe you ſhall be directed, or of your- 
ſelf are inclined to hold; for if your 
courſe he either by direction or inclination 
to temporiſe, then muſt you proceed in 
different manner from that courſe which 
you muſt hold if you aſpire to a perfect 
reformation of that accurſed country, 
Here will come in queſtion whether pro- 
vincial councils and forces be to be main- 
tained, or not, and as theſe courſes be 
different, ſo muſt you uſe difference of 
action, counſellors, and miniſters ; and 
herein whenſoever you will make me 
privy, you ſhall have the beſt advice that 
I ſhall be able to give you ; protefting 
that if Philip Sidney were in your place, 
who moſt earneſtly and often hath ſpoken 
and written to do this loving office, he 1 
fay ſhould have no more of me, than I 
moſt willingly will write to you from time 
to time, But it will be beſt that you op- 
poſe me by queſtions, I will anſwer them 
as well as I can. | 
And now, my good Lord and beloved 
companion, I will ceaſe to write of any 
matter, and to treat a little of men ; the 
moſt ſufficient, moſt faithful kind that 
ever I found there, were the Baron of 
Upper Oſſery, Sir Lucas Dillon, and Sir 
Nicholas Malbie; theſe for principal men 
both for counſel and action, and who ever 
molt diligently and faithfully diſcharged 
that which I committed to them, and 
truly they be men of great ſufficiency. 
Make much of this bringer, for he may 
and 1 am ſure will ſtand your Lordſhip 
in ſtead ; I have always found him a juſt 
ſound friend, If he be alive, there is an 
honeft gentleman called Thomas le 
Strange, he was ſometimes henchman to 
Kings, and at the laft ſervant to me, 
and now to the Queen, planted there by 
me; if it pleaſe you to call him to you at 
times and give him good countenance, 
he will well inform you of that tract of 
the country where he dwelleth. I te- 
commend to your Lordſhip alſo Launce- 
lot Alford the ſurveyor; all theſe A _ 
u 
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found ſound and faſt friends to me. I 
had almoſt forgotten my neareſt and 
deareſt friend and kinſman, and knight 
of mine own making, nephew and god- 
ſon, Sir Henry Harrington: I beſeech 
your Lordſhip beſtow on him your fa- 
vourable and loving countenance ; you 
ſhall find in him nobility of mind, and 
that he is not void of good counſel. 
through experience. It is not for lack 
of love that I place not aright your 
marſhall there Sir Nicholas Bagnall, 
whom I have ever found a faithful con- 
ſtant friend, and ſerviceable and moſt 


faſt and aſſured to that family wherewith 


I am matched, and with which your 
Lordſhip is allied; his ſon, my god- ſon 
and knight, I recommend unto your 
Lordſhip : I defire your Lordſhip to give 
your good countenance to my old couſin 
James Wingfield, I truſt he will deſerve 
it; and now laſt, though not leaſt in like- 
ing, the biſhop of Meith, whom I ever 
found a geod counſellor for the ſtate, a 
good countryman for the commonwealth, 
a good houſekeeper, and always my faſt 
and found friend: theſe that I have thus 
written of, I pray you let them know 
that I have not forgotten them to your 
Lordſhip. 

I might write of many other, but I will 
write evil of none, yet evil have I found 
of ſome whom you muſt ule, for haply 
God ordained them to be fcourges for 
my fins, and yet they may be good and 
fruitful inſtruments to further your ſer- 
vice; (which if you find) uſe them there- 
after, and like them never the leſs for 
any thing done to me; but if benefit 
would have bound, I ſhould have found 
faſt where I found looſe, + - 

As I find your Lordſhip liketh this, I 
will ſupply you with more ; and now de- 
fre you to commend me to the newcomes 
of Ireland, viz. my couſin John Cheke, 
who, without challenge be it ſpoken, 
paſſed by Cheſter and ſaw me not, albeit 
he tarried there days enough; and to my 
good ally John Zouche, whom I thank 
tor coming to me to this town, and to 
my governor and dear friend Mr. Ed- 
ward Denny; unto all which I wiſh from 
my heart all good and happineſs. 

My Lord, I had forgotten three kinſ- 
men of mine, Sir Edward Moore, Owen 
Moore, and Thomas Moore; one of 

them was my man and now the Queen's, 
the other my Lord of Warwick's and 


* 
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now a knight, the third my man till: I 
pray your. Lordſhip let them know that 
orget them not; the belt worthy of 
captains that I left behind me was Hum- 
phry Mackworth, he was a boy of mine 
own breeding, I pray your Lordſhip fa- 
vour him the rather for my fake. I 
know I ſhall have many other that in 
reſpect of me will deſire grace at your 
hands, and according to the goodneſs of 
the cauſe I beſeech you to extend the 
ſame unto them : I would that they for 
whom I have written might know that I 


have not forgotten them, and that you 


would keep this letter ſecret, leſt others 
not ca might take occaſion to deem 
themſelves of me condemned. | 

My Lord, I did omit to write this let- 
ter myſelf, only for the ſhaking of my 
hand, which is ſuch as with difficulty 
I write mine own name, but alſo for that 
my letters written, are to any reader, yea 
almoſt to myſelf, illegible ; and fo I pray 
you accept it, though ſet down by the pen 
of my man, yet delivered by the tongue 
of myſelf; finally I commend myſelf, 
my ſon Philip (who is not here), and the 
friendſhip and ſervice of us both, to your 
good Lordſhip, whom you thall find your 
faſt and ſound friends, From Denbigh, 
the 17th of September 1580. Your 
Lordſhip's ancient ally, loving compa- 
nron, and faithful friend. 
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My Lord, 

THERE is a debt due unto me by 
Oreilie, for the recovering whereof I 
have put Launcelot Alford in truſt ; but 
for that men of his ſort, who are not 
commonly to be dealt withal by . ordi- 
nary authority, become flow payers of 
their debts except they be very earneſtly - 
ſolicited, I pray.your Lordſhip therefore 
(if need be) to aſſiſt Alford by your coun- 
tenance and commiſſion, the rather to 


quicken him to procure me payment. 


My good Lord, I had almoſt forgotten, 
by reaſon of the diverſity of other mat- 
ter, to recommend unto you amongſt 
other of my friends, Sir Henry Cowley, 
a knight of mine own making, who 
whilſt he was young and the ability and 
ſtrength of his body ſerved, was valiant, 
fortunate and a good ſervant, and having 
by my appointment the charge of the 


King s county, Kept the country well or- 


Fi 3 derod 
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there. I left him at my coming thence 


_ a counſellor, and tried him for his expe 


rience and judgment, very ſufficient for 
the room he was called unto : he was a 
ſound and faſt friend to me, and fo I 
doubt not but your Lordfhip ſhall find 


when you have occaſion to employ him: 


and once more my Lord, I pray you to 
be good to Thomas Maſterſon ; he is one 
of the ancienteſt followers. I had there, 
and one that hath heen of longeſt ac- 
quaintance with me; you ſhall find him 
valiant, of great experience, and a very 
good borqerer, and fit to be uſed when 
you ſhall have any occaſion to try his 
ſervice : finally, my Lord, take this for 
my laſt precept, make not many miniſters 
for the laying out of your money, and to 
deal with your purſer: what loſs I ſuf- 
tained that way no man can better in- 
form your Lordſhip than this bearer, 
who knew my eſtate, and by what means 


and degrees I took the moſt ham. 


which is for you, 


\ 


LETTER. XXx1. 


Sir Philip Sidney to his brother Robert, 


Sidney, who was the fir fi Earl of Lei- 
cefler of that name. 


My dear brother, 
OR the money you have received, aſ- 
jure yourſelf (for it is true) there is 
nothing I ſpend fo pleaſeth me, as that 
If ever I have ability 
you will find it, if not, yet ſhall not any 


brother living be better beloved than. 


you of me. I cannot write now to N. 
White, do you excuſe me. For his ne- 
phew, they are but paſſions in my father, 
which we muſt bear with reverence; but 
J am ſorry he ſhould return ti] he had 
the circuit of his travel, for you fhall 
never have ſuch a ſervant as he would 
ove ; uſe your own diſcretion therein. 

or your countenance I would for no 


cauſe have it diminiſhed in Germany; 


in Italy your greateſt expence mult be 
upon worthy men, and not upon houſe- 


| holding. Look to your diet (ſweet Ro- 


fort is in you. 


bin), and hold up your heart in courage 
and virtue; truly great part of my com- 
I know not myſelf what 
I meant by bravery in you, ſo greatly 
you may ſee I condemn you; be careful 
of yourſelf, and I ſhall never have cares, 
I have written to Mr, Savell, I with you 
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dered and in good obedience : he is as 
good a borderer as ever I found any 
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kept ſtill together, he is an excellent 
man; and there may if you lift paſs good 
exerciſes betwixt you and Mr. Nevell, 
there is great expectation of you both. 
For the method of writing hiſtory, Boden 
hath written at large; you may read him, 
and gather out of many words ſome mat- 
rer. This J think in haſte, a ſtory is 
either to be. conſidered as a ſtory, or as a 
treatiſe, which, beſides that, addeth 
many things for profit and ornament; 
as a ſtory he is nothing but a narration 
of things done' with the beginnings, 
cauſes, and appendencies thereof; in 
that kind your method muſt be to have 
ſeriem temforum very exactly, which the 
chronologies of Melacthon, Tarchag- 
nora, Languet, and ſuch other, will help 
you to, Then to conſider by that 

> | as you 
not yourſelf, Zenophon to follow Thuci- 
dides, fo doth Thucidides follow Hero- 
dotus, and Diodorus Siculus follow Xe- 
nophin : ſo generally do the Roman ſto— 
ries follow the Greek, and the particular 
ſtories of preſent monarchies follow the 
Roman. In that kind you have princi- 


_ pally to note the examples of virtue or 


vice, with their good or evil ſucceſſes; 
the eſtabliſhments or ruins of great eſtates, 
with the cauſes, the time, and circum- 
ſtances of the laws then writ of ; the 
enterings and endings of war, and therein 
the ſtratagems againſt the enemy, and 
the diſcipline upon the ſoldier ; and thus 
much as a very hiſtoriographer. Beſides 
this, the hiſtorian makes himſelf a diſ- 
courſer for profit, and an orator, yea 4 
poet ſometimes for ornament, An ora- 
tor, in making excellent orations, e renata, 
which are to be marked, but marked 
with the note of 1 hetorical remembrances: 


a a poet. in painting forth the effects, the 


motions, the whiſperings of the people, 
which though in diſputation one might 
ſay were true, yet who will mark them 
well, ſhall find them tafte of a poetical 
vein, and in. that kind ate gallaptly to be 
marked, for though perchance they were 
not ſo, yet it is enough they might be 
ſo. The laſt point which tends to teach 
profit, is of a diſcourſer, which name J 
give to whoſoever ſpeaks, n fomplicit® 
defafloyed dequalitatibus et Circumpiantiis 
Fad; and that is it which makes me, an 

many others, rather note much with our 
pen than with our mind, becauſe we leave 
all theſe diſcourſes to the confuſed trol 
ot our memory, becauſe they being 


t 
tic 
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tied to the tenor of a queſtion, as philo- 
ſophers uſe ſometimes places; the di- 


vine, in telling his opinion and reaſons in 


religion; ſometimes the lawyer, in ſhew- 
ing the cauſes and benefits of laws ; ſome- 
times a natural philoſopher, in ſetting 
down the cauſes of any ſtrange thing, 
which the ſtory binds him to ſpeak of; 
but moſt commonly a moral philoſopher, 
either in the ethic part, when he ſets- 
forth virtues or vices, and the natures 9 
paſſions, or in the politic, when he do 
(as often he doth) meddte ſententiouſly 
with matters of eſtate. Again, ſome- 
tiwes he gifes precept of war, both of- 
fenſive and defenſive ; and fo laſtly, not 
profeſſing any art, as his matter leads 


him he deals with all arts, which be- 


cauſe it cairieth the life of a lively ex- 
ample, it is wonderful what light it gives 
to the arts themſelves, ſo as the great 
civilians help themſelves with the diſ- 
courſes of the hiſtorians ; fo do ſoldiers, 
and even philoſophers and aſtronomers ; 
ut that T wiſh herein, is this, that when 
you read any ſuch thing, you ftraight 
bring it to his head, not only of what 
art, but by your logical ſubdiviſions, to 
the next member and parcel of the art. 
And fo as in a table, be it witty words, 
of which Tacitus is full; fentences of 
which Livy, or ſimilitudes whereof Ptu- 
tarch; ſtraight to Jay it up in the right 
place of his ſtorehouſc, as either military, 
or more ſpecially defenfive military, or 
more particularly defenſive by fortitica - 
tion, and ſo lay it up. So hkewiſe in 


politic matters, and ſuch a little table. 


you may ealily make, wherewith I would 
have you ever join the hiſtorical part, 
which is only the example of ſome ſtrata- 
gem or good counſel, or ſuch like. This 
write I to you in great haſte, of method 
without method, but with more leiſure 
and ſtudy (it I do not find ſome book 
that ſatisfies) I will venture to write more 
largely of it unto you. Mr. Savell will 
with eaſe help you to ſet down ſuch a 
table of remembrance to yourſelf, and 
for your ſake I perceive he will do much, 


and if ever I be able I will deſerve it of 


him ; one only thing, as it comes unto 
my mind, let me remember you of, that 
you conlider wherein the hiſtorian ex- 


celleth, and that to note, as Dion Ni- 


cceus, in the ſearching the ſecrets of go- 
vernment ; Tacitus, in the pithy open- 
ing the venom of wickedneſs, and to of 
the reſt, My time, exceedingly thort, 
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will ſuffer me to write no more leiſurely ; 
Stephen can tell you who Rands with me 
while I am writing. Now (dear bro- 
ther) take delight likewife in the mathe- 
maticals, Mr. Savell is excellent in them. 
I think you underſtand the ſphere; if you 
do, I care little for any more aſtronomy 
in you. Arithmetic, and geometry, I 
would wiſh you well ſeen in, fo as both 
in matter of number and meaſure you 
might have a feeling and active judg- 
ment; I would you did hear the mecha- 


nical inſtruments, wherein the Dutch ex- 


cel. 1 write this to you as one, that for 
myſelf have given over the delight in the 


world, but wiſh to you as much, if not 


moie, than to myſelf.” So you can ſpes 

and write Latin not barbarouſly, I never 
require great ſtudy in Ciceronianiſm, the 
chief abuſe of Oxford, qui dum verba ſec- 
tantur, res ifſas negligunt, My toytul 
books I will fend, with God's help, by 
February, at which time you ſhall have 
your money: and for 200l. a year, aſ- 
fure yourſelf, if the eſtates of England 


remain, you ſhall not fail of it, uſe it to 


your beſt profit. My Lord of Leiceſter 
ſends you 4ol. as I underſtand by Ste- 
phen, and promiſeth he will continue 
that ſtipend year!y at the Jeaft, then that 
is above commons; in any caſe write 
largely and diligently unto him, for in 
truth I have good proof, that he means 


to be every way good unto you; the odd 


zol. ſhall come with the 1001. or elſe my 
father and I will jarle. Now, ſweet bro- 


ther, take a delight to keep and increale 


your muſic, you will not believe what a 
want I find of it in my melancholy times. 
At horſ-manſhip when vou exerciſe it, 
read Crifon Claudio, and a book' that is 
called La Gloria de' Cavallo, withal, 
that you may join tlie thorough contem- 
plation of it with the exerciſe; and fo ſhall 
you profit mote in'a month than others 
in a year, and mark the bitting, ſaddling, 
any curing of horſes, I would by the 
way your Worſhip would learn a better 
hand, you write worſe than l, and I write 
evil enough. Once again have a care of 
your diet, and conſequently of your com- 
plexion-; remember gratior eft veniens in 
pulchro corpore virtus. © Now, Sir, for 
news, I refer myſelf to this bearer, he 
can tell you how idle we look on our 
neighbours fires, and nothing is happened 
notable at home, ſave only Drake's re- 
tym, of which yet I know not the ſecret 
points; but about the world he hath 

been, 


' 


been, and rich he is returned. Portugal 
we fay is loſt, and to conclude, my eyes 


tedious buſineſs. 
boy, and accompliſh the joyful hope I 
conceive of you. Once again commend 
me to Mr, Nevell, Mr. Savell, and 
honeſt Harry White, and bid him be 
merry. When you play at weapons, I 
would have you get thick caps and braſcrs, 


ticks and dalliances are nothing in 
earneſt, for the time of the one and the 
other greatly differs, and uſe as well the 
blow as the thruſt; it is good in itſelf, 
and beſides exerciſeth your breath and 
ſtrength, and will make you a ſtrong 
man at the tourney and barriers. Firſt in 
any caſe practiſe the ſingle ſword, and 
then with the dagger; let no day paſs 
without an hour or two ſuch exerciſe; 
the reſt ſtudy, or confer diligently, and 
fo ſhall | 
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are almoſt cloſed up, overwatched with\ 
God bleis you, ſweet 


and play out your play luſtily, for indeed 


Book II. 


are, But before any ſuch wars will be, 
I hope to hear further from your Lord- 
ſhip. As touching my journey from Ny. 
renbergh hither ;. firſt we came to In- 
golſtadt, then to Augſbourg, Munchen, 
and Regeuſbourg ; laſtly hither. After 
Chriſtmas we think to go towards Vien- 
na, and there to remain till it be your 
Lordſhip's, or my brother's will, I ſhould 
go farther; and in the mean time ſee ſo 
much of Hungary as I may; and Cra- 
, if the King of Poland come thither, 
And ſo being forced by the haſte of the 
meſſenger to make an end, I take my 
leave; moſt humbly beſeeching your 


Lordſhip of your daily bleſſing. From 
Prague, the 


iſ of November 1580. 
Your Lordſhip's moſt humble and obe- 
dient ſon during life. 


LETTER XXXIV, 


you come home to my comfatt* Sir Philip Sidney to Queen Elizabeth, yur 
y 


and credit. Lord how I have babbled, 1580, perſuading her not to m 


, once again farewel, deareſt brother. Your 


moſt loving and careful brother. 
At Leiceſter Houle this 18th of October 
1580. 
LETTER XXX. 


Robert, firſt Earl of Lei cefter, to bis father, 
Sir Henry Sidney. 


My duty moſt humbly remembered 

: to your Lordſhip : 

| "Zo 'T HOUGH I have no great matter to 

1 * write to you of, yet having the oppor- 
tunity by a gentleman, the bearer hereof, 
I thought it my part not to let him go 
into England without writing to your 
Lordſhip. - Yeſterday I came hither, 
where I meai; to ſtay à good part of this 
winter, and if I may, will learn to ride. 

My brother, in his laſt letter, put it to 
my choice, whether I would go next 
year into France or into Italy ; I have 
choſen Italy, becauſe it is not ſo far from 
hence, and afterwards into France; and 
ſo will do, if your Lordſhip ſhall think 


brother likewiſe, in his letter to Harry 
White, wrote that if there were any 
good wars I ſhould go to them, but as 
yet I have heard of none; but beſides 
that the ſetting out will not ſtand me in 
a little, if I go any thing like to them; 
what for horſe and armour, and my 
charges before I can come where they 


it good, and will give me leave. My 


uiii the Duke Anjou. : , 
% aſt ſeared and beloved, moſt feet | 


arm gracious Sovereign“ 


O ſeek out. excuſes of t my bold- 


neſs, and tg aim the acknowledging 
of a fault with'rea{@ps,for it, might bet- 
ter ſhew I knew I'«amils, than any 
way diminiſh the attè hd eſpecially in 
your judgment; who Ving able to diſ- 
cern lively into the nature*of the thing 
done, it were folly to hope, bxlaying on 
better colours, to make it more accepta- 
ble. Therefore carrying no other olive 
branch of interceſſion, than the laying 
of myſelf at your feet, nor no other in- 
ſinuation, either for attention or pardon, 
but the true vowed ſacrifice of unfeigned 
love; 1 will in ſimple and direct terms 
(as hoping they ſhall only come to your 
merciful eyes) ſet down the overflowing 
of my mind in this moſt important mat- 
ter, importing as I think, the continu- 
ance of your ſaſety; and, as I know, the 
joys of my life. And becauſe „ words 
(Jconfeſs ſhallow, but coming from the 
deep,well-ſpring of moſt loyal affection) 
have delivered to your moſt gracious ear, 
what is the general ſum of my travailing 
thoughts therein; I will now but only 
declare, what be the reaſons that make 
me think that the marriage with Mon- 
ſieur will be unprofitable unto you; then 
will I anſwer the objection of thoſe _ 
| 1 
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which might procure fo violent a re- 
fuge. a 

The good or evil that will come by it, 
muſt be conſidered, either according to 
your eſtate or perſon. To your eſtate, 
what can be added to the being an ab- 
ſolute born, and accordingly reſpected 
Princeſs ? But, as they ſay the Iriſhmen 
are wont to call over them that die, They 
are rich, they are fair, what needed they 
to die ſo cruelly ? not unfitly of you, en- 
dowed with felicity above all others, a 
man might well aſk, What makes you in 
ſuch a calm to change courſe; to fo 
healthful a body, to apply fo unſavoury 
a medicine: what can recompenſe fo ha- 
zardous an adventure : indeed, were it 
but the altering of a well maintained, 
and well approved trade: for, as in bo- 
dies natural, every ſudden change 1s full 
of peril 3 fo in this body politic, whereof 
you are the only head, it is ſo much the 
more dangerous, as there are more hu- 
mours to receive a hurtful impreſſion. 
But hazards are then moſt to be regard- 
ed, when the nature of the patient is fitly 
compoſed to occafion them. 


The patient I account your realm; 


the agent Monſieur, and his deſign; for 
neither outward accydents do much pre- 
vail againſt a true Mward ſtrength; nor 
doth inward weakneſs lightly tubvert it- 
telf, without being thruſt at by ſoine 
outward force. 

Yourinward force (for as for your trea- 
ſures indeed, the finews of your crown, 
youf Majeſty doth beſt and only know) 
conſiſteth in your ſubjects, generally unex- 
| pert in warlike defence; and as they are 
divided now into mighty factions (and fac- 
ons bound in the never dying knot of 
religion). The one of them,to whom your 
bappy government hath granted the free 
*xerciſe of the eternal truth; with this, 
ny the continuance of time, by the mul 
vide of them; by the principal offices, 
| and ſtrength they hold; and laſtly, by 
yeur dealings both at home and abroad 
Zainſt the «dverſe party; your ſtate is 
ſo entrapped, as it were impoſſible for 
you, without exceſſive trouble, to pull 
yourſelf out of the party fo long main - 
tained, For ſuch a courſe once taken 
m hand, is not much unlike a ſhip in a 
tempeſt, which how dangerouſly ſvever 
it may he beaten with waves, yet is 
| there no ſafety or fuccour without it: 


theſe, therefore, as their ſouls live by 
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your happy — ſo are 

your chief, if not your ſole ſtrength: 
theſe, howſoever the neceſſity of human 
life makes them lack, yet can they not 
look for better conditions than preſently 
they enjoy : theſe, how their hearts will 


be galled, if not aliened, when they ſhall 


ſee you take a huſband, a Frenchman 
and a Papiſt, in whom (howſoever 
fine wits may find further dealings or 
painted excuſes) the very common peo- 
ple well know this, that he is the 
ſon of a Jezebel of our age: that his 
brother made oblation of his own ſiſter's 
marriage, the eaſier to make maſſacres 
of our brethren in belief: that he him- 
ſelf, contrary to his . promiſe, and all 
gratefulneſs, having his liberty and prin- 
cipal eſtate by the Hugonot's means, did 
ſack Lachariſts, and utterly ſpoil them 
with fire and ſword. This, I fay, even 
at firſt ſight gives occaſion to all, truly 
religious, to abhor ſuch a maſter, and 
conſequently to diminiſh much of the 
hopefal love they have long held to you. 

The other faction, moſt rightly in- 
deed to be called a faction, is the Pa- 
piſts ; men, whoſe ſpirits are full of an- 
guiſh, ſome being infeſted by others, 
whom they accounted damnable ; ſome 
having their ambition topped, becauſe 
they are not in the way of advancement ; 
ſome in priſon and diſgrace ; ſome whoſe 
beſt friends are baniſhed practiſers; many 
thinking you are an uſurper ; many 
thinking alſo you had diſannulled your 
right, becauſe of the Pope's excommu- 
nication ; all burthened with the weight 
of their conſcience; men of great num- 
bers, of great riches (becauſe the affairs 
of (tate have not lain an them), of united 
minds (as all men that deem themſelves 
oppreſſed naturally are); with theſe, I 
would willingly join all diſcontented per- 


ſons, ſuch as want and diſgrace keep lower 
than they have ſet their hearts; ſuch as 


have reſolved what to look for at your 


hands ; ſuch as Cæſär faid, Quibus ofus 


e bello civili, and are of his mind, malo 
in acie, quam in foro cade e. Theſe be 
men ſo much the more to be doubted, be- 
cauſe as they do embrace all eſtates; ſo 
are they commonly of the braveſt and 
wakefulleſt fort, and that know the ad- 
vantage of the world moſt. This double 
rank of people, how their minds have 
Rood, the northern rebellion, and infi- 
nite other practiſes, have well taught 


you; 
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you; which, if it be ſaid, it did not pre- 
vail, that is true indeed; for if they had 


prevailed, it were too late now to delibe- 


rate. But, at this preſent, they want 
nothing ſo much as a head, who, in ef- 
feet, needs not but to receive their in- 
ſtructions; ſince they may do miſchief 
only with his countenance. Let the 
Singiniam in Henry the Fourth's time, 
Perzin Warbeck in your grandfather's ; 
but of all the molt lively and proper, is 
that of Lewis the French King's ton in 


Henry the Third's time; who having at 


all ro ſhew of title, yet did he caute the 
nobility, and more, to {wear direct fealty 
and vaſſilagez and they delivered the 
ſtrongeſt holds unto him. I lay, let theſe 
be ſufficient to prove that occaſion gives 
minds and ſcope to ſtranger things than 
ever would have been imagined. If then 
the affectionate fide have their aff. Etions 
weakened, and che diſcontented have a gap 
to utter their dilcontent ; I think it will 
ſeem an ill preparative tor the patient (I 
- mean your eftate) to a great licknels. 
Now the agent party, which is Mon- 
ſieur; whether he be not apt to work vn 
the diſadvantage of your eltate, he 1s to 
be judged by his will and power; his 
will to be as full of light ambition as is 
poſſible: belides the French dilpoſition, 
and his own education; his inconſtant 
temper againſt his brother; his thruſling 


himſeif into the Low Country matters; 


his ſometimes ſeeking the King of Spain's 
daughter; ſometimes your Majelty ; are 
evident teilimonies of his being carried 
away with every wind of hope ; taught 
to love greatneis any way gotten ; and 
having for the motioners and miniſters of 


the mind, only ſuch young men, as have 


ſhowed they think evil contentment a 
giound of any rebellion, who have feen 
no commonweaith but in faction; and 
divers of which have defiled their hands 
in odious murders: with ſuch fancies 
and favourites what is to be hoped for? 
er that he will contain himſelf within the 
limits of you conditions; ſince, in truth, 
it were ſt.ange that he that cannot be 
contented to be the tecond perſon in 
France, and heir apparent, ſhould be 
content to come to be a ſecond perion, 
where he ſhould pretend no way to 1o- 
vereignty. His power, I imagine, is 
not to be deſpiied, ſince he is come into 
a country where the way of evil doing 
will be preſented unto him; where there 
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needs nothing but à head to draw toge. 


ther all the 1ll-affeted members: him- 
ſelf a prince of great revenues, of the 
moſt popular nation in the world, full of 
foldiery, and ſuch as are uled to ſerve 
without pay, fo as they may have ſhew 
of ſpoil ; and, without queſtion, ſhall 
have his brother ready to help him, as 
well for old revenge, as to divert him 
from troubling France, and to deliver 
his own country from evil humour, 
Neither is King Philip's marriage here 
any example; fince then it was between 
two of one religion, ſo that only he in 
England ſtood only upon her {trength, 
and had abroad King Henry of France 
ready to impeach any enterpriſe he ſhould 
make for his greitnels that way. An 
yet what events time would have brought 
forth of that marriage, your moſt bl: {led 
reign hath made vain all ſuch conlidera- 
tions. But things holding in preſent 
ſtate, I think I may eaſily conclude, that 
your country as well by long peace, and 


fruits of peace, as by the poiſon of divi- 


ſion, wherewith the faithful ſhall by this 
means be wounded, and the contrary 
enabled, made fit to receive hurt; and 
Monſeur being every way likely *to ut 
the occaſions to hurt, there can almoſt. 
happen no worldly thing of more immi— 
nent der ger to your eſtate royal. And 
as to your perſon in the ſcale of your 
happineſs, what good there may come 
by it, to balance with the loſs of ſo ho- 
nourable a conſtancy ; truly yet I per- 
ceive not. I will not ſhew fo much ma- 


lice as to object the univerſal doubt, the 


race's unfaithfulneſs; neither will I lay 
to. his charge the ague-like manner of 
proceedings, ſometimes hot and ſome- 
time cold, in the time of purfuit; which 
always rightly is moſt fervent: and! 
will temper my ſpeeches from any other 
unreverend diſgracings of him in parti. 
cular (though they might be never % 
true); this only will I ſay, that if he do 
come hither, he mutt live here in far les 
reputation than his mind will well brook, 
having no other royalty to countenance 
himſelf with ; or- elſe you mutt deliver 
him the keys of your kingdom, and Iv 
at his diſcretion; or, laſtly, he mult be 
ſeparate himſelf, with more diſhono 
and further diſuniting of heart, than ev 
before. Often have I heard you, wiil 
proteſtation, ſay, no private pleaſuit 
nor ſelf-aflection, could lead you * 
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but if it be both unprofitable for your 
kingdom, and unpleaſant to you, cer- 
tainly it were a dear purchaſe of repent- 
ance z nothing can it add unto you, but 
the bliſs of children, which, 1 confeſs, 
were a moſt unſpeakable comfort ; but 
yet no more appertaining unto him, than 
to any other, to whom the height of all 
good haps were allotted to be your 
huſband 3 and therefore I may aſſuredly 
affirm, that what good ſoever can follow 


marriage is no more his than any bo- 


dy's ; but the evils and dangers are pecu- 
liarly annexed to his perſon and condi- 
tion. For, as for the enriching of your 
country with treaſure, which either he 
hath not, or hath otherwiſe beſtowed it ; 
or the ſtaying of. your ſervant's minds 
with new expectations and wx 
which is more dangerous than fruitful; 
or the eaſing of your Majeſty of cares, 
which is as much as to ſay, as the eaſing 
of you to be Queen and Sovereign: 1 
think every one- perceives this way to be 
full of hurt, or. void of help. Now reſteth 
to conſider what be the motives of this 
ſudden change, as I have heard you in 
moſt ſweet words deliver; fear of ſtand- 
ing alone in reſpect of foreign dealings; 
and in them, from whom you ſhould have 


reipect, doubt of contempt. Truly, 


ſtanding alone, with good foreſight of 
zovernment, both in peate and warlike 
defence, is the honourableſt thing that 
can be to a well-eſtabliſhed monarchy ; 
thoſe buildings being ever moſt ſtrongly 


durable which lean to none other, but 


remain from their own foundation. 
So yet in the particulars of your eſtate 


at preſent, I will not altogether deny that 


a true Maſſiniſſa were fit to countermine 
the enterpriſe of mighty Carthage: but 


how this general truth can be applied to 


Monſieur, in truth I perceive not. The 
wiſeſt, that have given beſt rules where 
ſureſt leagues are made, have faid, that 
it muſt be between ſuch as either vehe- 
ment defire of a third thing, or as vehe- 


ment fear, doth knit their minds toge- 


ther. Deſire is counted the weaker bond, 
but pot that bound ſo many Princes to 
the Holy Land. It united that invinci- 
ble King Henry. V. and that good Duke 
of Burgundy ; the one deſiring to win 
the crown of France from the Dauphin, 
the other deſiring to revenge his father's 
murder upon the Dauphin ; which both 
tended to one, That coupled Lewis 
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XII. and Ferdinando of Spain to the 
conqueſt of Naples. Of fear, there are 
innumerable examples: Monſieur's de- 
fires and yours how they ſhall meet in 
ublic matters, I think no oracle can tell; 
or as the geometricians ſay, that paral- 
lels, becauſe they maintain divers lines, 
can never join: (6 truly, two, having in 
the beginning contrary principles, to 
bring -toeth one doctrine, muſt be ſome 
miracle. He of the Romith religion; 
and if he be a man, muſt needs have 
that manlike property, to deſire that all 
men be of his mind : you the erector and 
defender of the contrary, and the only 
ſun that dazzleth their eyes: he French, 
and deſiring to make France great: your 
Majeſty Engliſh, and deſiring nothing 
leſs than that France ſhould not grow 
great: he, both by own fancy and his 
youthful governors, embracing all am- 
bitious hopes ; having Alexander's image 
in his head, but, perhaps, evil painted; 
your Majeſty with excellent virtue, 
taught what you ſhould hope, and by no 
leſs wiſdom, what you may hope; with 
a council renowned over all Chriſtendom 
for their well-tempered minds, having 
ſet the utmoſt of their ambition in your 
favour, and the ſtudy of their fouls in 
your ſafety 
Fear hath as little ſhew- of outward 
appearance, as reaſon, to match you to- 
gether; for in this eſtate he is in, whom 
ſhould he fear? his brother? alas! his 
brother is afraid fince the King of Navarre 
is to ſtep into his place, Neither can 
his brother be the ſafer by his fall, but 
he may be the greater by his brother's; 
whereto, whether you will be an acceſſa- 
ry, you are to determine. The King of 
Spain certainly cannot make war upon 
him, but it muſt be upon all the crown 
of France, which is no likelihood he will 
do: well may Monſieur (as he hath 
done) ſeek to enlarge the bounds of 
France upon this ſtate ; which likewiſe, 
whether it be ſafe for you to be a coun- 
tenance to, any other way, may be ſeen ; 
ſo that if neither deſire nor fear be ſuch 
in him, as are to bind any public faſt- 
neſs, it may be ſaid, that the only for- 
treſs of this your marriage, is of his pri- 
vate affection; a thing too incident to 
the perſon laying it up in ſuch knots. 
The other objection, of contempt in the 
ſubjects; I aſſure your Majeſty, if I had 
heard it proceed out of your mouth, 
G | whick 
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which of all other I do moſt dearly reve- 
rence, it would as ſoon (conſidering the 
pei fections of body and mind have ſet 
all men's eyes by the _— of your 
eſtate) have come to the poſſibility of my 
imagination, if one ſhould have told me 
on the contrary ſide, that the greateſt 
princeſs of the world ſhould envy the 
ſtate of ſome poor deformed pilgrim. 
What is there, either within you or with- 
out you, that can poſſibly fall into the 


danger of contempt, to whom fortunes 
are tied by fo long deſcent of your royal 


anceſtors? But our minds rejoice with 
the experience of your inward virtues, 
and our eyes are delighted with the fight 
of you. But becauſe your own eyes can- 
not ſee yourſelf, neither can there be in 
the world any example fit to blaze vou 
by, I beſeech you vouchſafe to weigh 
the grounds thereof, The natural cauſes 
are, length of government, and uncer- 
tainty of ſucceſſion : the effects, as you 


term them, appear by cheriſhing fome 


abominable ſpeeches, which ſome helliſh 
minds have uttered, The longer a prince 
reigneth, it is certain the more he 1s 
eſteemed ; there is no man ever was weary 
of well-being. And good increaſed to 
good, maketh the ſame good both 
greater and ſtronger; for it uſeth men 
to know no other cares, when either men 


are born in the time, and ſo never ſaw 
bother ;- or have ſpent much of their flou- 


riſhing time, and ſo have no joy to ſeck 
other; in evil Princes, abuſe growing 


upon abuſe, according to the nature of 


evil, with the increaſe of time, ruins it- 
ſelf. But in fo rare a government, where 
neighbours fires give us light to ſee our 
quietneſs, where nothing wants that true 
adminiſtration of juſtice brings forth; 
certainly the length of time rather 
breeds a mind to think there is no other 
life but in 1t, than that there 1s any te- 
diouſneſs in fo fruitful a government, 
Examples of good Princes do ever con- 
firm this, who the longer they lived, the 
deeper they funk into their ſubjects hearts, 
Neither will I trouble you with exam- 
ples, being ſo many and manifeſt. Look 
into your own eftate, how willingly th-y 
grant, and how dutifully they pay ſuch 
ſubſidies, as you demand of them: how 
they are no leſs troubleſome to your Ma- 
jeſty in certain requeſts, than they were 
in the beginning ct your reign z and your 


Book II. 
Majeſty ſhall find you have a people 


more than ever devoted to you. 


As for the uncertainty of ſucceſſion, al. 


though for mine own part I have caſt the 
utmoſt anchor of my hope; yet for Eng- 
land's fake I would not fay any thing 
againft ſuch determination; but that un- 
certain good ſhould bring a contempt to 
a certain good, I think it is beyond all 
reach of reaſon; nay becauſe if there 
were no other caufe (as there are infinite) 
common reaſon and profit would teach 
us to hold that jewel dear, the loſs of 
which would bring us to we know not 
what; which likewiſe is to be faid of your 
Majeſty's ſpeech of the riſing ſun; a 
ſpeech firſt uſed by Sylla to Pompey, in 
Rome, as then a popular city, where in- 
deed men were to riſe and fall accordin 
to the flouriſh and breath of a many-headed 
confuſion, But in fo lineal a monarchy, 
wherever the infants ſuck the love of 
their rightful Prince, who would leave 
the beams of fo fair a fun, for the dread- 
ful expectation of a divided company of 
ſtars? Virtue and juſtice are the only 
bonds of people's love ; and as for that 
point many, Princes have loſt their 
crowns whoſe own children were mani- 
feſt ſucceſſors; and ſome that had their 


own children uſed as inſtruments of their 


ruin: not that I deny the bliſs of chil- 
dren, but only to ſhew religion and equity 
ta be of themſelves ſufficient ſtays. Nei- 
ther is the love bern in the 5 your 
ſiſter's days, any contradiction hereunto ; 
for ſhe was the oppreſſor of that religion 
which lived in many men's hearts, and 
whercof you were known to be the fa- 
vourer; by her loſs was the moſt excel- 
lent Prince in the world to ſucceed ; by 
your loſs all blindneſs light upon him 
that ſees not our miſery. Laſtly, and 
moſt properly for this purpoſe, the had 
made an odious marriage with a ſtranger 
(which is now in queſtion whether your 
Maj«ity ſhall do or no); fo that if your 
ſubjects do at this time look for any after- 
chance, it is but as the pilot doth to the 
ſhip boat if his ſhip ſhould periſh; 
driven by extremity to the one, but as 
long as he can with his life, tending the 
other. And this I fay, not only tor the 
lively parts that be in you: but even for 
their own ſakes, for they muſt needs fee 
what tempeſts threaten them. | 
The laſt proof in this contempt wa 
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be, the venomous matter, certain men 
impoſthumed with wickedneſs ſhould ut- 
ter againſt you. Certainly not to be evil 
ſpoken of, neither Chriſt's holineſs, nor 
Cæſar's might, could ever prevent or 
warrant; there being for that no other 


rule than fo to do, as that they may not 


juſtly ſay evil of you; which whether 
vour Majeſty have not done, I leave it 
in you, to the ſincereneſs of your own 


conſcience and wiſdom of your judg- 


ment in the world, to your molt manifeſt 


fruits and fame throughout Europe. Au- 


guſtus was told, that men ſpeak of him 
much hurt: It is no matter, faid he, ſo 
long as they cannot do much hu:t, And 
laſtly. Charles V. to one that told him, 
[es Hotlandors parlent mal; mais ils pa- 
tit bien, anſwered he, I might make a 
2 ſcholar-like reckoning of many ſuch 
examples; it ſofficeth that theſe great 
Princes knew well enongh upon what 
way they flew, and cared little for the 
barking of a few .curs : and truly in the 


behalf of your ſubjects, I durſt with my 


blood anfwer it, that there was never 
monarch held in more -precious reckon- 
ing of her people; and before God bow 
can it be otherwiſe ? For mine own part, 
when 1 hear ſome Joſt wretch hath de- 
fled ſuch a name with his mouth, I con- 


ſaler the right name of blaſphemy, 


whoſe unbricled ſoul doth delight to de- 
prave that, which is accounted generally 
moſt high and holy. No, no, moſt ex- 
cellent lady, do not raze out the wnpreſ- 
lon you have made in ſuch a multitude 
of warts; and let not the ſcum of ſuch 
vile minds bear any witneſs againſt your 
lulj-&s devotions : which to proceed 
one point further, if it were othewiſe, 
cl little be helped but rather nou- 


racd, and in effect began by this. The 


only means of avoiding contempt, are 
wwe and fear; love, as you have by 
wers means ſent into the depth of their 
mis; fo if any thing can ſtain fo true a 
Im, it muſt be the trimming yourſelf, 
Motin your own hikenets, but in new co- 
urs vato them; their fear by him can- 
Vit he increaſed, without the appearance 
ft French forces, the manifeſt death of 
;0ur eſtate ; but well may it againſt him 
bear that face, which as (the tragic 
S-neca faith) Metus in authorem readit, as 
becauſe both in will and power he 1s like 
enough to do harm; Since then it is 
dange: ous for your ſtate, as well becauſe 


MODE R N. 227 


by inward weakneſs (principally cauſed 
by dieiſion) it is fit to receive harm; 
ſince to your perſon it can be no way 
comfortable, you not deſiring marriage; 
and neither to perſon nor eſtate he is to 
bring any more-good than any body ; but 
more evil he may, fince the cauſes that 
ſhould drive you to this, are either fears 
of that which cannot happen, or by this 
means cannot be prevented; I do with 
moſt humble heart ſay unto your Majeſty 
(having aſſayed this dangerous help) for 
your ſtanding alone, you muſt take it for 
a ſingular honour God hath done you, 
to be indeed the only protector of his 
church; and yet in worldly reſpects your 
kingdom verv ſöfficient ſo to = if you 
make that religion, upon which you ſtand, 
to carry the only ſtrength, and have 
abroad thoſe: that ſtill maintain the ſame 
courſe ; who as long as they may be kept 
from utter falling, your Majeſty is fure 
enough from your mightieit enemies. 


As for this man, as long as he is hut 


Monheur in might, and a Papiſt in pro- 
feſſion, he neither can nor will, greatly 
fleld you; and if he get once to be King, 
his defence will be like Ajax's ſhield, 
which rather weighed them down, than 
detended thoſe that bear it. Againſt 

contempt, if there be any, which I will 
never believe, let your excellent virtues 


of piety, juſtice, and liberality, daily, if 


it be poſſible, more and more thine. Let 
ſuch particular actions he found out 
(which be ealy as I think to be done) 
by which you may gratify all the hearts 
of your people: let thoſe in whom you 
find truſt, and to whom you have com- 
mitted truſt, in your weighty affairs, be 
held up in the eyes of your ſubjetts : 
laſtly, doing as you do, you ſhall be as 
you be, the example of Princes, the or- 
nament of this age, and the moſt ex- 
cellent fruit of your progenitors, and the 
perfect mirror of yonr poſterity. Your 
Majeſty's faithful, humble, and obedient 
lubject. ; 


LE 1 R XXXV. 
Sir P!. ilip Sidney ie Edmund Nolineux, E NJ. 


I PRAY you, for my ſake, you will 

not make yourſelt an inſtrument to croſs 

my couſin Fowke's [Grevill] title in any 

part, or 88 of his letters patents. 
8 2 1 
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Tt will turn to other bodies good, and to his office of ordnance ; and, as I learn, 


hurt him willingly were a fooliſh diſ- her Majeſty yields gracious hearing unto 
courteſy I pray you, as you make ac- it. My ſuit is, your Lordſhip will fa. 


count of me, let me be ſure you will deal vour and further it; which I truly affirm 


herein accoiding to my requeſt, and ſo unto your Lordſhip, I much more defire, 
I leave you to God. At Bainard's Caſ- for the being buſied in a thing of ſome 


tle, this roth of April 1581. Your 
loving friend. 


LETTER XXXVI. 
Sir Plilip Sidney to Edmund Molineux, Eſq. 


Molineux, 

1 PRAY thee write to me diligently. I 
would you came down yourfelf. So- 

licit my Lord Treaſurer and Mr. Vice 


Chamberlain for my being of the coun- 


cil, I would fain bring in my couſin 
Coningſby if it were poſſible: you ſhall 
do me much pleaſure to labour it. Fare- 
wel, even very well, for fo I wiſh you. 
From Heretord, this 23d of July 1 582. 
Your loving friend. 


LETTER -XXXVIL. 


Robert Sidney (after wards Farl of Lei- 
cer) to Edmund Molineux, 


Good Mr. Molineux, 

I PRAY you fet down in writing the 
reaſons why her Majeſty ſhould erect 
the office I ſue for. You muſt do it in 
ood terms, for it is to be thewed to her 
Majefty. I pray you Jet me hear quickly 
trom you, fur the Queen will be ſpoken 
to very ſhortly about it. Farewel. Court, 

this Sunday 1582. Yours aſſuredly. 


LETTER XXXVIL 


Sir Philip Sidney to William Lord Bur- 
leigh. 


Right honourable, my ſingular good 
Lord, | 

1 HAVE from my childhood been much 

bound to your Lordſhip, which as the 


means of my fortune keeps me from abi- 


lity to requite, ſo gives it me daily cauſe 
to make the bond greater, by ſeeking 


and uſing your favour towards me. 


Fhe Queen, at my Lord of Warwick's 
requelt, hath been moved to join me in 


ſerviceable experience, than for an 
other commodity, which I think is but 
ſmall, that can ariſe of it. | 

T conclude your Lordſhip's trouble 
with this, that I have no reaſon to be 
thus bold with your Lordſhip, but the 
preſuming of your honourable good will 
towards me, which I cannot deſerve, but 
J can and will greatly eſteem. I hum- 
bly take my leave, and pray for your 
long and proſperous life. At Court, 
this 27th of January 1582. Your 
Lordſhip's moſt humble at command- 
ment. 


1 TB. XR XXXH: 
Sir Philip Sidney io Sir Edward Stafford, 


Sir, | 
THE cauſe of my ſending at this time 
this bearer, Mr. Burnam will tell 
you. Only let me ſalute you in the 
kindeſt manner that one near friend can 
do another. | 

I would gladly know how you and 
your noble lady do, and what you do in 
this abſence of the Kings. 

We are here all / tj Methinks you 
ſhould do well to begin betimes to de- 
mand fomething of her Majeſty as might 
be found fit for you. And let folks chafe 
as well when you aſk, as when you do 
not. Her majeſty ſeems affected to deal 
in the Low Country matters, but I think 
nothing will come cf it. We are hi 

. perſuaded to enter into the journey of 
Sir Humphry Gilbert very eagerly; 
whereunto your Mr, Hackluit hath 
ſerved for a very good trumpet. 

I can write no more, but that I pray 
for your long and happy life. And ſo! 
commit you both to the giver of it. At 
Court, this 21ſt of July 1584, Vous 
aſſuredly. 


l 
e 


vember 1586. 
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LETTER I 


Thomas Lord Buckhurſt, to Robert Dudley 


Earl of Leicefier, on the death of Sir 
Philip Sidney. 


' My very good Lord, | 

WII great grief do I write theſe 
lines unto you, being thereby forced 

to renew; to your remembrance the de- 
ceaſe of that noble gentleman your nephew, 
by whoſe death not only your Lord- 
ſhip and all other his friends and kins- 
folks, but even her Majeſty and the whole 
realm beſides, do ſuffer no ſmali loſs and 
detriment. Nevertheleſs it may not bring 
the leaſt comfort unto you, that as he 
hath both lived and died in the. fame of 
honour and reputation to his name, inthe 
worthy. ſervice of his Prince and coun- 
try, and with as great love in his life, 
and with as many tears for his death, as 
ever any had; fo hath he alſo by his 
good and godly end ſo greatly teltified 
the aſſurance of God's infinite mercy to- 
wards him, as there is no doubt but that 
he now liveth with immortality, free 
from the cares and calamities of mortal 
miſery ; and in place thereof, remaineth 
filled with all heavenly joys and felicitics, 
ſuch as cannot be expreſſed : lo as I 
doubt not, but that your Lordſhip in wil- 
dom, after you have yielded ſome while 
to the imperfection of man's nature, wall 
yet in time remember how happy in 
truth he is, and how miſerable and blind 


- we are, that lament his bleſſed change, 


ler majeily ſcemeth reſolute to call home 
your Lordſhip, and intendeth preſently 
to think of tome fit perfonage that may 
take your place and charge. And in my 
opinion, her Majeſty had never more 
cauſe to with you here than now; I pray 
God ſend it ſpeedily. 
to enlarge my letter with any other mat- 
ters, for that this meſſenger, your Lord- 
ſuip's wholly devoted, can ſufficiently in- 
torm you of all. And fo wiſhing all 
comfort and contentation unto your 
Lordſhip, 1 reſt your Lordſhip's wholly 
tur ever to uſe and command. as your 
own. From the Court, this 3d of No- 
7 Your Lordſhip's moſt 
aſſured to command. 


1 ſhall not need 
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LETTER XII. 
Sir Thomas Sidney to bis Lady. 


Sweet Heart, pf 
BY Captain Brown, Davy, and Patrick, 
I hare received four letters from you. 
I am glad to hear that you and all my 
children are well; and for your comin 
over I defire it as much as you, and woul 
not have let you have been fo long from 
me, but in reſpect of your own unfitneſs to 
come over, and the hope I had to have 
gotten ere this into But herein 
well perceive the practice of thoſe 
which like not my company at the court; 
and truſt if all theſe things fall out well, 
that they ſhall have done me no hurt in 
it. Touching your coming over, to- 
ward the middle of May I will fend 
Captain Goring and Captain Brown, 
and a couple of men of war from hence, 
if you do not defire rather to come over 
in one of the Queen's ſhips ; and therein 
your own credit is ſufficient with my 
Lord Admual; and for the bringing 
over of your children, I am ſtill of my 
firſt opinion, that I think it very unfit to 
bring the three bigger ones; I know 
your. delight in them makes you not 
care what is beſt for them; and rather 
than you will part with them, you will 
not hear of aiiy place where to leave 
them behind you. Otherwiſe, you know 
well enough who hath been deſirous to 
have them, and where they ſhould be as 
well looked unto as they can be in your 
own houſe, and more to their good, and 
leſs to my charges: I mean for the girls 
with my Lady of Huntingdon and my 
Lady of Warwick, with whom alſo you 
told me you were willing to leave them. 
They are not ſo young now, but that they 
may well be from their mother. Mary 
is almoſt ten, and Kate almoſt eight; and 
though I cannot find fault hitherunto, 
with their bringing up, yet I know now 
every day more and more it will be fit 
tor them to be aut of their father's houſe. 
For here they cannot learn what they 
may do in other places; and yet, per- 
haps, take fuch humours which may be 
nurttul for them hereafter, But you will 
nut want perſuaders not to let them to. 
co trom you, who think they ſhall lote 
lome of their own intereſt it they were 
| not 
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not about the children. But there is not 
any thing that makes me ſpeak fo much, 
as the experience I have of the danger- 
ouſneſs vf the air here, eſpecially for 


young children, who have been ac- 


cuſtomed to good airs; and truly if you 
do bring them over, if any thing happen 
amiſs to any of them, you ſhall here- 
after not have your will morein it, For 
the boy, I would fain have him with Sir 


Charles Morriſon, both in reſpect of him- 


ſelf, and for other reaſons alſo, which 
when I ſee you, I well tell you. For,I 
know there ſhall be care had of him there, 
as much as I would wiſh. And in the 


mean time I pray you diſuſe him from 


lying with his maid. For it is not good 
2 him, and I will have him taken from 
It. I know that theſe things are nothing 
pleaſing to you; but you muſt remem- 
ber, I have part in them as well as you, 


and therefore muſt have care of them. I 


know alſo that a hetter and more care- 
ful mother there is not, than you are; 
and indeed, I do not frar any thing fo 
much as your too much fondneſs. But 


having ſo. many as now God hath ſent. 


you, you may well ſpare the bigger, and 


mind them which be younger; eſpecially . 


that being where I am, you may the bet- 
ter want their company. But let me 
hear of this preſently, and you ſhall re- 
ceive anſwer before you can come over. 
Touching Studley, though I think he 
little knows what belongs to a houſe- 
keeper's place, yet ſince you are to take 


care of the houſe, and that you are fo 


earneſt for him, I will refer it unto you; 
but an upholſter were far fitter, though 
he had more wages, for in work, which 
otherwiſe muſt be paid for, the wages 
world be gotten up again. Francis hath 
been my ſervant fo long, and my father's 
alſo, as I may not caſt him off now in his 
old years : if he have oftended you, he 
ſhall atk you forgivenels, and you ſhall 
remit tlie offence unto me. A chamber 


alſo I will have him have for himſelf in 


the houſe : but it is not my meaning he 
ſhould keep any family there. All other 
things I will write to vou in another Jet- 
ter. And ſo ſweet heart farewel. At 


Fluſhing, the zoth of April 1597. Your 


aflured huſvand, 


EPISTLES. Book IL 
LETTER XL. 


Sir Henry Hobart, Knizbt and Baronet, 
Lord Chief Fufiice *, to Robert Earl 
of Leiceſter. SIR 


My very good Lord, 
HAVE received your Lordſhip's let. 
ter, wherein I find all that could be ex- 
pected ; 


This Sir Henry Hobart was great grand- 
ſon of Sir James Hobart, Attorney General, 
and of the Privy Council to King Henry the 
Seventh, who is celebrated by Camden, and 
other hiſtorians, for his piety, charity, and 


E benefactions. Sir Henry was knighted 


y King James on his acceſſion to the throne, 
made his Attorney General, and created x 
Baronet on the firſt erection of that digyity 
anno 1611, being the ninth in order of pre- 
cedency. Alſo, the ſame year, was conſtituted 
Lord Chief Juſtice of the Common Pleas, in 
which office he died 26th December, I Car, 
I. 1625, and was buried under a fair monu- 
ment in the middle ifle on the north ſide n 
Chriſt Church, Norwich. Since his death 
were publiſhed reports of ſeveral law caſes, 
which are yet eſteemed among the profeſſors 
of the law, and bears this title, The Re- 
ports of that reverend and learned Judge, 
the right honourable Sir Henry Hobart, 
© Knight and Baronet, Lord Chief Juſtice 
* of his Majeſty's Court of Common Pleas, 
and Chancellor to both their Highneſles, 
„Henry and Charles, Princesof Waies, &c,” 
He married on the 22d of April 1590, Dore- 
thy, daughter to Sir Robert Bell of Beaupree- 
Hall, in the county of Norfolk, Knight, by 
whom he had iſſue ſixteen children, the na- 
tivities whereof he recorded in a Bible, 
bought by my ingenious friend, and valuable 


antiquary, Ralph Thoreſby, of Leeds, F. R S. 


who informed me, that Henry, his eldeſt ſon 
was born at Norwich 28th April 1591, and 
that his twelfthand youngeſt ſon, named alſo 
Henry, was born I9th November 1619. 
His eldeſt ſurviving ſon, John, wes born at 
Norwich the 1cth of April, 1893, was 
knighted with his ſather, and was ſeated at 
Blickling, in the county of Norfolk, a manor 


his father had purchaſed of the noble family 


of Bullens, and had built there a ſtately houſe. 
He married the Lady Philipa, daughter of 
Robert Sidney, the firſt Earl of Leiceſter, 
and 1s the lady whoſe death occaſioned this 
letter of the ord Chief Juſtice Hobart to her 
father. She was born 18th Auguſt 1894. 
and died in the twenty-ſeventh year of her 
age, leaving a fon, who died young, and a 
daughter, Dorothy, married firſt to Sir John 
Hele, Knight, and ſecondly to William Lord 
Croiits, who had no iſſue by her. And the 
faid Sir John dying without ifſue male, was 
ſuccecded by his nephew and heir, ar 
| Ho 
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peed ; for I find an entire loving fa- 
ther in your ſorrow : I find a true Chriſt- 
ian in your patience : and I find a noble 
diſpoſition, in that it pleaſeth you to ac- 
knowledge the love which was repaid 
to that Chriſtian ſoul in a full meaſure, 
not only by her huſband, but by us, and 
all that belong unto us; whereof I would 
your Lordſhip were an eye witneſs, to ſee 
the many unfeigned mourners, of my 
wife, children, kinſmen, allies, and 
friends, which though they do increaſe 
and daily revive the grief, yet I muſt 
confels it is a kind of contentment, . when 
we ſee others join in that affection that 
we like and hold dear. But for my ſon, 
I muſt fay true, his ſorrow keeps no 
bounds, and when it will end I know not, 
and yet 1 cannot find in my heart to 
blame it. There are two things, that 
may much allay our ſorrows : we have 
cauſe to joy that ſhe died in the favour 
of God and men; for ſhe lived moſt vir- 
tuous, and was in her devotians with 
7ea! to her laſt breath: and ſhe lived as 
long as was poſſible, for it appears by 
that laſt a& of her opening (which was 
guided by Dr. Harvey) that the had been 
preſerved hitherto by at and care, and 
now all would not ſerve, and fo ſhe was 
overcome. For the two motherleſs 
children, there lies a charge upon me 
* (for 1 will not quit myſelf from my part) 
to ſee to them, which I will not neglect, 
And for your Lordſhip, I pray you let 
ne find no change of affection on your 
part, and your Lordſhip ſhall be affured 
hat will ever continue your Lordfhip's 
poor friend to do you ſeryice. 


LETTER XLIII. 


roth, Counteſs of Leiceſter, to the Earl 
ker hut and. 


My deareſt heart, 
MY Lord of Rolland fent me this let- 

ter of my Lord Treaſurer's to him, 
and T wonder much that I have heard 
nothing fince, having defired Mr. Haw- 
kins, in a letter, fince he was here, to ſo- 
licit the buſineſs very diligently, and to 
lend one of purpoſe to let me know when 
any thing was concluded, which I fear he 


Hobart, ſon and heir of Sir Miles Hobart, 
tne ſecond ſurviving ſor of the Lord Chief 
Juſtice Hobart. From which John the 
pretont Lord Hobart is lineally deſcended, 
who is Captain of the Band of Gentlemen 
Penſioners to our moſt gracious ſovereign 

Ng George, 


CoLiixs,” 
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has not yet had occaſion to do. When 


Brown, will be diſpatched, I know not, 
for I heard nothing of him ſince he went; 


and they ſay the council comes not to 


Hampton Court, but that the king will 
meet them every Saturday at Windſor. 
Sir John Temple, who is inquiſitive in 
all affairs, and much your ſervant, told 
me, that in the court it was rumoured 
that either you had commandment ta 
make new demands, or ſome reſtrictions, 
which you had not before. He hears 
alſo that the King is well inclined to 
the French buſineſs. My Lord of Hol- 
land is very jealous in it, and not one 
heſides, which makes me fear that there 
will be great oppoſitions in what you de- 


fire to effect: but, howſoever, I hope 


your labours and good intentions ſhall be 
well accepted by God and your King. 
Emott was lately here with me, con- 
cerning ſome buſineſs of yours, in which 
I gave him the beſt advice I could, but 
the particulars you will receive from him. 
It is a month ſince I expeRed my fifter's 


company; but my Lord Deputy is till 


the: eabouts, and till he be gone, I muſt 
not look for her. My brother I have 
not yet ſeen, being full of the King's bu- 


ſinels, as he pretends ; neither have 1 


perceived any inclination in him, to draw 
me from the tolitarineſs I ſuffer in this 


place; for though I expreſſed a willing- 


nels to go to him, were I accommodated 
for a journey, yet have 1 received no 
manner of invitation, which 1 take a lit- 
tle unkindly ; but it ſhall not much afflict 
me: for I thanx God, and you, my 
deareſt heart, that the obligations which 


1 have received from my friends have 


been very ſinall, and I hope my Weceſſi- 
ties of their favours will not be increaſed. 
But of this coldneſs in my brother I will 
take no notice or very little, und con- 
tent inyſelf the heit I can, with this lonely 
life, without envying their greatneſs, 
their plenty or their jollity, The prin- 
_ trouble I ſuffer, next to the want 
0 

have, of your being croſt in what you de- 
ſize to accompliſh. But my beſt and 
moſt earneſt prayers ſhall be often pre- 
ſented for you, and with your own, which 
I believe are better than mine, I hope 
thoſe bleſſings ſhall be obtained which 
will make us happy; and at this time, 


my only dear, no more ſhall be ſaid to 


you, by your, &c. BY 
Penſhurit, 20th November 1636. 
Leſterday 


your company, is the apprehenſions 1 


hn F 


girls are we 


— 


Veſterday we had here a very ſolemn 
faſt, which is appointed to continue every 
Wedneſday till it ſhall pleaſe God to re- 
move this plague from us. All your 

ſi, and ſo was Robin a week 
ago. To Algernon I do ſend a bleſſing, 
whom I hear much commended by all 
that comes from you; and Nic. 92 
well of very few, ſaid he had a huge deal 
of wit, and much ſweetneſs of nature. 


LETTER XLIV. 


The Counteſs of Leicefler, to her huſband 
Robert Earl of Leiceſter. | 


My deareſt heart, 
YOUR letters come now ſo rarely to 

me, as I ſuffer more in your abſence 
than I did; for when I received almoſt 
erery week thoſe dear teſtimonies of 
your well being, and your kindneſs to 
me, it did eaſe much thoſe diſcomforts 
that your abſence doth bring. This is 
the firſt letter that I ſend by London; 
for the laſt week my brother's being 
here forced nig to omit writing. He 
came on Monday, and left us again on 
Thurſday, in which time we were fo con- 
tinually together, as I could not make 


my diſpatch. I perceive no alteration 


in him, neither do I find him much en- 
gaged in friendſhip with any of the great 


ones. Cottington, I perceive, is in dec} - 


nation with him, and fo will he be with 
many more, except his power be greater 
than moſt believe it is. Of my brother 
J inquired, what he had heard concern- 
ing you; he told me nothing to your 
prejudice: but that it was ſaid, Seignior 
Conde2 had perſuaded you to be more 
inclmable to France than is well thought 
on here ; and that you were more earneſt 
to engage tlie King in a war than the 
wile here do think fit. But I hope 
vour proceedings are unblamable, and 
that you maſter, who underſtands them 


belt, will find _—_ ſuch as ſhall give 


him perfect ſatisfaction, I long ex- 
tremely to hear what you think will be. 


the concluſion of your labour; for the 
world among us aſſim confidently that 
the King will not he engaged in any war, 


and that the Eledtor ſhall return into 


Holland with a penſion of 12,000l. a 
year; bot perhaps many things are un- 


known to thoſe that I converſe with, and 


therefore credit my intelligence no far- 
ther than vou ſind there is cauſe, My 
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ſiſter is yet here, and fo ſhe intends to be 
till the latter end of Chriſtmas; but I 
cannot brag much of her kindneſs to me, 
for it is very little, and certainly ſtays 
here for other conſiderations than m 

company. My brother was ver 3 
in perſuading me to come to London, 
which I have promiſed to do in the lat- 
ter end of February, though I know not 
how to accommodate myſelf handſomely 
for that place, but my ſpecial want is a 
gentleman uſher, which I am unwillin 

to take, If Daniel behave himſelf well 
with you, which 1 beſcech you to let me 
know); for if he be not worth keeping, 1 
would inquire after another, and ſo fre: 
myſelf from him; but if he be good, I 


weill ſuffer much rather than take a new 


one, and I will do any thing rather than 
with him from you, if he does you ſer- 


vice. It would joy me much to receive 


ſome hope of that Lord's addreſſes to 
Doll, which once you writ of to me; 
for, next to what concerns you, I confeſs 
ſhe is conſidered by me above any thing 
of this world; but you ſhall have the 
firſt place, or rather the whole poſſeſſion 
of her heart, who is molt faithfully your 
own, Y 

Penſhurſt, 19 Dec. 1636. 

Give Algernon a bleſiing, and offer 
my lervice to Mr. Croft. Your comp- 
nion Watt (Montague) is expected hete 
every day. 

V 


e Counteſs of Leiceſler to the Earl her 


huſband, | 


My deareſt heart, ; RO 

MY brother Northumberland writ me 

word, that your letters gave little 
hope that our propofitions would be :e-, 
ceived in France; and all that I hear 
doth extremely diſcourage me from ex- 
pecting a good concluſion in thoſe affairs; 
but if you part, pleaſe your maſter. | 
hope we ſhall not ſuffer for howſoere! 
the bulinefs doth proſper between the 
Kings. I believe this employment may. 
prove advantageous to vou in à great 
proportion, which I confeſs is the pris- 
cipal thing I conſider ; and I do not be- 
lieve that you have ſuch enemies in the 
court as you conceive, . for I have made 


curious inquiſitions, and cannot hear that 


any thing hath been ſaid to your preſo, 
dice but what proceeded from the ol 
ſecretal)- 


Seck. I. 


ſecretary. If the great man be leſs kind 
to you than he was, aſſuredly it is be- 
cauſe you have entertained ſo great an 
intelligence with Holland, which now is 
not to be diminiſhed ; for then it will be 
thought that your addreſſes to him were 
only in conſideration of the money buli- 
neſs which you deſired he ſhould ſolicit. 
Many think this great man hath much 
kindneſs to your companion (Scuda- 
more), and that he doth reſent the com- 
plaints you made of him ; but I hope you 
are ſtill reaſonable well with him, and 
that you will be better when you meet 
for the other, which you think doth not 
love you, I hear he ſpeaks very ſeldom 
with the King ; and though my Lord 
Goring ſaid that he had done you ill of- 
fices, yet he could tell no particular, 
neither could I ever receive the know- 
ledge of any, though I have ſought with 
diligence, | | 

I forgot to tell you the laſt week, that 
my Lord, of Efſex's fon was dead, and 
now I think that it will be no news. My 
Lord Spencer alſo hath done the King 
the courteſy to leave him a good ward ; 
and if you defire news for your little Watt 
(Montague), you may tell him that his 
father is drunk every meal, and that his 


brother Mandevil is enriched hy Sir Na- 


thaniel Rich, who is dead, and hath given 
all his fortune to him. 

You tell me that I do not care for 
news, but I deſire much more than you 
do afford me; for it is very long face 
you told me any thing of your opinion 
concerning the ſucceſs of your bunneſs, 
- which long extremely to hear; and any 
thing elſe that belongs to you I covet 
with an exceſſive greedinels. Where- 
fore, my dearcſt, be a little more liberal 
in thoſe informations, and be aſſured, that 
ou pains are beſtowed for her ſatiſ- 
action, who would not refuſe to giye her 
life for your ſervice, ſo infinitely are you 

beloved by your, &c. 
Penſhurſt, 28th December 1636. 


My ſiſter is yet here, and all your 
children are well. 
r 
From the ſame to the ſame. 


My deareſt heart, 
FR my exceptions. to your ſilence, I 
hombly aſk your pardon ; for fince I 


M O D 


E 


have received three letters from you, 


the one by Mr. Auger, who I have not 


yet ſeen, but he writ to me with much 
civility; and I hear that be ſpeaks of 
you with all the honour, eſtimation, and 
affection, that can be; which ſhall make 
him as welcome to me, as either of my 
brothers. Two letters more I have bad 
ſince his arrival, but that which was firſt 
written came laſt to my hands, for my 
Lord of Holland ſent it to me yeſterday 
and the other, which was dated the 27th 


January, was received by me the 4th | 


February, They all brought ſuch 


_ contentment to me as nothing but your 


own perſon can give me a joy beyond 
it; and though you reproach me for chid- 
ing, yet I hope the conſideration of the cauſe 
ſhall free me from any further puniſhment 
than that gentle rebuke which you have 
already given me. By the two letters 
here incloſed, you will find a change 


from what I have heretofore declared to 


you ; and beſides the good ſucceſs which 


is now expected of your negociation, I 


find there is a general applaud of your 


proceedings, which is no ſinall delight to 
me, and, 1 hope will be a great en- 


couragement to you: for though I con- 


ceive your labours to be very great, yet 


] truſt the concluſion will be very good, 
and then all the pains will be remem- 


. bered with pleaſute and advantage to you. 


I hope you apprehend more an alteration 
in the Archbiſhop of Canterbury than 
there is cauſe, for I could never hear of 


any thing he faid to your prejudice, 


though 1 have been inquiſitive enough; 
but that he favours Scudmore there is no 
queſtion ; and if it be nothing but what 
has happened between you, I believe it 
will eaſily paſs away. No ill offices can 


be done by Cottington, for they are at 


ſuch a diſtance as they ſeldom ſpeak one 
to the other: and, beſides, I could never 
find that the ſuſpected party expreſſed an 

thing of malice to you, but when he mul- 


| tiplied the money that had been paid to 
Leiceſter, which might be a miſtake. 1 


am glad you find the Deputy of Ireland 
kind to. Leiceſter, for certainly he may 
do great courteſies, and ſo has he be- 


haved himſelf lately, as he is extreme 


great with Canterbury, Cottington 
Cake, al Wind. 7 bin 


more cauſe to fear ill offices from 
—— than formerly; for it is no new 
conceit that is not affec= 
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tionate to me or mine; but if the party 
deceive me, I ſhall be glad, and for any 
thing I know we are on the ſame terms 
you left us, I hope the 3ool. you com- 
manded ſhall be returned to you at the 
time appointed ; and when more is re- 
ceived, it ſhall be diſpoſed of according 
to your directions. 

The preſent alſo for the Queen of 
France I will be very careful to pro- 


vide; but it cannot be handſome for that 


proportion of money which you do men- 
tion; for thoſe bone laces, if they be 
good, are dear, and I will fend of the 
belt, for the honour of the nation, and 
my own credit. You perſuade my go- 
ing to London, and there I ſhall play the 
ill houſewife, which I perceive you are 
content to ſuffer, rather than I ſhould re- 
main in this ſolitarineſs ; and yet my in- 
tention is not to remove till the begin- 
ning of the next month, except Mr. 
Auger's going away carry me up ſooner. 
All the children I will leave here, ac- 
cording to your advice; and if you can 
ſpare Daniel, I defire that you will ſend 
him to me for the time of my being at 
London. Mr. Seladine comes in with 
your letter, whom I am engaged to en- 
tertain a little ; beſides, it is ſupper time, 
or elſe I ſhould beſtow one ſide of this 
paper in making love to you; and ſince 
I may with modeſty expreſs it, I will 
ſay, that if it be love to think on you 
ſleeping and waking, to diſcourſe of no- 
thing with pleaſure but what concerns 
you, to wiſh myſelf every hour with you, 
and to pray for you with as much de- 


votion as for my own foul ; then cer- 


tainly it may be ſaid that I am in love; 
and this is all. that you ſhall at this time 
hear from your, &c. 

Penſhurit, 7th Feb. 1636. 


Kiſs my boy Algernon for me, who 
ſent me a very pretty French Letter. 


LETTER XLVII. 
From the ſame to the ſame. 


My deareft heart, | 
ESTERDAY I received Mr, Ruvig- 
ny's viſit, and your letter. This 
morning, on my waking, I was ſaluted 
with more of your moſt welcome lines, 


which 1 expected the laſt night with ſome 


— 
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impatience. For, beſides the moſt de- 


ſired news of your good health, and the 


beloved expreſſions of your atiection, I 
am infinitely deſirous to receive from you 
ſome aſſurance of a happy ſucceſs in thoſe 
affairs that you have negociated with ſo 
much pains, But howſoever the French 
behave themſelves, I hope you will ac- 
quit yourſelf ſo as the King ſhall find 


cauſe to value your fervice, and not to 


blame it. What has made people think 
you more inclinable to France than you 
ought to be, I do not know; but cer- 
tainly that has been the exception that 
the King has had to you ; which opinion 
I hope is now removed, and then it 
will be eaſy to keep yourſelf from the 
like ſuſpicion. I think 's in- 
tereſt with the King is more than is ge- 
nerally known, and I believe will be 
more than it is; for with that party you 
are very well, as I hear by ſeveral per- 
ſons. Watt Montague has ſupped twice 
here within this week, and ſpeaks of you 
with much eſtimation. It 1s not good 
loſing the offices which he may do, and 
therefore I pray continue a civility to 
him. This week St. George's feaſt has 
been ſolemnized; my Lord of Danby, 
who I have not yet ſeen, performed his 
part, though he be very weak, and I 
fear will not laſt long, for they ſay he is 
deeply in a conſumption. My Lord 
Lovelace I hear will be in town this 
week, and I think ſhall be preſented firſt 
to my brother Northumberland, and 
then to us; his eſtate my Lord Danby 
ſays is 6000]. a year, and he now en- 
ters on 43500l.; the reſt his mother has, 
who they fay. 1s rich, and loves him very 
much. His perſon, I am told, is not to 
be diſliked, nor he wants not wit; but 
has kept extreme ill company, and will 


" ſometimes drink to diftemper himſelf. 


This is a foul fault, and would keep me 
from thinking on him at all, did I not 
hope, that good advice, and good con- 
veriation, would bring him from any ſuch 
delight; for his brothers-in-law, who 


are the beſt perſons that he keeps with, 


do draw him to that vice, being ex- 
tremely addicted to it themſelves, When 
I know more concerning him, you ſhall 
be further informed. I know you per- 


ſuade me to leave this town, only in con- 
ſideration of the danger, and therefore I 
do not intend to remove, till the King 
becauſe I 
apprehend 


and Queen go from hence; 
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apprehend that it is poſſible for me to do 


you ſome ſervice here. 

I have received 100l. from the Low 
Countries, which I think muſt be em- 
ployed in paying intereſt money. zool. 
I have received from Hen. Crikendall, 


which is reſerved only for the payment. 


of workmen, having aleady begun to 


finiſh the upper rooms; the men do not 


work in the houſe, and can bring no 
danger to us. 


J do not conceive it to he at all dan- 


gerous for you to let the King know 
that you have ſpent much above his al- 
lowance, and that you cannot ſubſiſt with- 
out ſome addition : for I believe he will 
not think it reaſonable that your fortune 
” ſhould be ruined in his ſervice: and [I 
think you may repreſent your condition 
ſo to him, as he ſhall find cauſe to grant 
you a ſupply. In my opinion, you had 
belt direct this requeſt only to himſelf ; 
but T ſhall ſubmit to any way that you 
think better. Madam Croft is come 
hither, and I ſaw her yeſterday. Sir 
William is extremely careful in what 
concerns Poll, and very kind to us all. 
My Lady Berkſhire carries my ſiſter now 
from all creatures, which is no trouble 
to me. And ſince I have nothing to 
ſay that merits another ſheet of paper, I 
will in this give you a farewel, with 
more affection than can be declared by ſo 
ill expreſſor as is your, &c. 
Leiceſter Houſe, 2oth April, 1637. 


E£eETTER nt. 
From the ſame to the fame. 


My deareſt heart, 


MY civility to this bearer doth not ſo 


much perſuade me to write, as the 
deſires I have at all times to perform 
that which may bring me to your me- 
mory. And though I have nothing to 
ſay, which 1 can deliver without appre- 
henſions of giving you trouble, yet can 
J not be filent when any occaſion is of- 
tered, By Mr. Cavendiſh I thought to 
have ſent my preſent for the Queen, but 
It is not yet ready, and therefore I mult 
attend another opportunity, for 1 will 
ave it in as good order as I can, My 
Lord of Danby is much-better than he 
was, and this day Iam going to fee him. 
My Loid Lovelace is at this inſtartt here, 
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full aſſurance of her faithful affection, 
who is, with all ſincerity, entirely yours. 
Leiceſter Houle, 12th May 1637. 


LETTER XLIX. 


From the ſame to the ſame, 


My deareſt heart, | 
us apprehenſion of your going to 


Hamburgh brought me much trouble, 
till I was told that it would be abſolutely 
left to your choice; and offered to you 
rather as a compliment than preſſed on 
you as a neceſſity, Wherefore, in that 
particular, I am now reaſonable well ſa- 
tisfied ; yet will I not deſiſt from the 
performance of all that may defend you 
from that journey : for I am more ad- 
verſe to it than you can be; though I 
am confident, that if the King have an 
ſuch intention, it is with a belief that it 
will pleaſe you, and not diſcontent you 
for I think he is very well diſpoſed to 
you: I am ſorry you cannot keep your- 
ſelf from being troubled with your com- 
panion's folly, who I think is very lit- 
tie conſidered here, for I ſeldom hear 
him named; and when he is, it is with 
contempt. All my preſent for the 
Quecn of France is provided, which I 
haye done with great care and ſome 
trouble: the expence I cannot yet di- 
iectly tell you; but I think it will be 
about 129l. for the bone laces are ex- 
tremely dear. I intend to ſend it by 
Monſieur Ruvigny, for moſt of the things 
are of new faſhion; and it I ſhould keep 
them, they would be leſs acceptable; 
for what is new now, will quickly grow 


common, ſuch things being ſent over al- 


moſt every week. Now concerning Doll, 
of whom I can neither ſay what J deſire, 
nor what I thought I ſhould have done; 
for I find my Lord Lovelace ſo uncertain 
and fo idle, ſo much addicted to mean 
company, and fo eaſily drawn to de- 
bauchery, as it is now my ſtudy how to 
break off with him in ſuch a manner as 
it may be faid that we refuſed him; 
for ſince Sunday laſt, we have not ſeen 

H h 2 him, 
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and would fain make an excuſe for his 
abſence, which I have received with ſuch 
an anſwer as he may underſtand to be a 
little check: what will come after it, ſhall 
be delivered to you the next week; and 
at this time I beſcech 2 to receive A 
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him, though he be every day very near 
us, Many particulars I could tell you of 
his wildneſs ; but the knowledge of them 
would be of no uſe to you, fince he is 
likely to be a ſtranger to us; for though 
his eſtate is good, his perſon pretty 
enough, and his wit much more than or- 
dinary, yet dare I not venture to give 
Doll to him. And concerning my Lord 


of Devonſhire, I can ſay as little to pleaſe 


you; for though his mother and ſiſter 


made fair ſhows of good intentions to 


us, yet in the end we find them, juſt as 
IT expected, full of deceit and juggling. 
The fitter is gone from this town ; but 
the young Lord is ſtill here, who never 
viſited us but once, aid yet all the town 
ſpoke of a marriage; which I think 
came 'upon my Lord of Holland's di- 
vulging his contidence. that it would 


be ſo; and he conceives that he had much 
reaſon to believe What he did. 


My dear 
heart, let not theſe croſs accidents trou- 
ble you, for we do not. know what God 
has provided for her; and, howſoever, 
Jet us ſubmit to his will, and confeſs that 
his benefits are far beyond our deſerts, 
and his puniſhments much leis than we 
have reaſon to expect. The laſt Sunday, 
being at the court to wait vn the Queen, 
the Earl of Holland came formally in, and 
whiſpered with her Majeſty, who pre- 
ſently called me; and, with a cheerful 


countenance, ſaid, that all was con- 
cluded in France, and that you had ſent 


one to give that advertiſement. Which 
news I received with much joy, and went 
home with an expectation of hearing it 
confirmed by a letter of yours; but, 
upon enquiry, I found that Holland had 
made this report upon a letter which came 
to Secretary Cooke, wherein there was 
no ſuch thing as he had told the Queen. 


He makes ſuch fooliſh diſcourſes to the 


King of all that you write to him, as I 
think you had better ſay nothing to him 


of thoſe diſcontents which 1 believe 


ſometimes come to you by falſe in- 
formations. And though you have cauſe 
of diſlike, I do not think it advantageous 
for you to be ever taking exceptions ; 
and Holland is ſo glad to get any thing 
to talk on to the King, as he multiplies 
the leaſt information that he receives: 
fo as in my opinion you had not beſt 
write any thing to him which you would 
not have him diſcourſe of. And, at this 
preſent, I can ſay no more; but that I 


ELEGANT EPISTLES. 


ble, and exactly obedient. 


Fd 


Book II. 


am more yours than can be imagined, 
and more impatient to ſee you than can 
be expreſſed ; which I hope will per. 
ſuade you to beſtow thoughts of kind- 
neſs on your, &c. * 


- Leiceſter Houſe, 18th May 1637, 


LETTER. I. 


The Lady Dorothy Sidney (afterward; 
Counteſs of Sunder land) to ber father 
Robert Earl of Leicefler. 


My Lord, | | 

LTAD not my intentions been divert 

=» by the trouble of a diſtemper, which 
a great cold produced; and ſince that 
by the expectation of Rochell's coming 
hither, I would not have been thus flow 
in preſenting your Lordſhip with my 
moſt humble thanks for the many fine 


things that you have beſtowed on me. 


And though they will be my greareſt or- 
naments, which is of much conſideration 
by perſons no wiſer than I am; they 
could not give me any contentment, but 
as I underſtand they are expreſſions of 
your Lordſhip's favour ; a bleſſing chat, 
above all others in this world, I do with 
moſt paſſion defire : and my ambition is, 
that whatſoever your Lordſhip doth pro- 
pound to be in the perfecteſt good child 
upon the earth, you may find accom- 
pliſned in me, that will ever be your 
Lordſhip's moſt affectionate, moſt hum- 


Penſhurit, Dec. 29, 1638. 


LETTER Li 


Robert Lord Spencer to his Lady Dorothy, 
daughter of Robent Earl of Leiceſter, 
Moſt of it in qytber, and decypbered. 


My deareſt heart, : 
PHE King's condition is much im- 
| proved of late; his force in 
creaſeth daily, which increaſeth the in- 
lolency of the Papiſts. How much I am 
unſatisfied with the proceedings here, 1 
have at large expreſſed in ſeveral Jetters. 
Neither is there wanting, daily, hand- 
ſome occaſion to retire, were it not for 
grinning honour. For let occaſion be 


never ſo handſome, unleſs a man were 


reſolved to fight on the Parliament fide, 
| which, 


gect. I. 
which, for my part, I had rather be 


hanged, it will be faid without doubt, 
that a man 1s afraid to fight, If there 


could be an expedient found to falve the 


punctilio of honour, I would not conti- 
nue here an hour. The diſcontent that 
I, and many other honeſt men, receive 
daily, is Beyond expreſſion. People are 
much divided; the King is of late very 
much averſe to peace, by the perſua- 


ſions of p and . 


likewiſe conceived that the King has 
taken a reſolution not to do any thing 
in that way before the Queen comes; 
for people adviſing the King to agree 
with the Parliament was the occaſion of 
the Queen's return, Till that time no 
advice will be received ; nevertheleſs, 
the honeſt men will take all occaſions to 
procuie an accommodation ; which the 
King, when he ſent thoſe meſſages, did 
heartily defire, and would ſtill make of- 
fers in that way, but for —— and 
—— — and the expectation of the 
Queen, and the fear of the Papiſts, who 
tat eaten people of —— : I fear the 
Papiſts threats have a much greater in- 
fluence upon the King than upon ——. 
What the King's intentions are, to thoſe 
that I eee with, are altogether un- 


Known; ſome ſay he will hazard a bat- 


tle very quickly ; others lay he thinks of 
wintering 3 which as it is ſuſpected, ſo if 
it were generally believed, Sunderland 
and many others would make no ſcruple 
to retire ; for I think it is far from gal- 
lant either to ſtarve with the King, or to 
do worſe, as to avoid fighting. It is 
ſaid the-King goes on Friday towards 
Cheſter, far a day or two, leaving his 
forces here z which are, 6000 foot, 1500 
dragoons, and above 2000 horſe. There 
are 4000 foot more raiſed, they ſay 
2000 by my Lord Strange, 1000 by Sir 
Thomas Salſbury, and 1200 by Sir Ed- 
. ward Stradling; all which will be here 
within a very few days. This is a light- 
ning before death, I am yours, &c. 
_ Shrewſbury, the 21ſt Sept. 1642, 


LETTER LI. 


From the ſame to the ſame, decyphered, 


My deareſt heart, 
] HAVE received your letter of the 1oth 
of this inſtant, but have had none elſe 


* 
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a good while, though you mentioned two 


others in this. Since we have been upon 


our march, I have had neither time nor 


opportunity to write, but I ſent Alibone 
yelterday to bores, with a ſhort let- 
ter to you, and a 

for which trouble I beſeech you to make 
my excuſe: above one more than this, I 
believe I ſhall not have time to write, 
and opportunity to ſend, before we come 


to London ; which, by the grace of God, 


will be as ſoon as fo great an army can 
march ſo many miles. For not only 


—, but moſt men believe, that the 


King's army will make its way, though 
3 Eſſex's army is five times as many 
as we are. If the Kings or rather 
prevail, we are in fad 


they will be inſupportable to all, but 


molt to us who have oppoſed them, ſo - 


that if the King prevails by force, I mult 
not live at home, which 1s | ts to 
me, but more to you; but 1 ———, 
I apprehend I ſhall not be ſuffered to 
live in England: and yet I cannot fan- 
cy any way to avoid both; for the 
King is fo awed by „ that he 
dares not propoſe peace, or accept: I 
fear though by his laſt meſſage he 1s 
engaged. But if that be offered by the 
Parliament, I and others will ſpeak their 
opinion, though by that, concerning 
the treaty, were threatened by 
who cauſed —— 
by the King, upon his allegiance, to 
return againit his will, he being tos 
powerful for » and by whom 
England is now likely to be governed. 


= 


Sn. 


1 — 


2 
* 


that if 


—— 


— —_ 


> "oi taken notice of it, 
ever ſince the Duke's going away: my 
Lord Southampton, who preſents to you 
his ſervice has lain in the bedchamber : 
for all the King never ſpeaks to- 

_ ———, L had above 
an hour's diſcourſe with the King, about 
the treaty, which I would be glad you 
knew, but it is too long with cyphers and 
unfit without, elle we have had no com- 
merce ſince we came from Nottingham: 


I thank you for your care to ſupply me 
N with 


ong one to my lady 


condition, for 


—— — — 
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you til] I wanted it, for yeſterday I gave 
fix ſcore pounds for a horſe of my couſin 
Clumſey's, ho kiſſes your hands. This 


may appear an argument that I ſhall want 


the ſoone!, but if I had been in danger 
of that, I would have venture my body 
upon a worſe horſe. If I durſt write 
thus fieely ot all things, you ſhould have 


volumes, but by this conſtraint, I fear 


J have writ too much nonſenſe ; for I 
can truly ſay of my writing in characters, 
as a great man of this kingdom taid of 
his fpeaking, that he never knew what 
he meant to ſpeak, before he ſpake, nor 
what he had faid, after he had ſpoken. 
Pray Jet my Lady Leiceſter know, that 
to write news without or with a cy- 
pher, is mconvenient ; ill compliments 
I dare not, having heard her ſo often 
declaim againſt good ones, fo that out 
of my reſpe& I forbear writing often to 
her. I hear that Leiceſter has refuſed 
to ſhew his inſtructions to the Parliament 
without the King's leave, which reſolu— 
tion | hope he will not alter, left it 


fhould be prejudicial to him; for the 


King is in fo good condition at this time, 
that if the Parliament would reſtore all 
his right, unleis the Parliament will de- 


named in his long „and fome 
others, he will not hearken to peace. I 
hope Northumberland is in no danger, 
for beſides the relation to him by you, 
I have been fo obliged to him, that [ 
very often think of him. The Parlia- 
ment's confidence which you ſpake of in 
your letter 1s put on, for really they are 
in ill condition, and it is impoſſible but 
they muſt know it, I never ſaw the 
King look better, he is very cheerful, 
and by the bawdy difcourſe 1 thought I 
had been in the drawing room. Money 


comes in beyond expectation, the foot 


are reaſonahly well paid; the bo ſe have 
not been paid, but live upon the coun— 
try. The King 1s very good of himſelf, 
and would be fo ſtill were it not for evil 
counſellors ; for he gives very ſtrict or- 
der, that as little ſpoil be made as is poſ— 
fible. To morrow we march to Eir- 


mingham “, and ſo on the road to 
London, from whence by the grace of 
God I will come to Penſhurſt, where I 
| 5 | 
Od ober 14th, 1642, the King marched 
to Birmingl.am, N i 
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with money; I ſhould be ſorry not to ſee 


hope to ſee you paſt all your pains, [ 
wrote to you laſt, to defire you to invite 
all my ſiſters to you, for I doubt Lon- 
don will be ſhortly a very ill place. I 


am yours, and my Lady Carlifle's hum. |, 


ble ſervant. You ſee I have not ſpared 
my pains, but unleſs you have received 
a letter that I writ to you from 
you will not well underſtand the incloſed; 
pray keep it to yourſelf, for I fend it to 
you to have your opinion, whether it be 
idiculous or no. I am yours, | 


ELLER LIL) 
From the ſame to the ſame, 


My deareſt heart, 

ing before Glouceſter, hath extremely 
diſappointed me; for when I went from 
Briftol, on Monday morning, he was re- 
ſolved to come hither this day, and to that 
purpoſe ſent his troop before. Upon 
this, I, and two or three gentlemen 
agreed to meet his Majeſty here this day, 
and to take the Bath in our way, which 
we did accordingly ; by which means, 
we miſſed his Majeſty, being gone this 
morning towards Glouceſter; and to- 
morrow morning he will be before it, 
where I intend to wait upon him. The 
King's going to Glouceſter is in the opi- 
nion of moſt very unadvited. I find the 
Queen is unſatisfied with it; fo is all the 
people of quality. I am not able to give 
you any account upon what grounds the 
King took this reſolution ; it may he you 
will think, that I am iparing of my 
pains, but really had 1 any more to 
ſay 1 wonld ſet it down, You will re- 
ceive two other letters from me by this 
meſſenger, one of which I wrote before 
my going hence, the other at Briſtol; 
they are of ſo old a date that I fhould 
do you a great ſervice to burn them; 
but becauſe you often reproach me for 
fuling in this kind of kindneſs, I will 
ſend them, hoping that you will receive 
them kindly, according to the intention 
of him that wrote them, who is mo 
paſſionately yours. 

Avg. gth, at ſunſet, 1643. 


I do moſt humbly kiſs my Lady Let- 


celter's hands. 


THE King's ſudden reſolution of go- 


ELSE . 4s a ene a il. 


Sect. I. 
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From the ſame ro the ſame. 


My deareſt heart, 

UST as I was coming out of the 

trenches, on Wedneſday, I received 
your letter of the 2oth of this inſtant, 
which gave me ſo much ſatisfaction, that 
it put all the inconveniences of this tiege 
out of my thoughts. At that inſtant, if 
I had followed my own inclinations, I 
had returned an anſwer to yours; writing 
to you, and hearing from you, being the 
moſt pleaſant entertainment that I am 
capable of in any place; but eſpecially 
here, where, but when I am in the 
trenches (which place is ſeidom without 
my company), I am more ſolitary than 
ever I was in my life ; this country be- 
ing very full of little private cottages, in 
one of which I am quartered, where my 
Lord Falkland did me the honour, laſt 
night to ſup, Mr, Chillingworth f 1s 
now here with me, in Sir Nicholas Sel- 
win's place, who has been this week at 
Oxford; our little engineer comes not 
hither ſo much out of kindneſs to me 
as for his own conveniency, my quarter 
bing three or four miles nearer the 
leaguer than my Lord cf Devonſhire's, 
with whom he ſtayed till he was com- 
manded to make ready his engines with 
all poſſible ſpeed. It is not to be ima- 
gined with what diligence and ſatiſ- 
faction (I mean to himſelf) he executes 
.tHis command; for my part, I think it 
not unwiſely done of him to change his 
profeſſion, and I think you would have 
been of my mind if you had heard him 


Hipute laſt night witn my Lord Falk- 


land in favour of Socinianiim 3 wherein 
he was by his Lordſhip fo often con— 
founded, that really it. appears he has 
much more realon for his engine than 
for his opinion: I put off my writing 
til laſt night, cut of hopes that ſome- 
thing here would have happened worthy 
your Knowledge, more than what 1 wrote 
to you the day before; and you ſee 
what good company made me defer it laſt 
night, at which time I was newly come 
trom our leaguer, whither L thought to 
have gone this morning; but L have got 
ſuch an angry pimple, or rather a kind 


A ſamovs divine 
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of a ſmall bile, in ſuch a place, that as 


I cannot ride without pain, ſo I cannot 


with modelty make a more particular 


deſcription. — — 
find that we had only an alarm, which 
they gave to hinder our working, not 
daring to ſally any more, being ſo well 
beaten the laſt time; the night before 


they offered to make a ſally, forty or 


fifty of them being without their ſally 
port, but we inſtantly beat them back. 
Our gallery will be finiſhed within this 
day or two, and then we ſhall foon diſ- 
patch our mine, and them with it. Many 
of the ſoldiers are confident that we ſhall 
have the town within this four days, 
which I extremely long for, not that I 
am weary of the ſiege ; for really, though 
we ſuffer many inconveniences, yet I ain 


not ill pleaſed at this variety, fo directly 


oppolite to one another, as the being in 
the trenches with ſo much good com- 
pany, I — with the noiſe and tinta- 
marre of guns and drums, the horrid 
ſpectacles and hideous cries, of dead 


and hurt men, is to the ſolitarineſs of my 


quarter; together with all the marks of 
peace, which often bring into my 
thoughts (notwithſtanding your mother's 
opinion of me) how infinitely more happy 
F ſhuuld eſteem myſelf, quietly to enjoy 
your company at Althrope, than to be 
troubled with the noiſes and engaged in 
the factions of the court, which [ thall 
ever endeavour to avoid ; ſhould that be 
compaſſed, nothing on my part ſhall be 
omitted, he being, as he tells me, now 
contriving how to lay the buſineſs fo with 


— and Lord Jermin, who pro- 
feiſeth much kindneſs 


- 


— 


——— —— that it may in pro- 


bability, take 


— ——_— OSS NR fſf OO oy — ES — — —— — 


— — 


_—_—— 


— — T — — — 


— 


— I thought it would not be 


amiſs to acquaint” you with this, becauſe 


it may interrupt your friend — — his 
buſineſs; for it appears ſo foul a buſi- 
neſs to my friend ——-—-, that he 
told me he would endeavour to do 
them both all the ſervice he could, 
by keeping it off; but if that cannot 


be done; and that it is n-ceſſary for 


— — to be engaged (which if it is 
poſſible 


notwithſtanding 


ay K — 
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buſineſs 'accordingly. I ſhall endeavour 
to provide you better lodgings at Ox- 
ford, and will be careful to furniſh them 
according to your deſire; which I for- 
bear yet to do, becauſe it is not yet cer- 
' tain that we ſhall not take in Coventry 
and Northampton in our way to London. 
1 have writ two or three letters to you 
fince that which Alibone brought you, in 
one of with I took notice of Holdenby, 


nd was not at all concerned in it 
If; for his principal deſign was, 


d he die now, would be deſti- 
good houſe, I am able to give 


you no account of the Earls of Bedtord, 


Clare, and Holland; nothing being re- 
ſolved concerning them when I came 
from Oxford, more than that they ſhould 
he very well uſed, but without doubt 
they will ere long be better received than 
they ought to expect. When we. were 
at Brite) Sir William was there, but I 
hear that he is now lately gone to Here- 
ford, for which I envy him, and all 
others, that can go to their own houlcs ; 
but I hope ere long you will let me have 
your company, and Popet's, the thought 


of which is to me moſt pleaſant, and pal- 


ſionately deſired by yours. 
Aug. 2gth, from before Glouceſter, 


Since I wrote this, T hear the King 
oes to-morrow to Oxford, from whence 
£ will return on Monday, whither I 
cannot 1ide without pain, and therefore 
intend not to wait upon him. Sir Wil- 
liam Killigrew is your ſervant, to whom 
the King has given the reve-fion of Pen- 
dennis Caſtle, after Arundell, who is 
threeſcore and ten; with which he is ex 
tremely pleaſed, it being the thing in the 
world he molt de ſired. 
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22 he will avoid) in juſtice he muſt ' | 

very ſevere to that perſon who is very 
kind to him (pardon this outrageous pa- 
rentheſis); but that I would be glad to 
know what reſolution we ſhall take upon 
it, that I might order my own 'private 


LETTER T. 


The ſame to the ſame, four days before 
the fight of Newberry, where be was 


ain. 


SINCE I wrote to you laſt from Sul- 

bey, we had ſome hopes one day to 
fight with my Lord of Eſſex's army, we 
receiving certain intelligence of his be- 
ing in a field convenient enough, called 
Ripple field, towards which we ad- 
vanced with all poſſible ſpeed ; upon 
which he retired with the body of his 
army to Tewkeſbury, where, by the ad-- 
vantage of the hiidge, he was able to 
make good his quarter, with five hundred 
men, againlt twenty thouſand So that 

gh we were at fo near a diſtance, as 
'e could have been with him in two 
hours; his quarter being ſo ſtrong, it 
was reſolved on Thurſday, that we ſee- 
ing for the preſent he would not fight 
with us, we ſhould endeavour to force 
him to it by cutting off his proviſions ; 
tor which purpoſe, the beſt way was, for 
the body of our army to go back to 
Eveſholme, and for our horſe to diſtrels 
him; upon which I and many others, 
reſolved to come for a few days hither, 
there being no probability of fighting "y 
ſuddenly, where we arrived late on Thurſ- 
day night, As ſoon as I came, I went 
to your father's, where I found Aljbone, 
with whoſe face I was better pleaſed than 
with any of the ladies here. This ex- 
prefſion is ſo much a holder thing than 
charging my Lord Eflex, that ſhould 
this letter miſcarry, and come to the 


knowledge of our dames, I ſhould, by 


having my eves ſcratched out, be cleared 
trom coming away from the army for 
fear; where if I had ſtayed, it is odds I 
Mould not have loſt more than one. Laft 
night very good news came to court, that 
we, yeſterday morning, fell upon a horſe 
quarter of the enemies, and cut off a re- 
giment, and that my Lord of Newcaſtle 
hath killed, and taken priſoners, two 
whole regiments of horſe and foot that 
iſſued out of Hul! ; which place he hath 
great hopes to take ere long. By the 


fame meſſenger, laſt night, the King 


ſent the Queen word that he would come 


hitler on Monday or Tueſday ; upon 
| | one 


one of which days, if he alter his reſo;k mn OT I 100 of 
lutions, I ſhall not fail to return to the LETTER LVI. 

army. I am afiaid our fitting down be- f b. 1 
fore Glouceſter has hindered us from Robert Earl of Leiceſter, to bis daughter 
making an end of the war this year, Durothy Countejs of Sunderland, on the 
which nothing could keep us from do- death of the Earl ber buſband, who loft 
ing, if we had a month s more ume, is life valiauly fighting for King 
which we loſt there, for we never were Char es the Fir, at t batte Neu- 
in a more proſper ous condition; and yet berry, 20th Sept. 1643. 

the diviſions do not at all diminiſh, eſpe- TT 


cially betwixt — ——-— and — My dear Dull, 5 
by which we zeceive prejudice. I ne- [ K NOW it is to no purpoſe to advi 
yer faw - — ule any body with you not to grieve; that is not in my in» 


more negledt than ————, and we lay tention ; for ſuch a lots as yours cannot _ 
he is not uſed much better by the Queen. be received indifferently, by a nature ſo | 
Mis. Jerinin met my Lord Jermyn (who, tender and fo ſenſible as yours; but 
notwithſtauding your intelligence, is but though your aff tion o him whom you 
a Baron) with whom I came, at Wood- loved ſo dearly, and 'your reaſon in va- 
ſtoke, with a coach, who told me the Juing his merit (neither of which you 
would write to you, which I hope ſhe could do too much), did expoſe you to 
hath done; for ſince I came here, | have the danger of that ſorrew which now 
ſeen no creature but ygui father and my oppreſſe:h vou; yet if you conſult with =_ 
uncle; fo that I am altogether ignorant that affe&i;n, and with that reaſon,” { i 
of the intrigues of this place. Betore I am periuaded that you will ſee cauſe to 
go hence, I hope ſome body will come muderate that forrow 5; for your affection 
tram you, howloever I ſhall have a let- to that worthy perſon may tell y.u, that 
ter here fer you I have taken the belt even to it you cannot juſtify yourlclf, 
care I can about my œconomical affairs; if you lament his being. raiſed to a de- 
I am afraid 1 ſhall not be able to get you gree of happineſs, far beyond any th 
a butter houſe, every body think ing me he did or could enjoy upon the earth 
mad for ſpeaking about it Pray blefs fuch as depends upon no uncertaintie 
Popet “ for me, and tell her I would nor can ſuffer any diminution : an 
have writ to her, but, that, upon ma- wherein, though he knew your tuff 
ture deliberation, I found it to be unci- ings, he could not he grieved at your: * 
vil to 1eturn an anſwer to a lady, in ano- fliftions. And your reaſon will affure 
ther character than her own, which lam you, that beſides the vanity of bemoaning 1 
not yet learned enough to do. I cannot, that which hath no remedy, you offend 8 
by walking about my chamber, call any him whom you loved, f you hurt that | 
thing more to mind to ſet down here, and perſon whom he loved. Remember how 
reaily I have made you no ſmall compli- apprehenfive he was of your. dangers, | 
ment in writing thus much; for I have and how forry for any thing that troubled | i 
| 


lo great a cold, that 1 do nothing but you: imapine that he ſees how you afflict 
ineeze, and mine eyes do nothing but and hurt yourſelf ; you will then believe, 1 
water, all the while Jam in this poſture that though he look upon it without ary _ 9 
of hanging down my head, I beſeech perturbation, for that cannot be ad- Kid 
you to prelent his ſervice to my lady, mitted by that bleſſed condition wherein N 
who is moſt paſſionately and perfectly he is, yet he may cenſure you, and 
yours, | think you forgetful of the friendſhip that þ 
Oxtord, September the 16th 1643. was between you, if you purſue not his | 

| a; Y deſires, in being carcful of yourſelf, who j 
My humble ſervice to Lady Lucy, was ſo dear unto him But he tees you | 
and the other little ladies, 1 not; he knows not hat you do; well, | 
what then! Will you do any thing that = 

| would diſpleaſe him if he knew it, be- i 

3 was his daughter, and was after- cauſe he is where he doth not know it? | 
wards Marchioneſs of Halifax, I am ſore that was never in your thoughts; - 1 
OT. for the rules of your actions were, and | | 
muſt be, virtue, and affetion to your [ 
14 | huſband, * 
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huſband, not the conſideration of his ig- 


norance or knowledge of what you do; 
that is but an accident, neither do I 
think that his preſence was at any time 
more than a circumſtance, not at all ne- 


ceſſary to your abſtaining from thoſe 


things which _ diſpleaſe him. Aſſure 
yourſelf, that aH the ſighs and tears that 
your heart and eyes can ſacrifice unto 
your grief, are not ſuch teſtimonies of 
your affection as the taking care of 
thoſe whom he loved, that is, of your- 
ſelf, and of thoſe pledges of your mu- 
- . tual friendſhip an affeQion which he 
| hath left with you; and which, thou 
you would abandon yourſelf, may juſtly 
challenge of you the performance of 
their father's truſt, repoſed in you, to 
be careful of them. For their fakes, 


therefore, aſſuage your grief: they all 


have need of you, and one, eſpecially, 
whoſe life, as yet, doth abſolutely de- 
pend on yours. I know you lived hap- 
pily, and fo as nobody but yourſelf 
could meaſure the contentment of it. I 
rejoiced at it, and did thank God for 
making me one of the means to procure 
it for you. That now is paſt, and I wil 
not flatter you fo much, as to ſay, I 
think you can ever be ſo happy in this 
life again; but this comfort you owe me, 
that I may ſee you bear this change and 
your misfortunes patiently. I ſhall be 
more -pleaſed with that than with the 
other, by as much as I eſteem virtue 


and wiſdom in you, more than any in- 


conſtant benefits that fortune could be- 
ſtow upch you: it is likely that, as many 
others do, you will uſe examples to au- 
thoriſe the preſent paſſion which poſ- 
ſeſſeth you; and you may ſay that our 
Saviour himſelf did weep & the death of 
one he loved; that is true; but we muſt 
not adventure too far after his example 
in that, no more than a child ſhould run 
into a river, becauſe he ſaw a man wade 
through ; for neither his ſorrow, nor any 
other paſſion, could make him fin ; but 
it is not ſo with us: he was pleaſed to 
take our infirmities, but he hath not im- 
parted to us; his power to limit or re- 
ſtrain them; for if we let our paſſions 
looſe they will grow headſtrong, and 
. deprive us of the power which we muſt 
reſerve to ourſelves, that we may re- 
cover the government which our reaſon 
and our religion ought to have above 
them. I doubt not but your eyes are 
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full of tears, and not the emptier for 
thoſe they ſned. God comfort you, and 


let us join in prayer to him, that he will 


be pleaſed to give his grace to you, to 


your mother, and to myſelf, that all of 


us may reſign and ſubmit ourſelves en- 
tirely and cheerfully to his pleafure. 80 
nothing ſhall be able to make us un- 
happy in this life, nor to hinder us from 
being happy in that which is eternal, 
Which that you may enjoy at the end 
of your _— whoſe number I wiſh as 
great as of any morta] creature; and 
that through them all you may find 


gh ſuch comforts as are beſt and moſt ne- 


ceſſary for you; it is, and ſhall ever be, 

the conſtant prayer of your father that 

loves you dearly. 
Oxford, roth Oftober 1643. 


LETTER LVII. 


Robert Earl of Leiceſter to the Buren, at 
Oxford, deſir ing to knyw why be was 
diſmiſſed from the office of Lord Lieute- 

nant of Ireland. © | 


Madam, 
QUFF ER yourſelf, I beſeech you, to 
receive from a perſon, happy here- 
tofore in your Majeſty's good opinion, 
this humble petition : That whereas the 
King hath conferred a great honour upon 
me, which now he hath taken from me, 
after a long and expenceful attendance 
for my diſpatch; and after his Majeſty 
had divers times ſignified, not only to 
me, but to my Lord Percy alſo, his in- 
tention to ſend me into Ireland; fince 
which, I cannot imagine what I have 
done, to alter his Majeſty's juſt and gra- 
cious purpoſe towards me. 
And whereas it hath pleaſed the King 
to tell me lately, that he had both ac- 
quainted your Majeſty at the firſt, with 


his intention to give me that employ- 
ment, and ſince, that he would deprive 


me-of it; I humbly conceive it to be very 


likely, that the King hath alſo told your 


Majeſty the cauſe that moved him to it; 
for, I preſume, that upon a ſervant of 
his and yours recommended to his fa- 
vour, by your Majeſty, he would not put 
fuch a diſgrace without telling your Ma- 
jeſty the reaſon why he did it; but, 
as I could never flatter myſclf with any 
conceit that I had deſerved that mon 
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ſo I cannot accuſe myſelf neither of 
having deſerved to be diſpoſſeſſed of it 
in a manner ſo extraordinary, and ſo 
unuſual te the King, to puniſh without 
ſhewing the cauſes of his diſpleaſure. 

In all humility, therefore, I beſeech 
your Majeſty to let me know my fault, 
which I am confident I ſhall acknow- 
| ledge, as ſoon as I may fee it; for 
though it be too late to offer ſuch ſatiſ- 
faction as, being graciouſly accepted, 
might have prevented the misfortune 
which is fallen upon me; yet I may pre- 
ſent the teſtimonies of my ſorrow for 
having given any juſt cauſe of offence 
to either of your Majetties. | 

I ſeek not to recover my office, Ma- 
dam, but your good opinion; or to obtain 
your pardon, if my fault be but of er- 
ror; and that I may either have the hap- 
pineſs to ſatisfy your Majeſties that I 
have not offended, and ſo juſtify my firſt 
innocence, or gain repentance, which I 
may call a ſecond innocence. I mult 
confeſs, this is a great importunity; but, 
1 prefume your Majeſty will forgive it, 
if you pleaſe to conſider how much I am 
concerned in that which brings inſtant 
deſtruction to my fortune, preſent diſ- 
honour to myſelf, and the ſame, for ever, 
to my poor family ; for | might have 
paſſed away unregarded and unremem- 
bered, But now, having been raiſed to 
an eminent place, and diſpoſſeſſed of it 
otherwiſe than I think any of my pre- 
deceſſors in that place have been, the 
uſual time being not expired; no offence 
objected, nor any recompence aſſigned ; 
! ſhall be tranſmitted to the knowledge 
cf following times, with a mark of dit- 
truſt, which I cannot but think an infa- 
my, full of grief to myſelf, and of pre- 
judice to my poſterity. 

For theſe reaſons, I humbly beſeech 
your Majeſty to make my offence to ap- 
pear, that I may undeceive myſelf, and 


ſce that it was but a falſe integrity which 


I have boaſted and preſumed upon, that 
others may know that which yet they 
can but ſuſpect; and that I may no 
longer ſhelter myſelf under the yain 
protection of a pretended affection to the 
King and your Majeſty's ſervice, nor 


under the excuſe of ignorance or infirmi- 


ty: but let me bear the whole burden 
of difloyalty and ingratitude, which ad- 
mits no protection nor. excuſe. And I 
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humbly promiſe your Majeſty, that if 


either of thoſe crimes be proved againſt 
me, I never will be ſo impudent as to 
importune you for my pardon. But if 1 
be no otherwiſe guilty, than as miſin- 
formation, or misfortune, many times 
makes men in this world; then I be 

leave to think ſtill, that I have been a 
faithful ſubject and ſervant to the King. 
And though I renounce all other worldly: 
contentments, whilſt the miſeries of the 

times endure, wherein the King, your 
Majeſty, and the whole kingdom ſuffer 
much that it would be a ſhame for 
any private man to be happy, and a fin 


to think himſelf ſo; yet there is one 


happineſs that I may juſtify ; therefore 
I aſpire unto it, and humbly defire it of 
your Majeſty, that you will be pleaſed to, 
think of me as of your Majeſty's moſt: 
faithful and moſt obedient creature, 

gth December 1643. 


LETTER LVII. 


Algernon Earl of Northumberland to Ro- 
bert Earl of Leiceſter, 


My Lord, | 


| THOUGHT it not ſeaſonable to be 
over halty in adventuring to trouble 


your Lordſhip with that which is of ſo 
little importance as the expreſſing my 
ſorrow for the death of my dear aer 3 
but, indeed, I bear a very great ſhare. 
with your Lordſhip. in this loſs, as I: 


ſhall do in every accident that comes un- 


welcomely to you. For my own parti- 
cular, I account the loſs equal, 955% 
to any that could befal me; and it would 
be much increaſed, if it ſhould remove 
me further from your Lordſhip's kind- 
neſs and favour. Though that tie, 
which was the occaſion of bringing us 
firſt together, be diſſolved, my hope and 
deſire is, that the friendſhip which fol- 
lowed may ſtill continue between us 
and if a true reſpect and value of your 


Lordſhip can merit any thing, I thall. 


not mils of the ſatisfaction I aim at, in 
being owned by your Lordſhip for 
your, &c, "4 


Auguſt 29, 1659. 
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LETTER LX. 


The Earl of | OY to Algernon Earl of 
ny Nor thumberland. 
Ny Lord, Ht 


N the greateſt ſorrow that I have ever 
ſuffered, your Lordſhip hath given me 
the greateſt 'enſoiation that I could re- 
ceive from any body in this world; for 
having lot that which I loved beft, 
your Lordſhip ſecureth me from lofing 
that which I loved next, that is, you: fa- 
vour ; to which having no right or claim 
by any worthineſs in myſelf, but only 
by that alliance of which my moſt dear 
wife was the media ion, I might juſtly 
fear the loſs of that alſo, if your Lord- 
ſhip's chai ity towards me did not prevent 
it. And now I will preſume to tell your 
Lordſhip, that though you have Joſt an ex- 
cellent Her, who by her affection an: re- 
verence towards you highly deſerved of 
vou; yet ſuch was her death, that your 
Lordſhip hath reaſon to rejoice at her 
departure. And if I were Chriſtian good 
enough to conceive the happmeſs of the 
other lite, and that J could have loved 


her enough, it might have been to me a 


eaſure to ſee her die, as ſhe died: but 

ing unable to repair my own Joſs, with 
the conſideration of her advantage, I 
muſt ever grieve fo; the one, until I may 
be partake! of the other: and as I ſhall 
ever whilſt 1 live pay to her memory 
all affection and reſpects, ſo for her fake 
thut loved you fo dearly, and was fo be- 
loved of your Lordſhip, and for the high 
eſtimation which I have always had of 
your Lordſhip, I beſcech you to let me 
remain in your favour, and to be afftred 
oſ my being your Lordſhip's faithfulleſt 
humble ſervant. 

Penſhurſt, 3iſt Auguſt 16 59. 


LETTER LX. 


Robert Farl of Liicefier to Alzernon Farl 
of Nor thumber land. 12 


My Lord, 3 

F the few perſons that I confider in 

this world, your Lordſhip hath my 
| wang eſtimation. And of the fewer 
t 


ings that 1 value in this life, your fa- 
vour is placed by me in the moſt high 
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degree: 1 am very tender of both, and 


do paſſionately defire the converſation of 
the one for the od of many, and the 
continuntion of the other for my own 
particular great contentment 

Y-ur Lordſhip T hope will therefore 
pardon this trouble, which is cauſed only 
by my impatience to inquite and to hear 
of your health: and to receive from 
you if you pleaſe, ſome teſtimony of 
my remaining in your 1ememberance and 
favour, which in the time of my ſem- 


ing proſperity, and of my being beſt 


pleaſed with the world, was held by me 
equal to any other contentment : and 
now, at the end of my fad and ſolitary 
life, ſhall be equal tv any other conclu— 
ſion that can be given to your Lord- 


bay + &c. 


enſhurſt, 26th September 1659, 


LETTER 1 


Algernon Sidney to his father, Robert Earl 
of Leicefier , 


My Lord, | 
& HUE paflage of Letters from England 
- hither is ſo uncertain, that I did not, 
unt] within thele very tew days, hear the 
ſad news of my mother's death I was 
then with the King of Sweden at Nycopin 
in Falſter. This is the firſt opportunity 
| have had, of ſending to condole with 
your Lord{h'p, a loſs that is fo great to 
yourſelf and your family: of which my 
ſenſe was not ſv much diminiſhed, in be- 
ing prepared by her long, languiſhing, 
and certainly incurable ſickneſs, as in- 
creaſed by the laſt words and actions of 
her life I confeſs, perſons in ſuch 
tempers are moſt fit to die, but they are 
alſo moſt wanted here ; and we, that for 
a While are left in the world, are moſt 
apt, and perhaps with reafon, to regret 
moſt the lois of thoſe we moſt want. It 
mav be, light and human paſſions we 
moſt ſuitably employed upon human and 
worldly things, wherein we have ſome 
ſenſible concernment : thoughts, abio- 
lutely abſtracted from ourſelves, are more 
ſuitable unto that Readineſs of mind that 
is much ſpoken of, little ſought, and 
never found, than that which is ſeen 
amongſt men, It were a ſmall compli- 
ment for me to offer your Lordſhip to 


leave the employment in which I am, if 
| I may 


1 
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J may in any thing be able to éaſe your 
Lordſhip's ſolitude, If I could propoſe 
that to myſelf, I would cheerfully leave 
a condition of much more pleaſure and 
advantage than I can with reaſon hope 
for, | 


LETTER LXII. 


- Sir Francis Bacon to Sir Geoyve Villiers, 


upon the jendin » bi: f atent for Viſcount 
Villiers to 6c ſig ned. 


Sir 
I HAVE ſent you now your patent of 
creation of Lord Bletch!y of Bletchly, 
and of Viſcount Villiers. Bletchly 1s 


your own, and I liked the found of the 


vame better than Whaddon ; but the 
name will be hid, for you will be called 
Viſcount Villiers. I have put them in a 
patent, after the manner of the patent 


for Earls, where baronies are joined; but 


the chief reaſon was, becauſe I would 
avoid double prefaces, which had not 
been fit; nevertheleſs the ceremony of 
robing and otherwiſe muſt be double. 
And now, becauſe I am in the coun- 
try, I w.]} fend you ſome of my country 


fruits, which with me are good medi- 


tations : which, when lam m the city, 
are choked with buſineſs. 

After that the King ſhall have watered 
your new dignities with the bounty of t1e 
lan is which he intends you, and that 
ſome other things concerning your means, 
which are now Iltkewite in intention, ſhall 
be ſettled upon you; I do not fee, but 
you may think your private fortunes 
eftibiiſhed ; and therefore it is now time 
that you ſhould refer your actions to the 


good of your Sovereign, and your. coun- 


try. It is the life of an ox or beaſt al- 
ways to eat, and never ex rciſe; but 
men are born (eſpecially Chriſtian men) 
not to cram in their fortunes, but to 
exerciſe their virtues; and yet the other 
hath not been the unworthy, and (thanks 
be to God) ſometimes the unlucky hu- 
mour of great perſons in our times. Nei- 
ther will your fortune be the forther off; 
for aſſure yourſelf that fortune is of a 
woman's nature, and will ſooner follow 
by fighting than by too much wooing. 
And in this dedication of yourſelf to the 
public, I recommend unto you princi- 
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pally that which, I think, was never 
done fince I was born; and which, be- 
cauſe it is not done, hath bred almoſt a 
wildernefs and ſolitude in the King's fer- 
vice; which is, that you countenance, 
and encomage, and advance, able men, 
in all-kinds, degrees, and profeſſions. For 
in the time of the Cecils, the father and 
the fon, able men were by deſign and of 
purpoſe ſuppreſſed ; and 3 of late 


choice goeth better both in church and 


commonwealth, yet money and turn- 
ſerving and cunning canvaſſes, and im- 
portunity, prevail too much. And, in 
places of moment, rather make able and 
honeſt men you's, than advance thoſe 
that are otherwiſe, becauſe they are 
yours. As for cunning and corrupt men, 
you mult (I know) ſometimes uſe them; 
but kecp them at a diſtance; and Jet it 
appear rather, that you make uſe of, 
them, than that they lead you Above 
all, depend wholly (next unto God) upon 
the King, and be ruled (as hitherto you 


have been) by his inſtructions; for that 


is belt for yourſelf. For the King's care 
and thoughts for you are according to 


the thou;,his of a great King; whereas 


your thoughts concerning yourſelf are, 
and ought to be, according .to the 
thoughts of a modeſt man. But let me 
not weary you; the ſum is, that you 
think goodnets the beſt part ot great- 
nels; and that you remember whence 
your riſog comes, and make return ac- 
cordingly. God keep you. 
Augult 12, 1616. 


EE T-T1 E KR LARE 
Str Francts Bacon, to Sir Edward Coke. 


Mr. Attorney, | 
] THOUGHT beſt once for all to let you 
know in plainneſs what J find of you, 
and what you ſhall find of me. I am 
one that know both mine own wants and 


other men's, and it may be perchance | 


that mine may mend when others ſtand 
at aftay. And ſurely I may not in pub- 
lic plice endure to be wronged, with- 
out fepelling the ſame to my belt advan- 
tage to right myfelft. You are great, 
aud therefore have the more enviers, 
which would be glad to have you paid 
at another's coſt, Since the time I niff-d 
the fol; nor's place, the rather I thivk 
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other courſe. So as I am more free than 
ever I was from any occaſion of un- 
worthy conforming myſelf to you, more 
than general good manners, or your par- 
ticular good uſage, ſhall provoke; and 
if you had not been — — in your 
own fortune (as I think) you might have 
had more uſe of me; but that tide is paſt. 
\ T write not this to ſhew any friends what 


" a brave letter I have writ to Mr. Attor- 


ney ; I have none of thoſe humours: but 
that I have written is to a good end, that 
is, to the more decent carriage of my 
maſter's ſervice, and to our particular 
better underſtanding one another. This 
letter, if it ſhall be anſwered by you in 
deed, and not in word, I ſuppoſe it will 
not be worſe for us both; elſe it is but a 
few lines loſt, which for a much ſmaller 
matter | would adventure. So this be- 
85 to yourſelf, 1 for my part reſt your, 
2 


LETTER IXI v. 


To tbe ſame, when I ord Ci Juſtice in 
| EPs diſgrace. 


My very good Lord, 
HouGH it he true, that who con- 
fidereth the wind and the rain, ſhall 
neither ſow nor reap, Eccleſ. ix. 15. yet 
there is a ſeaſon for every action. And 


ſo there is a time to ſpeak, and a time to 


keep filence ; there is a time when the 


words of a poor ſimple man may profit; 


and that poor man in the preacher which 
delivered the city by his wiſdom, found, 
that without this opportunity, the power 
both of wifdom and eloquence loſe but 
their labour, and cannot charm the deaf 
adder. God thercfore, betore his Son 
that bringeth mercy, ſent his ſervant the 
| trumpeter of repentance, to level a very 
high hill, to prepare the way before him, 
making it ſmooth and ſtraight. And as 
it is in ſpiritual things, where Chriſt never 
comes before his way-maker hath laid 
even the heart with ſorrow and repent- 
ance ; ſince ſelf-conceited and proud per- 
ſons think themſelves too good and too 


ELEGANT. 
by your means, I cannot expect that you 
and I ſhall ever ſerve as attorney and ſo- 


licitor ; but either to ſerve with another 
upon your remove, or to ſtep into ſome 
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rules of earthly wiſdom, it is not poſſible * 
for nature to attain any mediocrity of 

rfection before ſhe be humbled by 
as 4 herſelf and her own ignorance, 
Not only knowledge, but alſo every other 
gift (which we call the gift of fortune) 
have power to pull up earthly, —Afﬀflic- 
tions only level theſe molehills of pride, 
plow the heart, and make it fit for wiſdom 
to ſow her ſeed, and for grace to bring 
forth her increaſe. Happy is that man 
therefore, both in regard of heavenly and 
earthly wiſdom, that is thus wounded, to 
be cured; thus broken, to be made 
ſtraight z thus made acquainted with his 
own imperfeQions, that he may be per- 
fected. 

Suppoſing this to be the time of your 
affliction, that which I have propounded 
to myſelf is, by taking this ſeaſonable 
advantage, like- a true friend (though 
far unworthy to be counted fo) to ſhew 
you your true ſhape in a glaſs, and that 
not in a falſe one to flatter you, nor yet 
in one that ſhould make you ſeem worſe 
than you are, and fo offend you ; but in 
one, made by the reflection of your own 
words and actions, from whoſe light pro- 
ceeds the voice of the people, which is 
often not unfitly called the voice of God. 
But therein (ſince I purpoſed a truth) I 
muſt intreat liberty to be plain, a liberty 
at this time I know not whether or no I 
may uſe ſafely; I am ſure at other times 
I could not: yet of this reſolve yourſelf, 
it proceedeth from love, and a true de- 


ſire to do you good; that you, knowing 


the general opinion, may not altogether 
neglect or contemn it, but mend what 
you find amiſs in yourſelf, and retain 
what your judgment ſhall approve for 
to this end ſhall truth be delivered as 
naked as if yourſelf were to be anato- 
mized by the hand of opinion. All men 
can ſee their own profit; that part of the 
wallet hangs before. A tiue friend 
(whoſe worthy office I would perform, 
ſince I fear both yourſelf and all great 
men want ſuch, being themſelves true 
friends to few or none) is firſt to ſhew 
the other, and which is from your eyes. 

Firſt therefore, behold your errors. In 
diſcourſe you delight to ſpeak too much, 
not to hear other men; this ſome ſay 
becomes a pleader, not a judge. For 
by this ſometimes your affections are in- 


wiſe to learn of their inferior, and there- - tangled with a love of your own argu- 
ments, though they be the weaker ; and 
rejecting 


fore need not the phyſician; ſo in the 
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rejecting of thoſe which, when your af- 
ſections were ſettled, your own judgment 
would allow for ſtrongeſt. Thus while 
you ſpeak in your own element, the law, 
no man ordinarily equals you ; but when 
you wander (as you often delight to do), 
you then wander indeed, and give never 
ſach ſatisfaction as the curious time re- 


quires. This is not cauſed by any natu- 


ral defect, but firſt for want of election, 
when you, having a large and fruitful 
mind, ſhould not ſo much labour what 
to ſpeak, as to find what to leave un- 
ſpoken. Rich foils are often to be 
weeded. 

Secondly, you cloy your auditory, 
when you would be obſerved. Speech 
muſt either be ſweet or ſhort. 

Thirdly, you converſe with books, 
not men, and books ſpecially human, 
and have no excellent choice with men, 
who are the beſt books: for a man of 
action and employment you ſeldom con- 
verſe with, and then but with your un- 
derlings ; not freely, but as a ſchool- 
maſter with his ſcholars, ever to teach, 
never to learn. But if ſometimes you 
would in your familiar diſcourſe hear 
others, and make election of ſuch as 
know what they ſpeak, you ſhould know 
many of theſe tales you tell to be but or- 
dinary, and many other things which 
you delight to repeat, and ſerve in for 
novelties, to be but ſtale. As in your 
pleadings you were wont to inſult over 
miſery, and 'to inveigh bitterly at the 
perſons (which bred you many enemies 
whoſe poiſon yet ſwelleth, and the ef- 


fects now appear), ſo are you ſtill wont to 


be a little careleſs in this point, to praiſe 
or diſpraiſe upon ſlight grounds, and that 
ſometimes untruly, ſo that your reproofs 
or commendations are for the moſt part 
neglected and contemned; when the cen- 
ſure of a judge (coming flow but ſure) 
ſhould be a brand to-the guilty, and a 
crown to the virtuous. You will jeſt a 
man in public, without reſpect to the 
perſon's dignity, or your own, This 
diſgraceth your gravity more than it can 
advance the opinion of your wit; and ſo 
do all actions which we ſee you do di- 
rectly with a touch of vain · glory, having 
no reſpect to the true end. Vou make 
the law to lean too much to your opi- 
nion, whereby you ſhew yourſelf to be a 

legal tyrant, friking with that weapon 
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would have done better. 
you have ſought more evidences than 
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where you pleaſe, ſince are able. to 
turn the edge any way. For thus the wiſe 
maſter of the law-gives warning to you 
ſtudents, that they ſhould be wary, le 
while they hope to be inſtructed by 2 
integrity and knowledge, they ſnould be 
deceived with your ſkill, armed with au- 
thority. Your too much love of the 
world is too much ſeen, when having 
the living of 10,000]. you relieve few or 
none. The hand that hath taken fo 


much can it give ſo little? Herein you 


ſhew no bowels of compaſſion, as if you 


thought all too little for yourſelf ; or that 
God had given you all that you have (if 
you think wealth to be his gift, I mean 
that you get well, for I know ſure the 


. reſt is not) only to that end you ſhould 


ſtill gather more, and never be fatisfied, 
but try how much you could gather, to 
account for all at the great and general 
audit-day, We deſire you to amend 
this, and let your poor tenants in Nor- 
folk find ſome comfort, where nothing 
of your eſtate is ſpent towards their re- 
lief, but all brought up hitner, to the 
impoveriſhng of your country. 

In your laſt, which' might have been 
your beſt piece of ſervice io the ſtate, af- 
fectioned to follow that old rule which 
giveth juſtice leaden heels and iron hands, 
you uſed too many delays till the delin- 
quent's hands were looſed, and yours 
bound. In that work you ſeemed another 
Fabius ; kere the humour of Marcellus 
What needed 


enough? while you pretended the finding 
out of More (miſſing your aim) you diſ- 
credited what you had found. This beſt 
judgments think, though you never uſed 
ſuch ſpeeches as are fathered upon you, 
yet you might well have done it, and 
but rightly : for this crime was ſecond to 
none hut the powder-plot ; that would 
have blown up all at one blow ; a mer- 
ciful cruelty ; this would have done the 
ſame by degrees; a lingering, but a 
ſure way : one might by one be called 
out, till all oppoſers had been removed. 
Beſides, that other plot was ſcandalous 
to Rome, making Popery odious in the 
fight of the whole world : this has been 
ſcandalous to the truth of the whole goſ- 
pel ; and fince the firſt nullity to this in- 
ſtant, when juſtice hath her hands bound, 
the devil could not have invented a more 
miſchievous 
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miſchievous practice to our ſtate and 
church, than this hath been, is, and 1s 
like to be. God avert the evil. 

But herein you committed another 


fault, that you were too open in your 


proccedings, and fo taught them whereby 
to defend themſelves ; fo you gave them 
time to undermine juſtice, and to work 
upon all advantages both of affections 
and honour, and opportunity, and breach 
of friendſhip, which they have ſo well 
followed, ſparing neither pains nor coſt, 
that it almoſt ſeemeth an offence in you 
to have done ſo much indeed, than that 
you have done no more. You ftopt. the 
confeſſions and accuſations of ſome, who 
pg had they been ſuffered, would 

are ſpoken enough to have removed 
ſome ſtunibling blocks out of your way; 


and that you did not this in the favour 


of any one, but of I know not what 


preſent unadviſed humours, ſuppoſing 


enough behind to diſcover all, which fall 
not out fo, Howſoever, as the apoſtle 
faith in another caſe, you went not rightly 
to the truth, and therefore, though you 
were to be commended for what you did, 
yet yon were to be reprehended for many 
circumſtances in the doing ; and douht- 
leſs God hath an eye in this croſs to your 
negligence, and the briers are left to be 
pricks in your ſides, and thorns in your 


eyes. 


But that which we commend you for, 
are thoſe excellent parts of nature, and 
knowledge in the law, which you are 
indued withal ; but theſe are only good 
in their good uſe. Wherefore we thank 
you heartily for ſtanding ftoutlF in the 
commonwealth's behalf, hoping it. pro- 
ceedeth not from a diſpoſition to ojpoſe 
greatneſs (as vour enemies ſay), but todo 
juſtice, and deliver truth indifferently, 


without reſpe&t of perſons; and in this 


we pray for vour proſperity, and are 
forry that your. good actions ſhould not 
al ways ſucceed happily. But in the car- 
riage of this you were faulty ; for you 
took it in hand in an evil time, both in 
reſpe& of the preſent buſineſs which it 
interrupted, and in regard of his preſent 
fickneſs whom it concerned: whereby 
you diſunited your ttiength and made a 
gap for the enemies to pats out at, and 
to return and atfault you. 

But now, ſince the caſe ſo ſtandeth, 
we deſire you to give way to power, and 
io to fight, that you be not utterly 


broken, but reſerved entirely to ſerve the 
commonwealth again, and do what good 
you can, ſince you cannot do all the good 
you would. And ſince you are fallen 
upon this rock, caſt out the goods to ſave 
the bottom; flop the leaks, and make 
towards land: learn of the ſteward to 
make friends of the unrighteous Mim- 


mon. Thoſe Spaniards in NIexico who 
were chaſed of the Indians, tell us what - 


to do with our goods in our extremines ; 
they being to paſs over a river in their 


flight as many as caſt away their gold 


ſwam over ſafe; but ſome more co+ 
vetous, keeping their gold, were either 
drowned with it, or overtaken and ſlain 
by the ſavages. You have received, 
now learn to give. The beaver learns 


us this leſſon, who being hunted for his 


ſtones, bites them off: you cannot but 


have much of your eſtate (pardon my 


plainneſs) ill got. Think how much of 
that you never ſpake for: how much, 
by ſpeaking unjultly, or in unjuſt cauſes. 
Account it then a hleiſing of God, if thus 
it may be laid out for your good, and 
not left for your heir to haſten the watting 
of much of the reſt, perhaps of all: for 


ſo we ſee God oftentimes proceeds in 


judgment with many haſty gatherers, 
You have enough to ſpare, being well 
laid, to turn the tide, and fetch all things 
again. But if you eſcape (I ſuppoſe it 
worthy of an if), fince you know the 
old uſe, that none called in queſtion 
muſt go away uncenſured, yet conſi- 
der, that accuſations make wounds and 
leave ſcars; and though you ſee your 
tail behind your back, yourſelf free, and 
the covert before, yet remember there 
are ſtands. Truſt not to reconciled ene- 
mies, but think the peace is but to ſe- 
cure you for further advantage Expect 
a ſecond and a third encounter; the 
main battle, the wings are yet unbroken ; 
they may charge you at an inſtant, of 


Death before them. Walk therefore cir- 


cumſpectly; and if at length, by means 
of our good endeavours and yours, you 
recover the favour that you have Joſt, 
give God the glory in action, not in 
wards only ; and remember us with ſenſe 
of your paſt misfortune, whoſe eſtate 
hath, doth, and may hereafter lie in the 
power of your breath. There is a great 
mercy in diſpatch. Delays are tortures 
wherewith we are by degrees rent out of 
our eſtates. Do not you (if you * re- 


ored) 
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ſtored) as ſome others do, fly from the 
ſervice of virtue to ſerve the time, as if 
they repented their goodneſs, or meant 
not to make a ſecond hazard in God's 
houſe. But rather let this croſs make 
you zealous in God's cauſe, ſenſible in 
ours, and more ſenſible in all, which ex- 
preſs thus. You have been a great ene- 
my to Papiſts ; if you love God, be fo 
ſtill, but more indeed than heretofore : 
for much of your zeal was heretofore 
waſted in words. Call to remembrance 
that they were the perſons that prophe- 
ſied of that croſs of ) 

happened; they ſaw the ſtorm coming, 
being the principal contrivers and fur- 
therers of & plot; the men that blew the 
coals, heated the iron, and made all things 
ready; they owe you a good turn, and 
will, if they can, pay it you. You ſee 
their hearts by their deeds ; prove then 
your faith ſo too. The beſt good work 
you can do, is to do the beſt you can 


againſt them, that is, to ſee the law ſe- 


verely, juſtly and diligently executed. 
And now we beſeech you, my Lord, be 
ſenſihle both of the ſtroke, and hand that 
ſtriketh, Learn of David to leave Shi- 
mei, and call upon God ; he hath ſome 
great work to do, and he prepareth you 
for it; he would neither have you faint, 
not yet bear this croſs with a ſtoical reſo- 
lution, There is a Chriſtian mediocrity 
worthy of your greatneſs. I mult be 
plain, perhaps raſh. Had ſome notes 
which you have taken at ſermons been 
written in your heart to practiſe, this 
work had been done long ago without 
the envy of your enemies : but when we 
will not mind ourſelves, God (if we be- 
long to him) takes us in hand; and be- 
cauſe he ſeeth that we have unbridled 
ſtomachs, therefore he ſends outward 
croſſes, which, while they cauſe us to 
mourn, do comfort us; being aſſured 
teſtimonies of his love that ſends them. 
To humble ourſelves therefore before 
God, is the part of a Chriſtian ; but for 
the world and our enemies, the counſel 
of the poet is apt; Tune cede mais, fed 
contra audentiar 170. 

The laſt part of this counſel. you for- 
get, yet none need be aſhamed to make 
"ule of it;; that ſo being armed againſt 
caſualties, you may ſtand firm againſt 
the aſſaults on the right-hand and on the 
left. For this is certain; the mind that 
' moſt prone to be puft up with proſ- 


yours long before it 


perity, is moſt weak, and apt to be de- 
jected with the leaſt puff of adverſity. 
Indeed ſhe is ſtrong enough to make an 
able man ſtagger, ſtriking terrible blows z 
but true Chriſtian wiſdom gives us ar- 
mour of proof againſt all aſſaults, and 
teacheth us in all eftates to be content. 
For though ſhe cauſe our trueſt friends to 
declare themſelves our enemies, though 
ſhe give heart then to the moſt cowardly 
to ſtrike us, though an hour's conti- 
nuance countervail an age of proſperity, 
though ſhe caſt in our diſh all that ever 
we have done; yet hath ſhe no power to. 
hurt the . and wiſe, but only to 

break ſuch as too much proſperity hath 
made ſtiff in their own thoughts, but 
weak indeed, and fitted for renewing, 
when the wiſe rather gather from thence 
profit and wiſdom by the example of Da- 
vid, who ſaid, Before I was chaſtiſed I 
went wrong. Now then, he that know- 
eth the right way, will look better to his 
footing, Cardan ſaith, That weep- 
„ ing, faſting, and ſighing, are the chief 
« purgers of griefs.” Indeed natu- 
rally they help to aſſuage ſorrow ;z but 
God in this caſe is the only and beſt 
phyſician. The means he hath ordained ' 
are, the advice of friends, the amendment 
of ourſelves ; for amendment is both phy- 
ſician and cure. For friends, although 
your Lordſhip be ſcant, yet I hope you 
are not altogether deſtitute ; if you be, 
do but look on good books, they are 
true friends that will neither flatter nor 
diſſemble; be you but true to yourſelf, 
applying what they teach unto the party 
grieved, and you ſhall need no other 
comfort nor counſel. To them, and to 
God's holy Spirit directing you in the 
reading of them, I commend your Lord- 
ſhip, beſeeching him to ſend you a good 
iſſue out of theſe troubles, and from 
henceforth to work a reformation in all 


that is amiſs, and a reſolute perſeverance, 


proceeding, and growth in all that is 

ood, and that for his glory, the better- 
ing of yourſelf, this church and common- 
wealth, whoſe faithful ſervant whilſt you 
remain, I remain a faithful ſervant to 
you, 
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LETTER LXV. 


Dr. Sharp to the Duke of Bucking ham : 
uit Queen Elizabeth's ſpeech to her 
army at Tilbury Fort, 


1 REMEMBER, in eighty-eight, waiting 

upon the Earl of Leicefter at Tilbury 
Camp, and in eighty-nine going into 
Portugal with-my noble maſter the Earl 


of Eſſex, I learned ſomewhat fit to be 


mparted to your Grace. 
he Queen lying in the camp one 
night, guarded with her army, the old 
Lord Treafarer Burleigh came thither, 
and delivered to the Earl the examina- 
tion of Don Pedro, who was taken and 
brought in by Sir Francis Drake, which 
examination the Eart of Leiceſter de- 
| livered unto me to publiſh to the army 
in my next ſermon. The ſum of it was 
this: | 

Don Pedro being aſted what was the 
intent of their coming? ſtoutly anſwered 
the Lords, What, but to ſubdue your 
nation, and root it out ? | 

Good, ſaid the Lords: and what meant 
you then to do with the Catholics? He 
anſwered, We meant to ſend them (good 
men) directly unto Heaven, as all you 
that are heretics to hell. Yea, but ſaid 
the Lords, what meant you to do with 
your whips of cord and wire? (whereof 
they had great ſtore in their ſhips.) 
What ? ſaid he, we meant to whip you 
heretics to death, that have aſſiſted my 
maſter's rebels, and done ſuch diſhonours 
to our Catholic King and people. Yea, 
but what would you have done, faid they, 
with their young children? They, faid 
he, which were above ſeven years old, 
ſhould have gone the way their fathers 
went; the reſt ſhould have lived, branded 
in the forehead. with the letter L for Lu- 
heran, to perpetual bondage. 

This, I take God to witnefs, I re- 
ceived of thoſe great Lords upon exami- 
nation taken by the council, and by 
commandment delivered it to the army, 

The Queen, the next morning, rode 
through ail the ſquadrons of her army, 
as armed Pallas, attended by noble foot- 
men, Leiceſter, Eſſex, and Norris then 
Lord Marſhal, and divers other great 
Lords, Where ſhe -made an excellent 
oration to her army, which the next day 
after her departure, I was commanded 
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to redeliver to all the army together, to 
keep a public faſt, Her words were 
thele : 

« My loving people, we have been 
* perſuaded by ſome that are carefuj 
4 of our ſafety, to take heed how we 
« commit — 2 to armed multitudes 
« for fear of treachery : but I aſſure 
* you, I do not defire to live to diſtruſt 
« my faithfu} and loving people. Let 
«tyrants fear; I have always fo behaved 
« myſelf, that under God I have placed 
* my chiefeſt ſtrength and ſafeguard in 
* the loyal hearts and good-will of my 
„ ſubjrcts. And therefore I am come 
“ amongſt you as you ſee, at this time, 
1% not for my recreation and diſport, but 
„% being reſolved in the midit and heat 


« of the battle to live, or die amongſt 


« you all, to lay down for my God, and 
„ for my kingdom, and for my people, 
my honour and my blood, even in the 
% duſt. I know I have the body but 
„% of a weak and feeble woman, but I 
« have the heart and ſtomach of a King, 
« and of a king of England too; and 
e think foul ſcorn, that Parma, or 
„Spain, or any Prince of Europe, 
© ſhould dare to invade the borders of 
«© my realm ; to which, rather than any 
* diſhonour ſhall grow by me, 1 my- 
46 ſelf will take up arms, I myſelf will 
„ be your general, judge, and re- 
« warder of every one of your virtues in 
© the field. I know already for your 
« forwardneſs, you have deſerved fe- 
& wards and crowns ; and we do aſſute 
c you in the word of a Prince, they 
* ſhall be duly paid you, In the mean 
6 time my Lieutenant General hall be 
« in my ſtead, than whom never Prince 
„ commanded a more noble or worthy 
e ſubject 3 not doubting but by your 
« obedience to my general, by your 
concord in the camp, and your valcur 
« in the field, we al ſhortly have 3 
famous victory over thoſe enemies of 
« my God, of my kingdoms, and of my 
« people. 

This I thought would delight your 
Grace, and no man hath it but myſell, 
and ſuch as I have given it to; ad 
therefore I made bold to ſend it unte 


you, if you have it not already, 
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LETTER LXVI. 


Lord Bacon to James I. 


It may pleaſe your moſt excellent 
majeſty, 


1 DO many times, with gladneſs, and 
for a remedy of my other labours, re- 
volve in my mind the great happineſs 
which God (of his ſingular goodneſs) 
hath accumulated upon your majeſty 
every way; and how complete the fame 
would be, if the ſtate of your means were 
once rectified and well ordered; your 
people military and obedient, fit for war, 
uſed to peace; your church enlightened 
with good preachers, as an heaven with 
ſtars : your zudges learned, and learning 
from you, juſt, and juſt by your exam- 
ple; your nobility in a right diſtance be- 
tween crown and people, no oppreſſors 
of the people, no overſhadowers of the 
crown; your council full of tributes of 
care, faith, and freedom; your gentle- 
men and juſtices of peace willing to ap- 
ply your royal mandates to the nature of 
their ſeveral counties, but ready to obey ; 
poue ſervants in awe of your wiſdom, in 

ope of your goodneſs ; the fields grow- 
ing every day, by the improvement and 
recovery of grounds, from the deſart to 
the garden ; the city grown from wood 
to brick; your ſea walls, or pomerium of 
your iſland ſurveyed, and in edifying ; 
your merchants embracing the whole 
compals of the world, eaſt, weit, north, 
and ſouth; the times giving you peace, 
and yet offering you opportunities of 
action abroad; and, laſtly, your excellent 
royal iſſue entailing theſe bleſſings and 
tavours of God to deſcend to all poſte- 
rity. It refteth, therefore, that God 
having done ſo great things for your ma- 
j:ty, and you for others, you would do 
% much for yourſelf as to go through 
(xxcording to your good beginnings) 
with the reifying and ſettling of Your 
eſtate and means, which only is wanting. 
Hoc rebus dcfuit unum, I therefore, whom 
only love and duty to your majeſtyy and 
your royal line, hath made a finandier 
do intend to preſent unto your majeſty a 
perfect book of your eſtate, like a per- 
ſpective glaſs, to draw your eſtate near 
to your ſight; beſeeching your majeſty 
to conceive, that if I have not attained 
to do that that 1 would do in this which 
not proper for me nor in my element, 
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I ſhall make your —_—_ amends in 
ſome other thing in whic 
bred, God ever preſerve, &c. 


LETTER LXVVII. 
Sir Walter Ralagh to Fames I. 


T is one part of the office of a juſt and 
worthy prince to hear the complaints 
of his vaſlals ; eſpecially ſuch as are in 
great miſery. I know not, amongſt 


many other preſumptions gathered againſt 


me, how your majeſty hath been per- 
ſuaded that I was one of them who were 
greatly diſcontented, and therefore the 
more likely to prove diſſoyal. But the 
great God fo relieve me in both worlds 
as I was the contrary; and I took as 
great comfort te behold your majeſty, 
and always learning ſame good, and bet- 
tering my knowledge by hearing your 
majeſty's diſcourſe. I do moſt humbly 
de ſeech your ſovereign majeſty not to 
believe any of thoſe in my particular, 
who, under pretence of offences to kings, 
do eaſily work their particular revenge, 
I truſt no man, under the colour of 
making examples, ſhould perſuade your 


| majeſty to leave the word merciful out of 


your ſtyle ; for it will be no leſs profit to 
your majeſty, and become your greatneſs, 
than the word invincible, It is true, 
that the laws of England are no leſs 
jealous of the kings than Cæſar was of 
Pompey's wife; for notwithſtanding ſhe 
was cleared for having company with 
Claudius, yet for being ſuſpected he 
condemned her. For myſelf, I proteſt 
before almighty God, and I ſpeak it to 
my maſter and ſovereign, that I never 
invented treaſon againſt him; and yet I 
know I ſhall fall ia manibus eorum, a qui- 
bus non poſſum evadere, unleſs by your 
majeſty's gracious compaſſiom I be ſuſ- 
tained. Our law theret ore, moſt merci- 
ful prince, knowing her own cruelty, and 
knowing that ſhe is wont to compound 
treaſon out. of preſumptions and circum- 
ſtances, doth give this charitable advice 
the king her ſupreme, Non ſolum ſa- 
tens cfſe ſed s mujericors, &c, Cum tulius 
reddere rationem miſericerdia quam ju- 
dicii. I do, therefore, on the knees of 
my heart beſeech your majeſty, from 
your own ſweet and e diſpo- 
fition, to remember that I have ſerved 
your majeſty twenty years, for which 
KE 2 ; your 
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your majeſty hath yet given me no re- 
ward; and it is fitter I ſhould be in- 
debted unto my ſovercign lord, than the 


| king to his poor vaſſal. Save me there- 


fore, moſt merciful prince, that I may 
owe your majelty my life itſelf, than 


which there cannot be a greater debt. 


Limit me at leaſt, my ſovereign lord, 
thac I may pay it for your ſervice when 
your majeſty ſhall pleaſe. If the law 
_ deſtroy me, your majeſty ſhall put me 
out of your power, and I ſhall have none 


to fear but the King of kings, 


LETTER LXVII. 
Sir Walter Ralcigh to Sir Robert Car. 


Sir, | 


a AFTER many loſſes and many years 


ſorrows, of both which I have cauſe 
to fear I was miſtaken in their ends, it is 
come to my knowledge, that yourſelf 
2 I know not but by an honourable 
avour) hath been perſuaded to give me 
and mine my lalt fatal blow, by obtain- 
ing from his majeſty the inheritance of 
my children and nephews, loſt in law for 
want of a word. This done, there re- 
maineth nothing with me but the name 
of life. His majeſty, whom I never of- 
fended (for I hold it unnatural and un- 
manlike to hate goodneſs), ſtaid me at 
the grave's brink ; not that I thought 
his majeſty thought me worthy of many 
deaths, and to behold mine caſt out of 
the world with myſelf, but as a king that 
knoweth the poor in truth, hath received 
a promiſe fiom God that his throne (hall 
be eſtabliſhed. 

And for you, Sir, ſeeing your fair day 
is but in the dawn, mine drawn to the 
ſetting ; ygur own virtues and the king's 
grace aſſuring you of many fortunes and 


much honour ; I beleech you begin nat 
our firſt building upon the ruins of the 


innocent, and let not mine and their ſor- 
rows attend your firit plantation. I have 
ever been bound to your nation, as wel] 


tor many other graces, as for the true 


report of my trial to the king's majeſty ; 
againſt whom had I been malignant, the 
hearing of my cauſe would not have 
changed enemies into friends, malice into 
compaſſion, and the minds of the greateſt 
number then preſent into the commilera- 
tion of mine eſtate. It is not the nature 
of foul treaſon to beget ſuch fair pal- 
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ſions; neither could it agree with the 
duty and love of faithful ſubjects (eſpe. 
cially ot your nation) to bewail his over. 
throw that had conſpired againſt their 
moſt natural and liberal lord. I there. 
fore truſt that you will not be the firſt 
that ſhall kill us outright, cut down the 
tree with the fruit, and undergo the curſe 
of them that enter the fields of thg fa- 
therleſs ; which if it pleaſe you to know 
the truth, is far leſs in value than in 
fame. But that ſo worthy a gentleman 
as yourſelf will cather bind us to you 
(being fix gentlemen not baſe in birth 
and 1 which have intereſt therein: 
and myſelf, with my uttermoſt thankful. 
neſs, will remain ready to obey your 
commandments. | 


rin 


Sir Walter Raleigh to Prince Henry, Sn 
of James I. 


May it pleaſe your highneſs, 
THE following lines are addreſſed ts 
our highneſs from a man who va- 
lues his liberty, and a very ſmall fortune 
in a remote part of this iſland, under the 
preſent conſtitution, above all the riches 
and honours that he could any where en- 
joy under any other eſtabliſhment. 
* You ſee, Sir, the doctrines that are 
lately come into the world, and how far 
the phraſe has obtained of calling your 
royal father, God's vicegerent; which il! 
men have turned both to the diſhonour of 
God, and the impeachment of his ma- 
jetty's goodneſs.” They adjoin vicege- 
rency to the idea of being all-powerful, 
and not to that of being all-good. His 
majeſty's wiſdom, it is to be Logo, will 
ſave him from the ſnare that may lie 
under groſs adulations; but your youth, 
and the thirſt cf praiſe which I have 
obſerved in you, may poſſibly mifleac ' 
you to hearken to theſe charmers, who 
would conduct your noble nature into ty- 
ranny. Be careful, O my prince! Hear 
them not, fly from their deceits ; you ate 
in the fueceſſion to a throne, from whence 
no evil can be imputed to you, but al: 
good mult be conveyed from you. You! 
father is called the vicegerent of heaven; 
while he is good he is the vicegerent 0 
heaven. Shall man have authority from 
the fountain of good to do evil? No, my 


prince; let mean and degenerate ſpirits, 
| which 
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which want benevolence, ſuppoſe your 

wer impaired by a diſability of doing 
injuries. If want of power to do ill be 
an incapacity in a prince, with reverence 
be it ſpoken, it is an incapacity he has in 
common with the Deity. Let me not 
doubt but all pleas, which do not carry in 
them the mutual happinefs of prince and 
people, will appear as abſurd to your great 
underſtanding, as diſagreeable to your 
noble nature. Exert yourſelf, O ge- 
nerous prince, againſt ſuch ſycophants, 
in the —— cauſe of liberty; and aſ- 
ſume ſuch an ambition worthy of Nr to 
ſecure your fellow-creatures from ſlavery; 
from a condition as much below that of 
brutes, as to act without reaſon is leſs 
milerable than to a& againſt it. Pre- 
ſerve to your future ſubjects the divine 
right of being free agents; and to your 
own royal houſe the divine right of being 
their benefactors. Believe me, my 


prince, there is no other right can flow 


from God. While your highneſs is form- 
ing yourſelf for a throne, conſider the 
laus as ſo many common- places in your 
ſtudy of the ſcience of government; when 
you mean nothing but juſtice they are an 
eaſe and help to you. This way of 
thinking is what gave men the glorious 
appellations of deliverers and fathers of 
their country; this made the ſight of 
them rouſe their beholders into acclama- 
tions, and mankind incapable of bearing 
their very appearance, without applaud- 
ing it as a benefit. Conſider the inex- 
preſſible advantages which will ever at- 
tend your highneſs, while you make the 
power of rendering men happy the mea- 
ſure of your actions; while this is your 
. impulſe, how eafily will that power be 
extended ? ' he glance of your eye will 


give gladneſs, and your very ſentence ' 


have a force of bounty. Whatever ſome 
men would inſinuate, you have loſt your 
ſubjects when you have loſt their ineli- 
nations. You are to preſide over the 
minds, not the bodies of men ; the foul 
is the eſſence. of the man, and you can- 
not have the true man againſt his incli- 
nations. Chule therefore to be the king 
or the conqueror of your people; it may 
be ſubmiſſion but it cannot be obedience 
that is paſſive I am, Sir, your highneſs's 
molt faithful ſervant, | 


London, Aug. 12, 1611. 
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LET TI LEE 
Lord Bacon to James I. after his Diſgrace. 


To the King. 


It may pleaſe your moſt excellent 
majeſty, „ 

I the midſt of my miſery, which is 

rather aſſuaged by remembrance than 
by hope, my . worldly comfort is 
to think, that, ſince the time I had the 
firſt vote of the commons houſe of par- 
liament, for commiſſioner of the union, 
until the time that I was, by this laſt par- 
liament, choſen by both houſes for their 
meſſenger to your majeſty in the petition 
of religion (which two were my firſt and 
laſt ſervices), I was evermore fo happy 
as to have my poor ſervices gractouſl 
accepted by your majeſty, and likewiſe 
not to have bad any of them miſcarry in 
my hands : neither of which points I can 
anywiſe take to myſelf, but aſcribe the 
former to your majeſty's goodneſs, and 
the latter to your prudent directions, 
which I was ever careful to have and 
keep. For, as I often ſaid to your 
majeſty, I was towards you but as 2 
bucket and ciſtern, to draw forth and 
conſerve, whereas yourſelf was the foun- 
tain, Unto this comfort of nineteen 
years proſperity, there ſucceeded a com- 
fort even in my greateſt adverſity, ſome- 


what of the ſame nature, which 1s, that, 


in thoſe offences where with I was charged, 


there was not any one that had ſpecial 


relation to your majelty, or any your 
particular commandments. For as to- 
wards Almighty God there are offences 
againſt the firtt and ſecond table, and yer 
all againſt God; fo with the ſervants of 
kings, there are offences more immediate 
againſt the ſovereign, although all of- 
fences againſt law are alſo againſt the 
king. Unto which comfort there is 
added this circumſtance, that as my faults 
were not againſt your majeſty, otherwiſe 
than as all faults are: ſo my fall was 
not your majeſty's act, otherwiſe than as 
all acts of juſtice are yours. This 1 


write not to inſinuate with your majeſty, 
but as a moſt humble appeal to your 
majeſty's gracious remembrance, how 
honeſt and direct you have ever found 
me in your ſervice, whereby I have an 
aſſured belief, that there is in your ma- 
jeity's on princely thoughts, 2 grout 
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deal of ſerenity and elearneſs towards me, 
your majeſty's npw proſtrate and caſt 
down ſervant, £6 


Neither, my moſt gracious 2 | 
er 


do I, by this mention of my former 
vices, lay claim to your princely graces 
and bounty, though the privilege of ca- 
lamity doth bear that form of petition. I 
know well, had they been much more, 
they had been but my bounden duty; 
nay, I muſt alſo confeſs, that they were 
from time to time, tar above my merit, 
over and fuper-rewarded by your ma- 
jelty's benefits, which you. heaped upon 
me. Your majeſty was and is that malter 
to me, that raiſed and advanced me nine 
times, thrice in dignity, and fix times in 
offices. The places were indted the 
painfulleſt of all your ſervices ; but then 
they had both honour and profits ; and 
the then profits might have maintained 


my now honours, if I had been wiſe; 


neither was your majeſty's immediate 
liberality wanting towards me in ſome 
gifts, if I may hold them. All this] do 
moſt thankfully acknowledge, and do 
herewith conclude, that for any thing 
arifſing from myſelf to move your eye of 
pity towards me, there is much more in 
my preſent miſery than in my paſt ſer- 
vices ; ſave that the ſame, your majeſty's 
goodneſs, that may give relief to the one, 
may give value to the other. 
And indeed, if it may pleaſe your ma- 
jeſty, this theme of my miſery is fo 
plentiful, as it need not be coupled with 
any thing elſe. I have been ſomebody 
by your majeſty's ſingular and unde- 
ferved favour, even the prime officer of 
your kingdom. Your majeſty's arm 
hath often been laid over mine in coun- 
eil, when you preſided at the table; ſo 
near was II I have borne your majeſty's 
image in metal, much more in my heart. 
I] was never, in nineteen years ſervice, 


chidden by your majeſty ; but, contrari- 


wiſe, often overjoyed when your majeſty 
would ſometimes ſay, I was a good huſ- 
band for you, though none for myſelt; 
ſometimes, that I had a way to deal] in 
buſineſs /uatibur modis, which was the 
way which was moſt according to your 
own heart;—and other molt gracious 
ſpeeches of affection and truit, which [ 
fed on to this day. But why (ſhould I 
ſpeak of theſe things, which are now 
- vaniſhed ? But only the better to expreſs 
my downfal, | 
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For now it is thus with me: I am a 

ear and a half * old in miſery ; though 
1 muſt ever acknowledge, not without 
ſome mixture of your majeſty's grace 
and mercy, For I do not think it poſſi- 
ble that any one, whom you once loved, 
ſhould be totally miſerable. Mine own _ 


means, through my own improvidence, 


are poor and weak, little better than my 
father left me. The poor things that [ 
have had from your majeſty are either in 


queſtion or at courteſy. My dignities 


remain marks of your paſt favour, but 
burdens of my preſent fortune. The 
poor remnants which I had of my former 
fortunes in plate or jewels, I have ſpread 
upon poor men unto whom I owed, ſcarce 
leaving myſelf a convenient ſubfiſtence ; 
ſo as to conclude, I muſt pour out my 
miſery before your majeſty fo far as to 
lay, Sz tu deſeris, perimus. 

Bot as I can offer to your majeſty's 
compaſſion little ariſing from myſelf to 
move you, except it be my extreme 
miſery, which I have truly opened; ſo 
looking up to your majeſty's own ſelf, I 
ſhould think I committed Cain's fault if 


I ſhould deipair. Your majeſty is a king 


whoſe heart is as unſcrutable for ſecret - 
motions of goodneſs, as for depth of 
wiſdom. You arg, creator-like, factive, 
not deſtructive; you are the prince in 
whom hath ever been noted an aver- 
hon againſt any that favoured of an 
hard heart; as on the other ſide, your 
princely eye was wont to meet with any 
motion that was made on the relieving 
part. Therefore, as one that hath had 
the happineſs to know your majeſty near- 
hand, I have, moſt gracious ſovereign, 
faith enough for a miracle, and much 
more for a grace, that your majeſty will 
not ſuffer your poor creature to be ut- 
terly detaced, nor blot that name quite 
out of your book, upon which your ſa- 
cred hand hath heen fo oft for the giving 
him new ornaments and additions. x 
Unto this degree of compaſſion, I hope 
God (of whoſe mercy towards me, buth 
in my proſperity and adverſity, I have 
had great teſtimonies and pledges, though 
mine own manifold and wretched un- 
thankfulneſs might have averted them) 
will diſpoſe- your princely heart, already 


Prepared to all piety you ſhall do for 


* "Therefore this waswrote near the.mid- 
dle of the year 1622. 


me. 
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me +. And as all commiſerable perſons 
(eſpecially ſuch as find their hearts void 
of all malice) are apt to think that all 

men pity them, ſo I aſſure myſelf that the 
lords of your council, who, out of their 
wiſdom and nobleneſs, cannot but be ſen- 
ſible of human events, will, in this way 
which I go for the relief of my eſtate, 
further and advance your majeſty's 
goodneſs towards me; for there is, as I 
conceive, a kind of fraternity between 
great men that are, and thole that have 
been, being but the ſeveral tenſes of one 
verb. Nay, I do further preſume, that 
both houſes of parliament will love their 
juſtice the better, if it end not in my 
ruin; for I have been often told by 
many of my lords, as it were in the way 
of exculing the ſeverity of the ſentence, 
that they knew they left me in good 
hands. And your majeſty knoweth well 
J have been all my life long accept- 
able to thoſe aſſemblies; not by flattery, 
but by moderation, and by honeft ex- 
preſſing of a deſire to have all tings go 
fairly and well. 

But if it may pleaſe your majeſty (for 
faints I ſhall give them 1everence, but no 
adoration ; my addreſs is to your majeſty, 
the fountain of goodneſs) your majeſty 
ſhall, by the grace of God, not feel that 
in gift which I ſhall extremely feel in 
help; for my deſires are moderate, and 
my courſes meaſured to a life orderly 
and reſerved, hoping ſtill to do your ma- 
jeſty honour in my way; only I molt 
humbly  beſeech your majeſty to give me 
leave to conclude with theſe words, 
» hich neceſſity ſpeaketh : Help me, dear 
ſovereign, lord and maſter, and pity fo 
far, as that I, that have borne a hag, be 
not now in my age, forced in effect to 
bear a Wallet; nor that I, that deſire to 
live to ſtudy, may not be driven to ſtudy 
to live. I moſt humbly crave pardon of 
a long letter, after a long filence. God 
of heaven ever bleſs, e and proſ- 
per your majeſty. 
ancient ſervant and beadſman. 


LETTER 18 


Lord Baltimore to Lord Wentworth, after- 
wards Earl of Strafford. 


My Lord, 
WEEE not my occaſions ſuch as ne- 
ceſſarily keep me here at this time, 


f Vouchſafe to expreſs towards me 


our majeſty's poor 


MO D ER KN „ 


I would not ſend letters, but fly to you 


myſelf with all the ſpeed I could, to ex- 


preſs my own grief, and to take part of 
yours, which I know 1s exceeding great, 
for the Joſs of fo noble a lady, fo vir- 
tuous and fo loving a wife. There are 
few, perhaps, can judge of it better than 
I, who have been a long time myſelf a 
man of forrows, But all things, m 

lord, in this world paſs away, fatutum 90 
wife, children, honour, wealth, friends, 
and what elſe is dear to fleſh and blood ; 
they are but lent us till God pleaſe to 


call for them back again, that we may 


not eſteem any thing our own, or ſet our 
hearts upon any thing but him alone, 
who only remains for ever. I beſeech 
his almighty goodneſs to grant, that 
your lord{hip may, for his ſake, bear this 
great croſs with meekneſs and patience, 
whoſe only ſon, our dear Lord and Sa- 
viour, bore a greater for you; and to 
conſider that theſe hamijiations, though 


they be very bitrer, yet are they fovereign ; 


medicines miniftered unto us by our hea» 
venly phyfician to cure the ſiekneſſes of 
our ſouls, if the fault be not ours. Good 
my lord, bear with this exceſs of zeal 
in a friend, whoſe great affection to you 
tranſports him to dwell longer upon this 
melancholy theme than is needful to 
your lordſhip, whoſe own wiſtlom, aſſiſted 


with God's grace, I hope, ſuggeſts unto - 
you theſe and better x-ſolutions than I 


can offer unto your remembrance. All 


1 have to ſay more is but this, that 1 
humbly and heaitily pray you fo to diſ- 
-poſe of yourſelf and your affairs (the 


rites being done to that noble creature) 
as to be able to remove, as ſoon as con- 
veniently you, may, from thoſe parts, 
where ſo many things re g eſent them- 
ſelves unto you, as to make your wound 
bleed afreſſi; and let us have you here, 


where the gracious welcome of your 


maſter, the converſation of your friends, 
and vuiety of buſineſſes may divert your 
thoughts the ſooner from fad objects; the 
continuance whereof will but endanger 
your health, on which depends the wel- 
fare of your children, the comfort of your 
friends, and many other good things, for 


Which 1 hope God will reſerve you, to 


whole divine favour I humbly recommend 
you, and remain ever your Lordſhip's 
molt affectionate and faithful ſervant, 


From my lodging in Lincoln's- 
Inn-Fields, Oct, z1, 1631. 
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LI n ern. 
Lord Wentworth, Lord Deputy of Ireland, 


to the Farl of Puriland, Lord Treaſurer 
to Charles I. 


May it pleaſe your lordfhip, 

'INCE I had the honour to ſerve his 

majeſty, calumny and miſreport have 
been my portions, which, for the moſt 
part, were paſſed over in ſilence and diſ- 
ain : but when they dare attempt your 
lordſhip to my prejudice, then I confeſs 
they touch very nearly, conſidering that 
if I commit any wiltul crime here, where 
I have received, and to whom I proteſs 
fo much, I muſt even acknowledge my- 
felf incapable any longer of truſt or 
friendſhip amongſt men. 

Pardon me therefore, I beſeech your 
lordſhip, if I be as far from digeſting 
this wrong, as I ſhall be ever found in- 
nocent from the guilt. 

] underſtand ſome ſhameleſs perſon or 
other hath inſinuated with your lordſhip, 
as if I went about to be treaſurer, and 
lays for a ground of that opinion my for- 
wardneſs in his majeſty's fervice. This 
J have cw forily and flightly in a letter 
from my couſin Wandesford ; but with 
me it imprints, finks, ſtrikes deeper than 
to pals along fo eaſily from me. Lord! 
with what ſhadows would they have over- 
caſt my negligence, with what darkneſs 
have benighted the leaſt commiſſion, that 
can fetch this concluſion out ot thoſe 
premiles ? 

I] will not deny, it is a full truth in- 
deed, that there inhabits with me an in- 
finite zeal and vigilance to ſerve my 
| maſter, the moſt accepted way I can de- 
viſe ; nor ſ}..'| any private eaſe or profit 
cool or leficn it, or any endeavour from 
abroad make me underſtand it as a fault 
to do ſo: yet, my lord, 1 do not greedily 
ſerve to repair a broken fortune, much 
leſs out of any ambitious deſires, which 
(if any ever in me) were long agone laid 
to reſt upon my receiving this place from 


his majeity, through the means of my 


friends, 1 confeſs (being then altogether 
a ſtranger to the king in ſervice and per- 
fon), and of them your lordſhip the very 
principal. | 

No, no, my lord, they are thoſe ſo- 
vereign and great duties I owe his ma- 
jeſty and your lordſhip, which thus pro- 
voke me beyond my own nature, rather 
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to leave thoſe cooler ſhades, wherein I 
took choiceſt pleaſure, and thus put my- 
ſelf with you into the heat of the day, 
than. poorly and meanly to ſtart aſide from 
my obligations, convinced in myſelf of 
the moſt wretched ingratitude in the whole 
world. | : | 

God knows how little delight I take in 
the outwards of this life, how infinitely 
ill ſatisfied I am with myſelf, to find 
daily thoſe calm and quiet retirements, . 
wherein to contemplate ſome things more 
divine and facred than this world can 
afford us, at every moment interrupted 
thorough the importunity of the affairs I 
have already. 'To heaven and earth I 
proteſt it, it grieves my very ſoul, and 
that it is nothing but love (if I may be 
admitted a word of fo near a diſtance, 
and of fo little courtſhip) to the perſons 
of his majeſty and yourſelf, that could 
make me take up this yoke and follow 


no other affection or paſſion could effect 


it. | | 8 
So, n#; lord, once for all, let me find 


belief with you : if I obtain it not from 


you with the greateſt ſereneneſs poſſible 
(pardon me for faying ſo), you do that 
friendſhip and confidence, which ought | 
to paſs between men of honour, infinite 


wrong, and render yourſelf the moſt in- 


excuſable man towards me that lives. 
Let ſhame and confuſion then cover 
me, if I do not abhor the intolerable 
anxiety I well underſtand to wait inſe- 
parably upon that ſtaff, if I ſhould not 
take a ſerpent, as ſoon into my boſom, 
and, if I once find ſo mean a thought of 
me can enter into your heart, as that to 
compaſs whatever I could take moſt de- 
light in, I ſhould go about beguilefully 
to ſupplant any ordinary man (how much 
more then impotently to catch at ſuch a 
ſtaff and. from my lord treaſurer), if I 
leave not the court inſtantly, betake my- 
{elf to my private fortune, repoſedly ſeek 
my contentment and quiet within my 
own doors, and follow the dictamen of 
my own reaſon and conſcience, more ac- 
cording to nature and liberty, than in 
thoſe gyves which now pinch and hang 
upon me. | | 
Thus you ſee how eaſily you may be 
rid of me when you lift, and in good 
faith with a thouſand thanks ; yet be 
pleaſed not to judge, this proceeds out of 
any wayward weary humour in me nei- 
ther ; tor my endeavours are as a 


oo, = 
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and as chearful to ſerve the crown and 
you, as ever they were, nor ſhall you 
ever find them to faint or flackuer. I am 
none of thoſe ſoft tempered ſpirits : but 
1 cannot endure to be miſtaken, or ſuffer 
my purer and more entire affections to be 
ſoiled, or in the leaſt degree prejudiced, 
with the lothſome and odious attributes 
of covetouſneſs and ambitious falſehood. 
Do me but right in this, judge m 
watches to iſſue (as in faith they do 
from thoſe clearer ciſterns, 
hand under your foot, I deſpiſe danger, 1 
laugh at labour.. Command me in all 
difficulties, in all confidence, in all readi- 
neſs, your Lordſhip's ever moſt faithful 
friend, and moſt humble ſervant. 
York, this 21ſt of October 1632. 


LETTER LXXIIL 
Lord Wentworth to Sir William Saville. 


My dear nephew, 

FF ſhall be much contentment unto me, 
when the power or means I have may 
communicate any thing which may be of 
acceptation with you: and now that it 
hath pleaſed God to take from you your 
mother, I hold myſelf more bound to 
preſerve a care for you, being ſorry that 
my remoteneſs renders me of leis uſe 
unto you now upon your entrance into 
the world than perchance otherwiſe I 

might have been. 
t is true that it is not my cuſtom to 
5 myſelf into counſels uncalled, and 
aving been a miniſter in the troubleſome 
ſettlement of your eſtate, methought it 
might have ſtood well enough with ci- 
vility and diſcretion to have let me been 
acquainted with the courſe of your new 
conveyances, when you and I were both 
at London laſt; being ſo made a 4 
to that end, the effecting and accompliſh- 
ing whereof I had fo painfully endea- 
* voured for ſo many years together. 
Surely neither I nor mine ſhould have 
been a penny better by it; for I muſt 
tell you for all the ſervice I have done 
you and your houſe, I never had the 
worth of a groat forth of your purſe, or 


the purſe of your mother, and, which is 


more, never will ; for I truſt by God's 

bleſſing, to leave my child an eſtate able 

to maintain him as a gentleman, withou 
being burthenſome to an. 
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I lay my 


ment, it ſhall be 
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And indeed, if I did not conceive this 
neglet was rather the good-will of 
Cookſon than any, formal direction of 


your own, I ſhould reſolve to perform 


my own duty towards the nearneſs of 
that blood which runs in our veins, with - 
out ever deſiring to intermeddle at all in 
your counſels for the government of your- 
ſelf. and fortune; but indeed your years 
ſhew me, you were in all diſcretion to be 
merely paſſive in that action; and. no 
doubt having my Lord Keeper's advice 
therein, all 1s well and orderly diſpoſed 
and executed. 

Admit me then, in conſideration and 
remembrance. of your noble father, and 
that I may ſay to my on heart I have 
not betrayed the rruſt he was pleaſed to 
repoſe in me, to deliver you my opinion, 
bow you are futurely to diſpoſe yourſelf 
and fortune ; which, as it ſhall come from 
me with all the candour in the world, fo 
doth it alſo with all the indifferency poſ- 
ſible; deſiring God Almighty that you 
may not follow one word of advice of 
mine, where there is a better for you to 
govern yourſelf after, 

Being then upon that period of life, 
that as you ſet forth now at firſt, you will 
in all likelihood to continue ſo to the end, 
be it you take the paths of virtue or the 
contrary, you cannot conſider yourſelf, 
and adviſe and debate your actions with 
your friends too much ; and till ſuch time 
as experience hath ripened your judg- 
eat wiſdom and ad- 
vantage to diſtruſt yourſelf, and to for- 
tify your youth by the counſel of your 
more aged friends, before you undertake 
any thing of conſequence. It was the 


courſe that I governed myſelf by after 
my father's death, with great —— 


- 


to myſelf and affairs: and yet my br 
ing abroad hath ſhewn me more of the 
world than yours hath done, and I had 
natural reaſon like other men, only I 
confeſs I did in all thmgs diftruſt myſelf ; 


wherein you ſhall do, as I ſaid, exttemely 


well if you do fo too. 

I conceive you ſhould lay afide all 
thoughts of going up to London theſe - 
four or five years ; live in your own houſe; 
order and underſtand your own eſtate; 
inform and employ yourſelf in the affairs 
of the country; carry yourſelf reſpec- 
tively and kindly towards your neigh- 
bours; deſire the company of ſuch. as 


are well governed and diſcreet am 
7” = 
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them, and make them as much as you 
can your friends; in country buſineſs 
keeping yourſelf from all faction; and at 
the fir be not too poſitive, or take too 
much upon you, till you fully underſtand 
the courſe of proceedings ; for, have but 
a little patience, and the command and 
government of that part of the count 
will infallibly fall into your hands, with 
honour, to yourſelf and contentment to 
others; whereas if you catch at it too 
ſoon, it will be but a means to publiſh 
your want of underſtanding and modeſty, 
and that you ſhall grow cheap and in 
contempt before them that ſhall fee you 
undertake that, where you are not able 
to 122 in your own way. 
e ſure to moderate your expence, fo 
as it may be without fouliſh waſte or 


mean ſavings; take your own accompts, 


and betimes inure yourfelf to examine 
how your eſtate proſpers, where it ſuffers 
or where it is to be improved; otherwiſe 
there will ſuch an eaſineſs and neglect 
gather upon you, as it may be you will 
never patiently endure the labour of it 
whilſt you live; and fo, as much as 
in you lies; caſt from you that which 
tends moſt to the preſervation of your 
fortune of any other thing; for I am 
perſuaded few men that underſtood 


their expence, ever waſted ; and few 


that do not, ever well governed their 
eſtate, 

Conſidering that your houſes, in my 
judgment, are not ſuitable to your qua- 
lity, nor yet your plate and furniture, I 


conceive your expence ought to be re- 


duced ro two-thirds of your eſtate, the 


reſt ſaved to the accommodating of you 


in that kind: thoſe things provided, you 


may, if you ſee cauſe, enlarge yourſelf ' 


the more. | | 

In theſe, and all things elſe, you ſhall 
do paſſing well to -contult Mr. Green- 
. wood, who hath ſeen much, is very well 
able to judge, and certainly moſt faithful 
to you. If you vſe him not moſt re- 
lvebtively, you deal extreme ungrateful 
with him, and il! for yourſelf. He was 
the man your father loved and truſted 
above all men, and did as faithfully diſ- 
charge the truſt repoſed in him, as ever 
in my time I knew any man do for his 


dead friend ; taking exceſſive pains in 


ſertling your eſtate with all poſſible 
cheerfulneſs, without charge to you at 
all ; his advice will be always upright, 
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and you may ſafely pour your ſecrets into 
him, which by that time you have con- 
verſed a little more abroad in the world, 
you will find to be the greateſt and nobleft 
treaſure this world can make any man 
owner of; and I proteſt to God, were I 
in your. place, I would think him the 

eateſt and beſt riches I did or could 
poſſeſs. | | 

In any caſe, think not of putting your- 
ſelf into court before you be thirty years 
of age at leaſt ; till your judgment be fo 
awakened, as that you may be able to 
diſcover and put aſide ſuch trains as will 
always infallibly be there laid for men of 
great fortunes, by a company of fleſh- 
flies, that ever buz up and down the pa- 
laces of princes : and this, let me tell you, 
I have ſeen many men of great ff hone 
come young thither, and ſpend all, but 
did I never ſee a good eſtate proſper 
amongſt them that put itſelf forward be- 


fore the maſter had an experience and 


knowledge how to hufband and keep it: 
I having obſerved that the errors of 
young gallants in that kind ever proved 
fatal and irremedileſs, be their wits or 
providence never ſo great in playing 
their after-games, one only excepted ; 
and how it may yet prove with him, 
God knows. 5 

For your ſervants, neither uſe them ſo 
familiarly as to loſe your reverence at 
their hands, nor ſo diſdainfully as to pur- 
chaſe yourſelf their ill- will; but carry it 
in an equal /temper towards them, both 
in puniſhment and rewards. For Cook- 
fon, I hold him a churliſh proud-natured | 
companion, but withal honeſt, and I am 
perſuaded will be a good ſervant ; if you 
keep him from drink, much better. 
Howbeit, you ſhall do well to take his 
accompts orderly and weekly, taking te 
you Mr. Greenwood to help you till you 


have gained the (kill yourſelf. 


You are left as weak in friends as any 
gentleman J ever knew of your quality; 
but how much more careful ought you 
then to be to oblige men by your reſpec- 
tive courteous uſage towards them, and 
provident circumſpection towards your- 
ſelf? You are, as I have obſerved; raſh 
and haſty, apt to fall to cenſure others, 
and exerciſe your wit upon them: take 

of it, it is a quality of great offence to 
others, and danger towards a man's ſelf ; 
and that jeering, jeſting demeanour is not 
to be uſed but where à man hath great 
intereſt 
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intereſt in the perſon, and knows himſelf 


to be underſtood to love and reſpect him 


truly; with ſuch a one, if the man be ſad 
and wiſe to take and return it the right 
way, a man may be ſometimes bold, but 
otherwiſe never, | 

Let no company or ever draw 
you to excels in drink, for be you well 
aſſured, that if that ever poſſeſs you, you 
are inſtantly drunk to all honour and em- 
ployment in the ſtate; drunk to all the 
reſpects your friends will otherwiſe pay 
you, and ſhall by unequal Raggering 
paces go to your grave with confuſion of 
face, as well in them that love you, as in 
yourſelf ; and therefore abhor all com- 
pany that might entice you that way. 
Spend not too much time, nor venture 
too much money, at gaming; it is a great 
vanity that poſleſſeth ſome men, and in 
molt is occaſioned by a greedy mind of 
winning, which 18 a purſuzt not becoming 
a generous noble heart, which will not 
brook ſuch ſtarving confiderations as 
thoſe. 

In a word, guide yourſelf in all things 

in the paths ES and virtue, and 
ſo perſevere therein, that you may thence 
take out thoſe rules, which being learnt, 
may (when it comes to your turn) as 
well grace and enable you to lead and 
govern others, as (whilſt you are learning 
of them) it will become you to follow 
and obey others; and thus ſhall you 
poſſeſs your youth in modeſty, and your 
elder years in wiſdom. 
God Almighty proſper and bleſs you, 
in your perſon, in your lady, in your 
children, and in your eftate, whercin no 
friend you have ſhall take more content- 
ment than your moſt affectionate uncle 
and moſt faithful friend. : 


Dublin Caſtle, this 29th of December 


1633. 


LETTER LXXIV. 
Lord Wentworth to Archbiſhop Laud. 


May it pleaſe your Grace, | 
AM gutren hither to a poor houſe I 
have, having been this laſt week almoſt 

feaſted to death at York. In truth, for 
any thing I can find, they were not ill 
pleaſed to fee me. Sure I am, it much 
contented me to be amongſt my old ac- 
quaintance, which I would not leave for 
any other affection I have, but to that 
which 1 both profeſs and awe to the per- 
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ſon of his ſacred Majeſty. Lord! with 
what quietneſs in myſelf could I live here 


in compariſon of that noiſe and labour I 


met with elſewhere ; and I proteſt put 
up more crown's in my purſe at the year's 


end too, But we'll let that paſs. For I 


am not like to enjoy that bleſſed condi - 
tion upon earth. And therefore my reſo- 
lution is ſet, to endure and ſtruggle with 
it ſo long as this crazy body will bear it; 
and finally drop into the filent grave, 


where both all theſe (which I now could, 


as I think, innocently delight myſelf in) 
and myſelf are to be forgotten; and fare 


them well, I perſuade myſelf exuto le pio 


I am able to lay them down very quietly, 
and yet leave K me, as a truth not 
to be forgotten, a perfect and full re- 
membrance of my being your Grace's 
moſt humbly to be commanded. 
Gawthorp, this 17th of Aug 16386. 


EET TERM 
Charles i. to Lord Wentworth. 


Wentworth, 


Ckrrainry J ſhould be much to 
blame not to admit fo good a ſervant . 
as you are to ſpeak with me, ſince I deny 
it to none that there is not a juſt excep- _ 
tion againſt ; yet I muſt freely tell you, 
that the cauſe of this deſire of yours, if 
it be known, will rather hearten than 
diſcourage your enemies; far, if they can 
once find that you apprehend the dark 
ſetting of a ttorm, when | ſay no, they 
will make you leave to care for any thing 
in a ſhort while but for your fears. And, 
believe it, the marks of my favours that 
ſtop malicious tongues are neither places 
nor titles, but the little welcome give 
to accuſers, . and the willing ear I give to 
my ſervants ; this », not to diſparage 


"thoſe favours (for envy flies moſt at the 


faireft mark), but to ſhow their uſe z to 
wit, not to quell envy, but to reward ſer- 
vice; it being truly ſo, when the maſter 
without the ſervant's importunity does, 
it; otherwiſe men judge it more to pro- 
ceed from the ſervant's wit, than the 
maſter's favour, I will end with a rule, 
that may ſerve for a ſtateſman, a cour- 
tier, or a lover : never make a defence 
or apology before you be accuſed. And 
ſo I reſt your aſſured friend. | 

Lindhurſt, 3d Sept. 1636. 
For my Lord Marſhal, as you have armed 

me, ſo I warrant you, | 

Lls 


LETTER ILXXVI. 
. Charles I. to the Earl of Strafford. 


Strafford, Ls bop 

HE misfortune that is fallen upon 

you by the ſtrange miſtaking and 
conjuncture of theſe times being ſuch, 
that I muſt lay by the thought of employ- 
ing you hereafter in my atfairs; yet I 
cannot ſatisfy myſelf in honour or con- 
ſcience, without aſſuring you (now in the 
midſt of your troubles) that, upon the 
word of a King, you ſhall not ſuffer in 
life, honour, or fortune. This is but 
juſtice, and therefore a very mean re- 
ward from a matter to ſo faithful and 
able a ſervant as you haye ſhewed your- 
ſelt to be; yet it is as much as I conceive 


the preſent times will permit, though 


none ſhall hinder me from being your 
conſtant faithful friend. 
Whitehall, April 23, 1641. 


LETTER LXXVII. 
Earl of Strafford to his Son. 
My deareſt Will, 
F? HESE are the laſt lines that you are 


to receive from a father that tenderly 
loves you, I with there were a greater 


leiſure to impart my mind nnto vou; but 
our merciful God will ſupply all things 


by his grace, and guide and protect you 
in all your ways : to whole infinite good- 
neſs I bequeath you; and therefore be 
not diſcouraged, but ferve him, and truſt 
in him, and he will picterve and proſper 
you in all things. 

Be ſure you give all reſpedt to my 
wife, that hath ever had a great love 
unto you, and therefore will be well be- 
coming you. Never be awanting in your 
love and care to your fiiters, but let them 
ever be moſt dear unto you, for this will 


give others cauſe to eſteem and reſpect 


you for it, and is a duty that you owe 
them in the memory of your excellent 
mother and myſelf ; therefore your care 
and affection to them muſt be the very 
ſame that you are to have of yourſelt ; 
and the like regard niuſt you have to 
your youngeſt ſiſter; for indeed you owe 
it her alſo, both for her father and mo- 


| ther's fake, 
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- Sweet Will, be careful to take the ad- 
vice of thoſe friends which are by me de- 
fired to adviſe you for your education. 
Serve God diligently morning and even- 
ing, and recommend yourſelf unto him, 
and have him before your eyes in all 
your ways. With patience hear the in- 
ſtructions of thoſe Friends I leave with 
you, and diligently follow their counſel ; 


for, till you come by time to have ex- 


prone in the world, it will be far more 
afe to truſt'to their judgments than your 
own, | | 
Loſe not the time of your youth, but - 
ther thoſe feeds of vn tue and know- 
edge which may be of uſe to yourſelf, 
md edn to your friends, for the reſt 
of your lite. And that this may be the 
better effected, attend thereunto with pa- 
tience, and be ſure to correct and refrain 
yourſelf from anger. Suffer not ſorrow 
to caſt you down, but with cheerfulneſs 
and good courage go on the race you 
have to run in all ſobriety and truth. Be 
ſure, with an hallowed care to have reſpect 
to all the commandments of God, and 


| 2 not yourſelf to neglect them in the 


eaſt things, leſt by degrees you come to 
forget them in the greateſt; for the heart 
of man is deceitful above all things. And 
in all your duties and devotions towards 
God, rather perform them joyfully than 
penſively ; for God loves a cheerful 


giver. © For your religion, let it be di- 


rected according to that which ſhall be 
taught by thoſe which are in God's 
church the proper teachers therefore, ra- 
ther than that you ever either fancy one 
to yourſelf, or be led by men that are 
ſingular in their own opinions, and de- 
light to go ways of their own _ out ; 
for vou will certainly find ſoberneſs and 
truth in the one, and much unſteadinels 
and vanity in the other, 

The king I truſt will deal graciouſly 
with you, reſtore you thoſe honours and 
that fortune which a diſtempered time 
hath deprived you of, together with the 
life of your father; which I rather ad- 
viſe might be by a new gift and creation 
from himſelf, than by any other means, 
to the end you may pay the thanks to 
him without having obligation to any 
other. | 

Be ſure to avoid as much as you can to 
inquire after thoſe. that have been ſharp 
in their judgments towards me, and 1 
charge you never to ſuffer thought of 

revenge . 
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revenge to enter your heart; but be care · 
ful to be informed who were my friends 
in this proſecution, and to them apply 
yourſelf to make them your friends alſo; 
and on ſuch you may rely, and beſtow 
much of your converſation amongſt them. 
And God Almighty of his infinite 
goodneſs bleſs = and your children 's 
children; and his fame goodneſs bleſs 
your ſiſters in like manner, perfect you 
in every good work, and give you right 
underſtandings in all things. Amen. 
Your moſt loving father. | : 
Tower, this 11th of May 164. 

You muſt not fail to behave yourſelf 
towards my Lady Clare, your grandmo- 
ther, with all duty and-obſervance ; for 
molt tenderly doth ſhe love you, and 


hath been paſſing kind unto me: God 


reward her charity for it. And both in 
this and all the reſt, the ſame that I 
_ counſel you, the ſame do I direct alſo to 
* your ſiſters, that ſo the ſame may be ob- 
ſerved by you all. And once more do I, 
from my very foul, beſeech our gracious 
God to bleſs and govern you in all, to 
the ſaving you in the day of his viſita- 
tion, and join us again in the com- 
munion of his bleſſed ſaints, where is 
fulneſs of joy and biifs for evermore. 
Amen, Amen. 


LETTER LXXVIN. 
Fames Farl of Derby to Commiſſary Ge- 


neral Ireton, in anſwer to the ſummons 
ſent the Earl to deliver up the lie of 
Man. ; 
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bear any further ſolicitations; for if you 
trouble me with any more meſſages of 
this nature, I will burn your paper, and 
hang up your meſſenger. This is the 
immutable reſolution, and ſhall be the 
undoubted practice of him _ Faris 
it his chiefeſt glory to be his Majeſty's 
moſt loyal and * ſubject. 

From Caſtle-Town, this 12th of July 

1649. 41 


LETTER LXXIX. 
Charles II. to the Duke of York. 


Dear Brother, | 
J HAVE received yours without a date, 

in which you mention, that Mr. Mon- 
tague has endeavoured to pervert you in 
your religion. I do not doubt but you 
remember very well the commands I left 
with you\at my going away concerning 
that point, and am confident you will ob- 
ſerve them. Yet the letters that come 
from Paris fay, that it is the Queen's pur - 
poſe to do all ſhe can to change your 
religion, which if you hearken to her, 
or any body elſe in that matter, you 
muſt never think to ſee England or me 
again; and whatever miſchief ſhall fall 
on me or my affairs from this time, I 
mult lay all upon you as being the only 
cauſe of it. Therefore conſider well 
what it is, not only to be the cauſe of 
ruining a brother that loves you fo well, 
but allo of your King and country. Do 
not let them perſuade you either by force 
or fair promiſes ; for the firſt they nei- 
ther dare nor will uſe ; and for the ſe- 
cond, as ſoon as they have perverted you, 


they will have their end, and will care no 


Sir, 

1 HAVE received your letter with in- 
1 dignation, and with ſcorn return you 
this anſwer : That I cannot but wonder 
whence you ſhould gather any hopes that 
1 ſhould prove, like you, treacherous to 
my ſovereign ; ſince you cannot be ig- 
norant of the manifeſt candour of my 
former actings in his late Majeſty's ſer- 
vice, from which principles ot loyalty I 
am no whit departed. I ſcorn your 
profferz I diſdain your favour; I abhor 
_ treaſon ; and am fo far from de- 
ivering up this iſland to your advantage, 
that I ſhall kefp it to the utmoſt of my 

wer, and I hope to your deſtruction. 


ake this for your final anſwer, and for 


more for you. 5 + 
I am alſo informed that there is 2 
purport to put you in the Jeſuit's col- 
lege, which I command you upon the 
ſame grounds never to conſent unto. 
And whenſoever any body ſhall go to 
diſpute with you in religion, do nat an- 
ſwer them at all; for though you have 
the reaſon on your ſide, yet they being 
prepared, will have the advantage of 
any body that is not upon the ſame ſecu- 
rity that they are. If you do not con- 
ſider what J ſay to you, remember the 
laſt words of your — father, Which 


were, to be conſtaut to your religion, and 
never ta be ſhaken in it; which if you 
do not obtcr vey this hull be the laſt time 
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you will ever hear from, dear brother, 


your moſt affectionate brother. 
Cologne, Nov. 10, 1654. 


LETTER LXXX. 
Oliver Cromwell to his San H. Cromwell. 


Son, FD, 
1 HAVE ſeen your letter written unto 

Mr. Secretary Thorloe, and do find 
thereby, that you are very apprehenſive 
of the carriage of ſome perſons with you 
towards yourſelf and the public affairs. 
I do believe there may be ſome particular 
perſons who are not very well pleaſed 
with the preſent condition of things, and 
may be apt to ſhew their diſcontent as 
they have opportunity ; but this ſhould 
not make too great impreſſions on you. 
Time and patience may work them to a 
better frame of ſpirit, and bring them to 
ſee that which for the preſent ſeems to 
he hid from them : eſpecially if they ſhall 
ſee your moderation and love towards 
them, whilſt they are found in other ways 
towards you; which I earneſtly deſire 
you to ſtudy and endeavour all that lies 
In you, whereof both you and | too ſhall 
have the comfort, whatſoever the iſſue 
and event thereof be. 

For what you write, of more help, I 
have long endeavoured it, and ſhall not 
be wanting to ſend you ſome further ad- 
dition to the council, as ſoon as men can 
be fonnd out who are fit for that trult. [ 
am alſo thinking of ſending over to yon 
a fit perſon, who may command the 
north of Ireland, which I believe: ſtands 
in great need of one, and am of your 
opinion, that Trevor and colonel Mervin 
are very dangerous perſons, and may be 
made the heads of a new rebellion ;. and 
therefore I would have you moye the 
council, that they be ſecured in ſome very 
fate place, and the further out of their own 
countries the better. I commend you to 
the Lord, and reſt your atfectionate 
father. ö 

21 Nov. 1655. 


LETTER ' LXXXL 
Lady Mary Crone! to Henry Cromwell. 


Dear Brother, 


Y 


UK kind letters do ſo much engage 
my heart towards you, that I can 


con 
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never tel] how to expreſs in writing the 
true affection and value I have of you, 
who truly I think none that knows you 
but you may juſtly claim it from, I muſt 


eſs mylelf in a great fault in the 
omitting of writing to you and your dear 
wife ſo long a time; but I ſuppoſe you 
cannot be ignorant of the reaſon, which 
truly has been the only cauſe, which is 
this buſineſs of my filter Frances and Mr. 
Rich. Truly, I can truly ſay it, for theſe 


three months I think our family, and my- 


ſelf in particular, have been in the greateſt 
confuſion and trouble as ever poor family 
can be in: the Lord tell us his * * in 
it, and ſettle us, and make us what he 
would have us to be. I ſuppoſe you 
heard of the breaking off the bulineſs, 
and according to your deſire in your Jaſt 
letter, as well as I can, I ſhall give you 
a full account of it, which is this. After 
a quarter of a year's admiſſions, my fa- 
ther and my Loid Warwick began to treat 
about the eſtate, and it feems my lord. 
did not offer that that my fither expect- 
ed, I need not name particulars, for I 
ſuppoſe you may have had it from better 
hands; but if | may fay the truth, I 
think it was not ſo much eſtate as ſome 
private reaſons, that my father diſcovered 
to none but my ſiſter Frances and his own 
family, which was a diſlike to the young 
perſon, which he had from ſome reports 
of his being a vicious man, given to play 
and ſuch like things; which office was 
done by ſome that had a mind to break 
off the match. My filter, hearing theſe 
things, was refolved to know the truth 
of it, and truly did find all the reports to 
be falſe that were raiſed of him; and to 


tell you the truth, they were ſo much en- 


gaged in affection before this, that ſhe 
could not think of breaking of it off; © 
that my ſiſter engaged me and all the 
friends the had, who truly were very few, 
to ſpeak in hex behalf to my father; which 
we did, but could not be heard to any 
purpaſe; only this my father promiſed, 
that it he were ſatisfied as to the report, 
the eſtate ſhould not break it off, which 
the was ſatisfied with; but after this there 
was a ſecond treaty, and my Lord War- 
wick defired my father to name what it 
was he demanded more, and to his ut- 
molt he would fatisfy him; fo my father 
upon this made new propoſitions, which 
my Lord Warwick has anſwered as much 
as he can; but it frews there is five 

. _  huhdred 


\ 
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hundred pounds a on in my Lord Rich's 
as 


hands, which he power to ſell, and 
there are ſome people that perſuaded her 
Highneſs, that it would be diſhonourable 


for him to conclude of it without theſe 


five hundred pounds a year be ſettled 
upon Mr. Rich, after his father's death; 
and my Lord Rich having no eſteem at 
all of his ſon, becauſe he is not as bad 
himſelf, will not agree to it; and theſe 
people upon this perſuade my father, it 
would be a diſhonour to him to yield 
upon theſe terms; it would ſhew, that he 
was made a fool on by my Lord Rich; 
wich the truth is, how it thoule be, I 
cannot underſtand, nor very few elſe ; 
and truly, I muſt tell you privately, that 
they are jo far engaged as the mateh 
cannot be broke off. She acquainted 
none of her friends with her reſolution 
when ſhe did it. Dear brother, this is 
as far as I can tell the ſtate. of the buſi- 
neſs. The Lord direct them what to do; 


and all I think ought to beg of God to 


pardon her in her doing of this thing, 
which I muſt ſay truly, ſhe was put upon 
by the ® ® ® of things. Dear, let 


me beg my excuſes to my ſiſter for not 


writing my belt reſpects to her. Pardon 

this trouble, and believe me, that I ſhall 

ever ſtrive to approve — dear bro- 

ther, your affectionate ſiſter and ſervant. 
June 23, 1656. vet” 


LET TEZ KR LEXXIL 
Henry Cronrwell 10 Lord Faulconberg. 


My Lord, Sept. 8, 1658. 
I. IHOUGH the laſt letters brought 
a very fad memento of mortality, 
vet I was not well enough prepared to 
receive yours by this poſt, without (it 
may be) too much conſternation, I 
know the higheſt griefs a1iſing from my 
natural affection to my dear father ought 
to far to give way, as to let me remem- 
der my preſent ſtation; but | ſce more of 
this kind than I am able to practiſe; and 
truly when I recolle& myfe}f, and con- 
der the deſperate diſtractions which ſo 
nearly threaten us, I 2m quite loſt in the 
way to the remedy. For I may trul 
tell your Lordſhip, that either Ha 
the deſign or unfaithfulneſs of my friends, 
or through their ignorance and incom- 
petency tor a work of that nature, I have 
vever been acquainted with the inſide 
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off with intelligence about as much dif- 


fering from Mabbot, as he from a Diur- 


nall; ſo that I can contribute little to 
prevent our danger, more than by my 


prayers, and keeping the army and peo- 


ple under my charge in a good frame. I 
wiſh yours may be ſo kept in England. 
Methinks ſome hegin their meetings very 


early. It may be they intend to give the 


law; but if they do not keep to what is 


honeſt, they may meet with diſappoint- 
ments. 


I do heartily thank your Lord- 
ſhip for your freedom and confidence in 
me. I am ſure I cannot plead merit, 
but ſhall be glad to cheriſh that ſympa - 
thy, or whatever elſe it is that makes me 
yours. I hope I ſhall be always juſt to 
your Lordſhip, Some late letters do a 


little revive us, and give hopes of his 


Highneſs's ove + yet my trouble is 
exceeding great. I remain, c. 


LETTER LXXXI. 
Lord Brog hill to Secretary Thurke., 


Dear Sir, | 
HOUGH I did on Monday laſt trou- 
ble you with a letter, yet having 
now aſſo received the honour of another 
from you of the 7th inſtant, I could 
not but pay you my humble and hearty 


-acknowledgments tor it, and that in ſuch 
a deep affliction as that you are under, 
and that load of buſineſs you ſupport, you 


can yet oblige with your letters a perſon 
ſo unworthy of them, and fo infignificant 
as I am. Your laſt is ſo expreis a pic- 


ture of ſorrow, that none could draw it 


ſo well that did not feel it. I know our 
late loſs wounds deeply both the public 
and yourſelf, and yourſelf more upon the 
public account than your own, But 1 


think ſorrow for friends is more tolerable 


while they are dying than after they are 
dead. David's ſervants reaſoned as ill, 
as he himſelf did well ; they concluded, 
if his grief were ſuch when the child was 
but in danger of death, what would it be 
when he knew it was dead ? He took and 
conſidered the thing another way; whilſt 
there was life, that is, whilſt x & will of 
God was not declared, he thought it a 
duty to endeavour to move the mercy of 


God by his prayers and ſorrow; but 


when God's plealure was declared, he 
knew it was a duty cheerfully to yield 
| unto 


Yu 
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unto it. T know, in the cauſe of 
now hefore us, I am the unfitteſt of any 
to offer comfort, which I need as much as 
any; and I know it is as unfit to offer to 
preſent it you, who, as you need it moſt of 
any, ſo you are ableſt to afford it others 
above any: however, this one conſider- 
ation of David's actings I could not but 
lay before you, 'it having proved an ef- 
fectual conjolation to me in the death of 
one I but too much loved. But I hope 
your ſorrow for what is paſt does not 
drown your care for what is to come 
nay, I am. confident of it; for you that 
can in your ſorrow and buſineſs mind me, 
makes me know your grief hinders us 
not from enjoying the accuſtomed effects 
of your care to the public; and while 
what we pay the dead does not obſtruct 
what we owe the living, ſuch ſorrow is a 
debt, and not a fault. 


In this nation his Highneſs has been 


proclaimed in moſt of the conſiderable 
places already, and in others he is daily 
a- proclaiming, and indeed with ſignal de- 
monſtrations of love to-his perſon, and 
of hope of happineſs under his govern- 
ment. | | 

I heartily join in all the good you ſay 
of him, and hope with you he will be 
happy it his friends ſtick to him; amongſt 
all thoſe I know you will ; and I know 
all promiſes with me are not kept, if you 
are not reckoned by him in tbe firſt 
rank, of which I have preſumed to mind 
him in a letter I took the confidence to 
write unto him this week. - 
But I fear while I thus trouble you, 
I give the honour of your letters a very 
diſproportionate return; and therefore I 
will only now ſubſcribe myſelf, what I 
am from the bottom of my heart, dear 
Sir, your moſt humble, molt faithful, 

and moſt obliged affectionate ſervant. 
Ballymallo, the 27th of September 

1658, | 


LETTER LXXXIV. 


Henry Cromwell to Richard Cromwell, 
Protector. 


| | Sept. 28, 1658. 

May it pleaſe your Highneſs, _ 
RECEIVED aletter — your High- 
neſs by Mr Underwood, who, accord- 
ing to your commands, hath given me 3 
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is and ſhall be the fervent 
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particular account of the fickneſs and 
death of his late Highneſs, my dear fa- 
ther, which was ſuch an amazing ſtroke 
that it did deeply affect the heart of 
every man, much more may it do thoſe 
of a nearer relation. And indeed, for 
my own part, I am fo aſtoniſhed at it, 


that I know not what to ſay or write 


upon this ſo ſad and grievous occaſion, 
I know it is our duties upon all accounts 
to give ſubmiſſion to the will of God, 
and to be awakened by this mighty noiſe 


from the Lord to look into our own 


hearts and ways, and to put our mouths 
in the duſt, acknowledging our own vile- 
neſs and ſinfulneſs before him; that ſo, 
if poſſible, we may thereby yet obtain 
mercy from him for ourſelves and theſe 
poor nations. As this ſtroke was very 
ſtupendous, ſo the happy news of his late 
Highneſs leaving us ſo hopeful a founda- 
tion for our future peace, in appointing 
your Highneſs his ſucceſſor, coming along 
with it to us, did not a little allay the 
other. For my part, I can truly ſay I 
was relieved by it, not only upon the 
public conſideration, but even upon the 
account of the goodneſs of God to our 
poor family, who hath preſerved us from 
the contempt of our enemy. I gave 2 
late account to Mr. Secretary Thurloe of 
what paſſed about the proclaiming your 
Highneſs here, which I may ſay without 
vanity, was with as great joy and general 
ſatistaction, as I believe in the beſt af- 
feed places in England. I doubt not 
but to give your Highnels as good an ac- 
count of the reſt of the places in Ireland, 
ſo ſoon as the proclamations are returned. 
I did alſo give ſome account of the 
ſpeedy — of the army, whoſe 
obedience your Highneſs may juſtly re- 
quire at my hands. Now, that the God 
and Father of your late father and mine, 
and your Highneſs's predeceſſor, would 
ſupport you, and by pouring down 2 
double portion of the ſame ſpirit which 
was ſo eminently upon him, would enable 
you to walk in his ſteps, and to do wor- 
thily for his name, cauſe, and people, 
and continually preſerve you in ſo doings 
and daily 


prayer of yours, &c. 


4 
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LETTER LXXXV. 
Henry Cromwell to Richard Cromwell, 
| Protector. . 
May it pleaſe your Highneſs, 
SENT a letter to Secretary Thurloe, 


dated the 14th inſtant, to be commu- 
nicated to your Highnels ; judging it 
reſh 


not very ſeaſonable in ſo great and 


a grief to addreſs myſelf to your High- 
neſs without leaving it to the diſcretion 
of ſome body upon the place to chuſe the 
fitteſt opportunity. And in confidence 
of your Highneſs's privity to that, to 
which I refer, I proceed further humbly 
to acquaint your Highneſs, that on Mon- 
day morning I cauſed an addreſs (a copy 
whereof is encloſed) to be ſent through- 
out the whole army, which is already 
ſigned by divers field officers ; and when 


it is perfected, I intend to ſend it. to 


remain in. your Highneſs's hands, as a 
witneſs againſt the treachery and falſe- 
hood of any officer of this army, that 
may hereafter in the leaſt manner warp 
from his due obedience ; ſo that I may 
and do aſſure your Highneſs of the taith- 
ful and active ſubjection of this army to 
your Highneſs's government, and ſhall be 
content to anſwer it with my life if you 
find it otherwiſe. By my aboveſaid let - 
ter and this, your Highneſs may perceive 
that I loſt no time; and alſo, that I uſed 
what diligence and induſtry I could, ac- 
cording to my bounden duty, to make 
your Highneſs's entrance eaſy, and your 
government eſtabliſhed, Since this I re- 
ceived an expreſs from your Highneſs by 
Mr. Underwood, in which your Highnets 
is graciouſly pleaſed to do me the great 
honour, as to offer me the charge which 
I underwent in his late Highneſs my late 
father's life-time, for which I return 
my moſt humble andchearty thanks; but 
muſt humby beg that I may deal faith- 
fully, plainly, and freely with your High- 
neſs touching this particular. Since his 
late Highneſs was pleaſed to place me in 
this ſtation, I have met with nothing but 
toi] and diſquiet of body and mind, and 
have thereby ſo e my 
health, that it is not poſſible fol me to 
undergo the like any longer. His late 
Highneſs was indeed pleaſed to iavour 
me, and bear me out as much as he well 
could ; but was beſet with ſo many who 
made it their buſineſs to increaſe my 


* 
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burthen, that he was wrought upon te 


put Mr. Goodwin diſgracefully out of the 


council, only for being faithful to me; I 
ſay, only for that, becauſe I wrote many 
letters to know the cauſe, but could hear 
none. They prevailed with him to 
model the council, ſo that the major 
part were men of a profeſſed ſpirit of 
contradiction to whatſoever I would have, 
and took counſel together how to 7 
wait for me without a cauſe. They 

far prevailed, that if any officer could re- 
vile and clamour againſt me, he was re- 
ceived and preferred there; and they un- 
dertook to reduce the army by ſuch rules 
as would render me odious, and were pre- 
poſterous and abſurd here, though proper 
for an army in England; and were ſo far 
from aſking my opinion (though I was a 
little concerned), that when I obtruded it, 
I could get no reply of reaſons, but ma- 
giſterial rules which I muſt obey. Why 
ſhould I enumerate, when I conſider how 


little time your Highneſs hath to ſpare? | 
In ſhort, my life was made a burthen 


and had I not owed a natural and filial 
obedience, as well as a full ſubjection to 
his late Highneſs, I could not willingly 
have undergone it. I humbly beg your 
Highneſs's pardon for what I am about 
to ſay: I may not, unleſs your Highneſs 
commands me againſt my will, ny con- 
demns me to my grave, any longer un- 
dergo the charge I did in your father's 
life-time. I am-not able to live always 
in the fire; the great God, in whoſe pre- 
ſence I ſpeak this, he knows my heart. 
I do not this out of any froward humour, 
neither am I ſo vain as to deſign being 
courted ;, I am willing, nay deſirous, 
to ſpend my ſmall talent, whatſoever 
it is, in your Highneſs's ſervice, fo 
my taſk may be no more than I am able 
to perform. But I can hardly ſubmit to 
a combination of pragmatical men, who, 
as they will endeavour to impoſe on your 
Highneſs, as they did upon his late High- 
neſs, fo l may. juſtly fear they will think 
it the neareſt way to their ends, to miſ- 
repreſent me to your Highneſs, whoſe 
good eſteem and affection I value above 
any thing in this world, and which I will 
not hazard at any rate. Tis hard to 
expreſs my mind by writing, unleſs I 


ſhould ſwell a letter to a volume; and 


beſides, I have much to ſay, which is not 
fit to be written. I Know no expedient 
in the caſe but this (Which I do not offer 

M m Tt without 
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without due conſideration of the ſafety of 
the army in my abſence), that your High- 
neſs would give me leave to attend you 
in perſon for ſome ſhort time, where I 
doubt not but by conference I ſhall give 
your Highneſs abundant teftimony of my 

dutiful obedience to yout Highneſs, and 
of my readineſs and hearty defire to ſerve 
you, and of the ways and means which 
might capacitate me thereunto. For to 
ſay truth, it were a treaſonable folly for 
me to undertake a-fervice, which I be- 
forehand knew I have not ſtrength either 
of body or underftanding to manage to 
your Highneſs's advantage. Beſides, I 
deſire to be mſtrufted from your High- 
neſs's own mouth by what principles I 
ſhould ſteer, leſt T ſhould ignorantly do 
any thing which might juſtly diſpleaſe; 
and indeed I do not diffemble, if I ſay 
change of air and fome receſs is neceſſary 
for my health, which is the more dear to 
me, becauſe I ſeldom enjoy it twenty-four 
hours together. Thus I do faithfully 
ſpread my cauſe at your Highnels's feet: if 
your Highneis think not fitto hearken unto 
my petition, I ſhall keep the army in due 
obedience, and deliver it to whomſocver 
your Highneſs ſhall commit the charge 
thereof, and be truly thankful for that 
protection which you allow to the meaneſt 
of your Highneſs's ſubjects, and publicly 
profeſs entire love and tender affection to 
you, as my brother ; allegiance and per- 
fet ſubjcgion and obedience to your 
Highnels, as my rightful and undoubted 
ſupreme magiſtrate; and continually pray 
to God for your long life, and proſpe- 
rous and happy reign, &c. | 


LETTER LXXXVI. 
John Barn wick to Charles II. 


1 affairs, and yet, having this opportu- 
nity, 1 think it my duty to give your 
Majeſty ſome account of what I conceive 
the preſent condition of affairs are. 
About a week before Cromwell's death, 


he made his fon Richard generaliſſimo of - 


all the forces both by ſea and land ; but 
it was not till the very day before he 
died, that he nominated him his ſucceſſor, 
and that ſo ſlightly, that ſome doubt whe- 
ther he did it at all, It was juſtly expected 
by all men, that a matter of ſuch weight 
ſhould not be done without a formal in- 
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AM too ſhort-ſighted to write of ſtate . 
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ſtrument, under hand and ſeal before the 
council, &c. but thoſe that ſpeak the 
higheſt of this ſay, it was only verbal, 
before Thurloe and one of the commiſ- 
ſioners of the great ſeal ; and thoſe that 
duly ponder the proclamation, will have 
cauſe to think the penner of it did not 
believe ſo much. And though hitherto 
things paſs with fome ſmoothneſs in the 
former channel, yet there is ſome -ander- 


hand muttering already upon this point 


of his ſacceſſion, which makes them dread 
the very name of a parliament, and yet 
they are upon the very point of being 


forced to call one for want of money, 


Their debts are great, and no other vi- 
ſible way of raiſing any competent ſum. 
Whether this be the cauſe, or bis ſo 
tamely parting with the generalſhip of 
England, at leaſt to Fleetwood, or both, 
of young Cromwell's melancholy, I know 
not; but ſure it is, moſt men fay he is 
fick ; and yet thoſe, that are likeſt to 
know the diſeaſe, ſay, it is chiefly to give 
way to his council to do what they pleaſe, 
which ſome of them like well enough. 
There was fome confuſion at Whitehall 
the night before Cromwell's death, 
though clofely conveyed. Some of the 
grandees, diftroſting the place, removed 
their trunks out of the houſe, At 
leaſt fix hours before his death, the fifth- 
monarchy men ſent out their emiſſaries 
poſt into moſt parts of England, having 
notice how deſperate his condition was, 
They ſpeak their minds freely already, 
and have ſomething a-brewing in all 
likelihood. They have pitched upon 
Lambert for their general, and Hartiſon 
is content with the next command under 
him. Ever ſince old Cromwell had his 
eye upon the crown, he hath courted 


Lambert very much. One office he had 


was reſtored, with 2000/7. arrears, and 
his eftate was promiſed to be doubled 
from zool. per annum to fix ; and ftill 
they carry fair with him, and have ſent 
him mourning againſt the funeral. The 
want of money makes them fall ſhort of 
their firft deſign of the funeral pageantry. 
At firſt they propoſed to themſelves the 
funeral of king James for their pattern, 
and intended to go beyond it; but ſecond 
thoughts are wiſer. If a parliament 


come, the fifth-monarchy men will cut 
them out work both in the honſe and 
field. They hope Fleetwood will be no 
bitter enemy; and give out as if =_ 
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had Monk's army ſure on their fide, 
though not his perſon. If they have not 
learned the * ® * ® of bragging, there 
may be ſome cauſe of fear, left they get 
the ſaddle and ride us all; yet 
ſome of them ſay your Majeſty will need 
no other ſword but their own to make 
way to your throne, in caſe they claſh in 
earneſt ; for the weaker party will eſpouſe 
your Majeſty's caſe, and that upon your 
own terms, rather than yield to the other. 
I wiſh they may be true prophets. And 
I humbly crave leave to add, that foine 
perſons here of good —_ for wiſdom 
and fidelity to your Majeſty think this 
weill be more feaſible, if your own party 
he not too forward to engage on either 
ſide; and ſeeing your Majeſty having 
now no viſible force on foot, will make 
them more ſecure, and conſequently the 
more likely to quarrel among them- 
ſelves. I beſeech your Majeſty pardon 
this boldneſs. I was never cut out for 
a ſtateſman. If there be any thing in it 
of moment, your Majeſty's wiſdom may 
make uſe of it; if nothing, I hope your 
clemency will pardon it. That God 
would direct your Majeſty's counſels, pro- 
rect your perſon, and pioſper your de- 
ſigns, is a part of the daily prayer of 
your Majeſty's obſcure, but moſt loyal 
and faithtul ſervant, 


The great ſtormy Monday, Cromwell 
(upon a revelation they ſay) told his phy- 
ſicians, he ſhould now live to perfect the 
work. At his death, he had no fin 
that troubled him, but only his want of 
faith. 
(as the divines of that party do) a full 
aſſurance of remiſſion of ſins, and eter- 
nal ſalvation: and then it was no wonder 


he wanted it. | 
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Henry Cromwell to Fleetwood, i 


Dear Brother, | 
T RECE1VED the account you give of 

the petition of your officers, foi which 
I give you thanks, and eſpecially for 
your caution, that I ſhould not believe 
any thing concerning you till I had 
heard you. Truly it was ſeaſonable ad- 
vice; for I am told ſtrange things: and 

pray give me leave to expoſtulate with 
you. How came theſe 2 or 4300 officers 
together? If they came of their own 
heads, the bejng abſent from their charge 
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ty? If they met without leave in ſo 


By faith, 1 prefame, he meane. + led together] 
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without licenſe would have flown in their 
face, when they petitioned for a due ob- 
ſervance of martial diſcipline. If the 

were called together, were they not alſo 
taught what to ſay and do? If they were 
called, was it with his Highneſs's privi- 


great a number, were they told their er- 
ror ? I ſhall not meddle with the matter 
of their petition, though ſome things in 
it do unhandſomely reflect, not only 
upon his preſent, but his late Highneſs. 
I wiſh with all my heart, you were com- 
mander in chiet of all the forces in the 
three nations; but I had rather have it 
done by his Highneſs's eſpecial grace 
and mere motion, than put upon you in 
a tumultuary unſoldierly way. But, 
dear brother, I muſt tell you (and I can- 


not do it without tears), I hear that dirt 


was thrown upon his late Highneſs at that 
great meeting. They were exhorted to 
ſtand up for that good old cauſe, which 
had long lain aſleep, &c. I thought my 
dear father had purſued it to the laft. 
He died like a ſervant of God, and 
prayed for thoſe that defired to trample 
upon his duſt, for they were alſo God's 
people. O dear brother! let us not ren- 
der evil for good; let us not make his me- 
mory ſtink, before he is under ground: let 
us remember his laſt legacy, and even for 
his fake render his ſucceſſor conſiderable, 
and not make him vile, a thing of nought, 
and a bye-word. O! whither do theſe 
things tend! Surely God hath a con- 
troverſy with us. hat a hurly-burly 
is there made! A 100 independent mi- 
A council, as 

on call it, of 2 or 300 officers of a 
judgment ! Remember what has always 
befallen impoſing ſpirits, Will not the 
loins of an impoſing Independent or Ana- 


+ baptiſt be as heavy as the loins of an im- 


poſing Prelate or Preſbyter? And is it 
a dangerous error, that dominion is 
founded 'in grace when it is held by the 
church of Rome, and a found principle 
when it is held by the Fifth Monarchy ? 
Dear brother, let us not fall into the fins 
of other men, left we partake of their 
plagues. Let it be fo carried, that all 
the people of God, though under differ- 
ent forms, yea, even thoſe whom you 
count without, may enjoy their birth - 
right and civil liberty, and that no one 
party may tread upon the neck of ano- 
ther. It doth not become the magiſtrate 
to deſcend into parties; but can the 
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things you do tend to this end? Can 
thoſe things be done, and the world not 
think his Highneſs a knave, or a fool; or 
oppreſſed with mutinous ſpirits ? O dear 
brother, my ſpirit is ſorely oppreſſed 
with the conſideration of the miſerable 
eſtate of the innocent people of theſe 
three poor nations! What have theſe 
ſheep - done, that their blood ſhould be 
the price of our luſt and ambition? Let 
me beg of you to remember, . how his 
late Highneſs loved you, how he honoured 
on with the higheſt truſt in the world by 
8 the ſword in your hand, which 
muſt defend or deſtroy us: and his de- 
claring his Highneſs his ſucceſſor ſhews, 
that he. left it there to preſerve him and 
his reputation. O brother, uſe it to curb 
extravagant ſpits and buſy bodies; 
but let not the nations be governed by it. 
Let us take heed of arbitrary power. 
Let us be governed by the known laws 
of the land, and let all things be kept in 
their proper channels; and let the army 
be ſo governed, that the world may never 
hear of them, unleſs there be ocraſion to 
fight. And truly, brother, you muſt par- 
don me, if I ſay, God and man may re- 
quire this duty at your hand, and lay all 
miſcarriages in the army, in point of diſ- 
cipline, at your door. You ſee I deal 
freely and plainly with you, as becomes 
your friend, and a good ſubject. And 
the great God, in whoſe preſence I ſpeak 
this, he knows, that I do it not to re- 


proach you, but out of my tender af- 


fection and faithfulneſs to you; and you 
may reſt aſſured, that you ſhall always 
find me your true friend, and loving 
brother. 

October 20, 1658. 


LETTER IXXXVIII. 


Henry Cromwell to Lord Chancellor Cla- 
rendon. 


May it pleaſe your Lordſhip, 
WIEN the declaration was framing, I 
did abhor to be fo unreaſonable as 
to ſeek any particular proviſion for my- 
ſelf in it. But when I ſaw myſelt ſecured 


with the multitude, and when his Ma- 


jeſty by his ſpecial letters and promiſes 
i BF that though I had indeed eſcaped 
in the crowd, yet that he had a particular 
mercy for me; and when I ſaw he could 
not be prevailed upon to unſettle others, 
who perhaps (abating my name) were 
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ater offenders, I did then preſume to 
inſiſt upon that his mercy, nor could [ 
believe * ſome) that my ſo doing was 
diſhonourable unto his Majeſty. And 
your Lordſhip (being above making an 
intereſt by trampling upon the fallen, or 
by being bitter againft things that came 
to paſs by God's ſecret providence) have 
moſt nobly and chriſtianly patronized me 
in it, even to ſucceſs; and for this in a 
few words I give your Lordſhip my 


eternal thanks and prayers. 


I might, perhaps, have better expreſſed 
theſe my ſentimenrs ſome other way: 


yet I have preſumed to do it thus by : 
a letter, that there may remain a teſ- 


timony of infamy upon me, if ever I 
abuſe the admirable mercy I have found, 


either by future diſloyalty to his Majeſ- 


ty, or ingratitude to your Lordſhip. And 


I wiſh your Lordſhip would add one fa- | 


vour more, which is to aſſure his moſt 


excellent Majeſty, and his royal High- 


neſs (how hard or needleſs ſoever it be 
to believe me), that few can wiſh their 
royal perſons, family or intereſt, more 
proſperity and eſtabliſhment, than doth, 
may it pleaſe your Lordſhip, your Lord- 
ſhip's moſt obedient, moſt humble, and 


molt obliged ſervant. 


April gth, 1662. 


LET TIER LXEXIE 


Earl of L-—— to the Hon. Algernoon 
| Sidney. 


ISUSE of writing has made it uneaſy 
to me, age makes it hard, and the 


| weakneſs of ſight and hand, makes it al- 


moſt impoſſible. This may excuſe me to 
every body, and particularly to you, who 
have not invited me much unto it, but 
rather have given me cauſe to think that 


you were willing to ſave me the labour of 


writing, and yourſelf the trouble of read- 
ing my letters: for, after you had left 
me ſick, ſolitary, and fad at Penſhurſt, 
and that you had reſolved to undertake 
the employment wherein you have lately 
been, you neither came to give me 2 
farewel, nor did ſo much as ſend one 
to me, but only writ a wrangling letter 


or two concerning money, and Hoſkins, - 


and Sir Robert Honywood's horſe : and 
though both before and after your going 
out of England, you writ to vet other 


perſons ; the firſt letter that I received 
from you was dated, as I remember, 


. 
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the 14th of September; the ſecond in 


November, wherein you take notice of 
your mother's death; and if there were 
one more, that was all, until Mr. Ster 
came, who made ſuch haſte from Peng 
hurſt, that coming very late at night, 
he would not ſtay to dine the next day, 
nor to give me time to write, It is true, 
that ſince the change of affairs here, and 
of your condition there, your letters have 
been more frequent; and if I had not 
thought my ſilence better both for you 
and myſelf, I would have written more 
than once or twice unto you; but though 
for ſome reaſons I did forbear, I failed 
not to deũre others to write unto you, 
and with their own, to convey the beſt 
advice that my little intelligence and 
weak judgment could afford; particularly 
not to expect new authorities nor orders 
from hence, not to ſtay in any of the 
places of your negociation ; not to come 
into England, much leſs to expect a ſhip 
to be ſcnt for you, or to think that an 
account was, or would be expected of 
you here, unleſs it were of matters very 
different from your tranſactions there: 
that it would be beſt for you preſently to 
diveſt yourſelf of the character of a public 
miniſter; to diſmiſs all your train, and 
to retire into ſome ſafe place, not very 
near nor very far from England, that 
you might hear from your friends ſome- 
times. And for this J adviſed Hamburgh, 
where I hear you are, by your man 
Ppwel, or by them that have received 
letters from you, with preſents of wine and 
filh, which I do not reproach nor envy. 
Your laſt letter to me had no date of 
time or place; but by another at the 
ſame” time to Sir John Temple, of the 
28th of July, as I remember, ſent by 
Mr. Miſſonden, I gueſs that mine was 
of the ſame date. By thoſe that I have 
had, I perceive that you have been miſ- 


advertiſed ; for though I met with no 


effects nor marks of diſpleaſure, yet I 
find no ſuch tokens or fruits of favour, 
as may give me either power or credit 
for thoſe undertakings and good offices, 
which perhaps you expect of me. 

And now I am again upon the point 
of retiring to my poor habitation, having 
for myſelf no other deſign than to pals 


the ſmall remainder: of my days inno- 


cently and quietly ; and, if it pleaſe God, 
to be gathered in peace to my fathers, 
And concerning you, what to reſolye in 
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myſelf, or what to adviſe you, truly I 
know not; for you muſt give me leave to 
remember, of how little weight my opi- 
nions and counſels have been with you, 
and how unkindly and unfriendly you 
have rejected thoſe exhort#tions and ad- 
monitions, which in much affe&ion and 
kindneſs I have given you upon many 
occaſions, and in almoſt every thing, 
from the higheſt to the loweſt, that ha 
concerned you ; -and this you may think 
ſufficient to diſcourage me from putting 
my advices into the like danger; yet 
ſomewhat I will ſay: and firſt, I think it 
unfit, and (perhaps) as yet unſafe for you 
to come into England; for I believe 
Powel hath told you that he heard, when 
he was here, that you were likely to be 
excepted out of the general act of par- 
don and 'oblivion : and though I know 
not what you have done or ſaid here or 
there, yet I have ſeveral 'ways heard, 
that there is as ill an opinion of you as 
of any, even of thoſe that condemned the 
late King : and when I thought there 
was no other exception to you, than your 
being of the other party, I ſpoke to the 
general in your behalf ; whe told me, 
that very il] offices had been done you, 
but he would aſſiſt you as much as juſtly 
he could; and I intended then alſo to 
ſpeak to ſomebody elſe; you may gueſs 


whom I mean: but ſince that, I have 


heard ſuch things of you, that in the 
doubtfulneſs only of their being true, no 
man will open his mouth for you. I will 
tell you ſome paſſages, and you fhall do 
well to clear yourſelf of them. It is ſaid, 
that the Univerſity of Copenhagen 
brought their Album unto you, deſiring 
you to write ſomething therein, and that 
you did ſcriberg in albo theſe words: 


Manus hæc inimica tyrannis, | 
Euſe petit placida cum libertate quietem 


and put your name to it. This cannot 
chuſe but be publicly known, if it be 
true. It is faid alſo, that a miniſter, 
who hath married a Lady Laurence here 
of Chelſea, but now dwelling at Copen- 
hagen, being there in company with you, 
ſaid, I think you were none of the late 
King's judges, nor guilty of his death, 
meaning our King, Guilty! ſaid you; 
Do you call that guilt ? Why, twas the 
juſteſt and braveſt action that ever was 
done in England, or any where elſe; 
with other words to the ſame effect. It 
| 12 
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is faid alſo, that you having heard of'a 


to ſeixe upon you, or to cauſe” 


you to be taken priſoner, you took no- 
tice of it to the King of Denmark him- 
ſelf, and faid, I hear there is a deſign to 
ſeize upon mg: but who is it that hath 
that deſign? Eff-ce nofire bandit. By 
| which you are underſtood to mean the 
Ng. | 
Beſides this, it is reported, that you 
hare been heard to ſay many ſcornful 
and contemptueus things of the King's 
rſon and family; which, unleſs you can 
juſtify yourſelf, will hardly be 9 
or forgotten: for, ſuch perſonal offences 
make deeper impreſſions than public ac- 
tions either of war or treaty. ' Here is a 
reſident, as he calls himſelf, of the Kin 
of Denmark, whoſe name (as I hear) 1s 
Pedcombe; he hath viſited me, and of- 
fered his readineſs to give you any aſſiſt- 
ance in his power or credit with the Am- 
| baffador, Mr. Alfield, who was then ex- 
Red, and is now arrived here, und 
Path. had his firſt audience. I have not 
ſeen Mr. Pedcombe ſince; but within a 
few days I will put him in mind of his 
profeſſion of friendſhip to you, and try 
what he can or will do. Sir Robert Ho- 
ney wood is alſo come hither ; and, as I 
hear, the King is graciouſly pleased to 
admit him to his preſence, which will be 
ſomewhat the better for you, becauſe 


then the exceptions againſt your em- 


ployment and negociation, wherein you 
were colleague, will be removed; and 
you will have no more to an{wer for, 
than your own particular behaviour, I 
believe dir Robert Honey wood will be in- 
duſti ious enough to procure fatisfaction 
to the merchants in the buſineſs of mo- 
ney, wherein he will have the aſſiſtance 
ot Sir John Temple; to whom I refer 
you for that and ſome other things. 

J have little to ſay to your complaints 
of your Sitter Strayford's unequal re- 
turns to your affetion and Kindneſs,” but 
that I am ſorry for it, and that you are 
welt enough ferved for beſtowing fo 
much of your care where it was not due, 
and negledting them to whom it was due, 
and J hope you will be wiſer hereafter. 
She and ber huſband have not yet paid 
the thouſand pounds whereof you are to 
have your part by my gift; for ſo 
I think you are to underftan(t it, though 
your mother deſired it: and if for the 
payment thereof, .your being in Eng- 
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land or in ſome place not far off, be ne · 
ceſſary, as ſome pretend, ſor the ſealing 
of ſome writings, I think that, and other 
reaſons, ſufficient to periuade you to ſtay 
a while where you are, that. you may 
hear frequently from your friends, and 
they from you, I am wholly againſt 
your going into Italy as yet, till more 
may be known of your condition; Which, 
for the preſent, is hard; and I confeis 
that I do not yet fee any more than this, 
that either you muſt live in exile, or very 
N here ; and (perhaps) not ſafe · 
; for though the bill of indemnity be 
lately paſſed, yet if there be any parti- 
cular and great diſpleaſure againſt you, 
2s I fear there is, you may feel the cffeAs 
thereof from the higher powers, and re- 
ceive affronts from the inferior : there- 
fore you were beſt to ftay at Hamburgh ; 
which, for a northern ſituation, is a good 
place, and healthfu}. I will help you as 
much as I can in diſcovering and info; m- 
ing you of what concerns you; though 
as I began, ſo I muſt end, with telling 
you, that writing is now grown trouble» 
ſome to your affectionate, &c. 
London, Avg. 30, 1560. 
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The Hon, Algernoon Sidney to his friend, 
I AM forry I cannot in all things con- 
form myſelf to the advices of my 
friends ; if theirs had any joint concern- 
ment with mine, [ would willingly ſub- 
mit my intereſt to theirs ; but when I 
alone am inter: fled, and they only ad- 
viſe me to come over as ſoon as the act 
of indemnity is paſſed, becauſe they 
think it is beſt for me, I cannot wholly 
lay aſide my own judgment and choice, 
I confels, we are naturally inclined to de- 
light in our own country, and I have a 
particular love to mine; and I hope I 
have given ſome teſtimony of it. I think 
that being exiled from it is a great evil, 
and would redeem myſelf from it with 
the laſs of a great deal of my blood: 
but when that country of mine, which 
uſed to be eſteemed a paradiſe, is now 
like tu be made a ſtage of injury; the 
liberty which we hoped to eſtabliſh op- 
pieſſed, all manner of profanenels, 
looſeneſs, luxury, and -lewdneſs ſet up in 
its height ; inſtead of piety, virtue, ſo- 
| | bricty, 


Sir, 


An 
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briety, and modeſty, which we hoped 
God, by our hands, would have intro- 
duced ; the beſt of our nation made a 
prey to the worſt ; the parliament, court, 

army corrupted, the people enſlaved, 
all things vendible, and no man fafe, but 
by ſuch evil and infamous means as flat- 
tery and bribery ; what joy can I have in 
my own country in this condition? Is it 


a pleaſure to ſee all that I love in the 


world, fold and deftroyed ? Shall I re- 
nounce all my old principles, learn the vile 
court arts, and make my peace by bribing 
ſome of them? Shall their corruption 
and vice be my ſafety? Ah! no; bet- 
ter is a life among ſtrangers, than in my 
own country upon ſuch conditions, Whilſt 
I live, I will endeavour to preſerve my li 
berty; or, at leaſt, not conſent to the 
deſtroying of ir. I hope I ſhall die in 
the ſame principle in which I have lived, 
and will live no longer than they can 
preſerve me. I have in my life been 
guilty of many follics, but, as I think, 
of no meanneſs, 1 will not blot and de- 
fle that which is paſt, by endeavouring 
to provide for the future, I have ever 
had in my mind, that when God ſbould 
caſt me into ſuch a condition, as that I 


cannot fave my life, but by doing an in- 


decent thing, he ſhews me the time is 
come wherein I ſhould refign it. And 
when I cannot live in my own country, 
but by ſuch means as are worſe than dy- 
ing in it, I think he ſhews me I ought 
to keep myſelf out of it. Let them pleaſe 
themſelves with making the King glori- 
ous, who think a whole people may juſtly 
be facrificed for the intereſt and plealuie 
of one man and a few of his followers : 
let them r<joice in their ſubtilty, who, by 
betraying the former powers, have gained 
the how of this, not_only preferyed, 
but advanced themielves in theſe danger- 
ous changes. Nevertheleſs (perhaps) 
they may find the King's glory is their 
ſhame, his plenty the people's miſery; 
and that the gaining of an office, or a 
little money, is a poor reward for deſtroy - 
ing a nation, which if it were preſerved 
in liberty and virtue, woul.| truly be the 
moſt glorious in the world ! and that 
others may find they have, with much 
pains, purchaſed their own ſhame and 
miſery; a dear price paid for that which 
is not worth keeping, nor the life that is 
accompanied with it : the honour of Eng- 
liſh parliaments has ever been in mak 


ed! 
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ing the nation glorious and happy, not 
in ſelling and deſtroying the intereft of 
it, to Tatisfy the luſts of one man. Mi- 


ſerable nation ! that, from ſo great a 
height of glory, is fallen into the moſt 
deſpicable condition in the world, of hav- 
ing all its goed depending upon the 
breath and will of the vileſt perſons in 
it! cheated and fol] by them they truſt- - 
Infamous traffic, equal almoſt in 
guilt to that of Judas ! In all preceding 
ages, parliaments have been the piilars 
of our liberty, the ſure defenders of the 
oppreſſed ; they, who formerly could 
bridle Kings, and keep the balance equal 
between them and the people, are now 
become the inſtruments of all our oppreſ- 
ſions, and a ſword in his hand to deſtroy 
us: they themſelves led by a few in- 
tereſted perſons, who are willing to buy 


offices by themſelves by the miſery of the _ 


whole nation, and the blood of the moſt 
worthy and eminent perſons in it. De- 
teſtable bribes, worſe than the oaths now 
in faſhion in this mercenary court! I 
mean to owe neither my life nor liberty 
to any fuch means; when the innocence 
of my actions will not protect me, I will 
ſtay away till the ftorm be over-paſſed. 
In ſhoit, where Vane, Lambert, and 
Haſlerigg cannot live in ſafety, 1 can- 
not live at all. If I had been in Eng- 
land, I ſhould have expected a lodging 
with them : or, though they may be the 
firlt, as being more eminent than I, I 
muſt expect to follow their example in 
futfering, as I have been their compa- 
nion in acting I am moſt in amaze at 
the miſtaken informations that were ſent 
to me by my friends, full of expectations, 
of favours, and employments. Who can 
think, that they, who impriſon them, 
would employ me, or ſuffer me to live, 
when they are put to death? If I might 
live, and be einployed, can it be expected 
that J ſhould ſerve a government that 
ſeeks ſuch deteſtable ways of eſtabliſhing 
itſelf? Ah! no; I have not learnt to 
wie my own peace, by perſecuting and 
betraying my brethren, more innocent 
and worthy than myſelf, I muſt live by 
juſt means, and ſerve to juſt ends, or not 
at all, after ſuch a manifeſtation of the 
ways by which it is intended the Kin 
ſhall govern. I ſhould have renounce 
any place of favour into which the kind- 
neſs and induſtry of my friends might 
have advanced me, when I found thoſe 
| that 
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that were better than I, were only fit to 
be deſtroyed. I had formerly ſome jea- 
louſies, the fraudulent proclamation for 
indemnity increaſed the impriſonment of 
thoſe three men ; and turning out of all 
the officers of the army, contrary to pro- 
miſe, confirmed me in my reſolutions, 
not to return. | 

To conclude : the tide is not to be 
diverted, nor the oppreſſed delivered; 
but God, in his time, will have mercy on 
his people; he will ſave and defend them, 
and avenge the blood of thoſe who ſhall 
now periſh, upon the heads of thoſe who, 
in their pride, think nothing is able to 
oppoſe them. Happy are thoſe whom 
God ſhall make inſtruments of his juſtice- 
in ſo bleſſed a work. If I can live to ſee 
that day, I ſhall be ripe for the grave, 
and able to fay with joy, Lord! now let- 
teſt thou thy ſervant depart in peace, &c. 
(So Sir Arthur Haſlerigg on Oliver's 
death) Farewel. My thoughts as to 
King and ſtate, depending upon their 
actions, no man ſhall be a more faith- 
ful ſervant to him than T, if he make the 
good and proſperity of his people his 
glory; none more his enemy, if he doth 
the contrary. To my particular friends 
I ſhall be conſtant in all occaſions, and 
to you à molt affectionate ſervant. 


LETTER XCI. 


Sir William Temple to Sir William Co- 
VEntry . | 


Sir, | 
1 AM to acknowledge both the honour 

and obligation I received by yours of 
November the gth; the laſt of which 
ſeems ſo great in that light you give it, 
and by thoſe circumſtances I now lee at- 
tend it, that had it come from any other. 
hands I ſhould have wiſhed a thouſand 
times never to have received it : for, 
there are very few I deſire much to be 
obliged to; having always thought that 
a fort of debt which ought as duly to be 
paid as that of money, with more in- 
tereſt, and much greater difficulty of 
caſting up. But knowing that all gene- 
rous perſons are apt to favour and eſteem 
their own, rather ſuch whom they ob- 
lige, than ſuch as ferve them; I am ex- 
 tremely glad to have my name enter into 
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the knowledge of his Royal Highneſs, 
by his bounty and favour in the grant of 
thoſe paſſports, rather than any other 
way I could have taken ; and beg of you, 
that with my, humble thanks, his Royal 
Highneſs may know I enter into his ſer- 
vice with this advance of wages, which 
it ſhall be always my endeavour, as it is 
my duty, to deſerve. Iowe, and ſhould 
fay a great deal to yourſelf upon this oc- 
caſion, but that with my thanks for the 
thing itſelf, 1 am to join my complaints 
for the manner of it: I mean, that you 
ſhould trouble yourſelf to reaſon me out 
of any cuſtom or action you would have 
me leave off, or ſay any thing upon ſuch 
a ſubje&, beſides, that you with it had 
been otherwiſe z which, I defire you to be- 
lieve, ſhall in far greater matters be from 
your hand perſuaſion and command 
enough to me. My preſumptions may 
be great with my friends, but they are 
the eaſilieſt checked of any man's alive; 
which is all I ſhall ſay upon this occaſion 
as to the future; and for the paſt, I will 
only aſſure you that I ſhould not in the 
leaſt have offered at what J did, had it 
not been at the earneſt inſtance' of the 
Prince of Munſter's reſident here; and 
I am to make it my buſineſs abroad, to 
enter as far as I can into the ſecrets, and 
for that end into the affections of ſuch. 
miniſters as I have to deal with; and 
as ſome men are to be gained directly by 
their heart, ſo are others by their hands ; 
but another fault were eaſier to be borne 
than a long excuſe ; I will not add to it 
by our news, fince, of all [ write, I am 
ſure you know has much as you pleaſe : 
only, in general, our biſhop loſes not 
courage nor ſtrength upon all the great 
preparations of enemies, or diſappoint- 
ment of friends. The Dutch ſeem to be 
plagued by their own God, and to grow 
unhappy in their own element, the ſea 
having done them in the laſt ſtorms moſt 
extravagant harms; ſome letters from 


Amſterdam fay to the value of thirty, 


and others, of ſixty millions; their caſe 
may grow harder yet, if the froſts do ſo 
from the Munſter ſide. Our court here 
is paſſionate towards the league between 
the two crowns; as I am in the deſires of 
growing in your — and favour, 
and deſerving it by any teſtimonies I can 
give of my being, Sir, your moſt faith- 
ful humble ſervant, 


Bruflels, Dec. 15, S. N. 1665. 


Sect. I. 
LETTER xc. 
Sir William Temple to Dame Auguftine 
| Cary. 


Madam, ; | 

KNOW not whether the ſhame of 

having been ſo Jong in your debt, be 
greater than that of paying it fo ill at 
laſt, but I am ſure 'tis much harder to 
he excuſed, and therefore ſhall not at- 
tempt it, but leave it to Father Pi:cid's 
oratory, though having failed in the ſub- 
ſtantial part of your buſineſs, I have lit- 
tle reaſon to hope he will ſucceed better 
in the ceremonial part of mine. The 
truth is, there is ſo great a difference in 
common ſound between, It is done; and, 
It will be done, that I was unwilling to 
acknowledge the honour of having. re- 
ceived your Ladyſhip's conimands, be- 
fore I had compaſſed that of obeying 
them, which the Marquis here hath fo 
often aſſured me would fuddenly fall to 
my ſhare, that I thought we had both 


equal reaſon, his Excellency to do it, and 


I to believe it. This right I muſt yet do 
him, that I never preſſed him in this con- 
. cern of your Ladyſhip's but he told me 
all my arguments were needleſs, for the 
thing ſhould be done; and how to force 
a man that yields, I never underſtood : 
but yet I much doubt that till the reſult 
be given upon the groſs of this affair, 
which is and has been ſometime under 
view, your part in particular will hardly 
be thought ripe for either his . juſtice 
or tavour, which will be rather the ſtyle 
it muſt run in; if it be a defire of exemp- 
tion from a general rule given in the 
cate : whatever perſon (after the father's 
return) ſhal] be appointed to ohlerve the 
courſe of this affair, and purſue the la- 
dy's pretenſions here, will be ſure of all 
the aſſiſtance I can at any time give him; 
though I think it would prove'a more 

ublic ſervice to find ſome way of diſſolv- 
ing your ſociety, and by that means diſ- 
perting ſo much worth about the world, 
than, by preſerving you together, confine 
it to a corner, and ſuffer it to ſhine fo 
much leſs, and go out ſo much ſooner, 
than otherwiſe it would. The ill effects 
of your retreat appear too much in the 
ill ſucceſs of your buſineſs ; for I cannot 
think any thing could fail that your Lady- 
ſhip would ſolicit ; but, I preſume, no- 
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thing in this lower ſcene. is worthy either 


that, or ſo much as your deſire or care, 


which. are words that enter not your 
gates, to diſturb that perfect quiet and 
indifferency which I will believe inha- 


bit there; and by your happineſs decide 
the long diſpute, whether the greater 
lies in wanting nothing, or poſſeſſing 


much, | | . 
I cannot but tell you it was unkindly 
done to refreſh the memory of your bro- 
ther Da Cary's loſs, which was not 4 
more general one to mankind, than it 
was particular to me : but if I can ſuc- 
ceed in your Ladyſhip's ſervice, as well 
as I had the honour once to do in his 
friendſhip, I ſhall think I have lived to 
good -purpoſe here; and for hereaſter, 
ſhall leave it to Almighty God, with a 
ſuhmiſſion as abandoned as you can ex- 
erciſe in the low common concernments 
of this worthleſs life, which I can hardly 
imagine was intended us for ſo great.a 
miſery as it is here commonly made, or 
to betray ſo Jarge a part of the world to 
ſo much greater hereafter as is commonly 
believed. However, I am obliged to 


your Ladyſhip for your prayers, which.I 


am ſure are well intended me, and ſhall 
return you mine, that no ill thoughts 
of my faith may poſſeſs your Ladyſhip 
with an ill one of my works too ; which 
| am ſure cannot fail of being very me- 
ritorious, if ever I reach the intentions 
I have, of expreſſing myſelf upon all oc- 
cahons, Madam, your Ladythip's moſt 
humble and moſt obedient ſervant, 
Bruſſels, Feb. 16th, S. N. 1666. 


LITT | 
Sir William Temęle to Sir Philip Marauict. 


Sir, 8 

TP Hover it be more eaſy and more 

uſual to beg favours than to acknow- 
ledge them; yet I find you are reſolved 
to force me upon the laſt, without ever 
giving me time or occaſion for the other. 
How much I am obliged to you in my 
laſt diſpatch, I am told enough by Mr. 
Godolphin, but more by my own heart, 
which will never ſuffer me to believe, 
that a perſon to whom I have been fo 
long, and am ſo much a ſervant, ſhould 
be any other than kind to me ; for that 


is my way of judging my abſent friends, 
Nn „ and 
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and ſerves like a watch in my pocket, 
to meaſure the time, though I ſee no 
ſun. The very name of time puts me 
in mind, that yours is not to be ſpent 
idly, and that you are more pleaſed to 
oblige your friends than to receive their 
thanks; and therefore I will only ſay, 
that mine are very ſenſible and very 
hearty, and that no man is with more 
reaſon and with more ſincereneſs than 1 
am, Sir, your affectionate humble ſer- 


vant. | 
Bruſſels, March 


12, N. 8. 1666. 


LETTER XCIV. 
Sir William Temple to Lord Lifte. 


My Lord, 

I RECEIVED lately the honour ef one 
| from your Lordſhip, which after all 
complaints of ſlowneſs and dulneſs, had 
enough to bear it out, though it had been 
much better addreſſed, but needed no- 
thing, where it was, befides yours. In 


my preſent ſtation, I want no letters of 


buſineſs or news, which makes thoſe that 
bring me marks of my friends remem- 
brance, or touches at their preſent 
thoughts and entertainments, taſte much 
better than any thing can do that is 
common fare. 

I agree very much with your Lord- 
ſhip, in being little ſatisfied, by the wits 
excuſe, of employing none upon rela- 


tions, as they do in France; and doubt 


much, it is the ſame temper and courſe 
of thoughts among vs, that makes us nei- 
ther act things worth relating, nor re- 
late things worth the reading, Whilſt 
making ſome of the company laugh, and 
others ridiculous, is the game in vogue, 
J fear we ſhall hardly ſucceed at any 
other, and am forry our courtiers ſhould 
content themſelves with ſuch victories as 
thoſe, I would have been glad to have 
ſeen Mr. Cowley, before he died, cele- 

brate Captain Douglas's death, who 
ſtood and burnt in one of our ſhips at 
Chatham when his ſoldiers left him, be- 
cauſe it ſhould never be ſaid a Douglas 
quitted his poſt without order ; whether 
it be wiſe in men to do ſuch actions or no, 
Jam ſure it is ſo in ſtates to honour them; 
and if they can, to turn the vein of wits, 
to raiſe up the eſteem of ſome qualities 
above their real value, rather than bring 
every thing to but leique, which if it be 


"tiers if I come over. 
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allowed at all, ſhould be fo only to wiſe 
men in their cloſets, and not to wits, in 
their common mirth and company. But 
I leave them to be reformed by great 
men's examples and humours, and know 
very well, it is folly for a private man 
to touch them, which does but bring 
them like waſps about one's ears. How- 
ever I cannot but bewail the tranſitori- 
neſs of their fame, as well as other men's, 
when I hear Mr. Waller is turned to bur- 
leſque among them while he is alive, 
which never happened to old poets till 
many ages after their death ; and though 
] never knew him enough to adore him, 
as m_ have done, and eaſily believe he 
may be, as your Lordſhip ſays, enou 
out of faſhion, yet J _ at to think 
ſome of the old cut-work bands were of 
as fine thread, and as well wrought, as 
any of our new points; and at leaft, that 
all the wit he and his company ſpent-in 
heightening love and friendſhip, was bet- 
ter employed, than what is laid out fo 
prodigally by the modern wits, in the 
mockery of all forts of religion and go- 
vernment. 3 
I know not how your Lordſnip's letter 
has engaged me in this kind of diſcourſes; 
but I know very well you will adviſe me 
after it, to keep my reſidency here at 
long as I can; foretelling me what ſuc- 
ceſs I am like to have among our cour- 
The beſt on't ig, 
my heart is ſet ſo much upon my little, 
corner at Sheen, that while I keep that, 
no other diſappointments will be very 
ſenſible to me ; and becauſe my wife tells 
me ſhe is ſo bold, as to enter into talk of 
enlarging our dominions there, I am 
contriving here this ſummer, how a ſuc- 
ceſſion of cherries may be compaſſed from 
May to Michaelmas, and how the riches 
of Sheen vines may be improved, by half 
a dozen forts which are not yet known 
there, and which I think much beyond 
any that are. I ſhould be very glad to 
come and plant them myſelf this next 
ſeaſon, . but know not yet how thoſe 
thoughts will hit: though I deſign to ſtay 
but a month in England, yet they are 
here very unwilling I ſhould ftir, as all 
people in adverſity are jealous of being 
forfaken ; and his Majeſty is not willing 
to give them any diſcouragement, whe- 
ther he gives them any aſſiſtance or no. But 
if they end the campaign with any good 
fortune, they will be better humoured 
'n 


in that as well as all other points; and 
it ſeems not a very unlikely thing, the 
French having done nothing in fix 
months paſt but harraſs their army, and 
being before Liſle engaged in a fiege, 
which may very well break the courſe of 
their ſucceſs ; they have not yet made the 
leaſt advance upon any of their out- works, 
but been beaten off with much loſs in all 
their aſſaults ; and if that King's deſign 
be to bring his nobility as low as he has 
done his people, he is in a good way, and 
may very well leave moſt of the brave 
among them in their trenches there, 

I had not need wiite often at this 
length, nor make your Lordſhip any new 
profeſſions of my being, my Lord, your, 


Bruſſels, Auguſt —, 1667. 


LETTER Te. 
Lord Liſte ie Sir William Temfle. 


Sir, 
SINE I had your Jaſt letter, I have 
made you no acknowledgment of it: 
a retirement is in ſeveral reſpects like the 
night of one's life, in the obſcurity and 
darknefs, and in the ſleepineſs and doſed- 
neſs: which I mention to put you in 


mind that 1 am only by my poſture of 


life apt to be failing towards you. 

What is of court or aſſemblies near 
us is at my Lord Crofts's. Sir Thomas 
Ingram this ſummer hath made no noiſe 
at all, Old Lady Devonſhire keeps up 
her feaſts ſtill; and that hath been of late 
Mr. Waller's chief theatre: the aſſem- 
bly of wits at Mr. Comptroller's will 
ſcarce let him in; and poor Sir John 
Denham is fallen to the ladies alſo: he is 
at many of the meetings at dinners, talks 
more than ever he did, and is extremely 
r with thoſe that ſcem willing to 

ear him; and from that obligation ex- 
ceedingly praiſes the Dutcheſs of Mon- 
mouth and my Lady Cavendith ; if he 
had not the name. of being mad, I be- 
lieve in moſt companies he would be 
thought wittier than ever he was: he 
ſeems to have tew extravagancies beſides 
that of telling ſtories of himſelf, which 
be is always inclined to: ſome of his ac- 

quaintance ſay, that extreme vanity was 


= _ of his madneſs, as well as it is an 
. n 


I . 
. 


All perſons of note hereabouts are go- 
"s to their winter-quarters at London. 
The burning of the city begins to be 
talked of as a ſtory like that of the burn- 
ing of Troy. At Sheen we are like to 
be bare: Lady Luddal ſeems uncertain 
in her ſtay: and we hear that when Sir 
James Sheen and his lady were ready to 
come from Ireland, great cramps took 
my lady in her limbs : and Sir Jaines's 
ſervants doubt whether we ſhall fee him 
this winter, | 
I defire, Sir, your leave to kiſs my 
Lady Temple's hands, and my Lady 
Giffard's hands, by your letter, M 
daughter and I were in diſpute, which 
of us two ſhould write this time to Bruſ- 
ſels; and becauſe I was judged to have 
more leiſure, it fell to me, and my Lady 
Temple is to have the next from her. 

] wiſh you Sir, all good ſucceſſes in 


your buſineſſes, and am your very affee- 


tionate ſervant. 
September 26, 1667. 


LETTER XCVL 
Sir William Temple to Charles IT, 


May it pleaſe your Majeſty, 
IN = Bf wot” bom eras I had the 

honour of trying your Majeſty's yacht 
in ſuch a ſtorm as I never felt before, 
and a greatet ne man in her pretended 
ever to have ſeen. The fortune of your 
_ affairs helped us to the diſco- 
very of a pilot boat at a diſtance from the 
coaſts, that brought us happily in, with- 
out which we had paſſed ſuch another 
night at ſea as I ſhould not care to do 
for any thing your Majeſty could give 
me, befides your favour, and the occa- 
fions of ſerving you: if we had miſcar- 
ried, your Majeſty had loſt an honeſt di- 
ligent captain, and ſixteen poor ſeamen, 
ſo beaten out with wet and toil, that the 
compaſſion I had then for them, I have 
ſtill about me, and aſſure your Majeſty, 
that five or ſix more will be neceſſar 
for your yacht; if you vſe her to ſuch paſ- 
ſages as this: but for the reſt I believe 
there is not ſuch a boat in the world. 
She returns with a long, but final and 
happy account of my buſineſs, to my 
Lord Arlington, and with the Count de 


Dona, Who. will be better company than 
'2 long ill letter, and deſerves your Ma- 


Nuns . 


jeſty's 
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jeſty's welcome by his other qualities, as 


well as his particular devotions for your 

Majeſty's perſon and ſervice. | 
J cannot end this letter without con- 

gratulating with your Majeſty upon the 


ſucceſs of your reſolution, which occa- 


ſioned my journey hither ; and which is 


generally applauded here as the wiſeſt 


and happieſt both for your kingdoms - 


and your neighbours, and the moſt ho- 


nourable to your Majeſty's perſon, that 


ever was taken upon any occaſion by any 
Prince. And the ſtrange ſucceſs of it 
hath been anſwerable to the reſt of your 
Majeſty's fortunes, and fo amazing, that 
the expreſſions made of it here every 
hour are altogether extraordinary, not 
to* ſay extravagant. 
God in Heaven continue your Ma- 
jeſty's good health, and good councils, 
and good fortunes, and then I ſhall have 
nothing more to wiſh, but that you may 
pardon the favits, and accept of the 
humble and hearty devotions of, Sir, 
your Majeſty's moſt loyal and molt obe- 
dient ſubject and ſervant. 
Hague, Jan. 29, N. S. 1668. 


LETFER XVII. 
Sir Wilkam Temple to Lord Arlington. 


My Lord, = 
| I AM forry his Majeſty ſhon]d meet 

with any thing he did not look for 
at the opening of this ſeflion of parlia- 
ment; but confeſs 1 do not ſec why his 
Majeſty ſhould not only confent, but en- 
courage any enquiries or diſquiſitions they 
delire to make in the miſcarriages of 
the late war, as well as he has done al- 
ready in the matter of accounts: for, if 
it be not neceſſary, it is a King's eaſe and 
happineſs to content his people, I doubt, 


as men will never part willingly with their 


monies unleſs they be well perſuaded it 


will be employed directly to thoſe ends 


tor which they gave it, ſo they will ne- 


ver be ſatisfied with a government un- 


leſs they ſee men are choſen into offices 
and employments by being fit for them, 
continued, ſor diſcharging them well; 
rewarded for extraordinary nierit, and 

uniſhed for rema kable faults. Beſides, 
in theſe caſes, his Majetty. diſcharges the 
hardſhip and ſeverity of all puniſhments 


upon the Parliament, and. commits no 
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force upon the gentleneſs of his own na- 
ture, While his ſubjects ſte, that no ten- 
derneſs of their Prince, nor corruption 


of miniſters, can preſerve them long 


from paying what they owe to any for- 
feits of their duty. Nor indeed can any 
Prince do juſtice to thoſe that ſerve him 
well, without punithing thoſe that ſerve 
him ill; fince that is to make their con- 
ditions equal whoſe deſerts are different. 
I ſhould not ſay this to any perſon but 
your Lordſhip, to whom I know part of 
that juſtice is due. But to ſay truth, the 
progreſs and end of the laſt war went fo 
much to my heart, and I hive heard fo 
much lately from Monfieur de Witt, con- 
cerning the carriage of it on our ſide, 
eſpecially what tell under his eye while 
he was abroad in the fleet, that I can- 
not but think the Parliament may he ex- 
cuſed for their warmth in this purſuit, 
But your Lordſhip can beſt diſcern by the 
courſe of debates, whether this proceeds 
from a ſteady intention upon a general 
good, or from ſome accidental diſtem- 
pers, from which the greateſt and beſt 
aſſemblies of men are not always free, 
eſpecially when they have continued long 
together. ; 

I beg your Lordſhip's pardon for my 
liberty in theſe diſcourſes, to which you 
were pleaſed to encourage me, by hear- 


ing me fo obligingly thote few minutes I 


was allowed for ſuch talk or thoughts at 
my laſt being with you, and from the 
ſenſe you then expreſſed of the abſolute 
neceſſity there was for his Majeſty to fall 
into a perfect intelligence with his Par- 


liament, eſpecially being engaged into 


an appearance of action abroad by the 
force of this preſent conjuncture. I an 
ever, &c. 


- Bruſſcls, March 2, N. S. 1668. 


LETTER XCVIE. 


Sir William Temple to Sir Orlando Bridg- 
man, Lord Keejer. 


My Lord, 
1 RECEIVED ſome days ſince the ho- 
nour of one from your Lordſhip of the 
gth paſt, and though I owe all the ac- 
knowledgments that can be upon it, yet 


| I will not ſo much wrong your Lordſhip's. 
time or my own ſincereneſs, as to en- 


large them with much ceremony. It * 


- 
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de enough to ſay, that nothing can be 
more obliging than your favour to me, 
both in the degree and manner of it, 
ariſing ſo freely from your Lordſlup's 
bounty and geuerouſneſs, as well as ex- 
pueſſed in a way lo frank and to hearty 
as that of your laſt letter; and on the 
other fide, that no man can reſent it 
more, though they may much better de- 
ſerve it; and that your Lordthip can 
never reckon more truly nor more jultly 
upon any perſon's eſteem and ſervices, 
than upon mine, which I humbly beg 
vour Lordſhip to believe. I doubt you 
will be troubled with my wife's attend- 
ances, having told her your Lordihip 
had given her that liberty; if the ever 
pretends your favour and countenance 


further than in receiving what the King 
has made my due upon this employment. 


while J have it, or what his Majcity thall 
from his own motion aſſign me, upon any 
new commiſhon, I diſclaim her hefore- 
hand, and declate ſhe goes not upon my 
errand ; for I ſhall! never think that too 
little which his Majetty thinks enough: 
for the reſt, I will be confident, neither 
our Lordſhip nor my Lord Arlington 
intend I ſhould ruin myſelf by my em- 
ployments, or that I ſhould at my own 
charge bear out a character, which of it- 
ſelf is enough to tun round a head that 
has all its life, till theſe laſt three years, 
been uſed to ſhade and filence. In caſe 
the occahon ſhiould break, and my jour- 
ney to Aix ſhould yet fail, I aſk nothing 


ot his Mijefty, though putting mytelt in 


a poſture to comply with any ſudden ne- 
ceſſity of jt has already forced me to en- 
ter into very conſiderable expences; but 
in caſe I mutt go, I beg your Lordſnip, 
hat has children, to conſider how 
hard it would be for me to perform ſuch 
2 journey upon my own credit. What- 
ever i be that his Majetty thinks fit to 
aſſign me upon ſuch an occaſion, if he 
pleates ro order Alderman Backwell to 
turniſh me with a letter of credit for fo 
much, let it be what it will, I will live 
according. to what that and my own 
-Iittle revenue will reach, and not ſpare 
any Intle preſents I have received in his 
Majeſty's ſervice, where his honour re- 
. quires it: all 1 defire is, only not to be 
torced into debts, which, to ſay the 
truth, I have ever abhorred; and would 
by my good will eat dry cruſts, and lie 
upon the floor, rather than do it upon 
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any other conſideration than of his Ma- 
jeity's immediate commands, and I hope 
thoſe his juſtice, and my friends favours 
will prevent. F 

I beg your Lordſhip's pardon. for 
troubling you with this ſtrange freedom 
about my own concernments, which you 
have pleaſed to encourage me to, and 
may at any time check me in. it, with 
the leaſt diſcountenance, which I doubt 
I have already deſerved. But I will not 


increaſe or lengthen my faults by ex- 


cuſcs, nor trouble your Lordſhip, by re- 
peating any thing of what my Lord Ar- 
lington receives from me at large, upon 
the courſe of public affairs here 5 which 
though ſceming to change often, in others 
eyes, appears to me conſtant in the 
French deſign of a war; which I believe 
nothing can alter, but the vihble marks 
of force and ſteadineſs in their neigh- 
bours to oppoſe them. | 

I beg your Lordſhip's belief, that as 
I am with very great reaſon, ſo I am 
with very great paſſion too, my Lord, 
your, &c. 

Eruſſels, April 3, 1668. 


L ET TIR n 


Sir William Temple to tbe Earl Ner- 
thumberland, 


My Lord, | 
BY the ſame poſt which brought me 
the honour of a late letter from your 
Lordſhip, I received from other hands 
the news of my Lord of Northumber- 
land's having left you to the ſucceſſion 
of all his honours and fortunes: which 
gives me the occaſion of acknowledging 
your Lordſhip's favour and memory; 
and at the ſame time of condoling with 
you upon the loſs of a father, whole great 
virtues and qualities muſt needs have 
made fo many ſharers with you in this 
afflictiun. 1 hope the help which is given 
your Lordſhip by fo many of your ſer- 


vants and friends upon this occation, will 


ſerve to caſe your own. part in it: and” 


that after all that can be offered up to 
decency, and to the memory of ſo great 
and excellent a perfon, this will find your 
Lordſhip rather taken up with the imita- 
tion of his virtues than the bewailing of 
tis lofs : ſince this is but what he owed 
to nature and to age, and to n 
| 0 
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of long infirmities; and the other is what 
Will be due from your Lordſhip all your 
life to your birth, your family, and 

yourſelf. Nor indeed can ever ſo much 
depend upon ſo few paces, as will now, 


upon thoſe your Lordſhip fhall make at 


our firſt ſetting out: fince all men will 
preſaging by them the courſe of your 
journey; as they will have indeed in- 
fluence upon the eaſe as well as the direc- 
tion of it. For iny on part, I expect 
a great increaſe of your Lordſhip's per- 
tonal honour upon this occaſion : and that 
having been fo excellent a ſon of a fa- 
mily, you will ſhew yourſelf the ſame in 
being now a father of it ; ſince nothing 
makes met fit to command, like havin 
learnt to obey ; and the ſame good 2 
and good dilpoſitions make men ſucceed 
well in all the ſeveral offices of lite. 
Thoſe I know will be your Lordſhip's 
fafety in entering upon a ſcene, where 
you will find many examples to avoid, 


\ 


And ſew to imitate : for I have yet ſeen 


none fo generally corrupted as ours at 
this time, by a common pride and affecta- 
tion of deſpiſing and laughing at all face 
'of order and virtue, and conformity to 
Jaws ; which, after all, are qualities that 
moſt condace to the happinels of a public 
nate, and the eaſe of a private life. 

But your Lordſhip will, I hope, make 
2 great example, initead of needing other 
than thoſe of your own family, to which 
to much honour, order, and dignity, 
have heen very peculiar; as well as the 
confequences of them in the general ap- 
Plaule and the particular efterm of all 
thoſe who have had the honour to know 
and obſerve it; among whom there is 
none more deſirous to expreis that incli- 
nation by his ſervices, nor that has more 
of it at heart than, my Lord, your Lord- 
ſhip's moſt faithtul and moſt humble 
krvant. | 


Hague, June 17, S. N. 1670. 


LETT-ER-C, 


Earl of Clarendon to the Duke of York, on 
the Dutches's turning Catholic. 


HAVE not prefumed in any manner to 
approach your royal preſence, ſince I 
have been marked with the brand of ba- 
niſhment ; and I would ſtill with the fame 


forbear this preſumption, if I did not be- 


lieve myſelf bound by all the obligations 
of duty to make this addreſs to you. 1 
have been too much acquainted with the 

eſumption and impudence of the times, 
in raiſing falſe and ſcandalous reproaches 
upon innocent and worthy perſons of all 

ualities and degrees, to give credit to 
thoſe bold whiſpers which have been too 
long ſcattered abroad concerning your 
wife's being ſhaken m her religion; but 


when thoſe whiſpers break out into noiſe, 


and public perſons begin to report, that 
the Dutcheſs is become a Roman Catho- 
lie; when I heard that many worthy per- 


ſons of = 6 wr rm devotion to your 


Royal Highneſs are not without tome 
tear and apprehenſion of it, and many 
reflettions are made from thence io the 
prejudice of your royal perfon, and even 
of the King's Majeſty, I hope it may not 
miſbecome me, at what diſtance ſoever, 
to caſt myſelf at your feet, and beſeech 
you to Jook on this matter in time, and 
to apply ſome antidote to expel the 
poiſon of it. 

It is not poſſible your royal Highneſs 
can be withont zeal and entire devotion 


for that church, for the purity and pre- 


ſervation whereof your bleſſed father 


made himſelf a facrifice, and to the re- 


ſtoration whereof you have contributed 
fo much yourſelf, and which highly de- 
ler ves the King's protection, and yours, 
ſince there can be no poſſible detection 
in the hearts of the people, while due fe- 
verence is made to the church. 

Vour wife is generally believed to have 
ſo perfect a duty and entire reſignation 
to the will of your Royal Highnels, that 
any defection in her from her religion, 
will be for want of circumſpection in you, 
and not uſing your authority, or to your 
connivance. I need not tell the ill con- 
ſequence that ſuch a mutation would be 
attended with in reference to your Royal 
Highneſs, and even to the King him- 
ſelt, whole greateſt ſecurity (un ler God) 
is in the afeion and duty of his pro- 
teſtant fubjects. Your Royal Highneſs 
knows how far I have always been from 


wiſhing that the Roman Catholics ſhould - 


be proſecuted with ſeverity ; but I Tels 
wiſh it ſhould ever be in their power to 


be able to proſecute thoſe who differ 


from them, ſince we well know how lit- 
tle moderation they would or could uſe. 
And if this which people fo much talk 


of (I hope without ground) ſhould fall | 
3 , out, 
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out, it might probably raiſe a 
yr ſtorm agai 
wiſh; fince after ſuch a breach any jea- 
louſy of their preſumption would ſeem 
reaſonable. I have written to the Dut- 
cheſs with the freedom and affection of 
a troubled and. perplexed father. I do 
moſt humbly beſeech your Royal _ 
neſs by your authority to reſcue her 
from bringing a miſchief upon you and 
herſelf that can never he repaired ; and 
to think it worthy your wiſdom to re- 
move and diſpel thoſe reproaches (how 
falſe ſoever) by better evidence than con- 
tempt; and hope you do helieve, that 
no ſeverity I have or can undergo, ſhall 


in any degree leſſen or diminiſh my moſt 


rofound duty to his Majeſty and your 
Royal Highneſs ; but that I do with all 


imaginable obedience ſubmit to your. 


good pleaſure in all things. 


God preſerve your Royal Highneſs, 


and keep me in your favour. Sir, your 
Royal Highneſs's moſt humble and obe- 
dient ſervant. 


LETTER ci. 


Earl of Clarendon to the Dutcheſs of York, 
| on the ſame occaſion. 


* have much reaſon to believe that 
1 I have no mind to trouble you, or 
diſpleaſe you, eſpecially in an argument 
that is ſo unpleaſant and grievous to my- 
ſelf; but as no diſtance of a place that is 
between us, in reſpe& of our reſidence, 
or the greater diſtance in reſpe& of the 
high condition you are in, can make me 
leſs your father, or abſolve me from per- 
forming thoſe obligations which that re- 
lation requires from me; fo when I re- 
ceive any credible advertiſement of what 
reflefts upon you, in point of honour, 
conſcience, or diſcretion, I ought not to 


omit the informing you of it, or admi- 


niſtering ſuch advice to you as to my 
underſtanding ſeems reaſonable; and 
which I muſt ſtil] hope will have ſome 
credit with you. I will confeſs to you, 
that what you wrote to me many months 
ſince, upon thoſe reproaches which I told 
you were generally reported concernin 
your deſection in religion, gave me 
much ſatis faction, that I believed. them 
to proceed from that il] ſpirit of the times, 


the Roman Catho- B 
lics in general, than modeſt men can 


world ; and that Home perſons 
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that delights in ſlander and calumny. 
ut I muſt tell you that the ſame report 
increaſes of late very much, and 1 my- 
ſelf ſaw the laſt week a letter from Paris, 
from a perſon who ſaid the Engliſh am- 
baſſador aſſured him the day before, that 
the Dutcheſs was become a Roman Ca- 
tholic;; and, which makes greater impreſ- 
ſions upon me, I am affured that many 
good men in England, who have great 
affection for you and me, and who have 
thought nothing more impoſſible than 
that there ſhould be ſuch a change in 
you, are at preſent under much alflic- 
tion, with the obſervation of a great | 
change in your courſe of life, and that 
conſtant exerciſe of that devotion which 
was ſo notorious; and do apprehend from 
your frequent diſcourſes, that you have 
not the fame reverence and veneration 
that you uſed to have for the church of 
England ; the church m which you was 
baptized, and the church the beſt con- 
ſituated, and the moſt free from errors 
of any Chriſtian church this an, in the 
y their 
infinuations have prevailed with you to 
have a better opinion of that which is 
moſt oppoſite to it, the Church of Rome, 
than the integrity thereof deſerves. 
It is not yet in my power to believe, 
that your wit and underſtanding (with 
God's bleſſing upon both) can ſuffer you 
to be ſhaken farther than with melan- 
choly re flections upon the iniquity and 
wickecinets of the age we live in; which 
diſcredits- all religion, and which witk 


equal licenſe hreaks into the profeſſors 


ot all, and prevails upon the members 
of all churches, and whoſe manners will 
have no benefit from the faith of any 
church. \ 

I preſume you do not entangle your- 
ſelt in the particular controverſies between 
the Romaniſts and us, or think yourſelf 
a competent judge of all difficulties which 
occur therein: and therefore it mutt be 
ſome fallacious argument of antiquity 
and univerſality, confidently urged by 
men who know leſs than many of thoſe 
you are acquainted with, and oughtleſs 
to he believed by you, that can raiſe any 
doubts and icruples in you; and if you 
will with equal ten.per hear thoſe who are 
well able to inſtruct you in thoſe particu- 
lars, it is not poſlible for you to ſuck in 
that poiſon which can only corrupt and 
prevail over you by ſtopping your own 
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ears, and ſhutting your on eyes. There 
are but two perſons in the world who 
have greater authority with you than I 
can pretend to; and am ſure they both 
ſuffer more in this rumour, and would 
ſuffer much more if there were ground 
for it, than I can do: and truly I am 
as unlikely to be deceived myſelf, or to 
deceive you, as any man that endeavours 
to pervert you in your religion. And 
therefore, I beſeech you let me have o 
much credit with you, as to perſuade you 
to communicate any doubts or ſcruples 
which occur to you, before you iuffer 
them to make too deep an impicthon 
upon you. 

The common argument, that there is 
no falvation out of the church, and that 
the church of Rome is that only true 
church, is both irrational and untrue; 
there are many churches in which ſalva- 
tion may he attained, as well as in any 
one of them; and were many, even in 
the Apoſtles time; otherwiſe they would 
never have directed their Epiſtles to fo 
many ſeveral churches in which there 
were different opinions received, and 
very different. dorines taught. There 
is indeed but one faith in which. we can 
be ſaved, the ſtedfaſt belief of the birth, 
paſſion, and reſurrection of our Saviour 
and every church that receives and em- 
braces that faith is in a ſtate of ſalvation. 
If the Apoſtles preached true doctrine, 
the reception and retention of man er- 
rors does not deſtroy the eſſence of 2 
church; if it did, the church of Rome 
would he in as ill, if not in a worſe con- 
dition, than moſt other Chriſtian churches; 
becauſe its errors are of a greater mag- 
nitude, and more deſtructive to religion. 
Let not the canting diſcourſes of the uni- 
verſality and extent of the church, which 
has as little truth as the reſt, prevail over 
vou they who will imitate the greateſt 
part of the world muſt turn Heathens; 
for it is generally believed that above 
one half of the world is poſſeſſed by them, 
and that the Mahometans poſſeſs above 
one half of the remainder. There 1s as 
little quſtion. that of the reft, which is 
inhabited by Chriſtians, one part of four 
is not of the communion of the Church 
of Rome; and God knows in that very 
| communion there is as great diſcord in 
} opinion, and in matters of as great mo- 
ment, as is between the other Chriſtians. 


1 I hear you do in public diſcourſes diſ- 
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like ſome things in the Church of Eng- 


land, as the marriage of the clergy, 
which is a point which no Roman Catholic 


will pretend to be of the eſſence of reli- 


gion, and is in uſe in many places which 
are of the communion of the Church of 
Rome; as in Bohemia, and thoſe parts 
of the Greek Church which ſubmit to the 


Roman: and all men know, that in the 


late Council of Trent, the ſacraments of 
both kinds, and liberty of the clergy to 
marry, were very paſſionately preſſed 
both by the Emperor and King of France 
for their domimons ; and it was after- 
wards granted to Germany, though un- 
der ſuch conditions as made it ineffec- 
tual ; which however ſhews that it was 
not, nor ever can be looked upon, as a 
matter of religion, Chiiftianity was 
many hundred years old before ſuch a re- 
ſtraint was ever heard of in the church: 
and when it was endeavoured, it met 
with great oppoſition, and was never 
ſubmitted to. And as the poſitive inhi- 
bition. ſeems abſolutely unlawful, ſo the 


inconveniencies which reſult from thence, ' 
. will upon a guſt diſquiſition be found ſu- 


perior to thoſe which attend the liberty 
which the Chriſtian religion permits. 
J hoſe arguments which are not ſtrong 
e ough to draw perſons from the Roman 
communion into that of the Church of 
England, when cuſtom and education, 
and a long ſtupid reſignation of alk their 
faculties to their teachers, uſually ſhnts 
out all realon to the contrary ; may yet 
be abundant to retain thuſe who have 
been baptized, and bred, and inſtructed 
in the grounds and principles of that re- 
ligion 3 which are, in truth, not only 
founded upon the clear authority of the 
Scriptures, but upon the conſent of anti- 
quity, and the practice of the primitive 
church: and men who look inta anti- 
quity, know weil by what corruption 
and violence, and with what conſtant and 
continual oppaſition, thoſe opinions, 
which are contrary to ours, crept into 
the world, and how warrantably the au- 
thority of the Biſhop of Rome, which 
alone ſupports all the reſt, came to pre- 
rail; which has no more pretence of au- 
thority and power in England, than the 
Biſhop of Paris, or Toledo, can as rea- 
ſonably lay claim to; and is fo far from 
being matter of Catholic religion, that 
the Pope has ſo much and no morę, to 
do in France or Spain, or any * 


f 
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tholic dominion, than the crown and 
laws, and conſtitutions of ſeveral king- 
doms give him leave ; which makes him 
fo little (if at all) conſidered in France, 
and ſo much in Spain, and therefore the 
Engliſh Catholics, which attribute ſo 
much to him, make themſelves very un- 
warrantably of another religion than 
the Catholic Church profeſſes: and with- 
out doubt thoſe who deſert the Church 
of England, of which they are members, 
and become thereby diſobedient to the 
eccleſiaſtical and civil laws of their coun- 
try, and therein renounce their ſubjection 
to the ſtate, as well as to the church 
(which are grievous fins) had need of a 
better excuſe, than the meeting with 
ſome doubts which they could not an- 

ſwer; and leſs than a manifeſt evidence, 
that their ſalvation is deſperate in that 
communion, cannot ſerve their turn: 
and they who imagine they have ſuch an 
evidence, ought rather to ſuſpe& that 
their underſtanding has forſaken them, 
and that they are become mad, than that 
the church, which is repleniſhed with all 


learning and piety requiſite, can betray . 


them to perdition. 
Il beſeech you to conſider (which I 
hope will over-rule thoſe ordinary doubts 
and objections which may be infuſed 
into you), that if you change your reli- 


gion, you renounce all obedience and 
affection to your father, who loves you ſo - 


tenderly that ſuch an odious mutation 
would break his heart ; you condemn 
your father and your mother (whoſe in- 
comparable virtues, and piety, and devo- 
tion, have placed her in heaven) for 
having impioufly educated you; you de- 
clare the church and tate, to both which 
you owe reverence and ſubjection, to be, 
in your judgment, Antichriſtian : you 
bring irreparable diſhonour, ſcandal, and 
prejudice, to the Duke your huſband, to 
whom you ought to pay all imaginable 
duty; and who, I preſume, is much 
more precious to you than your own 
life; and all poſſible ruin to your child- 
ren, of whoſe company and converſation 
you muſt look to be deprived ; for God 
orbid, that after ſuch an apoſtacy you 
. ſhould have any power in the education 
of your children. You have many ene- 
mies, whom you would here abundant! 
tify, and ſome friends whom you wi 


by (at leaft as far in you lics) per- 
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| many others, 
who have deſerved well of ou. 


1 
* * 


fectly deſtroy; and affli& 


I know you are not inclined to any 
part of this miſchief, and therefore offer 
theſe conſiderations, as all thoſe particulars 
would be infallible conſequences of ſuch 
a concluſion. It is to me the ſaddeſt cir- 
cumſtance of my baniſhment, that I may 
not be admitted, in ſuch a ſeaſon as this, 
to confer with you, when I am confident 
I would fatisfy you in all doubts, and 
make it appear to you, that there are 
many abſurdities in the Roman religion, 
inconſiſtent with your judgment — — 
ſtanding; and many impieties incon- 
ſiſtent with your conſcience ; ſo that de- 
fore you can ſubmit to the obligations of 
faith, you muſt diveſt yourſelt of your 
A reaſon and comman ſenſe, and 
captivate the dictates of your conſcience, 
to the impoſitions of an authority which 
has net any pretence to oblige or adviſe 
you. If you will not with freedom com- 
municate the doubts which occur to you, 
to thoſe near you, of whoſe learning and 
piety you have had ſuch experience, let 
me conjure you to impart them to me, 
and to expect my anſwer before you ſuf- 
fer them to prevail over you, bleſs 
you and ours. 9 


LETTER cn. 
The Dutcheſs's Anfwer. 


HEREAS I have been ever from my 
infancy bred up in the Engliſh pro- 
teſtant religion, and have had very able 
perſons to inſtruct me in the grounds 
thereof, and I doubt not but I am ex- 
err. to the cenſure of an infinite num- 
r of perſons, who are aſtoniſhed at my 
quitting it, to embrace the religion of the 
Roman Catholics (for which I have 
ever profeſſed a great averſion); and 
therefore I have thought fit to give ſome 
fatisfattion to my friends, by declaring 
unto them the reaſons upon which I have 
been moved to do it; without ehgaging 
myſelf in long and unprofitable diſputes 
touching the matter, 

I proteſt therefore, before God, that 
ſince my coming into England, no perſon, 
either man or woman, hath at any time 

rſuaded me to alter my religion, or 

th uſed any diſcourſes to me upon that 
DS. | ſubjeR, 
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which 
me, I was fo far from finding the ſatis- 
faction I expected, that I found nothing 


ſubje&. It hath. been only a rticular 
vour from God, who hath gra- 


_ Ciouſly pleaſed to hear the prayers I 


daily made unto him, both in France and 
Flanders whilſt I was there, that he would 
vouchſafe to bring me into the true church 
before 1 died, in caſe I was not in the 
right; and it was the devotion I ob- 
ſerved in the Catholics there, which in- 
duced me to make that prayer ; although 


my own devotion Quring all that time 


was very lender. I did notwithſtand- 
ing, all the time I was in thoſe countries, 
believe I was in the true religion ; nei- 


ther had I the leaſt ſcruple of it until 
November laſt, at which time reading 


Dr. Heylin's Hiſtory of the Reformation, 
had been highly recommended to 


but ſacrileges; and looking over the rea- 
ſons therein ſet down, which cauſed the 
ſeparation of the Church of England 
from that of Rome, I read three there, 
which to me were great impieties. The 
firſt was, That Hebry VIII. had caſt off 
the Pope's authority, becauſe he would 
not permit him to quit his wife and 
marry another. | | 

The ſecond, That during the minority 
of Edward VI. his uncle, the duke of 
Somerſet, who then governed all, and 
was the principal in that alteration, did 


greatly enrich himſelf with the goods of 


the church, which he engroſſed. 
And the third conſiſted in this, That 


queen Elizabeth, not being rightful heir 


to the crown, could not keep it, but by 
renouncing a churth which would never 
have allowed of ſuch injuſtice. I could 


not be perſuaded the Holy Ghoſt would 


ever have made uſe of ſuch motives as 
theſe were to change religion, and was 
aſtoniſhed that the biſhops, if they had 
no other intention than to eſtabliſh the 


doctrine of the Hagrug church, had not 
0 


attempted it before the ſchiſm of Henry 
VIII. which was grounded upon ſuch 
unjuſtifiable pretences. 

Reing troubled with theſe ſcruples, I 
began to make ſome reflections upon the 
points of doctrine wherein we differed 
trom the Catholics ; and to that purpoſe 
had recourſe to the Holy Scripture, and 
though 1 pretend not to be able perfectly 
to underſtand it, I found notwithſtanding 


—Jeveral points which ſcemed to me very church to the world's end, would 
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lainz ,and I cannot” but wonder that I 
Raid ſo long without taking notice of 
them. Amongſt theſe were, the real 
preſence of our Saviour in the ſacra- 
ments, the infallibility of the church, 
confeſſion, and prayers for the dead. I 
treated of theſe particulars ſeverally, with 
two of the moſt learned biſhops of Eng- 
land; and adviſing upon theſe ſubjects, 
they told me that it was to be wiſhed 
that the church of England had retained 
ſeveral things it altered: as for ex- 
ample, confeſſion, which without doubt 
is of divine inſtitution. They told me 
alſo, that prayer for the dead had been 
in uſe in the primitive church, during the 
firſt centuries; and that they themſelves 
did daily oblerve thoſe things, though 
they delired not publicly to own thoſe 
derives, And having preſſed one of 
them ſomething earneſtly touching theſe 
things, he frankly told me, that if he 
had been bred up in the Catholic reli- 
gion, he ſhould not have left it: but now 
being a member of that church which 
believed all the articles neceſfary to ſal- 
vation, he thought he ſhouid do ill to 
quit it, becauſe he was beholden to that 
church for his baptiſm, and he ſhould 
thereby give occaſion of great ſcandal 
to others. 

All theſe diſcourſes were a means to 
increaſe the deſire I had to embrace the 
Roman Catholic religion, and added 
much to the inward trouble of my mind; 
but the fear I had to be haſty in a matter 
of that importance, made me act warily, 
with all precautions neceſfary- in ſuch a 
caſe, '] 1 inceſſantly to God, that 

be pleaſed to inform me in the 
truth of theſe points whereof I doubted. 
Upon Chriſtmas-day, going to receive 
at the King's chapel, I found myſelt in 
greater trouble than ever I had been in; 
neither was it poſſible for me to be at 
quiet, until I had diſcovered myſelf to a 
certain Catholic who preſently brought me 

a prieſt. He was the firlt of them with 


whom LT ever converſed, and the more I 


converſed with him, the more I found 
myſelf to be confirmed in the reſolution 
I had-taken. It was, I thought, impol- 


. ſible to doubt of theſe words, This is 


my body ;“ and I am verily perſuad- 
ed that our Saviour, who is truth itſelf, 
and hath promiſed to continue with his 
never 
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ſuffer theſe holy myſteries to the laity, 
only under one kind, if it was incon- 
ſiſtent with his · inſtĩitution of that ſacra- 
ment. 

I am not able to diſpute touching 


theſe things with any body, and if I were, 
I would not go about to do it, but I con» . 


tent myſelf to have wrote this to juſtify 
the —_— I have made of my religion; 
and I call God to witneſs, I had not done 
it, had I believed I could have been ſaved 
in that church whereof till then I was a 
member. I proteſt ſeriouſly, I have not 
been induced to this by any worldly in- 
tereſts or motives ;z neither can the truth 


of this my proteſtation be rationally 
doubted by any perſon, ſince it was evi- 


dent that thereby 1 loſt all my friends, 


and very much prejudiced my reputation; 
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but having ſeriouſly conſidered with my- 
ſelf, whether I ought to. renounce my 
portion in the other world to enjoy the 
advantages of my preſent being here, I 
aſſure you I found it no difficulty at all to- 
reſolve the contrary, for which I render 

anks to God who is the author of all 
goodneſs. 

My only prayer to him is, that the 

r Catholics of this kingdom may not 

4 upon my account, and I 
beſeech God to grant me patience in my 
afflictions, and that what tribulations ſo- 
ever his goodneſs has appointed for me, 
I may fo go through with them, as that 
I may hereafter enjoy a happineſs for all 
eternity. - FRED 

Given at St. James's, the 2oth - 

of Auguſt 1670, 


——— Ä 
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BOOK THE SECOND. 
MODERN LETTERS. 
0 T 1 0 
MISCELLANEOUS OF EARLY DATE, 


a 


LETTER I. 


From James Howel, Eſq; to Sir J. F. at 
Leeds Caſtle. 


Sir, Weſtmin. 25 July 162 5. 
I. was a quaint difference the ancients 

did put betwixt a letter and an ora- 
tion ; that the one ſhould be attired like a 
woman, the other like a man: the latter 
of the two is allowed large ſide robes, as 
long periods, parentheſes, ſunilies, exam- 
ples, and other, parts of rhetorical flou- 
riſhes : but a letter or epiſtle ſhould be 
ſhort-coated and cloſely couched ; a hun- 


gerlin becomes a letter more handſomely 
than a gown ;. indeed we ſhould write as, 
we ſpeak ; and that's a true familiar let- 


ter which expreſſeth one's mind, as if he 
were diſcourſing with the party to whom 
he writes, 1n Fiecind and ſhort terms. 
The tongue and the pen are both of 
them interpreters of the mind ; but I 
hold the pen to be the more faithful of 
the two: the tongue in ud2 fofita, being 
ſeated in a moilt ſlippery place, may fail 


and faulter in her ſudden extemporal ex- 


preſſions; but the pen having a greater 


advantage of premeditation, is not fo 


ſubject to error, and leaves things behind 
it upon firm and authentic record. Now 
letters, though they be capable of any 
ſubject, yet commonly they are either 
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narratory, objurgatory, conſolatory, mo- 
nitory or congratulatory. The firſt con- 
fiſts of relations, the ſecond of reprehen- 
ſions, the third of comfort, the two laſt of 
counſel and joy : there are ſome who in 
lieu of letters write homilies z they preach 
when they ſhould epiſtolize : there are. 
others that turn them to tedious tractates: 
this is to make letters degenerate from 
their true nature. Some modern authors 
there are who have expoſed their letters 
to the world, but moſt of them, I mean 
among your Latin eptſtolizers, go freight- 
ed with mere Bartholomew ware, with 
trite and trivial phraſes only, liſted with 
pedantic ſhreds of ſchool-boy verſes. 

Others there are among our next tranſß- 
mayine neighbours eaſtward, who write 
in their own language, but their ſtyle is ſo 
ſoft and eaſy, that their letters may be 
ſaid to be like bodies of looſe fleſh with- 
out finews,' they have neither joints of 
art nor arteries in them ; they have a 


kind of ſimpering and lank hectic ex- 


preſſions made up of a bombaſt of words, 
and finical affected compliments only: I 
cannot well away with ſuch ſleazy ſtuff, 
with ſuch cobweb-compoſitions, where 
there is no ſtrength of matter, nothing 
for the. reader to carry away with him 
that may enlarge the notions of his ſoul. 
One ſhall hardly find an apothegm, ex- 
ample, fimile, or any thing of philoſophy, 


hiſtory, or ſolid knowledge, or as much 
1 2s 


Sect. II. 
as one new created phraſe in a hundred 


of them ; and to draw any obſervations 
out of them, were, as if one went about 
to diſtil cream out of froth ; inſomuch 
that it may be ſaid of them, what was 
ſaid of the Echo, That ſhe is a mere 
ſound and nothing elſe.” 

I return you your Balzac by this bearer : 
and when I found thoſe letters, wherein 
he is ſe familiar with his king, fo flat; 
and thoſe to Richlieu, ſo puffed with 
prophane hyperboles, and larded up and 
down with ſuch groſs flatteries, with 
others beſides, which he ſends as urinals 
up and down the world to look into his 
water for diſcovery of the crazy condi- 
tion of his body ; I forbore him further. 
So I am your moſt affectionate ſervitor. 


LETTER I. 


From the ſame to bis Father, upon bis firſt 


going beyond Sea. 


Broad-ftreet, London, 1ſt March 1618. 
Sir, ä 

2 SHOULD be much wanting to my- 

1 ſelf, and to that obligation of duty 
the law of God and his handmaid Nature 
hath impoſed upon me, if I ſhould nor 
acquaint you with the courſe ad quality 
of m airs and fortunes, eſpecially at 
this time, that I am upon point of croſf. 
ing the ſeas to eat my bread abroad. 
Nor is it the common relation of a fon 
that only induced me hereunto, but that 
moſt indulgent and coſtly care you have 
been pleaſed (in fo extraordinary a man- 
ner) to have had of my breeding (though 
but one child of fifteen) by placing me 
in a choice methodical ſchool (fo far diſ- 
tant from your dwelling) under a learned 
(though laſhing) maſter ; and by tranſ- 
3 me thence to Oxford, to be gra- 
vated ; and fo holding me ſtill up by 
the chin vntil I could ſwim without blad- 
ders, This patrimony of liberal educa- 
tion you have been pleaſed to endow me 
withal, I now carry along with me 
abroad, as a ſure inſeparable treaſure ; 
nor do I feel it any burden or incum- 
brance unto me at all; and what danger 
ſoever my perſon, or other things I 
have about me, do incur, yet I do not 
fear the loſing of this, either by ſhip- 
wreck, or pirates at ſea, nor by robbers, 
or fire, or any other caſualty on ſhore: 


and at my return to England, I hope at 


M O D E RN. 


285 


leaſt-wiſe I ſhall do my endeavour, that 
you may find this patrimony improved 
ſomewhat to your comfort. 


In this my peregrination, if I happen, 
by ſome accident, to be diſappointed of 
that allowance I am to ſubſiſt by, I muſt 
make my addreſs to you, for I have no 
other rendezvous to flee unto; but it 
ſhall not be, unleſs in caſe of great indi- 

nce. . 

The latter end of this week I am to go 
a ſhip- board, and firſt for the Low Coun- 
tries. I humbly pray your bleſſing may 
accompany me in theſe my travels by 
land and ſea, with a continuance of your 
prayers, which will be as ſo many good 
gales to blow me to ſafe port ; for I have 
been taught, that the parent's benedic- 
tions contribute very much, and have a 
kind of prophetic virtue to make the 
child proſperous. In this opinion I ſhall 


ever reſt your dutiful ſon, 


LCETTERS BY 


From the ſame to Dr. Francis Manſell, 
IFnce Principal of Jeſus College in Ox- 
ford. | 


Sir, London, 2oth March 1618. 
REING to take leave of England; and 
to launch out into the world abroad, 

to breathe foreign air a while, I thought 
it very handſome, and an act well be- 
coming me, to take my leave alſo of 
you, and of my dearly honoured Mother 
Oxford: otherwiſe both of you might 
have juſt grounds to exhibit a bill of 
complaint, or rather a proteſt againſt me, 
and cry me up; you for a forgetful 
friend ; ſhe for an ungrateful ſon, if not 
ſome ſpurious iſſue. To prevent this, I 
ſalute you both together: you with the 
beſt of my moſt candid affections; her 
with my moſt dutiful obſervance, and 
thank fulneſs for the milk the pleaſed to 
ive me in that exuberance, had I taken 
it in that meaſure ſhe offered it me while 
I flept in her lap : yet that little T have 
ſucked, I carry with' me now abroad, 
and hope that tis courſe of life will help 
to concoct it to a greater advantage, hav- 
ing opportunity, by the nature of my 
employment, to ſtudy men as well as 
books. The ſmall time 1 ſuperviſed the 
glafs-houſe, I got among thoſe Vene- 


tians ſome ſmatterings of the Italiag 
tongue, 
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you know, of ichool-language, is all the 
preparatives I have made for travel, TI 
am to go this week down to Graveſend, 
and ſo embark for Holland. I have got 
a warrant from the Lords of the Council 
to travel for three years any where, 
Rome and St. Omer's excepted. I pray 
tet me retain ſome room, though never 
fo little, in your thoughts, during the 
time of this our ſeparation ; and let our 
fouls meet ſometimes by intercourſe of 
Tetters : I promiſe you that yours ſhall 
receive the beſt entertainment I can make 
them, for I love you dearly, dearly well, 
and value your friendſhip at a very high 
rate. So with apprecation of as much 
happineſs to you at home, as I ſhall de- 
fire to accompany me abroad, I reſt ever 

Four friend to ſerve you. 


LETTER iv. 


From ame, Horwel, Eſq. to Dan. Cald- 
muell, Fjq; from Amflerdan. 


Amſterdam, April 10, 1619. 
My dear Dan, | 

HAVE made your friendſhip fo ne- 

ceſſary unto me for the contentment 
of my Fife, that happineſs itſelf would 
be but a kind of infelicity withont it: it 
is as needful to me, as fire and water, as 
the very air I take in, and breathe out; 
it is to me not only neceftudo, but neceſf- 
fas : therefore I pray let me enjoy it in 
that fair proportion that I defire to return 
unto you, by way of correſpondence and 
retaliation. Our firſt league of love, you 
know, was contracted among the muſes 
in Oxford; for no ſooner was I matricu- 
I#ted to her, but I was adopted to you; 
J became her ſon, and your friend, at 
one time : you know I followed you then 
to London, where our love received con- 
firmation in the temple, and elſewhere. 
We are now far aſunder, for no leſs than 
3 ſea ſevers. us, and that no narrow one, 
but the German ocean: diftance ſome- 
times endears friendſhip, and abſence 
ſweeteneth it; it much enhanceth the 
valve of it, and makes it more pre- 
e ious. 
that love which formerly uſed to be nou- 
riſned by perſonel communication and 
the lips be now fed by letters; let the 
pen ſupply the office of the tongue: let- 
ters have a ſtrong operation, they have 


tongue, which, beſides the little I have, 


Let this be verified in us; let 
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a kind of art like embraces ta mingle 
ſouls, and make them meet, though mil - 
lions of paces aſunder; by them we m 
converſe, and know how it fares wi 
each other as it were by intercourſe of 


ſpirits. Therefore among your civil ſpe- 


culations, I pray let your thoughts ſome- 
times reflect on me (your abſent ſelf), 


and wrap thoſe thoughts in paper, and fo 


ſend them me over ; I promiſe you they 
ſhall be very welcome, I ſhall embrace 
and hug them with my beſt affe&ions. 

Commend me to Tom. Bowyer, and 
enjoin him the like: I pray be no nig- 
gard in diſtributing my love plentifully 
among our friends at the inns of court : 
let Jack Toldervy have my kind com- 
mends, with this caveat, that the pot 
which goes often to the water, comes 
home cracked at laſt : therefore I ho 
he will be careful how he makes the 
Fleece in Cornhill his thoroughfare too 
often. So may my dear Daniel live 
happy and love his, &c. 


. 


From the ſame to Mr. Richard Altbam, 
41 his chamber in Grays-Inn.. 


Dear Sir, Hague, 3oth May 1619. 
1 HOUGH you be now a good way out 
of my reach, yet you are not out my 
remembrance ; you are ſtill within the 
horizon of my love. Now the horizon of 
love is large and ſpacious, it is as bound- 
leſs as that of the imagination ; and 
where the imagination rangeth, the me- 
mory is ſtill bufy to uſher in, and preſent 
the deſired object it fixes upon: it is love 
that ſets them both on work, and may 
be faid to be the higheſt ſphere whence 
they receive their motion, Thus you ap- 
pear to me often in theſe foreign travels ; 
and that you may believe me the better, 
I ſend you theſe lines as my ambaſſadors 
(and ambaſſadors muſt not lie) to inform. 
you accordingly, and to falute you. 

I deſire to kgow how you like Plow» 
den: I heard it often faid, that there is 
no ſtudy requires patience and conſtancy 
more than the common law ; for it is a 

ood while before one comes to any 

nown perfection in it, and conſequent! 
to any gainful practice. This (1 think) 
made Jack Chaundler throw away bis 
Littleton, like him that, when he could 
not catch the hare, ſaid, A pox * 
. a „„ 


M OD 
ber, ſhe is but dry tough meat, let her 


g0 it is not ſo with you, for I know you 

are of that diſpoſition, that when you 
mind a thing, nothing can frighten you 
in making conſtant purſuit after it fill 
you have obtained it : for if the mathe- 
matics, with their crabbedneſs and intri- 
cacy, could not deter you, but that you 
waded through the very midſt of them, 
and arrived to fo excellent a perfection; 
I believe it is not in the power of Plow- 
den to daſtardize or cow your ſpirits, un- 
til you have overcome him, at leaſtwiſe 
have ſo much of him as will ſerve your 
turn, I know you were always 2 quick 
and preſſing diſputant in logic and philo- 
ſophy; which makes me think your ge- 
nius is fit for law (as the Baron your ex- 
cellent father was), for a good logician 
makes always a good lawyer: and hereby 
one may give a ſtrong conjecture of the 
aptneſs or inaptitude one's capacity to 
that ſtudy and profeſſion ; and you know 
as well as I, that logicians who went un- 
der the name of Sophiſters, were the 
firlt lawyers that ever were. 

I ſhall be upon uncertain removes 
hence, until I come to Rouen in France, 
and there I mean to caſt anchor a good 
While; I ſhall expect your letters there 
with impatience. I pray preſent my ſer- 
vice to Sir James Altham, and to my 
good Lady your mother, with the reſt to 
whom it is due in Biſhopſgate-ſtreet, and 
elle where: fo I am yours in the beſt de- 
gree of friendſhip. „ 


SeR. II. 
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From the ſame to Dr. Tho. Prichard at 
Oxford, from Rowen. 


6th Auguſt 1619. 

HAVE now taken firm footing in 
France; and though France be one of 
the chiefeſt climates of compliment, yet 
Lcan uſe none towards you, but tell you 
in plain downright language, that in the 
lift of thoſe friends I left behind me in 
England, you are one of the prime rank, 
one whote name I have marked with the 
whiteſt (tone : if you have gained fuch a 
place amongſt the choiceſt friends of 
mine, I hope you will put me ſomewhere 
amongſt yours, though | but fetch up the 
rear, being contented to be the infima 
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ſpecies, the loweſt in the predicament of 

our —_— nod 1 

I ſhall ſojourn a good while in this city 

of a kn) I pray make me 
happy with the comfort of your letters, 
which I ſhall expect with a longing im- 
patience : I pray fend me ample adver- 
tiſement of your welfare, and of the reſt 
of your friends, as well upon the banks 
of Ifis, as among the Britiſh moun- 
tains, I pray preſent my ſervice to Sir 
Eubule Theolal, and fend me word with 
what pace Jeſus College new walls go up. 
1 will borrow my concluſion to you at 
this time of my countryman Owen: 


Uno non poſſum quantum te diligo venſs 
' Dicere, ſi ſatis eſt diflichon, ecce dues, 


cannot in one verſe my love declare 
if two will ſerve the turn, lo here they are, 


Whereunto I will add this firname 
Anagram, yours whole. 


* 
4 


LETTER VII. 
From the ſame to his Father, from Rouen. 


Sir, 7th Sept. 1619. 
Y OURS of the third of Auguſt came 

fafe to hand in an incloſed from my 
brother; you may make eaſy conjecture 
how welcome it was unto” me, and to 
what a height of comfort it raiſed my 
ſpirits, in regad it was the firſt I re- 
ccived from you fince I croſſed the ſeas: 


I humbly thank you for the bleſſing you 


ſent along with it. 

I am now upon the fair continent of 
France, one of nature's choiceſt maſter- 
pieces ; one of Ceres's chiefeſt barns for 
corn; one of Bacchus's prime wine-cel- 
lars, and of Neptunes beſt falt-pits ; a 
complete ſelf-ſufficient country, where 
there is rather a ſuperfluity than defect 
of any thing, either for neceſſity or plea- 
ſure, did the policy of the country cor- 
reſpond with the bounty of nature, in the 
equal diſtribution of the wealth amongſt 
the inhabitants ; for I think there is not 
upon the earth a richer country, and 
poorer people. It is true, England hath 
a good repute abroad for her fertility, 
yet be our harveſts never ſo kindly, and 
our crops never ſo plentiful, we have 


every year commonly ſome grain from 


and other 


thence, or from Daatzick, 
| b places, 
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places, imported by the merchant: be- 


ſides, there be many more heaths, com- 
mons, bleak barren hills, and waſte 
grounds in England, by many degrees, 
than 1 find here; and I am ſorry our 
country of Wales ſhould give more in- 
Rances hereof than any other part. 

1 his province of Normandy, once an 
. appendix of the crown of England, 
though it want wine, yet 1t yields the 
King as much demeines as asy one of the 
reſt ; the lower Norman hath cider for 


his common drink; and I viſibly ob- 


| ſerved that they are more plump and re- 
plete in their bodies, and of a clearer 
complexion, than thoſe that drink. alto- 
gether wine. In this great city of Rouen 
there be many monuments of the Eng- 
liſh nation yet extant. In the outſide of 
the higheſt ſteeple of the great church, 
there is the word GOD engraved in huge 
3 characters, every one almoſt as 
ong as myſelt, to make them the more 
viſible. In this ſteeple hangs alſo the 
greaieſt bell of Chriſtendom, called 
d'Amboiſe, for it weighs near upon 
. toity thoutand pound weight. There is 
allo here St. Oen, the greateſt ſanctuary 
of the city, founded by one of our com- 
patriots, as the name 1mports : this pro- 
vince is alſo ſubje& to wardſhips, and 
no other part of France beſides; but 
whether the Conqueror tranflated that 
law to England from hence, or whether 
he ſent it over rom England hither, I 
cannot reſolve you. There is a marvel- 
lous quick trade driven in this town, be- 


_ cauſe of the great navigable river Se- 


quena (the Seine) that runs hence to Pa- 
ris, h. reon there ſtands a ſtrange bridge 
that ebbs and flows, that tiſes and falls 
with the river, it being made of boats, 
w herieon coach and carts may paſs over 
as well as men: beſides, this is the neareſt 
_ mercanule city that ſtands betwixt Paris 
and the fea. FR | | 

My laft to you was from the Low 
Countries, where I was in motion to and 
fro above four months; but I tear it miſ- 
carried, in regard you make no mention 
of it in yours. 

I begin more and more to have a ſenſe 
of the ſweetneſs and advantage of foreign 
travel: I pray when you come to Lon- 
don, to find a time to viſit Sir Robeit, 
and acknowledge his great favours to 
nie, and defire a continuanee thereof, 
according as I ſhall endeavour to deſerve 
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them. So with my due and daily ropes 

for your health, and a ſpeedy ſucceſsful 

iſſue of all your law buſineſſes, I humbly 

* your bleſſing, and reſt your duti- 
| ſon, T, 


LETTER VII. 


From fames Howel, * ſq; to Capt. Francis | 
Bacon, from Paris, 


Sir, Paris, zoth March 1620. 
I KECEIVED two of yours in Rouen, 

with the bills of exchange there in- 
cloſed ; and according to your directions 
- ſent you thoſe things which you wrote 
or. 

I am now newly come to Paris, this 
huge magazine of men, the epitome of 
this large populous kingdom, and ren- 
dezvous of all foreigners. The ſtruc- 
tures here are indifferently fair, though 
the ſtreets generally foul all the four ſea- 
ſons of the year; which I impute firſt 
to the poſition of the city, being built 
upon an iſle (the Iſle of France, made 
ſo by the branching and ſerpentine courſe 
of the river of Seine), and having ſome 
of her ſuburbs ſeated high, the filth runs 
down the channel, and ſettles in many 
places within the body of the city, which 
lies upon a flat; as alſo for a world of 
coaches, carts and horſes of all forts that 
go to and fro perpetually, fo that ſome- 
times one ſhall meet with a ſtop half a 
mile long of thoſe coaches, carts and 
horſes, that can move neither forward 
nor backward, by reaſon of ſome ſudden 
encounter of others coming a croſs-way ; 
ſo that often-times it will be an hour or 
two before they can diſentangle. In ſuch 
a ſtop the Great Henry was fo fatally 
flain by Ravillac. Hence comes it to 
pais, that this town (for Paris is a town, 
a city, and an univerſity) is always dirty, 
and it is ſuch a diit, that by perpetual 
motion is beaten into ſuch black unctuous 
oil, that where it ſticks no art can waſh. 
it off of ſome colours; inſomuch, that it 
may be no improper compariſon to ſay, 


that an ill name is like the crot (the dirt) 
of Paris, which is indelible z beſides the 
ſtain this dirt leaves, it gives alſo ſo 
ſong a ſcent, that it may be ſmelt many 
miles off, if the wind be in one's face as 
he comes from the freſh air of the coun- 
try i 
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try : this may be one cauſe why the plague 
is always in ſome corner or other of this 
vaſt city, which may be called, as once Scy- 
thia was, vagina fopulorum, or (as man- 
kind was called by a great philoſopher) 
a great mole- hill of aunts : yet I believe 
this city is not ſo populous as ſhe ſeems to 
be, for her form being round(as the whole 
kingdom is) the paſſengers wheel about, 
and meet oftener than they uſe to do in 
the long continued ſtreets of London, 
which makes London appear leſs popu- 
lous than ſhe is indeed; ſo that Londen 
for length (though not for latitude), in- 
cluding Weſtminſter, exceeds Paris, and 
hath in Michaelmas term more fouls 
moving within her in all places. It is 
under one hundred years that Paris is be- 
come ſo ſumptuous and ſtrong in build- 
ings ; for her - houles were mean, until 
a mine of white ſtone was diſcovered hard 
by which runs in a continued vein of 
earth, and is digged out with eaſe, be- 
ing ſoft, and is between a white clay and 
chalk at firſt : but being pulleyed up 
wich the open air, it receives a cruſty 
kind of hardneſs, and ſo becomes per- 
fect free-ſtone : and before it is ſent up 
from the pit, they can reduce it to any 
form: of this ſtone the Louvre, the 
King's palace, is built, which is a vatt 
tabric, tor the gallery warits, not much 
of an Italian mile in length, and will 
ealily lodge zoo men; which, ſome 
told me, was the end fur which the }aft 
King made it ſo big; that, lying. at the 
lag-end of this great mutinous city, if 
ſhe perchance ſhould riſe, the King might 
pour out of the Louvre ſo many thou- 
{and men unawares into the heart of her. 

am lodged here hard by the Baſtile, 
becauſe it is furtheſt off from thoſe places 
where the Engliſh reſort ; for I would 
go on to get a little language as ſoon as 
I could. In my next, I ſhall impart 
unto you what ſtate- news France affords ; 
in the interim, and always, I am your 
humole ſervant. 


LETTER 1X. 


Fem the ſame to Rickard Aliham, Eqs 
- from. Paris. N 


Dear Sir, Paris, iſt May 1620. 
],2VE is the marrow of friendſhip, 
and letters are the elixir of love; 


they are the beſt fue! of affetion, and 
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caſt a ſweeter odour than any frankin- 
cenſe can do: ſuch in odour, ſuch an 
aromatic perfume, your late Jetter brought 
with it, proceeding from the 

of thoſe dainty Gray of eloquence, 
which I found bloſſoming as it were in 
every line; I mean thoſe ſweet expreſ- 
ſions of love and wit, which in every pe- 
riod were intermingled with ſo much art, 
that they ſeemed to contend for maſtery 
which was the ſtrongeſt, I muſt confeſs, 
that you put me to hard ſhifts to correſ- 
with you in ſuch exquiſite ſtrains 
and raptures of love, which were fo 
lively, that I muſt needs judge them to 
proceed from the metions, from the di- 


aſtole and ſyſtole of a heart truly affected; 


certainly your heart did dictate every ſyl- 
lable you writ, and guided your hand all 
along. Sir, give me leave to tell you, 
that not a dram, nor a doſe, nor a fcru- 
ple of this precious love of yours is loſt, 
but is ſafely treaſured up in my breaſt, 
and anſwered in like proportion to the 
full: mine to you is as cordial, it is paſ- 
honate and perfect as love can be. 

I thank you for the defire you have 
to know how it fares with me abroad: I 
thank God I am perfectly well, and well 
contented with this wandering courſe of 
life a while: 1 never enjoyed my health 
better, but I was like to endanger it two 
nights ago; for being in ſome jovial 
company abroad, and coming late to our 
lodging, we were ſuddenly ſurpriſed by 
a cid of filous or night rogues, who 
drew upon us; and as we had exchan 
tome blows, it pleaſed God the Chevalier 
du Guet, an officer who goes up and 
down the ſtreets all night a horſeback to 
prevent diſorders, paſſed by, and fo reſ- 
cued us; but Jack White was hurt, and 
I had two thruſts in my cloak. There 
1s never a night paſſes, but ſome robbin 
or murder 1s committed in this town ; 


that it is not ſafe to go late any where, 


ſpecially about the Pont Neuf, New- 
bridge, though Henry the Great himſelt 
lies centinel there in arms, upon a huge 


Florentine horſe, and fits bare to every 


one that paſſeth ; an improper poſture 
methinks to a King on horſeback. Not 
long fince, one of the Secretaries of 
State (whereof there are always four), 
having been invited to the {uburbs of ©, 
Ge: mains to ſupper, lett arder with one of 
his lacqueys to bring him his horte about 
nine ; it 10 happened that a miſchance 

P p 7 befe} 


f 290 | 
befel the horſe, which lamed him as he 
went a watering to the Seine, inſomuch 
that the Secretary was put to beat the 
hoof himſelf, and foot it home ; but as 
he was paſſing the Pont Neuf with his 
lacquey carrying a torch before him, he 
might over-hear a noiſe of claſhing of 
ſwords, and fighting, and looking under 
the torch, and perceiving they were but 
two, he bad his lacquey ga on; they 
had not made many paces, but two armed 
men, with their piſtols cocked and ſwords 
drawn, made puffing towards them, 
whereof one had a paper in hjs hand, 
which he ſaid he had caſually took up in 
the ſtreets, and the difference between 
them was about that paper; therefore 
they defired the Secretary to read it, 
with a great deal of complunent : the 
Secretary took out his ſpectacles and fell 
_ a reading of the ſaid paper, whereof the 
ſubltance was, That it ſhould be known 
to all men, that whoſoever did pats over 
that bridge after nine o'clock at night in 
winter, and ten in ſummer, was to leave 
his cloak behind him, and in caſe of no 
cloak, his hat. 
at this, one of the comrades told him, 
that he thought that paper concerned 
| him; fo they unmantled him of a new 
pluſh cloak, and my Secretary was con- 
tent to go home quietly, and en cuerf o. 
This makes me think often of the exce]- 
Jent nocturnal government of our city of 
London, where one may paſs and repaſs 
ſecurely all hours of the night, if he gives 
good words to the watch. There is a 


gentle calm of peace now throughout all 


France, and the King intends to make 
a progrels to all the frontier towns of the 
kingdom, to ſce how they are fortified. 
The favourite Luines ſtrengtheneth him- 
ſelf more and more in his mintonſhip ; 
but he is much murmured at, in regard 
the acceſs of ſuitors to him is ſo difficult: 
which made a Lord ct this land ſay, 
That three ct the hardeſt things in the 
world were, to quadrate a circle, to find 
out the philoſopher's-ftone, and to ſpeak 
with the Duke of Luines. x 

I have ſent you by Vacandary, the 
poſt, the French beaver and tweeſes you 


writ for: beaver hats are grown dearer ' 


of late, becauſe the Jeſuits have got the 
monopoly ot them from the King. 

Farewel, dear child of virtue, and mi- 
nion of the muſes, and continue to 
love yours, &c. ä 


The Secretary ſtartipg 
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LETTEE IX. 


From James Howell, Eſq; to Sir James 
Crofts, from Paris. 


Sir, Paris, 12th May 1620, 
AM to ſet forward this week for Spain, 
and if I can find no commodity of 
embarkation ac St. Maloes, I muſt be 
forced to journey it all the way by land, 
and clamber up the huge Pyrenee hills; 
but I could not bid Paris adieu, till I 
had conveyed my true and conſtant re- 
ſpects to you by this letter. I was yeſter- 
day to wait upon Sir Herbert Crofts at 
St. Germains where I met with a French 
gentleman, who, amongſt other curioſi- 
ties which he pleaſed to ſhew me up 
and down Paris, brought me to that 
place where the late King was ſlain, and 
to that where the Marquis of Ancre was 
ſhot; and ſo made me a punctual rela- 
tion of all the circumſtances of thoſe two 
acts, which in regard they were rare, 
and I belizve two of the notableſt acci- 
dents that ever happened in France, 1 
thought it worth the labour to make you 
partaker of ſome part of his diſcourſe. 
France, as all Chriſtendom beſides 
(for there was then a t:uce betwixt Spain 
and the Hollanders), was in a profound 
peace, and had continued fo twenty years 
together, when Henry IV. fel] upon 
ſome great martial deſign, the bottom 
whereof is not known to this day; and 
being rich (for he had heaped up in the 
Baſtile a mount of gold that was as high 
as a lance), he levied a huge army of 
40, ooo men, whence" came the ſong, 
„The King of France with forty thouſand 
„ men; ' and upon a ſudden he put his 
army in perfect equipage, and ſome ſay 
he invited our Prince Henry to come to 
him to be a ſharer in his exploits, But 
going one afternoon' to the Baſtile, to ſee 
his - treaſure and ammunition, his coach. 
ſtopped ſuddenly, by reaſon of ſome col- 
liers and other caits that were in that 
narrow ſtreet ; whereupon one Ravillac, 


a lay-Jeſuit (who had a whole twelve- 


month watched an opportunity to do the 
act), put his foot boldly upon one of the 
wheels of the coach, and with a long 
knife ſtretched himſelf over their ſhoutd- 
ers who were in the boot of the coach, and 
reached the King at the end, and ſtabbed 
him right in tlie left fide to — 
0 an 


N % LY "TY * 


Sect. II. 


and pulling out the fatal ſteel, he doubled 
his thruſt ; the King with a ruthful voice 
cried out, Fe ſuis bleſſe (I am hurt), and 
ſuddenly the blood iſſued out at his 
mouth. The regieide villain was ap- 
prehended, and command given that no 
violence ſhould be offered him, that he 
might be reſerved for the law, and ſome 
exquiſite torture. The Queen grew half 
diſtracted hereupon, - who had been 
crowned Queen of France the day befote 
in great triumph ; but a few days after 
ſhe had ſomething to countervail, if not 
to overmatch, her forrow ; for according 
to St. Lewis's law, ſhe was made Queen- 
regent of France, during the King's 
minerity, who was then but about ten 


years of age. Many conſultations were 


held how to puniſh Ravillac, and there 
were ſome Italian phyſicians that under- 
took to preicribe a torment, that ſhould 
laſt a conſtant torment for three days; 
but he eſcaped only with this, his body 
was pulled between four horſes, that one 
might hear his bones crack, and after the 
dillocation they were ſet again; and fo he 
was carried in a cart ſtanding half naked, 
with a torch in that hand which had 
committed the murder, and in the place 
where the act was done it was cut off, 
and 2 gauntlet of hot oil was clapped 
upon the ſtump to ſtanch the blood; 


'whereat he gave a doletul ſhriek : then 


was he brought upon a ſtage, where a 
new pair of boots was provided for him, 
haiffilled with boiling oil; then his body 


' was pincered, and hot oil poured into the 


hules. In all the extremity of this tor- 


ue he ſcarce ſhewed any ſenſe of pain; 


but when the gauntlet was clapped upon 
his erm to ſtanch the flux at that time cf 
recking blood, he gave a ſhrick only. 
ite. bore up againſt all theſe torments 
Hot three hours before he died. All 
tne confeſſion that could be drawn from 
um was, That he thought to have done 
God good ſervice, to take away that 
Ring which would have embroiled all 
(Chriſtendom in' an endleſs war. 

A fatal thing it was that France ſhould 
ave three of her kings come to ſuch vio- 
ent deaths in fo ſhoit a revolution of 
ime. Hemy II. running at tilt with 
. Montgomery, was killed by a ſplinter 
ct a lance that pierced his eye: Henry 
III. not long after was killed by a young 
Itiar, who, in licu of a letter which he 


pietended to have for him, pulled out 
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of his long ſleeve a knife, and thruſt him 


into the bottom of the belly, as he was 
coming from his cloſe- ſtool, and fo diſ- 
patched him; but that regicide was 
hacked to pieces in the place by the no- 
bles. The ſame deſtiny attended- the 
King by Ravallac, which is become now 
a common name of reproach and infamy 
in France. | 

Never was king ſo much lamented as 
this ; there are a world not only of his 
pictures, but ſtatues up and down France; 
and there is ſcarce a market-town but 
hath him erected in the market - place, or 
over ſome gate, not upon ſign- poſts, as 
our Henry VIII.; and by e act of 
parliament, which was confirmed in the 
conſiſtory at Rome, he was entitled Henry 
the Great, and ſo placed in the temple of 
Immortality. A notable prince he was, 
and of an admirable temper of body and 
mind; he had a graceful facetious way 


to gain both love and awe : he-would be 


never tranſported. beyond - himſelf with 
choler, but he would paſs by any thing 
with ſome repartee, fume witty ſt. ain, 
wherein he was excellent. I will inſtance 
in a few which were told me from a good 
hand. One day he was charged by the 
Duke of Bovillon to have changed his 
religion: he anſwered, ** No, couſin, I 
„ have changed no religion, but an 
*« opinion :” and the Cardinal of Perron 
being by, he enjomed him to write a 
treatiſe for his vindicaticn ; the Cardinal 
was long about the work, and when the 
King alked from time to time where his 
book was, he would ſtill anſwer him, 
That he expected ſome manuſcripts from 
Rome before he could finiſh it. It hap- 
pened that one day the King took the 


Cardinal along with bim tb look on his 


workmen and new buildings at the 
Louvre; and paſſing by one corner which 
had been a long time begun, but leſt un- 
fniſhed, the King aſked the chief maſon 
why that corner was not all this while 


perfected? Sir, it is becauſe I wang 
' ©© ſame choice ſtones. — . No, no,” ſaid 


the King, looking upon the Cardinal, 
« jt is becauſe thou wanteſt manuſcripts 
« from Rome. Another time the old 
Duke of Main, who was uſed to play the 
droll with him, coming foftly into his 
bed-chamber, and thruſting in his bald 


head and long neck, in a poſture to make 


the King merry, it happened the King 
was coming from doing his eaſe, and ſpy- 
Pp” ng 


292 


ing him, he took the round cover of the 
. cloſe-ftool, and clapped it on his bald 
ſeonce, ſaying, ** Ah, couſin, you thought 
% once to have taken the crown 
«© my head, and wear it on your on; 
et but this of my tail ſhall now ſerve your 
. « turn. Another time, when at the 
ſiege of Amiens, he having fent for the 
Count of Soiſſons (who had ioo, ooo 
Franks a year penſion from the crown) to 
aſſiſt him in thoſe wars, and that the 
Count excuſed himſelf by reaſon of his 

ears and poverty, having exhauſted 
Fimſelf in the former wars, and all that he 
could do now was to pray for his Majeſty, 
which he would do heartily : this anſwer 
being brought to the King, he replied, 
% Will my couſin, the Count of Soiſſons, 
© do nothing elſe but pray for me ? tel} 
him that prayer without faſting is not 
« available; therefore Iwill make my 
* couſin faſt alſo from his penſion of 
<< 100,000 fer annum. 

He was once troubled with a fit of the 
gout; and the Spaniſh ambaſſador com- 
ing then to viſit him, and faying he was 
ſorry to ſee his Majeſty fo lame; he an- 
ſwered, ** As lame as I am, if there were 
© occaſion, your maſter the King of 
© Spain ſhould no ſooner have his foot 
« in the ſtirrup, than he ſhould find me 
© on horſeback.” 

By theſe few you may gueſs at the 
genius of this ſprightful prince 3 I could 
make many more inſtances, but then I 
ſhould exceed the bounds of a letter. 
When I am in Spain, you ſhall hear fur- 
ther from me; and if you can think on 
any thing wherein I may ſerve you, be- 

' Heve it, Sir, that any employment from 
you ſhall be welcome to your much 
obliged ſervant. | 


LETTER XI. 
From James Horbell, Eſq; to his Brother 
Dr. Howell. | 


Brother, Paris, Sth Sept. 1620. 
Ba to-morrow to part with Paris 
and begin my journey for Spain, I 
thought it not amiſs to ſend you this, in 
regard I know not when I ſhall have op- 
tunity to write to you again. 
7 This „ * a young king 
hath taken the ſceptre into his own hands, 
doth flouriſh very much with quietneſs 
and commerce; nor is there any motion, 
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or the leaſt tincamar of trouble in © 
part of the country, which is rart in 
France, Tis true the queen-mother is 


of diſcontented fince ſhe left her regency, 


being confined ; and know not what it 
may come to in time, for ſhe hath a 
ſtrong party ; and the murdering of her 
2 of Ancre will yet bleed, as ſome 
ear. a 
] was lately in ſociety of a gentleman 
who was a ſpeQator of that tragedy ; and 
he was pleaſed to relate to me the parti- 
— — was thus: When Henry 
IV. was flam, the Queen Dowager took 


the reins of the government into her 


hands during the young King's minority; 
and amongſt others whom ſhe advanced, 
Signior Conchino, a Florentine, and her 
foſter- brother, was one: her countenance 
came to ſhine ſo ſtrongly upon him that he 
became her only Pan # Bhs, and favourite, 
inſomuch that ſhe made him Marquis 
of Ancve, one of the twelve Mareſchals 
of France, Governour of Normandy, 
and conferred divers other honours and 
offices of truſt upon him; and who but 
he? The Princes of France could not 
endure the domineering of a ſtranger, 
therefore they leagued together to ſup- 
e him by arms : the Queen-regent, 
aving intelligence hereof, ſurpriſed the 
Prince of Conde, and clapped him up in 
the Baſtile ; the Duke of Main fled here- 
upon to Peronne in Picardy, and other 
great men put themſelves in an armed 
poſture to ſtand upon their guard. The 
youngKing being told that the Marquis of 
Ancre was the ground of this diſcontent- 
ment, commanded M. de Vitry, captain 
of his guards, to arreſt him, and in caſe 
of reſiſtance to kill him: this buſineſs 
was carried very cloſely till the next 
morning, that the ſaid Marquis was 
coming to the Louvre with a ruffling 
train of gallants after him; and paſling 
over the draw-bridge at the court-gate, 
Vitry ſtood there with the King's guard 
about him ; and as the Marquis entered, 
he told him that he had a commiſſion 
from the King to apprehend him, there- 
fore he demanded his fwerd : the Mar- 
=_ hereupon put his hand upon his 
word, ſome thought to yield it up, others 
to make oppoſition; in the mean time 
Vitry diſcharged a piſtol at him, and fo 
diſpatched him. The King, being above 
in his gallery, aſked what noiſe that was 
below; one ſmilingly anſwered, ©* No- 
«6 thing, 
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4e thing, Sir, but that the Mareſchal of 


® Ancre is flain.”'—* Who flew him?“ 
% The Captain of your guard,” — 


« Why?” „ Becavſe he would have 


% drawn his ſword at your Majeſty's 
« royal commiſſion.” Then the Ki 

replied, „ Vitry hath done well, and 

« will maintain the act.“ Preſently the 
Queen-mother had all her guard taken 
from her, except fix men and ſixteen 
women, and fo the was baniſhed Paris, 
and commanded to retire to Blois: An- 
cre's body was buried that night in a 
church-yard by the court; but the next 
morning the lacqueys and pages (who 
are more unhappy here than the appren- 
tices in Londen) broke open his grave, 
tore his coffin to pieces, ripped the wind- 
ing-ſheet, and tied his body to an aſs's 
tail, and fo dragged him up and down 
the gutters of Paris, which are none of 
the ſweeteſt ; they then ſliced off his ears, 


and nailed them upon the gates of the 


city; the reſt of his body they carried to 


the New Bridge, and hung him, his heels 


upwards and head downwards, upon a new 
gibbet that had been ſet up a little be- 
fore to puniſh them who ſhould ſpeak ill 
of the preſent government ; and it was 
his chance to have the maidenhead of it 
himſelf. His wife was hereupon appre- 
hended, impriſoned, and beheaded for a 


- witch ſome few days after, upon a ſurmiſe 


that ſhe had enchanted the Queen to dote 
ſo upon her huſband ; and they ſay the 
young King's picture was found in her 
cloſet in virgin-wax, with one leg melted 
away. A little after a proceſs was formed 
againſt the Marquis (her huſband), and 
ſo he was condemned after death. This 
was a right a& of a French popular fury, 
which like an angry torrent is irreſiſtible ; 
nor can any banks, boundaries, or dikes, 
ſtop the impetuous rage of it. How the 


young King will proſper after ſo high 


and an unexampled act of violence, by 
h-oinning his reign, and embruing the 
walls of his own court with blood in that 
manner, there are divers cenſures. 

When I am ſettled in Spain you ſhall 
hear from me; in the interim, I pray let 
your prayers accompany me in this long 
journey ; and when you write to Wales, 
L pray acquaint our — with my wel- 
fare, So I pray God bleſs ys both, and 
i-nd us a happy interview. Your loving 
brether, | 
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man, and the Duke aſkiug him what he 


LETTER xn. 


From the ſame to Mr. Thomas Porter, after 


Captain Porter, from Barcelona. 


Barcelona, toth Nov. 1620, 

My dear Tom, | 
I HAD no ſooner ſet foot upon this ſoil, 
and breathed Spaniſh air, but -my 
thoughts preſently reflected upon you: 
of alf my friends in England, you were 
the firſt I met here; you were the prime 
object of my ſpeculation ; methought the 
very winds in gentle whiſpers did breathe 


out your name and blow it on me; you 


ſeemed to reverberate upon me with the 
beams of the ſun, which you know hath. 
ſuch a powerful influence, and indeed too 
great a ſtroke in this country. And all 
this you mult aſcribe to the operations of 
love, which hath ſuch a ftrong virtual 
force, that when it faſteneth upon a 
pleaſing ſubject, it ſets the imagination in 
a ſtrange fit of working ; it employs all 
the faculties of the ſoul, ſo that not one 
cell in the brain is idle; it buſieth the 
whole inward man, it affects the heart, 
amuſeth the underſtanding ; it quickeneth 
the fancy, and leads the will as it were 
by a filken thread to co-operate with 
them all: I have felt theſe motions often 
in me, .eſpecially at this time that my 
memory is fixed upon you. But the rea-" 
ſon that I fell firſt upon you in Spain 
was, that I remembered I had heard you 
often diſcourſing how you have received 
part of your education here, which 
brought you to ſpeak the language fo 
exactly well. I think often of the rela- 
tions I have heard you make of this 
country, an the good inſtruction you 
pleaſed to give me. | 

I am now in Barcelona, but the next 
week I mrend to go on through your 
town of Valencia to Alicant, and thence 
you ſhall be ſure to hear from me farther, 
for I make account to winter there. The 
Dake of Offuna paſſed by here lately, 
and having got leave of grace to releaſe 
ſome flaves, he went aboard the Cape 
gallies, and paſſing through the churma 
of ſlaves, he zſked divers of them what 
their offences were: every one excuſed 
himſelf ; one ſaying, That he was put in 
out of malice, another by bribery of the 
judge, but all of them unjuſtly ; amongſt 
the reſt there was one little lurdy black 


Was 


* 


294 


was in for; „ Sir,” ſaid he, © I cannot 
« deny but Iam juſtly put in here, for I 
& wanted money, and ſo took a purſe 
« hard by Tarragone, to keep me from 
&« ſtarving.” The Duke, with a little 
ſtaff he had in his hand, gave him two or 
three blows upon the ſhoulders, ſaying, 
„ You rogue, what do you do amongit 
«fo many honeſt innocent men! get you 
« gone out of their company: fo he 
was freed, and the reſt remained ſtill 7n 
flatu quo privs, to tug at the oar. 

I pray commend me to Signior Ca- 
millo, and Mazalao, with the rcſt of 
the Venctians with you; and when you 
go aboard the Ship bchind the Exchange, 
think upon yours. | 


LETTHR XI. 
Fem Jane, Howell, EH; to Dr. Frans 


Alaiſei, frem Valentia. 


Hir, Valentia, iſt March 1620. 
HOUGH it be the fame glortous inn 
that ſhines upon you in England, 
which illuminates alſo this part of the 
hemiſphere ; though it be the ſun that 
ripeneth your pippins, and our pomegta— 
nates; your hops, and our vineyards 
here; yet he diſpenſeth his heat in dif. 


that do but warm you in England, do 
half roaſt us here; thoſe beams that irra- 
«diate only, and gild your heney-ſuckle 
fielde, do ſcorch and parch this chinky 
gaping ſoil, and ſo put too many wrinkKles 
vp the ſace of our common mother the 
earth, O blefted clime, O happy Eng- 
land, where thete 1s ſuch à rate temper— 
ature of heat and cold, and all the ref 
of elementary qualities, that ore may 
paſs (and ſuffer little) all the year long, 
without ether {lad in immer, or ire in 
winter. N 

T 2m now in Valentia, one of the po- 
beſt cities in all Spain, ſituate in a lange 
Wa or valley, above ſixty miles com— 
pats: here are the ſtrongeſt fils, the 
ſweeteſt wines, the excellenteſt almonde, 
the beſt o;15, and beautiſulleſt females of 
all Spain, ſor the prime covrictans in 
Madrid and elſewhere are had hence. 
The very brute anſinals make themſelves 
beds of roſemary, and other fragrant 
owers, hcereabout* ; and when one is at 
fea, if the wind blow firm the ſhore, be 
may ſmell this foil before he come in 
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ſight of it, many leagues off, by the 
ſtrong odoriferous ſcent it caſts. As it 
is the moſt pleaſant, ſo it is allo the tem- 
perateſt clime of all Spain; and they 
commonly call it the ſecond Italy, which 
made the Moors, wheteof many thouſands 
where diſterred and baniſhed hence to 
Barbary, to think that Paradiſe was in 
that part of the heavens which hung over 
this city.. Some twelve miles off 1s old 
Fagunto, called now Morviedre, through 


winch I paſſed, and faw many monuments 


of Roman antiquities therez amongſt 
others, there is the temple dedicated to 
Venus, when the ſnake came about her 
neck, a little before Hannibal came thither. 
No more now, hut that J heartily with 
you. were here with me, and I believe 
you would not defire to be 1 good while 
in England. So 1 am yours, 9 


LETTER Irv. 


"RO e i.” py Ne 3 
F cm the jame to C iſia her Jones, Fig; 
al oray 2 Inn. 


Alicant, 27h Mar. 1621. 

Abi now (thank: be to God) come 19 
Alicant, the chief rendezvous I aimed 
at in Spain; for TI am to fene hence « 
commudiy called bantiita to Su Robert. 
Mantel, for making of crvital glats; and 
I have treated with Signior Andriotti, a 
Genoa me-chant, fer a godd round parcel 
of it, to the value of 20007. by letters of 
credit from Nlaſter Richant; and upon 


his credit I might hare taken many thou— 


ſind pounds more, he is lo well known 
in the kingcom of Valentia, This barillia 
is a ſtrange kind of vegetable, and it 
gros no where upon the turface of the 
earth in that peif:&ion, as here. The 
Venetians have it hence, and it is a com- 
modity whereby this maritime town doth 
partly {ub{ift ; for it is an ingredient that 
does to the making of the beſt Caſtile 
1p, It orows thus: It is a round thick 
© ily mrub that bears berrics like bar- 
buiiies, betwixt blue and green; it lies 
clote to the ground, and when it is ripe 
then dig it up by the roots, and put it 
together in cocks, where they leave it to 
diy many dars };ke hay; then they make 
a pit of a fathoin deep in the earth, and 
wilt. an inſtrument like one of our prongs, . 
they take the tuſfs and put fire to them, 
and when the flame comes to the berries, 
tucy melt and diolve into an azure li; 
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quor, and fall down into the pit till it be 
tull; then they dam it up, and ſome days 
after they open it, and find this barillia 
juice turned to a blue ſtone, ſo hard that 
it is ſcarce malleable; it is ſold at one 
hundred crowns a tun, but I had it for 
leis. There is alſo a ſpurious flower 
called gazull, that grows here, hut the 
glaſs that is made of that is not ſo re- 
ſplenden: and clear. 1 have been here 
now theſe three months, and moſt of my 
food hath been grapes and bread, with 
other roots, which have made me fo fat, 
that 1 hink if you faw me you would 
hardly know me, ſuch nutritume this deep 
ſinguine Alicant grape gives. I have 


Not leceired a ſyllable from you ſince I 


was in Antwerp, which transforms me to 
wonder, and engenders odd thoughts of 
jealouly in me, that as my body grows 
tatter, your love grows lanker towards 
me. I pray take off theſe ſcruples, and 
let me hear from you, elle it will make a 
ſchiſm in friendſhip, which I hold to be 
a very holy league, and no leſs than a 
piacle toinf:inge it; in which opinion I 
teſt your conſtant friend. 


LETTER XY. 


From the ſame to bis Brother Dr. Hoxvell,. 


from on ſhip-board before Venice. 


Brother, 'gth May 1621. 
F this letter fail either in point of or- 
thography or ſtyle, you mult impute 
the firit io the tumbling poſture my body 
was in at the writing hereof, being 
z)upborrd ; the ſecond, the muddineis 


of my brain, which like lees in a narrow 


velicl, hath been ſhaken at fea in divers 
tempeſts near upon forty days, I mean 
natural days, which include the nights 
alſo, and are compoſed of twenty-four 
tours, by which number the Italian com- 
putes his time, andtelis the clock; for at 
the writing hereof I heard one from Ma- 
H mocco ſirike twenty-one hours. When 
I ſhall have ſaluted vonder virgin city 
that tands before me, and hath tantaliſed 
me now this te'nn'ght, 1 hope to cheer 
my ſpieits, and jettle my pericranium 
Again. 


ſeaſt touched, all thoſe ſeas which Horace 
and other poets ling of fo often, 2s the 
Ionian, the ZEgean, the Icaiian, the 
Tyrrhene, wich others; 2nd now we art 


M O D 


In this voyage we paſſed through, at 
coarſer dinie& . 
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in the Adrian ſea, in the mouth whereof 
Venice ſtands, like a gold ring in a bear's 
muzzle. We paſſed allo by Etna, by 
the Infames Scopulos, Acroceraunia, and 
through Sylla and Charybdis, about 
which the ancient poets, both Greek and 
Latin, keep ſuch a coil; but they are 
nothing ſo horrid or dangerous as they 
make them to be ; they are two white 
keen pointed rocks that lie under water 
diametrically oppoſed, and like two dra- 
gons defying one another; and there are 
pilots that in ſmall. ſhallops are ready to 
ſteer all ſhips that paſs. This amongſt 

divers others may ſerve for an inſtance that 
the old pocts uſed to heighten and hoiſe 
up things by their airy fancies above the 
reality of tiuth. ZEtna was very furious 
when we paſſed by, as ſhe uſeth to be 
ſometimes more than other, eſpecially 
when the wind is ſouthward, for then the 
is more ſubject to belching out flakes of 
fire (as ſtutterers uſe to ſtammer more 
when the wind is in that hole): ſome of 
the ſparkles fell ahoard us; but they 
would make us believe in Syracuſa, now 
Meſlina, that ina in times paſt hath 
eructated ſuch huge gobbets of fire, 
that the ſparks of them have burnt 
houſes in Malta, above fifty miles off, 
tranſported thither by a direct ſtrong 
wind. We paſſed hard by Corinth, now 
Kaguſa; but I was not fo happy as to 
touch there, for you know 


Non cuivis bomini contingit adire Corinthum, 


I converſed with many Greeks, but 
found none that could underſtand, much 
leis practically ſpeak, any of the old 
dialects of the piiſune Greek; it is ſo 
adulterated by the vulgar, as a bed of 
flowers by weeds ; nor is there any people, 
either in the iſland or on the continent, 
that ſpeaks it converſably : yet there are 
in the Morea feyen pariſhes called Za- 
concs, where the original Greek is not 
much degenerated, but they confound 
divers letters of the alphabet with one 
found z for, in point of pronunciation, 
there is no difizrence betwixt upſilon, 
iota, and eta. | 

The lait J received. from you was in 
Latin, whereof ! ſent you an anſwer from 
Spain in the {fame language, though in a 
I mall be a euck to 
Venice a good vie, therefore I delive a 
11 equency of co:ieipondence between us 
by lettes, for there will be convenicncy 
every 
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1 WAs plunged in a deep fit o 


every week of receiving and ſending. 
When you write to Wales, I pray ſend 
advice that I am come ſafe to Italy, 
though net Janded there yet.” So m 

dear brother, I pray God bleſs us both, 
and all our friends, and reſerve me to ſee 


you again with comfort, and you me, 


who am your loving brother, 


LETTER XVI. 


From Janes Hoxwell, Fſq; to Richard 


Altham, Ejq. 
Dear Sir, Venice, rſt July 1621. 
f melan 

choly, Saturn had caſt his black influ- 
ence over all my intellectuals, methought 
I felt my heart as a lump of dough, and 
heavy as lead within my breaſt; when a 
letter of yours of the third of this month 


was brought me, which preſently begot 


new fpirits within me, and made ſuch 
ſtrong impreſſions upon iny inteliectuals, 
that it turned and transformed me into 
another man. I have read ef a Duke of 
Milan and others who were poiſoned by 
reading of a letter; hut vours produced 
contrary effects in me, it became an an- 
tidote, or rather a moſt {overcign cordial 
to me, more operative than bezoar, of 
more virtue than potable gold, or the 
ehxir of amber, for jt wrought a ſudden 
careupon me: that fluent and rare mix- 


ture of love and wit which I found up 


and down therein, were the ingredients 
of this cordial; they were as fo many 
choice flowers. ſtrewed here and there, 


which did caſt ſuch an odoriferovs ſcent, - 


that they revived all my ſenſes, and diſ- 
pelled thoſe dull fumes which bed for- 
meily over-clouded my brain: fuch was 
the operotion of your moſt ingenious-and 
affeQionate letter, and fo (wet an enter- 
tainment it gave me. If your letter had 


that virtue, what would your perſon have 


cone ? and did you know all you would 
wiſh your perſon here @ While; did you 


|. know the rare beauty of this virgin city, 


you would quickly make love to her, and 
change your Royal Exchange for the 
Rialto, and vour Gray's-Inn- Walks for 
St. Mark's Place for a time. Farewel, 
dear child of virtue, and minion of the 
muſcs; and love ſtill yours. 


ELEGANT EPIST LES. 
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LETTER XVIL 


From the ſame to bis much honoured Friend 
Sir John North, Knig bt. 


Noble Sir, Venice, 13th July 1621, 
TI fit office of gratitude is, to re- 
ceive a good turn civilly, then to re- 

tain it in memory, and acknowledge it: 


thirdly, to endeavour a requital ; for this 


laſt office, it is in vain for me to attempt 
it ; eſpecially towards you, who have 
laden me with ſuch a variety of courteſies 
and weighty favours, that my poor ſtock 
comes far ' ew of any retaliation ;z but 
for the other two, reception and reten- 
tion, as I am not conſcious to have been 
wanting in the firſt act, ſo I ſhall never 
fail in the ſecond, becauſe both the ſe 
are within the compaſs of my power; tor 
if you could pry into my memory, you 
ſhould diſcover there a huge magazine 
of your favours you have been pleated to, 
do me, preſent and abſent, ſafely ſtored 
up and coacervated, to preſerve them 
from movIdering away in oblivion; for 
courteſies ſhould he no periſhable com- 
modity. Should I attempt any other re- 
quital, I ſhould extenuate your favours, 
and derogate from the worth of them ; 
yet if to this of the memory I can con- 
tribute any other act of body or mind, 10 
enlarge my acknowledgments towards 
you, you may be well aflured that I ſhall 
be ever ready te court. any occahon, 
whereby the world may kuow how much 
I am your thankful ſervitor. 


LET 3-1 & XVI. 


From the ſame to Rol ert Braun, Ei; at 
the Midale Temple, from Venice. 


Robin, Venice, 12th Aug. 1621, 
HAVE now enough of the maiden 
eity, and this week am to go further 
into Italy: for though I have been a 
good while in Venice, yet I cannot fay I 
have been hitherto upon the continent of 
Italy; for this city is nought elſe but a 
knot of iſlands in the Adriatic fea, joined 
in one body by bridges, and 'a good way 
diſtant from the firm land. I have lighted 
upon very choice company, your couſin 
Brown, and Maſter Web; and we all 
take the road of Lombardy, but we made 
an order among ourſelves, that our dif- 
| courſe 
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courſe be always in the gorge of the 
vor 


countiy, under penalty of a forfeiture, 
which is to be indiſpeniably paid. Ran- 
dal Symns made vs a curious feaſt lately, 
where in a cup of the richeſt Greek we 


| had your health, and I could not tell 


whether the wine or the rememifance of 

ou was fweeter ; for it was naturally a 
kind of aromatic wine, which left a fra- 
grant perfuming kind of farewel behind 


it. I have ſent you a runlet of it in the 


mip Lion, and if it come ſafe and un- 
pricked, I pray beſtow ſome bottles upon 
the lady (you know) with my humble 
ſervice. 
Symns, I pray acknowledge the good 
hoſpitality and extraordinary civilities I 
received from him. Before I conclude, 
{ will acquaint you with a common fay- 
ing that is uſed of this dainty city of 
Venice: 

Venetia, Venetia, chi non te vede non te pregia, 


Ma chi t ba trop veduto te diſpreggia. 


Engliſhed and hy med thus (though I 


know you need no tranflation, you un- 
derſtand ſo much of the Italian): 


Venice, Venice, none thee unſeen can prize; 
Who hath ſeen too much will thce deſpite. 


I will conclude wiih that famous hex- 


aſtic which Sannazaro made of this great 


city, which pleateth me much better: 


era: Hadriacis Vineta ebtunus in undi: 
Jlera: Had FVenetam Net d, 


Stare urbem, t& tot! ponere ura mari; 
Nenc mibi Tarpeias quantum vis, Jupiter, ar ces 
Cojice & illa tui mania Martis ait, 
Sic pelago Tibrim prefers, urbem aſpice utram- 
gue, 

Jam Lomines aices, hanc pofſuiſſe Deos. 
When Neptune ſaw in Adrian ſurges ſtand 
Venice, and give the fea laws of command: 
Sow Jove, {uid he, object thy Capitol, 
and Mars' proud walls: this were for to extol 
Tiber beyond the main; both towns behold; 


Rome, men thoul't fay, Venice the Gods did 
mould, | 


Sannazaro had given him by St. Mark 
a hundred zecchins for «every one of 
theſe verſes, which amounts to about 3091. 
It would he long before the city of Lon- 
don would do the like ; witneſs that cold 
reward, or rather thoſe cold drops of 
water, which were caſt upon my countrv- 
man Sir Hugh Middleton, for bringin 
Ware river through her ftreets, the wol 
ſerviceable and x holeſomeſt benefit that 
ever ſhe received. 


The parcel of Italian books that you 
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When you wiite next to Mr. 


of our univerhitics. 


297 
write for, you mall receive from Mr. 
Leat, if it pleaſe God to ſend the ſhip to 
ſafe port; and I take it as a favour that 
you employ me in any thing that _ 
conduce to your contentment, becauſe 
am your ſe1ious ſer vito. 


LETTER XIX. 
From the ſame 10 Chriftopher Jones, Eſq; 


at Grays- Inn, from Naples. 


Honoured Father, $th OR. 1621. 
] MUST ill ſtyle you fo, ſince I was 

adopted your fon by fo good a mother 
as Oxford : my mind lately prompted me 
that I ſhould commit a great ſoleciſm, if 
among the reſt of my friends in England, 
I ſhould leave you unſaluted, whom L 
love ſo dearly well, ſpecially having ſuch 
a fair and pregnant opportunity as the 


hand of this worthy gentleman your cou- 


ſin Morgan, who is now poſting hence 
for England. He will tel] you how it 
fares with me; how any time theſe thirty 
odd months I have been toſſed from ſhore 
to ſhore, and paſſed under various meri- 
dians, and am now in this voluptuous and 
luxuriant city cf Naples: and though 
thele frequent removes and tumblings 
under climes of differing temper were not 
without ſome danger, yet the delight 
which accompanied them was far greater; 
and it is impoſſible for any man to con- 
ceive the true pleaſure of peregrinaygon, 
but he who actually enjoys and puts It in 
practice. Believe it, Sir, that one year 
well employed abroad by one of mature 
judgment (which you know I want very 
much) advantageth more in point of uſe- 
ful and ſolid knowledge than three in any 
You know running 
waters are the pureſt, fo they that tra- 
verſe the world up and down, have the 
cleareſt unde ſtanding; being faithful 


eye · witneſſes of thoſe things which others 


receive but in truſt, whereunto they muſt 
1eld an intuitive conſent, and a kind of 
implicit faith, When J paſſed through 
ſome parts of Lombardy, among other 
things J obſerved the phyſiognomies and 
complexions of the people, men and wo- 
men; and | thought I was in Wales, for 
divers of them have a caſt of counte- 
nance, and a nearer reſemblance with our 
nation than any 1 ever ſaw yet: and the 
reaſon is obvious; for the Romans hav- 
ing been near upon three hundred years 

Qq | among 
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28 ELEGANT 
| among us, where' they had four legi 


copulate and mix; inſomuch tha 


(before the Engliſh nation or lang 
had any being), by ſo long a coaliti 
tract of time, the two nations mu 


e 


there is yet remaining in Wales many of 


the Roman race, and divers in, Italy of 


£Þ1STLES. Book II. 


ployed the truant, and been abſent ſo 
ong from Oxford, you have been pleaſed 
lately to make choice of me to be fellow 


of your new foundation in Jeſus* College, 


whereof I was once a. member. As the 
quality of my fortunes, and courſe of life 
run now, I cannot make preſent uſe of 


the Britiſh. Among other reſenblances this your great favour, or promotion ra- 


one was in their proſody, an vein of 


verſifying or rhyming, which is like our 


bards, who hold aznominationgs, and en- 
forcing of conſonant words or-ſyllables 
one upon the other, to be the * 
elegance. As for example, in Welſh, 
Tewse / is, todyr ris ty'r derryn, gwillt, &c. 
ſo have I ſeen divers old rhymes in Ita- 
lian running ſo; Donne, O danno, che felo 
afrronto affronta: in ſetoa ſalvo @ me: 


- . Fiucarocuore, &c. | 1 
Being lately in Rome, among other 
palquils, I met with one that was againſt 


the Scots; though it had ſome gall in it, 
yet it had a great dcal of wit, eſpecially 


towards the concluſion; ſo that I think 
if King James ſaw it, he would but 


laugh at it. 

$ I remember ſome years ſince there 
was a very abuſive ſatire in verſe brought 
to our king; and as the paſlages were 


| a-reading before him he often ſaid, that 
if there were no mote men in England, 


the rogue ſhould hang for it: at laſt being 
come to the concluſion, which was (after 
all his ailing) | 


Now God preſerve the king, the queen, the 


+7 POELHz © 
And grant the author long may wear his 
cars; 


this pleaſed his Majeſty ſo well, that he 


broke into a laughter, and ſaid, © By my 

« faul, fo thou ſhalt for me: thou art a 

« hitter, but thou art a witty knave. 
When you write to Monmouthſhire, I 


| pray ſend my reſpects to my tutor, Maſter 


oor Fortune, and my ſervice to Sir 


Charles Williams: and according to that 


relation which was betwixt us at Oxford, 
I reſt your conſtant ſon to ſerye you. 


LETTER: XX. 


From James Howell, Eſq; to Sir Eubule 
Theolall, Knight and Principal of Jeſus 
College in Oxford. 


sir. London, idibus Mar. 1621. 
SEND you moſt due and humble 
thanks, that notwithſtanding I have 


the?; yet I do highly value it, and hum 

ly accept of it, and intend by your per- 
miſſion to reſerve and lay it by, as a good 
warm pp againſt rough weather, if 
any fall on me, With this my expreſſion 
of thankfulneſs, I do congratulate the 


great honour you have purchaſed, both 


by your own beneficence, and by your 
painful endeavour beſides, to perfe& that 


national college, which hereafter is like 


to be a monument of your fame, as wel] 


as a ſeminary of learning, and will per- 
patuate your memory to all poſterity. 


God Almighty proſper and perfe& 


your undertakings, and provide for you 


in heaven thoſe rewards which ſuch pub- 
lic works of piety uſe to be crowned 


. withal ; it is the apprecation of your 


truly devoted ſervitor. 


LETTER XXI. 


From the ſame to Dan. Caldwall, Ejq; 
from the Lord Savage's houſe in Long 
Meſford. 


My dear Dan, 20th May 1619. 
"P HOUGH, conſidering my former 
condition of life, I may now be called 

a countiyman, yet you cannot call me a 
ruſtic (as you would imply in your lettet) 
as long as I live in fo civil and noble a 
family, as long as J lodge in ſo virtuous 
and regular a houſe as any I believe in 
the land, both for economical govern- 
ment and the choice company ; for I 
never ſaw yet ſuch a dainty race of chil- 
dren in all my life together; I never ſaw 
yet ſuch an orderly and punctual attend- 
ance of ſervants, nor a great houſe fo 
neatly kept; here one ſhall ſee no dog, 
nor a cat, nar cage, to cauſe any naſtineſs 
within the body of the houſe. The 


kitchen and gutters and other offices ot 


noiſe and drudgery are at the fag - end; 
there is a back gate for the beggars and 
the meaner ſort of ſwains to come in at ; 
the ſtables butt upon the park, which, 
for a cheerful riſing ground, for groves 
_ browſings for the . —_— 
of water, may compare with any for its 
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hard by, who hath been 
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bighneſs in the whole land; it ĩs oppo e 
to the front of the great houſe, hend 
from the gallery one may ſee much o 
the game when they are a- hunting. Now 
for the 1 and coſtly choice 
flowers, for ponds, for ſtately large walks, 
green and gravelly, for orchards and 
choice fruits of all ſorts; there are few 
the like in England : here you have your 
bon chriſtian pear and bergamot in per- 
fection, your muſcadel 
plenty, that there are ſome bottles of 


wine ſent every year to the King ; — 


one Mr. Daniel, a mms gentleman 

ong abroad, 
makes good ſtore in his vintage, Truly. 
this houſe of Long Melford, though it 
be not ſo great, yet it is ſo well com- 
pacted, and contrived with ſuch dainty 
conveniences every way, that if you ſa 
the landſcape of it you would be mightily 
taken with it, and it would ſerve for 
choice pattern to build and contrive 
houſe by. If you come this ſumme 
your manor of Sheriff in Eſſex, you 
not he far off hence ; if your occa 
will permit, it will 3 co 
hither, though it be only to fee him, 
wovld think it a ſhort journey to 0 om 
St. David's Head to Howes Cliffs th ſee 
and ſerve you, were there occaſiox 
you would know who the fame is, Y 1s 
yours, &c. 


LETTER AMR 
From the ſame to R. Altham, Eſq; From 
St. Ofith 


8 
0 


Sir, zoth Dec. 1622. 


[| IEE itſelf is not ſo dear to me as your 


- friendſhip, nor virtue in her beſt co- 
lours as precious as your love, which was 
lately ſo lively pourtrayed unto me in 
ours of the fifth of this preſent. Me- 
thinks your letter was like a piece of 
tiſſue richly embroidered with rare flowers 


upand down, with curious repreſentations 
and Jandſcapes : albeit I have as much 


ituff as you of this kind (I mean matter 
of love), yet I want ſuch a loom to work 
it upon ; I cannot draw it to ſuch a cu- 
rious web; therefore you muſt be content 
with homely ware from me, for you muſt 
not expect from us country-folks ſuch 
-urbanities and quaint igyention, that you, 
who are daily.converſant with the wits of 
the court, and of the igus of court, 
abound withal. | 
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rapes in ſueh 


it, 
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would be in my company; ou 
ow that I am glad of the one, and 
ch thank you for the other, and will 


m 
thi 
upo 
Earl 
Lord, 


thing. I am now here at the 
bers, a noble and t knowin 
lo hath ſeen much of the worl 
wood ew Lady Savage his daughter 
ere with divers of her children. 


ond d among other to re- en 
your M Mx ſation principally, for I eſteem 
the ſafety of no ſoul uf 
than Fours ; till then I bid you farewelz 
and i the ſeaſon invites me, I wiſh you 
a ferry Chriſtmas, reſting yours, c. 
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From the ſame to his Brother Mr. Hugh © 


Henry upon bis Marriage. 


Sir, 5 20th May 1613; 
you have had à good while the in- 


tereſt of a friend in me, but you have 


me naw in a ſtraighter tie, for Lam your 
brother by your late marriage, which hath 
turned friendſhip into an alliance q you 
have in 
ſiſters, who I hope, nay I know will 
make a good . I heartily congra - 
tulate this marriage, and pray that a 
bleſſing may deſcend upon it from that 


place where all marriages are made, 


which is from heaven, the fountain of all 
felicity : to this prayer I think it no pu 
faneneſs to add the ſaying of the lyric 
2 Horace, in whom I know you de- 

ight much; and I ſend it you as a kind 
of epithalamium, and wiſh it may be ve- 
rified in you both. | 


Felice: ter et amplius | 

D uos irrupta tenet copula, nec mali: 
Divulſus gquerimoniis | 

Suprema c iti us ſolvet amor die, 


Thus Engliſhed : 


That couple's more than trebly bleſt, 
Which nuptial bonds do ſo combine, 
That no diſtate can them untwine, 


Till the laſt day ſend both to reſt 


So, my dear brother, I much rejoice 
for th's alliance, and wiſh you may in- 
creaſe and multiply to your heart's con- 
tent. Your affectionate brother, 
Con. | | . 


upon it, but 1 cannot reſolve et 


Hilary term to be merry in 


earth more 


our arms one of my deareſt 
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kr: Spry 7 , 3d Aug. 1627. 
FRIENDSHIP great chain of 


tercourſe of let- 
links of that 
well as IL, there - 
dſhip, let our 
&& Britiſh love, 
pademic loye, be 


| 13K 
human ſociety; * 
ters is ane of the Wh fol 


fore I pray let owl 72 


ceive daily more an 
am” now in Paris, al 


id ſend ; 
Su ſhall be ſure to 


— kind of religion 


to be punstaal i kind of payment. 

Im heartily alto hear that you are 
become a d member to that moſt 
noble fam de Worceſters, and I 
hold it 5 god foundation for 
future prefermand; F with you may be 
as happy. in thaw, as 1 know they will 
be happy in YOu France is now barren 
of newe, only HE: was 2 ſhrewd bruſh 
lately betwixt tf 


Young. king and his 
mother, who, ha e Dake of Eper- 
non and other champions, met 
him in open field e 277 de Ci, but 


R ſuch was 


IS. - 
BETTER XXV. 

pin the Cams to the Honourable Mr. Jobn 
©" Savage (now Ear! of Rivers), at 

_ Ehorence, | 5 
Sir, Tond. 24h March 1622. 
; MY love is not ſo ſhort-but it can reach 
Au far as Florence to find you out, 


and farther too if occaſion required ; nor 
are theſe affeftions I have to ſerve you ſo 
dull, but they can clamber over the Alps 
and Appenine to wait upon you, as they 
have adventured to do now in this paper, 
I am ſorry I was not in London to kiſs 
your hands before you ſet to ſea, and 
much more ſorry that I had not the hap- 
pine(s to meet you in Holland o Brabant, 
for we went the very ſame road, and lay 
in Dort and Antwep, in the ſame lodg- 
ings you had Jain in a fortnight before, 
I 2 you have by this time taſted 
of the ſweetiefs of travel, and that you 
have weaned your affections from Eng- 


land for a good while; you muſt now 


think upon home, as (one ſaid) good men 
think upon heaven, aiming ſtill to 

thither, but not till they finiſh their 
courſe ; and yours J underſtand will be 


three years: in the mean time you muſt 


not ſuffer any melting tenderneſs of 
thoughts, or i deſires, to diftract 
or interrupt you in that fair road you are 
in to virtue, and to beautify within that 
comely edifice which nature hath built 
without you. I know your reputation is 
precious to you, as it ſhould be to every 
noble mind; you have expoſed it now to 


the hazard, therefore you muſt be careful 


it receive no taint at your return, by not 
anſwering that expectation which your 
Prince and noble parents have of you. 
You are now under the chiefeſt clime of 
wiſdom, fair Italy, the darling of nature, 
the nur ſe of policy, the theatre of virtue 
but though Italy give milk to virtue with 
one dug, ſhe often ſuffers vice to fuck at 
the other; therefore you muſt take heed 

ou mittake not the dug ; for there is an 


1I-favoured ſaying, that Iag e Ttaliona'e 
e diavolo. incarnato; an Engliſhman 


Italianate is a devil incarnate. I fear 
no ſuch thing of you, I have had ſuch 
pregnant proofs of your, ingenuity, and 


"noble inclinations to virtue and honour : 


I know you have a mind to both, but 1 
muſt tell you that you will hardly get the 
ood-will of the latter, unleſs the firſt 
Peak a good word for you, When you 
go to Rome, you may haply ſee the ruins 
of two temples, one dedicated to virtue, 
the other to honour ; and there was no 
way to enter into the laſt but through the 
firſt, Noble Sir, I wiſh your good very 
ſeriouſly, and if you pleaſe to call to me- 
mory, and examine the circumſtance of 
things, and my carriage towards you 
ce 
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ſince I had the happineſs to be known 
firſt to your honourable family, I know 


you will conclude that 1 love and honour 


you in no vulgar way. | 

My Lord, vour grandfather, was com- 
plaining lately that he had not lieard 
from you a good while: by the next 
ſhipping 0 Leghorn, among other things 
he int-nds to ſend you a whole brawn in 
collars. I pray be pleiſed to remember 
my atfectionate ſervice to Mr, Thomias 
S1vage, and my kind 'retpetts' to Mr. 
Bold. For Engliſh news, I know this 
packet comes freighted to you, therefore 
I forbear at this time to ſend any. Fare- 
wel, noble heir of honour, and command 
always your true ſervitor. 


LETTER INTE 
From the jame to Dr. Prichard. 


Sir, London, 6th Jan. 162 5. 
CINCE I was beholden to you for your 
many favours in Oxford; I have not 
Heard from you (ne gry quidem); I pray 
let the wonted correſpondefce be now re- 
vived, and reccive new vigour between 
us. 

My Lord Chancelior Bacon is lately 
dead of a long langwſhing weakneſs ; he 
died fo poor that he ſcarce left money to 
bury him, which though he had a great 


wit, dic argue no great wiſdom; it being 


one of the eſſontial properties of a wite 
man, to provide for the main chance, I 
have read, that it had been the fortunes 
of all poets commonly to die beggars ; 
but for an orator, a lawyer, and philoſo- 
pher as he was, to die fo it is rare. It 
feenns the fam- fate befel him that at- 
tended D<emoithines, Seneca, and Cicero 


(all great men), of whom the two firſt 


tell by corruption. The faireſt diamond 
may have a flaw in it, but I b<lieve.he 
Hed poor out of a contempt of the pelf 
of to tune, 25 alſo out of an exceſs of ge- 
nerolity, which appeared, as m divers 


other palſages, ſo once when the Kirg 


had ſent ſum a ftag, he ſent up for the 
under keep, and having drunk the 
King's heaun to him in a great ſilver 


gilt bowl, he gave it him for his fee. 


He wrote a pitiful letter to King James 
not long before his death, and conciudes, 
* Help me, dear Sovereign Lord and 
*« Maſter, and pity me ſo foe, that I who 

have been born to a bag, be not naw 


« in my age fe an Fas 

«« wallet ; nor that I, whoGener ve 
to ſtudy, 
live.” Which S&drds, 20 


argued a little a 
former letter iq 


father was his ereatär, the en n e his 


nat ue, and 1 k 
was born in th 
be the laſt Lore 
ward Coke was 
of England; * | \ 
deen termed Lord Qhict Juſtices of 

King's Bench; ſo Wreatterthey ſhalt be 
only Keepers of the Great Seal, Which 
for title and office argdepoſeablez but 


they ſay the Lord Chantelloriggtitle: is 


indelible. 


chardum ex imis pri 
Le pro νναάn. 
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LETTER XXV. 

From the An lo bis wwell-beleved Gif 
Couſin, N London, zth Feb. 1626; 
Y OY Fa | 
yo! writE to me that yu are upon 

a treaty om 
deed, and a "work of ſuch conſtquetzce 
that i: may mske you or mar yen; it 
may make the whl&remrmder of your 
life nncovth, or comMtable to you ; for 
of all civih actions that i ineident to man 
there is not any thats o hi 
infe Citi or happineſs: 
cerns you not to be ty herein, 
nor to take Feile the bound. 
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will never h power 
again; for the tongue ule 
a knot that the teeth eanmever untie, no 
not Alexanderts ſword cn Fut aſunder, 
amongſt us Chriſtians, I you are te- 


ſolved to marry, chuſe where you love, 


and retolvetolove your choice; let love 


rather than luere b your guide in this 3 
election; though a concurrence of both © 
; . E=* 6 44 be 


a great work in hand, for 
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you thruſt 
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ballaſt of the ſhip, which ſhovtd carry us 
to the harbour of a happy life. If you 
are bent to wed, I wiſh you another gueſs 
wife than Socrates had ; who when ſhe 
had ſcolded him out of doors, as he was 


going through the portal, threw a cham- 


ber-pot of ſtale urine upon his head ; 
whereat the philoſopher, having been 
filent all the while, ſmilingly (aid, “I 
«thought after ſo much thunder we ſhould 
* have rain.” And as I wiſh yau may not 


light upon ſuch a Xantippe (as the wiſeſt 


men have had ill luck in this kind, as I 
could inſtance in two of our moſt eminent 
lawyers, C.B.), fo I pray that God may 
deliver you from a wife of ſuch at gene- 
ration, that Strowd our cook here a Weſt- 


- miniſter ſaid his wife was of, who, when 


(out of a miſlike of the preacher) he 
had on Sunday in the afternoon gone out 
of the church to a tavern, and returning 
towards the evening pretty well heated 
with Canary, to look to his roaſt, and his 
wife falling to read him a loud leſſon in 
fo furious a manner, as if ſhe would have 
baſted him inſtead of the mutton, and 
among other revilings, telling him often, 
*© That the devil, the vievil would fetch 
« him,” at laſt he broke out of a long 
fence, and told her, “ I prithee good 
« wife, hold thyſelf content; for I know 
« the devil will do me no hurt, for I have 
married his kinſwoman. If you light 
upon ſuch a wife (a wife that hath more 
bone than fleſh), I wiſh you may have the 
fame meaſure of patience that Socrates 
and Strowd had, to ſuffer the grey mare 
ſometimes to be the better horſe. Je- 
member a French proverb : | 
La maiſon eft miſerabile & mechante, 
Ou la froule plus baut gue le cocę chante. 
That houſe doth every day more wretched 


grow, 
Where the hen louder than the cock dotn 
crow. 
Yet we have another Engliſh proverb 
al moſt counter to this, That it is better 
« to marry a ſhrew than a ſheep; for 


though filence be the dumb orator of 


beauty, and the beſt ornament of a wo- 
man, yet a plegmatic dull wife is fulſome 
and faſtidious. : 
Excuſe me, Couſin, that I jeſt with you 
in ſo ſerious a buſineſs: I know you need 
no counſel of mine herein: you are diſ- 
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be good yet, for my part I had rather 
the ſatter Swe be wanting than the firſt: 
the one is the pilot, the other but the 


creet enough of yourſelf; nor, I preſume, 
do you want advice of parents, which by 
all means muſt go along with you. So- 
wiſhing you all conjugal joy, and an hap- 
py confarreation, I reſt your affectionate 


couſin. 


LETT ES XXVINI. 


From James Howell, Eſq; to Richard Al- 
tham, Eſq; 

Sir, 27th Feb. 1625. 

HE echo wants but a face, and the 

looking-glaſs a voice to make them 


both living creatures, and to hecome the 
ſame bodies they repreſent ; the one by 


repercuſſion of ſound, the other by re- 
flection of ſight. Your moſt ingenious 
letters to me from time to time, do far 
more lively repreſent you, than either 
echo or cryſta] can do; I mean, they 
repreſent the better and nobler part of 
you, to wit, the inward man; they clearly 
jet forth the notions of your mind, and 
the motions of your foul, with the 
ſtrength of your imagination: for as I 
know your exterior perſon Þy your hnea- 
ments, fo I know you as well inwardly 
by your lines, and by thofe hvely ex- 
preſſions you give of yourſelf; inſomuch 
that I believe if the interior man within 
you were ſo viſible as the outward (as 
once Plato wiſhed that virtue might be 
ſeen with the corporeal eyes), you would 
draw all the world after you; or if your 
well-born thoughts, and the words of 
your letters were echoed in any place, 
where they might rebound and be made 
audible, they are compoſed of fuch ſweet 
and charming ſtrains of ingenuity and 
eloquence, that all the nymphs of the 
woods and the valleys, the Dryades, 
yea the graces and mules, would pitch 
their pavilions therez nay, Apollo him- 
felf would dwell longer in that place 
with rays, and make them reverberate 
more ſtrongly than either upon Pindus, 
or Parnaſſus, or Rhodes itſelf, whence he 
never removes his eye, as long as he is 
above this hemiſphere. I confeſs, my 
letters to you, which I ſend by way of 
correſpondence, come far ſhort of ſuch 
virtue ; yet are they the true ideas of my 
mind, and that real and inbred affection 
I bear you. One ſhould never teach his 
letter or his lacquey to lie, I obſerve that 
rule; but beſides my letters, I wiſh there 


were a cryſtal-caſement in my breaſt, 


through 
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through which you might behold the 


motions of my heart. 


Utinamgz oculos in pectere poſſes in- 
ceſſere; then ſhould you clearly tee, with- 


out any deception of fight, how truly I 


am, and how entirely yours, 


And to anſwer you in the ſame ſtrain 
ot verſe you ſent me: 


Firſt, ſhall the heavens bright lamp forget to 
ſhine, 

The ſtars ſhall from the azur'd ſky decline; 

Firſt, ſhall the Oricut with the Welt ſhake 
hand, F 

The centre of the world ſhall ceaſe to ſtand : 

Firſt, wolves ſhall league with lambs, the 
dolphins fly, 

The lawyer and phyſician fees deny, 


The Thames with Lagus ſhall exchange her 


bed, 2 
My miſtreſs' locks with mine ſhall firſt turn 
red; 
Firſt, heaven ſhall lie below, and hell above, 

bre I inconſtant to my Altham prove. 


LETTER XIE 


From the ſame to the Lady Fane Savage, 
Marchiozeſs of Wincheſter, 


Excellent Lady, Lond. 15th Mar.1626- 
] MAY ſay of your grace, as it was 

ſaid once of a rare Italian Princeſs, 
that you are the greateſt tyrant in the 
world, becauſe you make al} thoſe that 
fee you your ſlaves, much more them 
that know you, 1 racan thoſe that are ac- 
quainted with your inward diſpoſition, 
and with the faculties of your foul, as 
well as the phiſnomy of your face; for 
tue took as much pains to adorn the 
one, as nature did to perfect the other. 
J have had the happinets to know both, 
when your Grace took pleaſure to learn 
Spaniſh: at which time, when my hetters 
far had offered their ſervice in this kind, 
i had the honour to be commanded by 
you often, He that hath as much expe- 
rience of you as I have had, will con- 
tels, that the handmaid of God Almighty 
was never fo prodigal of her gifts to any, 
or laboured more to frame an exact model 
of female perfection: Nor was Dame Na- 
ture only buficd in this work, but all the 
graces did conſult and co-operate with 
her; and they waſted ſo much of their 
treaſure to enrich this one piece, that it 
may be a good reaſon why ſo many lame 
and defective fragments of women-kind 
ae daily thruſt into the world. 

return you here incloſed the ſonnet 
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our Grace ſed to fend me 1 
— — and fitted — 
ſame air it had in 14 both for ca- 
dence and number of feet. With it 1 
ſend my moſt humble thanks, that your 
Grace would deſcend to command me in 
any thing that might conduce to your 
contentment and ſervice z for there is no+ 
thing I deſire with a greater ambition 
(and herein I have all the world my ri- 
val) than to be accounted, Madam, your 
Grace's molt humble and ready ſervitor. 


LETTER XXX. 
From the ſame to Mr. R. Sc. at York. 


Lond. 19th July, 

Sir, the iſt of the Dogdays, 1628. 
I SENT you one of the bs current, but 
it was not anſwered ; I ſent another of 
the 14th like a ſecond arrow, to find out 
the firſt, but I know not what's become 
of either: I ſend this to find out the other 
two; and if this fail, there ſhall go no 
more out of my quiver. If you Se 
me, I have cauſe to complain, and more 
if you remember me : to forget, may 
proceed from the frailty of memory; not 
to anſwer me when you mind me, is pure 
2 — and no leſs than a piacle, So I 

reſt yours eaſily to be recovered, 


Tra furor brevis, brevis eff mea littera, toger, 
Tra correptus , corripuiſſe fiylum. : | : 


LETTER XXXI. 
From the ſame to Mr. Kichard Leat. 


York, gth July 1627. 

CIGNOR mio, It is nowa great while, 
methinks; ſince any act of friendſhip, 

or other interchangeable offices of love, 
have paſſed between us, either by letters, 
or other accuſtomed ways of correſ- 


pondence; and as I will not accuſe, fo I 
go not about to clear myſelf in this 


point: Jet this long filence be termed 
therefore a ceſſation rather than negle& 
on both ſides, A bow that lies a while 
unbent, and a field that remains fallow 
for a time, grow never the worſe, but af- 
terwards the one ſends forth an arrow 
more ſtrongly, the other yields a better 
crop, being recultivated : let this be alſo 
yerified in us, let our friendſhip grow 
more fruitful after this pauſe, let it be 
more active for the future: you fee I 


begin and ſhoot the firſt ſhaft, I ſend 
you 
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you herewith a couple of red deer pies, 
the one Sir Arthur Ingram gave me, the 
other, my Lord Preſident's cook; I could 
Not tell where to bettow them better. In 
your next let me know which is the belt 
kaſoned; I pray let the Sidonian mer- 


_ chant, J. Buckhurſt, be at the eating of 


them, and then I know they will be well 
ſoaked, If you pleaſe to fend me a 
barrel or two of oyſters which we want 
here, I promiſe you they thall be well 
eaten with a cup of the beſt clatet, and 


the beſt ſherry (to which wine this town. 
is altogether addicted) ſha'l not be want- 


ing. 
I underſtand the Lord Weſton is Lord 
Treaſurer; we may ſay now, that we 
have treaſurers of all tenſes, for there are 
four living, to wit, the Lords Mancheſter, 
Middleſex, Marlborough, and the newly 
choſen. I hear allo that the good old 


man (the laſt) hath retired to his lodg- 


ings in Lincoln's-Inn, and fo reduced 
himſelf to his firſt principles; which 
makes me think that he cannot bear up 


Jong, now that the ſtaff is taken from him. 
I pray in your next fend me the Venetian 


Gazetta. So with wy kind reſpects to 
your father, I reit yours, | 


LETTER XXXIL. 


Prom James Howell, Fjg; in the Wor- 
ſtiful Mr. Alderman of the Town of 
Richmond, and the reſi of the wwortby 
Members of that ancient Corporation, 


Sir, Lond. 24th Mar. 1627. 
RECerveD a public inſtrument from 
you lately, ſubtcribed by yourſelf and 

divers others, wherein I find that you 
have made choice of me to be one of 
your burgeſſes for this now approaching 


e ; I could have wiſhed that you 


ad not put by Maſter Wandesford, and 
other 'worthy gentlemen that ſtood ſo ear- 
neſtly for it, who, being your neighbouss, 
had better means and more abilities to 


ſer ve you. Yet ſince you have cait theſe 


high reſpects upon me, I will endeavour. 
to acquit myſelf of the truſt, and to an- 
ſwer your expectation accordingly : and 


as I account this election an honour to 


me, fo Ieſteem it a greater advantage, 
that ſo worthy and well-experienced a 
Knight as Sir Talbot Bows, is to be my 
colleague and fellow-burgeſs; 1 fhall 
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ſteer by his compaſs, and follow his di- 
rections in any thing that may concern the 
welfare of your town, and the precincts 
thereof, either for redreſs of any griev- 
ance, or by propoling ſome new thing 
thot may conduce to the further benefit 
and advantage thereof; and this I take to 
be the true duty of a pailiamentary bur- 
geſs, without roving at random to gene- 
rals. T hope to learn of Sir 1 albot what's 
fitting to be done, and [ thall apply my- 
ſe!t accordipgly to join with him to ſerve 
you with my bett abilities. So I reſt 
your maſt aſſured and ready fiiend to do 
you lei vice. 6 


rn XXX. 
From the ſame to the ki h Honourable the 
Lady Scroo , Counteſs of Sun.erland ; 
rom Stanyord. 


Madam, Stamford, 5thAug.1628. 


LAY yelternight at the poſt- houſe 1 


Suon, and this morning betimes the 
Poit-maiter came to my bed's-head and 


told me the Duke of Buckingham was 


lain: my faith was not then ſtiong enough 
to heireve it, tyl an hour ago I met in the 
way with my Lord of Rutland (your bro- 
the!) ruling polt towards London; it 
pleated han to alight, and ſhew me a let- 
tet & herein there was an exact relation of 
ali tre chcumſtances of this jad tragedy, 

Upon Saturday litt, which was but next 
betore y«iterday, being Ba! tholomew eve, 
the Duke did rife up in a well-diſpoſed 
humour out of his bed, and cut a caper or 
two, and being ready, and having been 
under the barber's hand (where the mu1- 


derer had thought to have done the deed, 


tor he was leaning upon the window all 
the wivie) he went to breakfaſt, attended 
by a gieat company of commanders, 
where Monſieur Soubize came to him, 
and whiſpered him in the ear that Rochel 
wis relieved ; the Duke ſcemed to flight 
the news, which made ſome think that 
Souhize went away diſcontented. After 
breakfaſt, the Duke going out, Colonel 
Fryer Rept before him, and ttopped hun 
upon fome buſineſs, and Lieutenant Felton, 
being beliind, made a thruſt with a com- 
mon tenpenny knife over Fryer's arm at 
the Duke, which lighted fo fatally, that 
he {lit his heart in two, leaving the knife 
ſticking in the body, The Duke took 

out 
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laying his hand on his ſword, and g 
it half out, ſaid, The villain hath kill 

me,” (meaning, as ſome think, Colonel 
Fryer) for there had been ſome difference 
betwixt them; ſo reeling againſt a chim- 
ney, he fell down dead. he Dutcheſs 
being with child, hearing the noiſe helow, 
came in her night geers from her bed- 
chamber, which was in an upper room, 
to a kind of rail, and thence beheld him 


| weltering in his own blood. Felton had 


loſt his hat in the crowd, wherein there 
was a paper ſewed, wherein he declared, 
that the reaſon which moved him to this 
act, was no grudge of his own, though 


he had been far behind for his pay, and 


had been put by his Captain's place 
twice, but in regard he thought the Duke 
an enemy to the ſtate, becauſe he was 
branded in parliament ; therefore what 
he did was for the public good of his 
country. Yet he got clearly down, and 
ſo might have gone to his horſe, which 
was tied to a hedge hard by ; but he was 
ſo amazed that he miſled his way, and fp 
ſtruck into the paſtry, where, although 
the cry went that fume Frenchman had 
done it, he, thinking the word was Fel- 
ton, boldly confeſſ; 4, it was he that had 
done the deed, and fo he was in their 
hands. Jack Stamford would have run 
at him, but he was kept off by Mr. Ni- 
cholas; fo being carried up to a tower, 
Captain Mince tore off his ſpurs, and 
aſking how he durſt attempt ſuch an act, 
making him believe the Duke was not 
dead, he anſwered boldly, that he knew 
he was diſpatched, for it was not he, but 
the hand of heaven, that gave the ſtroke ; 
and though his whole body had been 
covered over with armour of proof, he 
could not have avoided it. Captain 
Charles Price went poſt preſently to the 
King four miles off, who being at prayers 
on his knees when it was told him, yet 
never ſtirred, nor was he diſturbed a-whit 
till all divine ſervice was done. This 
was the relation, as far as my memor: 
could bear, in my Lord of. Kutland's 
letter, who willed me to remember him 
to your Ladyſhip, and tell you that he 
was going to comfort your niece (the 
Dutcheſs) as faſt as he could. And ſo 1 
have ſent the truth of this ſad ſtory to 
your Ladyſhip, as faſt as I could by this 
poſt, becauſe I cannot make that ſpeed 
myſelf, in regard of ſome buſineſs I have 
te dilpatch for my Lord in the way : ſo 1 
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out the knife, and threw it away; and 


- S 


humbly take. T has 


Ladyſhip's moſt ſervant. 
n 7 Ti: Lit. 51 
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From the ſame to bis Gefen Mr, $þ Joins 
4871 Ctriſi Church College in Oxford... . 

1:1 as - 0 11 2 1740 bak en 
Couſn, London, 2 fh O. 1637. 
T HOUGH N incitementz 

fait, toad of 


& 


1 go on in that 


Fathers 
company, he did intimate to me that.a 


Py bis 7 as 


commend than encourage Fou. I Kn. 

od in fu 7 5 
turity, you were 1 good oratory. à good 
poet, and a good linguiſt for your 8 
I would; not Dave ARA th VER BPO 
you, which uſeth to befal 


10 ſome, who rom 
golden ſtudents, become filver_ atchelors, 


and Jeaden maſters,: I am far from ente = 
taining ſuch thought, yows that _— 


with her quidditres, an 9 la, vel lips, -2F 
can any way unpoliſn your humane .* 
ftudies/ Ar legir is cbt led and en. 
bed, ſo ſhe is terrible at firſt ſight; ſhe is 

like a, gorgon's head to a young 2 | 

but after a twelyemonth's conſtancy an 

patience, this gorgon's head will prove a | 
mere bugbear; when you. hang devoured =, {þ 
the organon, you will find, philoſophy * Ts. 
more delightful and pleaſing to you __ 
palate: In . foul with knows 
edge, the underſtanding requireth the 
ſame conſecutive, acts which nature uſeth 
in nouriſhingiths; body. To the nutritios 


- 


of the body, there are two eſſential con- 
ditions required, aſſumption and reten- 
tion; then there follows tu mote, wh 
and Tera ic, contoRion and agglutina- 
tion, or adheſion: ſo in * ſoul 
with ſcience, you muſt firſt aflume and 
ſuck in the matter into your apprehenſion; 


then muſt the memory retain and keep it 


in; afterwards by diſputation, — — 
and meditation, it muſt be well conco& 1 
ed; then muſt it be agglutinated, and = 
converted to nutriment.. All this 4 


de reduced to theſe two heads, fencwi 3 
fiueliter & uti faliciter, whichare two'of ' = 
the happieſt properties in a ſtudent 4 


There is another act yo to goed | 

concoction, called the act of expulſion, - lf 

which puts off all that is vvſoe0d-and 8 
Rur : 5 nexiour; 


e e eee ene 
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nexious; ſo in ſtudy there muſt be an 


Book II, 
Faint Eſprit, their Holy Spirit, ſo there 


Re 


expulſive virtue tè ſnun all that is erro- 


necous; and there is no ſcience but is full 
of ſuch ſtuff, which hy direction of tutor, 


and choice of good hooks, mult be ex- 
cerned. Do not confound yourſelf with 
multiplicity of authors, two is enough 
upon any ſcience,” provided they be ple- 
nary and orthodox; philoſophy ſhould be 


your ſubſtantial food, poetry your ban- 


queting-ſtuff ; philofophy hath more of 


d in it than any knowledge; the phi- 


Tofopher can fathom the deep, meaſure 
nwnntains, reach the ſtars with a ſtaff, 
and bleſs heaven with a girdte. - | 

But among theſe ſtudies, you muſt not 


forget the umcum necefſth ium; on Sun- | 
days and holidays, let divinity be the ſole 
| —_— your ſpeculation; in compariſon 


whereof all other knowledge is but cob- 
web learning; pra qud quiſyuihte c- 
teu. | 2: . 

When you can make truce with ſtudy, 
I ſhould be glad you would employ ſome 
ſuperfluous hour or otfier to write to me, 


. 


am your affectionate couſin. 


for 1 much covet your good, becauſe 1 


LETTER XKXV.--::*: 

Frem James 
„ 2 2 5 
- Noble Uncle, Lond. 26th Oct 1625. 
1 SEND vou my humble thanks for 
the curious ſta-cheſt of glaſſes you 
pleaſed to beſtow on me, which I ſhall be 
very chary to Keep as a monument of 
vour love. I congratulate alſo the great 
'onour you have got lately by taking 
away the ſpirit of France, I mean by 
taking the third great veſſel of her ſea- 
minity, her Holy Spirit, which had been 
built in the mouth of the Texel for the 


Howell, Eſq; to Sir Sackwil 


ſervice of her King. Without compli- 
menting with you, it was one of the beſt 


exploits: that was pes formed fince theſe 
wais began; and beſides the renown you 
have purchaſed, I hope your reward will 
be accordingly from his Majeſty, whom 
I remember you ſo happily preſerved 
from drowning, in all probability, at St. 
Andreas road in Spain, Though Princes 
guerdons come flow, yet they come ſure : 


and it is oftentimes the 'method of God 


Aimighty himſelf, to be long both in his 
zewards and puniſhments. . z 
As you have bereft the French of their 


is news that the Hollanders have taken 
from Spain all her ſaints; T mean Too 
'los- Santor, Which is one of the chiefeſt 
ſtaples of fugar in Brazil. No more, but 
that T wiſh you all health, honour, and 
heart's deſire. Vour much obliged ne- 
phew and ſervitor. * 


ET TER XXV. 


Fron: the ſame io Captain Tho. B. from 
e, W 


Noble Captain, ;xſt Auguſt 1628. 

OURS of the iſt of March was de- 
X livered me by Sir Rich. Scot, and 1 
held it no protanation of this Sunday 
evening, conſidering the quality of my 
ſubject, and having (I thank God for it) 
performed all church duties, to employ 
tome hours to meditate on you, and ſend 
you this friendly falute, though I confeſs 
in an unuſual monitory way. My dear 
Captam, I love you perfectly well, I love 
both your perſon and parts, which are 
not vulgar; I am in love with your diſ- 
pofition, which is genetous, and I verily 
think you were never guilty of any pu- 
ſilanimous act in your life: nor is this 
love of mine conferred- upon you ga 
but yorr may challenge it as your due, 
and by way of correſpondence, in regard 
of thoſe thouſand convincing evidences 
you have given meof yours to me, which 
aſcertain me that you take me for a true 
friend. Now T am of the number of 
thoſe that had rather comm-nd the virtue 
of an enemy, than footh the vices of a 
friend; tor your own particular, if your 
parts of virtue and your infirmities were 
caſt into a balance, 1 know the firſt would 
much out-poiſe the other: yet give me 
leave to tell you that there is one frailty, 
or rather ill- favouted cuſtom, that reigns 
in you, which weighs much; it is a ku- 
mour of ſwearing in all your diſcourſes ; 
and they are not flight but deep, far- 
fetched oaths that you are wont to rap 
out, which you uſe as flowers of rhetoric 
to enforce a faith upon the hearers, whv 
believe you never the more: and you 
uſe this in cold blood when you are net 
provoked, which makes the humour far 
more dangerous. I know many (and I 


cannot ſay I myſelf am free from it, God 
forgive me) that being tranſported with 
chuler, and as it were made drunk with 

| paſſion 
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paſſion by ſome ſudden provoking'acci-' 
dent, or extreme ill fortune at play, will 
let fall oaths and deep prote ſtations: but 
to belch out, and ſend forth, as it were, 
whole vollies of- oaths and curſes: in a: 
calm humour, to verify every trivial diſ- 
courle, 15 a thing of horror, I knew a 
King, that being crofſed in his game, 
would, among ' his. oaths, fall on the 
ground, and bite the, very earth in the 
rough of his paſſion; I heard of another 
King (Henry IV. of France) that in his: 
higheſt diſtemper wobld. ſwear by wentre: 
de St. Gric, by the belly of St. Gris: I 
heard of an Italian, that having. been 


much - accuſtomed to blaſpheme, Was 


weaned from it by a'pretty wile; for 
having been one night at play, and loſt all 
his money, after many execrable oaths, 
and having offered money to another to 
go gut to face heaven, and defy God, 
he threw himſelf upon a bed hard by, and 
there fell atlcep: the other gaineſters 
played on ſtill, and finding that he was 
{iſt aſleep, they put out the candles, and 
made ſemblance to play on ſtill ; they 
fell a wrangling, and ſpoke fo loud that 
he awakened : he hearing them play on 
ſtill, fell a rubbing his eyes, and his con- 
ſcience preſently prompted him that he 
was ſtruck blind, and that God's judg- 
ment had deſervedly fallen down upon 
him for his plaſphemies; and ſo he fell 
to figh and weep pitifully : a ghoſtly 
father was ſent for, who undertook to do 
{ome acts of penance for him, if he would 
make a vow never to play again, or blaſ- 
pheme ; which he did, and fo the candles 
were lighted again, which he thought 
were burning all the while: ſo he became 
a perfect convert. I could wiſh this letter 
might produce the fame effect in you. 


here is a ſtrong text, that the curſe of 


heaven hangs always over the dweiling 
vi the ſwearer, and you have more fear- 
tul examples of miraculous judgments in 
this particular, than of any other in, 
There is a little town-in Languedoc in 
France, that hath a multitude of the 
pictures of the Virgin Mary up and 
oven; but ſhe is made to carry Chriſt in 


| ber right arm, . contrary to the ordinary 


cuſtom ; and the reaſon they told me was 
us, that two gametters being at play, 
and one having loſt all his money, and 
Do!ted out many blaſphemies, he gave a 
deep oath, that that whore upon the wall, 
meaning the picture” of the bleſſed Vit 


/ 


oi 


gin, was the cauſe of his ill luck; here - 
upon the child removed imperceptibly 
from the left arm to the tight, and the 
man fell ſtark dumb ever after: thus 
went the tradition there. This makes 
me think of the Lady Southwell's news 
from Utopia, that he who ſweareth when 
he playeth at dice, may challenge his 
damnation by way of purchaſe. This 
in fandous cuſtom of ſwearing, I obſerve, 
reigns in England lately more than any 
where elſe ; though a German in highett 
puff of paſſions, ſweas a hundred thou- 
{and ſacraments, the Italian by the whore 
of God, the French by his death, the- 


Span iard by his fleſn, the Welſhman 


by bis ſweat, the .Lriſhman by his five 
wounds, though the Scot commonly bids: 
the devil hale his ſoul ; yet for variety of. 


oaths, the Engliſh roarers put down all. 


Conſider well What a dangerous thing it 
is to tear in pieces that dreadful name 
which makes the vait fabric of the world 
to tremble, that holy name wherein the 


whole hierarchy of heaven doth triumph, 


that bliſsful name, wherein conſiſts the 
fulneſs of all felicity. I know this cuſ- 


tom in you yet is but a light diſpoſition,” 
it is no habit I hope; let me therefore 


conjure you, by that power of fiiend- 
ſhip, by that holy league of love which 
is between us, that you would ſuppreſs it 


before it come to that; for I muſt tell 


you,- that thoſe who could find in their 
hearts to love you for many other things, 
do diſreſpect you tor this; they hate your 
company, and give no credit to whatever” 
you ſay, it being one of the puniſhments 
of a ſwearer, as well as of a liar, not to 
be believed when he [peaks truth. 

Excuſe me that Jam ſo free with you; 


what [ write proceeds from the clear 


current of a puie affection; and I ſhall 
heartily thank you, and take it for an 


argument of love, if you tel] me of my 


weakneſſes, which are (God wot) too too 
many ; tor my body is but a cargazon of 
corrupt humours, and being not able to 
overcome them all at once, I do endea- 
vour to do it by degrees: like Sertd- 
rius's ſoldier, who when he could not cut 
off the horſe-tail with his ſword at one 
blow, fell to pull out the hairs one by 
one. And touching this particular hu- 


mour from which I diſſuade you, it hath - 
raged in me too often by contingent fits j 
but 1 thank God for it, I find it much 
abated and purged, Now the only poo 5 
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I uſed was a precedent faſt, and recourſe 
to the holy facrament the next day, of 
purpoſe to implore pardon for what had 
paſſed, and power for the future to quel] 
thoſe exorbitant motions, thoſe ravings 
and feveriſh fits of the ſoul, in regard 


for at the ſame inſtant they have being, 


- they become impieties. And the greateſt 
ſymptom of amendment I find in me is, 
becauſe whenever I hear' the holy name. 


of God blaſphemed by any other, it 
makes my heart to tremble within my 
breaſt, Now it is a penitential rule, 


« fins paſt will not hurt thee.” All other 


rofit, or ſome aim and fatisfation to 
y or mind; but this hath none at all: 


tom. Alexander ſubdued the world, 
Cæſar his enemies, Hercules monſers ; 


All your friends here are well, Tom 
Young excepted, who I fear hath not 
long to live among us. So I reſt your 
true friend. | 


LETTER XXXVII. 


From Fames Howell, Eſq; to Sir F.S. 


night. 


Sir, London, 25th May 1628. 


* writ to me lately for a footman, 


and I think this bearer will fit you: 

I know he can run well, for he hath run 
away twice from me, but he knew the 
way back again, Yet though he hath a 
running head as well as running heels, 
(and who will expect a footman to be a 
ſtayed man?) I would not part with him 
were I not to go poſt to the North. 
T here be ſomethings in him that anſwer 
for his waggeries ; he will come when 
you call him, go-when you bid him, and 
thut the door after him ; he is faithful 
and ſtout, and a lover of his maſter : he 
is a great enemy to all dogs, it they 
bark at him in his running, for I have 
ſeen him confront a huge maſtiff, and 
knock him down; when you go a country 
journey, or have him run with you a 
unting, you muſt ſpirit him with liquor ; 


you mull allow him alſo ſomething extra- 


ordinary for focks, elſe you muſt not 


ELEGANT EPISTLES. 
ſhere are no infirmities more dangerous; 


«© That if ſins preſent do not pleaſe thee . 


fins have their object, either pleaſure or 


therefore fye upon it, my dear Captain, 
try whether you can make a conqueſt of 
yourſelf, in ſubduing this execrable cuſ- 


but he that overcomes himſelf is the true 
valiant Captain. Obs 


ſo that he is accounted one of the chiefelt 
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have him to wait at your table; when 
his greaſe melts in running hard, it is 
ſubject to fall into his toes. I ſend him 
you but for a trial; if he be not for your 
turn, turn him over to me again when I 
come back. | 

The beſt news I can ſend at this 
time is, that we are like to have peace 
both with France and Spain; ſo that 
Harwick men, your neighbours, ſhall not 
hereafter need to fear the name of Spi- 
nola, who ſtruck ſuch an — 
into them lately, that I underſtand they 
began to fortify. | 

I pray preſent my moſt humble ſervice 
to my good Lady, and at my return. from 


the North, I will be bold to kiſs her 


hands and yours, So I am your much 
obliged ſervitor, | 


LETTER XXXVII. 
From the ſame to his Father. 
Sir, Lond. zoth Sept. 1629, 
UR two younger brothers, which you 


ſent hither, are diſpoſed of; my bro- 
ther Doctor hath placed the elder of the 


two with Mr. Hawes, a mercer in Cheap- 


nude, and he took much pains in it; and 
I had placed my brother Ned with Mr. 
Barrington, a ſilk- man in the ſame Rtreet ; 
but afterwards for ſome inconveniencies 
I removed him to one Mr. Smith at the 
Flower-de-luce in Lombard ftreet, a mer- 
cer alſo. Their maſters both of them 
are very well to paſs, and of good re- 
pute; I think it will prove ſome advan- 
tage to them hereafter, to be both of one 
trade; becauſe when they are out of their 
time, they may join ſtocks together: ſo 
that J hope, Sir, they are as well placed 
as any two youths in London, but you 
muſt not uſe to ſend them ſuch large to- 


keys in money, for that may corrupt 


them. When I went to bind my brother 
Ned apprentice in Draper's Hall, caſting 
my eyes upon the chimney-piece of the 
great room, I ſpied a picture of an an- 
cient gentleman, and underneath Tho- 
mas Howell ; I aſked the clerk about 
him ; and he told me, that he had been 
a Spaniſh merchant in Henry VIIL.'s 
time, and coming home rich, and dying 


a batchelor, he gave that hall to the 


company of drapers, with other things, 


benefaRtors, I told the clerk, that one 
| 4 
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of the ſons of Thomas Howell eame now 
thither to be bound; he anſwered, that 
if he be a right Howell, he may have 
when he is free three hundred pounds to 
help to ſet up, and pay no intereſt for 
five years. It may be hereafter we will 
make uſe of this. He told me alſo, that 
any maid that can prove her father to be 
a true Howell may come and demand 
fifty pounds towards her portion of the 
ſaid Hall. I am to go poſt towards York 
to-morrow, to my charge, but hope, 
God willing, to be here again the next 
term : ſo with my love to my brother 
Howell, and my filter his wife, I reſt 
your dutiful ſon. 


LETTER EEE. 
From the ſame to his Brother Dr. Howell, 
ar Jeſus College in Oxon, = 


Brother, London, zoth June 1628. 
I HAve ſent you here incloſed, warrants 


for four brace of bucks and a ſtag; 


the laſt Sir Arthur Manwaring procured 
of the King for you, towards the keeping 
of your act. I have ſent you alſo a war- 
rant for a brace of bucks out of Waddon 
Chace; beſides, you ſhall receive by this 
carrier a great wicker hamper, with two 
joles of ſturgeon, ſix barrels of pickled 
oyſters, three barrels of Bologna olives, 
with ſome other Spaniſh commodities. 
My Lord Preſident of the North hath 
lately made me patron of a living hard 
by Henley, called Hambledon ; it is worth 
Sol, a-year communibus annis z and the 
now incumbent, Dr. Pilkinton, 1s very 
aged, valetudinary, and corpulent : my 
Lord by legal inſtrument hath tranſmit- 
ted the next advowſon to me for ſatisfac- 
uon of ſome arrearages. Dr. Domlaw 
and two or three more have been with 
me about it, but I always intended to 
make the firt proffer to you; therefore I 
pray think of it: a ſum of money muſt 
be had, but you ſhall be at no trouble 
for that, it you only will ſecure it (and 
deſire one more who I know will do it for 
you), and it tha!] appear to you that you 
have it upon. far better terms than any 
other. It is as finely ſituated as any rec- 
tory can. be, for it is about the midway 
betwixt Oxford and London; it lies upon 
the Thames, and the glebe-land houſe is 
very large and fair, and not dilapidated 
o that conſidering all things it is as good 
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where. 


oz 
as ſome biſhoprics. I know his Majeſty 
is gracious to you, and you may well ex- 
pect ſome preferment that way; but ſuch 
livings as theſe are not to be had every 
I thank you for inviting me to 
your act; I will be with you the next 
week, God willing, and hope to find my 
father there. So with my kind Jove to 
Dr. Manſel, Mr. Watkins, Mr. Madocks, 
and Mr. Napier at All-Souls, I reſt your 

loving brother. 


EETIER Is 
From the ſame to bis Father, Mr. Ben. 
| Jonſon. | 
Father Ben. Weſtmin. 27th June 1629. 
N ULLUM fit magnum ingenium fine 


mixtura dementia, there's no great 
wit without ſome mixture of madneſs; 


fo ſaith the philoſopher : nor was he a 


fool who anſwered, nec parvum ſine mi- 


tura flultitie, nor ſmall wit without ſome 


allay of fooliſhneſs. Touching the firſt, 
it is verified in you, for I find that you 
have been oftentimes mad: you were 
mad when you writ your Fox, and mad- 
der when you writ your Alchymiſt ; you 
were mad when you writ Cataline, and 
ſtark mad when you writ Sejanus; but 
when you writ your Epigrams, and the 
Magnetic Lady, you were not fo mad: 
inſomuch that I perceive there be degrees 
of madneſs in you. Excuſe me that I 
am ſo free with you. The madneſs I 
mean is that divine fury, that heating agd 
heightening ſpirit which Ovid ſpeaks of, 


Eſt Deus in nobis, agitante caleſcimus illo : 


That true enthuſiaſm which tranſ- 
ports and elevates the fouls of poets 
above the middle region of vulgar con- 
ceptions, and make them ſoar up to 
heaven to touch the ſtars with their lau- 
relled heads, to walk in the zodiac with 
Apollo himſelf, and command Mercury 
upon their errand, 

I cannot yet light upon Dr. Davies's 
Welth Grammar: before Chriſtmas I am 
promiſed one. So deſiring you te look 
better hereafter to your charcoal-fire and 
chimney, which I am glad to be one that 
preſerved it from burning, this being the 
jecond time that Vulcan had threatened 
you, it may be becauſe you have ſpoken 
ill of his wife, and been too buſy with 
his horns, I reſt your ſon, and contiguous 
neighbour, | 
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From James Howell, Eſq. to Sir Arthur 
Ingram, in York. - 


Sir, London, 2 5th July 1629. 

1 Have ſent you herewith a hamper of 
| » melons, the beſt I could find in any of 
Tothill- field gardens, and with them my 
very humble ſervice and thanks for al! 
favours, and lately for inviting me to 
your new noble houſe at Temple New- 
lam, when { return to Yorkſhire. To 
this I may anſwer you, as my Lord Coke 
was anſwered by a Norfolk countryman, 
who had a ſuit depending in the King's- 
Bench againſt ſome neighbours touching 
a river that uſed to annoy him, and Sir 
Edward Coke aſking how he called. the 
river; he anſwered, © My Lord, I need 
not call her, for ſhe is forward enough 
% to come of herſelf.” So I may ſay, 
that you need not call me to any houle 
of yours, for I am forward enough to 
come without calling. 

My Lord Preſident is ſtill indifpoſed at 
Dr. Napier's; yet he wiit to me lately, 
that he hopes to he at the next ſitting in 
York. | 
humble ſervice to my noble good Lady, 
I reſt your moſt obliged ſervant. 


LETTER Mn. 
From the ſame to R. S. Eg. 


Sir, Weſtmin. zd Avg. 1629 
T AM. one of them who value not a 
courteſy that hangs long betwixt the 
fingers. I love not thoſe viſcoſa beneficra, 
thoſe birdlimed kindnefſes, which Pliny 
| ſpeaks of; nor would I receive money in 


* 


a dirty clout, if poſſibly I could be witb- 


out it: therefore I return you the cour- 
teſy by the ſame hand that brought it; 
it might have pleaſured me at firit, but 
the expectation of it hath prejudiced me, 
and now perhaps you may have moie 
need of it than your humble ſervitor. 


LETTER XLul. 
From the ſame to Dr. H. . 
Sir, Weſtmin. zoth OS. 1629. 


II is a rule in friendſhip, + When di- 
« truſt enters in at the fore- gate, love 


© gocs out at the poſtern: it is as true à 


: * o 7 — , . * * 
rule, that » Anf Te irn A, Rx, 
Dubitation is the beginning of all know- 


ELEGANT FPISTLES. 


So with a tender o my moſt . 


o 
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ledge. I confeſs this is true in the firſt 


election and co-optation of a friend; to 


come to the true knowledge of him by 
queries and doubts ; but when there is a 
perfect contract made, confirmed by ex- 
perience and a long tract of time, dil. 
truſt then is mere poiſon to . friendſhip ; 
therefore if it be as I am told, I am un- 
fit to be your friend, but your ſervant, 


LETTER-XLIV. 
From the ſame to the ſane, 
Sir, Weſtmin. 2 5th Sept. 1629. 
THEY fay in Italy, that “ Deeds are 


© men, and words are but women.“ 
I have had vour word often to give me 


a viſit: I pray turn your female promiſes 


to maſculine performances, elſe I ſhall 
think you have loſt your being ; for you 
know it is a rule in law, Idem eſt non eſſe 
& non afparere. Your faithful ſervitor, 


. 
From the ſame to D. C. Eſq. at his houſe 


in Eſſex, 


My dear D. York, 5th July 1629. 
\ THANK vou for your laſt fociety in 
London, but I am ſorry to have found 
Jack T. in that pickle, and that he had 
ſo far tranſgrefled the Fannian law, 
which allows a chirping cup to ſatiate, 
not to ſurteit, to mirth, not to madneſs; 
and vpon fome extraordinary occaſion of 
rencounters, to give nature a fillip, but 
not a knock, as Jack did. I am afraid 
he hath taken ſuch a habit of it, that no- 
thing but death will mend him; and ! 
find that he is poſting thither apace by 
this courſe. I have read of a King of 
Navarre (Charles le Mauvais) who pe- 
riſhed in ſtrong waters; and of a Duke 
of Clarence that was drowned in a butt 
of Malmſey : but Jack T. I fear will die 
in a butt of Canary. Ho ſoever, com- 
mend me to him, and deſire bim to have 
a care, of the main chance. So I reit 
Yours. | 


LET. F E R XLVI. 

From the ſame to his Couſin F. P. at Mr. 
| | Conrandus's, | 
Couſin, Weſtm. 2oth Sept. 1629. 


A LETTER of yours was lately deli - 
vered me; I made a ſhift to read 


the ſuperſcription, but within ae 
whiat 
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what language it might be in which it 
was written. At firft I thought it was 
Hebrew, or ſome other diale&, and io 
went -from - the liver to the heart, from 
the right hand to the left, to read it, but 
could make nothing of it : then 1 thought 
it might be the Chineſe language, and 


went to read the words perpendicular; 


and the lines were fo crooked and diſ- 
torted, that no coherence could be made. 
Greek I perceived it was not, nor Latin 
or Engliſh; fo . it for mere gib- 
beriſh, and your Waracters to be rather 
hieroglyphics than letters. The beſt 
is, you keep your lines at a good diſtance, 
like thoſe in Chancery-bills, who, as the 
clerk ſaid, were made ſo wide of pur- 
poſe, becauſe the clients ſhould have 
room enough to walk between them with- 
out juſtling one another: yet this wide- 


neſs had heen exculable, if your lines had 
been {traight 3 but they were full of odd 


kind of undulations and windings, If 
you can write no otherwiſe, one may read 
your thoughts as ſoon as your characters. 
It is ſome excuſe for you that you are 
but a young beginner ; I pray let it ap- 
pear in your next what a proficient you 
are, otherwiſe ſome blame may light on 
me thit placed you there. Let me re- 
ceive no more gibberiſh or hieroglyphics 
trom you, but legible Jetters, that I may 
acquaint your friends accordingly of your 
food proceedings, So I reſt your very 
oving couſin, | 


LETTER XLII. 
em the ſame to his Father. 


Sir, London, zd Dec. 1630. 

IR Tho. Wentworth hath been a good 
> while Lord Preſident of York, and 
ſince is (worn Privy Counſellor, and made 
Baron and Viſcount : the Duke of Buck- 
mghamn hinfelf flew not ſo. high in fo 
tort a revolution of time: he was made 
Viicount with a great deal of high cere- 
mony upon a Sunday in the afternoon at 
Whitchal!, My Lord Powis (who affects 
him not ſo much) being told that the 
. Heralds had fetched his pedigree from 

the Blood-royal, viz. from John cf 
Gaunt, ſaid, „ De, if ever he come 
to be King of England, I will turn 
rebel.“ When I went firſt to give 
him joy, he pleated to give me the diſ- 


* 
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N 
poſing of the next attorney's place that 
falls void in Vork, which is valued at 


zool. I have no reaſon to leave my 
Lord of Sunderland, for I hope he will 
he noble unto me. The perquiſites of 
my place, taking the King's fee away, 
came far ſhort of what he promiſed me 
at my firſt coming to him, in regard of 
his non-reſidence at Vork; therefore 1 
hope he will conſider it ſome other way. 
This langviſhing ſickneſs ſtill hangs on 
him, and I fear will make an end of him. 
There's none can tell what to make of 
it, but he voided lately a ſmall worm at 
Wickham : but I fear there's an impoſt- 
hume growing in him, for he told me a 
paſſage how many years ago my Lord 
Willoughby and he, with ſo many of 
their ſervants (de gayetẽ de cœur) played 
a Mitch at foct-ball againſt ſuch a num- 
ber of countrymen, where my Lord of 
Sunderland being buſy about the ball, 
ot a bruiſe in the breaſt 5; which put him 
in a ſwoon for the preſent, but did not 
trouble him till three months after, when 


being at Bever Caſtle (his brother in- 


law's houſe) a qualm took him on a ſud- 
den, which made him retire to his bed- 
chamber. My Lord of Rutland follow- 
ing him, put a pipe full of tobacco in his 
mouth: he being not accuſtomed. to to- 
bacco, taking the ſmoke downwards, fell 
a caſting and vomiting up divers little 
impoſthumated bladders of congealed 
blood; which ſaved his life then, and 
brought him to have a better conceit of 
tobacco ever after: and I fear there 
is ſome of that clodded blood ſtill in his 
body. 

Becauſe Mr. Haws of Cheapſide is 
lately dead, I have removed my brother 
Grithth to the Hen and Chickens in Pa- 
ternoſter-row, to Mr. Taylor's, as gen- 
teel a ſhop as any in the city; but I gave 
a piece of plate of twenty nobles price 
to his wife. I wiſh the Yorkſhire horſe 
may he fit for your turn: he was ac- 


counted the beſt ſaddle gelding about 


- York, when I bought him of Captain 


Philips, the Muſter-maſter; and when he 
carried me firſt to London, there was 
twenty pounds offered for him by my 
Lady Carliſte. No more now, but de- 
firing a continuance of your bleſſing and 
prayers, I reſt your dutiful fon, DRE 


1 


ELEGANT 
LETTER XLVIII. 


From Fames Howell, Eſg. to Lord Viſcount 
Rock a uu * 


oy: „ Weſtm. 22d March 1630. 
OME lay, ** The.Italian loves no fa- 
« your but what's future.” Though 

I have converſed much with that nation, 
yet I am nothing infected with their hu- 
mour in this goats for I love favours 
paſt as well ; the remembrance of them 
. joys my very heart, and makes it melt 
within me. When my thoughts reflect 
upon your Lordſhip, I have many of 
| theſe fits of joy within me, by the plea(- 
ing ſpeculation of ſo many moſt noble 
favours and reſpects which 1 fball daily 
udy to improve and merit. My Lord, 
your Lordſhip's moſt humble and ready 
fervitor. 
LETTER XLEX. 


From the ſame to a noble Lady, the Lady 
8 7 . * ' 
Madam, Weſtm. 2d June 1630. 


OU ſpoke to me for a cook who had 
ſeen the world abroad, and I think 

the bearer hereof will fit your Ladyſhip's 
turn. He can marinate fiſh, make gel- 
lies; he is excellent for a piquant ſauce, 
and the haugou; beſides, Madam, he is 
paſſing good for an olla. He will tell 
your Ladyſhip, that the reverend matron 
the olla podrida hath intellectuals and 
tenſes. Mutton, beef, and bacon, are to 


her, as the will, underſtanding, and me- 


mory are to the foul. Cabbage, tur- 
nips, artichoaks, potatoes, and dates, are 
her five ſenſes, and pepper the common- 
fenſe. She muſt have marrow to kee 
life in her, and ſome birds to make her 
light: by all means ſhe muſt go adorned 
with chains of ſauſages. He 1s alſo good 
at larding of meat after the mode of 
France. Madam, you may make proof 
of him, and if your Ladyſhip find him 


too ſaucy or waſteful, you may return 


him whence you had him. So I reft, 
Madam, your Ladyſhip's humble fer- 
vitor. | 


LETTER L. 
From the ſame to Mr. E. D. 


Weſtmin. 5th June 1630. 
OU write to me, that T. B. intends 
to give money for ſuch a place: if 


he doth, I fear it will be verified in him, 


FPISTLES. Boo Ii. 


that . A fool and his are ſoon 
4% parted; for I know he will be never 
able to execute it. I heard of a late Se- 


cretary of State, that could not read the 


next morning his own hand- writing; and 
I have read of Caligula's horſe, that was 
made Conſul. Therefore I pray tell him 
from me (for I wiſh him well), that if 
he thinks he 8 fit for that _ oy looks 

n himſelf throngh a glaſs: a 
trotting horſe is fit for a coach, but not 
for a lady's ſaddle; and an ambler is 
proper for. a lady's ſaddle, but not for a 
coach. If Tom undertakes this place, 
he will be as an ambler in a coach, or a 
trotter under. a lady's ſaddle. When I 
come to town I will put him upon a far 
fitter and more feaſible buſineſs for him : 
and ſo commend me to him, for I am his 
and your true friend. 


| x 
LETTERX: Lt. 


From the ſame to the Right Rev. Dr. Field, 
Lord Biſhop of St. Dawid's. 


My Lord, Weſtm. iſt May1632, 
* OUR late letter affected me with two 
contrary paſſions, with gladneſs and 
ſorrow. The beginning of it dilated my 
ſpirits with apprehenſions of joy, that 
you are ſo well recovered of your late 
ſickneſs, which I heartily congratulate : 
but the concluſton of vour Lordfhip's let- 
ter contraſted my ſpirits, and plunges 
them in a deep ſenſe of juſt ſorrow, while 
you pleaſe: to write me news of my dear 
father's death. Permuſſit inilium er- 
cufft finis, Truly, my Lord, it is the 
heavieſt news that ever was ſent me : but 


P when I recolle& myſelf, and conſider the 


fairneſs and maturity of his age, and that 
it was rather a gentle diſſolution than a 
death; when I contemplate that infinite 
advantage he hath got by this change and 
tranſmigration, it much lightens the 
weight of my grief: for if ever human 
foul entered heaven, ſurely his is there. 
Such was his conſtant piety to God, his 
rare indulgence to his children, his cha- 
rity to his neighbours, and his candour 
in reconciling differences ; ſuch was the 
gentleneſs of his diſpoſition, his unwea- 
ried courſe in actions of virtue, that 1 
wiſh my ſoul no other felicity, when the 
hath ſhaken off theſe rage of fleſh, than 


> to his, and co-enjoy the ſame 


Excuſe 


Sect. II. 


Excuſe me, my Lord, that I take my 
leave at this time ſo abruptly of you: 
when this ſorrow is a little digeſted, you 
| ſhall hear further from me; for I am 


your Lordſhip's moſt true and humble 


ſervitor. - | 
LETTER LN. 


From the ſame to his honoured Friend, 
Miſtreſs C. at ber bouſe in Eſſex, 


London, 5th March. 
Tur was no ſorrow ſunk dee 
into me a great while, than that 
which I conceived upon the death of my 
dear friend your huſband. The laſt of- 
fice I could do him was to put him in his 
grave; and I am ſorry to have met others 
there (who had hetter means to come in 
a coach with fix horſes than I) in ſo mean 
equipage, to perform the laſt act of re- 
ſpe& to ſo worthy a friend. I have ſent 
you herewith an elegy, which my melan- 
choly muſe hath breathed out upon his 
hearſe. I ſhall be very careful about the 
tomb you intend him, and will think 
upon an epitaph. I pray preſent my re- 
ſpects to Mrs Anne Mayne. So wiſhin 
you all comfort and contentment, I te 
yours, moſt ready to be commanded. 


LET TEX HE | 
From the ſame to Sir Ed. B. Knight. 


Sir, London, 25th July 1635. 
] RECEIVED yours this Maundy-Thurſ- 

day: and whereas among other paſ- 
ſages, and high endearments of love, 
you deſire to know what method I ob- 
lerve in the exerciſe of my devotions, I 
thank you for your requeſt, which I have 
reaſon to believe doth proceed from an 
extraordinary reſpect to me; and I will 
deal with you herein as one ſhould do 
with his confeſſor 

It is true, though there be rules and ru- 
brics in our Liturgy ſufficient to guide 
every one in the performance of all holy 
duties, yet | believe every one hath ſome 
mode and model or formulary, of his 
own, ſpecially for his private cubicular 
devotions, 

I will begin with the laſt day of the 
week, and with the latter end of that 
day, I mean Saturday evening, on which 


ot 


M O D n 
venice, for being delivered from a very 


Thave faſted ever ſince I was a youth in 


» 
2313 


t danger. This year I uſe ſome ex · 
— 2 of devotion, to uſher in 
the enſuing Sunday, in Hymns, and va- 
rious prayers of my own penning, before 
I go to bed. On Sunday morning I riſe 
earlier than upon other days, to prepare 
myſelf for the ſanctifying of it; nor do 
I uſe barber, taylor, ſhoe - maker, or anyx 
other mechanic, that morning: and what» 
ſoever diverſions or lets may hinder me 
the week before, I never miſs, but in 
caſe of ſickneſs, to repair to God's holy 
houſe that day, where L come before 
prayets begin, to make myſelf fitter for 
the work by ſome previous medifations, 
and to take the whole ſervice along with 
me; nor do I love to mingle ſpeech with 
any in the interim, about news or worldly 
negotiations, in God's holy houſe. I. 
proſtrate myſelf in the humbleſt and de- 
centeſt way of genuflection I can imagine; 


nor do I believe there can be any exceſs 


of exterior humility in that place; there- 
fore | do not like thoſe ſquatting unſeemly 
bold poſtures upon one's tail, or muffling 
the ie in the hat, or thruſting it in 
ſome hole, or covering it with one's 
hand ; but with bended knee, and in open 
confident face, I fix my eyes on the eaſt 
part of the church, and heaven. I en- 
deavour to apply every tittle of the ſer- 
vice to my own conſcience and occaſions z 
and I believe the want of this, with the 
huddling up and careleſs reading of ſome 
miniſters, with the commonneſs of it, is 
the greateſt cauſe that many do under- 
value and take a ſurfeit of our public 
ſervice. | | 


For the reading and ſinging Pſalms, 


' whereas moſt of them are either petitions 


or euchariſtical ejaculations, I liſten to 
them more attentively, and make them 
my own. When I ſtand at the Creed, I 
think upon the cuſtom they have in Po- 
land, and elſewhere, for gentlemen to 
draw their ſwords all the while, intima- 
ting thereby that they will defend it 
with their lives and blood. And for the 
Decalogue, whereas others uſe to riſe, 
and ſit, I ever kneel at it in the humbleſt 
and tremblingeſt poſture of all, to crave 
remiſſion for the breaches paſſed of any 
of God's holy commandments (eſpecially 
the week before), and future grace to- 
obſerve them. | 

I love a holy devout ſermon, that firſt 
* and then cheers the en 

3 i 


314 


that begins with the Law, and ends with 
the Goſpel: but I never prejudicate or 
cenſure. any preacher, taking him. as I 
find him. | | 
And now that we are not only adulted, 
but ancient Chriſtians, I believe the moſt 
acceptable ſacrifice we can ſend up to 
heaven is prayer and praiſe; and that 
ſermons are not ſo eſſential as either of 
them to the true practice of devotion. 
The reſt of the holy ſabbath I ſequeſter 
my body and mind as much as I can 
from worldly affairs. | 
Upon Monday morn, as ſoon as the 
Cinque-Ports are open, I have a parti- 
cular prayer of thanks, that I am re- 
prieved to the beginning of that week ; 
and every day following 1 knock thrice 
at heaven's-gate, in the morning, in the 


evening, and at night; beſides prayers - 


at meals, and ſome other occaſional eja- 
culations, as upon the putting on of a 
clean ſhirt, waſhing my hands, and at 
lighting of candles z which, becauſe they 
are ſudden, I do in the third perſon. 

Tueſday morning I riſe winter and 
ſummer as ſoon as I awake, and ſend up 
a more particular facrifice for ſome rea- 
ſons ; and as I am diſpoſed, or have buſt- 
neſs, I go to bed again. = | 

Upon Wedneſday night I always faſt, 
and perform alſo ſome extraordinary acts 
of devotion, as alſo upon Friday night; 

and Saturday morning, as ſoon as my 
ſenſes are unlocked, I get up. And in 
the ſummer - time, I am oftentimes abroad 
in ſome private field, to attend the ſun- 
riſing : and as I pray thrice every day, 
fo I faſt thrice every week; at leaſt I eat 
but one meal upon Wedneſdays, Fridays, 
and Saturdays, in regard I am jealous 
with myſelf, to have more infirmities to 
anſwer for than others, | 
Before I go to bed, I make a ſcrutiny 
what peccant humours have reignedin me 
that day; and fo I reconcile myſelf to 
my Creator, and ſtrike a tally in the ex- 
chequer of heaven for my quietus eff, 
ere I cloſe my eyes, and leave no burden 
upon my conſcience. 

Before I preſume te take the holy ſa- 
crament, I uſe ſome extraordinary acts of 
humiliation to prepare myſelf ſome 
days before, and by doing ſome deeds of 
charity; and commonly I compoſe ſome 
new prayers. | | 

I uſe not to ruſh raſkly into prayer 
without a trembling precedent medita- 


you take in your journey to heaven: for 
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tion; and if any odd thoughts intervene, . 
and grow upon me, I check myſelf, and 
recommence ; and this is incident to long 
prayers, which are more ſubject to man's 
weakneſs and the devil's malice. 

By theſe ſteps I ſtrive to climb up to 
heaven, and my ſoul prompts me I ſhall 
go thither ; for there is no object in the 
world delights me more than to caſt up 
my eyes that way, ſpecially in a ſtar- 
light night : and if my mind be overcaſt 
with any odd clouds of melancholy, when 
I look up and behold that glorious fa- 
bric, which I hope ſhall be my country 
hereafter, there are new ſpirits begot in 
me preſently, which make me ſcorn the 
world, and the pleaſures thereof, conſi- 
dering the vanity of the one, and the 
inanity of the other. | 

Thus my foul ſtill moves eaſtward, as 
all the heavenly bodies do ; but I muſt 
tell you, that as thoſe bodies are over- 
maſtered, and ſnatched away to the weſt, 
raptu primi mobilis, by the general motion 
of the tenth ſphere, bo by thoſe epidemi- 
cal infirmities which are incident to man, 
I am often ſnatched away a clean con- 
trary courſe, yet my ſoul perſiſts ill in 


her own proper motion. I am often at 


variance and angry with myſelf (nor do 
I hold this anger to be any breach of 
charity), when I conſider, that whereas 
my Creator intended this body of mine, 


though a lump of clay, to be a temple 


of his holy ſpirit, my affections ſhould 
turn it often to a brothel houſe, my paſ- 
ſions to a bedlam, and my exceſſes to an 
hoſpital. : | 

eing of a lay profeſſion, ' I humbly 


conform to the conſtitutions of the 


church and my ſpiritual ſuperiors ;. and 
I hold this obedience to be an acceptable 
ſacrifice to God. 5 
Difference in opinion may work a diſ- 
affection in me, but not a deteſtation; J 
rather pity than hate Turk or Infidel, for 
they are of the ſame metal, and bear the 


-ſame ſtamp as I do, though the inſcrip- 


tions differ: if I hate any, it is thoſe 
ſchiſmatics that puzzle the ſweet peace 
of our church; fo that I could be con- 
tent to ſee an Anabaptiſt go to hell on a 
Brownift's back. 

Noble Knight, now that I have thus 
eviſcerated myſelf, and dealt fo clearly 
with you, I defire, by way of correſpond- 
ence, that you would tell me what way 


if 


Sect. II. 


if my breaſt lie ſo 
fitting yours ſhould be ſhut up to me; 
therefore I pray let me hear from you 
- when it may ſand with your convenience. 
So I wiſh you your heart's defire here, 
and heaven hereafter, becauſe I am yours 


in no vulgar way of friendſhip. 


M O D 


LETTER IIV. 


From James Howell, Eſq; to Thomas 
Young, Ejq. 


Sir, Fleet, 23d April 1645. 

I RECEIVED yours of the fifth of March, 
and it was as welcome to me as flowers 
in May, which are now coming on apace. 
You ſeem to marvel I do not marry all 
this while, conſidering that I am. paſt the 
meridian of my age, and that to your 
knowledge there have been overtures 
made me of parties above my degree, 
Truly, in this point I will deal with you 
as one ſhould do with his confeſſor. Had 
been diſpoſed to have married for wealth 
without affection, or for affection without 
wealth, I had been in bonds before now ; 
but I did never caſt my eyes upon any 
et that I thonght I was born for, where 
th theſe concurred. It is the cuſtom 
of ſome (and it js a common cuſtom) to 
chuſe wives by the weight, that is, by 
their wealth. Others fall in love with 


light wives, I do not mean venerean 


lightneſs, but in reference to portion. 
The late Earl of Saliſbury gives a caveat 
for this, That beauty without a dow 
« (without that unguentum indicum) is 
as a gilded ſhell without a kernel ;” 
therefore he warns. his fon to be ſure to 
have ſomething with his wife, and his 
reaſon is, „ becauſe nothing can be 
bought in the market without money. 


Indeed it is very fitting that he or ſhe 


ſhould have herewith to ſupport both, 


according to their quality, at leaſt to keep 


the wolt from the door, otherwiſe it were 
a mere madneſs to marry; but he who 
hath enough of his own to maintain a 


wife, and marrieth only for money, diſ- 


covereth a poor ſordid diſpoſition. There 
1s nothing that my nature diſdains more 


than to be a ſlave to ſilver or gold; for 


though they both carry the King's face, 
yet they ſhall never reign over me: and 
I would I were free from all other infir- 


n to you, it is not. 


merides tells me: 


caſion of a ſudden diſtem 


fore who would ca 
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mities as I am from this. I am none of 
thoſe mammoniſts who adore white and 
red earth, and make their princes picture 
their ide] that way : ſuch may be ſaid to 
be under a perpetual eclipſe, for the earth 
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ſtands always betwixt them and the fair 
face of heaven. Vet my genius prompts 
me, that I was born under a planet, not 
to die in a lazaretto. At my nativity my 
aſcendant was that hot conſtellation of 
Cancer about the dog-days, as my Ephe- 
rs was then predo- 
minant. Of all the elements, fire ſways 
moſt in me: I have many aſpiring and 
airy odd thoughts ſwell often in me, ac- 
cording to the quality of the ground 
whereon I was born, which was the belly 
of a huge hill ſituated ſouth-eaſt ; ſo that 
the houſe I came from (beſides my father 
and mother's coat) muſt needs be illuſ- 
trious, being more obvious to the ſun- 
beams than ordinary. I have, upon oc- 
„ ſometimes 
a madman, ſometimes a fool, ſometimes 
a melancholy odd fellow, to deal withal, 
I mean myſelf, for I have the humours 
within me that belong to all three ; there- 
herſelf away u 
ſuch a one? Beſides, I came tumbling 
out into the world a pure cadet, a true 
coſinopolite; not born to land, leaſe, 
houſe or office: it is true, I have pur- 
chaſed ſince a ſmall ſpot of ground upon - 
Parnaſſus, which I hold in fee of the 
Muſes ; and I have endeavoured to ma- 
nure-it as well as I could, though I con- 
feſs it hath yielded me little fruit hitherto. 
And what woman would be ſo mad as to 
take that only for her jointure ? 

But to come to the point. of wiving, I 
would have you know,that I have, though 
never married, divers children already, 
ſome French, ſome Latin, one Italian, 
and many Engliſh ; and though they be 
but poor brats of the brain, yet are they 
legitimate, and Apollo himſelf vouch- 
ſafed to — in their production. 
] have expoſed them to the wide world, 
to try their fortunes; and ſome (out of 
compliment) would make me believe 
they are long-lived, | 8 

But to. come at Jaſt to your kind of 
wiving, I acknowledge that marriage is 


an honourable condition; nor dare. 1 
think otherwiſe without profaneneſs, for 
it is the epithet the holy text gives it. 
Therefore it was a wild ſpeech of the 


philoſo 


1 


body, ſenſes, or intellectuals. 


: 


philoſopher to ſay, that if our conver- 


ſation could be without women, angels 
«© would come down and dwell among 
« us ; and a wilder ſpeech it was of the 
cynic, when paſſing Dy a tree where a 
maid had made herſelf away, wiſhed 
« that all trees might bear ſuch fruit. 
But I wonder why you write to me af 
wiving, when you know I have much ado 
to maintain myſelf, as I told you before; 
yet, notwithſtanding that the better part 
of my days are already threaded upon the 
ſtring of time, I will not deſpair but I 
have a wife at laſt that may perhaps 
enable me to build hoſpitals : for 1 h 
nine long luſtres of years have now paſſed 
over my head, and ſome winters more 
for all my life, conſidering the few ſun- 
ines ] have had, may be called nothing 
but winters), yet, I thank God for it, I 
find no ſymptom of decay, _ in 
ut, 
writing thus extravagantly, methinks I 
Hear you ſay, that' this letter ſhews I 
begin to dote and you idle; therefore 
] will diſplay myſelf no further to you at 
this time. | 
To tell you the naked truth, my dear 
Tom, the higheſt pitch of my aim is, 
that by ſome condition or other I may be 
enabled at laſt (though I be put to ſow, 
the time that others uſe to reap) to quit 
ſcores with the world, but never to can- 
cel that precious obligation wherein I am 
indifſolubly bound to live and die your 
true conſtant friend. | 


LETTER LV. 


Sir, Weſtm. 25th Auguſt 1633. 
1 Px Ax ſtir nimbly in the buſineſs you 

imparted to me laſt, and let it not 
languiſh; you know how much it con- 
cerns your credit, and the conveniency 
of a friend, who deſerves ſo well of you: 
I fear you will meet with divers obſtacles 
in the way, which if you cannot remove, 
you muſt overcome. A lukewarm irre- 
ſolute man did never any thing well; 
every thought entangles him; therefore 
you muſt purſue the point of your deſign 


wich heat, and ſet all wheels a-going. 


- 
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Book II. 
It is a true badge of a generous nature, 


being once embarked in a buſineſs, to 
and ſpread every ſail, main, 


hoiſe vu 
mizen, ſprit, and top-fail ; by that means 
he will ſooner arrive at his port. If the 
winds be fo croſs, and that there be ſuch 
a fate in the thing, that it can take no 
effect, yet you ſhall have wherewith to 


ſatisfy an honeſt mind that you left no- 


thing unattempted to compaſs it; for in 
the conduct of human affairs it is a rule, 
That a good conſcience hath always 
within doors enough to reward itſelf, 
though the ſucceſs fall not out according 
to the merit of the endeavour. | 

I was, according to your defire; to 
viſit the late new married couple more 


than once; and to tell you true, I never 
/ 


ſaw ſuch a diſparity between two that 
were made one fleſh in all my life : he 
handſome outwardly, but of odd condi- 


tions; ſhe excellently qualified, but hard- 


favoured: ſo that the one may be com- 
pared to a cloth of tiſſue doublet, cut 
upon coarſe canvas; the other to a buck- 
ram petticoat lined with ſattin. I think 
Clotho had her fingers ſmutted in ſnuffing 
the candle, when ſhe begun to ſpin the 
thread of her life, and Lacheſis frowned 
in twiſting it up; but Aglaia, with the 


reſt of the Graces, were in a good hu- 


mour when they formed her inner-parts ; 
A blindman is fitteſt to hear her ſing ; 
one would take delight to ſee her dance 
if maſked ; and it would pleaſe you to 
diſcourfe with her in the dark, for there 
ſhe is beſt company, if your imagination 
can forbear to run upon her face. When 


you marry, I wiſh you ſuch an infide of 


a wife ; but from ſuch an outward phiſ- 


nomy the Lord deliver you, and your 
' From James Howell, Eſq; to Mafler 
| Tomas Adams, 


faithful friend to ſerve you. 


LETTER LVI. 
From the ſameto Mr. B. J. 


Weſtminſter, 3d July 1635. 

HE fangs of a bear, and the tuſks of 

a wild boar, do not bite worle, and 
make deeper gaſhes than a gooſe quill, 
ſometimes; no, not the badger himſelf, 
who is ſaid to be fo tenacious of his bite, 
that he will not give over his hold till he 
feels his teeth meet, and the bone crack. 


Your quill hath proved ſo to Mr, * 
b t 


* 
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bim, it ſeems, was made rather of a 
cupine than a gooſe-quill, it is ſo 
and firm, You know, | | 
Anſer apis, vitulus, populos & regna gubernant. 
The gooſe, the bee, and the calf 


| (meaning wax, parchment, and the pen), 


rule the world; but, of the three, the 
pen is* the moſt predominant. I know 
you have a commanding one, but you 
muſt not let it tyrannize in that manner 


as you have done lately. Some give out 


there was a hair in it, or that your ink 
was too thick with gall, elſe it would not 
have fo beſpattered and ſhaken the repu- 
tation of a royal Architect; for reputa- 
tion, you know, is like a fair ſtru ture, 
long time a rearing, but quickly ruined, 


II your ſpirit will not let you retract, yet 


you ſhall do well to * any more co- 
nies of the Satire; for to deal plainly 
with you, you have loſt ſome ground at 


Court by it ; and, as I hear from a good 


hand, the King, who hath ſo great a 
judgment in poetry (as in all other things 
elſe) is not well pleaſed therewith, Dif- 
penſe with this freedom of your reſpect- 
ful S. and ſervitor. | 


LETTER LVII. 
From the ſame to D. C. Eſq. 


Sir, Weſtm. 15th Auguſt 1636. 
I my laſt I writ to you that C. Mor. 

was dead (I meant in a moral ſenſe). 
He is now alive again, for he hath ab- 
jured that club which was uſed to knock 
him in the head fo often, and drown him 
commonly once a day. I diſcover divers 
ſymptoms of regeneration in him; for 


he rails bitterly againſt Bacchus, and 


{wears there's a devil in every berry of 
his grape; therefore he reſolves here- 
after, though he may dabble a little ſome- 
times, he will be never drowned again. 
You know Kit bath a poetic fancy, and 
no unhappy one, as you find by his com- 
poſitions; you know alſo that poets have 
large ſouls, they have ſociable. free ge- 
neious ſpirits, and there are few who ute 
to drink of Helicon's waters, but they 
love to mingle it with ſome of Lyæus li- 
quor to heighten their ſpirits. There is 
no creature that is kneaded of clay, but 
hath His frailties, extravagancies, and 
exceſſes, ſome way or other; for you 
mult not think that man can be better out 


MODE RN. 


| 317 
but the pen where with you have ſo gaſhed of Paradiſe than he was within it: zemo - 


- ſine crimine. He that cenſures the good 


fellow commonly makes no conſcience of 
122 and gor mandizing at home; and 

believe more men do dig their graves 
with their teeth than with the tankard. 
They who tax others of vanity and pri 
have commonly that ſordid vice of co- 
vetouſneſs attends them ; and he who 
traduceth others of being a ſervant to 
ladies doth baſer things. We are no 
angels upon earth, but we aret rted 
with ſome infirmity or other; and it will 
be ſo while theſe frail flexible humours 
reign within us; while we have fluices of 
warm blood running through our veins, 
there muſt be oft - times ſome irregular 
motions in us. > 

This, as I conceive, is the black- bean 
which the Turks Alcoran ſpeaks of; 
when they feign, that Mahomet being 
aſleep among the mountains of the moon, 
two angels deſcended, and ripping his 
breaſt, they took his heart and waſhed it 
in ſnow, and after pulled out a black 
bean, which was the portion of the devil; 
and fo replaced the heart. | 

In your next, you ſhall do well to con- 

gratulate his reſurrection, or regeneration, - 
or rather emergency from that courſe he 
was plunged in formerly ; you know it 
as well as I; and truly I believe he will 
2 ne wer and newer every day. We 

nd that a ſtumble makes one take firmer 
footing; and the baſe ſuds which vice 
uſeth to leave behind it makes virtue af- 
terwards far more gultful : no knowledge 
is like that of contraries. Kit hath now 
overcome himſelt ; therefore I think he 
will be too hard for the devil hereafter. 
I pray hold on your reſolution to be here 
the next term, that we may tattle a little 
of Tom Thumb, mine hoſt of Andover, 
or ſome ſuch matters. So I am your 
molt affectionate ſervitor, 


LETTER LI. 
From the ſame to G. G. Eſq; a? Rome. 


Sir, 

HavE more thanks to give you than 

can be folded up in this narrow paper, 
though it were all writ in the eloſeſt kind 
of ftenography, for the rich and accu- 
rate account you pleaſe to give me of that 
renowned city wherein you now ſojourn, 
I find you have moſt judicioully pryed 


into 
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into all matters, both civil and clerical, 
eſpecially the latter, by obſerving the 
poverty and penances of the Fryer, the 
policy and power of the Jeſuit, the pomp 
of the Prelate and Cardinal. Had it not 
been for the two firſt, I believe the two 
laſt, and that ſee, had been at a low ebb 


La by this time; for the learning the pru- 


dential ſtate, knowledge, and auſterity of 
the one, and the venerable opinion the 
people have of the abſtemious and rigid 
condition of the other, eſpecially of the 
Mendicants, ſeem to make ſome com- 
penſation for the lux and magnificence of 
the two laſt : beſides, they are more be- 
holden to the Proteſtant than they are 
aware of; for unleſs he had riſen up 
about the latter end of this laſt century 
of years, which made them more cir- 
cumſpect and wary of their ways, life, 
and actions, to what an intolerable high 
- exceſs that Court had come to by this 
time, you may eaſily conjecture. But 
out of my ſmall reading I have obſerved, 
that no age, ever ſince Gregory the 
Great, hath paſſed, wherein ſome or 
other kath not repined and murmured at 
the pontifical pomp of that Court : yet, 
tor my part, I have been always fo cha- 
ritable, as to think that the Religion of 
Rome and the Court of Rome were dif- 
ferent things. The counterbuſf that 


happened betwixt Leo X. and Francis I. 


of France, is very remarkable; who being 


both met at Bolonia, the King ſeemed to 


give a light touch at the Pope's pomp, 
laying, ** It was not uſed to be fo in 
« former times.—** It may be fo,” 
faid Leo, „but it was then when Kings 
kept ſheep (as we read in the old 
% Teltament).” —* No,“ the King re- 
plied, “ I ſpeak of times under the 
.«« Goſpel.” Then rejoined the Pope, 
« Tt was then when Kings did viſit hoſ- 
« pitals;" hinting by thoſe words at St. 
Lewis, who uſed oft to do ſo. It is me- 
morable what is recorded in the Life of 
Robert Groſthed, Biſhop of Lincoln, 
| who lived in the time of one of the 
Leo's, that he feared the ſame fin would 
overthrow Leo as overthrew Lucifer, 

For news hence, I know none of your 
friends but are as well as you left them, 
hombres y hembras. You are freſh and 
very frequent in their memory, and men- 
tioned with a thouſand good wiſhes and 
benedictions. Among others, you have 
a large room in the memory of my Lady 


Elizabeth and 1 do not think all 
Rome can afford you a fairer lodging. 
I pray be cautious of your carriage un- 
der that meridian ; it is a ſearching (in- 
quiſitive) air: you have two eyes and 
two ears, but one tongue. You know 
my meaning. This laſt you muſt im- 
priſon (as nature hath already done with 
a double fence of teeth and lips), or elſe 
ſhe may impriſon you, according to our 
countryman Mr. Hoſkins's advice, when 
he was in the tower; 
Vincula de linguæ, vel tibi lingua dabit. 

Have a care of your health ; take heed 
of the ſyrens, of exceſs in fruit, and be 
ſure to mingle your wine well with water, 
No more now, but that in the large cata- 
logue of friends you have left behind 
here, there's none who is more mindful 
of you than your moſt affectionate and 
faithful ſervitor, | - 


9 
LETTER LIX. | 
From James Howell, Eſq; to Dr. T. P. 


Sir, Weſtm. 6th Sept. 1640. 

HAD yours of the 1oth current, 

wherein you writ me tidings of. our 
friend T. D. and what his deſires tend 
to, In my opinion they are ſomewhat 
extravagant. 1 have read of one, that 
loving honey more than ordinary, ſeemed 
to complain againſt Nature, that ſhe 
made not a bee as big as a bull, that we 
might have it in greater plenty: another, 
who was much given to fruit, wiſhed the 
pears and plums were as big as pum- 
pions, Theſe were but filly vulgar 
wiſhes ; for. if a bee were as big as a 
bull, it muſt have a ſting proportionable; 
and what miſchief do you think fuck 
things will do, when we can hardly en- 
dure the ſting of that ſmall inſected ani- 
mal, as now it is? And if pears and 
plums were as big as pumpions, it were 
dangerous walking in an orchard about 
the autumnal equinoctial, at which time 
they are in their full maturity, for fear 
of being knocked in the head. Nature, 
the handmaid of God Almighty, doth 
nothing but with good advice, if we 
make reſearches into the true reaſon of 
things : you know what anſwer the fox 
gave the ape, when he would have bor- 
rowed part of his tail to cover his 


{teriors. 
po The 
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The wiſhes you wrote that T. D. lately 
made, were almoſt as extravagant in civil 
matters, as the aforementioned were in 
natural ; for if he were partaker of them, 
they would draw more inconveniences 
upon him than benefit, being nothing 
| fortable either to his diſpoſition or breed- 
ing, and for other reaſons beſides, which 
I will reſerve till my coming 1 and 1 
pray let him know ſo much from me, 

with my commendations. So I reſt yours 
in the perfecteſt degree of friendſhip. 


LEFT 3+: 
From the ſame to Mr. T. N. 


Sir, Weſtminſter, 28th Feb. 1634. 
1 AM heartily glad you have prevailed 

ſo far with my lady your mother, as 
to have leave to travel awhile ; and now 
that you are bound for France and Italy, 
let me give you this caution, to take heed 
of a ſpeedy friend in the firſt, and of a 


ſow enemy in the ſecond. The cour- 


teſies of an Italian, if you make him 
jealous of you, are dangerous, anc ſo are 
his compliments : he will tell you that he 
kiſſeth your hand a thouſand times over, 
when he wiſheth them both cut off. 
The French are a free and debonaire 
accoſtable people, both men and women. 
Among the one, at firit entrance, one 
may have acquaintance, and at the firſt 
acquaintance one may have entrance; for 
the other, whereas the old rule was, that 
tbere could be no true friendſhip without 
 commeſſation of a buſhel of ſalt, one may 
have enough there before he eat a ſpoon- 
ful with them, T like that friendſhip 
which by ſoft gentle pauſes ſteals upon 
the affection; and grows mellow with 
time, by reciprocal offices. and trials of 
love: that friendſhip is like to laſt long, 
and never to ſhrink in the wetting, 
So hoping to enjoy you before you go, 
and to give you a triendly foy, I reſt your 
moſt affectionate ſervitot. 


rere 


From the ſame to Sir Thomas Ha tot, 
Knight, 


Sir, Weſtmin. gth April 1636. 
I WAS invited yeſternight to a ſolemn 
ſ1pper, by B. J. where you were deeply 
- remembered ; there was good company, 


excellent cheer, choice wines, and jovial 
welcome : one thing intervened, which 
almoſt ſpoiled the reliſh of the reſt, that 
B. began to engroſs all the diſcourſe, to 
vapour extremely of himſelf, and, by 
vilifying others, to magnify his own - 
muſe. T. Ca. buzzed me in the ear, 
that though Ben. had barrelled up a great 
deal of knowledge, yet it ſeems he had 
not read the ethics, which -among other 
precepts of morality, forbid ſelf- com - 
mendation, declaring; it to be an ill-fa- 
voured ſoleciſm in good manners. It 
made me think upon the Lady (not very 
young) who having a good while given 
er .gueſts neat entertainment, a capon 


being brought upon the table, inſtead of 


a ſpoon ſhe took a mouthful of claret, and 
ſpouted into the poop of the hollow hird ; 
ſuch an accident happened in this enter- 
tainment, you know Proprio laus 
ſordet in ore; be a man's breath ever ſo 
ſweet, yet it makes one's praiſe ſtink, if 
he makes his own mputh the conduit-pipe 
of it. But for-my part, I am content to 
diſpenſe with the Roman infirmity of B. 
now that time hath ſnowed upon his peri- 
cranium. You know Ovid and (your) 
Horace were ſubject to this humour, the 
firſt burſting out into 


FJamg ; opus exegi, quod nec Jovis ira, nec 


ignis, &c. 
The other into | 
Fxegi monumentum ere perennius, &c, 


As alſo Cicero, while he forced himſelf 
into this hexameter : Ofortunatam natam, 
me conſuls Komam ! There is another rea- 
ſon that excuſeth B. which is, that if one 
be allowed to love the natural iſſue of his 
body, why not that of the brain, which is 
of a ſpiritual and more noble extraction? 
1 prelerve your manuſcripts ſafe for you 
till you return to London ; what news the 
times afford, this bearer will impart to 


you. So I am, Sir, your very humble 
and moſt faithful ſervitor, 


ren 10: 


From the ſame to his Coufin Mr. 7. * 
at Graveſend. | 


Couſin, Weſtm. 3d Aug. 1634. 


G ſend you à good paſſage to Hol 
land, and the world to your min f 


when you are there. Now, that you in- 
tend to trail a pike, and make profeſſion 
of 
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of arms, let me give you this caveat, that 
nothing muft be more precious to you 
_ than your reputation. As I know you have 
à ſpirit not to receive wrong, ſo you muſt 
be careful not to offer any, for the one is 
as baſe as the other; your pulſe will be 
quickly felt, and trial made what metal 
you are made of ater your toming. If 


you get but once handſomely off, you are 


made ever after ; for you will be free 
from all baffles and affonts. He that 
„ hath once got the fame of an early 
- & riſer, may ſſeep till noon.” Therefore 
be wondrous wary of your firſt comport- 
ments; get once a good name, and be 
very tender of it afterwards, for it is like 
the Venice-glaſe, quickly cracked, never 
to be mended, patched it may be. To 
this purpoſe take along with you this fa- 
ble : It happened that Fire, Water, and 
Fame went to travel together (as you 
are going now), they conſulted, that if 
they loſt one another how they might be 
retrieved apd- meet again: Fire aid, 
*© Where you ſee {moke there you ſhall 
c find me: Water ſaid, ©* where you 
* fee marſh and moo iſh low ground, 
e there you ſhall find me:“ but Fame 
ſaid, ** Take care how you loſe me, for 
if you do you will run a great hazard 
% never to meet me again, there is no 
« retrieving of me.“ - 

It imports you alſo to conform yourſelf 
to your commanders, and fo you may 
more confidently demand obedience, 
' when you come to command yourſelf, as 
I doubt not but you may do in a ſmall 
time. The Hogen Mogen are very ex- 
a& in their polemical government, their 
pay is ſore, though ſmall, “ four ſhillings 
«« a- week being too little a hire, as one 
faid, „ to kill men.” At your return I 
hope you will give a better account of 
your doings than he, who being atked 
what exploits he had done in the Low 
Countries, anſwered, that he had cut off 
a Spaniard's legs: reply being made, 
that that was no great matter, it had 
been ſomething if he had cut off his 
head; „ O, faid he, „you muſt con- 
« ſider his head was off before. Ex- 
cuſe me that I take my leave of you ſo 
pleaſantly, but I know you will rake an 
thing in good part from him who 1s 
— your truly affectionate couſin. 
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LETTER LXIII. 


From James Howell, Eſq; to his Nephery 
P. at St. John's in Oxford, 

Nephew, Weſtm. rſt Auguſt 1633. 
[ HAD from you lately two letters; the 
* laſt was well freighted with very good 
Ruff, but the other, to deal plainly with 
you, was not fo : there was as much dif- 
ference between them, as hetwixt a 
Scotch pedlar's pack in Poland, and the 
magazine of an Engliſh merchant in Na- 
ples ; the one being uſvally full of taffaty, 
filks, and ſattins; the other of callicoes, 
thread ribbons, and ſuch Poldavy ware. 
] perceive you have good commodities to 
vend, if you take the pains : your trifles 
and bagatelles are ill beſtowed upon me, 
therefore hereafter I pray let me have 
of your beſt fort of wares. I am glad 
to find that you have ſtored up ſo much 
already : you are in the beſt mart in the 
world to improve them; which I hope 
you daily do, and I doubt not, when the 
time of your apprenticeſhip there is ex- 
pired, but you will find a good market to 
expoſe them, for your own and the public 
benefit abroad. I have ſent you the 
philoſophy-hooks you wrote to me for; 
any thing that you want of this kind for 
the advancement of your ſtudies, do but 
write, and I ſhall furniſh you. When 1 
was a ſtudent as you are, my practice was 
to borrow rather than buy ſome ſort of 
books, and to be always punQual in re- 
ſtoring them upon the day aſſigned, and 
in the interim to ſwallow of them as 
much as made for my turn. This obliged 
me to read them throvgh with more haſte 
to keep my word, whereas I had not been 
ſo careful to peruſe them, had they been 
my own books, which 1 knew were al- 
ways ready at my diſpoſe. I thank you 
heartily for your laſt letter, in regard [ 
found it (melt of the lamp; I pray let 
your next do ſo, and the oil and labour 
ſhall not be loſt which you expend upon 
your aſſured loving uncle. 


LETTER IXIv. 


From the ſame to the Right Honourable the 
Lady Elizabeth Digby. 


Madam, Weſtm. 5th Auguſt. 


* is no improper compariſon that 2 
thankful heart 1s like a box of precious 
e ointment, 
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ointment, which keeps the ſmell long 
after the thing is ſpent. Madam, with- 
out vanity be it ſpoken, ſuch is my heart 
to you, and ſuch are your favours to me, 
the ſtrong aromatic odour they carried 
with them diffuſed itſelf through all the 
veins of my heart, eſpecially — the 
leſt ventricle where the moſt illuſtrious 
blood lies; ſo that the perfume of them 
remains till freſh within me, and is like 
to do while that triangle of fleſh dilates 
and ſhuts itſelf within my breaſt; nor 
doth this perfume ſtay there, but as all 
ſmells naturally tend upwards, it hath 
aſcended to my brain, and ſweetened all 
the cells. thereof, eſpecially the memory, 
which may be ſaid to be a cabinet alſo 
to preſerve courteſies; for though the 
heart be the box of love, the memory is 
the box of laſtisgneſs; the one may be 
termed the fource whence the motions of 
gratitude flow, the other the ciſtern that 
keeps them, 

But your Ladyſhip will ſay, theſe ave 
werds only; I confeſs it, it is but a ver- 
bal acknowledgment : but, Madam, if I 
were made happy with an opportunity, 
you ſhall quickly find theſe words turned 
to actions, either to go, to run or ride 
upon your errand. In expedtation of 
ſuch a favourable occaſion, I reſt, Ma- 
dam, your Ladyſhip's molt -humble and 
enchained ſervitor. 1 


E 
From the ſame to Sir Edw. Sa. Knight. 


Sir Fdw, Fleet, 26th March1643. 

HAD a ſhrewd diſcaſe hung lately 
upon me, proceeding, as the phyſicians 
told me, from this long recluſed life, and 
cloſe reſtraint, which had much waſted 
my ſpirits and brought me low; when 
the criſis was 
douhttul that I had but à ſhort time to 
breathe in this elementary world; my 
fever ſtill increaſing, and finding my ſoul 
weary of this muddy manſion, and me- 
thought, more weary of this priſon of 
fleſh, than this fleſh was of this priſon of 
the Fleet. Therefore after ſome gentle 
!lumbers, and unuſual dreams, about the 
dawrings of the day I had a lueid in- 
ral, and I fell thinking how to put m 
tele houſe in order, and to make my fall 
will. Hereupon my thoughts ran upon 
Grunmus Sophiſta's laſt teſtament, who 


paſt, I began to grow 


Lady, the Lady Core, and it may help 
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having nothing elſe to diſpoſe of but bis 
body, he bequeathed all the parts thereot 
in legacies, as his (kin to the tanners, his 
bones to the dice-makers, his guts to the 
muſicians, his fingers to the ſcriveners, 
his tongue to his fellow - ſophiſters (which 
were the lawyers of thoſe times), and ſo 
forth. As he thus diſſected his body, ſo 
I thought to divide my mind into legacies, 
having, as you know, little of the out- 
ward pelf and gifts of fortune to diſpoſe 
of; for never any was leſs beholden to 
that blind baggage. In the higheſt de- 
gree of theorical contemplation, I made 
an entire ſacrifice of my foul to her. 
Maker, who by infuſing created her, and 

creating infuſed her to actuate this 
ſmall bulk of fleſh, with an unſhaken con- 
fidence of the redemption of both in my 
Saviour, and conſequently of the ſalvation 
of the one, and the reſurrection of the 
other. My thoughts then reflected upon 
divers of my noble friends, and I fell to 


proportion to them what legacies I held 


moſt proper. I thought to bequeath to 
my Lord of Cherberry,and Sir K. Digby, 
that little philoſophy and knowledge I. 


have in the mathematics; my hiſtorical 


obſervations, and critical reſearches I 
made into enn. I thought to be- 
queath unto Dr. Uſher, Lord Primate of 
Ireland : my obſervations abroad, and 
inſpection into foreign ſtates, I thought 
to jeave to my Lord G. D.; my poetry, 
ſuch as it is, to Mrs. A. K. who 1 
know is a great minion of the muſes ; 
ichool-languages I thought to bequeath 
unto my dear mother the univerlity o 

Oxford ; my Spaniſh to Sir Lewis Dives, 
and Maſter Endimion Porter ; for though 
they are great maſters of that language, 
yet it may ſtead them ſomething when 
they read la picara Fuftina ; my Italian 
to the worthy company of Turkey and 
Levantine merchants, from divers © 

whom I have received many noble fa- 
vours; my French to my moſt honoured 
her ſomething to underſtand Rabelais ; 
the little ſmattering. J have in the Dutch, 
Britiſh, and my Engliſh, I did noveſteem 
worth the bequeathing ; my love I ha 

hequeathed to be diffuſed among all my 
dear friends, eſpecially thoſe that have 
tuck unto me in this my long affen; 
my beſt natural affections betwixt the 
Lord B. of Br. my brother Howell, and 
my three dear ſiſters, to be transferred 
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oy them to my couſins their children. 
his little ſackful of bones I thought to 
bequeath to Weſtminſter Abbey, to be 
interred in the cloyſter within the ſouth- 
fide of the garden, cloſe to the wall, 
where I would have defired Sir H. F. 
(my dear friend) to have inlaid a ſmall 
piece of black marble, and cauſe this 
motto to have heen inſculped on it, Huc- 
uſque peregrinus, hic domi; or this, which 
I would have left to his choice, Hucuſque 
erraticus, hic fixus: and inſtead of ſtrew- 
ing my grave with flowers, I would have 
defired him to have grafted thereon ſome 
little tree of what fort he pleaſed, that 
might have taken root downwaid to my 
duſt, becauſe I have been always naturally 
affected to woods and groves, and thoſe 
kind of vegetables; inſomuch, that if 
there were any ſuch thing as a Pythago- 
rean metempſychoſis, I think my ſoul 
would tranſmigrate into ſome tree, when 
ſhe bids this body farewel. 

By theſe extravagances and odd chi- 
meras of my brain, you may well per 
ceive that I was not well, but diſtempered, 
eſpecially in my intellectuals; according 
to the Spaniſh proverb, fem re deſwarios 
con la calentura; ** Fevers have always 
« their fits of dotage. Among thoſe to 
hom I had bequeathed my deareſt love, 

ou were one to whom I had intended a 
cok proportion; and that love which I 
would have left you then in legacy, I 
ſend you now in this letter; for it hath 
pleaſed God to reprieve me for a longer 
time to creep upon this earth, and to ſee 
better days, I hope, when this black diſ- 
mal cloud is diſpelled; but come foul or 
fair weather, I (all be, as formerly, your 
moſt conſtant faithful ſervitor, 


LETTER LIXVL 


From Fames Howell, Ejq; to Mr. E. F. 
Counſellor at the Middle Temple. 


Sir . Fleet, 1ſt Feb. 1645. 

HAD yours this morning, and I thank 

you for the news you ſend me, that 
divers of my fellow-ſufferers are enlarged 
out of Lambeth, Wincheſter, London, 
and Ely-houſe : whereunto I may anſwer 
you as the cheap- ſide porter did one that 
related court news to him, how ſuch a 
one was made Lord Treaſurer, another 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, another 
was made an Earl, another ſworn Privy- 


Counſellor: “ Ay,” faid he, © yet Iam 
„but a porter ſtill.” So I may ſay, 1 
am but a priſoner ſtill, notwithſtanding 
the releaſement of ſo many. Miſtake 
me not, as if I repined hereby at any 
one's liberty ; for I could heartily wiſh 
that I were the unique martyy in this kind, 
that I were the figure of one with never 
a cypher after it, as God wot there are 
too many: I could with that as I am the 
leaſt in value, I were the laſt in number, 
A day may come that a favourable wind 
may blow, that I may launch alſo out of 
this Fleet. In the mean time, and al- 
ways after, I am your true and conſtant 
ſervitor. T 


LETTER LXVII. 
From the ſame 40 Mr. R. B. at Ipſwich, 


Gentle Sir, Fleet, 15th Aug. 1646. 


VALUE at a high rate the ſundry re- 

ſpects you have been pleaſed to ſhew 
me; for as you obliged me before by 
your viſits, ſo you have much endeared 
yourſelf to me ſince by your late letter of 
the 11th, current. Believe it, Sir, the 
leaſt ſcruple of your love is not loſt (be- 
cauſe 1 perceive it proceeds from the 
pure motions of virtue), but returned to 
you in the fame full proportion. But 
what. yon pleaſe to aſcribe to me in 
point of merit, I dare not own ; you look 
upon me through the wrong end: of the 
proſpective, or rather through a multi- 
plying glaſs, which makes the object ap- 
pear tar bigger than it is in real dimen- 
ſions; ſuch glaſſes as anatomiſts uſe in 
the diſſection of bodies, which can make 
a flea look like a cow, or a fly as big as 
a vulture, | 

I preſume you are conſtant in your de- 
fire to travel: if you intend it at all, you 
cannot do it in a better time, there being 
little comfort, God wot, to breathe Eng- 
liſh air, as matters are carried. I ſhall 


be glad to ſtead you in any thing that 


may tend to your advantage; for to tell 


you truly, I take much contentment in 


this inchoation of friendſhip, to improve 


and perfe& which I ſhall lie centinel to 


apprehend all occaſions. - | 

If you meet Maſter R. Brownrig in the 
country, J pray preſent my very kind 
reſpects to him; for I profeſs myſelf to 
be both his and your moſt affectionate 
a | 
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From the ſame to the Right Honourable the 


Lord of Cherberry. 


My Lord, Fleet, 13th Julyi645. 
GOP ſend you joy of your new habi- 
tation, for I underſtand your Lord- 
ſhip is removed from the King's-ſtreet 
to the Queen's. It may be, with this en- 
largement of dwelling, your Lordſhip 
may need a recruit of ſervants. The 
bearer hereof hath a defire to devote 
himſelf to your Lordſhip's ſervice 3 and 
I find that he hath a concurrence of ſuch 
parts that may. make him capable of it: 
he is well ſtudied in men and books, 
verſed in huſineſs of all forts, and writes 
a very fair hand; he is well extracted, 
and hath divers good friends that are 
dwellers in the town, who will be reſpon- 
ſible for him. Moreover, beſides this 
letter of mine, your Lordſhip will find 
that he carrieth one in his countenance 
for an honeſt ingenuous look is a good 
letter of recommendation of itſelf, If 
your Lordſhip hath not preſent occaſion 
to employ him, he may be about you 
awhile like a ſpare watch, which your 
Lordſhip may wind up at pleaſure. So 
my aim being to do your Lordſhip ſer- 
vice, as much as him a pleaſure, by this 
recommendation, I reſt your Lordſhip's 
moſt humble ſervant, . 


LETTER LEI 


Prom the ſame to Maſler 7. H. at St. 
John's College in Cambridge. 


Maſter Hall, Fleet, 23d Dec. 
OURS of the 14th of this inſtant came 
lately, though ſlowly, to hand; for 
I had it not till the 2oth of the ſame, and 
the next day your eſſays were brought 
me. I entertained both with much re- 
ipect : for I found therein many choice 
and ripe notions, which I hope proceed 
rom a pregnancy rather than p1&cocity 
ot ſpirit in you. | 
I perceive you have entered the ſubui bs 
of Sparta already, and that you are in a 
fair way fo get to the town itſelf; I 
know you have wherewith to adorn her; 
nay, you may in time gain Athens her- 
elf, with all the knowledge ſhe was ever 
miſtreſs of, if you go on in your career 
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with conſtancy. I find you have a genius 
for the moſt ſolid and fevereſt fort of 
ſtudies : therefore when you have paſſed . 
through the briars of logic, I could with 
you to go ſtrongly on in the fair fields of 
philgſophy and the mathematics, which 
are fue academical ſtudies, and they will 
afford rich matter of application for your 
inventive ſpirit to work upon. By all 
means underſtand Ariſtotle in his own 
language, for it is the language of learn- 
ing. Touching poetry, hiſtory, and other 
human ſtudies, they may ſerve you for 
your recreation, but let them not by any 
means allure your affe&ions from the 
firſt, I ſhall delight ſometimes to hear 
of your proceeding ; for 1 profeſs a great 
deal of good-will to you, which makes 
me reſt your reſpeRful friend to ſerve 
you. 


LETTER LXX. 


From the ſame to Mr. E. O. Counſellor, 
"af Gray's-Inn. 


Sir, Fleet, 3d Auguſt. 
T* fad tidings of my dear friend Dr. 
Prichard's death ſunk deep into 
me; and the more I ruminate upon it, 
the more I reſent it : but when I con- 
template the order, and thoſe adamantine 
laws which nature puts into ſuch ſtrict 
execution . throughout this elementary 
world; when I confider that up and 
down this frail globe of earth we are but 
ſtrangers and ſojourners at beſt, being de- 
ſigned for an infinitely better country 
when I think that our egreſs out of this 
life is as natural to us as our ingreſs (all 
which he knew as much as any), theſe 
thoughts in a checking way turn my me- 
lancholy to a counter paſſion ; they beget 
another ſpirit within me. You know 
that in the diſpoſition of all ſublunar 
things, “ Nature is God's 8 
6 fate his commiſſioner, time his inſtru- 
% ment, and death his executioner.“ By 
the firſt we have generation; by the ſe - 
cond ſucceſſes, good or bad; and the two 
laſt bring us to our end: time with his 
vaſt ſcythe mows down all things, and 
death ſweeps away thoſe mowings. Well, 
he was a rare and a complete judicious 
ſcholar, as any that I have known born 
under our meridian ; he was both ſolid 
and acute; nor do I remember to have 
ſeen ſoundneſs and quaintneſs, with ſuch 
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ſweet ſtrains of morality, concur ſo in 
any. I ſhould think that he fell ſick of 
the times, but that I knew him to be ſo 
ro0d a divine and philoſopher, and to 
fave ſtudied the theory of this world ſo 


much, that nothing could take impreſſion 


in him to hurt himſelf; therefore Wam 
content to believe, that his glaſs ran gut 
without any jogging. I know you loved 
him dearly well, which ſhall make me 
the more your moſt affectionate ſervitor. 


LETTER LXXI. 
From James Howell, Eſq; to J. W. Eſq; 


in Gray's-Inn, 


Gentle Sir, Fleet, 3d Jan. 1644. 


1 VALUE at a high rate the fair re- 


ſpects you ſhew me, by the late in- 
genious expreſſions of your letter; but 
the merit you aſcribe to me in the ſuper- 
lative, might have very well ſerved in 
the poſitive, and it is well if I deſerve in 
that degree. You wrote that you have 
ſingular contentment and profit in the 
pul of ſome things of mine: I am 
_ heartily glad they afforded any entertain- 
ment to a gentleman of ſo choice a judg- 
ment as yourſelf. | 

have a fooliſh working brain of mine 
own in labour ſtill with ſomething ; and 
I can hardly keep it from ſuperfetations, 
though oft-times it produce a mouſe in 
lieu of a mountain. I muſt confels its 
beſt productions are but homely and 
hard-favoured : yet in regard they ap- 


pear handſome in your eyes, I ſhall like 


them the better. So I am, Sir, yours 
moſt obliged to ſerve you. | 


LETTER LXXII. 
From the ſame to Nir. Tho. H. 


Sir, Fleet, 7th Nov. 1644. 
HovcGn the time abound with ſchiſms 
more than ever (the more 15 our mi- 
ſery), yet I hope you will not ſuffer any 
to creep into our friendſhip ; though I 
apprehend ſome fears thereof by your 
long filence and ceſſation of literal cor- 
_ reſpondence. You know there is a pe- 
culiar religion attends friendſhip ; there 
is, according to the etymology of the 
word, a ligation and folemn tie, the re- 
ſcinding nl may be truly called a 
ſchiſm, or a piacle, which is more, There 


ELEGANT EPISTLES. 


Book II. 


belong to this religion of friendſhip cer. 
tain due rites and decent ceremonies, as 


viſits, meſſages, and miſſives. Though 


Jam content to believe that you are firm | 


in the fundamentals, yet I find, under 


favour, that you have lately fallen ſhort 


of performing thoſe exterior offices, as if 
the ceremonial law were quite abrogated 
with you in all things. Friendthip alſo 
allows of merits, and works of ſuperero- 
gation, ſometimes to make her capable 
of eternity. You know that pair which 
were taken up into heaven and placed 
among the brighteſt ſtars for their rare 
conſtancy and fidelity one to the other 
you know alfo they are put among the 
fixed ſtars, not the-erratics, to ſhew there 
muſt be no inconſtancy in love. Navi- 
gators ſteer their courſe by them, and 
they are the beſt friends in working ſeas, 
dark nights, and diſtreſſes of weather; 
whence may be inferred, that true friends 
ſhould thine. cleareſt in adverſity, in 
cloudy and doubtful times. On my part 
this ancient friendſhip is ſtil] pure, ortho- 
dox and uncorrupted; and though I have 
not the opportunity (as you have) to per- 
torm all the rites thereof in regard of this 
recluſe life, yet I ſhall never err in the 
eſſentials : I am ſtill yours x7you (in poſ- 
ſeſſion), though I cannot be xenew (in 
uſe); for in fats quo nunc, I am grown 
uſeleſs aud good for nothing, yet in point 


of poſſeſſion, I am as much as ever your 


firm unalterable ſervitor. 


CET TER CEXAXOE 
From the ſame to Dr. D. Featly. 


— Fleet, 2d Aug. 1644+ 
I RECEIVED your anſwer to that fu- 
tilous pamphlet, with your deſire of 
my opinion touching it. Truly, Sir, I 
muſt tel] you, that never poor cur was 
toſſed in a blanket, as you have toſſed 
that poor coxcomb in the ſheet you 
pleaſed to ſend me : for whereas a fillip 
might have felled him, you have knocked 
him down with a kind of Herculean 
club, ſans reſource, Theſe times (more 
is the pity) labour with the ſame diſeaſe 
that France did during the league, as a fa- 
mous author hath it, Prurigoſcripturien- 
tium erat ſcabies temporum; I he itch- 
* ing of ſeribblers was the ſcab of the 
* time:“ it is juſt ſo now, that any trio- 
bolary paſquiller, every treſſis agaſo, any 
| ſterquilinous 
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ſterquilinous raſcal, is licenſed ty throw 
dirt in the faces of ſovereign princes in 


times will mend, and your man alſo, if 
he hath any grace, you have ſo weil cor- 
rected him. Sol reſt yours to ſerve and 


. reverence you. 


LETTER LXXIV. 
From the ſame to tis hondured Friend Sir 


Sir, . Holborn, 19th March 1639. 
I WAS upon point cf gaing abroad to 

teal a ſolitary walk, when yours of the 
12th current came to. hand. The high 
reſearches and choice abſtracted notions 
I found therein ſeemed to heighten my 
ſpirits, and make my fancy fitter for my 
intended retirement and meditation : add 
kereunto, that the countenance of the 
weather invited me; for it was a lil] 
evening, it was alſo a clear open iky, not 
a (peck, or the lealt wrinkle appeared in 
the whole face of heaven, it was ſuch a 
pure deep azure all the hemiſphere over, 
that 1 wondered what was become of 
the thiee regions of the air with their 


meteors, So having got inta à cloſe 


field, I caſt my face upward, and fell to 
conſider what a rare prerogative the op- 
tic virtue of the eye hath, much more 
the intuitive virtue in the thought, that 
the one in a moment can reach heaven, 
and the other go beyond it : therefore 
ſore that philoſopher was but a kind of 
trantic fool, that would have plucked out 
both his eyes, becauſe they were a 
hindrance to his ſpeculations, Moreover, 
began to contemplate, as I was in this 


. poſture, the vaſt magnitude of the uni- 


verſe, and what proportion this you 
g!obe of earth might bear with it; for if 
thoſe numberleſs bodies which thck in the 
vaſt roof of heaven, though they appear 
to us but as ſpangles, be ſome of them 
thouſands of times bigger than the earth, 
take the ſea with it to boot, for they both 
make but one ſphere, ſurely the aſtro- 
nomers had reafon to term this ſphere an 
\ 1ndiviible point, and a thing of no di- 
menſion at all, being compared to the 
whole world. I fell then to think, that 
at the ſecond general deſtruction, it is no 
more for God Almighty to fire this earth, 
than for us to blow up a ſmall ſquib, or 
rather one ſmall grain of gunpawder, 
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As I was muſing thus, I fpieda ſwarm of 
gnats waving up and down the air about 
me, which 1 knew ta be part of the -uni- 
verſe as well as I : and methought'it was 


a ſtrange opinion of our Ariſtotle to hold, 


that the leaſt of thoſe ſinall inſected ephe- 
merans ſhould be more noble than the 
ſun, becavſe it had a ſenſitive foul in it. 
I fell to think that in the ſame proportion 
which thoſe animalillios bore with me in 
point of bigneſs, the ſame 1 held with 
thoſe glorious fpirt's which are near the 
throne of the Almighty. What then 
ſhould we think of the magnitude of the 
Creator himſelf? Doubtleſs, it is beyond 
the reach of any human imagination to 
conceive it: in my private devotions [ 
preſume to compare him to 2 great 
mountain of light, and my foul ſeems to 
diſcern ſome glorious form therein; but 
ſuddenly as ſhe would fix her eyes upon 
the object, ber ſight is preſently dazzled 
and diſgregated with the refulgency and 
coruſcations thereof. a 

Walking a little further I ſpied a you 
boiſterous bvil breaking over hedge and 
ditch to a herd of kine in the next paſ- 
ture; which made me think, that if that 
fierce, ſtrong animal, with others of that 
kind, knew their own ſtrength, they 
would never ſuffer man to be their maſter, 
Then looking upon them quietly grazing 
up and down, I fell to conſider that the 
fleſh which is daily diſhed upon our ta- 


bles is but coneocted grafs, which is re- 


carnified in our tomachs, and tranſmuted 
to another ſh. | 
what advantage thoſe innocent animals 
had of man, who as ſoon as nature caſt 
them into the world, find their meat 
dreſſed, the cloth laid, and the table co- 
vered ; they find their drink brewed, and 
the buttery open, their beds made, and 
their clothes ready; and though man 
hath the faculty of reaſon to make him a 


compenſation for the want of thoſe ad- 


vantagee, yet this reaſon brings with it a 
thyuſand perturbations of mind and per- 
plexities of ſpirit, griping cares and an- 
gviſhes of thought, which thoſe harmleſs 
hilly creatures were exempted from. Go- 
ing on I came to repoſe myſelf upon the 
trunk of a tree, and I fell to conſider 
further what advantage that dull vege- 


table had of thoſe feeding animals, as not 
to be ſo troubleſome and beholden to na- 
ture, nor to be ſubject to ſtarving, to 
dl ſcaſee, to the inclemeney of the weather, 

| | and 


I fell alſo to think 
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and to be far longer-lived. Then I ſpied 
a great ſtone, and fitting a-while upon it, 
I tell to weigh in my thoughts that that 


ſtone was in a happier condition in ſome 
reſpeRs, , than either of thoſe ſenſitive 


creatures or vegetables I ſaw before; in 


regard that that Rone, which propagates 
by aſſimilation, as the philoſophers ſay, 
needed neither, graſs nor hay, or any 
aliment for reſtoration of nature, nor wa- 
ter to refreſh its roots, or the heat of the 
fun to attract the moiſture upwards, to in- 
cieale growth, as the other did. As [I 
directed my pace homeward, I ſpied. a 


kite ſoaring high in the air, and gently 


gliding up and down the clear region fo 
tar above my head, that I fel} toenvy the 
bird extremely, and repine at his hap- 
pincſs, that he ſhould have a privilege 
to make a nearer approach to heaven 


than TI. 


Excuſe me that I trouble you thus 
with theſe rambling meditations, they are 
to correſpond with you in ſome part for 
thoſe accurate fancies of yours lately ent 
me. So | reſt your entue and true ſer— 
vitor: 


LET TH rer. 


From Janes Howell, Eſq; to Mater Ser- 


jeant D. at Lincoin s- Inn. 


Sir, Weſtm. 143th June 1632. 
I UNDERSTAND with a deep fenſe of 
ſorrow of the indiſpolition of your 
ſon: I fear he hath too much mind for 
his body, and that ſuperabounds with 
fancy, which. brings him to theſe fits of 


diſtemper, proceeding from the black 
humour of melanchely: moreover, I 
have obſerved that he is tov much given 


to hi: ſtudy and ſelf- ſociety, eſpecially to 


converſe with dead men, I mean books: 
vou know any thing in excels is naught, 
Now, Sir, were I worthy to give you 


advice, 1 could with he were well mar- 
ried, and it may wean him from that 
hookiſh and thoughtful humour: women 
vere created tor the comfort of men, and 
I have known that to ſome they have 
proved the beſt helleborum againſt me- 
lancholy. As this courſe may beget new 
ſpirits in him, fo it mutt needs add alſo 
to your comfort. I am thus bold with 
you, becauſe I love the gentl-man dearly 
well, and honcur you as being your 
humble obliged ſervant, - . 


LETTER LXXVL. 
From the ſame to Mafler G. Stone. 


Sir, Weſtm. zoth Nov. 1635. 
I HEARTILY rejoice with the reſt of 

your friends, that you are ſafely re- 
turned from your travels, eſpecially that 
you have made fo good returns of the 
time of your travel, being, as I under. 
ſtand, come home freighted with obſer- 
vations and languages. Your father tells 
me, that he finds you are fo wedded to 
the Italian and French, that you utterly 
negle& the Latin tongue; that is not 
well. I know you are fo diſcreet in the 
courſe and method of your ſtudies, that 
you will make the daughters to wait up- 
on their mother, and Jove ſtill your old 
friend. To truck the Latin for any other 
vulgar language, is but an ill barter; it 
is as bad as that which Glaucus made 


with Diomedes, when he parted with his 


golden arms for brazen ones. The pro- 
ceed of this exchange will come far ſhort 
of any gentleman's expectation, though 


haply it may prove advantageons to a 


merchant, to whom common languages 
are more uſeful. I am big with deſire 
to meet you, and to mingle a du's dif- 
courſe with you, if not two; how you 
eſcaped the claws of the Inquiſition, 
whereunto I underſtand you were like to 
tal; and of other traverſes of your pe- 
regrination. Fareweh, my precious Stone, 
and believe it, the leaſt grain of thoſe 
high reſpeRts you pleaſe to profeſs unto 
me is not loſt, but anſwered with ſo many 
carrats. So I reſt your molt affectionate 
ſervitor, 


LETTER LXXVI. 


From the ſame to J. N. of Gray's-In, 


Eſq. 


Sir, Fleet, iſt April 1645. 

I WAS yours before in a high degree 
of affection, but now. I am much more 
yours, ſince I peruſed that parcel of choice 
epiſtles you lent me; they diſcover in 
you a knowing and a candid clear ſoul : 
for familiar letters are the keys of the 
mind, they open all the boxes of one's 
breaſt, all the cells of the brain, and 
truly ſet forth the inward man; nor can 
the pencil ſo lively repreſent the face, on 
the 
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the pen can do the fancy. I much thank 


you that you would pleaſe to impart. 


them to your moſt faithful ſervitor. 


LETTER LXXVIII. 
From the ſame to Sir Tho. Luke, Knight. 


Sir, Weſtm. 1ſt May 1629. 
HA you traverſed all the world over, 
eſpecially thoſe large continents and 
Chriſtian countries Which you have ſo 
exactly ſurveyed, and whence you have 
brought over with you ſuch uſeful obſer- 
vations and languages, you could not have 
lighted upon a choicer piece of woman- 
kind for your wife ; the earth could not 
have atforded a lady, that by her diſcre- 
tion and ſweetneſs could better quadrate 
with your diſpoſitions. As I heartily 
congratulate your happineſs in this par- 
ticular, ſo I would deſire you to know, 
that I did no ill offices towards the ad- 
ancement of the work, upon occaſion of 
ſome diſcourſe with my Lord George of 
Rutland not long before at Hambledon. 
My thoughts ave now 28 about 
my voyage to the Baltic Sea, upon the 
King's ſervice, otherwiſe I would have 
ventured upon an Epithalamium,. for 
there is matter rich enough to work 
upon: and now that you have made an 
end of wucing, I could wiſh you had 


made an end of wrangling, I mean of 


lawing, elpecial.,y with your mother, who 
hath ſoch reſolution where ſhe once takes. 
Law is not only a pick-purlie, but a pur— 
gatory; you know the ſaying they hare 
in France, © Les 7 latgeurs ſont les oiſeauæ, 
le palais le champ, les juges les ets, les 
* auocats les rats, les procureurs les fouris 
* del etat:;” © The poor clients are the 
* birds, Weſtminſter Hall the field, the 
0 judge the net, the lawyers the rats, the 
** attornies the mice of the commen- 
wealth.“ I believe this faying was 
ſooken by an angry client; for my part, 
Inke his reſolution who faid, “ He would 
** never ule lawyer nor phyſician but up- 
on urgent neceſſuy.“ I will conclude 
with this rhyme, 


Pauvre plaideur, 
Tai grand pitie de ta douleur. 


Your moſt affectionate ſervitor. 
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LETTER LXXIX. 
From the ſame to Mr. R. XK. 


Dear Sir, Weſtm. 1 5thAug. 16 30. 
You and I are upon a journey, though 
bound for ſeveral places, I for Ham- 
burgh, you for your laſt home, as I under- 
ſtand by Dr. Baſkerville, who tells me, 
much to my grict, that this hectical diſeaſe 
will not ſuffer you to be long among us. I 
know by ſome experiments which I have 
had of you, you have ſuch a noble ſoul 
within you, that will not be daunted by 
thoſe natural apprehenſions which death 
doth uſually carry along with it among 
vulgar ſpirits. I do not think that you 
fear death as much now, though it be to 
ſome (FoBrgwr PofiguraTer), as you did to 
go into the daik when you were a child; 
you have had a fair time to prepare your 
ſelf, God give you a boon voyage to 
the haven you are bound for (which 1 
doubt not will be heaven), and me the 
grace to follow, when I have paſſed the 
boiſterous fea and ſwelling billows of this 
tumultuary life, wherein I have already 
ſhot divers dangerous gulfs, paſſed over 
ſome quickſands, rocks, and ſundry ill- 
favoured reaches, while others fail in the 
ſleeve of fortune. Youand I havecaten 
a great deal of ſalt together, and ſpent 
much oil in the communication of our 
ſtudies by literal correſpondence, and 
otherwiſe, both in verſe and proſe. 

And now, my dear friend, adieu, and 
live eternally in that world of endlets 
bliſs, where you ſhall have knowledge, 
as well as all things elie, commenſurate to 
your deſnes, where you ſhall clearly fee 
the real cauſes and perfect truth of what 
we argue with that incertitude, and beat 
our hrains about here below : yet though 
you be gone hence, you ſhall never die 


* 


in the memory of your, &c. 


SET ER  LEXE. 


From the ſame to Sir k. Gr. Knight 
and Baronets 


Noble Sir, Fleet, 30th April 1646. 
] HAD yours upon Maundy-Thurſday 
late; and the reaion that ſüſpended 
my anſwer till now was, that the ſeaſon 


engaged me to ſ:queſter my thoughts 


tom my-wonted negociations, to con- 


template 
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template the great work of man's re- 
demption, ſo great, that were it caſt in 
counter balance with his creation, it would 
out-poiſe it : for I ſummoned all my in- 
tellectuals to meditate upon thoſe paſſions, 
vpon thoſe pangs, upon that deſpicable 
and moſt dolorous death, upon that crofs 
whereon my Saviour ſuffered, which was 
the fift Chriſtian altar that ever was; 
and I doubt that he will never have be- 
nefit of the ſacrifice, who hates the harm- 
leſs remembrance cf the altar whereon it 
was offered. I applied my memory to 
faſten upon it, my underſtanding to com- 
prehend it, my will to embrace it. From 
theſe three faculties, methought I ſound, 
hy the mediation of che fancy, fome 
beams of love gently gliding down fiom 
the head to the heart, and inflaming all 
my affections. If the human ſoul hail 
far more powers than the philoſophers 
afford her, if ſhe had as many faculties 
within the head as there be hairs without, 
the ſpeculation of this myſtery would find 
work enough for them all. Truly the 
more I {crew up my ſpirits to reach it, the 
more I am ſwallowed in a gulf of admi- 
ration, and of a thouſand unperfect no- 
tions; which makes me ever and anon to 
quarrel with my foul that ſhe cannot lay 
hold on her Saviour, much more my 
heart, that my pureſt affections cannot 
hug him as much as I would 

"They have a cuſtom beyond the ſeas 
(and I could wiſh it were the wortt cuſ- 


tom they had), that dming the paſhon- 


week, divers of their greateſt princes and 
ladies will betake themſelves to ſome 
convent or recluſed houſe, to wean them- 
ſelves from all worldly incumbrances, 
and converſe only with heaven, with per- 
formance of ſome kind of penances all 
the week long. A worthy gentleman 


that came lately from Italy, told me that 


the Count of Byron, now Mareichal of 
France, having been long perſecuted by 
Cardinal Richelieu, put himſelf to into a 
monaſtery, and the next day news was 
brought him of the Cardinal's death; 
Which believe made him ſpend the reſt 
of the week with the more devot ion in 
that way. France brags that our Sa- 
viour had his face tmined towards her 
when he was upon the croſs; there is 
more cauſe to think that it was towards 
this iſland, in regard the rays of Chriſtia- 
nity fiſt reverberated upon her, her King 
being Chriſtian 400 vears before him of 
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France (as all hiſtorians concur), notwith- 
ſtanding that he arrogates to himſelf the 
title of the firſt ſon of the church. 

Let this ſerve for part of my apology. 
The day following my Saviour being in 
the grave, 1 had no liſt to look much 
abroad, but continued my retiredneſs ; 
there was another reaſon alſo why, be- 
cauſe I intended to take the holy ſacra- 
ment the Sunday enſuing ; which is an 
act of the greateſt conſolation and con- 
ſequence that poſſibly a Chriſtian can he 
capable of: it imports him ſo much, that 
he is made or marred by it ; it tends to 
his damnation or falvation, to help im 
up to heaven or tumble him down head- 
long to hell. Therefore it behoves a 
man to prepare and recollect himſelf; to 
winnow his thoughts from the chaff and 
tares of the world before-hand. This 
then tock up a good pait of that day to 
provide myſelf a wedding-garment, that 
I might be a fit gueſt at ſo precious a 
banquet, ſo precious that manna and an- 


gels food are but coarſe viands in com- 


pariſon of it. 

I hope that this excuſe will be of ſuch 
validity, that it may procure my pardon 
for not correſponding with yorr this laſt 
weck. | am now as freely as formerly 
your moſt ready and humble fervitor, 


LETTER LXXII. 


From Fames Ho: ell, Eſq; to Mr. K. 
Howard, 


Sits © Fleet, 14th Feb. 1647. 
"P HERE is a ſaying that carrieth with 
it a great deal of ca'»1on ; © From 

©« him whom I truſt, God defend me; 
©« tor from him whom 1 nuſt not, I will 
„defend myſelf.” There be fundry 
ſo:ts of truſts, but that of a ſecret is one 
of the greateſt: I truſted T. P. with a 
weighty one, conjuring him that it ſhould 
not take aw and go abroad; which was 
not done according to the rules and re- 
ligion of friendthip, but it went out of 
him the very next day. Though the in- 
convenience may be mine, yet the te- 
proach is his: nor would I exchange my 
damage for his diſgrace, I would w.ih 


you take heed of him, for he is ſuch as 
the comic port ſpeaks of, . Plenus rima- 
rum,“ © he is full of chinks, he can 
„hold nothing.“ you know a ſecret” 18 
too much for one, too little for three, and 

enough 
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enough for two ; but Tom muſt be none 
of thoſe two, unleſs there were a trick 
to ſolder up his mouth; if he had com- 
mitted a fecret to me, and enjoined me 
ſilence, and I had promiſed it, though I 


had been ſhut up in Perillus' brazen bull, 


I ſhould not have bellowed it out. I find 
it now true, That he who diſcovers his 
« ſecrets to another, ſells him his liberty, 
« and becomes his ſlave: well, I ſhall 
be warier hereafter, and learn more wit. 
In the interim, the beſt fatisfaRion I can 
give myſelf is, to expunge him quite ex 
albo amicorum, to raze him out of the ca- 
talogue of my friends (though I cannot 
of my acquaintance), where your name 
is inſerted in great golden characters. 1 
will endeavour to loſe the memory of 
him, and that my thoughts may never 
run more upon the faſhion of his face, 
which you knew he hath no cauſe to 
brag of ; I hate ſuch blateroons : 


Odi illes ceu clauſtra Erebi 


I thought good to give you this little 
mot of advice, becauſe the times are 
tickliſh, of committing ſecrets to any, 
though not to your moſt affeRtionate 
friend to ſerve you. 


LETTER LXXXII. 
From the ſame to Sir K. D. at Rome, 


Sir, Fleer, 34 March 1646. 
| "P HOUGH you know well that in the 
carriage and courſe of my rambling 
life, I had occaſion to be as the Dutch- 
man faith, a landloper, and to ſee much 
of the world abroad, yet methinks I 
have travelled more fince I have been 
immured and martyred betwixt theſe 
walls than ever I did before; for I have 
travelled the Iſle of Man, I mean this 
little world, which I have carried about 
me and within me fo many years: for as 
the wiſeſt of Pagan philoſophers ſaid, that 
the greateſt learning was the knowledge 
of one's ſelf, to be his own geometri- 
cian ; if one do fo, he need not 
broad to ſee faſhions, he ſhall find 
enough at home, he ſhall hourly meet 
with new fancies, new humours, new 
paſſions within doors. 
This travelling over of one's ſelf is 
one of the paths that leads a man to pa- 
radiſe : it is true, that it is a dirty and 
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dangerous one, for it is thick ſet with ex - 
travagant defires, irregular affections and 
concupiſcences, which are but odd com- 
rades, and oftentimes do lie in ambuſh to 


. cut our throats : there are alſo ſome me- 


lancholy companions in the way, which 
are our thoughts, but they turn man 
times to be good fellows, and the 
company z which makes me, that amon 
theſe diſconſolate walls I am never | 


alone than when I am alone; I am oft- 


times ſole, but ſeldom ſolitary. Some 
there are, who are over-peſtered with 
theſe companions, and have too much 
mind for their bodies; but I am none of 


. thoſe. 


There have been (fince you ſhook 
hands with England) many ſtrange things 
h appened here, which poſterity muſt have 
a — faith to believe; but for my 
part I wonder not at any thing, I have 
ſeen ſuch monſtrous things. You know 
there is nothing that can be caſual ; there 
is no ſucceſs, good or bad, but is contin- 
gent to man ſometime or other; nor are 
there any contingencies, preſent or fu- 
ture, but they have their parallels from 


time paſt : for the great wheel of fortune, 


upon whoſe rim (as the twelve ſigns up- 
on the zodiac) all worldly chances are 
emboſſed, turns round perpetually ; and 
the ſpokes of that Wheel, which point at 
all human aQions, return exactly to the 
ſame place after ſuch a time of revolution : 
which makes me little marvel at any of 
the ſtrange traverſes of theſe diſtracted 
times, in regard there hath been the like, 
or ſuch like, formerly. If the liturgy is 
now ſuppreſſed, the miſſal and the Roman 
breviary was uſed ſo a hundred years 
fince : if crofles, church- windows, organs, 
and fonts, are now battered down, I little 
wonder at it; for chapels, monaſteries, 
hermitanes, nunneries, and other reli - 
gious houſes, were uſed fo in the time of 
old King Henry: if biſhops and deans 
are now in danger to be demoliſhed, I 
little wonder at it, for abbots, priors, and 
the Pope himſelf, had that fortune here 
an age ſince. That our King is redused 
to this paſs I do not wonder much at it; 
for the firſt time I travelled France, 
Lewis XIII. (afterwards a moſt triumph- 
ant King as ever that country had) in a 
dangerous civil war was brought to ſuch 
ſtraits; for he was brought to diſpenſe 
with part of his coronation oath, to re- 
move from his court of juſtice, 


Un council- 


from the - 
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council table, from his very bed-cham- 


ber, his greateſt favourites: he was 


driven to be content to pay the expence 
of the war, to reward thoſe that took 
arms againſt him, and publiſh a declara- 
tion that the ground of their quarrel was 
good ; which was the Came in effect with 
ours, Vis. a diſcontinuance of the aſſem- 
bly of the three eſtates, and that Spaniſh 
counſels did predominate in France, 

Lou know better than I, that all events, 
good or bad, come from the all-diſpoſing 
high Deity cf heaven: if good he pro- 


 duceth them; if bad, he permits them. 


He is the pile t that fits at the ſtern, and 
ſteers the great veſſel of the world; and 
we muſt not preſume to duect him in his 
courſe, for he underſtands the uſe of the 
compatls better than we. He commands 
alſo the winds and the weather, and after 
a ſtorm, he never fails to ſend us à calm, 
and to recompenſe ill times with better, 
if we can live to ſte them; which I pray 
you may do, whatſoever becomes of your 
ſtill moſt faithful humble ſervitor. 


LETTER LXXXIII. 


From Jamet Howell, Ei; to Sir K. D. 
at his houſe in St. Mariin's I ane. 


Sir, Holborn, zd Jan. 1647. 
HAT poem which you pleaſed to 
+ "approve of fo highly in manuſcript, 
is now manumitted, and made free de- 
nizen of the world: it hath gone fiom 
my ſtudy to the (tall, from the pen to the 
preſs, and I ſend one of the maiden 
copies herewith to attend you, It was 
your judgment, which all the world holds 
to be found and ſterling, induced me 
hereunto ; therefore, if there be any, vou 
are to bear your part in the blame. Your 
molt entirely devoted ſervitor. 


LETTER LXXxXIV. 
From the ſame io the Kight Hor. EA. 
Earl of Dor ſet (Lord Chamberlain of 15 
Majefly's Houſehold, c. la Knowles, 


Ny Lord, 
AVING ſo advantageous 4 hand as 


H Doctor 8. Turner, 1 am bold to. lend 


vour | Lordſhip a new traft of French 
philoſophy, called L'Uſage de Paſſions, 
which is cried up to be a choice piece. 


Fleet, 29th, Jan. 1645, 


It is a moral diſcourſe of the right uſe of 
the paſſions, the conduct whereof, as it is 
the principal employment of virtue, 1 
the conqueſt of them is the difficulte 

part of valour: to know one's ſelf is 
much, but to conquer one's ſelf is more, 
We need not pick quarrels and ſeek 
enemies without doors, we have too 
many inmates at home to exerciſe our 
prowels upon ; and there is no man, let 
him have his humours never ſo well ba— 
lanced, and in ſubjection to him, but like 
Muſcovia wives, they will oftentimes in- 
ſult, unleſs they be checked; yet we 
ſhould make them our ſervants, not our 
ſlaves, Touching the occurrences of the 
times, fince the King was ſnatched away 
from the parliament; the army, they 
ſay, uſe him with more civility and free- 
dom ; but for the main work of reſtoring 
him, he is yet, as one may ſay, but tanta- 
lied, being brought often within the 
ſight of London, and fo off again. Thee 
are hopes that ſomething will be done to 
his advantage ſpeedily ; becauſe the gie- 
gaitan ſoldiers and groſs of. the arms is 
well affected to him, though ſome of the 
chiefeſt commanders be ſtill averſe. Your 
moſt obedient and moſt faithful ſervitor. 


LE I SK LXNRXXY, 
From the Same to Mr. En, F. at Pari 


Sir, Fleet, 2oth Feb. 1646, 
INCE we are both agreed to truck 
intelligence, and that you are con- 
tented to barter French for Engliſh, I 
ſhall be careful to ſend you hence from 
time to time the currenteſt and mott ſtaple 
ſtutf I can find, with weight and good 
meaſure to boot: I know in that more 
ſubtle air of yours, tinſel ſometimes 
paſſes for tiſſue, Venice beads for pearl, 
and demicaſtors for beavers ; but I know 
you: have ſo diſcerning a judgment that 
you will not ſuffer yourlelf to be ſo cheat- 
ed; they mult rite betimes that can put 
tricks upon, you, and make you take 
ſemblances for realities, proba ilitics for 
certainties, or ſpurious for true things. 
To hold this literal correſpondence, I de- 
fire but the parings of your time, that 
you may have ſomething to do, when you 
have nothing elſe to do, while I make a 
bulineſs of it to be punctual in my an- 
ſwers. to you, Let our letters be as 
echoes, let them bound back and make 
mutual 
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mutual repercuſſions; I know you that 


breathe upon the continent have clearer 


echoes there. Witneſs that in the Thuil- 
leries, eſpecially that at Charenton bridge, 
which quavers, and renders the voice ten 
times wen it is open weather, and it 
were à virtuous curioſity to try it. 


For news, the world is here turned up- 


ſide down, and it hath been long a-going 
o; you know a good while fince'we have 


had leather caps and beaver ſhoes ; but 


now the arms are come to be legs, for 
biſhops lawn ſleeves are worn for boot- 
hoſe tops; the waiſt 1s come to the 
Knee, for the points that were uſed to be 
about, the middle, are now dangling 
there. Boots and ſhoes are fo long 
ſnouted, that one can hardly kneel in 
God's houſe, where all genuflection and 
poſtures of devotion and decency are 
gute out of wie: the devil may walk 
ticely up and down the ſtreets of London 
nov, for there is not a croſs to fright him 


any where z and it ſeems he was never (o. 


uin any country upon earth, for there 
wer been more witches arraigned and 
cecuted here lately, than ever were in 
tits itlanck fince the creation. 
| have no more to communicate to you 
this time, and this is too much unlets 
t were better,” God Almighty ſend us 
pence, You in your hanifhinent, me in 
my cavtivity, and give us heaven for our 
t country, where dcſues turn to fruition, 
Gathts to certitudes, and dark thoughts 
% clear contemplations. Truly, my dear 
Don Antonio, as the times are, I take 
[tir contentment to hive among the ele- 
wms, and (were it my Maker's plea- 
we) J could willingly, had J quit ſcores 
with the world, make my laſt account with 
nature, and return this ſmall {kinful of 
penes to my common mother, If I 
11% to do ſo before you, T love you fo 
nel well that my {pint ſhall vilit vou, 
\ bring you ſome tidings from the other 
worll;z and if you precede me, I ſhall 
expect the like from you, which you may 
do Without afirighting me, tor I know 
ir fpun will be a bonus genius. So de- 
g know what is become of my ma- 
ute, J kiſs your hands, and reſt moſt 
| ftonately your moſt faithful ſervitor. 
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LETTER ELXASTL 
From the ſame to Mr. T. V. at P. Caſtle. 


Fleet, this St. Thomas's Day. 
My precious Tom, 

E is the happy man who can ſquare 

his mind to his means, and fit his 
fancy to his fortune :- he who hath a 
competency to live in the port of a gen- 
tleman, and as he is free from being a 
Head Conſtable, fo he cares not for be- 
ing a Jjultice of Peace or Sheriff; he 
who 1s before-hand with the world, and 
when he comes to London, can whet his 
knife at the counter-gate, and needs not 
trudge either 16 a lawyer's ſtudy, or 
ſerirener's ſhop, to pay fee or ſqueeze 
wax. It is conceit chiefly that gives con- 
tentment; and he is happy who thinks 
himſelf ſo in any condition, though he 
have not enough to keep the wolf from 
the door. Opinion is that great lady 
which ſways the world; and, according 
to the impreſſion ſhe makes in the mind, 
renders one contented or' diſcontented. 
Now: touching opinion, fo various are the 
intellectuals of human creatures, that one 
can hardly find out two who jump pat in 
one : witneſs that monſter in. Scotland in 
James the IVth's reign, with two heads 
one oppoſite to the other; and having 
but one bulk of body throughout, 'thete 
two licads would often fall into alterca- 
tions jro and con with the other, and 
jeidem were they of one opinion, but 
they would knock one ©gainſt the other 
in eager difputes z which ſhews that the 
joe ment is ſeated in the animal parte, 
not in the vital which are lodged in the 


heart. 


We are ſtill in a turbulent ſea of diſ- 
tractions 3 nor, as far as 1 ſee, is there yet 
any fight of ſhore. Mr. T. M. hath 
had a great loſs at fea lately, which I fear 
will lightheavily upon him : when I con- 
ſicler his caſe, I may ſay, ** That as the 
„ philoſopher made a queſtion whether 
„ the mariner be to be ranked among 


« the number of the living or dead (be- 


«-1ng but four inches diftant from drown- 


ing, only the thickneſs of a plank), fo 


46 jt 1s a doubt whether the merchant ad- 


« venturer be to be numbered betwixt 
& the rich or the poor, his eſtate being in 
the mercy of that Cevouring element 
« the lea, which hath ſo good a ſtomach 
«© that he ſeldom caſts up what he hath 
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« once ſwallowed.” This city hath bred 
of late years men of monſtrous ſtrange 
opinions, that, as all other rich places 
beſides, ſhe may be compared to a fat 
cheeſe which is moſt ſubje to ingender 
maggots. God amend all, and me firſt, 


who am yours moſt faithfully to ſerve 


you. | 
LETTER LXXXVI. 
From Fames , Eſq; to Mr. William 
| . 


Fleet, zoth March 1637. 
My worthy eſteemed Nephew, 

1 RECEIVED thoſe rich nuptial favours 
you appointed me for bands and hat, 
which I wear with very much content- 
ment and reſpect, moſt heartily wiſhing 
that this late double condition may mul- 
tiply new blgſings upon you, that it may 
uſher in fair and golden days according 
to the colour and ſubſtance of your bridal 
ribband : that thoſe days may be per- 
famed with delight and pleaſure, as the 
rich ſcented gloves I wear for your ſake. 
May ſuch benedictions attend you, both, 
as the epithalamiums of Stella in Statius, 
and Julia in Catullus, ſpeak of. I hope 
alſo to be married ſhortly to a lady whom 
I have wooed above theſe five years, but 
I have found her coy and dainty hither- 
to; yet I am now like to get her good- 

will in part, I mean the Lady Liberty. 
When you ſee my N. Brownrigg, 1 
pray tell him that I did not think Suffolk 
waters had ſuch a Lethean quality in 


them, as to cauſe ſuch an amneſtia in 


him of his friends here upon the Thames, 
among whom for reality and ſeriouſneſs, 
I may match among the foremoſt ; but ! 
impute it to ſome new taſk that his muſe 
might haply impoſe upon bim, which 
hath ingroſſed all his ſpeculations ; I pray 
preſent my cordial kind reſpetts unto 
him. | HY 

So praying that a thouſand bleſſing- 
may attend this confarreation, I reſt, my 
dear nephew, yours moſt affectionately to 
love and ſerve you. 


LETTER LYXXVIITT. 


From the ſame to Henry Hopkins, Eſq; 


Sir, Fleet, 1 January 1646. 
O uſher in again old Janus, I ſend 
you a parcel of Indian perfume which 


the Spaniard calls the Holy Herb, in re- 
gard of the various virtues it hath, but 
we call it tobacco; I will not ſay it grew 
under the King of Spain's window, but 
I am told it was gathered near his gold 
mines of Potoſi (where they report that 
in ſome places there is more of that ore 
than earth), therefore it muſt needs be 
precious ſtuff; if moderately and ſeaſon- 
ably taken (as I find you always do), it 
is good for many things; it helps digeſ- 
tion taken a-while after meat, it makes 
one void rheum, break wind, -and keeps 
the body open: a leaf or two being 
ſteeped over-night in a little white-wine 
is à vomit that never fails in its opera- 
tion : it is a good companion to one that 
converſeth with dead men; for if one 
hath been poring long upon a book, or 
is toiled with the pen, and ſtupified with 
ſtudy, it quickeneth him, and diſpels 
thoſe 4 that uſually overſet the 
brain. The ſmoke of it is one of the 


wholeſomeſt ſcents that is, againſt all con- 


tagious airs, for it over-maſters all other 
ſmeils, as King James, they ſay, found 
true, when being once a-hunting, a 
ſhower of rain drove him into a pig-ſtye 
for ſhelter, where he cauſed a 4. 

be taken on purpoſe: it cannot endure 
a ſpider, or a flea, with ſuch like ver- 
min, and if your hawk be troubled with 
any ſuch, being blown into his feathers, 
it frees him. Now to deſcend from the 
ſubſtance of the ſmoke, to the aſhes, it 
is well known that the medicinal virtues 
thereof are very many; but they are ſo 
common that I will ſpare the inſerting 
of them here: but if one would try a 
petty concluſion, how much ſmoke there 
is in a pound of tobacco, the aſhes will 
tell him: for let a pound be exactly 


weighed, and the aſhes kept charily and 


weighed afterwards, what wants of a 
pound weight in the aſhes cannot be de- 
nied to have been ſmoke, which evapo- 
rated into air, I have been told that Sir 
Walter Raleigh won a wager of Queen 
Elizabeth upon this nicety. 

The Spaniards and Irith take it moſt 


in powder or ſmutchin, and it mightily 


refreſhes the brain, and I believe there 
's as much taken this way in Ireland, as 
there is in pipes in England; one ſhall 
commonly 2 the ſerving-maid upon 
the waſhing- block, and the ſwain upon 
the plough-ſhare, when they are tired 
with labour, take out their boxes of 
| ſmutchin 
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ſmutchin and draw it into their noſtrils 
with a quill, and it will beget new ſpirits 
in them with a freſh vigour to fall to their 


work again. In Barbary and other parts 


of Afric, it is wonderful what a ſmall 
pill of tobacco will do; for thoſe who uſe 
to ride poſt through the ſandy deſarts, 
where they meet not with any thing that's 
potable or edible, ſometimes. three days 
together, they uſe to carry ſmall balls or 
pills of tobacco, which being put under 
the tongue, it affords them a perpetual 
moiſture, and takes off the edge of the 
appetite for ſome days. 

If you defire to read with pleaſure all 
the virtues of this modern herb, you 
muſt read Dr. Thorus's Pztologia, an 


accurate piece couched in a ſtrenuous he- 
roic verſe, full of matter, and continuin 


its ſtrength from firſt to laſt; inſomuc 

that for the bigneſs it may be compared 
to any piece of antiquity, and, in my 
opinion, is beyond BuTgaxopuopaxiay or 


 Tanwvpuopaxia. = 
So I conclude theſe rambling notions, 


preſuming you will accept this ſmall ar- 


gument of my great repects to you. If 


you want paper to light your pipe, this 
letter may ſerve the turn; and if it be 
true what the poets frequently ſing, that 
affection is fire, you ſhall need no other 


than the clear flames of the donor's love 


to make ignition, which 1s comprehended 
in this diſtich : | 
Ignis Amor fi fit, Tobaccum accendere 


noſtrum, | 
Nulla petenda tibi fax nififdantis amor. 


So I wiſh you, as to myſelf, a moſt 
happy new year; may the beginning be 
good, the middle better, and the end beſt 
of all. Your moſt faithful and truly 


attectionate ſervitor. 


BB TTTER LXEEISC 


Frem the ſame to the Right Hon. my 
' lord f D. 
My Lord, 

"HE ſubject of this letter may perad- 

venture ſeem a paradox to ſome, 
but not, 1 know, to your Lordſhip, when 
you have pleaſed to weigh well the rea- 
ons. Learning is a thing that hath been 
much cried up.and coveted in all ages, 
eſpecially in this laſt century of years, 
by people of all forts, though never ſo 
mean and mechanical : every man ſtraing 
his fortunes to keep his children at ſchool; 
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the cobler will clout it till midnight, the 
porter will carry burdens till his bones 
crack again, the ploughman will pinch 
both back and belly to give his ſon learn- 
ing; and I find that this ambition reigns 
no where ſo much as in this iſland. But 
under favour, this word-Learning is taken 
in a narrower ſenſe among us than among 
other nations; we ſeem to reſtrain it only 
to the book ; whereas, indeed, any arti- 
ſan whatſoever (if he know the ſecret 
and myſtery of his trade) may be called 
a learned man. A good maſon, a good 
ſhoe-maker, that can manage St. Criſ- 
pin's lance handſomely, a ſkilful yeoman, 
a good ſhipwright, &c. may be all called 
learned men; and indeed the uſefulleſt 
ſort of learned men; for without the two 
firſt we might go barefoot, and lie abroad 
as beaſts, having no other canopy than 
the wild air: and without the two laſt 
we might ſtarve for bread, have no com- 
merce with other nations, or ever be able 
to tread upon a continent. Theſe, with 
ſuch-like dexterous artiſans, may be term- 
ed learned men, and the more behoveful 
for the ſubſiſtence of a country, than 
thoſe polymathiſts that ſtand poring all 
day in a corner upon a moth-eaten au- 
thor, and converſe only with dead men. 
The Chineſes (who are the next neigh- 
bours to the riſing ſun on this ſide of the 
hemiſphere, and conſequently the acuteſt) 
have a wholeſome piece of policy, © That 
*« the ſon is always of the father's trade 
and it is all the learning he aims at: 
which makes them admirable artiſans ; 
for beſides the dexterouſneſs and propen- 
ſity of the child, being deſcended lineally 
from ſo many of the ſame trade, the fa- 
ther is more careful to inſtrut him, and 
to diſcover to him all the myſtery thereof. 
This general cuſtom or law keeps their 
heads from running at random after book - 
learning, and other vocations. I have 
read a tale of Robert Groſthead, Biſhop 
of Lincoln, that being come to this 
greatneſs, he had a brother who was a 
huſbandman, and expected gi eat matters 
from him in point of preferment; but 
the Biſhop told him, that if he wanted 
money to mend his plough or his cart, or 
to buy tacklings for his horſes, with other 
— belonging to his huſbandry, he 
ſhould not want what was fitting ; but 
« wiſhed him to aim no higher; for a 
© huſbandman he found him, and a huſ- 
© bandman he would leave him.“ 


The 


The extravagant humour of our coun- 
try is not to be altogether commended, 
that all men ſhould aſpire to book- Jearn- 
ing. There is * animal, and 
2 more ſuperfluous member of tare, 
than a mere ſcholar, than only a ſelt- 
pleaſing Rudent ; he is Tellaris inulile 
071us, 

The Goths forbore to deſtroy the li- 
braries of the Greeks and Italians, be— 
cauſe books ſhould keep them ſtill ſoft, 
ſimple, or too cautious in warlike affairs, 
Archimedes, though an excellent engt- 
neer, when Syracuſe was loft, was found 
at his book in his ſtudy, intoxicated with 
tpeculations. Who would not have 
thought another great learned philoſopher 
to be a fool or fiantic, when being in 
bath he leaped 'out naked among the 
people and cried; „“ J have found it! 
« 1 have found it!” having hit then 
upon an extraordinary concluſion in gco- 
metry ? There is a famous tale of Fho- 
mas Aquinas, the Angelical Doctor, and 
of ent the de eraphical Doctor, 
ef whom Alexander Hales (our conntiy- 
man and his maſter) reports, that it ap- 
peared not in him whether Adam had 
tinned, Both theſes gicat clerks being 
invited to dinner by the French King, of 


being brought to the room where the ta- 
ble was laid, the firit fell a-eating of 
Lread as hard as he could de; at laft, 
breaking cut of a brown ſtudy, he cried 
out, „ Concluſum eft contra Varichaos. 

The other fell a-gazing upon the Q. cen, 
and the King atking him how he like? her, 

he an ſwered, « Oh, Sir, if an earthly 
«© Queen be { beautiful, what ſhall we 
« think of the Queen of Heaven?“ 
The latter was the better courtier cf the 
two. Hence we may infer, that your 
meie bock men, your eeep.cletks, whom 
we call the oniy leained nien, are not 
always the civileſt or the beſt moral men; 
nor is too great a number of them con- 
venient for any (tate, leading a ſoft fe- 
dentary life, eſpecially thoſe. who feed 
their cen fancies only upon the public 
ſtock. Iheretore it were to be wiſhed 
that there reigned not among the people 
os this land iuch a general itching after 
ÞooL -Irarning, ard 1 believe ſo many fiee- 
ſchcols do rather hurt than good, Nor 
d the art of printing much avail the 
4*hi1ſiar conumcns „eglth, but may be {41d 
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purpote to obſerve then humours, and“ 


Book II. 


which came up in the ſame age ; for, un- 
der correction, to this may be partly 
aſcribed that ſpiritual pride, that variety 
of dogmatiſts which ſwarm among us. 
Add hereunto, that the exceſſive number 
of thoſe who converſe only with books, 
and whoſe profefſion conſiſts in them, is 
tuch, thit one cannot live for another, 
according to the dignity of the calling : 
a phyſician cannot live for the phy ſicians, 
a lawer (civil and common) cannot hve 
for lawyers, nor a divine for divines. 
Moreover, the multitudes that profeſs 
theſe three belt vocations, eſpecially the 
laſt, make them of far leſs eſteem. 'There 
is an odd opinion among us, that he who 
is a contemplative man, a man who weds 
himſelf to his ſtudy, and fwallows many 
books, muſt needs be a profound ſcholar, 
and a great learned man, though in rea- 
lity he be ſuch a dolt, that he hath nei- 
ther a retentive faculty to keep what he 
hath read, nor wit to make any uſeful 
application of it in common dilcourſ- ; 
what he draws in lieth upon dead lees, 
and never grows fit to be broached, Be- 
ſides, he may want judgment in the choice 
of his authors, and knows nut how to 
turn his hand eicher in weighting or win- 
nowing the tounde it opinions. There we 
divers who are ciied up for great clerks, 
who want diſerction. Others, tough 
they wade deep into the cavi-s and 
knowleds ge of things, yet they are ſubject 
to ſcrew "ws de wits and ſoar fo high, 
that they loſe themſelves in their own 
ſpeculation*; for thinking to tranſcend 


the ordinary pitch of reaton, They come 


to role the common pi inciples of phi- 
lofophy in a miſt: inſtead of illuſtrating 
83 they ends them more obſcure; 
inkead of a plainer and ſhorter way to the 
palace of knowledge, they lead us through 
ey odd uncovth paths, and lo {all into 
the fallacy called no!um perignotus. Some 
have the hap to be termed Jearned men, 
though they have gathered up but the 
ſcraps of knowledge here and there, 
though they be but ſmattcrers, and mere 
lcioliſts, ſcarce knowing the þ9:7es of 
things: vet, like empty catks, it they 
can make a found, and have a gift to 
vent with. confidence what they have 
fucked in, they are accounted great 
icholars among all book-leained men, 
except the divine, to whom all learned 
men f1 -ul4 be Jacqueys ; the philoto- 
| who hath waded through all the 

mathema- 
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verſeth alſo with celeſtial bodies, may be 
termed a learned man. The critical hiſ- 
torian and antiquary may be called allo a 
learned man, who hath converfed with 


- our forefathers, and obſerved the carriage 


and contingencies of matters palt, 
whence he draws inſtances and cautions 
for the benefit of the times he lives in. 
The civilian may be called likewiſe a 
learned man, if the revolving.of huge 
volumes may entitle one ſo : but touch- 
ing the authors of the common law, 
which is peculiar only to this meridian, 
they “may be all carried in a wheel- 
„% barrow, as my countryman Dr. 
Gayn told Judge Finch. The phyfician 
mutt reeds be a learned man, for he 


knows himſelf in ward and outward, being. 


well verſed in autology, in that leſſon 
Noſce teiffum; and as Adrian VI. ſaid, 
he is very necetlary to a populons coun - 
try, for © were it not for the phyſician; 
men would live ſo long and crow 10 
«thick, chat one could not live for the 
„ther; and he makes the earth cover 
all his favits.”” | 

But wiiat Dr. Gwyn ſaid. of the com- 
mon law books, and Pope Adrian of the 
phyiician, was Ipoken, I conceive, in 
merriment : for my part, I honour thoſe 
two worthy profcttions in a high degree. 
Laſtly, a pviyglot, or good linguiſt, may 
be alſo termed a uſetul Jeazned man, 
eſpeciaily if verſed in {choul-languages, 

My Lord, I know none of this age 
more capable to lit in the chair, and cen- 
nue whit is true learning and what not, 
than youriclf ; therefore in ſpeaking of 
this ſubject to your Lordſhip, I fear 
to have c:mmilited the ſame error as 
Phormio did in diſcourſing of war before 
Hannibal. No more now, but that I am, 
my Lord, your molt humble and obe- 
ili lei Vant, 


CHEST TER XC 


te Fames Howtll, Fjq. t the Kight 


Han. the Lady E. D. 


adam, Fleet, 2oth Aug. 1647. 
*HOBE gays of goodnets which are 
diffuſely ſcattered in others, are all 
concentered in you; which, were they 
4vided into equal portions, were enough 
- complete a whole jury of ladies. This 
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mathematics, who hath dived into the 
ſecrets of the elementary world, and con- 
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draws you a mixture of love and envy, 
or rather an admiration, from all who 
know you, eſpecially from me, and that 
in ſo high a degree, that if you woul: 
ſuffer yourſelf to be adored, you ſhould 
quickly find me religious in that kind, 
However, I am bold to fend your Lady- 
ſhip this, as a kind of homage, or heriot, 
or tribute, or what you pleaſe to term it, 
in regard I am a true vaſſal to your vir- 
tues. And if you pleaſe to lay any of 
your commands upon me, your will ſh !] 
be a law to me, which I will obſerve with 
as much allegiance as any branch of 
'azna Charta.; they ſhall be as binding 
to me as Lycurgus's laws were to the 
Spartans z and to this 1 ſubicribe, &c, 


LETTER XC 


From the {ane to R. B. Es; at Gru vdeſ- 
bug h. 


Sir, Fleet, 26th July 1646. 
WW HEN I over-looked the liſt of my 
choicett friends to inſert your name, 
I pantſcd a while, and thought it more 
p1 oper- to begin a new collateral fle, and 
put you in the front thereof, where make 
account you are placed. If any thing 
upon earth partakes of angellic happi- 
nels (in civi] actions), it is friendſhip; it 
perfumes the thoughts with ſuch ſweet 
ideas, and the heart with ſuch melting 
paſſions. Such ore the effects of yours 
to me, which makes me pleaſe my ſelf 
much in the ſpeculation of it. 3 
[ am glad you are ſo well returned to 
your own family; and touching the 
wheel wright you write of, who from a 
cart came to be a captain, it made me 
think of the perpetual rotations cf For- 
tune, which you know antiquity ſeated 
upon a whecl, in a reſtleſs, though nat 
violent, volubility : and truly it was ne- 
ver more verified than now, that thoſe 
lpokes which were formerly but colle- 
terial, and ſome ef them quite underneath, 
are now coming up apace to the top of 
the wheel. I hope there will be no cauſe 
to apply to them the old verie I leaned 
at ſchool, 


Aſperius nidil ft humili, cum furgit in altum, 


But there is a tranſcendent over-ruling 
Providence, who cannot only check the 
roilings of this petty wheel, and ſtrike a 
nail into it that it ſhall not ſtir, hut ſtay 

| 2:19 
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alſo when he pleaſeth the motions of 
thoſe vaſt ſpheres of heaven, where the 
ſtars are always ſtirring, as likewiſe the 
whirlings of the primum mobile itſelf, 
which the aſtronomers fay draws all the 
world after it. in a rapid revolution, That 
Divine Providence vouchſafe to check 
the motion of that malevolent planet 


which hath ſo long lowred upon poor 


England, and ſend us better days. So 
ſaluting you with no vulgar reſpects, I 
reſt, my dear nephew, yours moſt affec- 
tionately to ſerve you. 


LET AN. 


From James Howell, Eſq; to Jobn Wroth, 
Ei at Petherton-Park. 


Sir, 29th Aug. 1649. 
T HAD twoof yours lately, one in Ita- 

lian, the other in French (which were 
anſwered in the ſame diale&), and as I 
read them with ſingular delight, fo I 
mult tell you, they ſtruck an admiration. 
into me, that in ſo ſhoit a revolution of 
time you ſhould come to be fo great a 
maſter of thoſe languages both for the 
pen and parly. I have known divers, 
and thoſe of pregnant and ripe capaci- 
ties, who had ſpent more oil and time in 
thoſe countries, yet could they not arrive 
to that double perfection which you have 
for if they got one they were commonly 
defective in the other. Therefore I may 
fay, that you have not Spartam nactuc, 
which was but a petty republic, ſed [?a- 
tram & Galliam nacius es, has orna ; you 
have gut all Italy and France : adorn 
theſe. 


brought home with you; but I find that 
you have ſtudied the men and the man- 
ners of thoſe nations you have converſed 
withal. Neither have you couited only 
all their fair cities, caſtles, houſes of plea- 
ſive, and other places of curioſity, but 
you have priced into the very myſteries of 
their government, as I find by thoſe 
choice manuicripts and obſervations you 
have brought with you. In all theſe 
things you have been ſo curious, as if the 
foul cf your great uncle, who was em- 
ployed Ambaſlador in the Imperial Court, 


and who held correſpond:nce with the 


greateſt men of Chriſtendom in their own 
| lune: had tranſmigrated into you. 
—_ » 9 4 * 
11+ freſheſt news here is, that thoſe 
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heart-burnings and fires of civil commo - 
tions which you have left behind you in 
France, covered over with thin afhes for 
the time, are broken out again; and 1 
believe they will be never quite extin- 
ace or truce with 
Spain, for till then there is no hope of 
abatement of taxes. And it is feared 
the Spanith will out-weary the French at 
laſt in fighting; for the earth herſelf, I 
mean his mines of Mexico and Peru, af. 
ford him a conſtant and yearly treaſure 
to ſupport his armies; whereas the 
French King digs his treaſure out of the 
bowels and vital ſpirits of his own ſubjects. 
J pray let me hear from you by the 


next opportunity, for I ſhall hold my 


time well employed to correſpond with a 
gentleman of ſuch choice and gallant 
parts; in which deſires I reſt your moſt 
affectionate and faithful ſervitor. | 


LETTER XCur. 
From the ſame to Sir K. D. at Paris, 


Sir, Fleet, 5th May 1647. 
New that you are returned, and fixed 
a while in France, an old ſervant of 
yours takes leave to kits your hands, and 
ſalute you in an intenſe degree of heat 
and height of paſhon. It is well you 
ſhook hands with this unfortunate Iſle 
when you did, and got your liberty by 
fuch a royal mediation as the Queen's 
Regents; for had you ſtayed, you would 
have taken but little comfort in your 
life, in regard that ever ſince there have 
been the fearfulleſt diſtractions here that 


ever happened upon any part of the earth: 


a belluine kind of immanity never ranged 
ſo among men, inſomuch that the whole 
country might have taken its appellation 
from the ſmall-ſt part thereof, and be 
called the Ifle of Dogs ; forall humanity, 
common honeſty, and that manſuetude, 
with other moral civilities which ſhould 
diſtinguiſh the rational creature from 
other animals, have been loſt here a good 
while. Nay, beſides this cynical, there 
is a kind of wolfiſh humour hath ſeized up- 
on moit of this people, a true lycanthropy, 
they ſo worry and ſeek to devour one an- 


other; ſo that the wild Arab and fierceſt 


Tartar may be called civil men in compart- 
ſon of us: therefore he is the happieſt who 
is the furtheſt off from this woful iſland. 
The King is firaitencd of that liberty he 


formerly 


, 
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merly had in the Iſle of Wight, and as 
far as I can ſee may make up the num- 
ber of Nebuchadnezzar's years before he 
be reſtored : the Parliament perſiſts in 
their firſt propoſitions, and will go no- 
thing leſs. This is all I have to ſend at 
this time, only I will adjoin -the true 
reſpe&ts of your moſt faithful humble 


ſervitor. 


LETTER err. 


From the ſame to Mr. Thomas More at 
York, 


Sir, Fleet, 1647. 
I Have often partaken of that pleaſure 
which letters uſe to carry along with 
them ; but I do not remember to have 
found a greater portion of delight than 
yours afford me, Your laft of the 


fourth current came to ſafe hand, where- 


in methovght each line, each word, each 
ſyllable, breathed. out the paſſions of a 
:lear and candid foul, of a virtuous and 
gentle ſpirit. Truly, Sir, as I might 
perceive by your ingenuous and patheti- 
cal expreſſions theiein, that you were 


tranſported with the heat of true affec- 
tion towards me in the writing, ſo was I. 


in the reading, which wrought upon me 
with ſuch an energy, that a kind of ex- 
taſy poſſeſſed me for the time. I pray, 
Sir, go on in this correſpondence, and 
you 2 find that your lines will not be 
ill beſtowed upon me; for I love and re- 
ſpect you dearly well: nor is this love 


grounded upon vulgar principles, but 


upon thoſe extraordinary parts of virtue 
and worth which I have diſcovered in 
you; and ſuch a love is the moſt perma- 


nent, as you ſhall find in your moſt affec- 
tionate uncle, 


LETTER Xu. 
From the ſame to Mr. N. B. 


Sir, May 30. 


Y OUR laſt lines to me were as delight- 

ful as the ſeaſon, they were as ſweet 
as flowers in May, nay, they were far 
more fragrant than thoſe fading vegeta- 
bles ; they did caſt a greater ſuavity than 
the Arabian ſpices uſe to do in the Grand 
Cairo, where when the wind is ſouth- 


ward, they fay the air is as ſweet as a 
per:umed Spaniſh glove, The air of this 


-_ * 
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city is not ſo, ſpecially in the heart of the 
city, in and about Paul's church, where 
horſe-dung is a yard deep, inſomuch that 
to cleanſe it would be as hard a taſk as it 
was for Hercules to cleanſe the Augean 
ſtable, by drawing a great river through 
it, which was accounted one of his twelve 
labours. But it was a bitter taunt of the 
Italian, who paſſing by Paul's church, 
and ſeeing it full of horſes, © Now I 
«© perceive (ſaid he) that in England 
c men and beaſts ſerve God alike.” 
No more now, but that I am your moſt 
faithful ſervant. 


LET TLR XOVE 


From the ſame to Sir M illiam Boſwwel, at 
the Hague. 


Sir, Fleet, 2oth March 1648. 

THAT black tragedy which was latel 

ated here, as it hath filled m 

hearts among us with conſternation and 
horror, ſo I believe it hath been no leſs 
reſented abroad. For my own particu- 
lar, the more I ruminate upon it, the 
more it aſtoniſheth my imagination, and 
ſhaketh all the cells of my brain; ſo that 
ſometimes. I ſtruggle with my faith, and 
have much ado to believe it yet. I ſhall 
give over wondering at any thing here- 
after ; nothing ſhall ſeem ſtrange unto 
me; only I will attend with patience how 
England will thrive, now that ſhe is let 
blood in the baſilical. vein, and cured, as 
they ſay, of the king's-evil. 

I had one of yours by Mr. Jacob 
Boeue, and I much thank-you for the 
account you pleaſe to give me of what I. 
ſent you by his conveyance. Holland 
may now be proud, for there is a younger 
commonwealth in Chriſtendom than her- 
ſelf. No more now, but that I always 
reſt, Sir, your moſt humble ſervitor. 


LETTER XCvit. 


From the ſame to R. K. Ejq. at St. Giles. 


Sir, 28th July 1648. 
DE? ERENCE in opinion, no more 

than in a differing complexion, can 
be cauſe enough for me to hate any, A 
differing fancy is no more to me than a 
differing face. If another hath a fair 
countenance, though mine be black; or 
if I have a fair opinion, though another 

E22 | have 
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have a hard- favoured one, yet it ſhall 
Not break that common league of huma- 
nity which ſhould be betwixt rational 
creatures, provided he correſponds with 
me in the general offices of morality and 
civil uprightneſs : this may. admit-him to 
my acquaintance and converſation, though 
I never concur with him in opinion. He 
bears the image of Adam, and the image 
of the Almighty, as well as I: he had 
God for his father, though he hath not 
the ſame church for his mother. The 


omniſcient Creator, as he is only kar- 


diognoſtic (knower of hearts), ſo he is 
the ſole Lord of the whole inward man. 
It is he who reigns over the faculties of 
the ſoul and the affections of the heart: 
it is he who regulates the will, and recti- 
fies all obliquities in the underſtanding 
by ſpecial illuminations, and oftentimes 
reconciles men as oppoſite in opinions as. 
meridians and parallels are in point of 
extenſion, whereof the one draws from 
eaſt to weſt, the other from north to 
ſouth. 

Some of the Pagan philoſophers, eſpe-. 
cially Themiſtius, who was Prætor of 
Byzantium, maintained an opinion, that 
as the pulchritude and preſervation ef the 
world conſiſted in varieties and diſſimili— 
tudes (as alſo in eccentric and contrary 
motions), that as it was repleniſhed with 
ſuch numberleſs forts of ſeveral ſpecies, 
and that the individuals of thoſe ſpecies 
differed ſo much one from the other, 
_ eſpecially mankind, amongſt whom one 
ſhall hardly find two in ten thouſand that 
hath' exactly (though twins) the ſame 
tone of voice, ſimilitude of face, or ideas 
of mind ; therefore the God of Nature 
ordained from the beginning, that he 

ſhould be worſhipped in various and ſun. 
dry forms of adorations, which never- 
theleſs like ſo many lines ſhould tend all 
to the ſame centre. But Chriſtian rel1- 
gion preſcribes another rule, viz. that 
there is but una dia, una Veritas, there 
is but one true way to heaven, and that 
but a narrow one; whereas there be huge 
large roads that lead to hell. 

God Almighty guide us in the firſt, 
and guard us from the ſecond, as alſo 
from all croſs and uncouth bye-paths, 
which uſe to lead ſuch giddy brains that 
follow them to a contuſed labyrinth of 
errors; where being entangled, the de- 
vil, as they ſtand gaping for new lights 
to lead them out, takes his advantage to 
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ſeize on them for their ſpiritual pride 
and inſobriety in the ſearch of more 
knowledge. Your moſt faithful ſervant, 


e 


LETTER XCVII. 


From James Howell, Eſq; to Sir Fames 
| Crofts, Knight, near Lemffler, 


Sir, | | 
F PISTLES, or (according to the word 
in uſe) familiar letters, may be 
called the larum-bells of love. 1 hope 
this will prove ſo to you, and have power 


to awaken you out of that ſilence wherein 


you have ſlept ſo long: yet I would not 
have this larum make any harſh obſtre- 
perous ſound, but gently ſummon you to 
our former correſpondence. Your re- 
turns to me ſhall be more than larum- 
bells; they ſhall be like ſilver trumpets 
to rouſe up my fpirits, and make me 


take pen in hand to meet you more than 


half way in the old field of friendſhip. 
It is recorded of Galen, one of Na- 
ture's cabinet-clerks, that when he ſlept 
his ſiefla (as the Spaniard calls it), or af- 
ternoon ſleep, to avoid exceſs that way, 
he uſed to fit in ſuch a poſture, that 
having a gold ball in his hand, and a 
copper veſſel underneath, as ſoon as his 
ſenſes were ſhut, and the phantafy began 
to work, the ball would fall down, the 
noiſe whereof would awake him, and 
draw the fpring-lock back again to ſet 
the outward ſenſes at liberty. I have 
ſeen in Italy a finger-ring, which in the 
boſs thereof had a watch; and there was 
ſuch a-trick of art in it, that it might be 


ſo wound up, that it would make a ſmall 


pin to prick him who wore it, at ſuch an 
hour as he pleaſed in the night. Let the 


pen between us have the virtue of that 


pin : but the pen hath a thouſand virtues 
more. 
luc, the gooſe, the bee, and the calf, do 


rule the world; the one affording parch-, 


ment, the other- two ſealing-wax, and 
quills to write withal. You know allo 
how the gaggling of geeſe did once pie- 
ſerve the Capitol from being ſurpriſed by 
my countryman Brennus, which was the 
firit foreign force that Rome felt. But 
the gooſe-quill doth daily greater things; 
it conſerves empires (and the feathers of 
it get kingdoms, witneſs what exploits 
tne Engliſh performed by it in France), 


the quill being the chieſeſt inſtrument ot 


intelli- 


You know that axſer apis witu- 


Rs” 
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intelligence, and the ambafſador's prime 
tool: nay, the quill is the uſefulleſt thing 
which preſeryes that noble virtue friend- 
ſhip, which elſe would periſh among men 
for want of practice. 

I ſhall make no more fallies out of 
London this ſummer, therefore your let- 
ters may be ſure where to find me. Mat- 
ters are ftill involved here in a ſtrange 
confuſion, but the ſtars may let down 
milder influences; therefore cheer . up, 
and reprieve yourſelf againſt better times, 
for the world would be irkſome to me if 
you were out of it. Hap what will, you 
ſhall be ſure to find me your ready and 
real ſervant. | 
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familiar letters well enough. When 
Queen Elizabeth did firſt propoſe to him 
that foreign employment to Flanders, 
among other encouragements ſhe told 
him, that he ſhould have 205. per diem 
for his expences. Then, Madam, 


faid he, „I will ſpend 19s. a-day.”— 


«© What will you do with the odd ſhil- 
« ling?“ the —_ replied. —*© I will 
„ reſerve that for my Kate, and for 
«© Tom and Dick ;” meaning his wife 
and children. This induced the Queen 
to enlarge his allowance. But this that 
comes laſt is the beſt of all, and may be 
called the ſuperlative of the three ; which 
was, when at the overture of the treaty 
the other ambaſſadors came to propoſe in 
what language they ſhould treat, the 


Spaniſh ambaſſador anſwered, that the 


From the ſame to Mr. T. Morgan. 


Sir, May 12. 
I RECEIVED two of yours upon Tueſ- 

day laſt, one to your brother, the 
other to me, but the ſuperſcriptions were 
niftaken, which makes me think on that 
famous civilian Dr. Dale, who being 
employed to Flanders by Queen Eliza- 
beth, ſent in a packet to the Secretary 
of State two letters, one to the Queen, 
the other to his wife; but that which was 
meant for the Queen was ſuperſcribed, 
„% To his dear Wife;“ and that for his 
wife, „To her moſt excellent Majeſty :** 
ſo that the Queen having opened his let- 
ter, ſhe found it beginning with ſweet 
heart, and afterwards with my dear, 
and dear love, with ſuch expreſſions, ac- 
quainting her with the ſtate of his body, 
and that he began to want money. You 
may eaſily gueſs what motions of mirth 
this miltake raiſed ; but the Doctor by this 
overſight (or cunningneſs rather) got a 
ſupply of mcney. This perchance may 
be your policy, to endorſe me your bro- 
ter, thereby to endear me the more to 
you : but you needed not to have done 
that, for the name Friend goes ſometimes 
further than brother ; and there be more 
examples of friends that did ſacrifice their 
lives for one another than of brothers; 
which the writer doth think he ſhould do 
tur you if the caſe required, But fince 
I am fallen upon Dr. Dale, who was a 
witty kind of droll, I will tell you in- 


Nead of news (for there is little good 


ſirring now) two other facetious tales 
of his; and familiar tales may become 


French was the moſt proper, becauſe his 


miſtreſs entitled herſelf Queen of France: 


«© Nay then,” faid Dr. Dale, * let us 
e treat in Hebrew, for your maſter calls 
„ himſelf King of Jeruſalem,” 

I performed the civilities you enjoined 
me to your friends here, who return you 
the like centuplicated, and fo doth your 
entire friend. | 


TITER © 


From the ſame to the Kight Honourable the 
Lady E. D. 


Madam, April 8. 
THERE is a French ſaying, that cour- 
teſies and favours are like flowers, 
which are ſweet only while they are freſh, 
but afterwards, they quickly fade and 
wither. I cannot deny but your favours 
to me might be compared to ſome kind 
of flowers (and they would make a thick 
pohe), but they ſhould be to the flower 
called life everlaſting; or that pretty 
vermillion flower which grows at the foot 
of the mountain Etna in Sicily, which 
never loſes any thing of its firſt colour 
and ſcent. Thoſe 3 you did me 


thirty years ago in the life-time of your 


incomparable brother Mr. R. Altham 
(who left us in the flower of his age), 
methinks are as freſh to me as if they 
were done yeſterday, 

Nor were it any danger to compare 
courteſies done to me to other flowers, as 


1 uſe them; for I diſtill them in the lim- 
bec of my memory, and ſo turn them 


to eſſences, 


Xx 2 But, 
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But, Madam, I honour you not ſo 
much for favours, as for that precious 
brood of virtues, which ſhine in you with 
that brightneſs, but eſpecially for thoſe 
high motions whereby your ſoul ſoars up 
ſo often towards heaven; inſomuch, Ma- 
dam, that if it were ſafe to call any mor- 
tal a faint, you ſhould have that title 
from me, and I would be one of your 


chiefeſt votaries: howſoever, I may 


without any ſuperſtitition ſubſcribe my- 
ſelf your truly devoted ſervant. 


LETTER CI. 
From James Howell, Eſq; to the Lord 
Marguis of Hartford. 


My Lord, 
1 RECEIVID your Lordſhip's of the 
11th current, with the commands it 
carried, whereof I ſhall give an account 
in my next, Foreign parts afford not 
much matter of intelligence, it being now 


the dead of winter, and the ſeaſon unfit 


for action. But we need not go abroad 
for news, there is ſtore enough at home. 
We ſee daily mighty things, and they are 


- marvellous in our eyes; but the greateſt 


marvel is, that nothing ſhould now be 
marvelled at; for we are ſo habituated to 
wonders, that they are grown familiar 
unto us. | | | 

Poor England may be ſa:d to be like a 
ſhip toſſed up and down the ſurges of a 
turbulent ſea, having loft her old pilot; 
and God knows when ſhe can get into 
fate harbour again: yet doubtleſs this 
tempeſt, according to the uſual operations 
of nature, and the ſucceſſion of mundane 


effects by contrary agents, will tuin at 
laſt into a calm, though many who are 
yet in their nonage may not live to ſee 
it. Your Lordihip' knows that the 


x69, this fair frame of the univerſe, 
came out of -a chaos, an indigeſted hump ; 
and that this elementary world was made 
of millions of ingredients repugnant to 
themſelves in nature; and the whole is 


ſtill preſerved by the reluctancy and reſt- 


leſs combatings of theſe principles. We 
ſee how the ſhipwright doth make uſe of 
knee-timber and other croſs- grained 
pieces, as well as of ſtrait and even, for 
framing a goodly veſſel to ride on Nep- 
tune's back. The printer uſeth many 


contrary characters in his art, to put 
forth a fair volume; as disa p reverſed, 


to him, and told him, 


and n is u turned upward, with other 
2 letters, which yet concur all to 
the perfection of the who.e work. There 
go many and various diſſonant tones to 
make an harmonious concert. This put 
me in mind of an excellent paſſage which 
a noble ſpeculative Knight (Sir P. Her. 
bert) hath in his late Conceptions to his 
ſon: how a holy anchorite being in a 
wilderneſs, among other contempl tions 
he fell to admire the method of Provi- 
dence, how out of cauſes which ſeem bad 
to us he produceth oftentimes good ef- 
fets; how he ſuffers virtuous, loyal, and 
religious men to be opprefſed, and others 
to proſper. As he was tranſported with 
theſe ideas, a goodly young man appeared 
b ath'r, | xnow 
6 ur thoughts are diſtracted, and lam 
*« {ent to quiet them; therefore if you 
«© will accompany me a few days, you 
6 ſhall return very well ſatisfied of thoſe 
„ doubts that now encumber your mind. 
So going along with him, they were to 
paſs over a deep river, whereon there was 
a narrow bridge ; and meeting there with 
another paſſenger, the young man juſtled 
him into the water, and ſo drowned him. 
The old anchorite being much aſtoniſhed 
hereat, would have left him; but his 
guide faid, Father, be not amazed, be- 
„ cauſe I ſhall give you good reaſons for 
« what I do, and you ſhall fee ſtranger 


things than this before you and I part; 


but at laſt I ſhall ſettle your judgment, 
* and put your mind in ful repoſe. So 
going that night to lodge in an mn where 
there was a crew of banditti, and de- 
bauched rufhans, the young man ſtruck 
into their company, and revelled with 
them till the morning, while the ancho- 
rite ſpent moſt of the night in numbering 


his beads : but as ſoon as they were de- 


parted thence, they met with ſome offi- 
cers who went to apprehend that crew of 
banditti they had. left behind them. The 
next day they came to a gentleman's 


| houſe, which was a fair palace, where they 


received all the courteous hoſpitality 
which could be; but in the morning as 
they parted there was a child in a cradle, 
which was the only ſon of the gentleman ; 
and the young man, ſpying his opportu- 
nity, ſtrangled the child, and ſo got 
away, The third day they came to an- 
other inn, where the man of the houſe 
treated them with all the civility that 
could be, and gratis; yet the young man 
embezzled 


M O D 
embezzled a ſilver goblet, and carried it 
away in his pocket, which (till increaſed 
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the amazement of the anchorite. The 
fourth day in the evening they came to 
lodge at another inn, where the hoſt was 
very ſullen and uncivil to him, exacting 
much more than the value of what they 
had ſpent ; yet at parting the young man 
beſto ved upon him the filver goblet he 
had ſtolen from that hoſt who had uſed 
them ſo kindly. The fifth day they made 
towards a great rich town; but ſome 
miles before they came at it, they met 
with a merchant at the. cloſe of the day, 
who had a great charge of money about 
bim; and aſking the next paſſage to the 
town, the young man put him in a clean 
contrary way. The anchorite and his 
guide being come to the town, at the 
ge they pie] a devil, who lay as it 
wert centinel, but he was aſleep: they 
four % both men and women at ſun- 
dry kinds of (ports, ſome dancing, others 
ſinging, with divers forts of revellings. 
They went afterwards to a convent of 
Capuchins, where about the gate they 
found legions of devils laying fiege to 
that monaſtery ; yet they got in and 
lodged there that night. Being awaked 
the next morning, the young man caine 
to that cell where the anchorite was 
lodged, and told him, “ I know your 
« heart is full of horror, and your head 
« full of confuſion, aſtoniſhments and 
„ doubts for what you have ſeen ſince 
* the firſt time of our aſſociation. But 
© know, I am an angel ſent from heaven 
* to rectify your judgment, as allo to 
c correct a little your curioſity in the re- 
© ſearches of the ways and acts of Pro- 
© vid-nce too far; for though ſeparately 
they ſeem ſtrange to the ſhallow appre- 
*« henſion of man, yet conjunctly they 
© all tend to produce goud effects, 


That man which I tumbled into the 


ver was an act of Providence; for he 
«« was going upon a moſt miſchievous 
deſign, that would have damnified not 
only his own ſoul, but dettroyed the 
party againſt whom it was intended; 
therefore 1 prevented it. | 


The cauſe why I converſed all night 


with that crew of rogues was alſo an 


act of Providence; for they intended 
to go a robbing all that night; but I 


kept them the:e purpoſely till the next 


morning, that the hand of juſtice might 
** kize upon them, . 


E R N. 34 
« Touching the kind hoſt from whom 


I took the filver goblet, and the clown- 


te iſh or knaviſh hoſt to whom I gave it, 
& let this demonſtrate to you, that goad 
© men are liable to croſſes and loſſes, 
«© whereof bad men oftentimes reap the 
& benefit z but it commonly produceth 
„ patience in the one, and pride in the 
other. 

© Concerning that noble gentleman 
* whoſe child I ſtrangled after ſo cour- - 
«© teous entertainment, know, that that 
© alſo was an act of Providence; for the 
«« gentleman was fo mdulgent and doting 
on that child, that it lefſened his love 
* to heaven; ſo I took away the cauſe. 

© Touching the merchant whom I 
e miſguided in his way, it was likewiſe 
* an act of Providence; for had he gone 
the direct way to this town, he had 
* been robbed, and his throat cut; there- 
fore I preſerved him by that deviation. 

© Now, concerning this great luxu- 
© rious city, whereas we ſpied but one 
devil who lay aſleep without the gate, 
there being ſo many about this poar 
* convent, you mult conſider, that Lu- 
« citer being already aſſured of that riot- 
© ous town by corrupting their manners 
© every day more and more, he needs 
* but one ſingle centinel to ſecure it: but 
for this holy place of retirment, this 
© monaſtery inhabited by ſo many devout 
„ fouls, who ſpend their whole lives in 
«© acts of mortification, as xerciſes of 
% piety and penunce, he hath brought ſo 
„ many legions to beleaguer them; yet 


he can do no good upon them, for they 


bear up againſt him moſt undauntedly, 
© maugre all his infernal power and ſtra- 
„ tagems.” So the young mam or di- 
vine meſſenger, ſuddenly diſappeared and 
vaniſhed, yet leaving bis fellou- traveller 
in good hands. 5 
My Lord, I crave your pardon for this 
extravagancy, and the tediouſneſs there- 
of; but I hope the ſublimity of the mar- 
ter will make ſome compenſation, which, 
if I am not deceived, will weil ſuit with 
your genius; for I know your contem- 
plations to be as high as your condition, 
and as much above the vulgar. This 
figurative ſtory ſhews that the ways of 
Providence are inſcrutable, his intention 
and method of operation not conformable 
oftentimes to human judgment, the plum- 
met aad line whereof 1s infinitely too 
ſhort to fathom the depth of his deſians: 


therefors 
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therefore let us acquieſce in an humble 


adiniration, aud with this confidence, 


that all things co-operate to the beſt at 
laſt, as they relate to his glory and the 
eneral good of his creatures, though 
metimes they appear to us by uncouth 
circumſtances and crofs mediums. | 
So m a due diſtance and poſture of hu- 
mility I kiſs your Lordſhip's hands, as 
being, my moſt highly honoured Lord, 
your thrice obedient and obliged fervitor. 


REI. 


Prom James Howell, Eſq; 10 Mr. R. 
Maynwa ing. 


My dear Dick, 
IF you are as well when you read this, 
as I was when I wrote it, we are both 
well; Iam certain of the one, but anxious 
of the other, in regard of your fo long 
ſilence. I pray, at the return of this 
E let your pen pull out this thorn that 
ath got into my thoughts, and Jet me 
have often room in yours, for you know 


I am your perfect friend, &c. 


LET ER CEL. 
From the ſu me to Sir. R. Williams, Knight, 


Sir, | 

AM one among many who much re- 

joice at the fortunate windfali that 
happened lately, which hath to tairly 
raiſed and recrunted your fortunes, It is 
commonly ſeen, that Ub of multum f han- 
taſiæ (viz ingeni) ibi oft farum fortung 
S ubi eff multum fortuna, ibi eſt farum 
fhantaſa: Where there is much of fan- 
cy, there is little of fortune; and where 
there is much ef fortune, there is little 
of fancy. It ſeems that Recorder Fleet- 
wood reflefted upon one part of this ſay- 
g, when, in his fpeech to the Lon- 
doners, among other paſſages whereby 
he ſoothcd and firoked them, he ſaid, 
When I conſider your wit, I admire 
«« your wealth.” But touching the La- 
tia ſaying, it is quite evinced in you, for 
you have fancy and fortune (now) in 
abundance ; and a ſtrong argument may 
be drawn, that Fortune 1s not blind, by 
her carriage to you ; for ſhe ſaw well 
cnough what ſhe did, when ſhe ſmiled fo 
lately upon you. 

Now he is the really rich man who 
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can make true uſe of his riches: he 


makes not aummum his numen, money 
his god, _ but makes himfelf dominum 
nummi, but becomes maſter of his penny. 
The firſt is the arranteſt beggar and ſlave 
that is; nay, he is worſe than the Arca- 
dian ats, who while he carrieth gold on 
his back eats thiftles : he is bafer than 
that ſordid Italian ſtationer who would 
not allow himſelf brown paper enough to 
wipe his poſteriors. | 

Now, it is obſerved to be the nature 
of covetouſneſs, that when all other fins 
grow old, covetouſneſs in ſome ſordid 


tou] grows younger and younger: hence 


I believe ſprung the city proverb, that 
Ihe fon is happy whoſe father went to 
* the devil.“ Yet I like the faying 
Tom Waers hath often in his mouth, 
© had rather leave when I die, than 
« lack while I live.” But why do I 
ſpeak of theſe things to you, who have 
ſo noble a ſoul, and ſo much above the 
vulgar? | 


Your friend Mr. Watts is ſtil] troubled © 


with coughing, and truly I believe he is 
not to be long among us; for, as the 
Turk hath it, „ A dry cough is the 
© trumpeter of death.” He preſents 
bis moſt affectionate reſpects to you, and 
ſo doth my molt noble Knight, your 
ever obliged ſervitor. 


ei. 
From the ſame to J. Sutton, Eig. 


Sir, London, 15th January. 
HEREAS you defire my opinion of 

the late Hiſtory tranſlated by Mr. 
Wad. of the Civil Wars of Spain, in 
the beginning of Charles, the Emperor's 


reign, I cannot chuſe but tell you, that 


it is a faithful and pure manden ſtory, ne- 


ver blown upon before in any language 
but in Spaniſh, therefore very worthy 
your peruſal ; for among thoſe various 
kind of ſtudies that your contemplative 
tou] delights in, I hold hiſtory to be the 
moſt fitting to your quality. 

Now among thoſe ſundry advantages 
which accrue to a reader of hiſtory, one 


is, that no modern accident can feem 


ſtrange to him, much leſs aſtoniſh him. 
He will leave off wondering at any thing, 
in regard he may remember to have read 
of the ſame, or much like the ſame, that 


happened in former times: 2 eq 
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doth not ſtand ſtaring like a child at every 


unuſual ſpectacle, like that ſimple Ame- 
rican, who, the firſt time he ſaw a Spa- 
niard on horſeback, thought the man and 
the beaſt to be but one creature, and that 
the horſe did chew the rings of his bit, 
and eat them. | 

Now, indeed, . not to be an hiſtorian, 
that is, not to know what foreign nations 
and our forefathers did, Hoc eft ſemper eſe 
tuer, as Cicero hath it, this is ſtill to be 
23 child who gazeth at every thing: 
whence may be inferred, there is no 
knowledge that ripeneth the judgment, 
and puis one out. of his -nonage, ſooner 
than tuſtory. h | 

If I had not formerly read the Barons 
wars in England, I had more admired 


that of the Leaguers in France, He 


who had read the near-upon fourſcore 
years wars in Low Germany, I believe, 
never wondered at the late thirty years 
wars in High Germany, I had won- 
dered more that Richard of Bourdeaux 
was knocked down with halberds, had! 
not read formerly that Edward of Car- 
narvon was made away by à hot iron 
thruſt up his fundament. It was ſtrange 
that Murat the great Ottoman Emperor 
ſhould be lately ſtrangled in his own 
Court at Conſtantinople, yet conſidering 
that Oſman his predeceſſor had been 
knocked down by one of his ordinary 
ſlaves not many years before, it was not 
ſtrange at all. The blazing- ſtar in Virgo 
34 years ſince did not ſeem ſtrange to 
tim who had read of that which appeared 
in Caſſiopeia and other conſtellations ſome 
years before. Hence may be inferred, 
that Hiſtory is the great louking-glals 
through which we may behold with an- 
ceſtral eyes, not only the various actions 
of ages paſt, and the odd accidents that 
attend time, but allo diſcern the different 
humours of men, and feel the pulſe of 
former times. 


This hiſtory will diſplay the very 


' iitrinkeals of the Caſtilian, who goes for 


tne prime Spaniard ; and make the opi— 
nion a paradox, which cries him up to be 
io conſtant to his principles, fo loyal to 
his prince, and fo conformable to go- 
vernment; for it will diſcover as much 
levity and tumultuary paſſions in him as 
in other nations. 

Among divers other examples which 
could be produced out of this ſtory, I 
will inſtauce in one: When Juan de Pa- 
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dillia, an infamous fellow, and of baſe 
extraction, was made general of the peo- 
ple, among others there was à prieſt, 
that being a great zealot for him, uſed 
to pray publicly in the church, © Let us 
„ pray for the whole Commonalty, and 
ce his Majeſty Don Juan de Padillia, and 
* for the Lady Donna Maria Pachecho 
te his wife,” &c. But a little after, 
ſome of Juan de Padillia's foldiers having 


quartered in his houſe, and pitifully 


plundered him, the next Sunday the ſame 
prieſt ſaid in the church, «4* Beloved 
« Chriftians, you know how Juan de 

Padillia ==" be this way, ſome of his 
„ brigade were billeted in my houſe: 
truly they have not left me one 
chicken ; they have drunk up a whole 
barrel of wine, devoured my bacon, 
and taken away my Catalina, my maid 
Kate: I charge you therefore pray no 
more for him.“ Divers ſuch traverſes 
as theſe may be read in that ſtory ; which 
may be the reaſon why it was ſuppreſſed 
in Spain, that it ſhould not croſs the ſeas, 
or clamber over the Pyreneans to ac- 
quaint other nations with their foolery 
and baſeneſs: yet Mr. Simon Digby, a 
gentleman of much worth, got a copy, 
which he brought over with him, out of 
which this tranſlation is derived; though 


1 muſt tell you by the bye, that ſome 


paſſages were commanded to be omitted, 
becauie they had too near an analogy 
with our times. ; 3 

So in a (ſerious way of true friendſhip, 


I profeis mytelt your moſt att:chionate 


lerv itor., 


ren e. 


From the fame to the Lord Marquis of 


Do, cleſter . 


Mr Lord, London, 15th Auzuft. 
HERE is a ſentence that carrieth a 
high ſenſe with it, viz. Inzenra $rinz 
citum Jata temporum, The fancy of the 
prince is the fate of the times; ſo in 
point of peace or war, oppreſilon or juſ- 
tice, virtue or vice, profaneneſs or de- 
votion: for reg ad exemplum. But there 
is another ſaying which is as trne, viz, 
Gerius fplebis off fatum princijis, The 
happincis of the prince depends upon 
the humour of the people. There can- 


not be a more pregnant example hereof, 
than in that ſucceſsful and long-lived 


queen, 
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queen, Queen Elizabeth, who having 


come, as it were, from the ſcaffold to 


the throne, enjoyed a wonderful calm 


8 ſome ſhort guſts of inſurrec- 
tion that happened in the beginning) for 
near upon 45 years together. But this, 
5 Lord, may be imputed to the temper 
ef the people, who had had a boiſterous 
king not long before, with ſo many re- 
volutions in religion, and a minor king 
afterward, which made them to be go- 
verned by their fellow- ſubjects. And 
the fire and faggot being frequent among 
them in Queen Mary's days, the hu- 
mours of the common people were pretty 
well ſpent, and ſo were willing to con- 
form to any government, that might pre- 
ſerve them and their eſtates in quietneſs. 
Yet in the reign of that ſo popular and 
well-beloved queen there were many 
traveries, which trenched as much if not 
more upon the privileges of parliament, 
and the liherties of the people, than any 
that happened in the reign of the two 
lat kings; yet it was not their fate to 
be ſo popular, Tovching the firſt, viz. 
Parliament; in one of heis there was a 
motion made in the Houſe of Commons, 
that there ſhould be a lecture in the 
morning ſome days of the week before 
they far, whereunto the Houſe was very 
inelinable: the Queen hearing of it, ſent 
them a meſſage, that ſhe much wondered 
at their raſhnels, that they ſhould offer to 
introduce ſuch an innovation. 

Another Parliament wou!d have pro- 
peled ways for the regulation of her 
Court; but ſhe ſent them another ſuch 
meſſage, that ſhe wondered, that be- 
ing called by her thither to conſult of 
public affairs, they ſhould intermedadle 
vith the government of her ordinary fa- 
miiy, and to think her to be % ill an 


. houſew;te as not to be able to lock to 


* 


ber own houſe herſelf. : 

In another Parliament there was 2 mo- 
tion made, that the Queen ſhouid entail 
the ſucceſſion of the crown, and declare 


her next heir; but Wentworth, who pro- 


poted it, was committed to the Tower, 
where he breathed his laſt; and Brom. y 
upon a fels occation was clapped in the 
Fieet, 

Another time the Houſe petitioning 


that the Lords might join TH pro vate Cons. 


mittees with the Commoners, the utterly 
repQcd it, You know how Stubbs and 
Pie had their hands cut off with 3 
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butcher's knife and a mallet, becauſe they 
writ againſt the match with the Duke of 
Anjou; and Penry was hanged at Ty- 


burn, though Allured, who writ a bitter 


invective againſt the late Spaniſh match, 
was but confined for a ſhort time ; how 
Sir John Heywood was ſhut up in the 
Tower, for an epiſtle dedicatory to the 
Earl of. Eflex, &c. | 
Touching her favourites, what a mon- 
fter of a man was Leiceſter, who firft 
brought the art of poiſoning into Eng- 
land? Add hereunto, that privy- ſeals 
were common in her days, and preſſing 
of men more frequent, eſpecially for Ire- 
land, where they were ſent in handful, 
rather to continue a war (by the cunning 
of the officers) than to conclude it, The 
three fleets the ſent agammſ the Spaniards 
did hardly make the benefit of the voy- 
ages to countervail the charge. How 
poorly did the Engliſh garriſon quit Ha- 
vre-de-Grace ? and how were we baffle 
for the arrears that were due to England 
(by article) for the forces ſent into 
France ? For buildings, with all kind 
of braveries elſe that uſe to make a na- 
tion happy, as riches and commerce, in- 
ward and outward, it was not the twen- 
tieth part ſo much in the beſt of her days 
(as appears by the Cuſtom-houſe books) 
as it was in the reign of her ſucceſſors. 
Touching the religion of the Court, 
ſhe ſeldom came to ſermon but in Lent- 
time, nor did there uſe to be any ſermon 
upon Sundays, unleſs they were feſtivals; 
whereas the ſucceeding Kings had duly 
two every morning, one for the houſe- 
hold, the other for themſelves, where 
they were always preſent, as alſo at pri- 
vote prayers in the cloſet ; yet it was not 
their foftune to gain ſo much upon the 
attections of chy or country. There- 
tore, my Lord; the felicity of Queen 
Elizabeth may be much imputed to the 
rare temper and moderation of men's 
minds in thoſe days; for the purſe of 
the common people and Londoners, did 
beat nothing fo high as it did afterwards 


hen they grew pampered with fo long 


peace and plenty. Add hereun:o, that 
either Hans, Jocky, or John Calvin, 
had taken ſuch footing here as they did 
vet afterwards, whoſe humour 1s to pry 
and peep with a kind of malice into the 
cartiage of the Court, and myſteries of 
tate, as alſo to malign nobility, with the 
wealth and folemnrtics of the 8 


tember to 
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My Lord, it is far from my meaning 
hereby to let drop the leaſt aſperſion upon 
the tomb of that rare renowned Queen; 
but it is only to obſerve the differing tem- 
per both of time and people. The fame 
of ſome Princes is like the roſe, which, 
as we find by experience, ſmells ſweetec 
#ſter it is plucked : the memory of others 
is like the tulip and poppy, which make 
a gay ſhew, and fair flouciſh, while they 
ſtand upon the (talk, but being cut down 
they give an ill-favoured ſcent, It was 
the happineſs of that great long-lived 
Queen to caſt a pleafing odour among her 
people both, while ſhe ſtood, and-after 
ſhe was cut off by the common ſtroke of 
mortality; and the older the world 
grows, the freſher her fame will be. Yet 
ſhe is little beholden to any foreign 
writers, unleſs it be the Hollanders; and 
good reaſon they had to 12 well of 
her, for ſhe was the chicfeſt inſtrument, 
who, though with the expence of much 


| Engliſh blood and butiion, raiſed them to 


4 republic, by caſting that fatal bone for 
the Spaniard to gnaw upon, which ſhook 


us teeth fo ill-tavouredly for fourſcore 
EE years together, Other writers ſpeak bit- | 
tech of her for her carriage to her filter 
EXE the Queen of Scots; for her ingratitude 


to her brother Philip of Spain; for giv+ 
ing advice by her heb with the 


had got a college in Pera; as alſo that 
her Secretary Walſingham ſhould project 
the poiſoning of the waters of Douay; 
and laſtly, how ſlie ſuffered the feſtival of 
the Nativity of the Virgin Mary in Sep- 
turned to the celebration 
of her own biith-day, &c. But theſe 
ſtains are caſt upon her by her enemies; 
and the aſperſions of an enemy uſe to be 


like the dirt of oyſters 3 which doth rather 


cleanſe than contaminate, 

Thus, my Lord, have I pointed at 
ſome remarks, to ſhew how various and 
cliſcrepant the humours of a nation may 
be, and the genius of the times, from 
what it was; which doubtleſs muſt pro- 
ceed from a high all-diſpoſing power: 
a ſpeculation that may become tue great- 
eit and knowingeſt ſpirits, among whom 
your Lordſhip doth ſhine as a ſtar of the 
frit magnitude; for your houſe may be 
called a true academy, and your head 
the capital of knowledge, or rather an 
Exchequer, wherein there is a treaſure 
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enough to give penſions to all the wits 
of the time. With theſe thoughts I reſt, 
my moſt highly honoured Lord, your 
very obedient and ever obliged ſer- 

vant. | 


LET IER CYL 
From Jamet Howell, Ei; to Mr. R. Floyd. 


Couſin Floyd, London, 6th April. 
"PHE firſt part of wiſdom is to give good 
counſel, the ſecond to take it, and 

the third to follow it. Though you be 
young, yet you may be already capable 
of the two latter parts of wiſdom, and it 
is the, only way to attain the firſt: there- 
fore I wiſh you to follow the good coun- 


ſel of your uncle J. for I know him to be 
a very diſcreet well-weighed gentleman 3 ' 


and I can judge ſomething of men, for 1 
have ſtudied many: therefore if you fteer 
by his compals in this great buſineſs you 
have undertaken, you need not fear ſhip- 
wreck. This is the advice of your truly 
aft<Ctionate couſin. 


rn OT 


From the ſame to his reverend and learned 
Great Turk, to expel the Jeſuits, who 


Countr yman, Mr. R. Jones. 


Sir, London, 1th September. 
II is, among many other, one of my im- 

per fections, that I am not verſed in m 
maternal tongue fo exactly as I thould _ 
be; the reaſon is, that language and 


words (which are the chief creatures of 


man, and the keys ot knowledge) may be 
ſaid to ſtick in the memory like nails or 
pegs in a wainſcot door, which uſeth ro 
thiuſt out one another oftentimes. Yet 
the old Britiſh is not fo driven out of 
mine (for the caſk favours ttill of the li- 
quor it firſt took in) but I can fay ſome- 
thing of this elabuiate and ingenious 
piece of yours, which you pleaſe to com- 
municate to me ſo early : I cannot com- 
pare it more properly than to a baſket cf 
poſies gathered in the beſt garden of 
flowers, the facred Scriptures, and bound 
up with ſuch art, that every flower directs 
us where his hed may be found. Whence 
I infer, that tes wotk will much conduce 
to the advancement of BiJAgoFia, or 
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Scripture- Knowledge, and conſequently 
to the public good. It will alſo tend to 
the honour of our whale country, and to 
your own particular repute: therefore 1 
wiſh you good ſucceſs, - id make this 
child of your brain free denizen of the 
world, | 


LETTER CVII.. 


From James Howell, Eſq; to the Right 
Honourable the Lady E. Savage, af ter- 
wards Counteſs Rivers. 


Excellent Lady, London, 2d Feb. 
A MONG thoſe multitudes that claim 
| a ſhare in the loſs of fo precious a 

Lord, mine is not the leaſt. O how will- 
ingly could I have meaſured with my 
feet, and performed a pilgrimage over all 
thoſe large continents wherein | have 
travelled, io have reprieved him! truly, 
Madam, I hall mourn for him while I 
have a heart beating in my breaſt; and 
though time may mitigate the ſenſe of 
grief, yet his memory ſhall be to me, 
like his worth and virtues, everlaſting, 
But it is not ſo much to be lamented that 
he hath left us (it being ſo infinitely to 
his advantage), as that he hath left be- 
hind fo few like him.“ 

I confeſs, Madam, this is the weigh- 
tieſt c10is that poſſibly could come to ex- 
erciſe your patience ; but I know your 
Ladyſhip to be both pious and prudent 
in the higheſt degree: let the one pre- 
lerve you from exceſs of ſorrow, which 
may prove irreligious to heaven; and 
the other keep you from being injurious 
to yourſelf, and to that goodly brave 
iſſue ot his, which may ſerve as ſo many 
living copies of the original. 

God Almighty comfort your Lady- 


ſhip; fo prayeth, Madam, your molt. 


humble and torrowful fervant. 


"LETTER CIX. 


From the ſame to the Right Honourable 
© Jun Lord Sa. 135 


My Lord. Lond. roth December. 
] SHOULD be much wanting to mytelt, 
if 1 did not congratulate your lately 
deſecnded honours ; but truly, my Lord, 
us congratuladon is like a vapour ex- 
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haled from a ſoil overwhelmed with a 
ſudden inundation ; ſuch is the ſtate of 
my mind at this time, it being overcaſt 


with a thick fog of grief for the death of 1 2 


your incomparable father. 
I pray from the centre of my heart 


that you may inherit his high worth ang | 
_ virtues, as you do all things elſe; and 1 


doubt it not, having diſcovered in your 
nature ſo many pregnancies, and ſparkles 
of innated honour. So I relt in quality 
of your Lordſhip's moſt humble fer- 
vant. 


CETTER OK 
From the ſame to Sir E. F. 
—, London, 4th Auguſt, 


N the various courſes of my wandering 

life, I have had occaſion to fpend 
ſome part of my time in literal correſ- 
pondences with divers; but I never re- 
member that I pleaſed myſelf more in 
paying theſe civilities to any than to 
yourſelf : for when I undertake this tac, 
I find that my head, my hand, and my 
heart, go all ſo willingly about it. The 
invention of the one, the graphical office 
of the other, and the affections of the 


laſt, are ſo ready to obey me in perform- 


ing the work; work do I call it? It is 1 


rather a ſport, my pen and paper ae 33 
a cheſs- board, or as your inſtruments of 


muſie are to you, when you would recre- 
ate your harmonious ſoul. Whence this 
proceeds I know not, unleſs it be from a 


charming kind of virtue that your letters | 


carry with them to work upon my ſpirits, 
which are ſo full of facete and familiar 
friendly” trains, and ſo punctual in an- 
ſwering every part of mine, that you may 
give the law of epiſtolizing to all man- 
kind. . 

Touching your poet laureat Skelton, 1 
found him at laſt (as I told you before) 
ſculking in Duck Lane, pitifully tattered 
and torn ; and as the times are, I do not 
think it worth the labour and coſt to put 
him in better clothes, for the genius of 
the age is quite another thing: yet there 
be ſome lines of his, which I think will 
never be out of date for their quaint 
ſenie: and with theſe I will cloſe this 
letter, and falute you, as he did his 
friend, with theſe options: 


Salve 


— A 


K —— os wy aw + wo 


gect. II. 


Salve plus decies quam ſunt momenta dier um, 


Duet ſpecies generum, quot res, quot nomina re- 


rim, 


| Owot pratit flores, quot ſunt & in orbe colores, 
ng, 7 4 
| Duct piſces, quot aves, guet ſunt & in aquore 


naves, | 
Duot volucrum pennæ, guot ſunt termenta ge- 
henre, 


| Duct cali Pelle, quot ſunt miracula Thome : 


Dot ſunt virtutes, tanta: tibi mitto ſalutes. 
Theſe were the wiſhes in. time of yore 
of Jo. Skeltun, but now they are of 
your, &C. EF 
EL TEREXL 
From the ſame to R. Davies, Eſq; 


Sir, London, 5th July. 
1D your letters know how truly wel- 
come they are to me, they would 
make more haſte, and not loiter ſo long 
in the way; tor I did not receive yours 
of the 2d of. June till the 1ſt of July; 
which is time enough to have travelled 


= not only a hundied Engliſh, but ſo many 
| Helvetian miles, that are five times big- 


ger; for in ſome places they contain 


22 torty furlongs, whereas ours have but 


eight, unless it be in Wales, where they 
are allowed better meaſure, or in the 


W north parts, where there is a wea-bit to, 
We every mile. 


But that yours ſhould be a 
whole month in making fcarce 100 Eng- 
liſn miles (for the diftance between us is 
no more) is ſtrange to me, unieis you 


8 purpoſely fent it by John Long the Car- 


lier. I know, being fo near Lemſter's 
Ore, that you dwell im a gentle foil, which 
good for cheeſe as well as for cloth; 


Ncctore if you ſend me a good one, I 


ſiial return my couſin your wife ſome- 


755 thing from hence that may be equivalent A 


if you neglect me, I mall think that 
Wales is relapſed into her firſt barbar- 
ums: for Strabo makes it one of his ar- 
guments to prove the Britons barbarous, 
becauſe they had not the art of making 
cacele till the Romans came: but I be- 
lieve you will preſerve them from this 
imputation again. I know you can want 
no good grals thereabouts, which, as 
they hey here, grows ſo fait in ſome of 


vous helds, that if one ſhould put his 


Non there Over night, he ſhould not find 
hun again the next morning. So with 
my very retpcetful commends to yourſelf, 
and to the partner of your couch and 


carts, I relt, my dear couſin, yours al- 
WAN to dilpole ot, 


M G dE 


\ 
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From the ſame io Mr. V. Price, at Oxon. 


| London, 3d February, 
My precious Nephew, 

Tun could hardly better news be 
+ brought to me, than to underſtand 
that you are ſo great a ſtudent, and that 
having paſſed through the briers of lo- 
gic, you fall fo cloſe to philoſophy: yet 
I do not like your method in one thing, 
that you are ſo fond of new authors, and 
negle& the old, as I hear you do. It is 
the ungrateful genius cf this age, that if 
any ſeioliſt can find a hole in an old au- 
thor's coat, he will endeavour to make 
it much more wide, thinking to make 
himſelf ſomebody thereby ; I 'am none 
of thoſe ; but touching the ancients, I 
hold this to be a good moral rule, I- 
dandum quod bene, ignaſcendum quod alter 
dixerunt : the older an author is, com- 
monly the more ſolid he is, and the 
greater teller of truth. This makes me 
think on a Spaniſh Captain, who being 
invited to a fiſh-dinner, and coming 
late, he fat at the lower end of the table 
where the ſmall fiſh lay, the great ones 
being at the upper end; thereupon he 
took one of the little fiſh and held it to his 
ear: his comrades aſked bim what he 
meant by that; he anſwered in a fal 
tone, “ Some thirty years fince, my fa- 
«© ther paſſing from Spain to Barbwy, 
« was caſt away in a ſtorm, and I am 
* aſking this little fiſh whether he could 
„„ tell any tidings of his body ; he an- 


« ſwers me that he is too young to tell 


me any thing, but thote old fiſh at your 
© end of the table may fay ſomet hing to 
eit,“ ſo by that trick cf drollery he 
got his ſhare of them. The application 
is eaſy. therefore I adviſe you not to ne- 
glect old authors; for though we be come 


as it were to the meridian of truth, yet 


there be many neoterical commentators 
and ſelf-conceited writers that eclipſe ker 
in many things, and go from 9gb/curum 
to 0bjcur 14s, Eg | x 
Give me leave to tell you, couſin, that 
your kindred and friends, with all the 
world beſides, expect much from you in 
regard of the pregnancy of your ſpirit, 
and thoſe advantages you have of others, 
being now at the ſource of all Know- 
1 ledge. 


348 
ledge. I was told of a countryman, who 
coming to Oxford, and being at the 
towns-end, ſtood liſtening to a flock of 
peeſe, and a few dogs that were hard 
by; being aſked the reaſon, he anſwered, 
„That he thought the geeſe. about Ox- 
« ford did gaggle Greek, and the dogs 
„ barked in Latin.” If ſome in the 
world think ſo much of thoſe irrational 
poor creatures that take in Univerſity 
air, what will your friends in the country 
expect from you who have the inſtru— 
ments of reaſon in ſuch a perfection, and 
ſo -well nrung with a tenacious memory, 
a quick underſtanding, and rich inven- 
tion? all which . have diſcovered in you, 
and doubt not but you will eniploy them 
to the comfort of your friends, your own 
credit, and the particular contentment of 
Your truly affectionate uncle. 


LETTER CXII. 


From James Hewell, Eſq; to Nr. R. Lee, 
5 in Antaberp. 
Sir, London, qth November. 
N acre of performance is worth the 
whole land of promiſe ; beſides, as 
the Italian hath it, “Deeds are men, and, 
«© words women.” You plealed to pro- 
miſe me, when you ſhook hands with 
England, to barter letters with me; but 
whereas I writ to you a good while ſince 
by Mr. Simons, I have not received a 
ſyllable from you ever ſince. 

The times here frown more and more 
vpon the cavaliers, yet their minds are 
huoved up ti} with ſtrong hopes; ſome. 
of them being lately in company of ſuch 
whom the times favour, and report: 
ing ſome comfortable news on the roy- 
aliſts fide, one of the other anſwercd, 
© Thus you cavalers jj] fool yourſelves, 
and build a:ways caſtles in the an:“ 
therenpen a ſudden reply was made. 
«« where will you have us to huid them 
« elſe, for you have izken all our lands 
« from us?” I know what you will [ay- 
when vou read this; “ A pox on theſe 
true jeſts. | 

This tale puts me in mind of another: 
there was a gentieman lately, who was 
offered by the Parliament. a parcel of 
church or crown-lands, equal to his ar- 


rears ; and aſking counk of a friend of 
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his which he ſhould take, anſwered, 
« Crown lands by all means, for if you 
% take them, you run a hazard only to 
„ be hanged ; but if you take church. 
4% land, you are ſure to he damned,” 
Whereunto the other made him a ſhrewd 
reply; ©* Sir, f will tell you a tale: There 
« wits an old uſurer not far from Lon- 
“ don, who had trained up a dog of his 
to bring his meat after him in a hand- 
baſket, ſo that in time the ſhag - dog 
was ſo well bred that his maſter uſed 
to ſend him by himſelf to Smithfield 
ſh1mbles with a baſket in his mouth, 
and a note in the bottom thereof to his 
butcher, who accordingly would put 
in what joint of meat he writ for, and 
the dog would carry it handſomely 
home. It happened one day that az 
the dog was carrying x good ſhoulder 
of mutton home to his maſter, he was 
tet upon by a company of other huge 
dogs, whe ſnatched away the baſket, 
and fell to the mutton : the other dog 
* meaſuring his own ſingle ſtrength, and 
* finding he was too weak to redeem his 
„% maſter,s mutton, ſaid within himſelf 
(as we read the like of Chryfippus's 
« dog), © Nay, fince there is no remedy, 
you ſhall be hanged betore you have 
all: I will have alſo my ſhare,” and fo 
„fell a-eating amongſt them.—T need 
„ not,” ſaid he, “ make the application 
to you, it is too obvious; therefore 
I intend to have my ſhare allo of the 
church lands.“ 


64 
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In that large lift of friends you have. | 


left hehind you here, I am one who is 
very lenſible that you have thus baniſhed 
youttelf; it is the high will of heaven 
that matters ſhould be thus. Therefore, 
Jo dIvinitus accidit humiliter, quod ab 
© ibu ν uiiter ferendum; We mult 
« manfully bear what comes from men, 
„and humbly what comes from above.“ 
The Pagan philoſopher tells us, 2/94 
« giviritus contin; it, homo « fe nulla arte 
© diſpellet ; There is no fence againſt that 
« which comes from heaven, whole de- 
« crees are irreverſible.” 

Your friends in Fleet-ſtreet are all 
well, both long coats and ſhort coats, 
and ſo is your unalterable friend to love 
and lerve you. 


Book It 
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LETTER CXIV. 
From the ſame to R. Bowyer, Eſq. 


Sir, London, gth November. 
RECEtVED yours of the 1oth current, 
where 1 made a new diſcovery, find? 
ing therein one argument of your friend - 
ſhip, which you never urged before; for 
you give me a touch of my failings in 
point of literal correſpondence with you. 
To this give me leave to anſwer, “ That 
«© he who hath glaſs windows of his own, 
« ſhould take care how he throws ſtones 
« at thoſe of his neighbours.” We have 
both of us our failings that way, witneſs 
elle yours of the Jaſt of May, to mine 
of the 1ſt of March before; but it is 
never oyer-Jate to mend: therefore J 
begin, and do penance in this white 
ſheer for what is palt ; ] hope you will 
do the like, and ſo we may abſolve one 
another without a ghoſtly father. 
The French and Spaniards are ſtill at it 
like two cocks of the game, hoth of them 
pitifully bloodied, and it is thought they 
will never leave till they peck out one 
another's eyes, They are daily ſeeking 
new alliances to fortify themſelves, and 
the quarrel is ſtill fo hot, that they would 
make a league with Luciter to deſtroy 


- one another. 


For home news, the freſheſt is, that 
whereas in former times there were com- 
plaints that churchmen were Juſtices of 
Peace, now the clean contrary way, Juſ- 


tices of the Peace are become church- ' 


men; for by a new act of that thing in 
Weitminſter, called a parliament, the 


power of giving in marriage is paſſed 
over to them, which is an eccleſiaſtical 
rite every where elſe throughout the 


world, J . 
A cavnlier coming lately to a Book- 


| ſeller's ſhop, deſired to buy this Matri- 


menial Act, with the reſt of that holy 
parliament, but he would have them all 
bound in calt's leather, bought out of 
Mr. Barbone's ſhop in Fleer-(treet. 

The ſoldiers have a great ſpleen to the 
lawyers, inſomuch, that they th eaten to 
hang up their gowns among the Scots 
colours in Weſtminſter Hall ; but their 


chieteſt aim is at the regulation cf the 


Chancery, for they would have the ſame 


' tibial to have the power of juſtice and 


equity, as the ſame apothecary's ſhop 
can afford us purges and cordials, So 


N. 349 


with my kind and cordial reſpects unto 
you, I reſt your entire and truly affec- 
uonate ſervant, LET mT 


LETTE MA cxv. 


From the ſame to Mr. T C. at bis bouſe 
| upon Tower- Hill, 
Sir, 22 5 

"ES inaugurate a good and jovial new 
year to you, I fend you a morning's 
draught, wiz. a bottle of metheglin. 
Neither Sir John Barley-corn or Bacchus 
had any thing todo with it, hut it is the 
pure juice of the bee, the laborious bee, 
and king of inſets. The Druids and 
old Britiſh bards were wont to take a ca- 
rouſe hereof before they entered into 
their ſpeculations ; and if you do fo when 
your fancy labours with any thing, it will 
do you no hurt, and I know your fancy 
to be very go6d. | ; 
But this drink always carries a kind of 
ſtate with it, for it mult be attended with 
a brown toaſt; nor will it admit but of 
one good draught, and that in the morn- 
ing ; if more, it will keep a humming in 
the head, and fo ſpeak too much of the 
houſe it comes from, I mean the hive, as 
gave a caution elſewhere : and becauſe 
the bottle might make more haſte, I have 

made it go upon theſe poetic feet : 


J. A. T C. [uutem, annum Plotonicum. 
Non witis, ſed ahis ſuccum tibi mitta bibendum, 
Quem legimus bardos olim potaſſe Britannos. 
© ualibet in bacca vitis Magera latęſcit, | 
Dralibet in gutta mellis Aglaia nitet. | 

Ihe juice of bees, not Bacchus, here be- 
Rn. 
Which Britiſh bards were wont to quaff of 

old; 

The berrics of the grape with furies ſwell, 
But in the honeycomb the graces dwell. 


This alludes to a ſaying, which the 
Turks have, That there lurks à devil 
« in every berry of the vine.” 80 J 
wiſh you as cordially as to myſelf an au- 
ſpicious and joyful new-year, . becauſe 
you know I am your truly affectionate 
ſer vitor. 5 


LETTER: CEYL 
From the ſame to T. Harris, Eſq 


Sir, Holborn, 10th January. 
J OURS of December 10, I had the 
2d of this January, and I account it 

a good augury that it came ſo ſeaſonably 
| to 
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to uſher in the new-year, and to cheer up 
my thoughts, which your letters have a 


virtue to do always whenfoever they 
come, they are ſo full of quaint and eo- 
pious quick expreſſions. When the Spa- 
niards at their firſt coalition in the Weſt- 
Indies, did begin to mingle with the 
Americans, that filly people thought that 
thoſe little white papers and letters which 


the Spaniards uſed to ſend one to another, 


were certain kind of conju;ers or fpirits 
that uſed to go up and down to tell tales, 
Among other 
examples, I remember to have read one 
cf an Indian boy ſent from a Mexico 
merchant to a Captain, with a baſket of 
figs, and a letter The boy in the way 
did eat fome of them, and the Captain, 
after he had read the letter, aſked him 
what became of the reſt? whereat the 


boy ſtood all aſtoniſhed ; and being ſent 


with another baſket a little after to the 
lame party, his maw began to yern again 
after ſome of the figs, but he firſt took 
the letter and clapt it under a greaf Rone 


| hard by, upon which he fat while he was 
eating, thinking thereby that the ſpirit 


in the letter could not diſcover him, &c. 


| Whether your letters be ſpirits or no, I 


will not diſpute, but J am ſure they be- 
get new ſpirits in me; and quod ef:cit 
tale illud ipſum et mazis tale; if I am 


jpoſſefed with melancholy they raite a, 


nit of mirth in me; if my thoughts 
are contracted with ſadneis they pre- 
ſenly dilate them into joy, &. as if 
they had ſome fubul inviſible atcms 
whereby they operate; which is now an 
old philoſophy newly furbiſhed, and 
much cried up, that all natural actions 
and motions are performed by em ſnon 
of certain atoms, w hereof there is a con- 
fant effluviam from all elementary bodies, 
and are of diveis ſhapes, ſome angular, 
others cylindrical, ſome & herical 3 which 
atoms we ſtil] hovering up and down, 


and never reſt till they meet with ſome 


pores proportionable and cognate to their 
Fgures, where they acquieſce. By the 
expiration of ſuch atoms, the dog finds 
the ſcent as he hunts, the peſtilence in- 
f &s, the loadſtone atttacts iron, the 


1\ mpathetic powder or Zaphyrian ſalt 


caicined by Apollinean heat, opeiating in 
July or Auguit, till it come to a lunary 
c:mplexion ; I tay by the virtue and in- 
tervention of ſuch atoms, it is found that 
this ſaid powder heals at à diſtance 
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without topical applications to the place 
affected. They who are of this opinion 
hojd, that all ſublunary bodies operate 


thus by atoms, as the heavenly bodies do 


by their influences. Now it is more 
viſible in the loadſtone than any other 
body; tor by help of artificial glaſſes, a 
kind of mitt hach been diicerncd to ex- 
pire out of it, as Dr. Highmore doth 
acutely, and fo much like a philoſopher, 
obſerve. For my part, I think it more 
congi uous to reaſon, and to the courſe of 
nature, that all actions and motions ſhould 
be thus performed by ſuch little atomi- 
cal bodies, than by accidents and quali- 
ties, which are but notional things, hav- 
ing only an imaginary ſubſiſtence, and 
no eſſence of themſelves at all, but as 
they inhere in ſome other. If this phi- 
loſophy be true, it were no gieat ab- 
ſurdity to think that your letters have a 
kind of atomical energy which operates 
upon my ſpirits, as I formerly told you. 

The times continue ſtill untoward and 
troubleſome; therefore now, that you 
and I carry above a hundred years upon 
our backs, and that thoſe few grains of 
ſand which remain in the brittle glaſſes 
of our lives are ſtill running out, it is 
time, my dear Jom, for us to think on 
that which of all future things is the 
mot certain, I mean our laſt removal, 
and emigration hence to another world: 
it is time to think on that little hole of 
earth which ſhall bold us at laſt, The 
time was, that you and J had all the fair 
continent of Europe before us to range 
in; we have been fince confined to an 
Wand, and now Lincoln holds you, and 
London me: we mult expect the day that 
ſi knels will confine us to our chambers, 
then to our beds, and fo to our graves, 
the dark filent grave, which will put a 
period to our pilgrimage in this world, 
And obſervable it is, what method natuse 
doth uſe in contracting our liberty thus 
by degrees, as a worthy gentleman ob— 
ſerves. 

But though this ſmall bag ful of bones 
be ſo confined, yet the nobleſt part of us 
may be ſaid to be then ſet at liberty, 
when having ſhaken off this flough of 
floh, ue mounts up to her true country, 
the country of eternity; where one mo- 
ment of joy is more than if we enjoyed 
all the pleatures of this world a million 
of years here among the elements. 


But 
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But till our threads are ſpun up, let us 
continue to enjoy ourſelves as well as we 
can; let thoſe grains I ſpoke of before 
run gently by their own motion, without 
jogging the glaſs by any perturbation oi 
mind, or muſing too much upon 
times. | 

Man's life is nimble and ſwift enough 
of itſelf, without the help of a ſpur, or 
any violent motion : therefore he ſpoke 
like a true philoſopher, who excepted 
againſt the title of a book called De flaru 

it#, for he ſhould rather have entitled 
it De Curſu Fita; for this life is ſtill upon 
the ſpeed, 


„„ 

You and I have luckily met abroad 
under many meridians ; when our courſe 
is run here, I hope we ſhall meetin a re- 
gion that is above the wheel of time: 
and it may be in the concave of ſome 
ſtar, if thoſe glorious lamps are habitable. 
Howſoever, my genius prompts me, that 
when I part hence I ſhall not down- 
wards ; for I had always ſoaring thoughts 
being but a boy, at which time I had a 
mighty defire-to be a bird, that I might 
fly towards the ſky. | | 

So my long-endeared friend, and fel- 


low-traveller, I reft yours verily and in- 
variably, 
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BOOK THE SECOND. 
MODERN LETTERS. 
„ 


MISCELLANEOUS OF EARLY DATE, | 


LETTFER I. 


Lady R:fel's Letter 


to the King (Charles 
IT.) | 


A 


(Indorjed by her; My letter to the King 
a tew days after my dear Lord's 
death). | 


May it pleaſe your Majeſty, 
FIND my huſband's enemies are not 
appeaſed with his blood, and ſtill con- 
tinue to miſiepreſent him to your Ma- 


rows to hear your Majeſty is prevailed 
upon to believe, that the paper he de- 
livered to the ſheriff at his death was 
not his own, I can truly fay, and am 
ready in the ſolemneſt manner to atteſt, 
that (during his impriſonment *®) I. often 
heard him diſcourſe of the chiefeſt mat- 
ters contained in that paper, in the ſame 


thoſe few relations that were admitted to 
him, can likewiſe aver. And ſure it is 


is a phraſe or two in it another uſes, when 
nothing is more common than to take up 
ſuch words we like or are accuſtomed to 


The words included in the parenthcſes 
are crelice ont. | 


ty. It is a great addition to my ſor- 


expreſſions he therein uſes, as ſome of 


an argument of no great force, that there, 


CDN-TINTUED. 


— — — 


in our converſation. I beg leave further 
to avow to your Majeſty that all that is 
ſet down in the paper read to your Ma- 
jeſty on Sunday night, to be ſpoken in 
my preſence, is exactly true ; as I doubt 
not but the reſt of the paper is, which 
was written at my requeſt, and the au- 
thor of it in all his converſation with my 
huſband, that I was privy to, ſhewed 
himſelf a loyal ſubject to your Majelty, a 
faithful friend to him, and a moſt tender 
and conſcientious minitter to his ſoul. [ 
do therefore humbly beg your Majeſty 
would be ſo charitable to believe, that he 
who in all his life was obſerved to act 
with the greateſt clearneſs and ſincerity, 
would not at the point of death do fo diſ- 
ingenuous and falſe a thing, as to deliver 
for his own what was not properly and 
expreſsly ſo. 
ſuch a manner, of the beft huſband in the 
world, I were capable of any conſolation, 
your Majeſty only could afford it by 
having better thought of him; which 
when I was ſo importunate to ſpeak with 
your Majeſty, I thought I had ſome rea- 


+ It contained an account of all that 
paſſed between Dr. Burnet and his Lord- 
ſhip, concerning his laſt ſpeech and Paper: 
It is cadled the Journal in the Hiſtury (f nis 
own Limes, vol. i. p. 562. 

b fo ſon 


And if after the loſs, in 


Sect. III. 


1 hope I have written nothing in this 
that will diſpleaſe your Majeſty; if I 
have, I humbly beg of you to conſider it 
as coming from a woman amazed with 
grief; and that you will pardon the 

Lander of a perſon who ſerved your 
Majeſty's father in his greateſt extre- 
mities (and your Majeſty in your greateſt 
ofts), and one that is not conſcious of 
Rin ever done any thing to offend you 
(before). I ſhall ever pray for your 
Majeſty's long life and happy reign ; who 
am with all humility, may ut pleaſe your 
Majeity, &c. 


LE T1 K 36 
From the ſame to Dr. Fitzwilliam. 


_ Woborne Abbey, zoth Sept. 1683. 
1 NEED not tell you, good Doctor, 
how little capable I have been of ſuch 

an exerciſe as this *. You will ſoon find 
how unfit I am Rill for it, ſince my yet 
diſordered thoughts can offer me no other 
than ſuch words as expreſs the deepeſt 
ſorrows, and contuſed as my yet amazed 


mind is. But ſuch men as you, and parti- 


cularly one ſo much my friend, will I know 
bear with my weakneſs and compaſſionate 
my diſtreſs, as you have already done by 
your good letter and excellent prayer. I 
endeavour to make the beſt uſe I can of 
both, but I am fo evil and unworthy a 
creature, that though I have deſnes, yet 
i have no diſpoſitions or worthineſs to- 
wards receiving comfort. You that 
knew us both, and how we lived, muſt 
allow I have juſt cauſe to bewail my loſs. 
I know it is common with others to loſe 
a friend; but to have lived with ſuch a 
one, it may be queſtioned how few can 
glory in the like happineſs, ſo conſe- 
quently lament the like loſs. Who can 
but ſhrink at ſuch a blow, till by the 
mighty aids of his Holy Spirit, we will 
let the gift of God which he hath put 
into our hearts interpoſe ? That reaſon 
which ſets a meaſwie to our ſouls in proſ- 
perity, will then ſuggeſt many things 
which we have ſeen and heard to mo- 
derate us in ſuch fad circumſtances as 


* Lord Ruſſell her huſband was executed, 
or rather murdered, July 21, 1653. 
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ſon to believe I ſhould have inclined you 


to, not from the credit of my word, but 
upon the evidence of what | had to ſay. 
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mine: but, alas! my underſtanding 
is clouded, my faith weak, ſenſe ſtrong, 
and the devil buſy to fill my thoughts 
with falſe notions, difficulties, and 
doubts, as of a future condition 
—-+ of prayer: but this I hope to make 
matter of humiliation, not ſin. Lord, 
let me underſtand the reaſon of theſe 
dark and wounding providences, that 
I fink not under the diſcouragements 
of my own thoughts: I know I have de- 
ſerved my puniſhment, and will be filent 
under it, but yet ſecretly my heart 
mourns too ſadly, I fear, and cannot be 
comforted, becauſe I have not the dear 
companion, and ſharer of all my joys and 
ſorrows. I want him to talk with, to 
walk with, to eat and ſleep with: all 
theſe things are irkſome 10 me now; the 
day unwelcome, and the night fo too; all 
company and meals I would avoid if it 
might be; yet all this is, that I enjoy not 
the world in my own way, and this ſure 
hinders my comfort; when I ſee my 
children before me, I remember the plea- 
ſure he took in them, this makes my 
heart ſhrink, Can I regret his quitting 
a leſſer good for a bigger? O! if I ad 
ſtedfaſtly believe, I could not be dejected. 
For I will not injure myſelf to fay, I offer 
my mind any inferior conſolation to ſup- 
ply this loſs. No; I moſt willingly for- 
lake this world, 'this vexatious trouble- 
ſome world, in which I have no other 
buſineſs but to rid my ſoul from fin ; ſe- 
cure by faith and a good conſcience my 
eternal intereſts ; with patience and cou- 
rage bear my eminent misfortunes z and 
ever hereafter be above the imiles and 
frowns of it: and when 1 have done the 
remnant of the work appointed me on 
earth, then joy fully wait for the heavenly 
perfection in God's good time, when by 
his infinite mercy I may be accounted 
worthy to enter into the ſame place of 
reſt and repoſe, where he is gone for 
whom only I grieve, I do t fear. 
From that contemplation muſt come my 
beſt, ſupport. Good Doctor, you will 
think, as you have reaſon, that I ſet no 
bounds, when [I let myſelf looſe to my 
complaints, but I will releaſe you, firſt 
fervently aſking the continuance of your 


prayers for your infinitely afflicted but 
very faithful ſervant, 
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LETTER III. 
Lady Ruſſell to Dr. Fitzwilliam. 


T is above a fortnight, I believe, good 

Doctor, ſince I received your comfort- 
ing letter; and it is diſpleaſing to me 
that J am now but fitting down to tell 
you fo; but it is allotted to perſons un- 
der my diſmal title, and yet more diſ- 
mal circumſtances, to have additional 


cares, from which I am ſure I am not 


exempt, but am very unfit-to diſcharge 
well or wiſely, efpecially under the op- 


preſſions I feel; however, it is my lot, 


and a part of duty remaining to m 

choiceſt friend, and thoſe pledges he has 
leſt me: that-remembrance makes me do 
my beſt, and ſo occaſions the putting by 
ſuch employments as ſuit better my pre- 
ſent temper of mind, as this I am now 
about; ſince if, in the multitude of thoſe 


' ſorrows that poſſeſs my ſoul, I find any 


1efreſhments, though, alas! ſuch as are 
but momentary, it is but caſting off ſome 
of iny crowded thoughts to compaſſionate 
friends, fuch as deny not to weep with 
thoſe that weep ; or in reading ſuch dif- 
courſes and advices as your letter ſupplies 
me with, which I hope you believe I have 
read more than once; and if I have more 
days to paſs upon this earth, I mean to 
do fo often, fince I profeſs of all thoſe 
have been offered me (in which charity 
has been moſt abounding to me), none 
have in all particulars more ſuited my 
humour. You deal with me, Sir, juſt as 
I would be dealt withal ; and it is poſſible 
I frel the more ſmart from my raging 
oriefs, becauſe I would not take them off, 
but upon fit conſiderations; as it is eaſieſt 
to our natures to have our fore and deep 
wounds gently handled ; yet, as mot 


| EO I would yield, nay deſire, to 


iave mine ſearched, that as you teli- 
giouſiy deſign by it, they may not feſter. 
It is poſſible I graſp at too much of this 
kind, for a ſpirit ſo broke by affliction; 
for I am fo jealous that time, or neceſſity, 
the ordinary abater of all violent paſſions 
(nay even employment, or company of 
Juch friends as I have left), ſhould do 
that my reaſon or religion ought to do, 
as makes me covet, the beſt advices, and 
uſe all methods to obtain ſuch a relief, as 
I can ever hope for, a filent ſubmiſſion to 
this ſevere and terrible providence, with- 
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out any ineffective unwillingneſs to bear 
what I muſt ſuffer ; and ſuch a victory 
over myſelf, that, when . once allayed, 
immoderate paſſions may not be apt to 
break out again upon freſh occaſions and 
accidents, offering to my memory that 
dear object of my deſires, which muſt 
happen every day, I may ſay every hour, 
of the longeſt life I can live; that fo, 
when I muſt return into the world, fo far 
as to act that part is incumbent upon me 
in faithfulneſs to him I owe as much as 
can be due to man, it may be with great 
ſtrength of ſpirits, and grace to hve a 
ſtricter life of holineſs to my God, who 
will not always let me cry to him in vain, 
On. him I will wait, till he have pity on 
me, humbly imploring, that by the 
mighty aids of his molt Holy Spirit, he 
will touch my heart with greater love to 
himſelf. Then I ſhall be what he would 
have me. But I am unworthy of ſuch 
a ſpirituat-bleſiing, who remain ſo un- 
thankful a creature for thoſe earthly ones 
I have enjoyed, becauſe I have them no 
longer. Vet God, who knows our frames, 
will not exped that when we are weak 
we ſhould be ftrong. This is much com- 
fort under my deep dejections, which are 
ſurely increaſed by the ſubtil malice of 
that great enemy of fouls, taking all ad- 
vantages upon my preſent weakened and 
waited fpirits, aflaulting with divers 
temptations, as when I have in any mea- 
ſure overcome one kind, I find another in 
the room, as when I am leis afflicted (as 
I before complained), then I find reflec- 
tions troubling me, as omiſſions of ſome 
ſort or other; that if either greater per- 
ſuaſions had been uſed, he had gone 
away; or ſome errors at the trial amend- 
ed, or other applications made, he might 
have been acquitted, and fo yet have 


been in the land of the living (though I 


diſcharge not theſe things as taulis upon 
myſelf, yet as aggravations to my ſor- 
rows); ſo that not being certain of our 
time being appointed, ＋ er which we 
cannot pals, my heart ſhrinks to think 
his time poſſibly was ſhortened by un- 
wiſe management. I believe I do ill to 
torment mylelf with ſuch unprofitable 
thoughts *. | 


* Remainder loſt. 
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LETTER IV. 
From the ſame to the ſame. 


Woborne Abbey, zoth April 1684. 
ELIEVE me, good Doctor, I find my- 
D (elf uneaſy at reading your ſhort let- 
ter of 8th April (which I have but newly 
receiveu), before I had anfwered yours 
of the 14th March. I have ſeveral times 
taken a pen in my hand to do it, and 
been prevented by diſpatching leſs pleaſ- 
ing diſpatches firſt, and ſo my time was 
ſpent before I came to that I intended 
before I laid away the pen. 
The future part of my life will not, I ex- 
pet, pals, as perhaps I would juſt chuſe; 
lenle has been long enough gratified, 


iadecd fo long, I know not how to 


live by faith; yet the pl-afant ſtream that 
ic it near fourteen years together, being 
gone, I bave no fort of refreſhment, but 
when I can repair to that living fountain 
fiom whence all flows; while I look not 
at ihe things which are ſeen, but at thoſe 
which are not ſcen, expecting that day 
winch will ſettle and compoſe all my tu- 
multuous thoughts in perpetual] peace and 
quiet; but am undone, irrecoverably fo, 
as to my temporal longings and concerns, 


1 ime runs on, and ulually wears off ſome 


of that ſhaipneſs of thought inſeparable 


with my circumſtances, but I cannot ex- 
prrience ſuch an effect, every week mak- 
ing me more and more ſenſible of the 
n:erable change in my condition; but 
the fame merciful] hand which has held 
me up from ſinking in the extremeſt ca- 
Jamines, will, (I verily believe) do fo ſtill, 
that | taint not to the end in this ſharp 
cuntlict, nor add fin to my grievous 
welght of forrows, by too high a diſcon— 
tent, which is all I have now to fear. 
You do, I doubt not, obſerve 1 let my 
en ron too greedily upon this ſubject; 
indced it is very hard upon me to rettrain 
* eipecrally io ſuch as pity my diſtreſs, 
aid would aſſiſt towards my relief any 
way in their power, I am glad I have 


Iv expretied myſelf to you, as to fix you 


in reſolving to continue the courſe you 
have begun with me, which is to ſet be- 
lore me plainly my duty in all kinds : it 
was my delign to engage you to it: nor 
ſhall you be leſs ſvcceſsful with me in 
yeur deſires, could there happen occaſion 
tor it, which is moſt unlikely, Dr. Fitz- 
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william underſtanding himſelf and the 


world ſo well. On neither of the points, 
I believe, I ſhall give you reafon to com- 


Plain, yet pleaſe myſelf in both, ſo far of 


one mind we ſhall be. | 

I am entertaining ſome thoughts of 
going to that now deſolate place Straton, 
tor a few days, where I mult expect new 
amazing reflections at firſt, it being a 
place where I have lived in ſweet and full 
content; conſidered the condition of 
others, and thought none deſerved my 
envy ; but I muſt paſs no more ſuch days 
on earth; however, places are indeed 
nothing. Where can I dweil that his 
figure is not preſent to me! Nor would 
I have it otherwiſe; ſo I reſo]ve that 
ſhall be no bar, if it proves requiſite for 
the better acquitting any obligation upon 
me. That which is the immediate one, is 
ſettling, and indeed giving up the truit 
my dear Lord had from my beſt filter “. 
Fain would 1 fee that performed, as I 
know he would have done it had he lived. 
If I find J can do as I defire in it, I will 
(by God's permiſſion) infallibly go; but 
indeed not to ſtay more than two or 
three weeks, my children remaining 
here, who ſnall ever have my diligent 
attendance, therefore ſhall haſten back'to 
them. | | ? 

I do not admit one thought of accept- 
ing your kind and religious offer, know- 
ing it is not proper. I take, if I do go, 
my ſiſter Margaret, and believe Lady 
Shaftſbury will meet me there, This I 
chuſe, as thinking ſome perions being 
there to whom I would ubſerve ſome 
rules, will engage me to reftrain my lelf, 
or keep in better bounds my wild and fad 
thoughts. This is all I can do for my- 
ſelf. But bleſſed by the good prayers of 
others for me; they will I hope help me 
forward towards the great end of our 
creation. I am moſt cordially, g. of 
Docter, your ever mournful, but ever 
faithful friend, to lerve you. 


T hear my Lord Gainſb»rough and my 
Lady will be ſhortly at Chilten. She is 
one I do truly reſpect: I can never re- 
gret being near hei, though my deſign is 
to converſe with none but lawyers and 
accomptants. 


» Elizabeth Wriotheſly, afterwards Noel. 


* » 
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objects of mortification. But you want 
none ſuch in your ſolitude, and I, being 
unprovided of other, will leave you to 
your own thoughts, and ever continue, 


Vo purſve; good Doctor, all ways of Sir, your obliged ſervant. 

Y ——— meta 15 my affi:ted 'My neighbours and tenants are under 
mind, and will encourage me to think the ſome diſti eſe, being queſtioned about ac- 
better of myſelf for that better temper © counts, and ſeveral leaves found torn out 
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of mind you judge you found me in,when 
you fo kindly gave me a week of your 
timein London. You are highly in the 
right, that as quick a ſenle as ſharp- 
neſs on the one hand, and tenderneſs on 
the other, can cauſe, I labour under, and 
ſhall, I believe, to the end of my life, fo 
eminently unjortunate in the cloſe of it. 
But I ſtrive to reflect how large my 
portion of good things has been, and 
though they are paſſed away, no more to 
return; yet I have a pleaſant work to do, 
dreſs up my ſoul for my defired change, 
and fit it for the converſe of angels and 
the ſpirits of juſt men made perfect. 
Amongtt whom my hope is my loved 
Lord is one; and my often repeated 


prayer to my God is, that if J have a 


reaſonable greund for that hope, it may 


ö give a4 refreſhment to niy poo! ſoul. 


Nc not preſs yourſelf, Sir, too greatly 
in ſeeking my advantage, but when your 
papers do come, I exye&t and hope they 
will prove ſuch. The accidents of every 
day te l us of what a tottering clay our 
bodies are made. Youth nor beauty, 
greatneſs nor wealth, can prop it up. It 
it could, the Lady Oſffory. had not ſo 
early left this world; the died (as an ex- 
preſs acquainted her father this morning) 
on Sunday laſt, of a flux and miicarrying, 


Ihrard alſo this day of a kin {man that is 


gone; a few years ago I ſhould have had 
a moie concerned ſenſe for Sir Thomas 


Vernon“, his unſitneſs (as I doubt) 
1 dolament indeed. 
Thus I neat you, as I am myſelf, with 


for writing ſome letters, in which he ved 
theſe expreſſions { inter alia} * The Lord 
« toward appears Ceſpicable in the eyes 04 
e men The brave Lord Ruſſel] is a-freth 


« }amented—1t is generally ſaid the Earl of 


« Eſſex was mut dered - I he plot is loſt here 
« ——}þ- nuke of Monmouth ſaid publicly, 


„tha he knew my Lord Ruſſell was as 


« Joyal a ſubject as any iu England, and that 


of the books, ſo that Kingdome and Trant 
offered 40,0001. for atonement, but hav. 
ing confeſſed two more were privy to this 
cutting out leaves, the King will have 
them diſcovered : till Monday they have 
time given them. 'You had given Lady 
Julian one of thoſe books. 


LETTER VI. 
From the ſame to the ſame. 


1 RECEIVED your letter and papers 

incloſed, and I deſire, good Doctor, 
you would receive my thanks for both, 
in particular that part concerns my im- 
mediate- wants; and for the other you 
would give me the firſt ſight of, and then 
the office of delivering it to others; which 
I did faithfully as you directed, and could 
not but receive an equal approbation. As 


you are kind in believing what thoughts 


I had entertained of you, ſo I aſſure you, 
you are but juſt in it. And I wiſh from 
my ſoul 1 may keep as ſtedfaſt to the 
truth, as I believe you intend to do; and 
as I doubt not that your ſtrength will 
tail, ſo pray mine may be as firm under all 
trials our heavenly Father may permit us 
to fall, but not ſink under I truſt, Man 
paſſeth away, but the truth of God en- 
dureth for ever. The ſaddeſt ſtate to 2 
good foul will one day end in reſt. This 
is my heſt comfort, and a greater we can- 
not have, yet the degree is raiſed, when 
we conſider we ſhall] not only reſt, but 
live in regions of unſpeakable bliſs. This 
ſhould lead us ſweetly through the daik 
paſſage of the world; and tuffer us to 


his Majeſty believed the ſame now—The 
*© prixter of the late Lord Ruſſell's ſpeech 
was paſſed over with filence—The ſham 
« prote(lant plot is quite loſt and confound- 
ed, &c.” He was committed for his fine to 
the King's Bench continued priſoner four 
or five years, and great waſte and deſtruc- 
tion made on his eſtate. Diſplay of Tyrary- 


. ſtart at nothing we either meet, or our 

* Sir Thomas Vernon, on the jury againſt tears ſuggeſt may happen to us. I am 1 

Sir Sam. Barpardiſbougkn.ghted for his ſer vice forry my ſiſter Aliagion will not diſpoſe if 
in it, and then made foreman to convict Herſelf to receive your compaſſionate viſit. i 

| Oates of perjury, Sir Sam Earnardiſton, Pray God comfort her with his Spirit if 
14th February 1683-4, was fined 10,000/ - - working 
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Set. III. 
working in her heart, that ſhe may evi- 
dence to her foul the is bettered by affi:c- 
tion. After the firſt changes following 
our great one, all is ſilent; your friends 
are the riſing men; Lord Ormond in- 
tends to be at fea by 1oth March, but 
who goes I hear not. (t is now in juſtices 
hands, the Chancellor and a Lord Gra- 
nar? . Lord Campden is gone this day 
to Hampſhire. Moſt are moving about 
elections God dire the ſpirits of all 
men in ſo difficult a time as this My 
Lord Gainſborough told me to-day he is 
beſpoke to give Lady Mary Compton in 
marriage to the Lord Dorlet, and about 
ten days hence he goes to Titchfield. 
His fon will be houſekeeper, he ſays, 
which I was ſorry to hear, but I muſt 
ſubmit to ſorrows of all degrees, with as 
much of that excellent virtue of patience 
you recommend, and with fo pious a 
zeal as I can attain, who am, Doctor, very 
fincerely your friend and fervant. | 


LETTER. VI 


From the ſame to the ſame. 


Sonthampton-houſe, 17th July 1685. 
EVER ſhall I, good Doctor, I hope, 

* forget your werk (as I mar term it) 
of labour and Jove; fo inſtruttivg and 
comfortable do I find it, that at any time, 
when I have read any of Su papers, | 
feel a heat within me to be repeating my 
thanks to you anew, which is all I cindo 
towards the diicharge of a debt vou have 
engaged me in; and though nobody loves 
more than 1 to ſtand tree from engage- 
ments I cannot anſwer, yet I do not with 
for it here, I would have it as it is, and 
although I have the jucſent advantage, 
you will have the future reward; and if I 
can truly reap what I know you delign me 
by it, a religious and quiet ſubmiſhon to 
all providences, I am aſſured you will 
eſteem to have attained it here in ſome 
meaſure, Never could you more ſea- 
ſonably have fed me with tuch diſcourſes, 
and left me with expectations of new re- 
paſts, in a more ſeatonable time, than 
thele my miſerable months, and in thoſe 
this very week in which I have lived over 
again that fatal day that determined what 
fell out a week after, and that has given 
me ſo long and ſo bitter a time of ſorrow. 
But God has a compaſs in his providences 
that is out of our reach, and as he is all 


James Butler, Duke of Ormond ; James 
Forbes, Earl of Granard, 
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good and wiſe, that conſideration ſhould 
in reaſon flacken the fierce rages of 
grief, But ſure, Doctor, it is the nature 
of ſorrow to lay hold on all things which 

ive a new ferment to it; then how could 
I chuſe but feel it in a time of ſo much 
confuſion as theſe laſt weeks have been, 
cloling fo tragically as they have done; 
and jure never any poor creature, for two 
whole years together, has had more 
awakers to quicken and revive the an- 
guiſh of its ſoul than 1 have had; yet 1 
hope I do moſt truly deſire that nothing 
may be lo bitter to me, as to think that 1 
have in the leaſt offended thee, O my 

God, and that nothing may he ſo mar- 
veilous in my eyes as the exceeding love 


of my Lord Jefus ; that heaven being my 


aim, and the longing expectations of my 
ſoul, I may go through honour and diſ- 
honour, good report and bad report, proſ- 
perity and adverſity, with ſome evenneſs 
of mind. The inſpiring me with theſe 
defires is, I hope, a token of his never- 


failing love towards me, though an un- 


thankful creature for all the good things 
I have enjoyed, and do ſtill in the lives 
of hopeful children by ſo beloved a huſ- 
band. God has reſtored me my little 
gir!, the ſurgeon ſays ſhe will do well. I 
ſhould now naſten to give them the ad- 
vantage of the country air, but am de- 
tamed by the warning to ſee my uncle 
Ruvigny here, who comes to me, o 1 
know not how to quit my houſe till 1 
have received him, at leaſt into it; he is 
upon his purney. | 

My Lady Gainſborough came to this 
town laſt night, and I doubt found neither 
her own daughter nor Lady Jane in a 
good condition of health. I had carried 
a ſurgeon on the day before to let my 
niece blood, by Dr. Loure's direction, 
who could not attend by reaſon my Lord 
Racnor lay in extremity, and he was laſt 
night paſt hopes. My niece's complaint 
is a neglected cold, and he fears her to be 
ſomething hectic, but I hope youth will 
{| uggle and overcome; they are children 


whoſe leaſt concerns touch me to the 


quick; their mother was a delicious friend; 
ſure nobody has enjoyed more pleaſure in 
the converſations and tender kindnefſcs 
of a huſband and a fitter than myſelf, 
yet how apt am I to be fretful that I 
muſt not {till do fo! but I muſt follow 
that which ſeems to be the will of God, 
how unacceptable ſoever it may be to me. 

| I muſt 
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ELEGANT 
F muſt ſtop, for if I let my pen run on I 


know not where it will end, I am, good 
Doctor, with great faithfulneſs, your af- 
fectionate friend to ſerve you. 


LES II. 
Lady Ruſſell to Dr. Fitzavilham. 


Woborne Abbey, 11th Ot.1685, 

TOW 1 know here to find you, good 
Doctor (which I do by yeur letter 
written at my couſin Spenſer's), you muſt 
be {ure to hear flom her who is ſtill not 
afhmed to be on the receiving hand 
with you, God has given you the ahi— 
Ines and opportunity for it, and not to 
me; and what am I that I ſhovid fay, 
Why 1s it not otherwiſe ? No, I do not, 
nor do I grudge or envy you the pious 


and ingenious pleaſure you have in it; 


my part in this world is of another na- 
ture, and I thank you, Sir, (but God 
muſt give you the recompente), you in— 
ſtruct me admirably how to overcome, 
that | may once make application of that 
text Rev. iii. 12. and rait {uch hopes as, 
cannot miſcarry. The great thing is 10 
acquieice with all one's heat tothe good 
pleature of God, who will prove us by 
the ways and ditpenſations he ſees bett, 


and when he will break vs to pieces we 


muſt be brc ken, Who can tell his works 
fi om the beginning to the end? But who 
can praiſe his marcics me than wietched 
I, that he has not cut me oft i anger, 
who have taken his chsdiſements 10 hea- 
Viiy, not weighing his mercies in the 


midſt of judgments! The ftroke was of 


the fherceſt ſure; but had J not then a 
realunable ground to hope, that whit I 


loved as J did my own ſoul, was rained. 


from a prifon toathrone? Was I not en- 


abled to ſhut up my own ſorrows, that I 


mcieaſed not his ſuffermgs by tceing 
mine? How were my hyking {pints ſop— 
ported by the ear;y compaſhons of excel- 
lent and wite chinitians, without ceaſing 
adinonillüng me of my duty, inſtructing, 
reproving, comforting me! You know, 
Doctor, I was not dettitutez and I mult 
acknowledge that many others like your- 
elf, with devont zeal and great charity, 
contributed to the gathering together my 
ſc tered ſpirits, and then ſubjecting them 
by reaſon to ſuch a ſubmiſſion as I could 
obtain. under fo aſtoniſhing a calamity : 
and ſurther he has ſpared me hitherto the 
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children of ſo excellent a friend, giving 


them hopeful underſtandings, and yet very 


tractable and fweet diſpoſitions; ſpared 


my life in uſefulneſs I truſt ro them; and 


being Jam to linger in a world I can no 
more delight in, has given me a freedom 
from bodily pain to a degree I almoſt 
never knew, not ſo much as a ſtrong fit 
of the head-ach have I felt fince that 
miſerable time, who uted to be tormented 
with it very fhequently, This calls for 
praiſes my dead heart is not exerciſed in, 
but I hope this is my infirmity; I bewall 
it. He that took our nature and felt 
our infirmities, knows the weakneis of 
my perſon, and the marpneis of my ſor- 
rows. i 

I ſhould not forget to mention, Sir, I 
did receive your papers and a letter I ne- 
ver had the opportunity to tel] you of, 
dated 13th Auguſt; and another letter 
after that, where you write of your being 
in London within a fortnight ; ſo that 
time flipping I know not where to find 
von, nor how 1 came to let time do fo, 

| know not if you have heard ſome un- 
wiſhed for accidents in my family have 
hurried me into new diforders. A young 
lady my uncie Ruvigny brought with him 
falling ill of the ſmall pox, I fiſt removed 
my children to Bedtord-houte, then fol- 
lowed myſelt for the quieting of my 
good uncle's nd, who would have it fo; 
from thence I brought my little tribe 
down to Woborne, and when I heard 


how fatal the end was of the young 


lady's' diſtemper, I returned myfelt to 
Bedford houſe, to take my laſt leave (for 


ſo I take it to be) of as kind a relation, 


and as zealons tender a friend as ever 
auy body had. To my uncle and aunt 
their nicce was an inexpreſſible Joſs, but 
to herielf death was the contrary : ſhe 
died (as moit do) as ſhe lived, a pattern 
to all who knew her. As her body grew 
weak, her faith and hope grew ftrong, 
comforting her comforters, and edifying 
all about her, ever magnifying the good- 
nefs of God, that ſhe died in a country 
where ſhe could in peace give up her 
jou} to him that made it. What a glo- 
rious thing, Doctor, it is to hve and die 
as ſure as the did! 1 heard my uncle and 


- aunt ſay, that in ſeven years ſhe had been 


with them, they never could tax her with 
a failure in her piety or worldly prudence, 
yet ſhe had been roughly attacked, as 
the French Gazettes will tell you, af a 

Toes ave 
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have leifure to look over them now they 
are ſo many; however, L keep them to- 
gether, and ſo fend them to you, who 
ſhall ever be gratified in what you atk 
from me, as a recompenſe of all your la- 
bours, it is a poor one indeed, the weak 
unworthy prayers of your very much 
obliged ſervant. 


Von ſay I may direct as I will about 
thoſe papers now in my cuſtody ; I freely 
give my judgment, it is great pity they 
ſhould be hid like a candle under a 
buſhel ; as they are pioufly deſigned, they 
will carry the more effectual bleſſing with 
them into the hearts of ſuch in whole 
hands they fail, and as I believe it is an 
excellent diſcourſe, why ſhould it not 
ſerve to excellent purpoles ? I could lay 
more of my opinion concerning them, 
but truly methinks it is taking too much 
upon me; my modelty interpoſes. 


E 


From the ſame to the ſame. 


Woborne Abbey, 27th Nov. 1685. 
AS yuu profeſs, good Doctor, to take 
+> pleaſure in your writings to me, from 
the teſt: muny of a conſcience to forward 
my ſpiritual welfare, ſo do I to receive 
them as one to me of your friendſhip in 
both worldly and ſpiritual concernments : 
doing fo, I need not walte my time nor 
yours to tell you they are vey valuable 
tome. That you are fo contented to 
read mine I make the juſt allowance for: 
not for the worthineſs of them, ] know it 
carnot be, but however it enables me to 
keep vp an advantageous converiation 
without tcruple of being too troubleſome. 
You lay ſome things ſometimes, by which 
I thould think you ſeaſoned or rather 
tamed with being ſo much where com- 
pliment or praifing is beſt learned; but I 
conclude, that often what one heartily 
wiſhes to be in a friend, one is apt w be- 
lieve is ſo. The effect is not nought to- 
wards me, whom it animates to have a 
true not falſe title to the leaſt virtue you 
are dipoſed to attribute to me. Vet lam 
far from ſuch a vigour of mind as ſur- 
mounts the ſecret diſcontent fo hard a 
deltiry as mine has fixed in my breaſt 
but there are times the mind can hardly 
fre] diſpleaſure, as while ſuch friendly 
converlation entertaincth it; then a 
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grateful ſenſe moves one to expreſs the 
courtely. 

If I could contemplate the conducts of 
providence with the uſes you do, it would 
give eaſe indeed, and no diſaſtrous events 
ſhould much affect us. Ihe new ſcenes 
of each day make me often conclude my- 
ſelf very void of temper and reaſon, that 
1 #1! ſhed tears of forrow and not of joys 
that fo good a man is landed ſafe on the 
happy ſhore of a bleſſed eternity; doubtleſs 
he 1s at reſt, though I find none without 
him, ſo true a partner he was in all my 
joys and griefs ; Itruſt the Almighty will 
pals by this my infirmity ; I ſpeak it in 
reſpect to the world, from whoſe inticing 
delights I can now be better weaned, I 
was too rich in poſſeſſions whilſt ] poſſeſſed 
him; all relith now is gone, I bleſs Ged 
for it, and pray, and alk of all good peo- 
ple (do it for me from luch you know are 
10), alſo to pray that I may more and 
more turn the ſtream of my affections up- 
wards, and ſet my heart upon the ever- 
ſatisfying perfections of God; not ſtart- 
ing at his darkeſt providences, but re- 
membering continually either his glory, 
juſtice, or power, is advanced by every 
one ot them, and that mercy is over all 
his wol ks, as we ſhall one day with ra- 
viſhing delight ſee: in the mean time [ 
endeavour to ſuppreſs all wild imagina- 
tions a melancholy tancy is apt to let in; 
and fay with the man in the Golpel, © I 
„believe, help thou my unbelief.“ 

If any thing I ſay ſuggeſt to you mat- 
ter for a pious reflection, I have not kurt 
you but cate myſelt, by letting looſe ſome 
of my crowded thoughts. I mult noc 
fimſn without telling you, I have not the 
book you mention of Seraphical Medita- 
tions of the Biſhop «f Bath and Wells “, 
and ſhouid withngly fee one here, fince 
you deſign the preſent. I have ſent you 
the laſt ſheet of your papers, as the ſureſt 
courſe 3 you can return it with the book. 
You would, Sir, have been welcome to 
Lord Bedford, who expreſſes himielf 
hugely obliged to the Biſhop of Ely + 
your friend; to whom you juitly give the 
title of good, if the character he has very 
generally belongs to him. And who is 
good is happy; for he is only truly 

miſerabie 


Kenn Biſhop of Bath and Wells, of an 
aſcctic courie of life, and yet of a very 
lively temper, , 

+ Turner Biſhop of Ely, fircere and good 
natured, of too quick imaginatiun, and too 
defective a judgment. Purnet, 
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miterable or wreichedly ſo, that has no 
joy here, nor hopes for any hereafter. I 

lieve it may be near Chriſtmas before 
my Lord Bedford removes for the winter, 


| but I have not yet diſcourſed him about 


it, nor how long he defires our company; 


| fo whether I will come before him, or 


make one company, I know not; he ſhall 
pleaſe himſelf, for I have no will in thete 
matters, nor can like one thing or way 


better than another, if the uſe and con- 


venieneies be alike to the young crea- 
tures, whoſe ſervice is ali the buſineſs I 
have in this world; and for their good I 
intend all diligence in the power cf, Sir, 
your obliged friend to ſerve you. 


I am mightily in arrear; pray let me 


| know what, and if I ſhall direct the pay- 


ing it, or ſtay till I ſee you. 


LEST EIER}; X. 


Dr. Tillotſon to Lady Ruſſell. 
[From Birch's Life of Tillotſon.] 


| Canterbury, Nov. 21ſt, 1685. 
Honoured Madam, 


WHEs I look. back upon the date of 


your Ladyſhip's letter, I bluſh to ſee 
it hath lain by me ſo long unanſwered, 
And yet I aſſure you no day paſſeth, in 
which your Ladyſhip and your children 
ae not in my mind. But I know not 
how in the hurry I am in in London, 


one buſineſs preſſeth ſo hard upon an- 
other, that I have leſs time for the things 


to which I have molt inclination. I am 
now for a while got out of the torment 


and noiſe of that great city, and do en- 


joy a little more repoſe. - 


It was a great trouble to me to hear of 


the ſad loſs your dear friend ſuſtained 
during his ſhort ſtay in England“. But 
in ſome circumſtances, to die is to live. 
And that voice from heaven runs much 
in my mind, which St. John heard in his 


viſion of the laſt-(as I think) and moſt 


extieme perſecution, which ſhould befal 
the faithtul ſervants of God, before the 


final downfal of Babylon, * Bleſſed are 


„the dead that die in the Lord from 
« henceforth;*” meaning, that they were 


happy, who were taken away before that 


* 'The death of her couſin, niece of 
Moxf Ruviguy, mentioned in the letter of 


1th October, to Dr. Fitzwilliam. 


EPISTLES. Boon ll. 
terrible and utmoſt trial of the faith and 
patience of the ſaints. But however that 
be, I do greatly rejoice in the preſerva- 
tion of your children trom the great 
danger they were in upon that occaſion, 


and thank God heartily for it, becauſe, 


whatever becomes of us, I hope they may 
live to ſee better things. | 

Juſt now came the news of the pro- 
rogation of the parliament to the 1oth of 
February, which was ſurpriſing to us, 
We are not without hopes, that in the 
mean time things will be diſpoſed to a 
better agreement againſt the next meet- 
ing. But when all is done, our greateſt 
comfort muſt be, that we are all in the 
hands of God, and that he hath the care 
of us. And do not think, Madam, that 
he loves you the leſs for having put ſo 
bitter a cup into your hand. He, whom 
he loved infinitely beſt of all mankind, 
drank much deeper of it. | 

I did hope to have waited upon my 
Lord of Bedford at my return to Lon- 
don ; but now I doubt this prorogation 
will carry him into the country before 
that time. I intreat you to. preſent my 
moſt humble ſervice to his Lordſhip, to 
dear little maſter and the young ladies. 


I. am not worthy the confileration you 


are pleated to have of me: but I pray 
continually for you all, and ever ſhall be, 
Madam, your Ladyſhip's moſt faithful 
and humble ſervant, 


LET TSX: 
Lady Ruſſell to Dr. Fitzwilliam, 


15th January 1685-6. 
PRESUME, Doctor, you are now ſo 
ſettled in your retirement (tor ſuch it 
is in compariſon of that you can obtain 
at London) that you are at leiſure to pe- 
ruſe the incloſed papers; hereafter I will 
ſend them once a week, or oftener if you 
dere it. | | . 
Yeſterday the Lord Delamare paſſed 
his trial and was acquitted . I do blels 
God that he has cauſed ſome ſtop to the 
effuſion of blood bas been ſhed of late 


In 


Henry Booth, Lord Delamare, tried for 
partaking in Monmouth's rebellion, Finch, 


Sulicitor General, was very violent againlt 


him, but Saxon, the only poſitive evidence, 
appearing perjured, he was acquitted by 
his Peers. He afterwards ſtrenuouſly pro- 
moted the Revolution; in 1690 was creat» 


ed Earl of Warrington; and died 1693- 


Se. HI. 


in this poor land. But, Doctor, as diſ- 
eaſed bodies turn the beſt nouriſhments, 
and even cordials, into the ſame ſour 
humour that conſumes and eats them up, 
juſt ſo do I. When I ſhould rejoice with 
them that do rejoice, I ſeek a corner to 
weep in: I find I am capable of no more 
gladneſs; but every new circumſtance, 
the very comparing my night of ſorrow 
after ſuch a day, with theirs of joy, does, 
from a reflection of one kind or other, 
rack my uneaſy mind. Though I am 
far from wiſhing the cloſe of theirs like 
mine, yet I cannot refrain giving ſome 
time to lament mine was not like theirs ; 
but I certainly took too much delight in 
my lot, and would too willingly have 
built my tabernacle here ; for which I 
hope my puniſhment will end with life, 
The accounts from France are more 
and more aſtoniſhing ; the perfecting the 
work is vigorouſly purſued, and by this 
time completed it is thought; all, with- 
out exception, having a Jay given them; 
only theſe Lam going to mention have 
found ſo much grace as I will tell you. 


«1 The Counteſs de Roy * is permitted 


with two daughters to go within fourteen 
days to her huſband, who is in Denmark, 
in that King's ſervice ; but five other of 
her children are put into monaſteries. 
Mareſchal Schomberg + and his wife are 
commanded to be priſoners in their houſe, 
in Tome remote part of France appointed 
them, My uncle and his wife are per- 
mitted to come out of France. This I 


* Counteſs du Roy, wife of Frederic 
Charles du Roy, Knight of the Elephant, and, 
Generaliffimo to the King of Denmark; his 
daughter Henrietta, was the ſecond wife of 
William Wentworth, Earl of Strafford. 

+ Frederic de Schomberg, Marſhal of 
France, was created by King William, Duke 
Schomberg, &c. 1689; killed at the battle of 
the Boyne, iſt July 1690. | 
Count Schomberg, by Lord Dudley's daugh- 
ter. The Count was killed, with ſeveral ſons, 
at the battle of Prague,1620. The Duke was 
a man of great calmneſs, application, and con- 
«uct; of true judgment, exact probity, and an 
humble, obliging temper, The perſecution of 
tne Proteſtants induced him to leave France 
and enter into King William's ſervice. He 


Was 82 years old at his death.—Rapin., His 


death, ſays Ralph, was 


indeed an irreparable 
lofs. 


The hiſtorian ſays, we cannot do too 
much honour to his memory, which will 
make a conliderable figure in hiſtory whilſt 
the world laits. His ſon Charles was mortal- 


ly wounded at the battle of Marſi-li | 
3 e arſiglia, 24th 
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He was fon of. 
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was told for a truth laſt night, but I 
hope it needs a confirmation. 

It is enough to fink the ſtrongeſt heart 
to read the relations are ſent over. How 
the children are torn from their mothers, 
and ſent into monaſteries ; their mothers 
to another; the huſband to priſon, or 
the gallies. Theſe are amazing provi- 
dences, Doctor! God out of his infinite 
mercy ſtrengthen weak believers. I am 
too melancholy an intelligencer to be * 
long, ſo will haſten to. conclude, fir 
telling you Lord Talbot ſ is come out of 
Ireland, and brought huſbands for his 
daughters-in-law ; one was married on 
Tueſday to a Lord Roſſe, the other Lord 
is Dungan; Waldgrave, that married the 
King's daughter, is made a Lord $. The 
brief for the poor Proteſtants ,was not 
ſealed on Wedneſday, as was hoped it 
would be; the Chancellor bid it be laid 
by, when it was offered him to ſeal. I 
am very really, Doctor, your affectionate 
friend and ſervant. - 


LETTER It 
From the ſame to the ſame. 


22d January 1685-6. 


I HAVE received and read your letters, 
ood Doctor. As you never fail of 
performing a juſt part to your friend, ſo 
it were pity you ſhould not conſider 
enough to act the ſame to yourſeif. I 
think you do; and all you ſay that con- 
cerns your private affairs, is juſtly and 
wiſely weighed ; fo I let that reſt. I ac- 
knowledge the ſame of the diſſinqt paper 
which touches more nearly my fore ; per- 
haps I ought to do it with ſome ſhame 
and — of face ; and perhaps I do 
fo, Doctor, but my weaknets is invin- 
cible, which makes me, as you phraſe it, 
excellently poſſeſs paſt calamities: but 
he who took upon him our nature, felt 
our infirmities, and does pity us; and I 
ſhall receive of his fulneſs at the end of 
days, which I will filently wait for. 

If you have heard of the diſmal acci- 
dent in this neighbourhood, you will eaſily 
believe Tueſday night was not a quiet 
one with us. About one o'clock in the 

A aa night 

Lord Richard Talbot, afterwards Earl 
of Tyrconnel ; a Papiſt 

$ Henry, Lord Waldgrave, of Chewton, 
married the. Lady Henrietta Fitz-James, 
natural daughter to King James II. by 
Arabella Churchill, ſiſter to John Duke of 


Marlborough ; he retired to France in 1687, 
and died at Paris the ſame year, y 
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night I heard a great noiſe in the ſquare, 
ſo little ordinary, I called up a ſervant, 
and ſent her down to learn the occaſion. 
She brought up a very ſad one, that Mon- 
tague houſe was on fire; and it was fo 
indeed; it burnt with ſo great violence, 
the whole houſe was conſumed by five 
o'clock. The wind blew ſtrong this way, 
ſo that we lay under fire a great part of 
the time, the ſparks and flames conti- 


nually covering the houſe, and filling the 


court. My boy awaked, and-fa1d he was 
almoſt ſtifled with ſmoke, but being told 
the reaſon, would ſee it, and fo was ſatiſ- 
fied without fear; took a ſtrange bed- 
fellow very willingly, Lady Devonſhire's 
youngeſt boy, whom his nurſe had brought 
wrapt in a blanket; Lady Devonſhire “ 
came towards morning and lay here; 
and had done fo ſtill, but for a ſecond ill 
accident. Hei brother, Lord Arran, who 
has been ill of a fever twelve days, was 
deſpaired of yeſterday morning, and fpots 
appeared, fo ſhe reſolved to fee him, and 
not to return hither, but to Somerſet- 
houſe, where the Queen offered her lodg- 
ings, He 1s ſaid to be dead, and I hear 
this morning it is a great blow to the fa- 
mily ; and that he was a moſt dutiful fon 
and kind friend to all his family. 

Thus we fee what a day brings forth! 
and how momentary the things we itt 
our hearts upon! O] could heartily cry 
out, „When will longed- for eternity 
© come!” but our duty is to pef:fs our 
ſouls with patience. 

I am unwilling to ſhake off all hopes 
about the brief, though I know them 
that went to the Chancellor f ſince the 
refuſal to ſeal it, and his aniwer does 
not encourage one's hopes“ But he is not 
a lover of ſmooth language, fo in that 
reſpect we may not fo ſoon deſpair Q, 

* Mary, Gaughter to James Butler, Dube 
of Ormond ; married to William Cavendiſh, 
Earl, afterwards Duke of Devonihire. 

+ Re died January 26th, 1685-6. 

George, Lord Jefferies, Baron of Wem, 
very invcterate agatuſt Lord Ruſſoll: he was, 
ſays Burnet, ſcancaloully vicious, drunk every 
day, and furioully pattionate, and, when Lord 
(lief Juſtice, he even betrayed the decencies 
of his poſt, by not affecting to avpcar impar- 
tial, as became a judge, and by running up- 
on all occaſions into noiſy declamations. He 
died in the Lower, April 18th, 168g. 

S Dr.afterwards Biſhop Beveridge, objec- 
ted to the reading the brief in the cathedral 
of Canterbury, as contrary to the rubric. 
Tillotſon replied, © Doctor, Doctor, Cha- 
© rity is above rubrics,” Birch, 
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Book II. 


I fancy I ſaw the young man you men- 
tioned to be about my ſun. - One brought 
me fix prayer · books as from you; alſo 
diſtributed three or four in the houſe, [1 
ſent for him, and aſked him if there was 
no miſtake? He ſaid, No. And after 
ſome other queſtions I concluded him the 
ſame perſon. DoQor, I do aſſure you l 
put an entire truit in your ſincerity to ad- 
viſe: but, as I told you, I ſhall ever take 
Lord Bedford along in all the concerns 
of the child, He thinks it early yet to 
put him to learn in earncit ; ſo do you l 
believe. My Lord is afraid, if we take 
one fur it, he will put him to it; yet [ 
think perhaps to overcome, my Lord in 
that, and aſſure him he ſhall not be 
preſſed. But J ain much adeiſed, and 
indeed inclined, if I could be fitted to 
my mind, to take a Frenchman, ſo!ũ 
ſhall do a charity, and profit the child 
alſo, who ſhould learn French. Here RX 
are many ſcholars come over, as are of 
all kinds, God knows. ES... 

I have ſtill a charge with me, Lad 
Devonſhire's daughter, who is juſt come 
into my chamber; ſo muſt break off I 
am, Sir, truly, your faithful ſeryant. 

The young Lady tells me Lord Arran 
is not dead, but rather better; 


LETTER Xl. 9 


Lady Ruſſel to —— — = 5 
My Lord, July 1689, 


+4 
_ 4 RES 


OR my part I think the man a very 
indifferent reaſoner, that to do well, 
he muſt take with indifference whatever 
happens to him. It is very fine to ſay, 
«© Why ſhould we complain that is taken 
© hack which was but lent us, and lent us 


but for a time, we know;“ and fo on. 


They are the reccipts of philoſophers 1 
have no reverence for, as I have not for 
any thing which is unnatural. It is in- 
ſincere, and I dare ſay they did diſſemble, 
and felt what they would not own. [| 
know I cannot diſpute with Almighty 
power; but yet if my delight is gone, [ 
muſt needs be forry it is taken away, 
according to the meaſure it made me glad. 
The Chrittian religion only, believe 
me, my Lord, has a power to make the 
ſpirit eaſy under great calamity; nothing 
lets than the hope of being again made 
happy can ſatisfy the mind; I am ſure I 
owe more to it, than I could have done 
to the world, if all the glories of it had 
been offered me, or to be diſpoſed of by 
me. 


Sect. III. 


me. And I do ſincerely defire your 
Lordſhip may experiencethe truth of my 
opinion. You know better than moſt, 
from the ſhare you have had of the one, 
what they do afford ; and I hope you 
will prove what tranquillity the other 
gives, If I had a better wiſh to make, 


your Lordſhip's conſtant expreſſions of 


eſteem for me, and willingneſs as I hope 
to have had me leſs miſerable than I am, 
if you had found your power equal to 
your will, engages me to make it; and 
that alone would have bound me, though 
my own unworthineſs and 1]]-fortune had 
let you have forgot me for ever after my 
ſad lot. But ſince you would not do ſo, 
it mult deſerve a particular acknowledg- 
ment for ever, from your Lordſhip's, &c. 


ETF ER XV. 
Dean Tillotſon to Lady Ruſſell, 


Honoured Madam, 
JRECELVED both your letters, and he- 

fore the latter came to my hands, I 
gave your Ladyſhip ſome kind of anſwer 
o the firſt, as the time would let me, for 
the pott &21d for it. But having now a lit- 
tle more leiture, you will, I hope, give me 
j-ave to trouble you with a longer letter. 


I was not at Hampton Court laſt Sun-, 


dav, being almoſt tired out with ten weeks 
attendance, fo that J have had no oppor- 
tunity to try further in the buſineſs I 
wrote of in my laſt, but hope to bring it 
to {ome iſſue the next opportunity I can 
get to fpeak with th- King. I am ſorry 
to ſce in Mr. Johnton * fo broad a mix- 


* In a paper to juſtify Lord Ruſſell's opi- 
won, hat reſiſtance may be uſed in caſe 
our gehigion and rie hts ſhould be invaded,” 
as mn anſwer to the Dean's letter to his Lord- 
Wap of 20th of July 1683, Jonnion obſerves 
that this opinion could not be wreited from 
% Lordinip at his death, notwithſtanding 
e diladvantzges at which he was taken, 
n he was practiſed upon to retract that 
cpinon,and to bequeath a legacy of ſlavery 
to his country: and indeed the Dean was fo 
«pprehoniive of Lacy Ruflcll's diſpleaſure at 
1's pricing bis Lordſhip, though with the 
beit intentions, upon that lubjed, that when 
he was firſt acinitted to her after her Lord's 
Gath, he is ſaid to have addreſicd her in this 
manner,“ That he firſt thanked God, and 


«hen her Ladyſhip, for that opportunity of 


' juſliſyivg him If to her, and they ſoon 
reurned to theterms of a coral and unre- 
Herve friendſhip. Birch. Mr. Johnſon 
rote Julian the apoſtate to prove the lega- 
ty ot rehiſtance, and an addreſs. to King 
James Lid's army; he was fined, impriſoned, 
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ture of human frailty, with ſo conſider- 


able virtues. But when I look into my- 
ſelf, I muſt think it pretty well, when 


any man's infirmities are in any meaſure 


overbalanced by his better qualities. This 
good man I am ſpeaking of has. at ſome 
times not uſed me over well; for which 
I do not only forgive him when I con- 
ſider for whoſe ſake he did it, but do 
heartily love him. 

The King, beſides his firſt hounty to 
Mr. Walker f, whoſe modeſty is equal 


to his merit,. hath made him Biſhop of 
Londondertiy, one of the beſt Biſhoprics 


in Ireland; that fo he may receive the 


reward of that great ſervice in the place 


where he did it. It is incredible how 
much every body is pleaſe} with what the 
King hath. done in this matter, and it is 
no ſmall joy to me to ſee that God di- 
reds him to do fo wiſely, 

I will now give your Ladyſhip a ſhort 
account of his majeſty's diſpoſal of our 
Engliſh church preferments, which I 
think he has done as well as could be ex- 
pected, in the midſt of the powerful im- 
portunities of ſo many great men, in 
whom I diſcein too much of court art 

Aaasz and 


pilloried, and whipt, after being degraded. 
he Revolution reſtored him to his liberty; 
the judgment againſt him in 1686 was de- 
clared illegal and cruel, and his degradation 
null; and the Houſe of Lords recommended 
him to King William. He died 1703. Birch. 
He refuſed the rich Deanery of Ducham. 

+ Vir. Geo. Walker, juſtly famous for his 
defence of Londonderry in Ireland (when 
Lunde the governor would have ſurrendered 
it to King James the IId), was born of Eng 
lift, parents in the county of Tyrone in that 
kingdom, and educated in the univerſity of 
Glaſgow in Scotland; he was afterwards 
ector of Vonoghmore, not many miles from 
the city of Londor:derry. Upon the Revolu- 
tion he raiſed a regimeut for the defence of 
the Proteſtants; and upon intelligence of 
King James having a delign to befiege Lon- 
dConverry, retired thither, bring at laſt cho- 
{cu governor of it. After the raiſing of that 
ſiege, he came to England, where he was 
moſt graciouſly reccived by their Majeſties; 
and on the igth of November 1689, receiv- 
ed the thanks of the Houſe of Commons, 
having juſt before publiſhed an account of 
that ſiege, and had a preſent of gooel. He was 
created D P. by the Univerſity of Oxford on 
the 20th of February 1599-90 in his return 
to- Ireland, where he was killed the begin- 
ning of July 1690, at the paſſage of the Boyne, 
having reſolved to ſer ve that campaign before 
he took poſſeſſion of his bilhopric, Birch, 
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and contrivance for the preferment of 
their friends; yea, even in my good 
Lord Nottingham, more than I could 
wiſh. This is a melancholy conſidera- 


tion to one in my ſtation, in which I do 


not ſee how it is poffible ſo to manage a 
man's ſelf between civility and ſincerity, 
between being willing to give good words 
to all, and able to do good to very few, 
as to hold out an honeſt man, or even the 
reputation of being ſo, a year to an end. 

1 promited a ſhort account, but I am 
long before I come to it. The Dean of 
St. Paul's “, the Biſhop of Worceſter ; 
the Dean of Peterborough t, of Chi- 
cheſter. An humble ſervant of yours, 


Dean of St. Paul's. The Dean of Nor- 


wich f is Dean of Canterbury; and Dr. 
Stanley, clerk of his Majeſty s cloſet, is 
Reſidentiary of St. Paul's; and Dr. Fair- 
fix, Dean of Norwich. The Warden of 
All Souls & in Oxford, is Prebendary of 


Canterbury: and Mr. Nixon hath the 


other Prebend there, void by the death 
of Dr. Jeffreys. Theſe two laſt merited 


of the King in the Weſt, Mr. Finch by 


going in early to him, and Mr. Nixon; 


. who is my Lord of Bath's Chaplain, by 


cairying meſſages between the King and 


my Loid of Bath, as the King himſeit 


told me, with the hazard of his life. St. 
Andrew's and Covent Garden are not yet 
diſpoſed. Dr. Birch (which 1 had al- 
moſt forgot) is Prebendary of Weit- 
mister; and which grieves me much, 
Nionſ. Allix put by at preſent 3 but my 
Lord Privy Seal || would not be denied. 


The whole is as well as could eaſdy be in 
tine prelent circumſtances. | 
But now begins my trouble. After l 


had kifled the King's hand for the Deanery 
of St Paul's, I gave his Majeſty my moſt 


humble thanks, and told him, that now 


he had ſet me at eaſe for the remainder of 
my life. He replied, “ no ſuch matter, 
„ aſſure you ;** and ſpoke plainly about 
a great place, which I dread to think 
of, and ſaid, „It was neceflary for his 
e ſervice, and he mult charge it upon my 
« conſcience.” Juſt as he had ſaid this, 


| he was called to ſupper, and I had only 


time to ſay, that when his Majeſty was 
at leiſure, I did believe I could latisfy 
him that it would be moſt far his ſervice, 
that I ſhould continue in the ſtation in 


Dr. Stillingfleet. Dr. Si. Patrick. 

Dr. John Sbarp. $ Leopard Wm. 
Finch, fifth ſon of Heneage, Earl of Win- 
chelica. Buch, | Marquis of Halifax, 


which he had now placed me. This hath 
brought me into a real difficulty. For 


on the one hand it is hard to decline his | 


Majeſty's commands, and much harder 
yet to ſtand out againſt ſo much good- 
neſs as his Majeſty is pleaſed to uſe to- 
wards me. On the other, I can neither 
bring my inclination nor my judg mentſto 
it, This I owe to the Biſhop of Saliſ- 
bury, one of the worſt and beſt friends I 
know : beſt for his fingular good opi- 
nion of me: and the worſt, for directing 
the King to this method, which I know 
he did: as if his Lordſhip and I had 
concerted the matter how to finiſh this 
fooliſh 8 diſſimulation, in running 
away from a Biſhopric C to catch an 
Archbiſhopric. This fine device hath 
thrown me ſo far into the briars, that, 
without his Majeſty's great goodneſs, I 
ſhall never get off without a ſcratched 
face, And now I will tell your Lady- 
ſhip the bottom of my heart. I have of 
a long time, I thank God for it, devoted 
myſelf to the public ſervice without any 
regard for myſelf ; and to that end have 
done the beſt I could in the beſt manner 
I was able. Of late God hath been 
pleaſed by very ſevere ways ““, but in 
great goodneſs to me, to wean me per- 
tectly from the love of this world; ſo 
that worldly greatneſs is now not only 
undeſirable but diſtaſteful to me. And 
J do verily believe, that I ſhall be able to 

2 do 
- © Tilloifon wrote before to a nobleman 
(ſuppoſed the Earl of Portland) begging 
he might be excuſed-from accepting a Bi- 


ſnoprie Birch remarks, inſtances of this 


kind of ſelf-denial will perhaps be thought 
rare in any age; but there was a remarkable 
one under Henry the Eighth of another Dcan 
of Canterbury, well known by his embaſſies 
and public negotiations, Dr, Nicholas Wot- 
ton, great uncle of Sir Henry Wotton ; this 
great politician, as well as divine, being in- 


formed of an intention to advance him to 


the mitre, wrote to Dr. Bellaſis ſrom Duſſel- 
dorp, November 11th, 15 39, requeſting him, 
for the paſſion of God, to convey that Pi- 
ſhopric irem him. $01 might (adds he) avoid 
it without diſpleaſure, I would ſurely never 
meddle with it; there be enough that be 
meet for it, and will not refuſe it, | cannot 
marvel enough, cur obtrudatur non cupienti 


immo ne idoneo quidem, My mind is as trou- 


bled as my writing is Vour's to his little 
power, Nicholas Wotton ; add whatſoever 
you will more to it? if you add not Biſnop. 
** The lo% of his children, and having 
been ſeized with an apopleRic diforder, 


i 
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do as much good or more in my preſent 
ſtation than in a higher, and ſhall not 
have one jot leſs intereſt or influence 
upon any others to any good purpoſe ; 
for the people naturally love a man that 
will take great pains and little A . 


ment. But, on the other hand, if I 
could ſorce my inclination to take this 
great place, I foreſee that I ſhould fink 
under it, and giow melancholy and good 
for nothing, and after a little while die 
as a fool dies. 

But this, Madam,' is a great deal too 
much, upon one of the worſt and niceſt 
ſubje&s in the world, a man's ſelf. 

As I was finiſhingthis long letter, which 
if your goodneſs will forgive | hope ne- 
ver to have occaſion to try it ſo far again, 
I received your letter, and ſhall ſay no 
more of Dr. More, of whoſe preaching 
I always knew your Ladyſhip's opinion. 
The perſon I me; tioned was Mr. Kid- 
der, on whom the King has beſtowed the 
Deanery of e and therefore 
cannot have it. I am fully of your La- 
dyſhip's opinion, that What my Lord 
Bedford does in this matter muſt not ap- 
pear to be done by him, for fear of 
bringing other importunities upon the 
King. If my Lord thinks wel: of Dr. 
Horneck, Dr. More would then ce:auinly 
have St. Andrews. 

I thank God for the health your fa- 
mily enjoys, as tor that of my own; and 
equally pray for the continuance of it, 
and all other bieſſings. I Would fain 
find room to tender my humble ſervice to 
my Lord Bedtord, my Lord Ruſſell, and 
two of the belt young ladies I know. I 
am, honour:d Madam, more than I can 
expicls, your molt obliged and obedient 
fervant, 


LS 1 TER HS 
Lady Kufjell to the Dean of St. Paul's. 


Sept. 1689. 

Jy HExEveR, Mr. Dean, you are dil 
poled, and at leiſure to give it me, 

T can be well content, I afſure you, to 
read the longeſt letter you can write. 
But I had not ſo ſoon told you a truth 
you cannot chat but know, if this paper 
was nct to be haſtened to, you with a 
little errand that I am well enough pleaſed 
to be employed, in: becauſe the effect 
will begood, though the cauſe does not 


M-O D u 


'to a high degree, 


355 
pleaſe me: being you ſaid Mr. Kidder“ 
cannot have Covent-Garden, becauſe he 
is Dean of Peterborough (though 1 da 
not conceive why, unleis it is becauſe he 
is great and others are not), But Lord 
Bedford leans ftrongly to offer him to the 
king: it is from what you ſaid to me has 
made him do ſo. Vet if you judge he 
ſhould not now be the man, I am en- 
joined to obtain from you tome charac- 
ter of one Mr, Freeman f, and Mr. 
Williams : the laſt I have heard you 
ſpeak well of, but I did not heed his juſt 
character. What you think fit to ſay to 
me ſhall not be imparted but in general 
terms, if you like that beſt; though 
Lord BedforT is as cloſe as can be de- 
fired, and as well inclined as poſſible to 
do the beſt; and will have me ſay ſome- 
thing of theſe men be ore he fixes, which 
my Lord Shrew(bu.y adviſes him to do 
quickly, | 

More || he is averſe to; Horneck 5 
the pariſh is alſo, as he is well informed, 
So Kidder, Williams, 
and Freeman, are before him. TI defire 
two or three lines upon this ſubject, by 
the firſt poſt if you pleaſe. | 

Though my paper is full enough, eſpe- 
cially to a man that has no more ſpare 
time than you have, yet I muſt juſt 
touch upon {ome other parts of your let- 
ter, being they touch me muit ſenſibly. 
I bleſs God that inclines the heart of our 
King to do well; it looks as if God 
meant a full mercy to theſe long threat- 
ened kingdoms, I thank Mr. Dean very 
heartily for thoſe thoughts that influence 
and heighten his charity to Mr, J — n. 
Iwill not ſay what J do more, but you 
mult needs know. Mr. Dean, now a 
tew words to your own concern, that 


| bears fo heavy upon your mind, and 1 


have done. I know not if I ſhould uſe 
the phraſe, © Integrity is my idol,“ but 
I am ſure J admire and love it hugely 
wherever I mcct it. I would never have 

a ſiacere 


Rd. E:dier, afterwards Biſhop oſ Bath 
and Wells in Ken's fiead, 1691 . Was killed 
wich his Hdyat Wells, by theſall of a ſtack. 
of chimnies during the high wind, 270 
Nov. 1703. 

+ Dr. Frec man died Dean of Peterbo- 
rough. 1707 

| Williems, afterwards Biſhop of Chi- 
cheſter, died 1759, 

| More died B:\op of Ely, 1714. 

$ fHorneck dicd Prebendary of Weſtmin- 
ſter, 1073-7. : | 


7 * 
3 — ere 


CO mT 


—_ TOI Os. 


— 


366 ELEGANT EPISTLES. 


a ſincere perſon croſſed. I do pity you, 
Mr. Dean, and think you have a hard 
gaine upon your hands, which, if it 
ſhould happen you cannot play off your 
own way, you can do hetter than a 
man leſs mortiſied to the world could; 
being if you ſerve the intereſt, of religion 
and the King's, you are doing what you 
have dedicated yourſelf to, and therefore 
can be more regardleſs of the ignorant 
or wicked cenſurer ; for, upon my word, 
J believe you will incur no other; your 
character is above it, if what you fear 
ſhould come upon you. But as I con- 
ceive there are {ix months yet to delibe- 
rate upon this matter, you know the old 
faying, ** Many things fall out between 
5 the cup and the lip: and pray do not 
fill your Lond with the fears of a trouble, 
though never fo great, that is at a diſ- 
tance, and may never he; for if you 
think too much on a matter you dread, 
it will certainly diſturb your quiet, and 
that will intallibly your health, and you 
cannot but ſte, Sir, that would be of a 
bad conſequence. The King is willing 
to hear you, You know your own heart 
to do goo, and you have lived fore 
time, ard have had experience. You 
fay wel! that fuch an'one is the beſt and 
worſt friend. 
more tenderneſs to the wil] or temper of 
my friend : and for his juſtification, one 


may lay, he prefers good to many, be- 


fore gratifying one fingle perſon, and a 
public good ought to carry a man a great 
way. But I fer your judgment (if your 
mcimation does not bias too far) is heartt- 
ly againit him in this matter, that you 
think vou cannot do ſo much good then 
23 now. We muſt ſee if you can con- 
vince him thereof; and when he 1s ma- 
ter of that notion, then let him labour to 


make your way out of thoſe briars, he 


has done his part to bring you into; 
though ſomething elſe would have done 
it without him, I believe, if I am not 


- miſtaken in this, no more than I am that 


this letter is much too long, from, &c. 


LETTER XVI. 
Dean Tillo;fon to Lady RufſUl, 


| Edmonton, Sept. 24, 1689. 
Hon. Madam, 
usr now I received your Ladyſhip's 
| letter. Since my laſt, and not before, 
I underſtand the great aviricnels of the 


and judicious. 


all changes of times. 


I think I ſhould have had 


Book II. 


pariſh from Dr. Horneck ; fo that if my 
Lord of Bedford had liked him, I could 
not have thought it fit, knowing how ne- 
c:flary it is to the good effect of a man's 
miniſtry, that he do not lie under any 
great prejudice with the people. The 
two whom the Biſhop of Chicheſter hath 


named, are, I think, of the worthieſt of 


the city miniſters, ſence. Mr. Kidder de- 
clines it, for the reaſon given by the Bi- 
ſhop, and, if he did not, could not have 
It; not becauſe of any inconſiſtency in 
the preferments, but becauſe the King, 
having ſo many obligations yet to anſwer, 
cannot, at the fame time, give two ſuch 
preferments to one man. For the two 
perſons mentioned, if compariſon muſt 
be made'between two very good men, I 
will tell your Ladyſhip my free thoughts 
ot them. | 

Mr. Williams is really one of the beſt 
men I know, and moſt unwearied in do- 
ing good, and his preaching very weighty 
The other 1s a truly 
pious man, and of a winning converſa- 


tion. He preaches well, and hath much 


the more plauſible delivery, and, I think, 
a ſtronger voice. Both of them (which 
J had almoſt forgot) have been ſteady in 
This is the plain 
truthg and yet I muſt not conceal one 
particular and preſent advantage on Dr. 
Freeman's hide. On Sunday night laſt 
the King alked me concerning a city mi- 
niſter, whoſe name he had forgot; but 
ſaid, he had a very kind remembrance 
of him, having had much convertation 
with him when his Majeſty was very 
young in Holland, and wondered he ha4 
never ſeen him ünce he came into Eng- 
land. 

I could not imagine who he ſhould be, 
till his Mxjelty told me he was the Eng- 
liſn Ambaſtador's chaplain above twenty 
years ago; meaning Su William Tem- 


ple's. Upon that I knew it was Dr. 


Freeman. The King laid, that was his 


name, and defired me to find him out, 


and tel} him that he had not forgot him, 
but remembered with pleaſure the ac- 
quaintance he had with him many years 
ago ; and had charged me when there 
was an opportunity, to put him in mind 
of him. This I thought. both great 
goodneis in the King, and modetty in 
Dr. Freeman * never to ſhew himſelf to 

the 


* Dr. Freeman was inſtituted to the rec- 
tcry ot Covent-Garden, Dec. 28, 1689. 


\ 


7s 
J 
$4 
EN 
* i 
3 +l 
3 
:2 5 
i SD 
"S ">; 
: * 
1 
N 
= 
L * 
4 5 BI, 
5 * 
* 2 
WS 82 
== 
25 e LIE 
1 Z 
7 
5 55 
% 
3 
F; 
x 
F. * 
8 
- 2 
5, o 
2 
4 2 
* 
* * - 
3 
OL 
pes.” 
"4 
9 
N 
5 
2 
$a 
ng 


Sect. III. MOD 


the King all this while. By this your 
Ladyſhip will judge who is like to be 
moſt acceptable to the King, whole ſa- 
tisfaction, as well as ſervice, I am 

obliged to regard, eſpecially in the diſ- 
poſal of his own preferments, though 
Mr. Williams be much more my friend. 

| mentioned Mr. Johnſon again, but 
his Majeſty put on other diſcourſes, and 
my Lord Privy Seal told me yeſterday 
morning, that the King thou ht it a little 
hard to give penſions out of his puiſe, 
inſtead of church preferments ; and tells 
me Mr. Johnſon is very ſharp upon me. 
His Lordfhip called it railing, but it ſhall 
not move me in the leaſt. ths Lordſhip 
alked me, whether it would not be well 
10 move the King to give him a good 
biſhopric in Ireland, there being ſeveral 
void. I thought 1t very well, if it would 
be acceptable. His Lordſhip ſaid, that 
was all one; the offer would ſtop many 
wouths as well as his; which, I think, 
was well conſidered. 

I will ſay no more of myſelf, but only 
thank your Ladyſhip for your good ad- 
vice, which I have always a great diſpo- 
ſition to foilow, and a great deal of rea- 
ſon, being aſſured it is fincere as well as 
wiſe. The King hath ſet upon me again, 
with greater earneſtnels of pe ſuaſion than 
is fit for one thai may comm ind. I 
begged as earneſtly to be conſidered in 
this thing, and ſo we parted upon good 
terms. I hope ſomething will happen to 
hinder it, I put it out of my mind as 
much as I cin, and leave it to the good 
providence of God for the thing to find 
its dan iſſue. To that I commend you 
and yours, and am, Madam, yours, by 
all patlible obligations. | 
It Mr. Johnſon refuſe this offer, and 
it ſhould be my hard fortune not to be 
ab © to get out of this difficulty, which I 
will, if it be poffible to do it without 
provocation, I know one that will do 
more for Mr, Johnſon than was deſired 
of the King, but ſtill as from the King, 
for any thing that he ſhall know. But I 
hope lome much better way will be 
tound, and that there will be neither oc- 
canon nor opportunity for this “. 


* The King granted Johnſon 3991. a- year 
his own and his ſon's life, with 1009). in 


Woncy, and a place of 1001, a- ycar for his 
nh. : : 
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Lady Rufſcll to Lady Sunderland. 


THINK I underſtand almoſt leſs than 

any body, yet I knew better things 
than to be weary of receiving what is o 
good as my Lady Sunderland's letters ; 
or not to have a due regard of what is ſo 
valuable as her eſteem and kindneſs, with 
her promiſes to enjoy it my whole lite. 
Truly, Madam, I can find no fault but 
one, and that is conſtantly in ali the fa- 
vours you direct to me, an unfortunate 
uſeleſs creature in the world, yet your 
Ladychip owns me as one had been of 
ſome ſervice to you. Alas! I'know 1 
was not, but my intention was pure; 1 
pitied your ſorrow, I was hearty in with- 
ing you eaſe, and if I had an occaſion 
for it I could be diligent, but no further 
ability z and you are very good to re- 
ceive it kindly, But, fo unhappy a ſoli- 
citor as I was once for my poor i:1f and 
family, my hcart milgives me When [ 


aim at any thing of that kind any more. 


Yet I hope I have at laſt learned to make 
the will of God, when declared, the rule 
of my content, and te thank him for all 
the hard things I ſuffer, as the beſt af- 


ſurances of a large ihare in that other 


bleſſed ſtate; and if what is dear to us is 


got thither before us, the ſenſe what they 
enjoy, and we in a little while {hall with 
them, ought to ſupport us and our friends. 


SSE1 LK: XII 
The ſame 10 Dr. Fita william. 


Wohorne Abbey, 28th Auguſt 1690. 

ASSURE you, good Doctor, I was 

very well pleated this evening to re- 
ceive another letter from you; and much 
more than. ordinary, becauſe your laſt 
had ſome gentle hints in it, as if you 
thought I had taken ſome offence, though 
you kindly again ſaid you could not, or 
would not, imagine it, not being con- 
ſcious of omiſſion or commiſſion, and in- 
deed you. have good reaſon for ſaying fo; 
I will at any time juſtify you in it, and 
do more commend your belief, that I 


either had not your letters, or was not 


well, than I could your miſtruſt of me 
for what will never happen. But an old 
dated paper has convinced you, and 2 
newer had, if I had known where to 
have found yeu ; for in yours of the 5th 

| ot 
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of Auguſt you intimate that you meant 
(if it did not too much offend the eyes 
of a friend of mine that were weak) to 
make a ſtay at Windſor of ten days 
longer, and made no mention then whi- 
ther you went. Now truly I had that 
letter, when I was obliged to write much 
to ſuch as would congratulate my being 
well again, ſome in kindneſs, and ſome 
in ceremony. But ſo it was, that when 
J went to write, I found } ſhould not 
know where to ſend it, ſo I deferred it 
till I had learnt that, I ſent to Mrs. 
Smith, ſhe could not tell; I bid John 
ferd to Richard at Straton to know if 
you were at Chilton, for I know Lady 
Gainſborough was not there then, but 
now you have informed me yourſelf. _ 

By report I fear poor Lady Gainibo- 
rough is in new trouble, for though ſhe 
has all the help of religion to ſupport her, 
yet that does rot ſhut us out from all 
ſorrow ; it does not direct us to inſenſibi- 
lity, if we could command it, but to a 
quiet ſubmiſſion to tie will of God, 
making his outs as much as we can. In- 
deed, Doctor, you are extremely in the 
right to think that my life has been ſo 
embittered, it is now a very poor thing 
to me; yet ] find myſelf careful enough 
of it, I think I am uſeful to my chil- 
dren, and would endure hard things, to 
do for them till they can do for them- 
lelves ; but, alas! J am apt to conclude 
it I had not that, yet I ſhould ſtill find 


cut ſume reaſon to be content to live, 


though I am weary of every thing, and 
of the folly, the vanity, the madneſs of 
man moſt of all. 

There is a ſhrinking from the ſepara- 
tion cf the toul from the body, that is 


mp!:a{ted in our natures, which enforces 


vs to conferve life: and it is a wiſe pro- 
Vicia nee; fur who would elte endure 
much evil, that is not taught the great 
advantages of patient ſuffering ? I am 
hcartily foiry, good Doctor, that you 
are not exempt, which I am ſure you are 
not, when you cannot exerciſe your care 
as fermerly among your flock at Coten- 
ham *, But J will not enlarge on this 
matter, ror any other ar this time. That 
might he certain not to omit this reſpect 
„ you, 1 have begun with it, and have 
mary behind, to which {, muſt haſten, 
but eien defire you will preſent my moſt 
humble ſervice to wy Lady: I.hxd done 


* LjeQed as a Nonjuror. 


myſelf the honour to write to her, jult as 


I believe ſhe was writing to me, but I 
will thank ber yet for that favour; either 


trouble, or the pleaſure of her ſon's ſet- 
tlement, engroſles her, I apprehend, at 
this time, and buſineſs I know is an at- 
tendant of the laſt. I am, Sir, your con- 
{tant friend and ſervant. 


FELT TEuER XIE). 
Dean Tillotſon to Lady Ruſſell. 


Edmonton, Oct. 9, 1690, 

Hon. Madam, 

INCE I had the honour of your letter, 

I was tempted to have troubled you 
with one of mine upon the fad occation 
of your late great loſs of two fo near re- 
lations, and fo near together F. But! 
conſidered, why ſhou}d I pretend to be 
able either to inſtruct or comfort my Lady 
Ruflell, who hath borne things much 
more grievous with fo exemplary a meek- 
neſs and ſubmiſſion to the will of God, 
and knows, as well as I can tell her, that 
there is no remedy in thele caſes hut pa- 
tience, nor any comfort but in the hapes 
of the happy meeting of our deceaſed 
friends in- a better life, in which forrow 
and tears ſhall have no more place to all 
eternity ! 

And now I crave leave to impart 
ſomething of my own trouble to your 
Ladyſhip, On Sunday laſt the King 
commanded me to wait upon him the 
next. morning at Kenſington. I did fo, 
and met with what I feared. His Ma- 
jeſty renewed his former gracious offer, 
in fo preſſing a manner, and with . 
much kindnels, that I hardly knew how 
to refiſt it. I made the beſt acknow- 
ledgments I could of his undeſervet 


grace and favour to me, and begged of 


him to conſider all the confequences of 
this matter, being well aſſured, that all 
that form which was raiſed in convoca- 
tion the laſt year by thoſe who will de 
the church of England was upon my 4c- 
count, and that the Biſhop of L —— 
was at the hottom of it, out of a jealouly 
that I might be a hindrance to him in at- 
taining what he deſires, and what, | cal! 
God to witneſs, I would not have. And 
I told his Majeity, that I was ſtill afraid 
that his kindneſs to me would be great!y 

to 


+ The death of her ſiſter, the Counteſs of 
Montague, and of her nephew, Wriothelly 
Baptiit, Earl of Gainſborough. 
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to his prejudice, eſpecially if he carried 
it ſo far as he was then pleaſed to ſpeak. 
For I plainly ſaw they could not bear it; 
and that the effects of envy and ill-will 
towards me would terminate upon him. 
To which he replied, that if the thing 
were once done, and they ſaw no remedy, 
they would give over,and think of making 
the beſt of it; and therefore he muſt deſue 
me to think ſeriouſly of it; with other 
expreſſions not fit for me to repeat, Toall 
which I anſwered, that in obedience to 
his Majeſty's commands I would conſider 
of it again, though I was afraid I had 
already thought more of it than had done 
me good, and muſt break through one of 
the greateit 1efolutions of my life, and 
ſacrifice at once all the eaſe and content- 
ment of it; which yet [ would force 
myſelf to do, were I really convinced 
that I was in any meaſure capable of do- 
ing his Majeſty and the public that ſer- 
vice which he was pleaſed to think I was, 
He ſmiled and taid, You talk of trouble; 


I believe you will have much more eaſe 


in it than in the condition in which you 
now are. Thinking not fit to ſay more, 
L humbly took leave. 

And now, Madam, what ſhail I do? 
My thoughts were never at ſuch aplunge, 
I know not how to bring my mind toit; 
and, on the other hand, though the com- 
pariſon 1s very unequal, when I remem- 
ber how I ſaw the King affected in the 
caſe of my Lord of Shrewſbury “, I 
find myſelf in great (trait, and would not 
for all the world give him the like trou- 
ble. I pray God to direct me to that 
which he ſees and knows t6 be beſt, for I 
know not what to dv. I hope I hall 


have your prayers, and would be glad of 


your advice, if the King would ſpare me 
ſo long. I pray God to preſerve you 
and yours. I am, honoured Madam, &c. 


„ 
Lady Ryfſell to the Dean of St. Paul's. 


About the middle of Oct. 1690.) 
You letters will never trouble me, 

Mr. Dean; on the contrary, they 
are comfortable retreſhments to my, for 
the moſt part, over-burdened mind, 


* When that Farl reſigned the poſt of 


Secretary of State about 1690; to divert him 
from which, Dean Tillotſon had been ſent 
to his Lorzthip by the-King. Burnet, vol. 
u. Pp 45 


EV. 


| * >" oP 
which, both by nature and by accident, 
is made fo weak, that I cannot hear, with 
that conſtancy I ſhould, the loſſes I have 
lately felt; I can fay friends and ac- 
8 thou haſt hid out of my 
ight, but I hope it ſhall not diſturb my 
peace. Theſe were young, and as they 
had began their race of life after me, ſo 
I defired they might have ended it alſo. 
But happy are thoſe whom God retires 
in his grace; I truſt theſe were ſo; and 
then no age can be amiſs; to the young 
it is not too early, nor to the aged too 
late. Submiſhon and prayer is all we 
know that we can do towards our own 
relief in our diſtreſſes, or to diſarm God's 
anger, either in our public or private 
concerns. The ſcene will ſoon alter to 
that peaceful and eternal home in pro- 
ſpect. But in this time of our pilgrimage 
viciſſitudes of all forts is every one's lot. 
And this teads me to your cale, Sir, 

The time ſeems to be come that you 
muſt put ane in practice that ſubmiſſionf, 
you have fo powertully both tried your- 
{eif, and inſtructed others to. I fee no 
place to eſcape at; you mult take up the 
croſs, and bear it : | faithfully believe it 
has the figure of a very heavy one to 
you, though not from the cares of it ; 
ſince, if the King gueſſes right, you toil 
more now, But this work is of your 


own chuſing, and the dignity of the other 


is what you have bent your mind againft, 
and the ſtrong reſolve of your life has 
been to avoid it. Had this even pro- 
ceeded to a vow, it 1s, I think, like the 
virgins of old, to be diſſolved by the fa- 
ther of your country. Ag in, though 
contemplation, and a few friends well 
choſen, would be your grateful choice, 
yet, if chard, obedience, and neceſſity, 
call you into the great world, and where 
enemies encompais round about, mult not 
you accept it? And each of theſe, in 
my mean apprehenſion, determines you 
to do it. In thort, it will be a noble ſa- 
crifice you will make; and I am confi- 
dent you will find as a reward, kind and 
tender ſupports, if you do take the bur- 
then upon you: there is, as it were, 3 
commanding Providence in the manner 


B b b of 


+ Submiſſion alludes to illotſon's letter 
to Lord Ruſſell againſt reſiſtance. A 
ſhrewd hint of the Dean's endeavours to 
perſuade Lord Ruſſell to ſubmit to the 
doctrine of paſſive obedience, 
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of it. Perhaps I do as fincerely wiſh 


=D thoughts at caſe as any friend you 
ve, but 1 think you may purchaſe that 
too dear; and if vo ſhould come 10 


think ſo 100, they would then be as ref: 


leſs as b-fore. 

Sir, I believe you wouh be as much a 
common good as you can: confider how 
few of ability and integrity this age pro- 
duces. Pray do not turn this matter too 


much in your head ; when one has once 


turned it every way, vou know that mote 
does but perplex, and one never fees the 

clearer ſor it. Be not {iff if it be ſtill 
viged to you. Conform to the Divine 
Will, which has fer it fo ſtrongly into the 
ether's mind, and be content to endure ; 
it is God calls you. to it. I believe it 
was witely ſaid, that when there 55 no re- 
medy they will give orer, and make the 
bet of it, and % ] hope no 3i] will ter- 
minate on the Kiag ; and they will lay 
up their arrows, when they percerve they 
are ſhot in vam at him or yon, upon 
whom no reflection that I can think of 


can be made that is ingenious; and what 


is pre malice you ave above being al- 
fected with. | 

I wiſh for many reaſons, my pravers 
were more worthy ; but {uch as they are, 
I offer them with a ſincere zeal to the 
Throne of Grace for you, in this ſtrait, 


that you may be led out of it, as mall 


beſt ſerve the great ends and deligns of 
God's glory. 


LETTER xi. 
Dean Tiliotſon to Lady Ruff. l. 


Hon. Madam, OR. 25, 1690®. 

AM obli;ed to your Ladyſhip bevond 

all exprefiion, tor taking my caſe: lo 
ſe, ou into vour conſideration, and 
giving me your mature t 1oughts upon It. 
N«cthing ever came more ſeaſenably to 
me than vour letter, which ! received on 
Wedneſiay ſe'nnight, the very night be- 
fore I wis to have given my final : anſwer 
to the King the next morning. I thank 
vou for it: it helped very much to ſettle 
and determine my wavering mind, I 
within all you wrote, both your advice 


and your arguments, having not only an 
aſſurance of your muse friendſhi p and. 


38 G-wil! for me, but a very great regard 


7 * 


From a copy in ſhort hand, in his 
* 
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to g give him my anſwer, 


EFTiS:TLES Spotl 


and deference for your judgment and 
opmion. I cannot but own the weight 
of that conſideration which you are 
pleaſed to urge me withal; I mean, the 
vilble marks of a more then ordinary 
providence of God in this thing; that 
the King, who likes not cither to impor- 
tune or to be denied, ſhould, after fo obfti- 
nate a declining of the thing on my part, 
{til perſiſt to preſs it upon me with 6 
much kindneſs, and with that earneſtneſf; 
of perſuaſion which it does not become 
me to mention. I with I could think th 
King had a ſuperior direction in this, 33 
I verily believe he hath in ſome other 


things of much greater importance, 


The next morning I went to Kenſing- 
ton full of fear, but yet determined what 
was fit for me to do. I met the King 
coming out of his cloſet, and aſking if 
his coach was ready. He took me aſide, 
and I told him, that; in obedience to his 
Myeitv's command, I had contiderer of 
th! thing, as well as I could, and came 
I perceived his 
Mijeſty was going out, and therefore 
delired him to appoint me another time, 
Which he did on ou Saturday morning 
after. 5 

Then I came again, and he took me 
into his cloſet, where I told him, that ! 
could not but have a deep fente of his 
Majeſty's great grace and favour to me, 
not only to offer me the beſt thing he had 
to give, but to prels it ſo carneitly upon 
me. I ſaid, I would not preſume to ar- 
gue the matter any farther, but I hoped 
he would five me leave to be ſtill his 
humble and earneſt petitioner to ſpare me 
in that thing He antwered, he would 
do fo if he could, but he knew not what 
to do if I refuled it. Upon that I told 
him, that I tendered my hfe to him, aud 
dich humbly devote it to he diſpoſed of 
as he thought fit: He was gracionfly 
pleaſed to lay, it was the beſt news had 
come to him this great while. I did not 
kneel down to Kit: his hand, for without 
that I daubt I am too jure of it; but re- 
queſted of him, that he would defer the 
declaration - of it, and let it be a ſecret 
for ſome time. He ſaid he thoug' it it 


mig ght not be amiſs to defer it till the 


Parti — was up. I begged: farther of 
him that he would not make me a wedge 
to dive out the p: 'elent Archbiſhop : : 
that ſometime before | was nominated, 
his May eſty would be pieaſed to declare 

w 
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in council, that ſince his lenity had not 
had any better effect, he wonld wait no 


more, but would difpoſe of their places. 


This 1 told him I humbly defired, that I 
might not be thought to do any thing 
harih, or which might reflect upon me; 
for now that his Majeſty had thought fit 
to advance me to this Ration, my reputa- 
tion was become his intereſt. He ſaid, 
ne was {eniible of it, and thought it rea- 
ſonable to do as I deſired. I craved 
leive of him to mention one thing more, 
which in juſtice to my family, eſpecially 
to my wite, 1 ought to do 3 that 1 ſhould 
be more than undone by the great and 
necetlary charge of coming into this 
place; and muſt therefore be an humbie 
petitione! to his Majeſty, that if it mould 
pleaſe God to take be gut of the world, 
that I mutt untvordably leave my wife a 
beggar, he would not fluffer her to he fo; 
and that he would graciouſly be pleated 
to con ſider that the widow oft gn Aichli- 
eh of Canterbury (which would now 
U w odd figure in England“) could not 
decent y by Inpports q by io little as would 
have contented her very well if I had 
d;ed a Dean. To this he gave a very 
gracious aniwer, I promiſe you to take 
cave of her . 

Juſt is T had fimibed the laſt ſentence, 
anutier very kind letter from your Lady- 
(tm wis brought to we, wh-rem I find 
your tender concern for me, which I can 
DUVET (UNICIENTY acknowledge, But you 
the dye ie now caſt, and I mult now 
ke the beſt I can of what I lately 
Uaht was the worſt that could have 
haprened to. me. I thank God I am 
cneartul chan ! expected, and com- 
nyleltas 1 can with this hope that 
ovigence of God to which I. have 
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cane, the duty he hath called me to. 
ata not aacquaint my good friend who 

wioie to yuu, with ali that had patſeg, 

becaulg it was intended to be a fecret, 

Cil [ ain fare is tate in VO hands. 
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Len told him that his Maſeſty did not 
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mend, as yet, to ditpote ot this place; 
Only two who had fiiled the fee of Can- 
®, r. 14 } - | ® % £5 - 8 Y 
| ry had been marricd, Cranmer and 
| iT 7 1 
eit iam granted Tillotfon's widow 
211 & uit ©] 600. and ſorgave the hit 
: Jor the Archbiſhop leit nothing to his 
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but when he did it, F was afraid it would 
be hard for me to eſcape. ; 

The King, I believe, has only ac- 
quainted the Queen with it, Who, as flic 
came out of the cloſet on Sunday laſt, 
commanded me to wait upon her after 
dinner, which I did; and after ſhe had 
diſcourſed about other buſineſs (which 
was to deſire my opinion of a treatiſe 
fent her in manuſcript aut of Holland, 
tending to the reconciliation of our dit- 
ferences m England), the told me, that 
the King had with great joy acquainted 
her with a ſecret cencerning me, whereof 
the was no leis glad; uſing many gracious 
expreſſions, and confirming his Miajeſty's 
pwomiſes concerning my wife. 

But I am ſenſible this is an intole- 
rable letter, eſpecially concerning one's 
{cit, 

| had almoſt forgot to mention Mr. 
Vaughan's T bulinets: as ſoon as he 


brovght your t1dythip's letter hither to 


me, 1 wrote immediately to Whitehall, 
and got the buſineſs ſtopt. 

The Biſhop of St. David's [| had writ- 
ten up tor ſome miniſter of a great town, 
but a ſmall living in that dioceſe, that it 
might be bettowed on him for his pains 
in that great town. The pretence is fair, 


but if the miniſter is no better a man 


than the biſhop, I am ture he is not 
worthy of it. I have been twice to wait 
on m Lord Nottingham about it, but 
mitted of him. When | have enquired 
father into it, if the thing be fit to be 
done, Iwill domy bett for Mr. Vaughan. 
And I beg of your Lady ſhip to make no 
dificulty of commanding my poor jervice 
upon. any oecaſion, for 1 am always ti uly 
£lad of the opportunity, 4D 

| cannot forbear to repeat my humble 
thanxs for your grcat concernment for 
me in this affair SC. | 


Bbb 2 That 
4 


{ Prohably a relation cf Lady Ruſſell, 
whoſe tirit huſhand was Lord Vaughan, eld- 
tothe Earl of Carber ry. 
tion. Iiſhop of St, David's, was de- 
for ümony, 1/5, by Archbiſhop 
He too the caths to King Wil- 
continued attached to E ing james. 
6 Archbiihop Sancroſt was deprived Fe- 
bruary i, 1690-1: Lillotſon nominated in 
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council to rhe Archbimopric, i6gr, and con- 


ſecrated 316 of May. He dicd Nov. 23, 
1694, King William deciared that he was 
the beſt man whom he ever knew, and the 
beſt lriend whom he ever had. 


Ihe Ours f 
{our many Years IDOKE 01 him in the tenders : 


eſi manner, and not without tears. Burnet. 
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That God would multiply his beſt 
bleſſings upon your Ladyſhip and your 
children, ard make them great bleſſings 
and comforts to yu, is the daily prayer 
of, Madam, your moſt obliged, humble 
ſervant. | 


LETTER XXII. 


Lady Ruſſell io (ſuppoſed: the Biſhop 
of Sahjoury). 


16th October 1690. 

HAVE, my. Lord, ſo upright an heart 

to my friends, that though your great 
weight of buſinels had forced you to a 
ſilence of this kind, yet I ſhould have had 
no doubt, but that one I fo diſtinguiſh in 
that little number God has yet left me, 
does join with me to lament my late 
loſſes: the one was a juſt ſincere man, 


and the only fon of a filter and a friend I 


loved with too much paſſion ; the other 
my laſt ſiſter, and I ever loved her ten- 


derly. 


Ii pleaſes me to think that ſhe deſerves 
to be remembered by all thoſe that knew 
her. But after above forty years ac- 


quaintance with fo amiable a creature, 


one muſt needs, in reflect ing, bring to 
remembrance fo many engaging endear- 
ments as are yet at preſent unbittering 
and painful: and indeed we may he ſute, 
that when any thing below God 1s the 
object of our love, at one time or an- 
other, it will be matter of our ſorrow. 
But little time will put me again into 
my ſettled ſtate of mourning; for a 
nmourner ] muſt be all my days upon 
earth, and there is no need I ſhould be 
other. My glaſs runs low. The world 
dots not want me, nor I want that: my 
buſineſs is at home, and within a narrow 
compaſs. I muſt not deny, as ihere was 
ſomething fo glorious in the object of my 
biggeſt jorrow, I believe that, in ſome 
meaſure, kept me from being then over- 
whelmed. So now it affords me, toge- 
ther with the remembrance how many 
ealy years we lived together, thoughts 
that are joy enough for one who looks 
no higher than a quiet ſubmiſſion to her 
lot; and ſuch pleaſures in educating my 
yourg folks as ſurmount the cares that it 
will afford, If I ſhall be ſpared the trial, 
where I have moſt thought of being pre- 
pared to bear .the pain, I hope I ſhall be 
thanktul, and I think I aſk it faithfully, 
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that it may be in mercy not in judgment, 
Let me rather he tortured here, than they 
or I be rejected in that other bleſſed 
peaceful home to all ages, to which my 
ſoul aſpires. There is ſomething in the 
younger going before me, that I have 
obſerved all my life to give a ſenſe I can- 


not deſcribe ; it is harder to be borne than 


a bigger loſs, where there has been ſpun 
out a longer thread of life. Yet I ſee 
no cauſe for it, for every day we ſee the 
young fall with the old: but methinks it 
1s a violence upon nature. 

A troubled mind has a multitude of 
theſe thoughts. Yet I hope I maſter all 
murmurings : if I have had any, I am 
ſorry, and will have no more, aſſiſted by 
God's grace; and reſt ſatisfied,” that 
whatever I think, I ſhall ene day be in- 
tirely ſatisfied what God has done and 
ſha]! do will be beſt, and juſtify both his 
juſtice and mercy, I meant this as a 
very ſhort epiſtle; but you have been 
ſome years acquainted with my infirmity, 
and have endured it, though you never 
had waſte time, I believe, in your life; 
and- better times do not, I hope, make 
your patience leſs. However, it will 
become me to put an end to this, which 
I will do, ſigning - myſelf cordially 
your, &c, 


LETTER XXIII. 
From the ſame to Lord Ca vendiſb. 


29th October, 1690, 
HOUGH I know my letters do Lord 
Cavendifh no ſervice, yet, as à te- 
ſpect I love to pay him, and to thank him 
allo for his laſt from Limbeck : 1 had 
not been fo Jong ſilent, if the death of 
two perſons, both very near and-drar to 
me, had not made me ſo uncomfortable to 
mytelf, that I knew I was utterly unfit to 
converie where 1 wonld never be ill com- 
pany, The ſeparation of friends 13 
grievous. My filter Montague was one 
I loved tenderly; my Lord Gainſborough 
was the only ſon of a ſiſter I loved with 
too much paſſion: they both deſerved to 
be remembered kindly by all that knew 
them. They both began their race long 
aſter me, and I hoped ſhould have ended 
It io too; but the great and wile Diſpoſer 
of all things, and who knows where it 15 
beſt to place his creatures, either in this 
er in the other world, has ordered it 
otherwiſe, 


11 rr 
=> K oo Ur = 


Set. III. 


92 
XY 
EY 
_ 38 
+38 
= Ss "EF 
—Y 
* & 
6 


been concerned in this aftarr. 
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otherwiſe, The beſt improvement we 
can make in theſe caſes, and you, my 
dear Lord, rather than I, whoſe glaſs 
runs low, while you are young, and I 
hope have many happy years to come, is, 
I fay, that we ſhould all reflect there is 
no paſſing through this to a better world, 
without ſome croſſes; and the ſcene ſome- 
times ſhifis ſo faſt, our courſe of life may 
be ended, before we think we have gone 
half way ; and that an happy eternity 
depends on our ſpending well or ill that 
time allotted us here for probation. 

Live virtuouſly, my Lord, and you 


cannot die too loon, nor hve too long. I 


hope the laſt [hall be your lot, with many 


Your, &c. 


leſſings attending it. 


LETTER XXIV. 
Archbiſhop Tillotfon to Lady Ruſſell. 


Hon. Madam, June 23, 1691“. 
RECEIVED your Ladyſhip's letter, 
together with that to Mr. Fox, which 
I (hill return to, him on Wedneſday 
morning, when J have deſired Mr. Kemp 
to ſend him to me. 
U entreat you to give my very humble 


- ſervice to ny Lord of Bedford, and to 


let his Lordſhip know how far I have 
I had no- 
tice firit from Mr. Attorney-General and 
Mr.' Solicitor, and then from my Lord 

„that ſeveral perſons, upon the 
account of publiſhing and diſperſing ſe— 
veral lihels againſt me, were ſecured in 
order to proſecution. Upon which I went 
to wait upon them ſeverally, and earneſtly 
debred of them that nobody might be 
puniſhed upon my account: that this was 
not the fit time] had experience of this 
kind of malice, which, . how unpleaſant 
ſotvtt to me, | thought it the wiſeſt Way 
to neglect, and the beſt to forgive it F. 
None of them ſaid any thing to me of 
my Lord Kuſſell, nor did it ever come 
into my thought to hinder any proſecu- 
non upon his account, whoſe reputation, 
| can truly ſay, is much dearer to me 
man mine own; and I was much more 


- toubled at the barbarous uſage done to 


* From his draught in ſhoit-hand. 
pon a bun lc of libels, found among 
bis papers after his death, he put no other 
mic iption than this: „ ITheſe ate libels; 1 
*þ ay Odd fo. give the authors ; I do.“ 

Sherlock, 
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his memory, and eſpecially ſince they 
have aggravated it by diſperſing more 
copies; and, as I find by the letter to 
Mr. Fox, are.ſupported in their inſolence 
by a ſtrong combination, I cannot but 


think it very fit for my Lord Bedford to 


bring them to condign puniſhment, 
Twice laſt week I had my pen in my 

hand to have provoked you to a letter ; 

and that I might once in my life have 


been before-hand with you in this way of 


kindneſs. I was both times hindered by 
the breaking in of company upon me. 
The errand of it would have been to 
have told you, that, whether it be from 
ſtupidity or frem a preſent aſtoniſhment ' 
at the danger of my condition, or from 
ſome other cauſe, I find, that I bear the 
burden I dreaded fo much, a good deal 
better than I could have hoped. David's 
acknowledgment to God runs in my 
mind, „ Who am I, O Lord God, or 
hat is my houſe, that thou haſt 
* brought me hitherto; and haſt re- 
e garded me according to the eſtate of 
© a man of high degree, O Lord God 1“ 
1 hope that the ſame providence of God - 
which hath once over-ruled me in this 
thing, will ſome way orother turn it to 
good, 

The Queen's extraordinary favour to 
me, to a deg:cee much beyond my ex- 
pectation, is no ſmall ſupport to me: and 
I flatter myſelf with hopes that my 


friends will continue their kindneſs to 


me; eſpecially that- the beit friend 1 ever 
had will not be the leſs fo to me now 
that I need friends moſt. 

I pray to God continually to preſ:rve 
you and yours, and particularly at this 
time to give my Lady Cavendith a happy 
meeting with her Lord, and to grant 
them both a long and happy lite toge- 
ther. Jam, Madam, your moſt faith- 
tul and humble lervant.. 


EET TER XX 
Lady Ruſſell to (ſupfoſed Arcbbiſtop 


Tillotjon). 


24th July 1691. 

JN wants and diſtreſſes ot all kinds one 
naturally flies to a ſure friend, if one 

is bleſſed with any, ſuch. This is the 
reaſon of the preſent addreſs to you, 
which is burthened with this requeſt, if 


you 
{ 1 Chron, xvii. 16, 17. 


value about e a Year. 
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ſome benefit by my means, and I delle 


you think it fit, to give the incloſed to the 
Queen. Iny etter is a petition to her 
Majeitv, to beftow upon a gentleman a 
place, that is now fallen by the death of 
Mr. Herbert; it is Auditor of Wales, 
He is, if I 
do not extremely mittake, fit for it and 
worthy of it; he is Knight the Shire 
for Carmarthenſhire ; it would Ppleate me 
on ſeveral accounts it 1 obtain it. Now 
eveiy thing is fo toon chopt upon and 
gone, that a flow way would defcat me, 
„nothing che dees; and that 1 fear flom 
Lord Devonmnise if he was in town: be- 
tides, I ſhould not fo diſtincti; know t he 
Queen's antwer, and my ſucc ei: „ as i ſhall 
1 know de by your means, it yeu have 
no ſcruple to deliver my letter; if you 
ha ave, play vic me as [ do you, and in 
the integrity of your heart tell me ſo, 1 


could ſend t to Lady Derby; it is only 
the certainty of ſowe afar makes int 


pitch as I Jo. Nay perhips it were 
moye proper to fend it to, the Queen's 
Secrtiary; but I am not veried in the 
eourt-wavs, it is ſo rely tpce I have 
loved them. Therefore be | 110 
as you tt ng mit fit. 

Inc i0t te cetait vou 10 ag; but 
the many 5 ublic and bs al meretes we 
have of jate received are fo reviving, 
not withſtanding the blac inna! 
enes which e y before ine, 
and part:cular'y on theſe tad inouths, 1 
mutt ſeel the consai⁰e «of @ was and 
goed God, to theie late kno nations, 
and to the Protettant inter 
over, and ail good people alto. I rate 
my Org: all Jean, and iabour to u. | nete 
*1? the prog ec ct NOT happy 0 * » lor 
the time to come, tha: 
been dl, Id Wich. ne goodpets « 4 
thole inſteuments God has called funk 
to work this great work by, ſwells ones 
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24th July 1691. 

Nay it pleaſe your. Majeitw, 
Q leave to re my elf 
ex, and to tc „is truth, 
OY ſerfible trouble to me, 
zune your Map fly ; vet 
F mit, becauſe l would 
net be quite ills bo lach as dope for 


ko your N 
that it is an 
_ T do imp 


man, and fo well 
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to do what good I can. 

I know yuur Majeſty feels that life is 
a labour to the higheſt; but, Madam, 
you are. bleſſed with a portion of good- 
neſs big enough to be content with it, in 
order to k-rve thoſe ends of Providence 
which are certainty wite and good, though 
dari to the i in iabitants of the earth. 

do, in all humility, alk pa don tor my 
18 «be "tt on the behalf of Mr. Richard 
Vaughan”. that he may ſuccced Coloucl 
Herbert (lately Killed in Ireland) as Au- 
dt of Wales. He is a lau wycr, a Welſh- 
elteemed o in his 
country, that he ferves as Enight of the 
Shire or inen thenſhire. 
him every way fit tor the N or J 
ſhould not do fo much for him, fince 1 
think it a great matter to diiquirt your 
Majefty in this Kind, and could with more 
joy p = a conhderable duty to your Ma- 
jentv, than receive a profit for myſelf or 
ticwl; but my meanneſs and my mit- 
fort unes are 4 b» r do all ſuch hopes. 

i pF (3649 til! re direct ard proper 
YG Mijeſtv, Meller ve the otrſon 0 the 
Kino, and blies with facceſs all his de- 


* 
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lens, and fo complete his bl ſlings and 


compaſhons 0 ail good people all tue 
1 Inte pubhe mercies Alk 
fy 5 mot h. umb, 


V0 N Ove. 
„nn hopes your NI zj 
N if > ut titu! * 1 $ | 0 t FEnthful u beet. 
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10th O& 1698. 
have not yet had re- 
teintion to ſpeak to you this way, 


, A » ” 
nor know I now Mint to gay. Your 


1:$iortane is too big to hope that any 
thing Loffer can allay the preſent rage 
I pray tor you and | 
pity you, wine his all I can do: and that 
I do mos t WURGY a not Knowing how 
ſoon Your cate may be mine: and 1] want 
from „ou, u Tar would molt willingly 

furntilt YOu: Willi, fone confola tion 2d 
true fon your extreme lamentation. 

1 hope that by this time your. reaſon 
begins to get a power over your waſted 
ſpinits, aud that you will let nature fe- 
She will do it, if you do 

| nut 


of 5560111 ee 


to Lady Ruſſell's firſt hu band. 
T On the death ot one ol "on daughters. 


1 acheve 


. 


4 
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not obſtruct her. There is a time and 
period for all things here. Nature will 
hiſt prevail, but as ſoon as we can we 
moſt think what is our duty, and putlue 
it well as we are able. 1 beſeech God 


to teach you to ſubnut ta this unlocked 


for, and in appearance ſadly ſevere provi- 
dence, and endue you with a quiet ſpitit, 
10 wank to. the av of conſolation, when 
joy will be our portion to all eternity: in 
hat day we hall meet again all our pious 
triends, all hat have died in their inno- 
cence, and with them live a life of inno- 
cence, and purity, and gladnets for ever. 
Fir your thoughts with theſe undoubted 
truths, my dear ſiſter, as much and as 
Otten as is poſſivle. I know no other 
cure for tuch diſeaſes; nor ſhall we miſs 


one, if we endeavour, with God's grace 


ail, ing, which he certainly gives to tuch 
as K. God give you refrethments. I 
am your, &c. 


ET TER AVEL 
From the ſame 40 


18th October, 1691. 

T* mist rtunes of ſuch as one ex- 
tremely efteems grow our own, ſo 
that it my coultant ſad heart were not ſo 
ſoon touched as it is with deplorable ac- 
eidents, J ſhould yet feel a great deal of 
your juſt mow ning; if ſharing a calamity 
could eaſe you, that burden would be 
mule: for as d praved an age as we live 
in, there is ſuch a force in virtue and 
goodnes that all the world laments with, 
vou; and yet ſute, Madam, when we part 
tom what we love moſt that is excellent, 
it is our beſt ſupport that nature, who 
will be heard firſt, docs ſuffer reaſon to 


Wust can rcheve ſo much, as that our 
friend hed atter a well-fpent life? Some 
lolſes are fo ſurpriſing and ſo great, one 
mutt not break in too ſoon, and therefore 
ny ſenſe of yoar calamity confined me to 
oni a ſolicitous inquiry and J doubt it 
a miſtaken reipect to dwell long 
upon tuch a ſubject. 4 will do no more 
than ben this truth, that I am your, &c. 


LETTER XXL 
From the ſame 10 Dr. Fitzwilliam. 


July 21ſt, 1692. 
1 WILL fay but very little for myſelf, 
; you were fo long without hearing 
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from me, yet I could ſay much to my 
juſlification, but am more willing to came 
to the more touching and ſerious part of 
your laſt letter; not but I ſhould be very 
forry, indeed, if I ſuſpected you had a 
thonght I were unworthy towards you; 
I dare fay you raiſe none upon appears 
ances, and uther reafon you ſhall never 
have. In ſhort, my daughter Cavendiſh 
being ill, carried me twice a- day ta Ar- 
Uington houſe, where I ſtaid till twelve 
and one o'clock at night, and much buſi- 
neſs, being near leaving London, and my 
eyes ſerving me no longer by candle— 
light, which, perhaps, was the biggeſt let 
„t all, and hindered my doing what I de- 
fred and ought to do. | 

But to come to the purpoſe of yours, 
which-I received the 13th of this lament- 
able month, the very day of that hard 
ſentence pronounced apainit my. dear 
friend and huiband ; it was the faſt day, 
and jo I bad the apportumiry of rctiring 
without any taking notice of it, Which 
plraſes me beſt. What ſhall fav, 
Doctor? That I do live hy your rules ? 
No: I fhonld he, I bleſs God it hug 
long been my purpoſe, with ſome endea- 
vour, through mercy to do it. I hope 
may conclude 1 grieve without ſinning; 


yet J cannot attain to that love of God 


and ſubmiſhon to all his pros idences that 
can rejoice in; however, I bleſs him 
for his infinite mercy, in a ſupport thut is 
not wrong it from the worl: (thoug!i my 
heart is tow woven bound up in the blef(- 
ings I have yet left); and I hope chielly 
he has enabled me ty reqnice in him as 
my everlaſting portion, and in the aſ- 
ſue hope of good things in the other 
world. 

Good Doctor, we are. travelling the 
fame way, and hope through mercy to 
meet at the ſune happy end of all our 
labours here, in an eternal ret; and it is 
of great advantage to that attainment, 
communicating pious thoughts to euch 
other : nothing on this ſide heaven goes 
ſo near to it; aud being where God is, 
it is heaven. If he be in our hearts there 
Mill be peace and ſatis faction, when one 
tecollects the happineſs. of ſuch a Rate 
(which, if my heart deceives me not, I 
hope is mine; and I will try roexperience 
mort and more that bleſſ-d promite, 


Come unto me all ye that are heavy 


« laden, and I will give you eaſe.” 
This day aud this ſubject inclines me to 
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be very Jong, and might to another be 
too tedious; but I know it is not fo to 


Dr. Fitzwilliam, who uſes to feaſt in the 


houſe of mourning. However, my time 
to open my chamber door is near; and ! 
take ſome care not to affect in theſe te- 
tirements. In all circumſtances I rem:in, 
Sir, your conſtantly obliged friend and 
ſervant. 


LATTER |xXX. 
I ady Riel to Lady Ruſſell, 


Fever I could retaliate with my ſiſter 
Ruſſell, it would be now on the ſuh- 
jet of death, when 1 have all this my 
frideft month been reflecting on what I 
ſaw and felt; and yet what can I lay 
more than to acquieſce with you that it 
is a folemn thing to think of the conſe— 
quences of death to helievers and un- 
belicyers! That it is a contemplation 
ought to be of force to make us 4iligent 
for the approaching change, I muſt own; 
yet I doubt it does ſo but on a few. 
That you are one of thoſe happy ones I 
conclude, if I knew no more rcalon for it 
than the bare concluſion of yours, that 
the bare meditation is ſufficient to pro- 
voke to care; for when a heart is fo well 
touched it will act; and who has perhaps 
by an abſolute ſurrender of - herſelf to 


knit her foul to God, as will make her 


dear in his ſight. We le under innu— 
merable obligations to. be his entirely; 
and nothing ſhuuld be lo attracting to us, 
as his mmaculous love in ſending his Son; 
but my ſtill ſinart ſorrow for carthly lofles 
makes me Know loved inord:natecly, and 
my profit in the {chooi of Adverſity has 
been fmall, or I ſhould have long fince 
turned my mourning into rejoicing thank- 
fulneſs, that T had ſuch a friend to loſe; 
that IH him I loved as my own foul 
take ſuch a proſpect of death, as made 
him, when brought to it, walk through 
the daik ahd ſhaded valley (notwith- 
Sanding the natural averſion to ſepara— 
tion) without fearing evil: for if we in 
our limited degrees of goodneſs will not 
jor/ike thoſe that depend on us, much 
tel: can God caſt us from him when we 
teck to him in our calamity. And though 
he denied my carnit and repeated prayers, 

et he his not denied me the ſupport of 
ſis Holy Spirit, in this my long day of 
calamity, but enabled me in ſome mea- 
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ſure to rejoice in him as my portion for 
ever; who has provided a remedy for all 
our griefs, by his ſure promiſes of another 
life, where there is no death, nor any 
pain er trouble, but a fulneſs of joy in 
the preſence of God, who made us and 
loves us for ever. 


ET TER XXYXI. 
From the ſame to Lady Sunderland. 


Your kind letier, Madam. aſks me to 

do much better for myſelf and mine, 
than to ſc: ibble ſo inſignificantly as I do 
in a piece of paper; but for twenty ſe- 
veral reaſons yours muſt have the advan- 
tage you'off r me, with ob iging earneſt. 
nels, a thouſand times greater than I de- 


ſerve, or there can be cauſe for, but that 


you have taken a reſolution to be all 
goodneſs and favuur tome, And indeed 
what greater mark can you almoſt give 
than remembering me lo often and letting 
me -receive the exceeding advantage of 
your doing ſo by reading your letters, 
which are all. ſo edifying? when I know 
you are continually engaged in fo great 
and neceſſary employments as you are, 
and have but too imperfect health; which 
to any other in the world but Lady Sun- 
derland would unfit for at leaſt fo great 
diſpatches as you are charged with, 'T'hcle 
are meſt viſible tokens of providence, 
that every one that aims to do their duty 
ſhall ' be enabled to do it, 

I hope your n»tural (trength 1s ſo great 
that it will, in ſome time, it you do your 
part, maſter what has been accidentally 
in the diſorder of it. Health, if one 
ſtrictly conſiders, is the fufſt of ea thly 
pleſſings; for even the converſation of 
friends, which as to ſpiritual profits, as 
you excellently obſerve, is the neareſt ap- 
proach we can make to heaven While we 
live in theſe tadernacles of clay; fo it is 
in a temporal ſenſe alſo, the moſt pleaſant 
and the moſt profitable improvement we 
can make of the time we are to ſpend on 
earth. But, as I was ſaying, if our bo- 
dies are out of tune, how ill do we enjoy 
what in itſelf is ſo precious? and how 
often muſt we chuſe, if we can attain it, 


a ſhort ſlumber, that may take off our 


ſenſe of pain, than to accept what we 
know in worth excels almoſt to infinite- 
neſs? No ſoul can ſpeak more feelingly 
than my poor ſelf on this ſubject; who 

can 
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can truly ſay, my friendſhips have made 


all the joys and troubles of my life ; 
and yet who would live and not love ? 
Thoſe who have tried the inſipidneſs of it 
would, I believe, never chuſe it. Mr. 
Waller ſays, „ tis (with finging) all we 
„% know they do above.” And it is 
enough; for if there is ſo charming a 
delight in the love, and ſuitableneſs in 
kumours, to creatures, what muſt it be 
to our clarified ſpi its to love in the pre- 
(ence of God! Can there be a greater 
contemplation to provoke to diligence for 
our preparation - to that great change, 
where we ſhall be perfected. and ſo con- 
tinue for ever? | ſee I have ſcribbled a 
gieat deal of paper; I dare not read it 
ſeſt I ſhould be forry Lady Sunderland 
ſhould; and yet can now fend her nothing 
if wot this, for my eyes grow ill fo faſt, I 
relive to do nothing of this fort by can- 
dle-light. 


LETTER Un 
Archbiſhop Tillotſon to Lady Rull. 


Lambeth-houſe, Auguſt 26th, 1693. 
Madam, 
'T Hover nobody rejoices more than 
myſelf in the happineſs of your La- 
dyihipand your children, yet in the hurry 
in which you muſt needs have been, I 
cond not think it fit for to give you the 
difturbance fo much as of a letter, which 


_ otherwiſe had both in triendſhip and good 


manners, been due upon this great occa- 
lon. But now that buſy time is in a 
good meature over, I cannot forbear after 
ly any as, I am ſure, have been before 
me, to congratulate with your Ladyſhip 
this happy match of your daughter; for 
tn Thewtly pray it may prove, and have 
great realon to believe it will, becauſe I 
cannot hut look upon it as part of the 
comet and rewaid of your patience and 
luhmitlion to the will of God, under that 
loci and moſt heavy affliction that could 
have befallen you, and when God ſends 
an! mtends a bleſſing, it ſhall have no 
101 i ow or evil with It. 

[ intreat my Lord Roſs and his Lady 
to xccept of my humble ſervice, and my 
0 "ty withes of great and laſting happi- 

ly poor wife is at preſent very ill, 
which goes very near me: and having 
laid this, I know we ſhall have your 


| ſeized upon you. 
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prayers, I intreat you to give my hum- 
ble ſervice to my Lord of Bedford, and 
my Lord Cavendiſh and his Lady. I 
could upon ſeveral accounts be melan- 
choly, but I will not upon ſo joyful an 
occahon. I pray God to preſerve and 
bleſs your Ladyſhip, and all the good a- 
mily at Woborne, and to make us all 
concerned to prepare ourſelves with the 


greateſt care for a better life. -I am, 


with all true re{pe& and eſteem, Madam, 
your Ladyſhip's moſt faithful and moſt 
humble ſervant. 


rn 


From the ſame to the ſame. 


Lambeth-houſe, OR. 1 3th, 1693. 
HAVE forborne, Madam, hitherto even 
to acknowledge the receipt of your 
Ladyſhip's letter, and your kind concern- 
ment for mine and my wife's health, be- 
cauſe I ſaw how unmerciful you, were to 
your eyes in your laſt letter tome; fo 
that I ſhould certainly have repented the 
provocation I gave you 'to it by mine, 
had not ſo great and good an occaſion 
made it neceſſary. | 

1 had intended this morning to have 
ſent Mr, Vernon to Woborne, to have 
enquired of your Ladyſhip's health, hay- 
ing but newly heard, that fince your re- 
turn from Belvoir, a dangerons fever had 
But yeſterday morn- 
ing at council, I happily met with Mr, 
Ruſſell, who, to my great joy, told me, 
that he hoped that danger was over; for 
which I thank God with all my heart, 
becauſe I did not know how fatal the 
event might be, after the care and hurry 
you had been in, and in fo ſickly a ſea- 
lon. | 
The King's return is now only hinder- 
ed by contrary winds. I pray God to 
ſend him fafe to us, and to direct him 
what to do when he is come, I wag 
never ſo much at my wit's end conc-rn- 
ing the public. God only can bring us 
out of the labyrinth we are in, and I 
truſt he will. 

My wife gives her moſt humble ſervice 
and thanks to you for your concernment 
for her, and does rejoice equally with me 
for the good news of your recovery 

Never ſince I knew the world had I fo 
much reaſon to value my friends. In the 
condition I now am I can have no new 
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ones, or, if I could, I can have no aſſur- 
ance that they are ſo. I could not at a 
diſtance believe that the upper end of the 
world was fo hollow as I find it. I ex- 
cept a very few, of whom. I can believe 
no ill till I plainly fee it. 

I have ever earneſtly coveted your 


letters; but now I do as earneſtly beg of 


you to ſpare them for my ſake, as well as 
your own. With my very humble fer- 


vice to my good Lord of Bedford, and to 
all yours, and my hearty pravers to God 


for you all, I remain, Madam, your 
Ladyſhip's moſt obliged and obedient 
ſervant “. 


LET FE XXXIE. 
The Biſhop of Saliſbury to Lady Kufſe tt. 


Saliſbury, 31ſt October, 1696. 
1 Do heartily congratulate with your 
* Ladyſhip for this new blefling. God 
has now heard your prayers with relation 
to two of your children, which is a good 
exrneſt that he will hear them in due time 
with relation to the third. You begin to 
ſee your children's children; God grant 


— 


vou may hikewiſe ſee peace upon lirael. 


And now that God hath fo built up your 
" houſe I hope you will fet yourſelf 10 


build a houſe ef prayer for the honour of 
* 


his name. c 

You hare paſſed through very different 
ſcenes of lite. God has reſerved the beſt 
to the laſt. I do make it a ſtanding part 
of my poor prayers - twice a day, that as 
now your family is the greate{t in its 
three branches that has been in England 
in our age, ſo that it may in every one of 


Ihe Archbiſhop's correſpondence with 
Lady Ruſtell had been wterrupted on her 
part for many months, by the diſorder in her 
eves increating to ſuch a degree, that ſhe was 
eb!:iged, on the 27th of June 1694, to ſubmit 
to the operation of conching. Upon this oc- 
caſion his Grace drew up 2 prayer two days 


aſter, in which he touched upon the death 


of her huſband, whom the holy and righ- 
* teous Providence, fays he, permitted 
„ ſunder a colour of law and juſtice} to be 
« [unjuſtly] cut off from the land of the 
* living.” But overthe words between the 
brackets, after the firſt writing, he drew a 
line as intending to eraſe them, probably 
from a reflection that they might be too 
* . . 

ſtrong, or leſs ſuitable to a prayer. June 
23th he wrote to the Biſhop of Saliſbury, 
cannot forbear to tell you, that my Lady 
© Rulſſell's eye was couched yeſterday morn- 
ing with very good ſucceſs; God be 


<« praifed for it. Sireb. 
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theſe anſwer thoſe bleſſings by an exem- 
plary holineſs, and that both you and 
they may be public bleſſings to the age 


and nation. 


I do not think of coming up yet this 


fortnight, if I am not called for T. I 
humbly thank yourLadyſhip for giving me 
this early notice of ſo great a bleſſing to 
vou. I hope it ſhall ſoon be completed 
by my Lady Roſs's full recovery. Mrs, 
Burnet is very ſenſible of the honqur your 
Ladyſhip does her in thinking of her, 
and does particularly rejoice in God's. 
goodnels to you, I am, with the higheſt 
jenſe of gratitude and reſpect poſſible, 
Madam, your Ladyſhip's moſt humble, 
molt obedient, and moſt obliged ſervant, 
. 
Lady Ruſſell to King William, 

Sir, 3 

RATHER chuſe to trouble your Ma- 

jeſty with a letter, than be wanting in 
my duty, in the moſt ſubmiſſive manner 
imaginabie, to acknowledge the honour 
and favour I am told your Majeſty de— 
ſigns for Lord Rutland and his family, in 
which I am ſo much intereſted, 

It is an act of great goodneſs, Sir, in 
you ; and the generous manner you have 
been pleaſed to promiſe it in, makes the 
honour, if poſſible, greater. As you will 
lay an eternal obligation on that family, 
be pleaſcd to allow me to anſwer for all 
thoſe I am related to; they will look on 


themſelves equally honourcd with Lord 
Rutland, 


The Marquis of Halliſax ſaid of Biſhop 
Burnet, “ He makes many enemies by ſett- 
ing an  1{i-natured example of hing, 
„which they are not inchned to follow. 
His indifference for preferment, his con- 
te tempt not only of ſplendor, but of all un- 
** neceilary plenty, his degrading Himſelf in- 
** to the loweſt and moſt painful duties of his 
„calling, ae ſuch unprelatical qualities, 
„ that, let him be never fo orthodox in 
« other things, in theſe he muſt be a diſſen- 
& ter, Virtues of ſuch a ſtamp are ſo many 
« hereſies in the opinion of thoſe divines 
+ who have ſoſtened the primitive injunc- 
tions, fo as to make them ſuit better with 
the preſent frailty of mankind. No won- 
« der then if they are angry, ſince it is in 
their own defence; or that f om a prin- 
e ciple of ſelf preſervation, they ſhould en- 
* dzavour to ſuppreſs a man whoſe parts are 
© a {hame, and whoſe life is a ſcandal to 
„them.“ Both he and Tillotſon, as well 


as many other Chriſtian Biſhops, were averic 


to pluralities and non- reſidence. 


Sec. III. 


Rutland, by your favour to his family, 
and J am ſure will expreſs their acknow- 
ledgments to your Majeſty in the moſt 
dutiful manner, to the beſt of their ſer- 
vices; in which I earneſtly deſire my fon 
Bedford may exceed, as he has been firſt 
and early honoured with the marks of 
your favour. And I hope I may live to 
ſee your Majeſty has beſtowed one more 


upon him, who appears to me to have no 
other ambition, except what he prefers 


— 


above all others, making himſelf accept- 


able to your Majeſty, and living in your 
good opinion, Fa 

| preſume to ſay, I believe there is na 
ſauit in his intentions of duty towards 
your Majeſty, nor I truſt ever will be; 
and that as- his years increafe, his per- 
tormances will © better declare the faith- 
lulneſs of his mind, which will hugely 


enlarge the comforts of your Majeſty's 


mot humble, moſt dutiful, and moſt 
obedient ſeryant. 
N. B. Lady Ruſſell's indorſement on the 
foregoing leiter is in theſe words : 
To the King, 1701-2, about firſt of 
March, and found in his pocket 


vw hen dead. 


1 


. From the ſame to (Reuwigny) Earl of 


Galway *. 
June 1711. 
Las! my dear Lord Galway, my 
X thoughts are yet all diſorder, confu- 
ton and amazement: and I think I am 
very incapable of ſaying or doing what J 


ſhould. 


I did not know the greatneſs of my 


love to his perſon nll I could fee it no 
more. When nature, who will be miſtreſs, 


tas in ſome meaſure with time relieved 


Lady Ruſſell's only ſon Wriothefley, 
Puke of Bedford, died of the ſmall-pox in 
ay 1717, in the 31ſt year of his age; up- 
en which occaſion this letter was written. 
To this affliction ſucceeded, in November 
1*21, the loſs of her daughter, the Dutcheſs 
vf Rutland, who died in child-bed. Lacy 
Ruſtel, after ſeeing her in the coſſin went to 
her other daughter, marricd to the Duke of 


- Devonſhire, from whom it was neceſſary to 


conceal her gricf, ſhe being” at that time in 
child-bed likewiſe; theretore ſhe aſſumed a 
cheerful air, and with aſtoniſhing reſolution, 
2creeable to truth, auſwered her anxious 
daughter's enquirics with theſe words: © I 
have ſcen your ſiſter out of bed to-day,” 
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herſelf, then, and not till then, I truſt the 
Goodneſs, which hath no bonnds, and 
whoſe power is irreſiſtible, will aſſiſt me 
by his grace to reſt contented with what 
his unerring providence has appointed 
and permitted. And I ſhall feel eaſe in 
this contemplation, that there was nothing 
uncomfortable in his death, but the Johng 
him. His God was, I verily believe, 
ever in his thoughts. Towards his laſt 
hours he called upon him,and complained 
he could not pray his prayers. To what 
I anfwered, he ſaid, he wiſhed for more 
time to make up his accounts with God. 
1 hen with remembrance to his ſiſters, and 
telling me how good and kind his wife 
had been to him, and that he ſhould have 
been glad to have expreſſed himſelf to 
her, ſaid ſomething to me and my double 
kindneſs to his wife, and fo diced away. 
There ſeemed no reluctancy to leave this 
world, patient and eaſy the whole time, 
and I believe knew his danger, but loth 
to grieve thoſe by him, delayed what he 
might-have faid. But why all this? The 
decree is paſt. I do not alk your prayers, 
I know you offer them with fincerity to 
our Almighty God for your afflicted 


kinſwoman. 


* 


LETTER XXXVIE 
From the ſame to the ſame. 


HAVE before me, my good Lord, two 

of your letters, both partially and ten- 
derly kind, and coming from a fincere 
heart and honeſt mind (the laſt a plain 
word but, if I miſtake not, very figrifi- 
cant), are very comfortable to me, who I. 
hope have no proud thoughts of myſelf, 
as to any fort, The opinion of an 
eſteemed friend, that one is not very 
wrong, aſſiſts to ſtrengthen a weak and 
willing mind to do her duty towards that 
Almighty Being, who has from infinite 
bounty and goodneſs fo chequered my 
days on this earth, as I can thankfully 
retlect I have felt many, I may ſay many 
years of pure, and I tru innocent, plea- 
lant content, and happy enjoyments as 
this world can afford, particularly that 
biggeſt bleſſing of loving and being 
loved by thoſe | loved and teſpected: on 
earth no enjoyment certainly to be put in 
the balance with 4t, All other are like 
wine, intoxicates for a time, but the end 
is bitternels, at leait not profitable. Me. 
Waller (whoſe picture you look upon) 
has, I long remember, theſe words: | 

Cecs: = All 
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All we know they do above 
Is, that they fing, and that they love. 


The beſt news I have heard is, you 
have two good companions with you, 
which I nuſt will contribute to divert you 
this ſharp ſeaſon, when after ſo ſore a fit 
as I apprehend you have felt, the air 
even of your impro ing pleaſant garden 
cannot be enjoyed without hazard. 

Ihe Queen has appointed twelfth-day 


| for a drawing-room, and ſeveral tables 


for play, but there was none till yelter- 
dav, and how that paſſed I know not. 

[ heard a lady ſay yeſterday, that the 
Ambaſſador had turned away four ſer- 
vants for ſelling wine by bottles, and that 
ſhe had taſted his Burgundy, which was 
very good “. | 


LET TER EXXVII. 
Biſho of Litchfield and Coventry + to Lady 
K 1 


4% C. 


Madam, 27th July 1717. 
SHOULD have done myſelf this honour 
long ſince, could I have had the va- 
nity to think 1 knew any thing which 
would not come to your Ladyſlip by 
better hands; but you, Madam, have ac- 


count of the moſt important matters from 


perſons who cannot be deceived ; and I 
am ſure you are above the reliſh of thoſe 
common things which ſupply the news 
and converſit ion of the town. 

J cannot, however, leave this place 


(which I purpoſe to do on Monday next) 


without preſenting my molt humble re- 
ſpects to your Ladyſhip, and my ſincere 
prayers to Almighty God, for health and 
happinels to yourſelf and all yours. 

I leave a place Which is now pretty 
empty ſince the royal family went to 
Hampton Court, where the public man- 
ner in Which the King lives, makes it the 


rendezvous, not only of the miniſters and 


great men, but of the people of all ranks 
and conditions. He dines openly, and 
with company every day, and the novelty 
of the ſight draws a mighty concourſe, 
After ſo long a reſerve we may caſily 


* The concluſion and date loſt, 

+ John Hough, afterwards ealled the good 
Bithop of Worceſter, greatly promoted the 
* died March 8, 1743, aged 
above 92. ; 
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imagine how great a conſtraint he puts 


upon himſelf ; but he certainly does a 


right thing, for by this means his face 


(which ſpeaks nothing but what is great 
and good) will not only be familiar to his 
people, but he will enter into a degree 
of intimacy with the nobility, above what 
could be arrived at in the cabinet or 
drawing-room. Would to God it might 


prove the happy occaſion of bringing 


him and the prince to a better under- 
ſtanding ; for upon that depends the eſta- 
bliſhment of our peace, and we have al- 
ready felt how much the want of it has 
ſhaken us, but there does not ſeem to be 
any appearance that way; this ſtil] con- 
tinues to be the dark fide of our proſpect, 
and were it not that God has already 
carried fo many threatening clouds over 
our heads, one would dread to think how 
heavy this may fall 1. I am now going 
to a place where I refolve to make as few 
of thele reflections as is poſſible, for they 
are attended with anxiety of thought, 
and raiſe apprehenfions of danger, which 
by an hundred ways unforeſeen by us, 


Providence may pleaſe to diſ:ppoint ; but 


I mention them to your Ladyſhip, be- 


cauſe 1 know you to be one of thoſe very 


few who can make a right vſe of them; 


by uſing them as occalion of fervent 


prayer for the public welfare, without 
ſuffering them to raiſe a paſſion or diſ- 
turb your mind. 

Give me leave, Madam, to wiſh you 
all the happineſs your own ſoul can de- 
fire, and to profeſs myſelf, as I do with 
great h:imility and truth, Madam, your 
Ladyfhip s molt obedient and moſt faith- 
fu] ſervant. 

I beg leave to preſent my moſt humble 
ſervice to good Lord Gallway. My 
wife's humble duty attends your Lady- 
ſhip ; and we are both full of acknow- 


ledgment for the fine piece of veniſon 


you were pleaſed to ſend us. 


t Tindal, ſpeaking of the difference be- 
tween King George I. and the Prince, ſays, 
it aroſe from the Prince's refenting the. Duke 
of Newcaſtle's ſtanding god-father in his 
own name to Prince George William {who 
was born 2d Nov. 171), died 6th Feb, 
1717-18) and not as proxy fo: the Duke of 
York, Biſhop of Oſnabrug, his uncle; on 
which the King was diſpleaſed. But by this 


letter it appears there was a diſagreement - 


before. 
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in 
Mr. Locke to Mr. Molyneux. 


Sir, London, Sept. 2oth, 1692. 
T being nothing that I think of 
ſo much value as the acquaintance 

and friendſhip of knowing and worthy 
men, you may eaſily gueſs how much [I 


find mylelt obliged, I will not ſay by the 


offer of it, but by the gift you have mad: 
me of yours. That which confirms me 
in the aſſurance of it, is the little pre- 
tence I have to it. For, knowing myſelf 
as I do, I cannot think fo vainly of my- 
ſelf, as to imagine that you ſhould make 
ſuch overtures and ex preſſions of kindneſs 
to me for any other end, but merely as 
the pledges and exerciſe of it. I return 
you therefore my thanks, as for the 
greateſt and moſt acceptable preſent you 
could have made me; and defire you to 
believe, that ſince I cannot hope that the 
returns which I made you of mine ſhould 
be of any great uſe to you, I ſhall endea- 
vour to make it up, as well as I can, with 
an high eſteem and perfect ſincefity. 
You muſt therefore expect to have me 
live with you hereafter, with all the li- 
berty and aſſurance of a ſettled friend- 
ſhip. For meeting with but few men in 
the world whoſe acquaintance | find much 
reaſon to covet, | make more than ordi- 
nary haſte into the familiarity of a ra- 
tional inquirer after, and lover of truth, 
whenever I can light on any ſuch, There 
are heauties of the mind, as well as of the 
body, that take and prevail at firſt fight : 
and wherever I have met with this, I 
have readily ſurrendered myſelf, and 
have never ye! been deceived in my ex- 
pectation. Wonder not therefore, if, 
having been thus wrought on, I begin to 
converſe with you with as much treedom 
as if we had begun our acquaintance 
when you were in Holland; and deſite 
your advice and aſſiſtance about a ſecond 
edition of my Eſſay, the former being 
now diſperſed. You have, I perceive, 


read it over ſo carefully, more than once, 
that I know nobody I can more reafon- 


ably conſult about the miſtakes and de- 
feets of it. And I expett a great deal 
more from any objections you ſhould 
make, who comprehend the whole de- 
hgn.and compaſs of it, than from one 
who has read but a part of it, or meaſures 
it, upon a flight reading, by his own pre- 


judices, 


It in the next edition. 
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You will find, by my epiſtle to 
the reader, that I was not inſenſibſe of the 
favit 1 committed by being too long up- 
on ſome points, and the repetitions that 
by my way of writing of it had got in, 
I let it paſs with, but not without advice 
ſo to do. But now that my notions are 
got into the world, and have in ſome 
meaſure buſtled through the oppoſition 
and difficulty they were like to meet with 
from the received opinion, and that pre- 
poſſeſſion which might hinder them from 
being underſtood upon a ſhort propoſal 
I aſk-you whether it would not be better 
now to pare off, in a ſecond edition, a 
great part of that which cannot but ap- 
pear ſuperfluous to an intelligent and at- 
tentive reader, If you are of that mind, 
I ſhall! beg the favour of you tu mark to 
me thoſe-paſſages which you would think 
fitteſt to be left out. If there be any 
thing wherein you think me miſtaken, I 
beg- you to deal freely with me, that 
either I may clear it up to you, or reform 
For I flatter my- 
ſelf that Lam fo fincere a lover of truth, 
that it is very indifferent to me, fo I am 
pollefled of it, whether it be my own 
or any other s diſcovery, For I count 
any parcel of this gold not the leſs to be 
valued, nor not the leſs enriching, be- 
cauſe ] wrought it not out of the mine 
myſelf, I think every one ought to con- 
tribute to the common ſtock, and to have 
no other ſcruple or ſnhyneſs about the re- 
ceiving of truth, but that he be not im- 
poſed on, and take couunterteit, and what 
will nut bear the touch, for genuine and 
real truth. I doubt not but to one of 
your largeneis of thought, that in the 
reading of my book you mils ſeveral 
things, that perhaps belong to my ſub- 
jet, and you would think belongs to the 
ſyſtem : it in this part too you will com- 
municate your thoughts, you will do me 
a favour, For though I will not fo 
Hatter myſelf, as to undertake to fill up 


the gaps which, you may obſerve in it; 


yet it may be cf ule, where mine is at 
a ſtand, to ſuggelt to others matter of 
farther contemplation. This I often 
find, that what men by thinking have 


made clear to themſelves, they are apt to 


think that upon the firſt ſuggeſtion it 
ſhould be fo to others, and fo let it. go 
not ſufficiently explained: not conſider- 
ing what may be very clear to them- 


ſclvcs, may be very obicure to others. 


Your 


% 


mot heard. 
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Your penetration and quickneſs hinders 
me from exptEting from you many com- 
plaints of this kind. But if you have 
met with any thing, in your reading of 
my book, which at firſt ſight you ſtucł 
at, } thaill think it a * reaſon, in 


the next edition, to amend it for the be- 


neſit of meaner readers, 

The rema:iks of that learned gentle- 
man you mention, winch you ſay you 
have in your —_— i (hall receive as a 
f.vour from y. 


Though ap the view I had ef moral 


ideas, whilſt | was conſriering that ſub— 
ject, I thought I ſaw.that morality might 
be demonſtratively made out; vet whe- 
ther 1 am able 16 to make it out, is an- 
other queſtion. Every one could not 
have demonitrated what Mr. Newton's 
book bath fhewn to be demonttrible : 


but ro ſhew my readineſs to obey your 


commands, I ſhall not decline, the firlt 
leiſure I can get, to employ fome 
thoughts that way: unleſs I had what 
I' haic ſaid in wy Effay ſhail have ftured 
up ſome abler man to prevent me, 
and elſectually do that ſei vice to the 
world. 

We had here, i th , 1 very 
ſenſible earthquake, there being ſcarce 
an houſe herein it was not by {ome 
body or other felt. We have news of it 
ot . ſeveral places from Cologn, as f:r as 
Briſtol. Whether it reached you, I have 
If it did, I would be glad ro 
know what was the exact time it was felt, 
if any body oblerved it. By the Queen's 
pendulum at Tenſington, which the make 
Hopped trom gung, it was two hœurs 7 
mendiem. A\ W hitehall, where I 5 
ler ved it, it was by my watch two hours 
fie minutes if meridiem: Which, tup- 
poſing the Queen's pendulum went exact, 
and adding ihe equation of that day, 
will fall near the time marked by my 
walch, or a little later. It there could 
be found people that, in the whole ex 
tent of It, did hy well-adjuſted clocks 
exactly obſerve the time, one might tee 
whether it were all one ſhock, or pro- 
ceeded gradually from one place to an- 
other. 

I thank you for having taken Dr. Si- 
he hu into your p.o'ectio! W. I deſire you, 
with niy ſervice, to prefont my moſt 
humble thanks to your br.ther, for the 
favour of his letter; tu whica, though J 


have not time this poſt to return an an- 
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_ Your civility, and not refervednet; 


in my book, than | mytelf. 


7 BEAN. ITY] beg your opinion. 
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ſwer, I ſhall not long ny my acknows 
ledgments. 
I hope you will ſee, by the freedom 
I have here taken with you, that I begin 
to reckon myſelf amongſt your acquaint- 
ance. Uſe me fo, I beſcech you. If 
there be any ſervice. I can do you here, 
employ me, with an affurance that T am, 
Sir, your moſt N and molt faithful 
ſervant. 


LETTER XI. 
Mr. Locke io Nr. Mo!ynenx. 


Sir, Oates, 2oth January 9 
þ; ant I known | ſhould within fo fe 
d1ys have received the favour of ſuch 

a letter as yours of 224 December, I 
ould not have troubled you with mine, 


that went hence but a little before the 


receipt of yours TI was afraid, in 1eal- 
ing the be ginning of vouis, that I had 
not fo great an intereſt i in you as I flat- 
tered myſelt, and vpon a preinnprion 
whereof it was-thit I took the liberty 
fo confidently to a your advice concern. 
ing the ſecond edition of my book. But 
what followed ſa isfed me that it was 
3, made 
you tell me, that the ſame hand which 
hiſt firmed mit, is b-& able to reform it, 


Could 1 flatter myielf fo as to think I 


deſerved all that vou Jay'of me in your 
obliging letter, I thould yer think von a 
better judge of. what is to be reformed 
You have 
given the world proofs of your great pe- 
netration, and I have tec eve great 
m:rks of your candour. But were the 
N ny b tween us as much to my ad- 
vantage as it is on the other fade, I ſhould 
VV hat- 
ſoerer is our own, Jet us do What we can, 


'Rands a little too near us, to be viewed 


as it fhould : and though we ever ſo fin- 
cerely aim at truth, yet our own thoughts, 
judging (fi of our own thoughts, may 
be ſuſpected to overlook errors and mil- 
takes. And I ſhould think he valued 
himſelf more than truth, and preſumed 
too much on his own abilities, who would 
not be 1 8 to have all the exceptions 
that conl( 
frien:!, befor © he ventured any thing into 
the public 1 therefore heart] „than Kk 
you for thoſe you have ſent me, and for 
cen'uiting ſome of your friends to the 
ane 


in:de by any ingenious 
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ſume purpoſe; and beg the favour, if 
any thing more occurs frum your 3 
tho ughts, or from them, you will. 

pl leated to communicate it to me, if it ” 
but thoſe erraia ty; ograpiica you meet 
with, not taken notice of in the table, 
I confeſs I thought ſome of the expii- 
cations in my buok too Jong, though 
turned ſeveral ways, to mike thoſe ab- 


tract notions the eater fink into minds 


prej! judiced in the ordinary way of educa- 
tion, and therefore I was of a mind to 
contract it. But finding you and ſome 
other friends of mine, hom I conſulted 
in the caſe, of a contrary opinion, and 
that you judge the redundancy in it a 
pardovable fault, I ſhall take very little 
pains to reform it. . 


LE TER XLL 
From the ſame to the ſame, 


Sir, London, 28th March 1693. 
OUR ſilence, that ſpared me a great 
deal of teur and uneefinefs, by con- 
ccaling from me your ſickneſs till it was 
well over, 15 abundantly made amends 
for, by the joy it brings me in the news 
of your recovery. You have given me 
hole marks of your kindneſs to me, that 
vou will not t think it trange that I count 
vou amongſt my friends; and with thoſe 
Getiring to live with the caſe and free- 
dom of a perfect confidence, I never 
accuſe them to myſelf ot neglect or cold- 
eis, hen I fail to hear from them fo 
ſoon as [ expected or deſired: though 
d]! known you fo well before as I do 
now, fince your la it letter, I ſhould not 
e avoided being in pam upon acceunt 
ot vour health, 
| c:zn0t at all doubt the fincerity of 
y t ing you ſay to me; but yet give 
leave to think, that it is an exceſs of 


1 


lindnels alone could excuſe it from lock 


ug uke compliment. But I am convinced 
au love your friends extremely, where 
von have made choice of them, and then 
believe you can never think nor ſpeak 
tho well of them. I know not whether 
it belongs to a man who gets once in 
print, to read in his book that it is per- 
„, ant] that the author 18 infallible, 
1+4 I had ſuch an opinion of my own 
tuttczency before I writ, my Eſſay would 
ve brought me to another, and given 

ſuch a fight of the wearneſs of my 


— 
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underſtanding, that I could not fail to 
ſuſpect myſelf of error and. miſtake in 
many things I had writ, and to defire all 
the light 1 could get from others to fer 
me right. I have found you one of the 
likelieſt to afford it me; ; your clearneſs 
and candour gave me the confidence to 
alk your judgment ; and I take it for no 
ſmall aſſurance of your friendſhip that 
you have given it me, and have conde- 
ſcended to adviſe me of the printer's 
faults, which gives me hopes you have 

not concealed any you have obſerved in 
the work itſelf. The marginal ſumma- 
ries you deſire of the paragraphs, I ſhall 
take care to have added, were it only for 
your ſake 3 but I think too it will make 
the book the more uſeful. 

1 hat requeſt of yours you preſs fo 
earneſtly upon me, makes me hemoan 
the diſtance you are from me, which de- 
prives me of the aſſiſtance I might have 
from your opinion and judgment, before 
I ventured any thing into the public. It 
is ſo hard to find impartial freedom in 
one's friends, or an unhiafted judgment 
any where, that amongſt all the helps of 
converſation and acquaintance, I know 
none more wanted, nor more uſeful, than 
ſpeaking freely and candidly one's opi- 
nion upon the thonghts and compoſitions 
of another intended for the prels. Ex- 
perience has taught me that you are a 
triend of this rank, and theretore I can- 
not but heartily with that a ſen between 
us did not hinder me from the advantage 
of this good orhce. Had you been ,with- 
in reach, I ſhould have begged your ſe- 
vere examination of hat is now gone to 
the printer at your inſtance ; I had r»ther 
I could have (aid upon your peruſal, and 
with your correction. I am not, in my 
nature a lover of novelty nor contra- 
diction; but my notions in this Freatiſe 
have run me fo far out of the common 
road and practice, that I could have been 
glad to have had them allowed by fo 
ſober a judgment as yours, or topped, 
if they had appeared impracticable or 
extravagant, . from going any farther. 
That which your brother teils you on 
this occaſion, is not wholly beſides the 
matter. The main of what I now pub- 
liſh, is but what was contained 1 in ſeveral 
letters to a friend of mine, the greateſt 
part whereof were writ out of Holland. 
How your brother came to know of it I 
have clearly forgot, and do not remember 
- that 
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that ever I communicated it to any body 
there. Theſe letters, or at le alt ſome of 
them, have been ſeen by ſome of my 
acquaintance here, who would needs per- 
ſuade me it would be of uſe to pub iſh 
them : your impatience to ſee them has 
not, I affurc you, flackened my hand, or 
kept me in lupe ; and I with now 
they were out, that you might the ſooner 
ſce them, and I the ſooner have vour 
opinion of them. I know not yet whether 
I (hail ſet my name to this dilcourſe, and 
therefore ſhall deſte you to conceal it. 
You lee 1 make you. my confeſſor, for 
you have made yourkelf my friend. 


LETTER MI. 
Mr. Volyneux to Mr. Locze. 


Sir, Dublin, April x8th, 1693. 

HAVE latrly received farther teſtimo— 

nies of your kindnets and ſriepdthip 
to me, in your laſt of March 28th, w hich 
brings wi. hal the welcome news „f your 
having committed, your work of Edu- 
cation to he preſs; than which I know 
not any thing that I ever expected with 
a more ecarneit deſe. What my hro- 
ther told me, relatin ig 10 that treatiſe, he 
had from yourtlt in Holland, but, per- 
haps, you might ha e forgo t what palled 
between you on that occaſion. I per- 
ceive you fear the novelty of forme no- 
tions therein may ſcem extras Aan z; 
but, if I nay venture to judge of the 
author, I f:ar no ſuch thing from him. 
I count not but rhe work will he new 
and peculiar, as his other perf. mances z 
and this it is that renders them eitimible 
and pleaſant. He that travels the beaten 
roads, may chance imlced to have com- 
pany 3 but he that tab es his liberty, and 
manages it with judoment, is the man 
that makes uſeful difcoveries, and mutt 
deneficial to theſe that torlow him. Had 
Columbus never ventured farther than 
his predeceſſors, we had yet been igno— 
rant of a vait part of our earth, pre- 
ferable (as ſome ſay) to all the other 
three. And it none may be allowed to 
try the ocean of philoſophy farther than 
ouz ar;ccitors, we ſhall have but litile ad- 
vancements or diſcoveries made in the 
mundus 1ntcl/efualic; wherein, I believe, 
there is much more unknown than what 
we have yct found out, 
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LETTER XIII. 
From the ſame to the ſame. 


Sir, Dublin, Auguſt r2th, 1693. 
Vun of July 15th, came to my 
hands about a fortnight ſince 3 and 
had, ere this, acknowledged the favour 
thereof, but that I waited the arrival of 
your much deſired picce, Of Education, 
which came not to me til] about three 
days ago. I immediately fet myſelf to 
read it, as all things from its author, 
with the utmoſt attention; and I find it 
anſwerable to the higheſt expectations I 
had of it. And ſince, with your uſual 
modeſty, you are plealed to require my 


thoughts more particularly concerning it, 


] ſhall with all Hesdom, but at the fame 
time with all deference, propole them 
to yon, not doubting of your favonrable 
inte, vretatlo n and þ>: ardon, where you ſee 
i neadtul.. And fi: it, in general, think 
you propote nothing in your whole book 
but what is very reaſon ible, and very 
p: cticable, except only in one particular, 
which ſeems to bear hard on the tender 
ſpuits of child+en, and the natural affec- 
tions of parents: it is page 117, 118. 
where you adviſe, ** That a child ſhould 
© never be luffered to have what, he 
% craves, or lo much as ſp-aks for, 
© much leſs if he cries for it.“ I ac- 
knowledge what you ſay in explaining 
this rule, Sect. 101. in relation to na- 
tural wants, eſpecially that of hunger, 
may he well enough allowed; but in 
Sect. 162, where you come to apply it to 
wants of fancy and affectation, you feem 
too ſtrict and ſevere, You tay indeed, 
This will teach them to ſtifle their 

“ defires, and to practiſe mo leity and 
„ temperance ; but, for tevching theie 
virtues, I conceive we {hall have occa- 
ſions enough in relation to their hurtful 
deſires, without abriiging them ſo wholly 
in matters indifferent and innocent, that 
tend only to divert and pleafe their Þuly 
ſpirits. You allow indeed, “„ That it 
„% would he inhumanity to deny them 
„ thoſe things one perceives would de- 
light them :“ if ſo, 1 ſee no reaſon 
why, in a modeft way, and with ſub- 
miſſion to the wills of their ſuperiors, 
they may not be allowed to declare what 
will delight them. No, ſay you: „But 
„in all wants of fancy and affectaion, 
ah ext ſhould never, if once declated, be 
6 hearkened 
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J can never agree to, it being to deny 
that liberty between a child and its pa- 
rents, as we deſire, and have granted us, 
between man and his Creator. And as 


in this caſe man is allowed to declare his 


wants, and with ſubmiſſion to recommend 
his requeſts to God ; fo I think children 


may be allowed, by their parents or go- 


vernors. And as between the creature 


and the Creator all manner of repining, 
upon denial or diſappointment, is for- 


bidden ; ſo in the caſe of children, all 
frowardneſs or diſcontent, upon a refuſal, 
is ſeverely to be reprimanded. But thus 
far I agree with you in the whole,“ That 


« whether it be in wants natural or fan- 
« ciful, that they expreſs their deſires in 


« a froward humourſome manner, there 


« they. ſhould be. ſurely denied them.“ 


A tarther reaſon for my allowing child- 


ren a liberty of expreſſing their innocent 


delires is, that the contrary is imprac- 


ticable; and you muſt have the children 


almaſt moped for want of diverſion and 


recreation, or elſe you muſt have thoſe 
about them ſtudy nothing all day but 


how to find employment for them : and 
how this would rack the invention of any 
man alive, 1 leave you to judge. And 
beſides, were it an eaſy taſk for any 
adult perſon to ſtudy the fancy, the un- 
accountable fancy, and diverſion of chil- 
dren, the whole year round ; yet it would 
not prove delightful to a child; being not 
his own choice. But this, you will fay, 
is what you wonld have imprinted on 
them, „That they are not to chuſe for 
© themſelves :** but why not in harmleſs 
things, and plays or ſports, I ſee no 
reaſon, In all things of moment, let 
them live by the conduct of others wiſer 
than themſelres. 

This, Sir, is all, that in your whole 
book [ (tick at; to all the reſt I could 
ſubſcribe. And I am not a little pleaſed, 
when I confider that my own manage- 
ment of my only little one has hitherto 
been agreeahle, in the main, to your 
rules, fave only in what relates to his 
hardy breeding; which I was cautious 
in, becauſe he is come from a tender and 
ſickly mother; but the child himſelf is 
hitherto (God be thanked) very health- 
tul, though not very ftrong. 

The rules you give for the correcting 
of childien, and implanting in their 
minds an early ſenſe of praiſe or diſpraiſe, 
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« hearkened to or complied with.“ This 


of repute and diſhonour, are certainly 
very juſt, 5 

The contrivances you propoſe for 
teaching them to read and write, are very 
ingenious. And becauie I have practiſed 
one much of the fame nature, I will 
venture to deſcribe it. © It is by writ- 
ing ſyllables and words in print-hand, 
on the face of a pack of cards, with 


„ figures or cyphers adjoined to each 


« word; by which I can form twent 

e ſeveral ſorts of games, that ſhall teach 
e children both to read and count at the 
<«« ſame time; and this with great va- 
« riety.” One thing more I ſhall ven- 
ture to add to what you direct concern- 
ing writing ; that is, I will have my 
ſon taught ſhort-hand ; I do not mean 
to that perfection as to copy a ſpeech 
from the mouth of a ready ſpeaker, 


but to be able to write it readily for his 


own private buſineſs. Believe me, Sir, 
it is as uſeful a knack as a man of bu- 
ſineſs, or any ſcholar, can be maſter 
of ; and I have found the want of it 
mytelf, and ſcen the advantage of it in 
others frequently. | 
You are certainly in the right of it, 
relating to the manner of acquiring lan- 
guages, French, Latin, &c. and in what 


you lay down concerning grammar- 


ſchools, themes, verſes, and other learn- 
ing. But above all, what you dire& in 


every particular, for the forming of 


children's minds, and giving them an 

early turn to morality, virtue, religion, 

&c. is moſt excellent. | 
And I can only fay in 8 that 1 

can give no better proo 

your book in all theſe precepts, than by 


a ſtrict obſervance of them in the educa- - 
tion of my own ſon, which I ſhall purſue ' 
(God willing) as exactly as I can. One 


thing I fear I ſhall be at a loſs in, that 
is, a tutor agreeable to the character you 
preſeribe. Bur in this, neither ſhall my 
endeavours be winting, though I leave 
him the worſe eſtate, to leave him the 
better mind. —_ 
could heartily have wiſhed you had 
been more particular in naming the au- 
thors you would adviſe gentlemen to read, 
and be converſant in, in the ſeveral parts 
of learning you recommend to their 
ſtudy. Had you done this I know no 
logic that deferves to be named, but the 
Eſſay of Human Underſtanding So that 
J fear you would rather have left that 
D d d head 


of my liking 


% 
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head open, than recommended your own 
work. 8 
The laſt thing I ſhall take notice of, is 
what mightily, pleaſes me, it being the 
very thought of my own mind theſe many 
years; which is, your « recommending 
„a manual trade to all gentlemen.” 
This I have ever been for, and have 
wondered how it comes to paſs that it is 
ſo generally neglected; but the lazy, 
effeminate Wa, = that over-runs 
the nation, occaſions the negle& thereof. 


Painting I have ever deſigned for my 
' ſon; but you have raiſed two obiections 


againſt it, that ate not eaſily anſwered ; 
eloecially its taking up ſo much time 
to attain a maſtery in it. 

J have now given you my opinion of 
your book, and now I am obliged to 
thank you for ſending me a preſent which 
I fo highly value. 


LETTER XLIV. 
Mr. Locke to Mr. Molyneux, 


Sir, Oates, 23d Auguſt 1693. 
1 of Auguſt 12th, which Lie- 

ceived laſt night, eaſed of a great 
deal of pain your filence had for ſome 
time put me in; for you mull allow me 
to be concerned for your health, as for a 
friend that I could not think in danger, 
or a diſcaſe, without a concern and trou- 
ble, ſuitable to that great eſteem and love 
] have for you. But you have made me 
amends plentifully, by the length and 
kindneſs, and, let me add too, the free- 
dom of your letter, For the approba- 
tion you fo largely give to my book is 
the more welcome to me, and gives me 
the better opinion of my method, be- 
cauſe it has joined with it your exception 
to one rule of it; which I am apt to think 
you yourſelf, upon ſccond thoughts, will 
have removed, before J ſay any thing 


to your objections. | It confirms to me 


that you are the good-natured man I 
took you for; and I do not at all wonder 
that the affection of a kind father ſhould 
frartle at it, at firſt reading, and think 
35: very ſevere, that children ſhould not 
be ſuffered to expreſs their deſires ; for 
ſo you ſeem to underſtand me. And 
ſuch a reſtraint you fear, would be apt 


to mope them, and hinder their diver- 


fion. But if you pleaſe to look upon 


.the place, and obſerve wy drift, you wall 
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find that they ſhould not be indulged, or 
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complied with, in any thing their conceits 
have made a want to them, as neceſſary 


to be fupplied. What you fay, That 


children would be moped for want of 
diverſion and recreation, or elſe we muſt 
have thoſe about them ſtudy nothing all 
day but how to find employment for 
them, and how this would rack the in- 
vention of any man living, you leave 
me to judge, ſeems to intimate as if you 
underſtood that children ſhould do no- 
thing but by the preſcription of their 
parents or tutors, chalking out each 
action of the whole day in train to them, 


I hope my words expreſs no ſuch thing, 


for it is quite contrary to my ſenſe, and 
I think would be uſeleſs tyranny in their 
governors, and certain ruin to the child- 
ren. I am fo much for recreation, that 
J would, as much as poſſible, have all 
they do be made fo. I think recreation 
as neceſſary to them as their food, and 


that nothing can be recreation which does 


not delight. This, I think, I have fo ex- 
preſſed ; and when you have put that 
together, judge whether I would not 
have them have the greateR part of their 
time left to them, without reſtraint, to 
divert themſelves any way they think 


beſt, fo it be free from vicious actions, 


or ſuch as may introduce-victous habits. 


And therefore, if they ſhould aſk to play, 


it could be no more interpreted a want 


of fancy, than if they aſked for victuals 
when hungry ; though where the matter 
is well ordered, they will never need to 
do that : for when they have either done 
what their governor thinks enough in any 
application to what is uſually made their 
buſineſs, or are perceived to be tired with 
it, they ſhould of courſe be diſmiſſed to- 


their innocent diverſions, without ever 


being put to aſk for it. So that I am for 
the full liberty of diverſion as much as 
you can be; and upon a ſecond peruſal 
of my bock, 1 do not doubt but you will 
find me ſo. But being allowed that, as 
one of their natural wants, they ſhould 
not yet be permitted to Jet looſe their 
deſires or importunities for what they 
fancy. Children are very apt to covet 


what they fee thoſe above them in age 


have or do, to have or do the like, eſpe- 
cially if it be their elder brothers and 
lifters. Does one go abroad? the other 
ſtrait has a mind to it too. Has ſuch an 
one new or fine clothes, or play-things ? 


they 
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they, if you once allow it them, will be 
impatient for. the like, and think them- 
ſelves il} dealt with, if they have it 
not. This being indulged when they are 
little, grows up with their age, and with 
that enlarges itſelf to things of greater 
conſequence, and has ruined more fa- 
milies in the world than one. This ſhould 
be ſupprefſed in its very firſt riſe ; and 
the deſires you would not have encon- 
raged, you ſhould not permit to be ſpoken, 
which is the beſt way for them to ſilence 
them to themſelves. Children ſhould by 
conſtant uſe learn to be very modeſt in 
owning their deſires, and careful not to 
alk any thing of their parents but what 
they have reaſon to think their parents will 
approve of: and a reprimand upon their 
ill- bearing a refuſal comes too late, when 
the fault is committed and allowed; and 
if you allow themto aſk, you can ſcarce 
think it ſtrange they ſhould be troubled 
to be denied : fo that you ſuffer them to 
engage themſelves in the diforder, and 
then think the fitteſt time for a cure; 
and, I think, the ſureſt and eaſieſt way is 
prevention. For we muſt take the fame 
nature to he in children that is in grown 
men; and how often do we find men 
take ill to be denjed what they would 
not have been coneerned for if they had 
not aſked ? But I ſhall not enlarge any 
farther in this, believing you and I ſhall 
agree in the matter; and indeed it is 
very hard, and almoſt impoſſible, to give 
general rules of education, when there is 
ſcarce any one child which in fome caſes 
ſhould not be treated differently from 
another. All that we can do in general 
s only to ſhew what parents and tutors 
ſhould aim at, and leave to them the or- 
dering of particular cucumſtances, as the 
cue hall require. 

One thing give me leave to be impor- 
tunate with you about: you ſay your fon 
15 not very ſtrong; o make him ſtrong, 
' you muſt uſe him hardly, as I have di- 
rected ; but you muſt be ture to o it by 
very, inſenſible degrees, and begin an 
tard/hip you would bring him to only in 
the Spring. This is all the caution needs 
be uſed, I have an example of it in 
the houſe I hive in, where the only fon of 
a very tender mother was almoſt de- 
royed by a too tender keeping. He is 
now, by a contrary uſage, come to bear 
wind and weather, and wet in his feet : 
ind the cough which threatened him 


M ODE R N. 


387 
under that warm and cautious manage- 
ment, has left him, and is now no longer 
his parents conſtant apprehenſion, as it 
was. - 

I am of your mind as to ſhort- hand: 
I myfelf learned it fince I was a man, 
but had forgot to put it in when I writ 
as I have, I doubt not, overſeen a thou- 
fand other things, which might have 
been faid on this ſubjet. But it was 
only at firſt a ſhort ſcheme for a friend, 
and is publiſhed to excite others to treat 
it mare fully. | - 

I know not whether it would be uſeful 
to make a catalogue of authors to be read 
by a young man, or whether it could be 
done, unleſs one knew the child's temper, 
and what he was deſigned to. 


LETTER N. 


Sir, Dublin, June 2d, 1694. 
1 AM highly obliged to you for the fa- 

vour of your Jaft, of May 26th, which 
I received yeſterday. It brought me the 
welcome news of the ſecond edition of 
your Eſſay bein publiſhed; and that 
you have favoured me with a copy, 
which I ſhall! ex, et with ſome impa- 
tience; and when I have peruſed it, I 
ſhall, with all freedom, give you my 


thoughts of it. 


And now that you have cleared your 
hands of your ſecond edition, I hope you 
may have leiſure to turn your thoughts to 
the ſubje&t I have fo often propoſed to 
vou; but this you will ſay, is a cruelty 
in me, that no ſooner you are rid of one 
trouble, but I ſet you on another. Truly, 
Sir, were I fenfible it could be a trouble 
to you, I ſhould hardly preſume fo far 
on your goodneſs; but I know thoſe 
things are ſo ealy and natural to your 
mind, that they give you no pain in the 
production. And I know alfo, ſuch is 
your univerſal love of mankind, that you 
count nothing troubleſume that tends to 
their good, in a matter of ſo great con- 
cernment as morality. 

I have formerly told you what care I 
propoſed to take in the education of my 
only child. I muſt now beg your par- 


don if I trouble you in a matter wherein 
I ſhall be at loſs without your aſſiſtance. 
He is now five years old, of a moſt to- 
wardly and promiſing diſpoſition ; bred 
exactly, 
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exactly, as far as his age permits, to the 
rules you preſcribe, I mean as to form- 
ing his mind and maſtering his paſſions. 
He reads very well, and I think it time 
now to put him forward to ſome other 
learning. In order to this I ſhall want 
a tutor for him, and indeed this place 
can hardly afford me one to my mind. 
If therefore you know any ingenious 
man that may be proper for my purpoſe, 
you would highly oblige me by pro- 
curing him for me. I confeſs the en- 
couragement 1 can propoſe to ſuch a one 
is but moderate, yet perhaps there may 
be ſome found that may not deſpiſe it. 
He ſhould eat at my own table, and have 
his lodging, waſhing, firing, and candle- 
light in my houſe, in a good handſome 
apartment: and beſides this, I ſhould 
allow him 20l. per annum. His work 
for this ſhould be only to inſtruct three 
or four boys in Latin, and ſuch other 
learning as you recommend in your book; 
J ſay three or four boys, becauſe perhaps 
J may have a 1elation's child or two; one 
who is my biter's ſon 1 have always, and 
do intend to keep as a companion to my 
own fon; and of more I am uncertam. 
But if there be one or two, that will be 
no great addition to his trouble, conſidei- 
ing, that perhaps their parents may re- 
compenſe that by their gratuities. I 
mention to you of the languages, only 
Latin; but, if I could obtain it, I ſhould 
be glad he were allo maſter of the French. 
As to his other qualifications I ſhall only 
ſay in general, I could with them ſuch as 
vou deltie in a tutor, to mitiuet a young 
Zentleman as vou propole in your book. 
J would have him indeed a good man, 
and a good ſcholar; and I propoſe very 
much .fatisfation to myfelt in the con- 
ver ſation of fuch a one. And becauſe a 
man may be cautious of leaving his ua— 
tive ſoil, and coming into a ſt ange coun- 
try without ſme certainty of being ac- 
ceptable to thofe that fend for him, ane 
of - tome continuance and fertlement, I 
can ſay, that i deignhiun to ſtay with 
wy ſon to his ſtate of manhood; whether 


he go into the univerfity, or travel, or. 


whatever other ſtate of lite he may take 
to. And if perhaps on trial for ſome 


time he er I may not like each other, I 


do proiniſe to bear his charges both to 
and from me, ſo that he ſhall be no loſer 
by his journey. | 

I beg your anſwer to this at your lei- 
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ſure ; and if any ſuch preſent, be pleaſed 


to let me know of him what particulars 
you can, as his parentage, education, 
qualifications, diſpoſition, &c. with what 
other particulars you pleaſe to mention ; 


and accordingly I ſhall write to you no 
farther about it. 


In the mean time, I beſeech you to. 


pardon this trouble given you by, ho- 


noured Sir, your molt affectionate, and 
moſt obliged humble ſervant. ' 


LETTER XLVI. 
Mr. Locke to Mr. Molyneux. 


Sir, London, 28th June 1694. 
QINCE the receipt of yours of the ſe- 
cond inſtant, I have made what en- 
quiry I can for a tutor for your ſon ; the 
moſt likely, and the beſt recommended 
that I have met with, you will have an 
account of from himſelf in the incloſed, 
to which 1 need add little but theſe two 
things; 1ſt,. that Mr. Fletcher, who is 


a good judge, and a perſon whoſe word 1 


can rely on, gave me a very good cha- 
racter of him, both as to his manners and 
abilities, and ſaid he would be anſwer- 
able for him: the other is, That how- 
ever it comes to pals, the Scotch have 
now here a far greater reputation for this 
ſort of employment than our own coun- 
trymen, I am forry it is ſo, but I have 
of late found it in many inſtances. 

I wiſh the endeavours I have uſed to 
procure you a tutor for your ſun may be 
as ſucceisful as I deſire. It is a buſim ſs 
of a greai concernment to both you. and 
your fon 3 but governors that have right 
thoughts concerning education are hard 
to be found. It is happy for your ton 
that a goGd part of it is to be under your 
eye. I ſhall be very glad if, in this or 
any other occaſion, I may be able to do 
you any ſervice ; for with great ſincerity 
and refpect 1 ain, Sir, your moſt humble 
{cr vant. 


LETTER XTVII. 


Fram the ſame to the ſame. 


| 
our, 


Oates, 43d September 1694. 


HAVE ſo much the advantage in the 
bargain, if friendſhip may be called 
one, that whatſoever ſatisfaction you find 
in yourſelf on that account, you mult - 
| allow 
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allow in me with a large overplus. The 
only riches I have valued or laboured to 
acquire, has been the friendſhip of inge- 
nious and worthy men, and therefore you 
cannot 'blame me if I fo forwardly laid 
hold of ihe firſt occaſon that opened me 
a way to yours. That I have fo well 
ſucceeded in it, I count one of my 
greateſt happineſles, and a ſufficient re- 
ward for writing my book, had I no 
other benefit by it. The opinion you 
have of it gives me farther hopes; for 
it is „o ſmall reward to one who loves 
truth, to be perſuaded that he has made 
ſome diſcoveries of it, and any ways 
helped to propagate it to others. I de- 
pend ſo much upon your judgment and 
candour, that I think myſelf 

you from peevith criticiſm or flattery; 
only give me leave to ſuſpect, that Kind- 
neis and friendſhip do 1ometimes carry 


vour expreſſions à little too far on the 


favourable ſide. This, however, makes 
me not apprehend you will ſilently paſs 
by any thing you are not thoroughly 
{atisfied of in it. [The uſe I have made 
'of the advertiſements 1 have received 
rom you of this kind, will ſatisfy you 
that I defire this office of friendſhip from 
you, not out of compliment, but for the 
uſe of truth, and that your animadver- 
tons will not be loſt upon me. Any 
faults you ſhall meet with in reaſoning, 
in perſpicuny, in expreſſion, or of the 
wels, I defire you to take notice of, and 


dend me word of; eſpecially if you have 


any where any doubt: for I am per- 
Inaded, - that, upon debate, you and I 
cannot be of two opinions; nor, I think, 
any two men uſed to think with freedom, 
who really prefer truth to opimiatiety, 
and a little fooliſh vain-glory of not 
having made a niftake, | 

| am very glad you were provided of 
tutor nearer home; and it had this par- 
teular god luck in it, that otherwiſe yau 
had been diſappointed if you had de- 
ned on Mr. Gibbs, as a letter I writ 
to you from London about it, I hope, ac- 
quainted you. TI an, dear Sir, your moſt 
aitectionate and moſt humble ſervant, &c. 


LETTER mem. 
From the ſame to the ſame. 


Dear Sir, Oates, 23:h March 1695. 
do will, I tear, think me frozen up 
with inis long winter, or elſe with a 
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negligence colder than that, having two 
very obliging letters of yours by me, the 
one ever ſince January, the other Fe- 
bruary laſt, I make you no anſwer to 
either, till thus far in March. The truth 
is, expecting ever ſince I received your 
laſt letter, an account from London, con- 
cerning ſomething I had a mind to put 
into wy letter, and after writing four 
times about it, being yet delayed, I can 
forbear no longer to return you my 
thanks, and to beg your pardon that [ 
have been fo ſlow in it. If you intErpret 
it right, you will look upon it as the ef- 
fea of a friendſhip got paſt formalities, 


. and that has confidence enough to make 


bold with you, where it is without ne- 
glect of you, or prejudice to either, I 
was not a little rejoiced with the news 
you-ſent me, in the firſt of your tetters, 
of your ſafe recovery of a fever. Had 
I known it, before the danger was over, 
that you had been ill, it would have been 
no {mall fright and pain to me; for I 
mult aſſure you, that amonz| all the 
friends your kindneſs or worth has pro- 
cured you, there is not any one who va- 
lues you more than I do, or does more 
intereit himſelf in all your concerns. 
This makes me, that though 1 have a 
long time extremely deſired to fee you, 
and propoſe to myſelf an infinite ſatisfac- 
tion in a free converſation with you ; yet 
what youtell me, that you were coming 
laſt ſuminer into England to mahe me a 
vitt, makes me drea'l the ſa istaction of 
my own wiſhes. And methinks 1 ought 
not to pvrchate one of the greateſt hap- 
pineſſes ] can propoſe to myſelf at fo dear 
and dangerous a rate, I have received 
many and great obligations from you 
before, but they were ſuch as, thaugh TI 
had no title to; I rhought I might accept 
from one w om I love, and therefore was 
glad to find kind to me. But when I 
effect on the length of the way, and the 
ſea between us, the danger of the one, 
and the fatigue of both, and your no 
very robult conſtitution, as I imagine, I 
cannot content you thould venture fo 
much for my take. If any harm ſhould 
happen to you in the journey, I could 
rever forgive it mylclt, to be the occa- 
fon of fo great a lots to the world and 
myielf. And if you ſhould come fafe, 
the greatneſs of the hazard, and an obli- 
gation out of all proportion to what I 
either ought to receive, or was capable to 

return, 


5 3 
N * 


L 


390 ELEGANT EPISTLES. Bock l. 


return, would overwhelm me with ſname, 
And yet, if 


nnd hinder my enjoyment, 

I may confeſs my ſecret thoughts, there 
is not any thing which I would not give 
that ſome other unavoidable occafion 
would draw you into England. A ra- 
tional free- minded man, tied to nothing 
but truth, is ſo rare a thing, that I al- 
moſt worſhip ſuch a friend; but when 
friendſhip is joined to it, and theſe are 
brought into a free converſation, where 
they meet and can be together, what 1s 
there can have equal charms? I cannot 
but exceedingly wiſh for that happy day 
when I may fee a man I have to often 
Jonged to have in my embraces. But 
yet, though it would endear the gift to 
receive it from his kindneſs, I cannot 
bot wiſh rather that fortune alone would 
throw him into my arms. 


This cold winter has kept me ſo cloſe. 


a priſoner within doors, that, till yeſter - 
day, I have been abroad but once theſe 
three months, and that only a mile in a 
coach. And the inability I am in to 
breathe London air in cold weather, has 
hindered me yet from the happineſs of 
waiting on Dr. Aſhe ; but I hope to get 
to London before he leaves it, that Imay, 


to a perion whom you have an m 
for, pay ſome part of the reſpects | ow 


vou. I had laſt week the honour of a 
viſit hom an ingenious gentleman, a 
member of your college at Dublin, lately 
returned from Turkey. He told me 

was a kinſman of yours; and thoughſhis 
other good qualiſies might have myde 
him welcome any where, he was not, ypu 
may be ture, the leſs welcome to me for 
being known and related to you. He 
f-rms to me to have been very diligent 
and curious in making obfervations while 
he has been abroad, and more inquiſitive 
than molt of our people that go into thoſe 
parts: and by the difcomſe I bad with 
unn the little time we were together, I 
promiſe myſelf we ſhall have a more ex- 
act account of thoſe parts, in what I hope 
he intends to publiſh, than hitherto is 
extant. Dr, Huntington, who was for- 
merly at Aleppo, and is my old acquaint- 
ance, and now my neighbour in this 
country, brought Mr. Smith hither with 
kim from his houſe : but yet I muſt ac- 
knowledge the favonr to you, and deſve 
You to thank him for it when he returns 
io Dublin; for the friendſhip he knew 
you had for me, was, I take it, the great 


inducement that made him give himſelf 
the trouble of coming fix or ſeven miles 
in a dirty country. | 
You do fo attack me on every fide with 
your kindneſs to my book, to me, to my 
thadow, that I cannot but be aſhamed 
I am not in a capacity to makę you any 
other acknowledgment, but in a very 
ull and deep ſenſe of it. I return yon 
my thanks for the corrections you have 
ſent me, which I will take all the care of 
can in the next edition, which my 


bookſeller tells me he thinks will be this 


ſummer : and if any other fall under 
your obſervation, I ſhall deſire the con- 
tinvance of your favour in communi- 
cating them. 

I muſt own to yor that F have been 
ſolicited from beyend ſea to put my Eflay 
into Latin; but you gueſs right, I have 
not the leiſure to do it. It was once 
tranſlated by a young man m Holland 
into Latin; but he was ſo little maſter of 
the Engliſh or Latin Tongue, that when 
it was ſhewed me, which he did not til} 
he had quite done it, I ſatisfied him that 
it would be very little for his credit to 
publiſh it, and fo that was laid by. Since 
that, my bookſeller was, and had been 

or ſome time ſeeking for a tranſlator, 

hom he would have treated with to have 
undertaken it, and have ſatisfied for his 
pains : but a little before the coming of 


your letter, he writ me word he had been 


diſappointed where he expected to have 
found one who would have done it, and 
was now at a lofs. So that what you call 
a bold, is not only the kindeſt, but the 
molt ſeaſonable propoſal you could have 
made. You urderſtand my thoughts as 
well as J do myſelf, and can be a fit 


judge whether the tranſlator has expreſſed . 


them well in Latin or no, and can direct 
him where to omit or contract any thing 
where you think I have been more large 
than needed. And though in this I know 
you intend, as you fay, ſome good to the 


world, yet I cannot but take it as a very 


particular obligation to myſelf, and ſhall 
not be a little fatisfied to have my book 
go abroad into the world with the ſtrokes 
of your judicious hand to it; fer, as to 
omitting, adding, altering, tranſpoſing 
any thing in it, I permit it wholly to 
your judgment. 


thing in it defective, or which you thin 

may be added with advantage to the de- 

ſign of the whole work, if you will let 
| .. nl 
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me know, I ſhall endeavour to ſupply 
that defect the belt I can. The chapter 
of Identity and Diverſity, which owes 
its birth wholly to your putting me upon 
it, will be an encouragement to you to 
lay any the like commands upon me. [I 
have had ſome thoughts myſelf, that it 
would not be poſſibly amits to add, in 
lib, iv. cap. 18. ſomething about Enthu- 
fialm, or to make a chapter of it by it- 
ſelf, If you are of the ſame mind, and 
that it will not be foreign to the buſineſs 
of my Effay, I promiſe you, before the 
tranſlator you ſhall employ ſhall be got 
ſo far, I will ſend you my thoughts on 
that tubjeEt, fo that it may be put into 
the Latin edition. I have alio examined 
P. Malebranche's opinion, concerning 
« Seeing all things in God,” and to my 
own latis faction laid open the vanity, in- 
confiſtency, and unintelligibleneſs, of that 
way of explaining human underſtanding. 
! have gone almoſt, but not quite through 
It, and Kngw not whether I now ever 
mall finiſh it, being fully ſatisfied myſelf 
about it. You cannot think how often 1 
:rpret the diſtance that is between us; 


l envy Dublin for what I every day want 


| in London, Were you in .my- neigh- 
bouthood, you would every day be 
troubled with the propoſal of tome of my 
thoughts to you. 1 find mine generally 
o much out of the way of the books I 
meet with, or men led by books, that 
were 1 not conſcious to myſelf that I im- 
partially feek truth, I ſhould be diſcou- 
'.ged from letting my thoughts looſe, 
which commonly lead me out cf the 
braten track. However, I want ſome- 
dy near me, to whom I could freely 
communicate them, and withour reſerve 


hy them open. I ſhould find ſecurity 


and caſe in ſuch a friend as you, were 
od within diſtance z for your judgment 
would confirm and ſet me at reſt, where 
approved, and your candour would ex- 
cuſe what your judgment corrected, and 
et me light in. As to your requeſt you 
"0w-repeat to me, I deſire you to believe 
dat there is nothing in your letters 
"ch I paſs over flightly, or without 
bing notice of; and it I formerly ſaid 


"voting to it, think it to be, that I thought 


the beſt way of anſwering a friend 
ham I was reſolved to deny nothing 
at was in my power. 'I here ate ſome 
articular obligations that tie ine up in 
point, and which have drawn on me 


E R N.“ 
ſome diſpleaſure for a time from ſome of 
my friends, who made me a ſomewhat 
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like demand. But I expect to find you 
more reaſonable, and give you this al- 
furance, that you ſhall be the firſt that 
ſhail be ſatisfied in that point, I am not 
forgetful of what you fo kindly put me 
upon : I think nobody ought to live only 
to eat and drink, and count the days he 
ſpends idly. The ſmall remainder of -a 
crazy life I ſhall, as much as my health 
will permit, apply to the ſearch of truth, 
and ſhall not negle& to propoſe to myſelf 
thoſe that may be mott uſeful. My paper 
is more than done, and, I ſuppoſe, you 
tired; and yet 1 can ſcarce give off. L 
am, dear Sir, your moſt faithful humble 
ſervant. 


LI XIX.. 
Mr. Locle 10 Mr. Molyneux. 


Sir, Oates, April 26, 1695. 

You look with the eyes, and ſpeak the 

language of friendſhip, when you 
make iny life of much more concern to 
the world than your own, 1 take it, as 
it is, for an effe of your kindneſs, and 
ſo thall not accuſe you of compliment: 
the miſtakes and over-valuings of good- 
will being always fincere, even when thy 
excced what common t: uth allows. "I his 
on my fide 1 muſt beg you to believe, 
that my life would be much mere pleaſant 
and uſeful to me if you were within wy 
reach, that I might ſometunes en joy your 
converſation, aud, upon twenty occalions, 
lay my thoughts before you, and have 
the advantage of your judgment. 1 
cannot complain that I have not my ſhare 
of friends of all ranks, and ſuch whos 
intereſt, aſſiſtance, affection, and opi- 
nions too, in fit caſes, I can rely on. 
But methinks, for all this, there is one 
place vacant, that'I know nobody that 
would ſo well fill as yourſelt ; I want one 


near me to talk freely with, de gquubbet 


cute; to propole to, the extravagancies 
that tiſe in my mind; one with whom 1 
would debate ſeveral doubts and queſtions, 
to lee what was in them. Meditating by 
one's ſelf is like digging in the mine; 
it often, perhaps, brings up maiden 
earth, which never came near the light 
before ; but whether it contain any metal 
in it, is never ſo well tried as in conver- 
ſation with a knowing judicious friend, 

i ho 
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who carries about him the true touch- 
ſtone, which is love of truth in a clear- 
thinking head. Men of parts and judg- 


ment the world uſually gets hold of, and 


by a great miſtake (that their abilities of 
mind are loſt if not employed in the pur- 
ſuit of wealth and power) engages them 
in the ways of fortune and intereſt, which 
uſually leave but little freedom or leiſure 
of thought for pure diſintereſted truth. 
And ſuch who give themſelves up frankly, 
and in earneſt, to the full latitude of real 
knowledge, are not every where to be 
met with. Wonder not, therefore, that 
J wiſh ſo much for you in my neighbour- 
hood : 1 ſhould be too happy in a friend 
of your make, were you within -my 
reach But yet I cannot but wiſh that 
ſome buſineſs would once bring you 
within diſtance; and it is a pain to me to 
think of leaving the world, without the 
happineſs of ſeeing you. 

do not wonder that a kinſman of 
yours ſhould magnify civilties that ſcarce 
defer ve that name; I know not wherein 
they conſiſted, but in being glad to ſee 
one that was any way related to you, and 
was himſelf a very ingenious man; either 
of thoſe was a title to more than I did, 
or could ſhew him. I am forry I have 
not yet had an opportunity to wait on 
him in London, and I fear he ſhould be 
gone before I am able to get thither. 
This long winter and cold ſpring has 
bung very heavy upon my hungs, and 
they are not yet in a caſe to he ventured 


in London-a, which mult be my excuſe- 


for not waiting upon him and Dr. Aſhe 
yct. | 


LETTER Li 
Mr. Locke to Mr. Molyneux. 


Near Sir, Oates, 2d July 1695. 
Dio not aſſure my ſelf that our friend- 
ſhip wers grown beyond ſuſpicion of 
complyment, I ſhould think' I ſhould have 
need to make excuſes to you for my long 
filence z but I know you will credit me, 
When tell yow it has been neither for- 
getfulneſs nor negligence. The ſpecimen 
of the trauſlation you ſent me gave me 
{ome reaſon to apprehend that Mr. Mul- 
lart's le would lay too great a burden 
on your kindnets, by often needing the 


correction of your hand, to make it ex- 
preſs my ſenſe with that clearnefs and 
eaſineſs which 1 know you deſire, My 
bookſeller therefore having before told 
me of one who had offered to undertake 
the tranſlation of my Eſſay, I have been 


ever ſince endeavouring to get from him 


a ſpecimen, that I might ſend it you, 
and have your opinion which is like to do 
beit ; and ſo if this man had a talent that 
way, you might be eaſed of the trouble 
which your friendſhip to me and zeal to 
the work, I foreſee, is likely to lay upon 
you. But having the laſt poſt received 
this account from Mr. Churchill, that 
the gentleman propoſed is in the country, 
and muſt have a book ſent him down on 
purpoſe before we can expect to fee any 
thing from him, and this being all to be 
managed by a third hand who 1s not 
every day to be met with, I have reſolved 
to loſe no more time on that thought, 
but accepting of your kind offer, put that 
whole matter into your hands, to be or- 
dered as you ſhall think beſt, and ſhall 
ſpend no more time in other enquiries, 
ſince the gentleman you propoſe will (as 
I remember you told me) be about this 
time at leiſure to ſet himſelf in earneſt to 
it. There is one thing I would offer, 
which may be of advantage to him and 
the work too; and that is, that he would 
conſtantly and ſedulouſly read Tully, 
eſpecially his philoſophical works, which 
will inſenſihly work him into a good La- 
tin ſtyle. 1 have heard it reported of 
Biſhop Sanderlon, that being aſked how 
he came to write Latin ſo well, as ap- 
pears in the treatiſes he publiſhed in that 
tongue; he anſwered, „“ by ordering his 
* ttucies fo that he vead over all Tully's 
«© works erery year.“ I leave it to you 
whether you will think fit to mention this 
to Mr. Muilart, 

The Abridgment cf my Eſſay is quite. 
finiſhed : it is done by a very ingenious 
man of Oxford, a Matter of Arts, very 
conſiderable for his learning and virtue, 
who has a great many pupils. It is done 
with the tame deſign you had in view 
when von mentioned it, He has gene- 
rally (as tar as I could remember) made 
uſe of my words: he very civilly ſent it 
ne when it was done, and, upon looking 
it over, I gueſs you will approve of it, 
and think it well done, It is in Mr. 
Churchill's hands, and will be er” 25 

| oon 
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ſoon as the third edition of my Eſſay, 


which is now in the preſs, is printed off. 
I am extremely glad to hear that you 
have found any good effects of my me- 
thod on your ſon. I ſhould be glad to 
know the particulars ; for though I have 
ficcel of it in a child of the 

lady in whoſe houſe I am (whoſe mother 


has taught him Latin without knowing it 


herſelf when ſhe began), yet I would be 
glad to have other inſtances; becauſe 
{ome men, who cannot endure any thing 
ſhould be mended in the world by a new 
method, object, I hear, that my way of 
education is impracticable. But this I 
can aſſure you, that the child above- 
mentioned, but nine years old in June 
laſt, has learned to read and write very 
well; is now reading Quintus Curtius 
with his mother; underſtands geography 
and chronology very well, and the Co- 


pernican ſyſtem of our vortex; is able to 


multiply well, and divide a little; and 
all this without ever having one blow for 
his book. The third edition is now out; 
I have ordered Mr. Churchill to ſend 
you one of them, which I hope he has 
done before this. I expect your opinion 
of the additions, which have much in- 
creaſed the bulk of the book. And 
though I think all that I have ſaid right, 
yet you are the man I depend on for a 
fair and free cenſure, not inclined either 
to flatter or quarrel. You know not of 
what value a knowing man, that is a 


ſincere lover of truth, is, nor how hard 


to be found; wonder not, therefore, if I 
place a great part of my happineſs in 
your friendſhip, and with every day you 
were my neighbour z you would then find 
what uſe I ſhould make of it. But not 
to complain of what cannot be remedied, 
pray let me have all the advantage I can 
at this diſtance. Read the additions, and 
examine them friftly, for I would not 
willingly miflead the world. - Pray let 
me know whether the Doctor, your bro- 
ther, has any children ; when he has, I 
count I owe him one of my books of 
Education. 

With my treatiſe of Education, I be- 
lieve you will receive another little one 
concerning Intereſt and Coinage. It is 
one of the fatherleſs children which the 
world lay at my door ; but whoever be 
the author, I ſhall be glad tv know your 
opinion of it, 


M O D E R N. 1 


LET TER Ih, 
Mr, Molyneux to Mr. Locke. 


Sir, Dublin, Auguſt 24th, 1695. 
] HAVE already ſo much experience © 

your method of education, that I 
long to ſee your third edition. And 
ſince you put me upon it-(to whom I 
can refuſe nothing in my power), I will 
give, you a ſhort account of my little 
boy's progreſs under it. 

He was fix years old about the middle 
of laſt July. When he was but juſt 
turned five, he could read perfectly well; 
and on the globes could have traced out, 
and pointed at all the noted parts, coun- 
tries, and cities of the world, both land 
and ſea : and by five and an half, could 
perform many of the plaineſt problems 
on the globe ; as the longitude and lati- 
tude, the Antipodes, the time with them 
and other countries, &c. and this by way 
of play and diverhon, ſeldom called to 
it, never chid or beaten for it. About 
the ſame age hecould read any number 


of figures, not exceeding fix places, 


break it as. you pleaſe by cyphers 'or 
zeros. By the time he was ſix, he could 
manage a compals, ruler and pencil, very 
prettily, and perform many little geo- 
metrical tricks, and advanced to writing 
and arithmetic; and has been about 
three months at Latin, wherein his tutor 
obſerves, as nigh as he can, the method 
preſcribed by you. He can read a Ga- 
zette, and, in the large maps of Sanſon, 
ſhews moſt of the remarkable places as 
he goes along, and turns to the proper 
maps. He has been ſhewn ſome dogs 
dliſſected, and can give ſome little account 
of the grand traces of anatomy. And 
as to the formation of his mind, which 
you rightly obſerve to be the moſt valu- 
able part of education, I do not believe 
that any child had ever his paſſions more 
perfectly at command. He is obedient 
and obſervant to the niceſt particular, and 
at the ſame time ſprightly, playful, and 
active. 

But I will ſay no more; this may be 
tireſome to others, however pleaſing to 
myſelf. \ | 

E ERNI 
Myr. Lecke io Mr. Molyneux. 


Sir, London, 16th Nov. 1695. 
Hobo there be no man in the world 
that I ſo much long to ſee as you, 
E e e yet 
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yet your laſt letter of the ſecond inſtant, 
makes me afraid of your coming. Vour 
kindneſs and expreſſion in my favour has 
painted me ſo in your fancy, that I ſhall 
unavoidably fall many degrees in your 
eſteem, when you find me come ſo much 
ſhort of what you expected: Paratus eff 
ani hi magnus adverſarius expectatio, as I 
remember Tully ſomewhere ſays: One 
thing only 1 have to ſatisfy myſelf, viz, 
that whatever I may want of thoſe qua- 
lities you aſcribe to me, I have one that 
helps mightily to cover defects, and 
make one acceptable, without the recom- 
mendation of great perfections, I mean 
triendſhip, true and ſincere. This I can 
boaſt of to you, this I can bid you ex- 
pect, and tell you you ſhall not be de- 
ceived. Come then, but come with this 
refolution, that you will be content; that 
fhall make up to you all thoſe fine things 
which you 1magine before-hand, in a 
man whom you will really find a plain, 
honeſt, well-meaning man, who unbiaſl- 
edly ſeeks truth, though it be but a very 
mall part of it he has yet diſcovered. 

'- I am very glad you approve of the 
additions to the third-edition of my Edu- 
cation: vou are a father, and are con- 
cerned not to be deceived, and therefore 
I expect you -will not flatter me in this 
point. 


L ET 3.5 © LH 
Mr. Molyneux to Mr. Locke, 


Honoured Sir, Dublin, June 6, 1696. 
T is a melancholy thought to me, that 

ſince I have had the happineſs of your 
. correſpondence, there has hardly hap- 
pened a year when both you and I have 
not made it an apology for our Jong 
ſilence, that we have been indiſpoſed in 
our health; yet it has pleaſed God that 
fo it has been, and ſo it is on my ſide at 
preſent. About four years. and an half 
ago I was firit ſeized by a violent cholic, 
which then ſo weakened me, that to this 
time I he ſo far under the effe&s thereof, 
as upon any cold to he very apt to re- 
lapſe into the ſ:ms. And fo it has been 
with me for a while pait ; but now, God 
be thanked, I am again well recovered, 
I h1d not otherwiſe ſo long deferred my 
anſwer to yours of March the goth, 
which, after a long filence, brought me 


the aſſurance of your health, and there 
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Book IT, 


with no ſmall ſatisfaction, having before 
that entertained ſome painful thoughts of 
your indiſpoſitiun, from ſome rumours I 
had heard. But I find Heaven 1s not yet 
ſo angry with us, as to take you from 
Among us. | 5 


LETTER LIV. 
- Mr. Locke to Mr. Molyneux. 


Sir, London, 2d July, 1696. 
1 CANNOT without great trouble hear 
of any indiſpoſition of yours: your 
friendſhip, which Heaven has beſtowed 
on me, as one of the greateſt bleſſings I 


can enjoy for the remainder of my life, 


is what I value at fo high a rate, that I 
cannot conſider myſelf within danger of 
loſing a perſon every way ſo dear to me 
without very great uneaſineſs of mind. 
Thus far I got, when I fat down to 
write to you about a month ſince, as you 
will fee by the date at the top; buſineſs, 
and a little excurſion into the country, 
has hindred me ever ſince. Were you 
a man I only cared to talk with out of 
civility, I ſhould ſooner anſwer your let- 
ters: but not contenting myſelf with ſuch 
a formal correſpondence with you, I can- 
not find in my heart to begin writing to 
you till I think I ſhall have time to talk 
a great deal, and pour out my mind to a 
man to whom I make ſure I can do it 
with freedom; his candour and friendſhip 
allows that, and I find I know not what 
pleaſure in doing it. I promiſed myſelf 
abundance of pleaſure this ſummer in 
ſeeing you here, and the diſappointment 
is one of the moſt ſenſible I could have 
met with in my private concerns; and 
the occaſion that robbed me of that ſa- 
tisfaction frights me. I have, I thank 
God, now as much health as my conſti- 
tution will allow ine to expect; but yet, 
if I will thiax like a reaſonable man, the 
flattery of my ſummer vigour ought not 
to make me count beyond the next winter 
at any time for the future. The laſt ſat 
fo heavy upon me, that it was with diffi- 
culty I got through it ; and you will not 
blame me if I have a longing to ſee and 
embrace a man 1 eſteem and love fo 


much, before I leave this filly earth; 


which, when the conveniences of life are 
moderately provided for, has nothing of 
value in it equal to the converſation of a 
knowing, ingenious, and large-minded 

friend, 
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friend, who fincerely loves and ſeeks 
truth. | 
Though your cholic has done me no 
{mall prejudice, yet 1 am much more 
angry with it upon the accaunt of thoſe 
iaconveniences it has made you ſuffer. I 
know you are in {kilfu}, as well as careful 
hands, under the care of your brother, 
and it could not be adviſable in any one 
to draw you from them. The cholic is 
ſo general a name for pains in the lower 
belly, that I cannot from thence pretend 
to make any judgment of your cafe; 
but it can be no harm to adviſe you to 
alk him, whether he does not think that 
the drinking of our Bath waters may be 
uiefu] to you in your cafe. I know thoſe 
waters mightily ſtrengthen thoſe parts. 
Your congratulation to me I take as 
you meant, kindly and feriouſly, and, it 
may be, it is what another would rejoice 
in; but if you will give me leave to 
whiſper truth without vanity, in the ear 
of a friend, it is a preferment which I 
ſhall get nothing by, and I know not 
whether my country will, though that 1 
ſhall azm at with all my endeavours. 
Riches may be inſtrumental to fo many 
good purpoſes, that it is, I think, vanity, 
rather than religion or philoſophy, to 
pretend to contemn them. But yet they 
may be purchaſed too dear. My age 
and health demand a retreat from huſtle 
and buſineſs, and the purſuit of ſome 
enquiries I have in my thoughts, makes 
it more defirable than any of thoſe re- 
wards which public employments tempt 
people with. I think the little J have 
enough, and do not defire to live higher, 
or die richer than I am; and therefore 


you have reaſon rather to pity. the folly, 


than congratulate the fortune, that en- 
gages me in the whirlpool, 


CETTER EY 
From the fame to the ſame. 


Sir, 


% 


London, 12th Sept. 1696, 
JOULD the painter have made a pic- 
fation, I ſhould have fat to him with 
more delight than ever I did any thing in 
my life. The honour you do me, in 
giving me thus a place in your houſe, I 
look upon as the effect of having a place 
already in your eſteem and affection; 
and that made me more eaſily ſubmit to 
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what methought looked too much like 
vanity in me. Painting was deſigned to 
repreſent the gods, or the great men that 
ſtood next to them. But friendſhip, I 
ſee, takes no meaſure of any thing, but 
by itſelf, and where it is great and high, 
will make its object fo, and raiſe it above 
its level. This is that which has de- 
ceived you into my picture, and made 
you put fo great a compliment upon me; 
and I do not know what you will find to 
juſtify yourſelf to thoſe who ſhall fee it 
in your poſſeſſion. You may indeed tell 
them, the original is as much yours as the 
picture; but this will be no great boaſt, 
when the man is not more confiderable 
than his ſhadow. When I looked upon 
it, after it was done, methought it had 
not that countenance I ovght to accoft 
you with, I know not whether the fe- 
cret diſpleaſure I felt while I Was ſitting, 
from the conſideration that the going of 
my picture brought us no nearer together, 
made me look grave: but this I muſt 
own, that it was not without regret that 


IT remembered that this counterfert would 


be before me with the man that I fo much 
deſired to be with, and could not tell 
him how much I longed to put myſelf 
into his hands, and to have him in my 
arms. One thing pray let it mind you 
of, and when you look on it at any time 
pray believe, that the colours of that 
face on the cloth are more fading and 
changeable than thoſe. thoughts which 


will always repreſent you to my mind as 


the moſt valuable perſon in the world, 
whole face I do not know, and one waoſe 
company is fo defiable to me, that I 
{hall not be happy till I do. 


LETTER Lv” 
From the ſame to the fame. 


Sir, Oates, 22d February 1696-7. 
FEAR you will be of an opinion that 
I, take my picture fer myſelf, and 
think you ought to look no farther, fince 


that is coming to you, or is already with 


you, Indeed we are ſhadaws much alike, 
and there is not much difference in our 
ſtrength and uſefulnets. But yet I cannot 
but remember, that I cannot expect my 
picture ſhould anſwer your letters to me, 
pay the acknowledgments I owe you, and 
excuſe a ſilence as great as if I were no- 
thing but a piece of cloth overlaid with 

Eee 2 colours. 
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colours. I could lay a great deal of 
blame on buſineſs, and a great deal on 
want of health. Between theſe two I 


have had little leiſure fince I writ to you 
laſt; But all that will bear no excuſe to 
myſelf, for being three letters in arrear 
to a perſon whom I the willinglieſt hear 
from of any man in the world, and with 
whom I had rather entertain myſelf, and 
paſs my hours in converſation, than with 
any one that I know. TI ſhould take it 
amils if you were not angry with me for 
not writing to you all this while; for I 
ſhould ſuſpe& you loved me not fo well 
as I love yon, if you could patiently bear 
my ſilence. I hope it is your civility 
makes you not chide me. I promiſe 
you 1 ſhould have grumbled crvelly at 
_ if you had been half fo guilty as I 

ave been. But if you are angry alittle, 
pray be not ſo very much: for if you 
ſhould provoke me any way, I know the 
firſt ſight of a letter from you would 
allay all my choler immediately; and the 
joy of hearing you were well, and that 
you continued your kindneſs to me, would 
fill my mind, and leave me no other paſ- 
fion : for I tell you truly, that fince the 


receipt of your letter in September laſt, 


there has ſcarce a day paſt, I am ſure not 
a poſt, wherein I have not thought of 
my obligation and debt to you, and re- 
ſolved to acknowledge it to.you, though 


| ſomething or other has ſtill come between 
to hinder me. For you would have pt- 


tied me, to ſee how much of my time 
was forced from me this winter in the 
country (where my ilInefs- confined me 
within doors) by crowds of letters, which 
were therefore mdiſpenſably to be an- 
ſwered, becaute they were from people 
whom either I knew not, or cared not 
for, or was not willing to make bold 
with; and ſo you and another friend I 


have in Holland, have been delayed and 
put Jaſt, becauſe you are my fliends be- 


yond ceremony and formality, And J 


reſerved myſelf for you when I was at 


leiſure, in the eaſe of thoughts to enjoy : 
for that you may not think you have 
been paſſed over by, a peculiar neglect, 

mention to you another very good 


friend of mine, of whom I have now 
by me a letter, of an ancienter date 


than the firſt of your three, yet unan- 
ſwered. 


LETTER LVIL 
Mr. Locke to Mr. Molyneux. 


Dear Sir, Oates, roth Jan. 1697-8, 
* OUR gentle and kind reproof of my 
ſilence has greater marks of true 
friendſhip in it, than can be expreſſed in 
the moſt elaborate profeſſions, or be ſuf- 
ficiently acknowledged by a man who 
has not the opportunity nor ability to 
make thoſe returns he would. Though 
I have had leſs health and more buſineſs 
ſince I writ to you laſt than ever I had 
for ſo long together in my life, yet nei- 
ther the one nor the other had kept me 
ſo long a truant, had not the concurrence 
of other cauſes drilled me on from day 
to day, in a negle& of what I frequently 
purpoſed, and always thought myſelf 
obliged to do, Perhaps the liſtleſneſs 
my indiſpoſition conſtantly kept mie in 
made me too eaſily hearken to ſuch ex- 
cuſes ; but the expectation of hearing 
every day from Monſ. Le Clerc, that I 
might ſend you his anſwer; and the 
thoughts That I ſhould be able. to ſend 
your brother an account, that his curious 
treatiſe concerning the Chafers in Ireland 
was printed ; were at leaft the pretences 
that ſerved to humour my lazineſs. Bu- 
ſineſs kept me in town longer than was 
convenient for my health : all the day 
from my riſing was commonly ſpent in 
that; and when I came home at night, 
my ſhortneſs of breath, and panting for 
want of it, made me ordinarily fo uneaſy, 
that J had no heart to do any thing; ſo 
that the uſual diverſion of my vacant. 
hours forſook me, and reading itſelf was 
a burden to me. In this eſtate I Imgered 
along in town to December, till I betook 
myſclf to my wonted refuge, in the more 
favourable air and retirement of this 
place. That gave me preſently relief 
againſt the conſtant oppreſſion of my 
lungs, while I fit ſtill; but I find ſuch a 
weakneſs of them ſtill remain, that if I 
ſtir ever ſo little, T am immediately out 
of breath, and the very dreſſing or un- 
dreſſing me is a labour that I am fain to 
reſt after to recover my breath; and J 
have not been once out of my houſe ſince 


J came laſt hither, I wiſh neverthelefs 


that you were here with me to ſee how 
well I am; for you would find, that, 
fitting by the fire's ſide, T could bear my 
part in diſcourfing, laughing, and being 

merry 
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in my life. If you were here (and if 
wiſhes of more than one could bring you, 
ou would be here to-day) you would 


- find three or four in the parlour after 


dinner, who, you would ſay, paſſed their 
afternoons as agreeably and as jocundly 
as any people you have this good while 
met with. Do not therefore figure to 
yourſelf, that I am languiſhing away my 
laſt hours under an unſociable deſpon- 
dency and the weight of my infirmity. 
It is true, I do not count upon years of 
life to come, but I thank God I have 
not many uneaſy hours here in the four- 
and-twenty ; and if I can have the wit 


to keep myſelf out of the ſtifling air of 


London, | fee no reaſon but, by the grace 
of God, I may get over this winter, and 
that terrible enemy of mine may uſe me 
no worſe than the laſt did, which, as 


ſevere and as long as it was, let me yet 


ſee another ſummer. 


THEE 4 © KR LOH. 
From the ſame to the ſame. 


Dear Sir, Oates, 6th April 1698. 
HERE is none of the letters that ever 

I received from you gave me fo much 
trouble as your laſt of March 15. I was 


told that you reſolved to come into Eng- 


land early in the ſpring, and lived in the 
hopes of it more than you can imagine. 
do not mean that I had greater hopes of 
it than you can imagine; but it enlivened 
me, and contributed to the ſupport of my 


ſpirits more than you can think, But 


your letter has quite dejected me again. 
The thing I above all things long for, is 
to ſee, and embrace, and have tome diſ- 
courſe with you before I go out of this 
world. I meet with fo few capable of 
truth, or worthy of a free converſation, 
ſuch as becomes lovers of truth, that you 


cannot think it ſtrange if I wiſh for ſome 


time with you for the expoſing, ſifting, 
and reQtifying of my thoughts. If they 
have gone any thing farther in the dij- 
covery of truth than what I have already 


' publiſhed, it muſt be by your encourage- 


ment that I muſt go on to finith ſome 
things that I have already begun; and 
with you. 1 hoped to diſcourſe my other 
yet crude and imperfect thoughts, in 
which, if there were any thing uſeful to 
mankind, if they were opened and de- 
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merry with you, as well as ever I could 


poſited with you, I know them ſafe lodged 
for the advantage of truth ſome time or 
other: for J am in doubt, whether it be 
fit for me to trouble the preſs with any 
new matter; or, if I did, I look on my 
life as ſo near worn out, that it would be 
folly to hope to finiſh any thing of mo- 
ment in the ſmall remainder of it. I 
hoped therefore, as I ſaid, to have ſeen 
you, and unravelled to you that which 
lying in the lump unexplicated in my 


mind, I ſcarce yet know what it is my- 


ſelf; for I have often had experience that 
a man cannot well judge of his own no- 
tions till, either by ſetting them down in 
paper, or inourling them to a friend, 
he has drawn them out, and as it were 
ſpread them fairly before himſelf. As 
2 writing, my ff health gives me little 
heart or opportunity for it; and of ſee- 
ing you | begin now to deſpair ; and that 
which very much adds to my affliction in 
the caſe is, that you negle& your own 
health on conſiderations, I am fure, that 
are not worth your health ; for nothing, 
if expectations were certainties, can be 
worth it. I ſee no likelihood of the par- 
liament's riſing yet this good while; and 
when they are up, who knows whether 
the man you expect to relieve you, will 
come tc you preſently, or at all? You. 
muſt therefore lay by that buſineſs for a 
while which detams you, or get ſome 
other body into it, if you will take that 
care of your health this ſummer which 
you deſigned, and it ſeems to require; 
and if you defer it till the next, who 
knows but your care of it may then come 
too late? There is nothing that we are 
ſuch ſpendthrifts of as of health; we ſpare 
every thing ſooner than that, though 
whatever we ſacrifice it to is worth no- 
thing without it. Pardon me the liberty 
I take with you : you have given me an 
intereſt in you ; and it is a thing of too 
much value to me to look coldly on 


whilſt you are running into any incon— 


venience or danger, and ſay nothing, If 
that could be any ſpur to you to haſten 
your journey hither, I would tell you 1 
have an Anſwer ready for. the pref*, 
which I ſhouid be glad you ſhould ſce 
firſt. It is too long: the plenty of mat- 
ter of all forts which the gentleman af- 
fords me, 1s the cauſe of its too great 
length, though I have paſſed by many 
things worthy of remarks; but what may 
be ſpared of what there is, I would be. 
glad 
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2 ſhould de blotted out by your hand. 
ut this between us. c 

Amongſt other things I would be glad 

to talk with you about before I die, 1s 
that which you ſuggeſt at the bottom of 
the firſt page of your letter. I am 
mightily concerned for the place meant 
m the queſtion you ſay you will aſk the 
author of the treatiſe yo mention, and 
wiſh extremely well to it; and would be 
very glad to be informed by you what 
wi ul be beſt for it, and debate with you 
the ways to compole it. But this cannot 
be done by letters; the ſubject is of too 
great extent, the views too Jarge, and the 
particulars too many to be fo managed. 
Come therefore yourfelf, and come as 
well prepared in that matter as you can. 
But if you talk with others on that point 
there, mertion not me to any budy on 
that ſubjeR; only let you and I try what 
good we can do for thoſe whom we wiſh 
well} to. Great things have ſometimes 
been brought about from {mall begin- 
nings well laid together. 

Pray prefent my moſt humble ſervice 
to your brother: 1 ſhould be glad of an 
opportunity to do him ſome fervice. That 
winch he thanks me for, in my care about 
his diſcour fe concerning the Chaters, was 
a fer vice to the public, and he owes me 
no thanks tor it. I am, Gear Sir, your 
faithtul and moſt humble lervaut. 


LET ERS LY. 
Ar. Molyneux to Mr. Locke. 


Dublin, Sept. zth, 1698. 
Ho noured dear Sir, | 

1 ARRIVED here fafcly the 15th inſtant; 
and nove that the ruMing and fatigue 
of my journey 18 a little over, I fit down 
to a tak, which I mwit confeſs is the 
hardeil I Wes ever under in my life; 1 
mean, expiehing my thanks to you uit 
able to the fatcauts Lréceived from you, 
and ſuitable to the inward sene J have of 
them in my mind. Were it poſſible for 
me to do either, I ſould in fone men- 
ture be ſatisfied , but m inability of pay- 
ing my debts makes me aſhamed to ap- 
pror before my creditor, However thus 
much with the ſtricteſt bncerity I will 
ventnre to afſert to you, that I cannot re- 
collcet, through the whole'courſe of my 
lite, fuck ſignal inſtances of real friend- 
up, a> wacn 1 had the happineſs o vom 
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company for five weeks together in Lon- 
don. It is with the greateſt ſatisfaction 
imaginable that I recolle& what then 
paſſed between us, and I reckon it the 
happieſt ſcene of my whole life. That 
part thereof eſpecially which I paſſed at 
Oates, has made ſuch an agreeable im- 
preſſion on my mind, that nothing can 
be more plealing. To all in that excellent 
family, I beſcech you give my moſt hum. 
ble reſpects. It is my duty to make my 
acknowledgments there in a particular 
letter; but I beg of you to make my ex- 
cuſe for omitting it at this time, becauſe 
I am a little preſſed by ſome buſinets that 
is thrown upon me fince my arrival; to 
which alſo you are obliged for not being 
troubled at preſent with a more tedious 
letter from, Sir, your moſt obliged, and 
entuely affectionate fiend and ſcivant. 


LET 243 L&. 
Mr. Locke to Mr. Volyneux. 


Dear Sir, London, Sept. 29th, 1698. 
* OURS of the zoth has now diſcharged 
* me trom my daily employment of 
Icoxing upon the weathercock, and 
bearkening how loud the wind blowed. 
1 hough I do not like this diſtance, and 
ſuch a dich betwixt us, yet Iam glad to 
hear that you ave fafe and found on the 


other nde the water. But pray you ſpeak 


not in ſo magnificent and courtly a ſtyle 
of what you received from me here, I 
lived with you and treated you as my 
triend, and therefore uſed no ceremony, 
nor can receive any thavks but what I owe 
you > ubly, both for your company, and 
the pains you were at to beſtow that hap- 
pinels on me. If vou keep your word, 
and do me the {ame kindneſs again next 
year, I ſhall have reaſon to think you va- 
lue me more than vou ſay, though you 
fry more than | can with modrity read. 

{ find you were beſet dich buſineſs 


when you wrote your letter to me, and 


do not wonder at it; but yet for all that 
I cannot forgive vour filence concerning 
your health, and your fon. My ſervice 
to him, your brother, and Mr. Burridge; 
and do me the vitice to believe that I 
am, with a perfect affection, dear Sir, 


your moſt humble and muſt faithful cz 


* 
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Mr. Locke to Mr. Burridge. 


dir, Oates, Oc. 27th, 1698. 
* ou gueſſed not amiſs when you ſaid in 
the beginning of yours of the 13th 
inſtant, that you gave me the trouble of a 
letter; for I have received few letters in 
my life the contents whereof have fo 
much troubled and afflicted me as that of 
yours, I parted with my excellent 
triend, when he went from England, with 
all the hopes and promiſes to myſelf of 
ſceing him again, and enjoying him 


longer in the next ſpring. This was a 


(alisfaction that helped me to bear our 
ſeparation ; and the ſhort taſte I had of 
him here," in this our firft interview, I 
hoped would be made up in a longer 
converlation, which he promiſed me the 


next time: but it has ſerved only to give 


me à greater ſenſe of my lots in an eternal 
firewel in this world. Your earlier ac- 
quaintance may have given you a longer 
knowledge of his virtue and excellent en- 
dowments ; a fuller ſight, or greater 
eſteem of them you could not have than 
i. His worth and his friendſhip to me 
made him an ineftimable treaſure; which 


I muſt regret the lots of the little re- 


mainder of my life, without any hopes of 
repairing it any way. I ſhould be glad if 
what I owed the father could enable me 
to do any ſervice to his ſon. He deſerves 
it for his own ſake (his father has more 
than once talked to me of him) as well 
28 for his father's. I defire you therefore 
to afſure thoſe who have the care of him, 
that it there be any thing wherein I at 
this diſtance may be any way ſerviceable 


to young Mr. Molyneux, they cannot do 


ne a greater pleaſure than to give me the 

opportunity to ſhew that my friendſhip 
Pray give my moſt humble ſervice to 

8 Ray 

Dr. Molyneux and to his nephew. I 

am, Sir, your faithful and humble 

'rvant. | 


LEE TSR LXII. 
Dr. Molyneux to Mr. I cche. 


Sir, Dublin, Auguſt 27th, 1692. 
7 av very ſenſible of your great civility, 
in remembering me upon fo ſhort an 
2*714;ntance as I had with you in Hol- 
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land ſo long time ſince; and I aſſure you, 
without any compliment, I reckon it 
among the moſt fortunate accidents of 
my life my fo luckily falling into your 
converlation, which was ſo candid, di- 
verting, and inſtructive, that | till reap 
the benefit and ſatisfaction of it. Some 
years atter I left you in Holland, upon 
my return for England, I contracted no 
ſinall intimacy with Dr. Sydenham, on 
the account of having been known to you 
his much eſteemed friend; and I found 
him ſo accurate an obſerver of diſeaſes, 
o thoroughly killed in all uſeful know- 
ledge of his profefſion, and withal fo 


communicative, that his acquaintance was 


a very great advantage to me: and all 
this 1 chiefly owe to you, Sir, beſides the 
information of many uſeful truths, and a 
great deal of very pleaſing entertainment 
I have met with, in the peruſal of your 
lately publiſhed writings: ſo that on 


many accounts I muſt needs fay there are 


very few -men in the world, to whom I 
can with the like ſincerity profeſs myſelf 
to be, as I am, dear Sir, your moſt real 
friend, and. very humble and obliged 
ſervant, 


LE nm m 


From the ſame to the ſame. 


Sir, Dublin, Dec. 2oth, 1692. 
1 an much concerned to hear you have 

your health no better; and, on this 
occaſion, cannot but deplore the great 
loſſes the intellectual world in all ages has 
ſuffered by the ftrangelt and ſoundeſt 
minds poſſeſſing the moſt infirm and 
ſickly bodies. Certainly there muſt be 
ſome very powerful cauſe for this in na- 
ture, or elſe we could not have fo many 
inſtances where the knife cuts the ſheath, 
as the French materially exorels it: and 
if ſo, this muſt he reckoned among the 
many other inſeparable miſeries that at-. 
tend human affairs, 


— 


LE wh -R L. 
Mr. Locke to Dr. Molyneux. 


Sir, - Oates, Jan. 2oth, 1692-3, 
I MUST acknowledge the care you take 
of my health, in a way wherein you 

ſo kindly apply to my mind; and if 1 
could perſuade myſelf that my weak con- 
ſtitution 
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ſtitution was owing to that ſtrength of 
mind you aſcribe to me, or accompanied 
with it, Fſhould find therein, if not a re- 
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medy, yet a great relief againſt the in- 


firmities of my body. However, I am 
not the leſs obliged to you for ſo friendly 
an application; and if the cordial you 
preſcribe be not to be had (for I know 


none equal to a judicious and capacious 


mind), your kindneſs is not to be blamed, 
who I am confident wiſh me that ſatiſ- 
faction, or any thing elſe that could con- 
tribute to my health. 


EET TER LXV. 
- Dr. Molyneux to Mr. Locke. 


Sir, Dublin, Nov. 4th, 1693. 
For a-while I deferred making any re- 
turn for the favour of your laſt letter, 

on the account I underſtood by one of 
yours to my brother, that I was ſuddenly 
to expect another obligation from you, 
by the receipt of your Treatiſe of Edu- 
cation, which yeſterday firit came to my 
hands; and now I return you my hearty 
thanks tor both your kindneſies together, 
ef which, ſhould I expreſs the geal 
thoughts I have, 1 ſhould ſeem to run 
either into extravagant compliment, or 
groſs flattery : but thus much 1 muſt 
needs fay, that as your letter certainly 
contains, in ſhort, the only true method 
for the proſecuting the cu:1ng part of the 
practice of phyhe, and the fure way of 
Improving itz à matter of the chiefeſt 
' good-1n relation to men's bodies; fo your 
book of Education lays down ſuch rules 
for the breeding of youth, as if followed 
mult neceſſarily prove of the greateſt ad- 
vantage to the better part of man, the 
mind; by inſenfibly difſpohng it to an 
habitnal exerciſe of what it virtuous and 
laudable, and the acquifition of all ſuch 
knowledge as is necetlary for one's own 
good, or that of others whom we are to 
converſe- with. Whence 1 cannot but 
think, had thoſe of our own countrics but 
a thorough perſuaſion, and a right ſenſe 
of the gicat benefit that iedounis from a 
careful education, ſo as univerſally to put 
it in practice, without queſtion we thould 
ſoon become a nation as remarkably dif- 
ferent froin the reſt of the world for the 
inward endowments of our minds, and 
the rectitude of our manners, as the ne- 
groes are from the reſt of mankind for 
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their out ward ſhape and colour of body, 
But this. fear is a happineſs only to be 
wiſhed for; however, he that makes it 
his endeavour to promote ſo great a good, 
by ſhewing the certain way to it, if they 
would follow him, juſtly deſerves the 
high eſteem of all that know how to va- 
lue a truly public ſpirit. 

I hope, Sir, you have your health bet. 
ter, and that we may ſuddenly have 
abroad your Eſſay of Human Under. 
ſtanding, with thoſe farther additions and 
alterations you have ſome while ſince de- 
ſigned for the preſs: T am confident it is 
impatiently expected by all that are ac- 
quainted with your writings, and that pe- 
culiar clear manner of deltvering truth 
you are ſo much maſter of, but by none 
more than, Sir, your moſt faithful hum- 
ble ſervant, 


LEST TER LXvT. 
From the ſame to the ſame. 


Sir, Dublin, OR. 25th, 1697. 

SHOULD oftener make acknowledg- 

ments to you for your favours, and ex- 
preſs the great eſteem I bear you, but that 
this barren place affords little elſe to ſay; 
and this I cannot think reaſon enough to 
trouble one ſo buſy and uſefully engaged 
as you always are, Yet I would not 
omit thanking you by this worthy gentle- 
man Mr. Berrisford, your acquaintance, 
for a preſent of a book I underftand by 
my brother you deugned for me, though 
I was lo uniucky as to nits of tt; and 
alſo communicate to you the jncloſed 
letter, which the Biſhop of Clogher was 
pleaied (perhaps out of his too partial 
friendſhip), to tell me deſerved to be 
made public, and deiired me accordingly 
to tranſinit it to Dr. Sloane: but this I 
would not do, unleſs it have your appro- 
bation alto; fo that it is wholly at your 
diſpoſal to do with it as you pleaſe, as is 
like wiie, Sir, vour very affectionate friend, 
and humble ſervant. 


LE 1-5 el. 
Mr. Locke to Dr. Molyneux, | 


Sir, Oates, 27th October 1698. 
EATH has with a violent hand haſtily» 
inatched from you a dear brother. I 

doubt not but on this occaſion you 3 
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all the eonſolation can be given to one 
unexpectedly bereft of ſo worthy and 
near a relation. Whatever inclination 1 
may have to alleviate your ſorrow, I bear 
too great a ſhare in the loſs, and am too 
ſenſibly touched with it myſelf, to he in a 
condition to diſcomſe you on this ſub- 
ject, or do any thing but mingle my tears 
with yours. I have loſt in your biother, 
not only an ingenious and learned ac- 
quaintance, that all the world eſtee med; 
but an intimate and fincere friend, whom 
| 1 truly loved, and by whom I was truly 
toved: and what a loſs that is, thoſe only 
can be ſenſible, who know how valuable 
and how ſcarce a true friend is, and how 
tar to be prefeired to all other ſorts of 
' rreaſure. He has left a fon who I know 
was dear to him, and deſerved to he ſe 
3s much as was poſſible for one of his 
age, I cannot think myſel! wholly inca- 
pacitated from paying ſome of the af- 
fection and ſervice due from me to my 
dear friend, as long as he has a child 
or a brother in the world. If therefore 
there be any thing at this diſtance where- 
in | in my little ſphere may be able to 
ſerve your nephew or you, I bez you, by 
the memory of our deceaſed friend, to 
let me know it ; that you may fee, that 
one who loved him ſo well cannot but be 
tenderly concerned for his ſon, nor be 
otherwiſe than Tam, Sir, your mott hum- 
ble and molt affectionate tervant. 


EE TT ER LEVEL 


Dr. Molyneux to Mr. Locke. 


Dublin, Nov. 26th, 1658. 


SIR, 

AS you have a true ſenſe of every 
| thing, ſo you were very much in the 
right, when youu tell me in the letter you 
favoured me. with of the 27th of laſt 
month, that 1 needed all the conſolation 
could be given ove that had loſt fo unex- 
pectedly a dear and only brother. His 
death indeed has been a ſevere affliction 
to me; and though I have you, and 
many more, that bear a great ſhare with 
me in my ſorrow ;z yet this does no way 
alleviate it, but makes it fall the heavier 
upon me; for it doubles my grief to 
think what an unſpeakable loſs he muſt 
be to fo near a relation, that is ſo much 
lamented by thoſe that were only ac- 
quainted with him. I could not believe 
that mortality could have made ſo deep 
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an impreſſion ow me, whoſe 2 
leads into ſo thorough a familiarity wit 
it; but I find a paſſionate affection ſud- 
mounts all this, and the tecum obe. m 
lubens, though it was the expreſſion of a 
poet, yet 1 am ſenſible was a very natural 
one where we love extremely, and the 
Indians prove it no lefs in fact. Could 
any outward circumſtance of his life have 
increaſed; that brotherly affection I had 
for him, it muſt have been that he had 
lo great à part in your friendſhip, who 
muſt be allowed to haye a nice judgment 
in difcerning the true characters and 
worth of men. He frequently in his 
life-time expreſſed to me with great 
comp lacency of mind, how happy he 
thought himſelf in your acquaintance, 
and he ſpoke of you ſeveral times during 
his ſhort ſickneſs, with great reſpect. 
With his own hand he has writ this clauſe 
in his will: © I give add bequeath to my 


excellent friend John Locke, Eſquiie, 


author of the Eflay concerning Human 
„ Underitanding, the ſum of five pounds 
% to buy him a ning, in memory of the - 
value and efteem I had for him.“ This 

I ſhall take cate to fend you in a bill 
by Mr. Churchill's hands, when he ftates 
the account as it ſtands between him 
and my brother. The only child he has 
left behind him, is under my care and 
management. I ſhall endeavour to diſ- 
charge this truſt, with all the regard to 
my brother's memory, and the advan- 
tage of his child, I can: bub ir griryes 
me to think that I mutt ſurely fail very 
much ſhort of that extraordinary appli- 


cation and , prudence bis father would 


have ſhewn in his education; for he made 
it the chiefeſt, and indeed the only buf- 
neis of his life, I have made his little 
fon as ſenfible as his tender age would 
allow, how much he is obliged to you, 
his father's friend, for your earneſt defire 
to ſerye him: I wiſh you may both pro- 
long your lives ſv, as he may one day 
be more thankful and capable of your 
kindneſs, by profiting muck from your 
good inttruttiens and advice. And ſinee 
you ſo earneſtly preſs me, by the memoi y 
of your deceaſed friend, to let you know 
wherein you might oblige me, I will 
venture to break the bounds of modetly 
ſo far, as to tell you I ſhould be ex- 
tremely pleaſed to receive from yourſelf 
the laſt edition of your incompu able 
Eſſay of Human Underttandieg, aud ſuc 
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other pieces of your works as you ſhall 
think fit; for all which, as I have a 
great eſteem, fo I ſhould have a more 
particular regard, coming from yourſelf, 
as à private memorial of my dear bro- 


ther's friend, an of a perſon for whom 


J have ſuch an extraordinary value; as I 
- ſhall ever be proud of owning mylel!, 
Sir, your truly affectionate and humble 
ſe vant 


LETTER LXIX. 


Mr. Locke to Dr. Mol, neux. 


Sta, | Oztrs, 28th Jen. 1698-9. 
Have been flower in returving you 
my thanks forthe favour of your let- 


ter of the 26th of November, and the 


civilities you expreſs io me in it, than 
perhaps I ſhould have been. But the 
truth is, my thoughts never look towards 


Dublin now, without calting ſuch a cloud 


upon my mind, and laying ſuch a load 
of freſh ſorrow on me for the loſs of my 
dear fricnd, your brother, that I cannot 
without diſpleaſure tun them that way; 
and when I do it, I find myſelf very 
unfit for converſation and the entertain- 
ment of a friend, Jt 1s therefore not 
without pain that I bring myſelf to write 
you a ſcurvy letter What there wants 
in it of expreſhon, you muſt make up out 
of the eftcem I have for the memory of 
our common friend ; and I defire you 
not to think my reſpects to you the leſs, 
becauſe the loſs of your brother makes 
me not able to ſpeak them as I would, 
Since you air pleaſed to put ſuch a 
_ vVaine on my trifles, I have given order 
to Mi. Churchill to fend you my laſt 
reply to the biſhop of Worceſter, and 
the lait edition of my Treatiſe of Fqu- 
cation, which came forth fince Mr. Mo- 
Iyneux's Heath. I fend this with the 
more confidence to yov, hecanie your 
brother told me moe than once, that 
he tollowed the method I therein ffer 
to the world, in the breeding of his ſon. 
I with you may find it fit to he continued 
to him. and uſcful to you in bis educa- 
tion; for | cann+t but be wightily con- 


cerned for the ton of ſuch a father, and 


wiſh that he may grow up inte that 
eſteem and charatter which his father 
left behind him amongtt all good men 
who knew im. As tor my Eſſay con- 
cerning Human Underſtanding, it is now 
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out of print; and if it were not, I think 
I ſhould make you but an ill compliment 
in ſending it you leſs perfect than I de- 
ſian it ſhould be in the next edition, in 
which I hall make many additions toit; 
and when it is as perfect as I can make 
it, I know not whether in ſending it vou 
I ſhall not load you with a trouble ome 
and uſeleſs preſent. But ſince by detiring 
it you ſrem to promiſe we your accept- 
ance, I ſhall as ſoon as it is reprinted 
take the liberty to thruſt it into your 
ſtudy. I am, Sir, your molt humble and 
faithful ſervant. | 


LETTER IXY. 


From Lord Shafteſbury * [0 ——, 


| i Feb. 24th, 1506-7. 
[ AcceerT kindly the offer ot your cor- 

reſpondence, and chi-tly as it comes 
from you with heartineſs, aud (the belt of 
characters) ſimplicity. When this dif- 
poſition of heart attends our ſearches 
into learning and philoſophy, we nerd 
not fear being © yainly puffed up,“ or 
falling into that falſe way of wiſdom, 
which the ſcripture calls“ vain philoſo- 
« phy.” When the improvement ot out 
minds, and the advancement of our rea- 
ſon, is all we aim at; and this only to fit 
us for a perfcQez, more rational, and 
worthier ſeryice of God ; we can have no 
ſcruples whether or no the work be an 
acceptable one to him. But where nei- 
ther our duty to mankind, nor obedience 
to our Cteator, is any way the end or 
object of our ſtudies or exercites, be they 
ever ſo curious or exquiſite, they may be 
jultly ſtyled “ vain;“ and often the 
vainer, for carrying with them the falſe 
ſhew of excellence and ſuperierity. 

On this account, though there be no 
part of learning more advantageous even 
towards divinity than logics, metaphy- 
ſics, and what we call univerh:y-learning ; 
yet nothing proves moe dangerous to 
young minds unforewarned, or, what is 
worſe, prepoſſeſſed, with the excellency 
of ſuch learning; as if all wiſdom lay 
in the solution of thoſe 1iddies of the 
ſchool-men, who, in the laſt ages of the 
church, found out an effectua way to de- 
Itroy religion by philoſophy, and tender 


* Theſe letters were written before the 
CharaQerillics, Which were falk publiſhed 
dn 1711. 


reaſon 
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reaſon and philoſophy ridiculous, under 
that garb they had put on it. If your 
circumitances or condition ſuffer you to 
enter inta the world by a univerfity, well 
is it for you that you have p:evented ſuch 
| prepoſſethon, 

Howeve', I am not ſorry that I lent 
you Mr Locke's Eſſay of Human Un- 
derſtanding; which may as well qualify 
for buſineſs and the world, as for the 
ſciences and a univerſity. No one has 
done more towards the recalling of phi- 
loſophy from barbarity, inte uſe and 
practice of the world, and into the com- 
pany of the better and politer ſort ; who 
might well be aſhamed of it in its other 
dels. No one has opened a better or 


clearer way to reafoning. And above 


all, I wonder to hear him cerſured fo 
much by any church of England men, 
for advancing reaſon and bringing the 
uſe of it ſo. much into religion; when it 
is by this only that we fight againſt the 
enthuſi+ſts, and repel the great enemies 
of our church. It is by this weapon alone 
that we combat thoſe vihoraries, who in 
the laſt age broke in ſo foully upon us, 
and are now (pretendedly at leaſt) 
eſte emed ſo terrible and dangerous, 

Bur though I am one of thoſe, who in 
theſe truly happy times, eſteem our church 
as wholly out of danger; yet ſhould we 
heatken to thoſe men who diſclaim this 
uſe of reaſon in religion, we muſt lay our- 
{elves open afreſh: to all fanatics. For 
what elſe 1s fanaticiſm ? Where does the 
ſt:els of their cauſe lie? Are not their 
unintelligible motions of the ſpirit; their 
unexprefſible pretended feelings, appre- 
nenſſons, and lights within ; their inſpi- 
rations in prophecy, extempore prayer, 
:1eaching, &c. are wot thele, I ſay, the 
cundations on which they build their 
cauſe ? Are not our cold dead teaſonings 
(as they call them) a reproxch and ftun;- 
bling-bluck to them? if you will believe 
"their leaders, who are inſtantly cut off 
hom all their pretences to gifts and ſpi- 
fi's, and ſupernatural graces, if they are 
once hronght to the teſt of cool reaſon 
ard deliberate examination. 
we thus sive up our cauſe, by giving up 
rrafon ? Shall we give them up our Til— 
lotlons, our Barrows, our Chillingworths, 


our Hammonds ? For what leſs is it to 


dee vp this way of reaſon ſo much decry- 


*d by thoſe condemners of Mr. Locke? 


But ſuch is the ſpirit of ſore men in con- 
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troverſial matters. A certain noted eler- 
gyman of learning and ability, and great 
reputed zeal, a great enemy of Matter 
Locke, has (as I am lately told) turned 
rigid Calviniit, as to all the points of pre · 
deſtination, free-grace, &c. and not only 
this clergywan, but ſ-veral more in the 
univerſity of that high party, who ran as 
high in oppoſition to Calviniſm but one 
reign or two ſince. The teaſon of this is 
but too obvious. Our biſhops and dig- 


nified churchmen (the moſt worthily and 
juttly dig nified of any in any age), are, 
as they ever were, inelinable to modera- 


tion in the high Calviniſtie points. But 
they a-e alſo inclinable to moderation in 
other points. | 
| Hinc illæ lachryme. 


They are for toleration, inviolable to- 
leration (as our Queen nobly and Chriſ- 
tianly ſaid it, in her ſpeech a year or two 


ſince); and this is itſelf is tolerable with 


our high gentlemen, who deſpiſe the gen- 
tleneſs of their Lord and Maſter, and the 
{weet mild government of our Queen, pre- 
ferring rather that abominable blaſphe- 
mous repreſentative of church power, at- 
tended with the worſt of temporal go- 
vernments, as we ſee it in perfeftion of 
each kind in France. From this, and 
from its abettors of every kind, and in 
every way, I pray God deliver us, whilſt 
we are duly thankful for what in his Pro- 
vidence he has already done towards it, 
and to the happinels' and glory of our 
excellent Queen, and country. So farewel. 
I ani your good friend to ſerve you. 


LETTER LXXI. 


From the ſame io the ſame. 


May 1oth, 1707. 
GCINCE your diſpoſition inclines you ſo 
= ltrongly towards univerſity-learning: 
and your ſound exerciſe of your reaſon 
and the integii'y of your heart, give 


1 god aſſurance againſt the narrow prin- 
nd can 


ciples and contagious manner of thoſe 
corrupted places, whence all noble and 
free principles ought rather to be propa - 
gate. ; I ſhall not be wanting to you on. 
my part, when I ſhall fee the fruit of 
your ftniites, life, and converſation, an- 
{werable to thoſe good feeds of principles 
you ſcem to carry in you, ; 
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I am glad to find your love of reaſon 
and free-thought, Your piety and vir- 
tue, I know, you will always keep; eſpe- 
cially ſinet your deſires and natural incli- 
nations are towards fo ſerious a ſtation in 
life, which others undertake too ſlightly, 
and without examining their hearts. 
Pray God direct you, aud cor firm your 


good beginnings, and in the practice of 


virtue and religion; aſſuring yourſelf that 


the higheſt principle, which is the love of 


God, is beſt attained, not by dark ſpecu- 
lations and morckiſh philoſophy, but by 
moral practice, and love of mankind, and 
a ſtudy of their intereſts; the chief of 
which, and that which only raiſes them 
above the degree of brutes, is freedom of 
reaſon in the learned world, and good 
government and liberty in the civil world. 
Tyranny in one is ever accompanied, or 
ſoon followed, by tyranny in the other. 
And when ſlavery is brought upon a peo- 
ple, they are ſoon reduced to that baſe 
and brutal ſtate, both in their under- 
ſtandings and morals, 
True zeal therefore for God or reli- 
gion, muſt be ſupported by real love for 
mankind : and love of mankind cannot 
conſiſt but with a right knowledge of 
man's great intereſts, and of the only 
way and means (that of liberty and free- 
dom) which God and nature has made 
' neceſſary and eſſential to his manly dig- 
nity and character. They therefore who 
betray theſe principles, and the rights of 
mankind, betray religion even fo as to 
make it an inftrument againſt itſelf, 

But I muſt have dene, and am your 
good friend to ſerve you. 


9 


LETTER » 
From Lord Shafteſbury to —. 


November igth, 1707. 
Tier if your heart correſpond. en- 
tirely with your pen, and if you tho- 
roughly feel those good principles you 
have expreſſ d, I cannot but have a great 


Increaſe of kindneis and efteem for you. 


Imagine not, that I ſuſpe&t you of fo 
mean a thing as hypocriſy or affected 
virtue: | am fully ſatisfied you mean and 
intend what you Wite. But, alas | the 


misfortune of youth, and not of youth 


merely, but. of human nature, is ſuch, 


that it is a thouſand times eaſier to frame 
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than to practiſe the leaſt part. And per. 
haps this is one of the chief reaſons why 
virtue is ſo ill praQtiſed ; becauſe the im. 
preſſions, which ſeem ſo ſtrong at firſt, 
are too far relied on. We are apt to 
think, that what appears ſo fair, and 
ſtrikes us ſo forcibly, at the firſt view, 
will ſurely hold with us. We launch 
forth into ſpeculation ; and after a time, 


when we look back and ſee how flowly 


practice comes up to it, we are the ſooner 
led to deſpondency the higher we had 
carried our yiews before. 

Remember therefore to reſtrain your- 
ſelf within due bounds ; and to adapt 
your contemplation to what you are ca- 
pable of praftifing. For there is a fort 
of ſpiritual ambition; and in reading 
thoſe truly divine authors whom you haye 


ſometimes cited to me, I have obſerved. 
many to haye miſcarried by too fervent 


and eager a purſuit of ſuch perfection. 
Glad I am, however, that you are not 
one of thoſe dull ſouls that are incapable 
of any ſpiritual refinement. I rejoice to 
ſee you raiſe yourſelf above the rank of 
fordid and ſenſual ſpirits, who, though ſet 
apart and deſtined to ſpirituals, under- 
ftand not that there is any thing prepa- 
ratory to it, beyond a little ſcholarſhip 
and knowledge of forms. I rejoiee to 
lee that you think of other preparations 
and another diſcipline of the heart and 
mind, than what is thought of amongſt 
that indolent and ſupine race of men. 
You are ſenſible, I perceive, that there 
is another fort of ſtudy, a protounder me- 
ditation, which becomes thoſe who are 
to (et an example to mankind, and ht 
themſelves to expound and teach - thoſe 
ſhort and ſummary precepts, and divine 
laws, deliveted to us in politive. com- 
mands by our facred Legiſlator. | 
It is our buſineſs, and of all, as many 
as are raiſed in knowledge above the 
poor illiterate ard lahorious vulgar, to 


explain as far as poſſible the reaſons of 


thoſe laws; their conſent with the law of 
nature; their ſuitableneſs to ſociety, and 
to the peace, happmels, and enjoyment 
of ourſeives, It is there alone that we 


have need of recoufe to fire and brim- 
flone, and what other puniſhments the 
divine goodneſs (for our good) has con- 
deſcended to threaten us with z where 
the force of thefe arguments cannot 


Our 


prevail. 
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Our buſineſs within ovrſelves is to ſet 
om ſelves free according to that perfect 
law of liberty, which we are bid to look 
into. And J am delighted to read theſe 
words from you, viz. that we are made 
to contemplate and love God entirely, 
and with a fee and voluntary love, But 
this you well lee is a myſtery too deep 
for thoſe ſouls whom you converſe with, 
and ſee around you, T hey have ſcarce 
heard of what it 1s to combat with their 
appetites and ſenſes, They think them- 


ſelves ſufficiertly juſtified as men, and 


ſufficiently qualified as holy men and 
teachers of religion, if they can compaſs 
matiers by help of circumſtances and out- 
ward fortune, ſo as happily to reſtrain 
theſe luſts and appetites of theirs within 
the bounds of ordinary human laws. 
Hence thoſe allvrements of external ob- 


jeas (as you well remark) they are ſo 


tar trom declining, that they rather rae 
and advance them by all pothble means, 


without fear of adding fuel to their in- 


flamed deſies, in a heart which can never 
burn towards God till thoſe other fires 
are extinct. 

God grant that ſince you know this 
better way, this chaſte and holy diſci- 
pline, you may (till purſue it with that juſt 
and pious jealouſy over your own heart, 


that neither your eyes, not any of your 


ſenſes, may be led away to Jerve them- 
ſelves, or any thing but that Creator who 
made them for his ſe vice, and in whom 
alone is happinels and reft. 

| wiſh you well, and ſhall be glad to 
hear ſtill of you, 


LETTER LXXill. 


5 From the Same ts the ſame. 


Apr'l 24, 1708. 

1 Have received yours every week, and 

am highly ſatisfied with your thoughts; 
not doubting but they are truly your own 
and natural, as well as your manner of 
expieffing them; for in this I would have 
you keep an entie frerdom, and deliver 
your ſentiments ſtill nakedly, and without 
art or ornament. For it 1s the heart 1 
look for: and-though the ornaments of 
Ityle are what you are obliged to ſtudy 
ard practiſe on other occaſions, the leſs 
you regard them, and the greater fimpl1- 
city you diſcover in writing privately to 
 mylelf, the greater my Mi, faction is, 
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and the more becoming the part you have 


to act. | 
| was particularly pleaſed with your 
thoughts and reaſonings on Chrittian li- 
berty, ard the zeal you thew for that no- 
ble principle, by which we ceaſe to be 
{laves and drudges in religion; and by 


being reconciled to our duty, and to the 2 


excellence of thoſe precepts and injunc- 
tions, which tend abſolutely to our good 
and happineſs in every retpe&t, we be- 
come liberal ſervants and children of 
God, | 

A mind thus releaſed and ſet at liberty, 
if it once ſees its real good, will hardly 
be deprived of it, or diſheartened in the 
puiſuit, whatever diſcouragement ſur- 
rounds it. It is the inwaid enemy alone 
can ſtop it. For when a mind, (et free 
from voluntary error and ſelt darkenin; 
conceit, aſpires to what is. generous and 
deſerving, nothing but what is vile and 
flaviſh from within can deaden it; nothing 
but a baſe love of inward ſlavery, and an 
aJierence to our vices and corruptions, 
is able to effect this. | 

In ſome, who are horridly d-generate, 
this ſubmithon is wholly voluntary. Self- 
intereſt leads them, whether it be a pri- 
vate one of their own, or in ſocicty and 


.confedeiacy with ſome faction or party, 


to the ſupport of temporal ends. In this 
caſe it earries a ſpecious ſhew of public 
good; whether it be in church or fate. 
And thus it is often the occalion of an 
open denial of reafon, and of a bare- 
faced oppolition to, the -glorivus ſearch of 
truth. — 

In others, it is mere floth and lazineſs, 


or ſordid appetite and luſt, which, b-ing- 
ing them under the power of fin and ig- 


norance, fits them for palitical ſervitude 
by moral proftituiion. For when the ty- 
ranny of luſt and paſſion can be indul ent- 
ly permitted, and even efteemed a happi- 
neſs, no wonder if liberty of thought be in 


little eſteem. Every thing civil or ſpritu- 


al of this kind muſt needs be diſregarded, 
or rather looked upon wit jealouly and 
apyrehenſion. 

For one tyranny ſupports another : one 
ſlavery helps and miniſters to another. 
Vice miniſters to ſuperſtition ; and a gain- 
ful miriſtrels the is: ſapeittition on the 
other hand returns the kindneſs, and will 
not be uwngrateful. Superſtition tupports 
per ſecution, and perſecution ſupe: ſtit on. 

Vice and jatemperance is but an in- 
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ward perſecution. 
begins. 


« vine part,” is perſecuted and impriſon- 
ed. 'T boſe who ſubmit to this tyranny, 
in time not only come to ke it, but 


plead for it, and think the law of virtue 


tyrannical and againſt nature, 

So in the abſolute goyernments of the 
world : nations, that ſubmit to arbit:ary 
rule, love eyen their form of govern- 
ment; if one may call that a form which 
is without any, and, like vice itſelf, 
knows neither law nor order. 

In this ſtate the mind helps forward 
the ill work. For when reaſon, as an 
antagoniſt to vice, js become an inward 


enemy, and has once loſt her intereſt with 


oy 


mind. 


the ſou] by oppoſing every fayourite paſ- 


fion, ſhe will then be ſoon expelled an— 
other province, ard lie under futpicion 
for every attempt ſhe makes upon the 
She 18 preſently miſcalled and 
abuſed. She is thought notional in the 
underſtanamg, whimhcal in company, 
ſeditious in the ttate, heretical in the 
church. Even in philolophy, her own 
proper dom it ions, ſhe is looked upon as 
none of the beſt companions; and-here 
alſo. authon is feſpected as the moſt 
convenient: vide. 

This we find to be the temper of cer- 
tain places; where wit and ſenſe, how- 
ever, aie not Wanting, nor learning of a 
certain kind. So that what is at the 
bottom of all this is eably ſeen by thoſe 
who ſee thi-ſe places, and can but make 
uſe of cheir eyes to obſerye manners and 
morals. 6 

It is pretty viſible indeed that the origi- 
nal of all is in thoſe ſordid vices of floth, 
lazineſs and ir temperance. This makes 

way for ambition; but bow ſhould ihele 
be fo illufftioufly maintained and yindi- 
cated wi-hyut large temperal power, and 
the umbrage of authorr'y ? Hence it is 
that thoſe mother vices are ſo indul; ently 
treated. in thoſe places, and that temper- 
ance and virtue are looked upon with an 
evil cye, as fanatically inclined. For 
who that is morally tiee and has aflerted 


his inward liberty, can fee truth thus 


held, reaſon and ingenuity ſuppreſſed, 
without ſome ſeeret abhorrence and de- 
teſtation ? 


But this you are n apprized of; 


nor can N miſcarry or be turned aſide 


ELEGANT EPISTLES. 
It is here the violence 
Here truth is firſt held in un- 


righieouſneſs, and the yvoroy © reaſon, 
„% the knowable. the intelligible, the di- 
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by impoſture, or aſſuming formality and 
pride of any kind You know your li- 
herty: uſe it, and be free. But uſe it ag 


becomes vou, with all due meekneſs and 


ſubmiſſion as to outward carriage. It is 


the inward man that is to be relieved and 


reſcued from his chains. Others need 
not your admonition; nor is this your 

duty, but far contra'y. Preſcrve your- 
ſelf from the contagion, and it is enough: 

a great taſk'it is, and will appear fo to 
yon, if you are hearty in it and concern— 
ed for the thing itf{clf, not the appearance. 
For the inclination towards rebuke and 
rectifying of others, which feels like zeal 


in us, is often the deceit of pride and 


ſelf-conceit, which finds this way to 


ſcreen 1:ſelf and manage undiſcovered. 


Keep your virtu- and honeſty to your- 
ſelf; for if it be truly ſuch, it will be in 
no pain for being kept ſecret, And thus 
you may be ſafe, and in due time, per- 
haps, uſetul alſo to others, Learn to dif- 
courſe and reaſon with yourſelf, or, as you 
honeſtly do, in letters to me. "Trouble not 
others; nor be provoked to ſhew your 
ſentiments, and hetray noble and ge- 
nerous truths to ſuch as can neither bear 
them, nor thoſe whom they ſuſpect to be 
in poſſeſſion of them. 

Mind that which is the chief of all, 
liberty; and ſubdue early your own tem- 
per and appetites. It will then be time 
for higher ſpeculations, when thoſe wan- 
dering imaginations, vain conceits, and 
wanton thoughts of youth, ate moztified 
and ſubdued. Religion then will have no 
enemy oppoſed to her; and in ſpite of 
ſuperſtition, and all tpiritual tyrannies of 
the world, will ſoon be found a joyful 
taſk, the pleatantett of all lives, quite 
other than as commonly repreſented. 

Look chicfly to this practice; for tbis 
is always permitted you; this you can be 
employed in every hour, even when books 
and privacy ate denied you, and buſineſs 
and attendance required, "The more 
you are a {:rvant in this. ſenſe, the more 
you wil] - partake of that chief liberty 
which is learnt ty obedience and ſub- 
million. And,thus even they who per- 
haps, hy their hang htineſs and har hne!s, 
would render yu a ſlave and awe you into 
ſervile thou: hts, will moſt of at! contribute 
to your manumiſſion; if by their ſad ex- 
ample they teach you (in meeknels fill 
and humanity) to detcit the more their 
. peiſecuting, and bitter spirit, 


ſupported 


— 
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ſupported by their vices, and ſhew you 
eridently that great truth, that . ty1anny 
« can never be exerciled but by one who 
« js already a flave.” 

Be afſured, therefore, that where the 
heart diſdains this original corruption, 
the mind will be its friend; and by de- 
;ycring it from all fpirituil bondage will 
qualify it for a further progreſs, reward- 
ing virtue by felt. Por of vutve there 


can be no reward but of the lame ind 


with itſelf; nothing can be fſuperaddegl 
to it: and even heaven itſelf can be no 
other than the addition ot grace to grace, 
virtue to virtue, and knowledge to know- 
ledze ; by which we may ſtill more and 
more comprehend the chict virtue, and 
higheſt excellence, the giver and diſpenſer 
of all ; to whom I commit you, and pray 
your ſtudies may be effectual. So tarewel, 


LET 1 EE KR LAXIY, 


From Lord Shafteſbury to . 


January 28h, 1708-9. 
Was that morving thinking with my- 
leit what was become of you; and al- 

molt reſolved to have you enquired fer at 

your father's; when J received your very 

!urprifing lever, which brought o good 

an account of yourſelf, and a pivot how 

well you had ſpent your tune, during this 
your long ſilence. 

Itwas providential, ſurely, that I ſhould 
happen once to ſpeak to you of the Greek 
language, when you aſked concerning the 
tuundations of leatr.ug, and the ſource 
and fountain of thoſe delights we have, 
whether in morality or dwiuy. It was 
not pothble tor me to ar twer you deceit- 
tully or ſughtly. "= coul not but point 
out to you where the ſprirg-head lay. 
But, as well as I can remember, I bad you 
rut be c1{couraged ; for by other chan- 
nels, derived fiom thoie fountains, you 
would be ſufficiently ſupplied with the 


Knowledge neceſſary for the folemn cha- 


lacter that lay belore you, 

You hearkened to me, it ſeems, with 
great attention and belief, and did reſolve 
io take no middle way. But little could 
| have thought that you dared to have 
made your attempt on the other fide, in- 
tead of drawing in your forces, and col- 
le ding your ttrength and the remainder 
of your pre cinus time tor what lay on 
this hither fide, But ſince God would 
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have it ſo, ſo be it: and I pray God 
proiper you in your daring attempt, and 
blets you with true modeſty and fimplicity 
in all the other endravours and practices 
of your lite, as you have had courage and 
mighty boldneſs in this one. 

And ſo indeed 1 may natuially happen 


by the ſame good providence ; ſince at 


the wit that you began this enterpriſe, 


you have fallen into ſuch excellent read- 


ing. And it, as you thew by your 1-tter, 
dunplicius's Comment be your delight, 
cven that alone is a ſufhcient earneſt of 
your foul's improvement as well as of 
your mind's, if fuch a diffinftion may 
well be made : for alas! all that we call 
improvement of our minds in dry and 
empty ſpeculation, all learning or what- 
ever elle, either in theology or other 
ſcience, which has not a direct tend.ncy 
to fender us honelter, milder, juſter, aud 
better, is far from being j iſtly to called. 
And even all that philoſophy which is 
built on the comparilon and compounding 


of ideas, complex, implex, reflex, and all 


that din and noiſe of metaphyſics; alt 
that pretended ſtudy and ſcience of na- 
ture called natural philoſophy, Al iſtote- 
lian, Caitehan, or whatever elle it be; 
all thoſe high contemplations of ſtars and 
iphercs and planets; and all the other 
inqu:{itive curious parts of learning, are 
ſo tar tiom being nge (ſary 1 provemen ts 
of the mind, th:t without the utmoſt 
care they ſerve only to blow it up in con- 
cet and folly, aud render men more {tiff 
in their 1gnorance and vices. 

And this brings into my thoughts a 
ſmall piece of nue learning, which I think 


is generally bound up with Simplicius and. 


Epitletus ; it is the Table (or Pictu e) of 
Cebes the Socratic, and elder diſciple of 
Plato. This golden picce I wonld nave 
you ttudy, and have by heart; the Greek 
too bring pure and excellent: and by 


this picture you will better underftand my 


hint, and know the true learuing from 
that which falſely paſſes under the name 
of wiſdom and ſcience. | 


As for the divine Plato, I world not 


wiſh you, as yet, to go beyond a dialogue 
or two; ard let thoſe be the firit aud fe- 
cond Alcibiades : for now I will direct 
and afſit you all I can, that you may gra- 
dually proceed, and not meet with ſtum— 
bling-blocks in your war, or what initead 
of forwarding may reiare you, 


Read theſe picces again and avain. 
| Sul, end 
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read but here and there. 


Suſpend ſor a while the reading of Epic- 
tetus; and read of Marcus Antonmus 
only what you perfectly und-rftand. Look 
into no commentator ; though he has two 
very learned ones ; Gataker, and Caiau- 


bon; and by no means ſtudy or fo much 


as think on any of the paſſages that cieate 


any difficulty or heſitation : but, as I tell 


you, keep to the plain and ealy paſſiges, 
which you may maik or write out, and 
ſo uſe on occalion, as you walk or go 
about. For I reck&j you are a good 
improver of your time, and that you ma- 


nage every moment to advantage; elf>. 


you could never have thus ſuddenly ad- 
vanced ſo far as you have done. 

But, in this caſe, you muſt take care 
of your health, by moving and uſing ex- 
erciſe, which makes me ſpeak of walking. 
For the mind mutt (ſuffer, in ſome leaks 
when the body does. Aud ſtudents, who 
ate over-eager, and neglect this duty, 
hurt both their health and temper: the 
latter of which has a fad influence on 
their minds; and makes them, like ill 
veſſels, four whatever is put into them, 
though of eyer fo good a kind. For 
never do we more need à juſt cheerful- 
neſs, good humour, or alacrity of mind, 


than when we are contemplating God 


ard virtue. So that it may be alliened 
as ore cauſe of the auſterity and harſhnels 
of fome men's divinity, that in their ha- 
bit of mind, and by that very moroſe and 
ſour temper, which they contact with 
their hard ſtudies, they make the idea of 
God ſo much after the pattero of their 
own bitter ſpirit. 


But, as | was ſaying concerning your , 


progrels, it is better for you to read in 
a tall compals what is good and excel- 
lent, and of eaſy conception (without 


ſtop or difficulty, as to the ſpeculation), 


than to read much in many. 

And having thus corfined you, as to 
three of your authors mentioned, and fet 
your bounds; I proceed to the fourth, 
which is Lucian ; with whom, for a very 
different reaſon, I would have you alio 
For though he 
is one of the politelt writers of the latter 


age; he only has ſet himſelf out like the 


jay in the fable, with the ſpoils of thoſe 
excellem and divine works by way of di- 
alogue (which was the way that an- 
cie dy all the philoſophers wrote in); 
moſt of which works ae now. loſt and pe- 


iſhed; aud I fear the true reaſon why 
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Lucian was preſeryed, initead of any of 
the other, was beeauſc of the envy of the 
Chriſtian church, which foon began to 
be ſo corrupt; and finding this author to 
be fo truly profane, and a ſcoffer of his 
own and all religions, they were con- 
iented to bear his immorality and diffa. 
luie ſtyle and manners, only for the (a. 
tisfattion of ſceing the heathen -religiun 
ridiculed by a heathen, and the good 
and ptous writers (unjultly ty led protane) 
moſt monſtrouſly abuſed by a wreich, who 
was truly the moſt protane and impious ; 
and who, at the ſame tine, even in the 
pieces that are left of him zu the ſame 
book, treats both Moſes and' ouc Saviour, 
and the whole Chriſtian religion, as con- 
temptibly as he does his own. There- 
fore, as his dialogues of his courtezans 
are horridly vicious and licentious, and 
againſt all good manners; and as his 
dialogues of the gods are mere buffoonry, 
and his abuſe of Plato, Socrates, and the 
re ſt of thole divine heathens as unjuſt and 
wicked, as really they zre mean and r1- 
diculous ; [ hows: nut by any means have 
you to learn Greek at ſuch a coſt. There 
are ſome dialogues bound up, which are 
not of Lucian's: and theſe are the beſt, 
Ore concerning the cynics (whom he 
elſewhere ſo abuſes) is of that number, 
as I take itz and ſome pleaiant treatiles 
there are beſides, all in pure Greek. 

But here is the great aud eflential mat- 
ter, of the laſt conſequerce to our louls 
and minds, to keep them from the con- 
tagion of plcaſure, And to ſhe you, 
that | am not by this an imitator of the 

vere aſcetic monaltic race of divines, 
or an admirer of any thing that looks 
ike rettraint in knowledge, or learning, 
o ſpeculation ; conſider ot this that I am 
going to lay to you; and carry your re- 
tieAion as tar back as to that firſt little 
glimmering of ingenuity, which ſhewed 
ittelf in yoa in your childhood; I mean 
the ait of painiing. Had you been 10 
have made one of thoſe aititts of the 
n«bler kind, who paint hiſtory, and ac- 
tions, and nature; and bad you been ſent 
by me into Italy, or elſewhere, to lean 
the ſtyle aud manner of the great mal- 
ters; what advice, think you, ſhould I | 
have given you? 1 ſay, what advice! 
not as a Cheiſtian, or philoſopher, or 
man of virtue ; but merely as a lover of 
the art; ſuppoſing 1 had ever been of a 
very vicious lite, and had had no my 


* 
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and in ſending you abroad, than to have 
procured pictures, and have got you a 
maſterly hand in that kind, and to have 
employed you afterwards for my own uſe, 
and for the ornament of my houſe ; moſt 
certainly my advice muſt brave been this 
(and thus any other maſter or patron of 
common ſenſe would have accolt-d you); 

„ You are now going to learn what is 
„ excellent and beautitul in the way of 


painting. You will go where there 


ne many pictures of many different 
«- hands, and quite contrary in their 
© manner and ſtyle. You will find many 
„ judges of different opinions: and the 
„ worſt maſters, the worlt pieces, the 
« wortt ttyles and manners, will have 
« their admire!s. How is it you ſhould 
« form your reliſh? By what means 
« ſhall you come to have a right admi- 
« ration yourielf, and praiſe and imitate 
« only what is truly exquiſite and good 
in the kind? If you follow your ſudden 
« fancy and bent; if you fix your eye 
« on that which moſt ſt-ikes and plea'es 
« you at the fiiſt fight ; you will moſt 
„certainly never come to have a good 
« eye at all. You will be led aſide, and 
« have a florid, gay, fooliſh fancy : and 
« any lewd tawdry piece of dawbing 
« will make a ſtronger impreſſion on 
« you, than the molt wajeitic chalte 
« piece of the ſobereſt maſter; and a 
% Flemiſh or a French manner will more 
« prevail with you, than a true Italian. 
+ How ſhall we do then id this caje ? 
„% —Why cven thus: (tor what way is 
there elſe ?) make it a ſolemn rule to 
vow ſell, to check your own eye and 
tancy, which naturally leads to ; atety, 
and turn it ſtrongly on that which it 
cares not at fir ft to dwell upon. Be ſure 
+ that you pals by, on every occation, 
whatever little idle piece of a negli 
gent loote kind may be apt to detain 
your ey2; and fix yourſelt upon the 


pieces of ſuch as ware known vi- 
N tublos, and admired by all ſuch It 
you find no grace or charm at the firii 


ail that you poſſibly can; and when 


'* ity copy it, cultivate the idea, and 
labs ur till you have worked yourſelf 


aid undes ſtanding of what is tiviy 
beauti:ul in the kind.“ 


nubler, more maſterly, and ſtudied” 


* you have got one glimpſe, improve 


into a right taſte, and formed a iehfh. 
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This is what any ordinary maſter or pa- 
tron of common good ſenſe would have 
ſaid to you upon you: enter priſe on paint- 
ing; and this is what I now ſay to you 
on your great enterpriſe on knowledge 
and learning. This is the reafon I cry 
out to you againſt pleaſure; to beware of 
thoſe paths which lead to a wrong krow- 
ledge, a wrong judgment of what is ſu- 
p'emely beautiful and good. 

Your endeavour and hope is to know 
God and goodnels, in which alone there 
is true enjoyment and good. The way 
to this is tot, to put out your eyes, or 
hood-wink yourſelf, or lie in the dark, 
expeQing to ſee viſions, No, you need 
not apologize for yourſelf (as you do). 
for deliring to rea! Origen, the good 
Father, and belt of all tho!e they call ſo. 
You ſhall not only, by my content, read 
Origen, but even Celtus himſelf, who 
was a heathen, and writ zealouſly 
againſt the Chriſtians, whom Origen 
defends. So far am I from bidding you 
tly heietical or heathen books, where 
good manners, honeſty, and fair reaſon 
ſhew themlelves. But where vice, ill 
manners, abuſtve wit, and buffoonry ap- 
pear, the prejudice is juſt ; pronounce 
againſt ſuch authors, fly them, and con- 
denn them. : 

Preſerve yourſelf, and keep your eye 
and judgment clear, But if the eye be 
not open to all fair and handſome ſpecta- 
cles, how ſhould you learn what is fair 
and handſome? You would praiſe God: 
But how would you praiſe him? and 
for what? Know you, as yet, what 
true excellence is? The attributes, as 
you call them, Which you have learnt in 
your catechißin, or in the higher ſchools 
of the ſchool-men and divines ; the attri- 
hutes, I. fay, ot juſtice, . goodneſs, wiſ- 
dom, and the like, are they really un- 
dexſtood by you or do you talk of theſe 
by rote ? If fo; what is this but giving 
words to God, not praiſe, nor honour, 
nor Fly? If the Apoſtle appeals to 
whatſoever is lovely, whatſoever is ho- 


neſt (or comely), whatſcerer is virtue, 
looking, look on; continue to obſerve 


or praiſe-wortkinefs ; how ſhall we un- 
derftar d his appeal, till we have ſtudied ? 
Or do we know theſe things from 
our Cradies? For ſince we were men, 
we never vouchſated to inquire : but took 
for granted that we were ning in the 
matter : which yet, without philoſophy, 
i; is impoſhble we fhould be: ſo that 
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when, without philoſophy, we make uſe 
of theſe high terms, and praiſe God in 
theſe philoſophical charaQers, we may be 
very good, and pious, and well mean- 
ing ; but indeed we are little better than 
parrots in de yotion. 

To return therefore to the picture, and 
the advice I am to give you in your ſtudy 
of that great and malterly hand which 
has drawn all things, and exhibited this 
great maſter-piece of nature, this world 
or univerſe, The frit thing is, that you 
prepare and clear your fight ; that your 
eye be fmple, pure, uncorrupted, and 
ready and fit to receive that light which 
is to ſhine into it. This is done by vir- 
tue, mrekneſs, modeſty, fincerity. And 
way being thus made, your reſolution 
flanding towards truth, and you being 
conſcious to yourſelf, that whilſt you ſrek 
truth you cannot offend the God of truth; 


de not afraid of viewing all and com- 
paring all, 


For without compariſon of 
the falle with the true of the ugly with 
the beauteous, of the dark and obſcure 
with the bright and ſhining, we can mea- 
ſure nothing, or apprehend any thing 
that is excellent. We may be as well 
pagan, heathen, Turk, or any thing elſe; 
if being at Conſtantinople, Iſpaban, or 
wherever the ſeat of any great empire is, 
we refuſe to look on Chriſtian authors, 


or hear their ſober apologiſts, as being 


contrary to the hiſtory impoſed on us, 


with an utter deſtrudtion and' cancelling 
ok all other hiſtory or philolophy whai- 


Rr. --- - 

But this fear being ſet ſide, which is 
ſo wholly unworthy of God, and fo de- 
bafing to his Randaid of reafon which he 
has placed in us; our next concern is to 
look impar'ially into all authors, and 
upon all nations, avd into all parts of 
learning ard human life; to ſeek ard 
find out the true pulchrum, the honeflum, 
the xa; hy wich ſtandard and mea- 
ſure we may know God ; and know how 
to praiſe him, when we have lcarnt what 
is praiſe- worthy, 

Be this your ſearch,” and by theſe 
mens and by this way 1 have ſhewn 
you. S-ek tor the za in every thing, 
beginning as low as the plants, the fichds, 


Or even the common ats of mankind, 


to fee what is heawteous, and what con- 
trary. Thus, and by the original foun- 
tains you ae arrived 10, you will, under 
Providence, atiain beauty and true wil- 


- what is good, and what i 
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dom for yourſelf, being true to virtue; 
and ſo God proſper you. 
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LETTER LXXV. 
Lord Shafteſbury to 


February 8th, 1709. 

I COMMEND your honeſt liberiy ; and 
therefore in the uſe of it recommend 

to you the purſuit of the fame thoughts, 
that you have ſo honeſtly aud naturally 
grafted upon the ſtock afforded you : to 
which God grant a true life and increaſe. 
Time will be, whey your greateſt diſ- 
turbance will ariſe from that ancient dif. 
ficulty vd 75 xax%y, But when you have 
well inued yourſelf to the precepts and 
ſpeculation which give the view of its 
voble contrary (75 za>iy), you will reit 
ſatisfied. But be perſuaded, in the mean 
time, that wiſdom is more from the 
heart, than from the head. Feel goodneſs, 
and you will ſee all things fair and good. 
Let it be your chief endeavour to make 
acquaintance with what is good : that by 
ſeeing perfectly, by the help of reaſon, 
I, you may 

prove Whether that which is from reve- 
lation be not perfectly good and con- 
formable to this ſtandard. For if ſo, the 
very end of the goſpel proves its truth, 
And that which to the vulgar is only 
knowable by miracles, and teachable by 
poſitive precepts and commands, to the 
wiſe and virtuous is demonſtrable by the 
nature of the thing. So that how can we 
forbear to give our aſſent to thoſe doc- 
trines, and that revelatien, which is de- 
livered to us, and enforced by mt- 
racles and wondeis ? But to us, the 
very teſt and proof of the divineneſs 
and truth of that revelation is from the 
excellence of the things revealed : other- 
wiſe the wonders themſclves would have 
little effect or power ; nor could they be 
thoroughly depended on, were we even 
as near to them as tho e who lived moie 
than a thouſand years ſince, when they 
were frethly wrought, and ſtrong in the 
memery of men, This is what alone can 


. juſtify our eaſineſs of faith; and in this 


1elpe& we can never be too refigned, too 
willing, or too complaiſant, | 
Meanwhile let your eye he Gmple, and 
turn it trom the abees to the Sete. View 
God in goodneſs, and in his works, which 
have that character. Dwell with wr 
an 
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| a"d beauty, and order: ſtudy and love 


what is of this kind; and in time you will 
know and love the author. Faiewet. 


LETTER LXXVi. 
From the ſame to the fame. 


May 5th, 1709. 
[ AM mightily ſatisfi d with your urit- 
ing to me as you do: pray continue. 
I like your judgment and thoughts on 
the books you mention: the biſhop of 
Saliſbury's expoſition of the articles is, 


% doubt, highly worthy of your ſtudy. - 


None can better explain the tenſe of the 
church, than one who is the preateit 
pillar of it fince the firit founders; one 
who belt explained and aſſerted the te 
formation itſelf, was chiefly inſtrumental 
in ſaving it from popery before and at 
the revolution, and is now the trueſt ex- 
ample of laborious, primitive” ptous, 2nd 


learned epiſcopacy, The antidote, indeed, 


reconimended to you, was very abſurd, 
as you remark yourſeif; and pray have 
little to do with controverſy of any fort, 

Chillingworth againſt Popery is ſuſk- 
cient reading for you, and will teach you 
the beſt manner of that polemic divinity, 
It is enough. to read what 1s good ; and 
what you find bad lay aſide, The good 
you read will be a ſufficient prevention 
and anticipation againſt any evil, that 
may chance come acroſs you impercepti- 
bly. Fill yourſelt with good; and you 


will carry within you ſufficient anſwer to 


the bad; and by a fort of 1-(tinCt ſoon 
diſcern the one from the other. | 

Truſt your own heart whilſt you keep 
it honeſt, and can lift it up to the God of 
truth, as ſeeking that, and that only. 
But keep your felt from wrangling, and a 
controverſial ſpirit; for more harm is 
taken by a fierce ſour anſwer to an ill 
hook, than from the bouk itſelf, be it 
ever ſo ill. Therefore remember, 1 
charge you to avoid controverhal writers, 

If the ancients in their purity. are as 
yet out of your reach, ſeaich the mo- 
derns that are nearelt to them. If you 
cannot converſe with the moſt ancient, 
uſe the moſt modern. Fer the avthors 
of the middle age, and all that fort of 
philoſophy, as well as divinity, will be 
of little advantage to you. Gain the 
purity of the Engliſh, your own tongue; 
and read whatever is eſteemed polite or 
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well writ that comes abroad. 
give me an account of this. 

Meanwhile 1 am glad you read thofe 
modern divines of our nation who hved 
in this age, and were remarkable for 
mo:!eration, aud the Chriſtian principle 
of charity and tole: auen. 

Do as your genius directs you; and if 
you are virtuous add good, your genius 
will guide you right. But » hatever it 
he, either ancient or modern, that you 
chule or 1ead ; or however you change 
your opinion oi courſe of ſtudy; commu- 
nicate, and you ſhall be heard willing ly, 
and adviſed the beit I am able. g 

I think your genius has dictated right 
to you about a little pamphlet, which, 
it tres, is commonly foid with the re- 
flectioas lately writ upon it; which, if 
ſhort, 1 would not four once debar you 
trom, but have you hear what is faid in 
anſwer, left you ſhou'd ſeem to yourſelf 
miſtaken or diffi tent as to the wuth. 
For my own part, I cannot but think 
from my heart, that the author of the 
pamphlet (whatever air of humour he 
may give himtelf, the better to take with 
the polite wo-1d) is molt ſincere to virtue 
and religion, and even to the interelt of 
our church. For mary of our modern aſ- 
{-riors of toleration have ſeemed to lcave 
us dleſtitute of what he calls a public 
leading, or mw iy; which notion he 
treats us mere enthufiaſm, or hortid ir- 
1el1i210n. For, in truth, religion cannot 
be left thus to ſhift for ittelf, without the 
care and countenance of the magiſtrate. 
Bu: in the remarks, or teflecttons, 1 find 
the anſwerers ate fo far from underftand- 
ing this plaih fenle of a leading, that they 
think it means only a leading by the 
noſe So excellent wie theſe gentlemen 
at improving ridicule againit themſelves. 
They care vot who defends religion, of 
h Wit is defended, if it be not in their 
way. They cry out upon a deluge of 
ſcepticiſm breaking out ard oyerwnetm- 
ing us, in this witty knowing age; and 
yet they will allow no remedy proper in 
the cale, no application to the world in 
a more genteel, pulite, open, and free 
Way. They for their parts (witneis Dr, 
A —}y agai”|t the god Mr. H y 
have afferted viitue upon baſer p inciples, 
and mie falle and deſtructive by far, 
than Epicurns, Democritus, Ariitippus, 
or any of the ancient atheiſts. Thy 
have ſubverted all morality, all gra 


Vou may 
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of honeſty, and ſupplanted the whole doc- 
trine of our Saviour, under pretence of 
magmitying his revelation. In ph !ofophy 
they give up all foundations, all princi- 
ples of ſociety, and the very beit argu- 
ments to prove the being ot a Deity. 
And, by the way, this pamphlet, which 
they are fo offended at, is fo long on 
this head, that the author aſſerts the 


Deity even on the foundations of bis in- 


nate idea, and the power of this nosion 
even over atheiſts themſelves, ane by tae 
very conceſſion of Epicurvs and that ſect. 
—— But no more now. Continue 10 


inform me of your leading and of new 


books: and God be with you. 


LETTER LXXVII. 
Lord Shafteſbury to - : 


December zeth, 1709. 


I HeaRTILY approved your method 


and deſign, and continue to do . 
Get what you canof the Greek loavguage; 
Mt is the tountain of all; rot only of po— 


lite learning and philotophy,' but of dis 


vinity alſo, as being the language of our 
ſacred onscles. For even the Old Uetta— 
ment is in its beſt and t uen language in 


the Septuagint. All that you can get 


of leine tem other exerciſe and the 
required {houl-learme, apply to Greek, 
The few good books of our divires 
and moralifts, which you have diicorered 
by your own .fgacry, will ſerve you 
both for language ana thought. ; 
Dr. Mere's Enchiridion Fihicum is a 
right good piece of ſound morals ; though 
the Doctor him{clf, in other Ene lich 
preces, could not abide by it, bw! made 


diff cor excutfiorns into other regions, 


aud was perhaps as great an enthnlis{t 
as any of thoſe whom he wrote 2gaintt. 
However, he was a leained and a good 
man. | 

Remember my former cautions and re- 
commendatons; and endeavour above 
all things to avid the conceit und pride 
which is almoit naturally inherent to the 
function 26 calling you are about to un- 


drertake. And fince we think fit :o call 


it prieſthool, fees that it be of fuch a 
kind, as may not make you ſay or think 
of yourtelf in the preſence of another, 
that you are holier than he. It is a ſo- 
Jemn pait ; but ſee and beware that the 


ſolemniiy do not abue you. And re- 
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member, that He, whom you own to be 
your maſter and legiſla:or, made no laws 
r-lating to civil power, or metering 
with it. So that ail the preheminence, 
wealth, or penſion, which you receive, 


or expe't to rective, by help of this al- 


ſumed character, is from the public, 
vw hence both the authority ard profit 1s 
derived, ard en which v legally de- 
pends ; all other pretenſions of prieſts 
being Jewith and hear heh, and 14 our 
ſtate tedious, ditloyal, and fattious; 
ſuch as. is that ſpit which now reigns 

in our univei ities, ard where: the high- 
church-men (as they are called) are pre» 
valent. But to this (thank God) our 
parhament, interpoling at, this witant, 
gives a check, by proceeding agai tt 
11. S , and advancing M. H 55 
of whom J have olten ſpoken to you. 

No more now, but Gal bl:is your 
tivdies and endeavours. Never was more 
nerd of a ſpitit of moderation and Cluit- 
tiarity among thoſe who. are entering 
on the miniſterial function; lince the 
contrary ſpirit has puſſeſſed almoit the 
whole priettho2d be, ond all tormer ta- 
natics, God ſend you all true Chriſti— 
anity, with that temper, lite, and man- 
ners, which become it. Farewel. 


LETTER LXxXVII. 


From the ſame to the ſame. 
| July ioth, 1719. 


BErLIfvED indeed it wot you exp-&- 

wg me every day at , that pre- 
vented your writing, ſince you received 
orders from the good biſhop, my lord 
of Salijibury ; who, as he his dose more 
than any man living for the good and 
honour of the church of England and the 
reformed nelipion, ſo he now fſuff.1s 
more than ay man from the tongues and 
flv.der of thole ungrateful church-men; 
who may well call themſelves by. that 
fingle term of diftin tion, having no claim 
to that of Chriſtiaeny or Proteſtant, 
ſince they have thrown off all the temper 
of the f mer, and all concern or interelt 
with the latter. 

[ hoe whatever advice the great and 
od biſtop gave you will fink deeply 
into your mind; and that your receiving 
o dess trom- the hands of ſo worthy a 
pre!2*e, will he one of the circumſtances 
wine! may help to inſuse your ſteadineſs 

in 
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in honeſty, good principles, moderation, 
and true Chriſtianity; which are now ſet 
at nought and at defiance by the far 
greater part and numbers of that body 
of clergy called the church of England ; 
who no more eſteem themlelves a Pro eit- 
aut church, or in union with thole of 
Proteſtant communion ;z though they pre- 
tend to the name of Chrittiin, and would 
have us judge of the ſpirit of Chnittianity 
from theirs: which God pevem?! leſt 
good men ſhould in me fortake Cheit- 
tianity through their weans., 

As tor my part of kindreſs and friend- 
ſhip to you, I (hall be ſufficiently recom- 
prnſed, it you prove (as you have ever 
jronled) a virtuous, pious, ſober, and 
ſtudious man, as becomes the  tolemn 
charge belonging to you. But you have 
been brought into the world, and come 
into ders, in the wcrit time for info- 
lence, riot, pride, and pre umption of 
clergymen that | ever kiew, or have 
cad ot; though I have ſearched far into 


the characters of high church-men from 


the lt centuries, in whi: h they grew to 
be dign fied wi h crowns and purple,” to 
the late times ot our 1efoi mativn, and to 
our preſent age. 

he thorovgh knowledgg you have had 
of me, and the duection of all my (tudes 
ard lite ts the pr omotion uf religion, vir- 
tue, and the good of manlind, will (1 
h je) te of fone goud example to you: 
t leatt it will be a hind<; ance to your 


„ ben g leduce by 1ntamcs and c: umnies; 


ch as ave thown pon the men alk 
z.oderate, and in their ftyle indifferent in 
eigon, hetero ox, and heretical. 
pray God to blels you in your new 
f nctiam with all the true virtue, humi— 
my, moderation, and meeknels, which 
becomes it. I am your tearty tend, 


LL 1:3 -ER LA3L&. 


L:r4 Shafteſbury to Robt. Molefworth, Eſq. 
DEAR SIR, Cheli: a, Sr pr. 30, 1708. 
wo reaſons have mae we delay an- 

{werwg vours: | was in hopes of 

(ec Ing our great Lord, aid | depend: ed 

en Mr. Micklethwayr 0 prefer ting you 
uh my lervices, and informing you of 

1 ma ters pu! lic and prix ne. The 

(Queen 1s but jutt come 10 K-nfing'on, 

«ld my Lord“ to town. He prouiſed 


® Th: Fa:l of Co'clptio, then Ld. Treaſurer. 
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to ſend me word, and appoint me a time, 
when he came. But I ſhould have pre- 
vented him, had it been my weather for 
town-viſits, But having owed the re- 
covery of my health 10 the method 1 
have taken of avoiding the town- ſmoke, 
I am kejt at a diſtance, and hike to be 


removed even from hence in à little 


while: thou. h I have a pr ject of ftayng 


longer heit than my uſual time, by re- 


moving now aid then c:ofs the water, 


to ny friend di John Cropley's in Sur- 
rey, wh-re my ride 8 and airing rectus 
me. I am brghly rep 1ced, s vou may 
b: lieve, that 1 can find myſclt able io do 
a little more public ſervice, than what 
of late yerrs I have been confined to, 
in my ccun'ry; and I own the circum- 
ſtancts of a court were never fo writing 
to me, as the» have been ßoce a late 
view | have had of the beit part of our 
minitty., It may perhaps have added 
more of confidence and forwartnelſs in 
my way of courtſhip, to be to incapaci- 
tited as | am frum taking any thing 
there for myſelt. But I hope I may con- 
vince foire pertors, that r! 1s pe thble io 
lerve diſintereſtedly; and that bugations 
already teccived (though on the account 
ot others) are able to bind as ſtrongly as 
the ries of ſelf-intereſt. | 

I had teſolved to ſay till I had one 
conference more with our Lord + before 
I writ to vou: but a letter, which 1 have 
this moment received from Mr. Mickle- 
tiwayt, on his having wait.d on you in 
the county, has wade me 1efolve to 
write thus haflily (without mifing to- 
nign''s pult) to acknowledge, 1a the 
Ff t and freeſt manner, the kind 
and friczdly part you have taken in mv 
p!ivate int-:elts. If I have ever endured 
any thing for the public, ſacrificed 
any of my youth, or pleaſures, or inte- 
refts to it, I find it is made up to me in 
the good Opinion of ſoine few and per- 
haps one | ch friendſhip as yours, may 
connterhilance all the malice of my 
worlt encinits. I: is true, what I once 
told you I had determ: med v:th mytelt, 
never to think of the continuguce of a 
family, or ahering the conduton of life 
that was melt igreeavle to me, whillt T 
had (as I thou-ht) a juſt ces hut 
that of late I had yielded to my friends, 
and al lowed them to ditpolſe of me, it 


Þ+ The ſame, 


they 
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they thought that by this means I could 
add any thing to the power or inteteſt [ 
had to ſerve them or my country. [ 
was afraid, however, that I ſhould be fo 
heavy and unaRtive in this affair, that my 
triends would hardly rake me to be in 
earneſt. But though it be ſo lately that 
1 have taken my refolution, and that you 
were ene of the firſt who knew it, I have 
on a ſudden ſuch an affair thrown acrols 
me, that I am confident | have zeal 
enough tailed in me to hinder you trom 
doubting whether I ſincerely intend what 
] profeſs. There is a lady, whom chance 
has thiown into my neighbourhood, and 
whom | never ſaw till the Sunday before 
laſt, who is in every ieſped that very 
perfon | had ever framed a picture of 
from my nnagination, when | wilkhed the 
belt for my own happineſs in ſuch a cis- 
cumſtance. 1 had heard her character 
betore; and. her education, and every 
circumftance beſides, ſuited exactly, all 
but her fortune. Had the but a ten 
thouſand pounds, my modeſty would 
allow me to apply without ref-: ye, where 
it was proper. And I would it were in 
my power, without injury to the lady, 
to have her upoh thoſe terms, or lower. 
I flauer myfelf roo, by all appearance, 
that the father has long had, and yet re- 
tains, ſome regard for me; and that the 
diſappointments he has had in fone 
higher friendſhips, may make him. look 
as low as on me, and imegine me not 
wholly unworthy of his relition. But, 
if by any intereſt I had, or could poſſi- 
biy make with the father, I ſhould induce 
him to beſtow his daughter, perhaps with 
much leſs fortune (Huce I would gladly 
accept. her ſo) than what in other places 
he would have beitoweil, I ſhall draw a 
double mistortune on the lady; unlets ſhe 
has goodueſs enough to this k, that one 


who ſceks her for whit he counts hetter 


than a fortune, may poſſibly by his worth 
or viitue make her ſuffictent amends. 
And were I but encourazed to hope ot 
fancy this, I would begin my offers to— 
morrow ; and ſhould have greater hopes, 
that my difimtereitednels would be of 
| fome lervice to me in this place, as mat- 
ters ſtand. 

You fee my (crvple, and being uſed to 
me, and knowing wy odd temper (for I 
well know you believe it no affectation), 
you may be. able to relieve me, and have 
the means in your hands: tor a few 
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words with one who has the honovr to 


be your relation would refolve me in 
this affair. 1 cannot thr in it till then, 
and ſhould be more afraid of my good 
fortune than my bad, if it ſnould happen 
to me to prevail with a father for whom 


the lady has fo true a duty, that, even 


againit her inclination, ſhe word comply 
with any thing he required. I am afraid 
it will be impoſſible lor you to read, or 
make lenſ: of, What | write thus haſtily ; 
but I fancy with mytelf, | make you the 


greater confidence, in trufting to my hu- 


mour and f(t thought, without Raying 
till I have lo much as formed a reflection, 
I am ture there is hardly any one beſides 
you, I ſhould lay myſelf thus open to: 
but I am ſ-cure in your friendſhip, which 


I rely on (for advice) in this affair. 1 


beg to hear from you in anſwer by the 
fi-it poſt, being, with great ſincerity, 
your faithful triend and humble {eryaut, 


L& LL -F-E6-R-. LAXK. 


Lord S/ afteſbury to Robt. Moleſworth, Efq. 


Beachwood in Surrey, 
ORQt. 12, 1708. 
ROM the huurT had writi0 you that hally 
letter. from Cheliea, I was in pain 
till T had heard from you; and could not 
but often wiſh 1 had rot wit in that 
huy and confuſion. But fince I hive 
received yours in anſwer, I have all the 
farisf action imaginable, I fee to fincere 
a return of ft: Kandihip, that it cannot any 
more concern me to have lad myfelt ſo 
open. 
I would have a friend fee me at the 


DA SIR, 


wwit; and it is a ſatisfaction to find that 


it on-'s failures or , weakneſſes were 


.grea'er than really they are, one ſhould 


(tilt be cher rſhsd, ard be ſopplicd even 
with good fentiments and diſcretion, When 
they vere waiting, . Ove thing only | 
beg vu would take notice of, that 1 had 
never any thoughts of applying to the 
young lady befohe I applied to the 
tather. My mora's are a. little too ſt: iCt 
to let me have taken ſuch ae advantage, 
had it been ever fo fairly offered, But my 
dritt was, to earn whether there had 
been an inclination to any one before ine; 
for many offers had been, and ſome | 
Know very great, within theſe few 
months. And though the duty of the 
daughter might have acquieſced in the 


diſtike 
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diſlike of the father, fo as not to ſhew 
any diſcontent ; yet thee might be ſome- 
thing of this lying at the heart, and fo 
tirongly, that my application and fuccrſs 


(if I had any) might be looked on with 


an ill eye, and cauſe a real trouble. 
This would have cauſed it, I am fure, in 
me; when 1 ſhould have come, perhaps 
too late, to have diſcovered it. But there 
is nothing of this in the caſe, by all that 
| can judge or learn. Never did | hear 
of a c:eature ſo perfectly reſig ned to duty, 
lo innocent in herſelf, and fo contented 
under thoſe means which have kept and 
keep her ſo innocent as to the ya- 
rities and vices of the world; though 


with real good parts, ard improvement 


of them ai home: for of this my Lord 
has wiſely and handſomely taken care. 
Never was any thing ſo unfortunate for 
me, as that the ſhould be ſucha tertune : 
tor that I know is what every body will 
like, and I perhaps have the worſt reliſh 
of, and leaſt. deſerve. Ihe other qua- 
lities I ſhould prize more than auy, and 
the generality of mankind, inflead of 


-prizing, would he apt to contemn : for 


want of air and humour, and the wit of 
general converſation, and the Knowledge 


|. cf the town, and faſhions, and diver- 


hons, are unpardonable dulneſſes in 


young wives; who are taken more as 


companions of pleaſure, and to be ſhewn 
abroad as beauties in the world, than to 
raiſe families, and ſupport the honour 
and intereſt of thoſe they aie joined 
to. 

But to ſhow you that I am not wanting 
to myſelf, ſince your encomaging and 
adviſing letter, I have begun my apphi- 
cation, by What you well call the right 
end . You ſhall hear with what ſucceſs, 
as ſoon as I know myſeif. I could beth 
be bolder and abler in the management 
of the affair, and could promiſe myſelf 
fire ſucceis, had I but the conſtitution 
that would let me a& for myſelf, and 
bultle in and about that town which, by 
this winter ſeaſon coming on ſo fiercely, 
is by this time in ſuch a cloud of ſmoke, 
that I can neither be in it nor near it. 
| ſtayed but a day or two too long at 
Chelſea, after the letting in of theſe Eaſt 
and North-Eaſt winds, and I had like 
to have fallen into one of my, ſhort 
breathing fits, which would have ruined 
me, But by flying hither and keeping 


The father. 


E R 415 


my diſtance, I keep my health, but (1 
may well fear) mall loſe my miſtreſs. 
For who ever courted at this rate ? Did 
maiters lie ſo as to the fortune, that 1 
could be the obliging fide, it might go 
on with tolerable grace: and fo I fear it 
muſt be, whenever I mary, or elſe am 
like ta remain a batchelor. 

However, you can never any more ar- 
raign my morals after this. You can 
never charge me, as you have done, for 
a remiſſnels and lazineſs, or au indul- 
gencr io my own ways, and love of 1e- 
tirement ; which (as you thought) might 
have made me averſe to undertake the 
part of wife and children, though my 
country or friends ever ſo much required 
it of me, You ſee it will not be my tault; 
and you ſhall find 1 will not a& booty for 
myſelf. If I have any kind of fuccels at 
this right end, I will then beg to ule the 
favour of your intereſt in your coutin, as 
I ſhall then mention to you: but inſtead 
of letting me off for other things, I would 
moſt earneſlly beg that you would ſpeak 
only of your long and thorough Know- 
ledge of me, and (if you think it true) 
of my good temper, honetty, love of my 
relations and country, ſobriety and virtue. 
For theſe | hope 1 may ſtand to, as far 
as I am poſſeſſed of them. They will nor, 
I hope, grow worſe as I grow older. 
For though 1 can promiſe little of my re- 
gimen, by which I hold my hea'th; I am 
perſuaded to think no vices will grow up- 
on me, as I manage myſelf; for in tnis 
I have been ever fincere, to make myſcit 
as good as | was able, and to live for no 
other end. 

I am aſhamed to have writ ſuch a long 
letter about myſelf, as if I had no con- 
cern for the public; though I may truly 
ſay to you, if I had not the public in 
view, I ſhould hardly have theſe thoughts 
of changing my condition at this time of 
day, that I can better indulge myſelf in 
the eaſe of a ſingle and private life. The 
weather, which 1s ſo unfortunate for me 
by thele ſettled Eaſt winds, keeps the 
country dry; and if they are the fame 
(as is likely) in Flanders, 1 hope eie 
this Liſle is ours, which has coſt us 
ſo dear, and held us in ſuch terrible 
anxiety. | 

I have been to ſee Lord Treaſurer that 


little while he was in town, but could not 
find him, 


Pray © 
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Pray let me hear in your next, what 
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time you think of coming up“. I ſhall 
be glad to hear ſoon trom you again, 
wiſhing you delight and good ſucceſs in 
your country affairs, and all happineſs 
and proſper: ity to your family, TI :emain, 
dear Sir, your obliged friend and faithful 
humble ſervant. 

Sir John Cropley, with whom I am 
here, prelevts his humble ſervice to you. 


LET THE nt. 
LordShafteſbur y to Rabt. Moleſavorth, Eſq. 


Beach worth iu Surrey, 
Dear Sis, OM. 23, 1708. 

Jou gur ſſed right asto the winds, which 
are ſtill ealterly, and keep me h-1e in 
winter quarters, from all public and private 
affairs. 1 have neither ſeen Lord Trea- 
ſurer, nor been at Chellea + to proſccute 
my own affair: though as tor this latter, 
as great as my zeal is, I am forced to a 
ſtand. 1 was betore-hand told, that as 
to the Lord, he was in ſome meaſure en- 
gaged; and the return I had from him, 
on my application, emed to imply as 


much. On the other (ide I. have had 


reaſon to hope, that the lady, who had 
before bemoancd herſelf for being deſtin- 
ed to greatneſs without virtue, had yet 
her choice to make; and, after her eſ- 
capes, ſought for wothing ſo much as 
ſobriety and a ſtrift virtuous chat acter. 
How much more ſtill this adus to my 
zeal you may believe: and by all hands 
I have received the higheſt character of 
your relation, who ſeems to have inſpired 
her with thele and other good ſentiments, 
ſo rare in her ſex and degree. My mil- 
fortune is, I bave no friend in the world 
by whom I can in the leaſt engage, or 
have acceſs to your relation, but only 
by yowrfelf; and 1 have no hopes of 
ſeeing you ſoon, or of your having any 
opportunity to ſpeak of me to her, It 
a letter could be proper, I ſhould fancy it 
more fo at this time than any other: 
provided you would found it on the com- 
mon repott which 1s abroad, of my being 
in treaty for that lady, This might give 


* From E. I ngton, a feat the Lord Molcl- 
worth has in Yo: klhire, 

+ Hehad aprettyretieat#t Little Ch: Ifea, 
which he fitted up according to his own fancy. 


ance you may repreſent. 
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you an occaſion of fpeaking of me as to 
that part which few betides can know fo 
well, I mean my heart; which, if ſhe be 
ſuch as feally all people allow, will not 
diſpleaſc her to hear ſo well of, as per- 
haps in triendſhip and from old acquaint- 
If the per ſon 
talked of be really my rival, and in fa- 
vour With the father, I muſt own my cafe 
is next to deſperate; not only becauſe |. 
truly think him, as the world goes, likely 
enough to make a good (at leaſt a civil) 
huſba:d ; but becauſe as my aim is not 
fortune, and his is, he being an old 
friend too, I fhrould unwillingly ſtand be- 
tween him and an eſtate; which his libe- 
rality has hitherto hindered him from, 
gaining, as great as his advantages have 
been hitherto in the government. By 
what I have ſaid, I believe you may gucts 
who'my fuppoſed rival is ; or if you 
want a farthet hint, it is one of the chief 
of the Junto, an old friend of yours and 
mine, whom we long ſat with in the 
Rouſe of Commons (not often voted with), 
hut who was afterwards taken up to a 
higher houſe; and is as much noted for 
wit aud gallanty, and magnificence, as 
for his eloquence and courtier's character. 
But whether this be ſo ſuited to this meek 
good lad;'s happineſs, I know not, Fear 
of partiality and ſelf-love makes me not 
dare determine, but rather ouſt uſt my- 
ſelf, and turn the balance againſt me. 
Pray keep this ſecret, tor J got it by 
chance; and if there be any thiog in it, 
it is a great ſecret between the two Loids 
themſelves, But ſometimes 1 fancy it 
is a nail which will hardly go, though 
I am pretty certain it has been aimed 
at by this eld acquaintance of ous, ever 
ſince a diſappointment happened fiom 3 
gieat Lo:d beyend fea, who was to have 
had the lady. | 

Nothing but the fincere friendſhip you 
ſhow for me, could make me to continu? 
thus to impart my privateſt affans; and 
in reality, though they ſcem wholly pit 
vate and telhih. I will not be aſhaned to 
own the honeſty of my heart to you; in 
proteifing that the public has much the 
gleatent part in all this buſtle | am enga- 
ging in. You have lately made ne 
believe, and even proved too by expe- 
rience, that I had fome intereſt in the 
world; and there, where I leatt dreamt 


} Cha. lee Montague, late Earl of H2lifax., 
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of it, with great men in power. I had 
always ſomething of an intereſt in my 


county, and with the plain honeſt peo- 


ple: and ſometimes 1 have experienced 
both here at hume, and abroad, where I 
have long lived, and made acquaintance 
(in Holland eſpecially), that with a plain 
character of honeſty and difintereſtedneſs, 
I have on ſome occabons, and in dan- 
gerous urgent times of the public, been 
able to do ſome good. If the increaſe of 
my fortune be the leaſt motive in this af- 


fair before me (as ſincerely I do not find), 


I will venture to ſay, it can only be in 
reſpect of the increaſe of my interett, 
which I may have in my country, in or- 
der to ſerve it. 

One who has little-notion of magnifi- 
cence, and leſs of piety and luxury, 
Las not that need of riches which othbeis 
have. And one who prefers tranquillity, 


_ and a little ſtody, and a few friends, to 


all other advaniages of life, and all the 
fatteries of ambition and fame, is not like 
to be naturally ſo very fond of engaging in 
the circumſtances of marriage: I do not 
go ſwimmingly to it, I aſſure you; nor 
is the great fortune a great bait. Sorry 
I am, that no body with a leis fortune, 
or more dau bters, has had the wit to 
order ſuch an education. A very mode- 
tate fortune had ſerved my turn; or per- 
haps quality alone, to have a little juſti- 
fied me, and kept me in countenance, 
had I choſe fo humbly. But now: that 
which is rich-ore, and would bave been 


the molt cftimable had it been beſtowed on 


me, will be mite droſs, and flung away 
vn others; who will pny and deſpiſe 
thoſe very advantages, which | prize ſo 
much. But this is one of the common- 
places of exclamation, againſt the diſtri- 
bution of things in this world; and, upon 
my word, whoever brought up the pro- 
verb, it is no advantageous one for a 
P:ovidence to ſay, © Matches are made 
in Heaven.“ | believe rather in favour 
of Providence; that there is nothing 
which is ſo merely fortune, and more 
committed to the power of blind chance. 
$2 I muſt be contented, 30d repire the 


lefs at my lot, if I am diſappeinted in 


ſich an affair. If I fatisty my friends 
that I am not wanting to mylell, nt is 


- ſufficient. I am ſure you know it, by the 


ſound experierce of all this trouble I 
have given erd am ſtill like to give 
vou. Though 1 confeſs mylelf, yer even 


>> 
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in this too 1 do but anſwer 2 
y 


as being ſo ſincerely and affectionate 
your moſt faithful friend and humble 
ſeryant, 


LETTER. LXXXII. 
From the ſame to the ſane. 


DAR Sik, Bach worth, Nov. 4, 1708, 
Was at Chelſea when I received yours 
with the incloſed, and was ſo buſied 

in the einployment you had given me, by 
your encouragement and kind aſſiſtance 
in a certain affair, that I have let paſs 


two peſts without returning you thanks, 


for the greateſl marks of your friendſhip, 
that any one can poſſibly receive. Indeed 
I might well be aſhamed to receive them 
in one ſenſe ; ſince the character you 
have given of me“, is fo far beyond what 
I dare think ſuitable : though in theſe 
caſes, one may better perhaps give way 
to vanity than in any other. But though 
friendſhip has made you over favourable, 
there is one truth however, which your 
letter plainly carries with it, and mutt do 
me ſervice. It ſhews that I have a real 
and paſſionate friend in you: and to have 
deſerved ſuch a friend{hip, muſt be be- 
lieved ſome fort of merit. 


1eality, where one (ces ſo little friendſhip, 
and of ſo ſhort centinuance, as common- 
ly in mankind, it muſt be, one would 
think, even in the ſex's eye, a pledge of 


conitancy, fidelity, and other mern, to 


have been able to engage and preſerve ſo 
laſting and firm a friendſhip with a man 
of worth. So that you ſee, I can find 
a way to reconcile mylelf to all you haye 
ſaid in favour of me, allowing it to have 
been ſpoken in pathon ; and in this re- 
ſpect the more enga ing with the ſex ; 
who ate as good or better judoes than we 
ourſcives, of the ſincerity of affection. 

Bot ia the midit of my courtſhip came 
an ealt wind, and with the town ſmoke 
did my buſineſs, or at leaſt would have 
done it effectually, had I not fled hither 
wirh what breath 1 had left. Indeed I 
ceuld have almoſt laughed at my own 
nisfortune : there is ſomething ſo odd in 
wy forrune and conflitution. You may 
thick me melancholy, if you will. 1 


* This relates to a letter the Lord MoleC- 
worth had written in his favour. 


Hhh own. 


I do not ſay 
this as aiming at a fine ſpeech: but in 
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own there was a time in public affairs 


when I really was: for, ſaving yourſelf, 


and perhaps one or two more (I ſpeak 
the moſt), I had none that acted with me, 
againſt the injuſtice and corruption of 
both parties; each of them inflamed 
againit me, paiticularly one, becauſe of 
my birth and principles ; the other, be- 
cauſe of my pretended apoltacy, which 
was only adhering to thoſe principles on 
which their party was founded. There 


have been apoſtates indeed fince that 


time. But the days are long ſince pait, 
that you and I were treated as Jacobites “. 
What to ſay for ſome companions of ours, 
as they are now changed , I know not: 
but as to my own particular, I aſſure 
you, that ſince thoſe ſad days of the public, 
which might have helped on perhaps with 


that melancholy or ſpleen which you fear 


in me, and for certain have helped me 
to this ill Rate of health: I am now, how- 


ever, as free as poſſible; and even in re- 


ſpe&K to my health too, excepting only 
the air of London, I am, humanly ſpeak- 
ing, very paſſable ; but gallantly ſpeak- 
ing, and as a courtier of the fair ſex, God 
knows I may be very far from paſſing. 
And I have that fort of ſtubbornneſs and 
wilfulneſs (if that be ſpleen) that 1 can- 
not bear to ſet a better face on the mat- 
ter, than it deſerves; ſo I am like to be 
an ill courtier, for the ſame reaſon that [ 
am an ill jockey. It is impoſſible for 
me, to conceal my horſe's imperfections 
or my own, where I mean to diſpoſe of 
either. I think it unfair: fo that could 
any quack, by a peculiar medicine, ſet 
me up for a month or two, enough to 
go through with my courtſhip, I would 
not accept his offer, unleſs I could mira- 
culonſly he made whole. Now for a 
country health and a town neighhour- 
hood, I am found and well; but for a 
town life, whether it be for buſineſs or 
diverſion, it is out of my compals. 

I fay all this, that you may know my 
true ſtate, and how deſperate a man you 


o The truly apoſNate Whigs, who became 
ſervile and arbitrary to pleaſe court empi- 


rics, branded all thoſe as Jacobites, who ad- 


hered to thoſe very principles that occa— 
ſioned and juſtified the revolution. . 

+ Here he m-ons ſome who voted with 
him in his favourite bills, and who were ori- 
ginally Whigs; but out of pique and difap- 
pointment, became if not rea} Jacobites 
(which was ſcarce poſſible) yet in effect as 
bad, by promoting all the deſigns peculiar 
to that deſperate party. 
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ſerve, and in how deſperate a caſe, 


Show}. any thing come of it, the friend- 
ſhip will appear the greater ; or if nothing, 
the friendſhip will appear the ſame till, as 
to me myſelf. Your letter was delivered : 
I hope you will hear ſoon in anſwer to it. 
The old Lord continues wonderfully kind 
to me, and J hear has lately ””_ of me 
ſo to others, Our public affairs at home 
will be much changed by the late death of 
the prince f. But I have been able to 
ſce nobody: ſo will not attempt to write, 
and will end here with the aſſurance of 
my being, dear Sir, your moſt obliged 
and faithful friend and ſervant, 


LETTER LXXXII. 
Lord Shafteſbury to Robt. Moleſworth, Eſq. 


Dear Sin, Chelſea, Nov. 20, 1708. 
CAME hither from Surry but yeſterday, 


if I had not received, I ſhould however 


not have failed witing this poſt about 


out changes talked of, which 1 hope will 
be to the public advantage. As to the 
admiralty, and the conſequences of keep- 
ing it in the adminiſtration it had lain un- 
der during the prince's time, you knew 


my mind fully, as well as my opinion of 


this preſent Lord, who, I hope, may 
with certainty be called Lord High Ad- 
miral. It is Lo!d Pembroke I mean, 
who with great reluQancy at laſt accepts 
it, I believe: though he plainly ſaid (as 
I have been informed) that he was in- 
ſe ted only to ſerve a turn, and that ano- 
ther great Lord (the favourite of our 
Whig pyty) was at the bottom intended, 


and would in fome time ſucceed him. 


But I really helieve things ſtand on a 
better bottom: and, that as ſtrictly as 
the Lord Somers is bound to the party of 
friends with whom he roſe, he has yet 


that wiſclom, and withal that 1e2ard to. 


his country's interelt, eſpecially under 2 
miniſtry of which he is like to have fo 
great a ſhaie, that, however the low 
Whigs may murmur, he will he glad to 
fee the naval affairs in the hands of ſo 
univerſally beloved a man, fo honourable 
and uncerrupt as Lord Pembroke. 

By this you will find I take for grinted, 
that Lord Somers comes into the place 
talked of for him of Preſtient of the 
Council; and helieve it is true that he 


T The Prince of Denmark. | 
has 


and found your ſecond letter; which 
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has kiſſed the queen's hand, though not 
directly as a miniſter received: but pretty 
near it you may believe; firce at this 
time of mourning (and ſo fncere a 
mourner as the queen is) the badly 
would ſee a flranger, and what is wore, 
2 man fo «ſtranged from her, and fo 
wholly off from the court as Lord Somers 
has been, and whom I ſcarce believe ſhe 
has admitted at any time te kiſs her 


hand; he having been for certain the 


prince's averiivn, as you may judge hy 
thole who chiefly influenced the prince, 
and were the violentett enemies Lore 
Somers hal. I muſt confeſs I ever willed 
well to this cone{pondence there now is 


between Lord Somers and owr Lad“; 


but can pretend to have had no ſhue in 
effecting it. With all the other Loris of 
the junto, I have maintained only a vey 
cool and diſtant acquaintance; but I have 
ever diſtinguiſhed Lord Somers, and be- 
heve ſo well both of our Leid and him, 
that the union between them is u; on a 
handſomer and better bottom, than that 
of giving up their particular friends on 
either ſide; and even Lord Pembioke (a 
Tory), on whom all this turns, is a proof, 
I think, that this change is not whoily a 
party matter. 

Lord Wharton indeed is true ſteel ; 


but as little partiality as I have for bim, 


and as ill an opinion of his private life 
and principles, 1 fancy his good under- 
ſtanding will make him ſhew himſelf a 
better Lord Lieutenant than is expected. 
More changes 1 know not of; nor do 1 
believe many are to be expected. 

Forgive this halty ſheet I here encluſe 


to you. It is late, and I (hail miſs this 


night's peſt lending hence to town 3: ſo 
add only my conſtant and fincere profe(- 
fion of being, dear Sir, your obliged friend 


and faithful humble fe: vant. 


LETTER LXXXIV. 


From the ſame to the ſame, 


Dear Six, Brachworth, Nov. 25, 1708, 


] SHOULD be very ſorry if you miſſed 
mine, of laſt poſt but one, from Chel- 

ſea, in which I writ you my whole 

thoughts of the changes. | 
The parliament has now fat, and for 


® The Lord Treaſure r. 


he uſed highly to commend. 
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the firſt trying queſtion we have loft the 
ballot, though but by nine. Our friends 
ſtuck faſt. But kindneſs to this miniſtry, 
which the beſt men are willing to favour, 
made the ſtruggle not ſo great as might 
be. Sir Peter King, Our friend, {poke 
wortinly for it. Sir Joſeph Jekyl, and 
all thoſe, did as before, and went on our 
lide. The late ſpeakers beſet the new 
one : and he will have I fear a hard 
talk, if this be not an eaſy ſeſſions, as 
our great news and glotious ſucceſs 
abroad is like to make it. ; 

As for myſelf and private affairs (with 
which I did not trouble you in my laſt 
long one), you may judge by ihe place 
where I am, that they go not on very 
ſnartly. Making court any where, or 
i any ſenſe, I find is not among my ta- 
lents,' if | have any. I have done more 
in this affair than I thought it poſſible 
for me to have done, having fo great an 
opinion (as 1 fill hase) of the lady, 
But it is hard, even for us men, to know 
ourſelves ; harder for women, however 
wiſe. She may like a younger man, and 
a ſprightlier, far better perhaps than 
ſuch a one as I am. But I believe ſuch 
a one will not ſo like or value her as I 
do, or in the main make her ſo happy 
ſo vain I am, But whatever my thoughts 
are of myſelf, I am not uſed to ſet my- 
ſelf off tor my intereſt ſake, and make 
the beſt of what I have, Health I have 
not in the higheſt degree. Be it ſpleen, 
or real infirmity, it is the ſame mistot tune 
to a lady. Could 1 make a ſhew of 
health with ſafety, and purſue the lady, 
where I might have opportunity to win 
her liking by this means, and appearing 
better without doors than I am within at 
ordinary hours, I would not do this, 
whatever depended on it. But as the 
teaſon is, and the ſevere north-ealt winds, 
and town ſmoke, I am driven from my 
quarters at Chelſea ; and think not that 
I ſhall be able to return there, ti the 
ttrength of the winter is over; ſo will 
take the firſt fair weather, to po to my 
winter quarters at St. Giles's f. A 
thouſand thanks to you for your kind 
concern in an affair which I have taken 
ſo much to heart. Your writing again 
in anſwer, as you did, the firſt poſt, was 


+ Sir Richard Onſlow, afterwards creat d 


Lord Onſlow. 
L His paternal ſ-at in Dorſctſhire, which 
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fee the leaſt glimmering of hope, you 
ſhall be ſure to know. I have given or- 
der at Chelſea about the vines; adieu, 
dear Sir, I a moſt faithfully yours. 
Sir John add Mr. Micklethwayt (who 
are doth here at this inftam, rejoicing 
with me on the good news from abroad) 
defire very earneſtly to have their humble 
ſervices preſented to you. | 


L'E T T7: („ 
Lord Shafteſbury to Robt. Moleſworth, Eſq. 


Dear Six, Beachworth, Jan. 6, 1708-9. 
HP I not by accident heard long ſince 
* + that you were on the road to town, 
you may be ſure I ſhould be employing 
the leiſure time 1 have here in writing 
to you; eſpecially after ſuch long and 
friendly letters as I have lately receive. 
from you on public and private ſubj-&ts, 
and in which you ere ſo favourable to me 
as to lay a ſtreſs upon my judgment and 
opinion jn the affairs of my country ; 
which of late years I have bren forced to 


look on at a diſtance, without any thing 


that can be called a ſhe in them my- 
ſelf *®. I muſt own, I began of late to 
Aatter myſelf with a way of ſervice I little 
dreamt of, and which I never thought 


myſelf capable of or qualified for hereto- 


fore f. 1 never thought I thould ſee any 
of the great men at cout lo inclinable to 
public good, as to regaid or heatken to 
a man who had chiefly that at heart; 
and, to ſay truth of myl(-If, I always 
thought I had a ſlubbornneſs of natuse, 
which would hinder me from making a 
right advantage of good miniſtets, when- 
ever we-ſhould come to have any ſuch. 
But the being taken down very early in 
my life from thoſe hizh imaginations [ 
had, and thoſe hopes of doing ſervice in 
the plain way of buſineſs and parliaments, 
the mortification wrought ſo for in my 
advantage, that I became milder _and 
more tractable ; ard in this condition you 
found me, when you laid hold of an op- 
portunity ; and with a moſt particular 
mark of friendſhip recommended me iv 
a great man f, and brought me under 


® Becauſe of his a0 hma. 

+ Giving advice to thoſe at the helm. of 
which no man wes more capable, both in 
reſpe& of ability and integrity, 

T The Lord Trealuer, 
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obligation to him. The little time I 
have had fince with him, I employed the 
beſt 1 could, in ſuch advices and ſuch 
offer of ſervice as became me. Nor do 
I think I have been any way unfortunate 
in giving the leaſt offence, or railing 
that trighttul idea which courtiers are 
apt to have of patriots and men of rigid 
virtue, I flatter myſelt egregiouſly, or 
I am well in his o ion, and have loſt 


-no ground. Hut if it de ſo, and as I 


faithfully believe, I will be {worn there 
never was a mote diſintereſted man in his 
ſtation ; for if I may judge by myſelf, 
he leaves it to his friends and thole he 
has obliged, to be grateful, and to act 
for him as they fancy, and as their heart 


' prompts them ; but tor his part, he lays 


no burdens, nor requires any ſervice in 
reruin. ; 
But this however ought not to leſſen 


. the zeal and ea:neft endeavour of one 


who is obliged, and in a truly honeſt 
man it muſt increaſe it; and this, for his 
own ſake, I wiſh he may be wiſe enough 
to know ; for I had rather ſuch goodneſs 
of his ſhould come from reflection, than 
mere natural temper and penerohty ; for 
he that can ſee fo deep into hearts, and 
comprehend the myſtery of honelty (a 
real myſtery in moſt courts), will never 
want any of thoſe generous inclinations 
which make a worthy character. But the 
wisfortune is, we honeſt men (if Im 

ſprak thus preſumptuoufly of myſelf) are 
a little myfteriovs ourſelves. There is a 
cloud over us, which is hard to he cleared 
vp. The rugged paths we walk through, 
give us a rugged pace; and the idle ſupine 
illiterate creatures of a court- education, 
have a thouſand advantages above us; and 
can eater borrow from our character than 
we from theirs; though of right there 
ſhould be nothing fair vr handfome, in 
which we ſhould come behiod them. And 
it ovght.t» be a ſhame, that a mere cour- 
tier ſhould, for his intereſt (ake, be more 
aſſi vous and better behaved in every te- 
ſpe, than the man who makes court for 
his county, and tries to profit of the 
good diſpetition of great men. in power. 
Our triend Horace found the difficulty 
and weight of this, in the caſe of an ho- 
neſt man, who loved his great friend C, 
but ſcarned to be a ſlave, f 


Scurran'ts ſpeciem pr ebere,profeſſus amicum||; 


C Mecenas. || Lib. 1. Epiit, 18. ver, 2, 
| Aud 
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And therefore (with a ſigh, to be ſure) 
he lays, | 

Dulcis inexpertis cultura potentis amici, 

E xpertus melt uit * ; | 

But we have a better cauſe than Ho- 
race, or his friend Lollius, whom he 
writes to, and therefore ſhould ftrive to 
do more. They had only themſelv-s to 
ſerve, but we our country and mankind ; 
and there, was a great difference be- 
tween thoſe miniſters whom they courted, 
and the miniſter our friend; for their mi- 
niftry was the enſlaving of their country, 
and the world; this miniſtry is the very 
delivering of both, and the foundation of 
a nobler ttrufture of liberty (by a juſt 
balance of power at home and abroad) 
than ever was yet laid by mankind. 
They are in fo good a way, they can 
ſcarce miſcarry. Nor can ihey fail of 
reward in the juſt eftecm and gratitude 
of the public, if they are not moſt un- 
happily wanting to themſelves in their 
private fiiendſhips. But if, truſting to 
their public merit, or to their intereſt in 
their prince, they.either make no friends, 
or {uch as have not courage and wiſdom, 
their enemies will find advantages ag aint 
them in any Rtzte of affairs. 

As our pic! alfar:'s (land, 1 am ſwe 
2 miniſter has*need to be tortified with 
good friends aud honeil adviſers. He 
ought to know how he ſtends with the 
public, how every action and ſtep is con- 
ſtrued, and what the pe: ple think of 
matters, before the proof comes in a 
parliament. It is my opinion, that a 
peace is not lo near as it may ſeem. 1] 
know the hard circumitances the Dutch 
lie under will make them prels for the 
füſt terms that ſeem any way advan- 
tageous, But matrers are not at preſent, 
to be trantacted ty a whiſper between 
two gentlemen of the blade; and others 


muſt have the ſectet coimunicated to 


them, beudes a Monfirur Boufleis or 
Milor Portland : ſo great a change has 
happened nuce that jalt peace, both ig 
the government of England, as well as 
Holland! and a chercellor here app!e- 
hends another ſort of duty, as well as a 


Hor. Lib. 1. Epiit. 18. ver. 86 

+ The!: wade the famous partit on- treaty. 
Wich wat So ill'relſhed in England, an re- 
Ge by the parliament. For a white it wos 


a ioft prefurnption that à treaty is not for 
'© anventigs or hoguur of the nation, 


-pt very fecret, which circumſtance alone 
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penſioner there, thanks to the Tory gen- 
tlemen, for this their notable furtherance 
of the prerogative! For I was ene of 
thoſe forrowful Whigs, who bemoaned 
the ſad caſe of our conſtitution, according 
to which the power of peace and war was 
wholly in the Prince; whilſt the Tories 
ſaw plainly that it was otherwiſe, and 
could impeach a Lord Chancellor I for 
placing the fral, where I ſincerely thought 
he could not ietuſe to do it at his Prince's 
command. But let Lord Chancellors 
and other miniſters look to themſelves. 
If our conſtitution was not ſo then, it is 
become ſo now: for not the abſolute 
command, the obſtinacy, the rafhneis, 
or ill judgment of the Prince hunſclf 
(though ever io much a principal in the 
cale, or though fingle, or by him{lf) 
can juſtify or excuſe the leaſt flaw in a 
treaty, for which the miniſters are with 
their heads to be anſwerable to the pro- 
ple, as by late precedents ii has buen 
eſtabliſhed. Theſe difficulties may ealily 
ſhow a wiſe miniller that he has need of 


very diſcerning, bold, and honeſt friends, 


aud ſuch as are not only able by their ad- 
vice to aſfi him, but, by their intereſt 
and credit, be as it were , holtages and 
pledges for him to the public, and to that 
concealed party of ſober and honeſt mea, 
who, as few as they are, and as lutle 
noily, have a much greater part in the 
iuflurnce of affans than mianiiters are apt 
to think; eſpecially thoſe miniſters who 
affect a high contempt of cuffer-houſes 
and pamphlets. But it is time to end m 
icrawl, and teil you the chief teaſon of it 
over leaf. 
have been ſhamefully tedious about 
public affairs, but will be ſhorter about 
private ; after only aſking, how comes it 
you are not in parliament ? For your 
own fake perhaps I am not fo much con- 
cerneil ; for I know too well what hard- 
ſh:ps he upon one who will not he a ſlave 
0a party ||, and ſuch men ſhould be ra- 
ther reſeived for the moſt hazardous and 
calamitous times, when public neceſſity 
and common darger make their merits 
a d opinion better regarded. But for a 


Lord Somers, Lord Portlan was alſo 
ip ached; as were at the ſame time the 
Lords Or'ozd znd Halifax. | 

|| He does not mean chat their care ſhould 
be in proſecuting, which often proves'a worſe 
remedy than the dilzaſe ; but by conſidering 
the contents of them, and thereby judging 
of the tentiments of the people, or at lea 
or lome party among them, 
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good Lord's fake ® I am forty you are 
not there; for though you may ſerve him 
leſs invidiouſly, and with more ſatisfaction 
perhaps to himſelt, in another Ration, yet 
he war's thoſe in ſuch a body as the 
Houſe of Commons, who are friends to 
bis miniſtry, aud yet free to act for thuſe 
they repreient. "This I know may be 
ſhocking in many cafes: and if it be fo, 
and the difficulty be invincible, I congra- 
tulate your eſcape, but condule with ano- 
ther perſon the want of a more truly re- 
fined policy than I fee is underſtoc d at 
court. | 

As for my affair, it hangs juſt as it 
did. The more 1 learn tiem all hands, 
the more I fee, and hear, and obſerve, 


the more I incline, but hope leſs: for if 


I had not feats that I aw wholly diſ- 
regaidrd on the fide of another ſex, I 
am confident J could go further in pre- 
vailing, and ſhould have better intereſt 
in our own than any other, I have this 
reaſun, that beſides a declaration in my 
favour, with a liking of my charafter, 
family, circumltances, with the profel- 
bon of a fincere friendſhip which has 
been of long ſtanding, and all other com- 
mendations and profeſſions that 1 could 
modettly with or deſuve; beſides all this 
(I fay), I have a merit that nobody elſe 
will rival me in, for I would be glad of 
obtaining upon any terms; and that 
which is ſo hard to be parted with, is 
what I ſeek not either now or in rever- 


fron. And let tis be a token to you, 


| that | am net cool or indifferent as you 


ſuipe& and reproach me in one of your 
letters. I would with all my foul engage 


myſ-}f his moment to the perſon (were 
I but Kked), with a renunciation of every 


thing of intereſt or fortune, either pre- 
ſent or to come; and if I loſe the per- 
fon, even thus, I ſhall eſteem it a loſs: 
and whenever I fhall think of engaging 
elſewhere (if this be loſt to me), I ſhall 
ſhow that money is not ſo mighty a thing 
in my eſteem, that it ſhould ſeem incre- 
dible for me to purſue in ſuch a difinte- 
reſted manner. ; 
But ſurely you will not think this ſo 
ſtrange in me, that I ſhould value virtue 
to much and wealth ſo little. And now 
that I have ſpent a whole page upon my- 
{If (contrary to my promite), committing 
myſelf and my affair wholly to you, and 


* Lord Treaſurer. 
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reſolving to take your judgment on it, 
I wait your advices, and 1emain, dear 
Sir, your molt obliged and ever faithful 
fiiend and humble ſervant. 
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If you direct to me to Sir John's here 
at Beach worth in Surrey, by Daiking- 
bag, the poſt will bring your letter quick; 
but if. any thing of great impor tance, a 


ſervant of mine ſhall come away at any 


time from Chelſea, te bring what you 
have to communicate; or perhaps Mr, 
Micklethwayt, who is 04 coming 
hither (generally once a week) may be 
the conveyor ; at leaſt he will fend it to 
Chelſea, or ſce it ſafe conveyed, if you 
direct him, 


LETTRHRE. LxXXVi.; 
Lord Shafteſbury to Robt. Molefworth, Eſq. 


Dear Sir, Breachworth, Jan, 12, 1908-g, 
TJ Har you might not be in pain on my 

account, I took the refolution, as 
ſoon as I had read yours, to lend an an- 
ſwer away with the ſooneſt, without wait- 
ing the return of the poſt. So this, which 
is writ late to-night, will J hope come to 
you to-morrow evening by the penny- 
poſt, fince-it is to be in town before noon, 
And glad one is of any opportunity of a 
meſſenger, ſuch as go by neceſſuy on 
their own bulineſs and on foot : for our 
ſervants and horſes cannot ſtir out of this 
bottom, hefe we are blocked up by the 
deep ſnows; and what is worſe, the melt- 
ed ſnow now turned again by the froſt into 
a cruſted ics. 

I was aheady on my journey to the 
Weſt, with my face (in the Jewiſh 
phraſe) towards St. Giles's ; but now! 
am a {cjourner here of neceſſity. I can 
neither go backward nor forward; nor 
could I, though I were a robuſt man; 
but as a tender one, I know not what 
will become of me or my affairs; for no 
body's affairs ever required their preſence 
more than mine do at this time, and 
have dune this good while in the country. 

But now, as to what you write to me 
of your b-ing in concern for, on my 
account, you need fear no reſentment 


or reproach .from me on that ſcore. 


I have that entire dependance on my 
friend, that I can always commit my 
affairs and ſecrets to him as plenipoten- 
nary; and where I have once given my 


heart 
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heart (allow a lover to ſpeak in lover's 
language), I can eafily entruſt my intereſt, 
You have long had my heart, even be- 
fore I knew you perſonally, For the 
holy and truly pious man who revealed 
the greateſt of myſteries, he who, with 
atruly generous love to mankind and his 
country, -pointed out the ſtate of Den- 
mark to other ſtates, and propheſied of 


the things highlieſt important to the 


growing age; he, I fay, had already 
gained me as his ſworn friend, before he 


was ſo kind as to make friendſhip reci - 


procal, by bis acquaintance and expreſſed 
eſteem. So that you may believe it no 
extraordinary © tranſition in me, from 
making you in truth my oracle in public 
 affars, to make you a thorough confident 
in my private. All, therefore, that I am 
concerned for in this bold attempt of 
yours, is for your own fike ; leſt your 
partiality to me ſhould have made you 
too forward in ſhowing what was not ſo 
worthy of being ſeen as you imagine, 
and people are apt to think ſuch things 
are from deſign. For my own part, I 
could not but wonder with myſelf a great 
while (for I could with difficulty recol- 
le) what kind of a letter I had writ you: 
and it is really a ſolemn law, which I im- 
poſe on myſelf in reſpet of my near 
friends, never to write but with the free- 
dom, haſtineſs, and incorrect neſs of com- 
mon talk; that they may have all as it 
comes uppermoſt. And for this I can 
appeal to my late letters, and all that I 
have writ you on my love ſubject; for 1 
am confident I never ſo much as read 
over one that I wrote to you on that 
head. But be it as it will, if what hap- 
pened was but natural (and of that you 
are heſt judge), I am ſatisfied ; and hope 
may prove tor the beit, as you ſeem ſo 
pohtively to aſſure. And for the other 
part, my love affair, uſing the {fame good 
ſüggment you have in this as well as in 
the other, do as you judge beſt. I leave 


| all to yon; only ſhould be ſorry that you 


ran the leaſt hazard, in going oo far out 
of doors this weather, And therefore 
eg that your zeal for me would not puſh 
vou to what wovld be a veal trouble for 
me to hear. Take your time, uſe your 
own way, act for me with tull power, and 
report your judgment. 

lt I haye that intereſt you intimate in 
3 great man“, I can aſſure you, as well 
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© wherever he is. 


E R. N 423 


for the public's ſake as for my own (in 
real love and obligation to him), I will 


not indulge myſelf in any reſpect ; but be 


a courtier to my utmoſt, and lee him often 
at St. James's, Kenſington, Windſor, or 
Only my health will not 
bear with any kind of attendance in win- 
ter- time, when I am forced to attend up- 
on myſelf; and by that care, and ſparing 
of myſelf, have recovered (when by no- 
thing elſe I could) out of the moſt lan- 
guiſhing condition for three or four 
years: for which I have endured (and 
muſt endure, it ſeems, b:cauſe of the tin- 
gularity of my diſtemper) the judgment 
of the world, as one fantaſtical and ſplene- 
tic. But my near friends, thoſe of all 
hours, and that ſee me in all circum- 
ſtances, can beſt witneſs for me as to that; 
though perhaps, now they are for ad- 
vancing me in matrimony, they may 
magnify my bodily eſtate, at the hazard 
of that of my mind, which is leſs (they 
think) a fair lady's concern. But I like 
not the ſtratagem, and defire to appear 
in truth what Ll am; only if I am more 
careful of my health againſt the time of 
ſuch an engazement, I may be the more 
excuſed ; and indeed it is but after all 
what is neceſſary to preſerve me, if I am 
worth preſerving for any good I can do 
the public or my friends. Never any 
one could more juſtly aſk that leave, 
which you yourſelt aſk of me, 


— Zgretare timenti, Cc. f 


And therefore l hope as ſoon as the 
hardeft of the winter has ſpent itielf 
(which is ſpending apace) I ſhall return, 


Cum zephyris, fi concedes, & hirundine prima 


Forgive this habit of long letters, which 


you have en couraged . 
yours, 


I reſt fanhtully 


LETTER -LXXXVILE 


From the ſame to the ſame. 


Dear Sit, St. Ciles's, Feb, 21, 1708-9. 
He» ſhall J fufficiently acknowledge 
the kind ſervices vou have lately 
done me? You may well ſay indeed, that 
vou love not to do things by halves. I 2m 


ſure you are an entire friend; and I am 
not lui priſed to find you ſo: for when 


+ Hor, Lib. 1. Bp. 7. ver. 4. 1 19. ver. 13. 
| „ 
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my acquaintance with you was only upon 
public affairs, I never found you a half- 
patriot. We were then fellow ſufferers, 
for being ſo wholly what we pretended : 
and the world, I believe, has made us 
but little amends fince, 
imagine, that if we have met with better 
fortune, it has been by means of one 
another. Would 1 could make it indeed 
thoroughly reciprocal | for, on my fide, 
I may truly fay, that the firft turning of 
the ftream, which had run againſt me, 
was by your hand ; and in this moit del- 
perate caſe (which was the injury I re- 
ceived in an injured friend) you inftantly 
ſet all right; and what I had with pain, 
and trouble, and all manner of ill uſage, 
- been ſoliciting for many years, you ac- 
complithed for me in a few weeks, and 
gave me my firſt friend at court. After 
this miracle, I have had faith enough to 
think you mivht do any thing. Indeed I 
did not think you could have conquered 
' ſhows and frolls, and have braved the 
hardeſt winter weather. Vet it was in 
this ſeaſon that you made ſuch a ſucceſſ- 
ful ſally for me, and gave me fo good 
an account of my affairs, which I was 
almoſt come to think wholly deſperate. 
But your ſhort and long letter (which 
have both come ſafe to me), as well as 
the account received from my friends the 
poſt before, give me new hopes. I with 
I could anſwer as well in the matter of 
my health as I can in all other reſpects, 
where you have kindly been unde:taker 
and guarantee for me. If I am more 
careful of my health now than before, it 
is becauſe I have this occaſion; and that 
the more than eidinary care | have had 
of it of late, has ſucceeded ſo well with 
me. This I am ſure of, that lam fo 
far from being averle to live in the wo: Id, 
and to have, a ſhare in the converſe and 
affairs of it, that had | a wife that was 
diſcreet and good, and capable of advice, 
1 ſhould more than ary one he defirous 
of her being much in the world, and ſup- 
plying that part for mes, My bookithneſs 
has fo little reaſon to Gy one, that 
if I had ever been of a temper to love 
books better than the converiation of my 
friends and relations, I am now really 
neceſſitated to lay them by, for nobody 
wants little amuſements more than I do. 
And though on account of my mind 1 
could boaſt, perhaps, that in the greateſt 


ſolitude I could vie with any one for: 
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It is pleaſant to 
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eaſe and cheerfulneſs, yet ſince the 
change that happened in my health | 
am not able to apply as formerly, nor 
even ſtudy above an hour at a time, or 
hardly as much more in a whole day, 
And I, who had gone through the diver- 
ſions and entertainment of tome courts, 
and foreign countri-s, and in the company 
of ladies, without ever once playing at 
cards, or knowing any ſuch thing as 
play; I am of late become a card-player 
with the women, aud am better qualified 
for chat with them, than for ſpecches in 
a parliament or works in a ſtudy. Thus 
moſt things have their convenience and 
inconvenience. Ir is certain, that in many 
reſpects I may be ſaid to make a bettet 
huſband now thit my hands are tied, 
than I ſhould have done if 1 had been 
left to act to the utmoſt of my itrength 
in politics. There is a ſcifiſhnels in the 
love that is paid a wife, and in the attend- 
ance on a. family, and all the little at. 
fairs of it, which, had I my full fcoye oi 
action in the public, I ſhould hagdly have 
ſubmitted to. An honeſt man muſt cer 
tainly be the greateſt happineſs of an ho- 
neſt woman. But then there is bitter too 
with the ſweet ; for an honeſt man will 
love the public, and act honeſtly in the 
public: and if he does fo, it is two to 
one but he is hard ſet, and perhaps eround 
between the parties; at leaſt he will have 
but a ſolicitous life of it. He cannot 1» 


well wacare uxori as the knave ; but then 


the knave will be a knave to her, and 
Vacare to other women inftead of her, 
And thus, upon a medium, 1 lock upon 
myſelf as in 1eality better qualified than 
ever for a good huſband, it it be to 
truly good woman, whoſe chief (atisfac- 


tion would be a converlible and cheertui 


way of living, with a man who loved an! 
valued her; and whoſe chief thoughts 
and time would be beſtowed on her and 
her children, ard to make her life 5: 
agreeable as could be to herfelf, aid lic 
part in the world as conſiderable. 

But to come to practice after my doc. 
trine, you may depend, upon it I wil 
not be long ere I return again to you: 
and though afer a long ablence, and the 
death of an old ſervant who bad all my 
affairs here in his hands, I have found 
things i» great diſorder, I ſhould” value 
no loſs of this kind. The weather (een 
now to break; and if the roads (es id 
fortnight or three weeks they may be) 
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hecome paſſable, and the weather tole- 
1able, I will ſoon come and make my ſe- 
cond attempt, with all the ſtrength of 
friends that I can make on my fide. And 
if I can but have the leaſt kind help from 
within the place, we may be able to carry 
it. 
It is a ſad cafe for ſuch a one as I am 
to hang in ſuſpenſe in an affair of this 
kind, where I am ſo paſſionately en- 
gaged. I find it worſe perhaps than ano- 
ther, becauſe I am fo uſed to have my 
head free for public affairs and thoughts 
of a larger kind. But l proteſt, though I 
have twenty things to fay to you about 
the- public, I cannot come out with one. 
Forgive. me, I beg you, and place it to 
the account of that ze] I have in an af- 
{vir you haye thus forwarded, and is in 
your hands, as is entirely your obliged 
nend. | 


LETT ER LXXXYIH, 


ard Shafteſbury to Robt. Moleſworth, Ejq 
Dear Six, St. Giles's, March 7, 1708-9. 
{| SHOULD indeed have been concerned 
very much at your filence, had I not 
known of your health by your friends and 
mine, with whom you lately dined. I 


ferred your conftitution would lufter by 


this extremity of. weather we have had. 
The town ſinoke, I think, is no addition 
to this evil in your reſpect: but with me 
it would have been deſtruction. The 
happineſs of a moſt healthy and warm, as 
well as pleaſant ſituation where I am, 
aud which I may really praiſe beyond any 
| nave known in England, has preſerved 


me 1m better health this winter than I 


could have imagined. And 1 deſign to 
profit of the tock I have laid up, and 
eme ſoon where I may have the happi- 
wels of converſing with you. But now 
vou have led me into the tals of ftriend- 
np, and have ſo kindly expoſtulated with 
me about my thanks, let me io my turn 
*Xpottulate too ahout your excules for 
Voir leite's, or even for your omitſ:on, 
| will know you would not forget nie, 
were there any thing that friendſhip re- 
quired. For the telt, friendſhip requires 
that we ſhould be eaſy, and make each 
"her ſo. It is an injuſtice to aca] frie: d 
to deny one's ſelf the being lazy, when 
one has a mind to it. I have profeſſ-d 
to you, that 1 take that liberty my felf, 


it off at this rate. 
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and would uſe it if there were occaſion, 
But beſides other inequalities that are be- 
tween us, over and above thoſe you 
reckoned up, conſider that, together with 
my full leiſure and retreat here in the 
country (by which means I have choice 
of hours to write when I fancy), I have 
alſo a ſecret and private intereſt that 
puſhes me forward to be writing to you 
as often and as much as I can. 1 am 
aſhamed things ſhould ſtand ſo oP 
hetween us: for you have not yet had a 
fair trial, what a correſpondent I ſhould 
prove upon equal terms, nor ean I im- 
pute a ſingle letter of mine to mere 
friendſhip. But 1 am more aſhamed 
(till, when I, who ſhould make excuſes, 
am forced to receive them, See if you 
are not oyer-generous! for any one be- 
ſides yourſelf, would be apt to uſe a 
little raillery with a man in my circum- 
ſtances, that had ſuch an affair depend- 
ing, and wholly in your hands. But I 
find you have too much gallantry, as well 
as friendſhip, to take the leaſt advantage 
ot a lover; and are willing to place more 
to the account of friendſhip, than I can 
ſuffer without bluſhing. However, be 
ſ{-cure of this, that when you take inten- 
tions inſtead of facts, you can never im- 
pute more to me in the way of friend- 

ſhip than 1 really deſerve. And if I 
have not yet had the occaſion of proving - 
myſelf as | would do to you in this re- 
ſpect, I am ſatisfied, if the occaſion of- 
tered, you would not find me remiſs. In 
the mean time, pray uſe me with more 
indulgence, and ſhow me that you can 
vis me as a friend, by writing only when 
you have a fancy, and no more than you 
have a fancy for. Youu cannot imagine 
what a favour I ſhov!d take it, to receive 
a ſhorter and a worſe letter from you, 
than you would write perhaps to an 

triend you had in the world befides, It 
i* a law I tet myſelf with my near and in- 
timate friends to write in every humour, 
or neglect writing, as I fancy; and from 
this ſettled gegligence I grow a right 
correfpon dent, and write when I ſcarce 


"think of i, by making thus free with 


thoſe I wiite to. If you will take my 
humour as It runs, you ſhall have hearty 
thanks too into the bargain, for taking 
Let me but have a 
ſmall ſcrap or feraw] (three or four ſizes 
below the firſt of your letters, after the 
late conference), and I ſhall think myſelf 
11 not 
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not only favourably, but kindly and 
friendly dealt with. 5 
Nardi parvus onyx eliciet cadum &. 

The truth is, I long for another ſuch 
precious ſciap as I had after your firſt 
attempt for me; that if you are as ſuc- 
ceſsful in a ſecond, and find that your 
good advice has made impieſſion, and 
that there be a real foundation of hope, 


I may come up quiekly to make my ſe- 


cond attempt upon my old friend. 

. Your ſtory of friendſhip could not but 
delight me, it being one of my darling 
pieces ; elpecially being in an author, 
who, though he perpetually does all he 
can to turn all morality and virtue into 
ridicule, is yet forced to pay this, and 
one or two more remarkable tributes of 
acknowledgment, to the principle of ſo- 
ciety and friendſhip, which is the real 
principle of life, the end of life, and 
not (as ſome philoſophers would have it) 
the means. Horace in his wild days was 
of another opinion; but when he came 
in a riper age to ſtate the queſtion, 
Qnidve ad amicitias, uſus rectumve trabat nes] ? 
he always gives it for the latter, and 
would not allow virtue to be a mere 
name. Let who will deſpiſe friendſhip, 
or deny a ſocial principle, they will, if 
they are any thing ingenuous, be urged 
one time or another to confeſs the power 
of it: and if they enjoy it not them- 
ſelves, will admire or envy it in others. 
And when they have inverted the whole 
matter of life, and made friendſhips, and 
acquaintances, and alliances ſerve only as 
A means to the great and ſole end ot in- 
tereſt, they will find by certain tokens 
within their own breaſts, that they are 
ſhort of their true and real intereſts of 
life, for this is in reality, 

Propter vitam videndi perdere cauſas. 

Vour judgment too, of the fii it of the parts 

in the ſtory of friendſhip, is in my opi- 
nion perfectly juſt. My natural ambition 
in friendſhip made me wiſh to be the 
poor man rather of the two; though ſince 
I have lately had to deal with a rich one, 
I have withed often to change parts; and 
keeping the wealth I have, would fain 


Hor. Lib. 4. Od. 12. ver. 17. 

+ This ſtory, which is well worth peruſing, 
is in Lucian's Toxaris, or diſcouile of frien- 
ſhip. | 
I Hor, Lib. 4. Od. 12. ver. 
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have my old friend to be heartily poor, 
and accordingly make an experiment of 
me by ſuch a legacy, But 1 am afraid 
he hardly thinks me capable of accepting 
of it ; or if he did, I know not whether 
he would think the more fayourably of 


Book II. 


me. Mine is a hard caſe indeed, when 
I am on one ſide obliged to act fo difin- 
tereſted a part; and yet muſt be careful 
on the other fide, leſt, for not loving mo- 
ney, I ſhould be thought an ill fon-in- 
law, and unfit to be entruſted with any 
thing. Thus you fee I mix love and 
philoſophy; and ſo I ſhould politics and 
public affairs with private, if my place 
at this time was not the country and. 
yours the town. However, I cannot for- 
bear intreating you to ſend me word, 
whether the propoſal about Dunkirk || 
was from our triend in the miniſtry or 
not? for I heard he diſliked it, or ſeemed 
to do ſo; and for the laſt there may be 
good reaſon as he is a ſtateſman ; for the 
former, I can ſee none, but am rather 
inclined to think, that as a generous and 
true ſtateſman, he had for many reaſons 
(in reſpect of foreign and home affairs) 
contrived that the propoſal ſhould ſeem 
to have its riſe frem a popular heat, ra- 
ther than from the cabinet council, and as 
a deliberate thought. But if my own 
thought of it be fond, it is in the way of 
friendſhip fill; for I could wiſh a friend 
the happineſs of being author of every pub- 
lic good that was poſſible for him, and not 
to be a hinderance or obſtruction to any. 

To conclude, one word about my pri- 
vate affair, and I have dove for this time. 
I beg you, when you have been your vi- 
fiis, and made your utmoſt effort to ler 
what foundation I may hope for, you 
would wiite me à line inſtantly. For 
though I have private affairs of ſome 
coniequence, that ſhould keep me here 
at leaſt a month or fix weeks longer, 1 
will deſpiſe all of that kind: and now the 
roads are paſſable and weather tolerable, 
will come up at'a week's warning; if a 
man who loves and admires, is known - 
thuvgh never ſeen, can poſſibly be fa- 
voured er thought to deſerve. For if to 
the caule is nobler, and there is a better 
foundation for acting boldly, Adieu, 
adieu. 

The demoliſhing of its fortifications and * 
tuining of its harbour, which was grit pro- 
poled iu the unaccompliſhed treaties ot the 
Luc and Gertruydenburg, 1703. 
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LETTER LXXXIX. 
LordShafteſbury to Robt. Moleſaorth, Eſq 


Pear Six, Beachworth, June 3, 1709. 
JF is now long fince I had fixed my 

thoughts on nothing but the happ1- 
neſs of teeing you, and profiting of thoſe 
advantages which the perfedteſt friendſhip, 
with the greateſt addreſs, and indefatiga- 


ble pains, had compaſſed in my behalf. 


There was nothing I might not have 
hoped from ſuch a foundation as you had 
Ind; and all the enchantments. in the 
world could not have held proof, had my 
{ad fate allowed me but to have followed 
my guide, and executed what my general 
had fo ably deſigned. But not a. ſtar, 
but has been my enemy. I had hardly 
got over the unnatural winter, but with 
all the zeal imaginable I diſpatched my 
affairs, and came up from the weſt, think- 
ing to ſurpriſe you by a vitit. The hurry 
I came away in, and the fatigue of more 
than ordinary buſineſs I was forced. to 
difpatch that very morning [| ſgt our, 
joined with the ill weather which returned 
again upon my journey, threw me into 
one of my ill fits of the aſthma, and al- 
moſt killed me on the road, After a few 
week I got this over, and my hopes re- 


vived; and laſt week I went to Cheltea, 


paid my vifit next day to the old man, 
found him not at home, reſolved to 1e- 
double my viſits, and once more endea- 
vour to move him. But the winds re- 
turned to their old quarter, I had Lon- 
don ſmoke on me for a day or two; grew 
extremely ill with it, and was forced to 
ietire hither, where 1 have but juſt reco- 
vered breath. 

What ſhall I do in ſuch a caſe? To 
trouble vou further | am aſhamed; 
a\ſ11med too that I ſhould have puſhed 
luch an affair, to which my ſtrength was 
ſo Intle ſuitable; and yet athamed to de- 
liſt, after what I have done, and the vaſt 
trouble I have put you to. But fortune 
has at length taught me that leſſon of 
philoſophy, © to know myſelf,“ my con- 


ituution | mean; for my mind (in this 


reſpect at leaſt) I know full well. And 
I wiſh in all other things I could he as 
unerring and perfect as I have been in 
this affair; in which I am certain no am- 
dition, or thought of intereſt, has had 
any part; though it may look as if all 


my aim had been fortune, and not the 


than at St. James's. 
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perſon and charafter of the lady, as I 
have pretended, But in this I dare al- 
molt {ay with aſſurance, You know my 
heart. Whether the lady does, or ever 
will, God knows; for I have ſcarce the 
heart left to tell it her, had I the oppor- 
tunity, | | 

So much for my ſad fortune. 

I hope however to be at Chelſea again 
in a few days, and I long for the happi- 
neſs of ſeeing you there: for I have no 
hopes of being able to wait on ybu at 
your lodgings. 5 

If the Queen goes ſoon, to Windſor, I 
hope ſoon to fee the great man, our 
friend; whom I can eaſier viſit there, 
He has been ſo 
kind to inquue after me with particular 
favour, and has ſent me a kind meflage 
in relation to public affairs. I am, dear 
Sir, your moſt obliged friend and faith- 
tul humble ſervant. | 


LETTER XC. 
From the ſame to the ſame. 


Chelſes, 

My DAR FRIEND. June 15, 1709. 
I Was this day to wait again on my old 
Lord. I found him as civil and obliging 

as ever, But when I came to make men- 
tion of my affair, I found the ſubject was 
uneaſy to him. I did but take occahon, 
when he ſpoke in praiſe of my little 
houte and ttudy, to tell him I built it in 
a different view from what his Lordſhip 


knew me to have of late; for I had then 


(I told him) no thoughts beyond a tingle 
iife, I would have added, that fince I 
was unhappy in my firſt offer, and had 
turned my thoughts as I had lately done, 
when 1 tattered myſelt in the hopes of 
his favour, | could no longer enjoy the 
place or his neighbourhood with the ſa- 
tisfaction I had done before. But I 
found he was deaf on this ear. He 
ſeemed to expreſs all the uneaſineſs that. 
could be, and I could go no further, I 
lee there is no hope left for me. If he 
thought any one fincere, I believe I 
might be as likely as any one to he 
truited by him. But I am afraid he 
thinks but the worſe of me, for pretend- 
ing to value his daughter as I do; and 
tor proteſting, that I would be glad to 
take her without a farthing, preſent or 
tuture, and yet ſettle all I have, as I 
have offered him, He will not eaſily find 


ſuch 
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ſuch a friend and ſon-in-law; one that 
has ſuch a regard tor him and his. 

But fo it mutt be. He may ſuffer per- 
haps as well as I. 
this, when men are too ciatty to fee 
plain, and too intereſted to fee their real 
friends and inteteſt. I ſhall ſoon thew 
my ſincerity in one reſpect, it I live: 
for ſince I car not have the woman I have 
ſeen and liked, I way determine perhaps 
on one I have never ſeen; and take a 
lady for a charaGier only without a for- 
tune (which | want not), fince you and 
other friends are fo kindly impostugate 
and preſſing on this concern of mine. 

But of this mere when 1 lee you next, 
with a thouſand acknowl-edoments and 


thanks for the thorough friend{hip you 
have ſhewny and what is fo truly triewd- 


ſkip, that I almoſt think I jure it 
when I ipeak of thanks and acknouwle dy- 
ments. | 

Yoy will have me take al! of this kind 
in another manner; and therefore, on the 
ſame foot, | expect you ſhould take all 
that I have done, or ever can do, without 
ceremony, and as your faithful triend 
ard humble ſervant, 


LETTER x0. 
Lord Sbaſteſburyto Robt. Moleſwworth, Eſq. 


— 


Dn Beach worth, 

My DAR FaignD, July 9g, 1709. 
1 CAN hardly be reconciled io you, for 

ſaying fo much as you have done, to 
expreſs your conce:n tor the dilappoint- 
ment of my grand affur. I am not fo 
ill a friend, nor have lived fo little in the 
world, 2s not to know by experience, 
that a diſppointment in a triend's con- 
cern is often of more trouble to one 
than in one's own. And 1 was fo (+- 
tisfhed this was your caſe, that I was wil- 
ling to diminith the loſs and make a 
flight of it as poſſible, the better to 
comfort you, and prevent your being too 
much concerned at what had happened. 
As to the fortune, I might üncerely have 
done it; but asto the lady, I own the 
Jols is great enough; tor, beſides her 
character and education, ſhe was the firſt 
I turned my thoughts upon after the 
promiſe you had drawn from me the year 
tefore, when you joined with fome 
friends of mine in kindly preſſing me to 
think of the contipuauce of a family. 


» 
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There is no help for 
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Methinks now I might be acquitted, 
after this attempt I have made. But 
you have taken occaſion from the ill ſuc- 


cels of it io prove how much more il] 


you are my friend, in deiiring to make 
the moſt of me while 1 live, and keep 
what you can of we for memory-fake 
afterwards, This is the kindeſt part in 
the world; and I cannot bring myſelf fo 
much as to ſuppole a poſſibility ot your 
flattering me. I have an eaſy faith in 
friendſhip. My friends may diſpoſe cf 
we as they pleaſe, when they thus lay 
claim to me; and. whilit they find me of 
any uſe to themz or think I have any 
power {t!] to ſerve mankind or my coun- 
iry in ſuch a ſphere as is yet left for me, 
I can hve as happy in a crazy ſtate of 
health, and ont of the way of pleaſures 
and diverſions, as it 1 enjoyed them in 
the higheſt degrees. If Marriage can be 
ſuitable to ſuch a circumſtance of life, 1 
am content to engage. | mult do my 
belt to render it agreeable to thoſe 1 
engage with; and my choice, I am fen- 
lible, ought for this reaſon to be as you 
have wiſely preſcribed for me. 1 mult 
iefolve to ſacrifice other advantages, to 
obtain what is principal and eſſential in 
my caſe. 

What other people will ſay of ſuch a 
match, I know not; nor what motive 
they will afſign for it, when interelt is 
ſet aſide. Love, Itear, will be ſcarce a 
tolerable pretence in ſuch a one as Jam: 
and for a family, I have a brother ill 
alwe whom 1] may have ſtill ſome hopes of. 
Whit a weakn: is then would 1! be thought 
in me, to marry with liitle or no fortune, 
and not in the high. {t degiee of quality 
neither? Will it be enough that I take 
a breeder out of a good family, with a 
right education, fit for a mere wife; and 
with no advantage but ſimple innocence, 
modeſty, and the plain qualities of a good 
mother and a good nurſe? This is as 
little the modern reliſh; as that old fa- 
ſhioned wite of Horace's, 

Sabina gu lit, aut peruſta /olibus 

Pernicis uxor Apputt ws 
Can you or my friends, who preſs me te 
this, bear me ont in it? See, if with 
all the notions of virtue (which you, 
more than any one, have helped to pro- 
pagate in this age) it be pofſible to make 
ſuch an affair pals tolerable in the world! 


* Epod. 2. ver. 4t. 


The 


tanrnh to believe meſelf 2 
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The experiment however Mall be made, 
if I live out this ſummer; and you ſhall 


heat me fay, as the old bachelor in the 
Latin Menander, with a little alteration, 


Scct. III. 


Lis hae moleſtum,—atque alienum a vita mea 
Videtur ; fi wos tantepere ifluc willis, fiat &. 


You ſce upon What foot of ftiendſhip 
I teat you. Judge whether it be necet- 
lary for you hereafter to lay much in or- 
der to convince me what a t;1end you are; 
and for my own part, 1 have zediced 


you, I am confident, to the necethty of 


believing me either the moſt inlincere of all 
men, or the moſt faithfully your friend 
and humble ſervant: 


| milled our great friend, when I was 
lalt to viſit him at St. Jaines's, I intend 
ton Windſor very ſoon, if 1 am able. 


„ xt 


From the fame to the ſame. 


Reyeate in Surrey, 

DEAR SIR, Nov. 1, 1709, 
F 1 have had any ren] joy in my new 
tate, it was then chietly when I re- 
ceived yours, that wiſhed it. me. The 
two or three friends whom, beſides your- 
(elf, I pretend to call by that name, were 


to uch parties to the affair, and fo near 


me, that their part of congratulation 
was in a manner anticipated, Har pily 
you were at a good diſtunce, and point de 
dat tu lee right; for as little tuſt as [ 
allow to the common friendſhip of the 
world, I am fo preſumptuvus in this caſe 
of a near and intimate tend, that, in- 
teach of miſtratting then att: Aide „ | am 
taiher afraid of its rendering them too 
partial, The intereſt and part which 1 
believe them ready to take in my con- 
cen, makes me with them fometunes to 
re me (as thev ſhould do themſciv's) 

om a din ance, ard in a leis favourable 
; Yoke . So-that, although I have had ged- 
trhers to my mach, 1 have not been 
confirmed till 1 had your avprobation ; 
id though (thank Gd) I have had 
2 good OQhinftian 
thout epiſcopal ation, I mould 


nde thought myſelt an ili huſoand, and 
Gilf married, if 1 had not received 


vor concluding lentence and friendly 


ciling. In good earnelt (for to you ! 
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am not aſhamed to ſay it) I have for 
many years known no other pleaſure, or 
interctt, or ſatisfaction, in doing any 
thing, but as 1 thought it right, and 
what became me to my friends ard coun- 
try. Not that 1 think I had the leſs plea- 
ture for this reaſon; but honeſty will al- 
ways be thought a melancholy thing to 
thoſe who go but halt way into the rea- 
lor of it, and are honett by chance or 
by force of nature, not by reaſon and 
conviction, Were I to talk of marriage, 
and forced to ſpeak my mind plainly, 
and without the help of humour or rail- 
lery, I ſhould doubtleſs offene the- moſt 
part of ſober married people, and the 
jadies chiefly; for I ſhould in reality 
think I- did, wonders in extul'ing the 
happinets of my new ftate, and the merit 
ot my wife in particular, by ſaying, that 
I verily thought myſelf as happy a man 
now as ever. And is not tat ſubject 
enough of joy! What would a man of 
lente wiſh more? For my own part, 
if | find any fincere joy, it is becauſe [ 
promiſed mytelf no other than the ſatis- 
faclion of my friends; who thought m 
famaly worth vrete! ving „and my ſelf worth 
nursing in an md: ferent crazy ſta: „ to 
which a. wife (if a cal good ove) is A 
great help. Such a one 1 have found; 
and if by her help or care I can re2ain 
a tolerable ſhars of health, you may be 
ſe it wilt be employel as you deſire, 
lince my marriage itſelf was but a means 
to that end. 

have deferred three of four poſts the 
anſwering yours, in expectation of te- 
porting lemething to you from our gieat 
Lord, to whom I had late ely ent a let ter ; 
he having before let me know thai be 
would ſoon write to me upon ſomething 
of moment; but as yet I have heard no- 
thing, Only, as oft as he'ſres a friend 
of ours, he enquies after me with parti- 
cular kindneſs, I am now ai ſuch a con- 
venient diſtapce from him, whether he 
be at St. James's, Kenſington, or Wind 
for, that when the weather and - wird 
ſerve for me, and I am tolerably well, 
[ can in four or five hours driving be 
ready to attend him. Other att- -ncdanee 
[ am not, you know, capable of ; nor 


can | expect fuch a change of heilth as 


that comes to ; for fincerely it deyerds 
on that alone. As mane as have 
carried myſelf to other miniſters, I could 
as willingly pas a morn ing wii at 


his 


t 
pe 
Hq 

th 
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his levee as any Where elſe in the 
world. 

When laſt I was with him at Windſor, 
you may be ture, I could not omit ſpeak- 
ing to him of yourſelf, The time I had 
with him was much interrupted by com- 
pany. I know not how my intereſt, on 
ſuch a foot as this, is hke to grow; but 
] am certain it ſhall not want any culti- 
vating, which an honeſt man, and in my 
circumſtances, can poiſihly beſtow upon 


"of, If he has, or comes to have any 


good opinion of my capacity or know- 
ledge, he muſt withal regard me in the 
choice | make of friends. And if it 
happens, as fortunately as it has done, 
that the chief friend I have, and the firſt 


hom I conſider in public affairs, was 


previouſly his own acquaintance and 
proved friend, one would think he (ſhould 
afterwards come to tet a higher value 
upon him; and fince he cannot have one 
always near him who gladly would be ſo, 
he will oblige another who is willing and 
able. And in reality, if at this time 


vour coming up depends only on his wiſh 


(as you tell me), and the commands he 
may have tor you, I ſhall much wonder 
if he forgets the advantage, - or thinks he 
can diſpenſe with your pretence at fuch a 
ume. 

Your character of Lord Whwton is 
very generous. I am glad to hear e 
well of him. If ever | expected any 
public good where virtue was wholly 


funk, it was in his character; the moit 


mytterious of any in my account, for this 
rea fon. 
this monſtrous compound in hin, of the 
very wort and bett. A thouſand kind 
thanks to vou in mv own and ſpouſe's 
name, for your kind thou_hts of fceing 
us. I add only my repeated ſervice and 
good wiſhes, as your old and faithful 
friend and obliged humble ſervant. 


LETTER XC. 


From Sir John Cropley to 


Dran Sin, Red-Lion Square, Auyut 16, 


V Y Lord Shafteſbury has defired me 


to make you his excule at this time; 
and I am ture when [I tell you what hin- 
ders him, you will be more pleated with 
a letter from me, than with any you 
have ever had from him. However, 1 


But I have ſeen many proofs ot 
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know in a poſt or two he will do it him- 
ſelf, and tell you he is come acquainted 
with a perſon that has every qualitication, 
but equality of fortune, to make her a 
ſuitable match. I believe no man ever 
had a ſurer proſpect ot his own and ta- 
mily's happinels, I am only concerned 
that ſo good a friend as you, are not 
here, to be that way a partaker with my. 
ſelf of this; and my Lord laments it him. 
lelt as much. His health, which is our 
beſt article, is become ſo good this wea- 
ther, that he has been able to make his 
Windſor journey without hurting him- 
ſeit ; and the good impreſſion your friend, 
my Lord Preaſurer, made at firft on m 
Lord, datly increaſes. And I muſt own, 
ſince our friend has ſteered by our com- 
paſs, and has taken this reſolution at our 
requeſt, and tor his country's good, -{ 
with it was as ſuch told your friend, my 
Lord Treaſurer; and the more, fince 1 
find my Lord Shafteſbury is denrous ot 
cultivating all ways the foot they now 
fand on, 
for a light act, which in itſelf is ſo far 
from it“. And I mutt fay again, the 
choice is fo good in all reſpects but that 
one, which my Lord 1s very well able to 
diſpente with, - that even ſome Whig 


friends that do not love him (Whatever 


they pretend) for to often putting them 
out of countenance, and anaigning their 
condytt, will not be able to wound him 
at all; though, as a finceie friend to my 


Lord Shafteſbury, I muſt own it is the 


only place ] tear hurt from ; and fo am 
the more willing fo ppt you in mind of 
this fence againſt it. If your occaſions 
ſhould he ſo pretling to get the better of 
vour inclinations, and keep you from do- 
ing this in the belt way, yet I hope, in 
your correſponding with my Lord Trea- 
jurer, you will remember this by the 
very firit opportunity, My Lord Shafteſ- 
bury is now at Beachworth. I ſhall be 
with him to-morrow ; and Mr, Mickle- 


thwayt, who is now here, will have me 
add his humble reſpeds. I can fay, no 


man is with greater faithfulneſs, grati- 
tude, and ref,,ct, than myſelf, dear Sir, 


 vour molt humble and molt obedient 


ſervant. 
Jill not pretend to give you news, 
but Mick ſays we have none. I beg my 


beſt reipedts and good wiſhes to your ſons. 


* Meaning Lord Shafſteſbury's marriage. 
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I would not have this pas 
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LETTER XCIV. 
From the ſame to the ſame. 


DzAar Six, October the 6th. 


THE marriage of our friend muſt be 
my excute for no ſooner acknow- 


1edzing ſo kind a letter as I about that 


ume received from you. But really, as 
private and as little to do as there was 
done in it, yet it gave me more buſineſs 
than I expefted. You mult long ere 
this know, that his lady is a daughter of 
Mr. Ewer of Herttordihire, where that 
family have been ſeated ever ſince Henry 
the Seventh's time. I gave you, I re- 
member, a pretty full account of all but 
her name in my letter; fo that I will 
oily now ſay ot it, that I believe no man 
ver had a wife, that his own life and 
happineſs would go on more the fame, 
and undiſturbed in all parts of it, than he 
has. My Lord, by going too ſoon unto 
tis Reygate houle, got a ſcvere cold; 
but he's ſo perfectly recovered as to be 
much better than 1 have ſeen him in ſome 
years paſt, You would now be as much 
rejoiced, and indeed ſurpriſed, io fee the 
good ſigns of health in him, as you 
were concerned in ſceing him laſt at 
Chelſea, The change is lo great, that I 
do not doubt but the public too, one way 
or other, will have good figns of it. My 
Lord Treaſurer has molt kindly wiit to 
congratulate him; and my Lord has wit 
a letter in anſwer, with more perſonal 
honour and eſteem than I am ſure he 
ever writ a miniſter before. By the way, 
now I am ſpeaking of compiiunents, on 
this occation 1 hear a certain perion at 
your Lord Licutenant's “ gave a pretty 
gad account of the lady, or rather vt my 
Land, by ſaying ſhe was far from being 
young. Indeed, if that had been want g 
in any match, it would have made it a 
affair. But ſhe is but twenty. So 
| cannot but tancy fome odd wrong per- 
on malt have been named for him; or 
u not a feature of th- old icaven, a 
vieaking our of ome old Whiggiſm, tur 
palt fins committed that can never be 
vigiyen ? And this was more ſtrange, to 
make ſuch a deliberate act of lus, and 
hat he was ſo difficult to be brought to 
pals lor a fudden raſh one, when youth 
was alto taken away. But ſome ate 10 
xn and envious of characte.s, as to be 


* At Lord Whartou's. 


ſchemes to defame by. 
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ſometimes pretty prepoſterous in their 
My. Lord is 
now with me, and enjoins me to give you 
his mott fanhful reſpetts and thanks for 
all your kind concern and good wiſhes. 
I am with unfeigned reſpett and lincerny, 
dear Sir, your molt tanhtul, obedient, 
humble leryant. 


LETTER XCV: 
Lord Shafteſbury to Lord“ *. 


[ Sent with the Notion of the Hiſtor cal 
Draught of the Judgment of Herculcs. ] 


My Lok, | 


HIS letter comes to your Lordſhip, 
accompanied with a (mali writing, 
intitled A Notion; for ſuch alone can 
that piece deſervedly be called, which 
aſpires no kigher than to the forming of 
a project, and that too in io vulgar a 


ſcience as painting. But Whatever the 


ſubject be, if it can prove any way eu- 
tertaining to you, it will ſufficiently an- 
ſwer my deſigu. And if poſſibly it may 
have that good ſucceſs, I ſhould have no 
ordinary opinion of my project, ünce I 
know how haid it would be to yive your 
Loidſiip a real entertainment by any 
thing which was not in ſome ic{yxect 


worthy and uſeful. 


. On this accoumt I muſt by way of pre- 
vention inform your Lordſhip, that after 
1 had cuncaved my Notion, tuch as you 
ſee it upon paper, I was not conteuted 
with this, but tell directly to work, and 
by the hand of a maſter-painter bi ought | 
it into practice, and formed a real dean. 
This was not enough. I retolved atter- 
wards to ſce what etfe&t it would have, 
when taken out of mere black-and-white 
into colouis; and thus a iketch was at- 
terwards drawn, "This pleated fo well, 
that being encouraged by the wirtuuſh 
who are ſo eminent in this part of the 
wo: Id, I reſolved at lait io engage my 
painter in the great work. Iauncdiately 
a cloth was beſpoke of a ſuitable diunen- 
hon, ard the figures taken as big o big- 
ger than the common lite; the ſubject 
being of the heroic kind, and 1equiring 
rather 1uch figures as ſhould appcal above 
ordinary human ſtature. gw 
Thus my Notion, as light as iu may 
prove in the treatiſe, is become very lub- 


ttautial in the workmanſhip, Luc piece 


is 
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is ſtill in hand, and like to continue fo for 
ſome time. Otherwiſe the fiift draught 
or deſign ſhould have accompanied the 
treatiſe, as the treatiſe does this letter, 


But the deſign having grown thus into a 


ſketch, and the ſketch afterwards \ into a 
picture, I thought it fit your Lordſhip 
ſhould either ſee the ſeveral pieces toge- 
ther, or be troubled only with that which 
was the beſt, as undoubiedly the great 
one mult prove, it the maſter I employ 
ſinks not very much below bümſelf in this 
performance. | 

Far ſurely ſhould I be, my Lord, trom 


conceiving any van ary or pride in amulc- 


ments of ſuch an interior kind as thete, 


Eſpecially were they ſuch as they may na- 


turally at firſt fight appear. I pretend not 


here to apologize either for them or for 


myſelf. Your Lordſhip however knows 


[ have naturally ambition enough to make 


me deſirous of employing myſelf in bu- 
fineſs of a higher oder; fince it has 
been my fortun. e in public affairs 40 act 
often in concert with yon, and in the 
ſame views, on the intereſt of Europe and 
mankind. "There was a time, and that 
a very early one of my life, when I was 
not wantmg to my country in this re- 
ſpe. But after ſome yea's of hearty 
labour and pains in this kind of work- 


manſhip, an unhappy breach in my 


health drove me not only from the ſeat 
of- buſineſs, but forced me to {eek theſe 
foreign climates 3 where, as mild as the 
winters generaily are, I have with much 
ado lived out this latter one ; and am 
now, as your Lordſhip finds, employing 
myſelf in ſuch eaſy ſtudies as are moſt 
ſuitable to my ſtate of health, and to the 
genivs of the country where 1 : am con- 


fi ned. : 


This in the mean time I can with ſome 
aſſurance ſay to your Lordſhip in a kind 
of ſpirit of -prophely, from what I have 
obſerved of the riſing genius of gur n2- 
tion, that if we live to ſec a peace anv 
way .an{werable to that generous ſpirit 
with which this war was begun, and car- 
ried on for our own liberty and that of 
Europe, the figure we are like to make 
abroad, and the increaſe of knowledge, 
induitry and ſenſe at home, will render 
united Britain the principal ſeat of arts ; 


and, by her politeneis and advantages in 


this kied, will ſhew evidently how much 
ſhe owes to thoſe connſels which taught 
her to exert herſelf fo refolutely in behalf 


EPISTLES. 


of the common cauſe, and that of her 
own liberty and happy conſtiiution ne- 
ceſſarily included. 

I can myſelf remember the time when 
in reſpect of muſic, our reigning taſte was 


in many degrees inferior to the French. 


"The long reign of luxury and pleaſure 
under Kinz Charles the Second, and the 
foreign * and fiudied advantages 
given to muſic in a following reign, 
could not raiſe our genius the lead in this 


reſpect. But when the ſpirit of the na- 


tion was grown more free, though en- 


gazed at that time in the fierceſt war, 


and with the moſt doubtful ſucceſs, we 


no ſooner began to turn ourſelves towards 
muſic, and inquire what Italy in parti. 
cular produced, than in an inftant we 


outſtripped our neighbours the French, 


entered into a genius far beyond theirs, 
and raifed ourſelves an ear and Judg- 
ment not infe:1 ior to the beſt now in the 
world. 

In the ſame manner as to painting. 
Though we have as yet nothing of our 
own native growth in this kind worthy of 
being mentioned, yet ſince the public has 
of late begun to expreſs a reliſh for en- 
gravings, dawings, copyings, and for 
the original paintings of the chief Italian 
lchools (% contrary to the modern 
French), I doubt not that in very few 
years we fhall make an equal progreſs 
in this other ſcience. And when our hu- 
mour turns us to cultivate theſ: deſigning 
arts, our. genius, I am perſuaded, will 
naturally carry us over the (lighter amule- 
ments, and lead us to that higher, more 


ſerious and noble part of imitation, which 


relates to hiſtory, human nature, and the 
chief degree of order of beauty; I mean 
that of the rational lite, diftin&t from the 
merely vegetable and ſenſible, as in ant- 
mals or plants; according to thoſe ſeve- 


ral degrees or orders of painting which 


your Lordſhip will and tos gelled in this 
exiemporury Notion I have ent vou. 

As tor archuect ue, it is no wonder if 
fo man y vohie deſigns of this kind have 
miſcarii:d amonelt us, ſince the genius 
of our nation has hitherto been fo little 
turned this way, that through ſever⸗! 
reigns we have patiently ſeen the nableſt 
public buildings periſh (if I may fay ſo) 
under the hand of one ſingle court-archi- 
tech; who, if he had been able to pro- 
fit by experience, would long fince, at 
our. expence, have proved the greateſt 

maſter 
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maſter in the world. But I queſtion whe- 
ther our' patience is like to hold much 


Sec. III. 


longer. The devaitation fo long com- 
mitted in this kind, has made us begin to 
grow rude and clamorous at the hea:ing 
of a new palace ſpoiled, or a new defign 
committed to ſome raſh or impotent pre- 
teader, 7 | 
It is the good fate of our nation in 
this particular, that th. re remain yet 
two of the nedbleft ſubjects for architec- 
ture; our Prince's palace and our Houte 
of Parliament. For I cannot but fancy 
that when Whitehall is thought of, the 
neighbouring Lords and Commons will at 
the ſame time be placed in better cham- 
hets avd apartments than at, preſent ; 
were it only for Majelly's ſike, and as 
a magnificence b-coming the perſon of 
the Prince, who here appea's in full fo- 
lemnity. Nor do I fear that when theſe 
new ſubjeas are attempted, 
miſcarry as groſsly as we have done in 
others before. Our Rate in this retpect, 
may prove perhaps more fortunate than 
our church, in having walted till a na- 
tional ſaſte was formed before theſe ei- 
lices were undertaken. But the zeal of 
the nation could not, it ſeems, admit fo 
long a delay in their ecc|ehaitical {truc- 
tures, particularly their m-t.opolitan. 
And fince a zeal of this fort has been 
newly kindled amongſt us, its like we 
ſhall fee from afar the many {pires aril- 
ing in our great city, with tuch haſty 
and ſudden growth, as may be the occahon 
perhaps that our immediate rel:{h ſhall 
be hereafter cenſured, as retaining much 
ot what arti{ls call the Gothic kind. 
Hardly, indeed, as the public now 
ſtznds, ſhould we bear to fee a Whitehall 
teited hike a Hampton Court, or even 
„ new cathed: al like St. Paul's. Aimoſt 
every one now becomes concerned, and 
intereſts himſelf in ſuch public ftrustuses. 
Even thoſe pieces too ate brought under 
the common cenſure, which, though 
raiſed by private men, ate of ſuch a 
erandeur and mapnificence as to hecome 
ra:ijonal ornaments. The ordinary man 
may. build his .cottzge, or the plain gen- 
teman his country houſe, according as he 
fancies: but when a great man builds, 
be will find little quarter from the public, 
if, inſtcad of a beautiful pile, he raiſes at 
a valt expence ſuch a falſe and counter- 
fe't piece of magnificence, as can be jultly 
112'/pned for its deformity by fo many 


we mould 


E * 
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knowing men in art, and by the whole 
people, who, 1 ſuch a conjunctore, 1ea- 
dily follow their opinion 

In reality the people are no ſmall par- 
ties in this cauſe. Nothing moves ſue— 
celsfelly without them. There can be 
no public, but where they ar- 1 clu led. 
Ard without a pubic voice, knowingly 
guided and 'ireted, there is nothing 
which can raite a tue ambition in the 
artift ; nothing which can exalt the ge- 
nus of the w Kan, or make him emu- 
lous, of after-tame, and of he approba- 
tion of his country and of poſterity. For 
with theſe, he naimaily as a freeman 
mult take part; in theſe he has a paſ- 
tionate concern and intereſt aiſed in him, 
by the fame genius of libe:ty, the ſame 
laws and government, by which his pro- 
perty and the rewards of his pain and 
induſt.y are ſecured to him, and to his 
generation after him. 

Every thing co- operates in ſuch a ſtate 


towards the improvement of art and 


ſcience, And for the deſigning arts in 
particular, ſuch as architecture, painting, 
and ftatuary, they are in a manner link- 
ed together. The taite of one kind 
brings necell:rily that of the others along 
with it, When the free ſpirit of a na- 
tion turns itfelf this way, judgments are 
formed z critics ariſe; the public eye and 
eur improve: a right taſte preyails, and 
in a manner forces its way. Nothing is 
lo improving, nothing ſo natural, ſo con- 
genial to the liberal arts as that reigr ing 
liberty and high ſpirit of a people, which 


from the habit of juiiging in the higheſt 


matters for themſelves, makes them ſree- 
ly je dae of other ſubjects, and enter 
thoroughly into the characters as well of 
men and manners, as of- the products or 
works of men in art and tcience. So 


much, my Lord, do we owe to the excel- 


lence of our national conſtitution and le- 
gal monarchy ; happily fitted for us, and 
nich alone could hold together fo mighty 
a people; all ſharers (though at fo far 
a ditarce {rom each other) in the go- 
vernment of themſelves, and meeting 
undertone herd in ore valt metropolis, 
wh: ſe enormous growth, however cen- 
ſurable in other reſpefts, is aAually a 
cauſe that workmanſhip and arts of ſy 
any kinds arife to ſuch pei fection. 

Wält encouragement our higher pow re 
may think fit to give theſe growing arts, 
| will nor pretend to gueſs, This L 
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know, that it is ſo much for their ad- 
vantage and intereſt to mate themſelv-s 


the chief partixs in the canſe, that I wiſh 


no court or ministry, beides a truly vir- 


 tuous and wile one, may ever concern 
themſelves in the affair. For ſhould 


they do fo, they would in realty do 
more harm than good; hpce it is not 
the nature of a court ('uch as courts ge- 
nerally are) to improve, but rather cor- 
rupt a taſte. And what is in the begin 
ning ſet wrong by then example, is 
hardly ever afterwards recoverable in the 


genius of a nation. 


Content therefore T am, my Lod, 
that Britain ſtands in this reſpeet as ſhe 
now does. Nor can one, methinks, with 
juſt reaſon regret her having hitherto 
made no. greater advance went in thete 
affairs of art. As her conſtitution has 
grown, and been eftabliſh-d, ſhe has in 


proportion fitted herſelf for other im- 
There has been no antici- 


provements. 
pation in the caſe. . And in this ſurely 
ſhe mult be eſteemed wie, as well as 
happy; that ere ſhe attempted to raiſe 
herſelf any other taſte or reliſh, ſhe ſe— 
cured herſelf a right one in government. 
She has now the advanta-eof beginning 
in other matters on a new foot, She 
has her models ytt to ſeck, her ſcale and 
ſtandard to form with deliberation aud 
good choice. Able enough ſhe 18 at pre- 
ſent to ſhift for herſelf, however aban- 
doned or helpleſs ſhe has been left by 
thoſe whom it became to aſſiſt her. 
Ha:dly, indeed, could ſhe procure 2 
ſingle academy for the training of her 
youth in exerciſes. As good foldiers as 
we a'e, and as good hortes as our c!1- 
mate atfords, our princes, rather than ex- 
pend their treaſure this way, have ſuffered 
our youth to pals into a _turtlyn vation 
to learn to ide. As for other acader1-s, 
ſuch as thoſe fer painting, | ſculpture, or 
architecture, we have not fo much 28 
. the propoſal; whiltt the prince 
of ouc rivsl ration rails academics, 
breeds youch, and tends reanas and 
penpions into ſoeien countrits, to ad- 
vance the intereit a credit of his own, 
Now if, notwittitancing the induſtry and 
pains of this foreign cht, and the ſu- 
pine unconceinedneis of ovr own, the 
national tatte however ries, and aleady 


| ſhews itſelf in many iefpett's beyond that 


of our ſo highly-aflitted nc14hbours; what 
greater proof can there he of the ſupe- 


1 
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riority of genius in one of theſe nations 
above the other? | 
It is but this moment that I chance tg 
read in an article of one of the gazettes 
trom Paris, that it is reſolved at court to 
eltabliſh a new academy for political af. 
fairs. © In it the preſent chief 'minilter 
„is to preſide; having under him fix 


„ academiſts, dovez des talens neceſſaire; 


«c 


no perſon to be received under 
„ the age of «twenty-five. A thouſand 
„ hits penſion tor each ſchola 
able maſters to be appointed for teach- 
ing them the vecellary ſciences, and 
©« inſtrudting them in the treaties of 
„ peace and alliances, which have been 
„ tormerly made the members to 
© allemble three tines a week — c 
de ce ſeminaire (lays the writer) qu'on 
„ tirera les ſecretaires 4ambaſſade ; qui 
% par degrez pourront monter a de flu; 
& hauts emplots.” 

I muſt confeſs, my Lord, as great an 
admirer as I am of theſ{- regvlar in- 
ſtitutions, I cannot but look upon an aca- 
deny for minilters as a very extraordi- 
nary eftabliſhment: eſpecially in ſuch a 
monarchy as France, and at ſuch a con- 
juncture as the preſent, 
the minitters of that court had diſcovered 
lately ſome new methods of negotiation, 
ſuch as their predeceſſors Richlieu and 
Mazariie never thoueht of; or that, on 
ihe contraty, they have found themlelves 
ſo declined, and at ſuch a loſs in the 
management of this preſent treaty, as 
to be lo:ced to take their leſſon from 
ſome of thoſe minifters with whom they 
treat; a reproach of which, no dÞubt, 
they mult be highly ſenſible. 

But 1! is not my deſign here to enter- 
tain your Lordthip with any refleQions 
upon pol:tics, or the methods which the 
Fiench may take to raiſe themſelves new 
minfte's or new generals; who may 
prove a better match tor us than hitherto, 
whiltt we. held our old. I will only fay 
to your Lordſhip on this ſubject of aca- 
dem $, that indeed | have leis concern 
ton the deficuncy of ſuch a one as this, 
than ot any other which could be thought 
of tor Envland 3 and that as tor a ſemi- 
nary of ftarefinen, I doubt nut but, with- 
out tins extraordinary help, we hall be 
able, out of our old ſtock, and the com- 
mon cou:fe of bufirefs, conftantly to fur- 
nith a ſufficient number of well-qual:fied 
ptricns to ſerve upon occaſion, either at 
” home 


It looks as if 


. Ws 


MOD 


nome oi in our forei.n treaties, as often 
as ſuch pe: ſons accordingly qualified ſhall 
duly, louehtly, aud bona fide be required 
to le ve. N . 

[ rein therefore to my vutuoſo ſei— 
ence; which being my chief amutement 
in this place and cheumttagce, your 
Lordihip has by it a frech inftauce- that ! 
can never employ my thoughts with ſ1- 
tistaction on any lubjea, witzout making 
you a pity. For even this very Noon 
had its riſe chirfly from the converiaiion 
of act tain day which 1 had ihe nopyuncis 
to pals a few ye irs ſince in the clunry 
with your Lordſhip. It was there yon 


ſhewed ie fume engravings winch had 


been leut you from Italy. Owe in 
particular I well remember ; of winch 
the lub ct was the very ſame with that 
of ny writt-n Notion encloted. Bui by 
whit hand it was done, or alten Want 
matter, or how executed, I h.ve quite 
torgot. It was the ſummer ſeaſon, when 
you hail receſs from buſincls. Aud I 
nate accordingly calculated this enitie 
aud project for the lame réceſe and lei- 
livre. For by the time this can 1trach 
þngland, the ſpring will be {ar ade 
vauiced, and the n:tional affairs: in a 
manner over with thoſe who are not in 
the inineiate adminitiation. 

Were that indred your Lordſhip's lot 
at prelent, I know rot whether, in 1e- 
gard 10 my country, I ſhoul! dart throw 
ſuch amul; ments as theie in your way. 
Yet even in this caſe, I would venture to 
lay however, in detence of my pr ject, 
and of the cauſe of painting, that covid 
my young hero come to your Lordſhip 
as Well repreſented as he nugut have 
been, ti he. hy the hand of a Iv1 3 at Or 
a Jo. davo (the maiteis who were in be- 
Ing, and repule, when I firit travelied 
hee in Italy), the pitue itſelf, what- 
ever the treatite proved, would have 
been worth notice, and ini-ht have he- 
come u preſent woithy of our court, and 
prince's palace, efpecially ware u 1 
blefied as to Folge within 1t a royal iſſue 
of her mzaj-ity's. Such a piece of tur- 


14: ure night well fit the gailrty, all 


of extteies, Where our Young princes 
ould learn their uuns If: (ſons. And to 
Ie Vintur im this zub and action, might 
prillag's be no flight wenoranuum here- 
tte to a royal youth, Wo ould one 
Hay cone o undergo this tral himtelk 


hien his Own happineſs, as welt as 
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the fate of Europe and the world, would 

in ſo great a meaſure depend. | 
This, my Lord, is making (as you 

ſce) the moſt I can of my project, and 


ſetung off my amuſements with the beſt 


colour 1 am able; that I may be the 
moe txcufghle in communicating them 
io your Lord{hip, and expreſling thus, 
with what zeal I am, my Lord, your 
Lordinp's moſt faith bu ble ei vant, 
Napl.*, March 6, 
N. S. 1712, 
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Extradt of a letter fromthe Earl of Shaftefs 
bur; to Thomas Stringer“, Ejq. 
: London, Feb. 15, 1695. 
| W1LL not trouble you any farther now, 
nor indeed have I time, We have 
gut a bill to be eugreſſed, which lays an 
incayacity on the elector (as the late 
paſſed act does on the elected) in caſe of 
Corruption, meat, drink, Sc. aud which 
obliges the kn; hts of the ſhire to have 
gool. a yea', or the inberi ance of it, as 
treebold within the county, and a burgets 
200l. a year lomewhere at leatt in Eng- 
land ow tie fame terms. You could, [ 
believe, icarce ly imagine with yourſelf, 
who theſe are in the world, or who the 
are in the houle, who oppo: this, and all 
other ſuch bilis as this, nugbt and main, 
ani who they are that are condemned of 
llying in the tace of the government, as 
they call i, by being for uch things as 
iheſe ade, and yrietting ſuch hard tings 
on the prerogative or couit. In ſhert, 
„ou would badly believe that your 
poor friend, that now writes to you, 
has lentcuçe (and bitter ſentence toe) 
every day pathyg upon him, for going 
as you May be he he goes, and ever will 
£0, on {uch uccahons as tnefe ; what: yer 
party it be that is io or out at count, 
that is in the pulſcfſion of the places, and 
at.aid of loting weir daily bread by not 
being frrvite enough, or that are out of 
places, and think, by ctotang the court, 
and ficing un good and popular things 
agam(l nt, to gei mito ilicte plac's of bo- 
nit aud ma: azerent. Nev more. My 
kind f.rvice to Ms. Stinger, and my 
ſervice too ta your fun. I am your un- 
ceie friend, &c. ; 
* A gt ntieman why hid bell an office 
unde: tac Loy Crnauccivur Sheit- ſpbu v. 
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From the Earl of Shafteſbury to the Earl 
- of Oxjord 
My Loxp, R-yeat-, March 29, 1711: 
TH. honour you have done me i many 
kind enquiries afte: my health, and 
the favour you have ſhewu me | ately, in 
forwarding the only means I have letr 
for my recovery, by trying the air of a 
warmer climate, obliges we ere I leave 
England 10 returs your Lordthip wy 
molt humble thanks and acknowletg- 
ments in this manner, ſince lam unable 
to do it in a better. I might perhaps, 
my Lord, do ij ice to my if, having 
had no opportunity of late years to pay 
my particular teſprets ta you, vt 1 mould 
attempt ny otherwiſe to compliment your 
Eo: dſhip on the late honours yu have re. 
'cery-d, than by appealing to the early 
acquaintaiice and itiidt correſ ordence ! 
had once the hononr to maintain with 
you and your family, tor wich I bad 
been bred almoſt trom my mn ftancy to 
have the hi-h-&t regard You Lo whip 
well nous my princ1 les ard bunaviocr 
from the firſt how 1 engaged n any pub- 
lic concern, and with what zeal tf 
ſome years of e e in; 1 port: gl your 
intereſt; Which I theu bt of + ear mos 
ment to the public, than my own on fa 
mily's co Id over be. Whit the natural 
effects ave of private ricndfkip fo tounded, 
and. what the conlequence of different 
opinions intervening, you! Lor ſhip, who 
is ſo good a judge of men and things, 
can beter ett lve with your! {t thai, 1 
can, pofhivly ſugseſt And hen g fo know- 
ny « t ends (of whom your Lo dfhiy has 
acqued ſo many}, you can 1ecol] Et how 
thoſr, ies or obligati vs have been hi- 
thento preſerved towards you, and whoſe 
friendſhips, affection s, ard principles you 
may for the tuture beit d-pend*vpon in 
all ccumttances and variations _ 
and private. For my own part. | ſhall 
ſay only, that | very lincerely wiſh you 
all happ- eſs, and can with no ma ling 
conuratulaie, more heartily on what I, ac- 
count r. al honour an d pr: tperity. Y ur 
condud of the public wil! be u the uſt 
earnelt and inſurance of your greatne(s 
and power; and I ſhall hen chiefly con- 
gratulate with vour L ordhip on your me- 
rited honours and advancement, when 


by the happy eftcAs it appeats evidently 
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than m ylelt, nor no one there i is, 


Bock II. 


in the ſervice of What cauſe, and for the 
advantage of what intereſt, they were ac. 


quired and employed. Had 1 been 10 
with by what hands the patlic ſhould haye 

bees ſerved, the hongur ok the firſt pat, 

(your Lordſhip well knows) had fallen to 
2 long ſince. It others, from whom ] 
eatt hoped, have done ereatly and as 
became them, I hope, if poſſible, you 
will il exceed all they have performed, 

and accompliſh the great work fo glori— 
outly begun and cariied on for the reſcue 
of liher y, and the deliverance of Europe 
and mankind. And in this pretumption 


1 cannet but remain with the (ame zeal 
and fincernty as ever, my Lord, &c. 


LETTER XCVIIL 


From the Earl of Shafteſbury to Lord Go- 
440/ hin. 


Rrygate, May 27, 111 
Bs about to attempt a journey to 

Italy, io try what a warmer climate 
(it | am able tv reach it) may do towards 
the reſtoring me a little breath and life, it 
is impoſſible for me to ſtir hence till! 


My Io. 


have acquitted myſelf of my retpedts the 


beſt I cimn to your Lordilip, to whom 
alone, had I but ſtrength enough to make 
my compliments, and pay a day's at 
tendance in town, I ſhould think mylelf 
ſufficiently happy in my weak ftate of 
heal'h. 1 am indeed, my Lord, little 
able to render ſervices of any kind; nor 
do I pretend to offer myſelt in fuch a ca- 
pachy to any one except your Lordſhip 
only. But could I flatter myſelf thet 
ere I paried hence, o while I paſſed 
throu:-h France, or Raid in Italy, | 
could any wheie, in the leaſt trifle, or in 
the higheſt concern, rerder any manner 
of ſervice to your Lordſhip, I ſhould be 
proud of ſuch a commiſſion. Sure I am, 
in what relates to your honour and name 
(if that can receive ever any advantage 
from {rch an hand as mine) your public 
as well as private merit wiil not pals un- 
remembered into whatever region or cli- 
ma'e | am transferred. No one has a 
moe thuouch knowledge in that kind 
who on 
this account has a juſter 11-ht to p1 ofels 
hinflt, as J hall ever do, with higbelt 
ohb}1..ation and moſt conſtant zeal, me 
Lori, Fe ur Lordſhip's moſt faithful a d 
molt bedient humble ſer vant, 


ELEGANT 
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FROM Ms. 
„ 


Mr. Pope to Mr. Wycherley. 


Binfic d in Winifſ: r Fore't, Dec, 26, 1704“: 
| ba was certainly a great ſatisfaction to 
me to fre and coverte with a man, 
whom in his writinzs I had fo long known 
with pleature; but it was a high addition 
to it, to hear you, at our very firtt meet- 
ing, doing juttice 10 your dead friend 
Mr. Dryden. I wis vt to haps y as to 
know him; Virvilium tantum vil Had ! 
been born early ce. oughs { mult have 
krown and loved him : for I have been 
aſſured, not only by yourie't, but-by Mr. 
Congreye and Sir William Trombul, that 


| bis perſonal quslities were as amiable as 


his poctical, notwithſtanding the many 
lihetlous nens of them, 
amt which the former of theſe gentle- 
men has told me he will one day vindicale 
hunt. I luppoſe thoſe injuries were be- 


2 * | nd 
® The authni's age 1 5 iyteen. 
F ile ligce did l, in his Oedicst ion to the 


POPE AND HIS FRIEND 


gun by the violence of party, but it is no 
doubt they were continued hy -envy at 
his ſuccels and fame. And thoſe ſcrib- 
blurs who attacked him in his latter times, 
were only like gnais in a ſummer's even- 
ing, which wie never v-ry troubleſome 
but in the fin eſt and moſt glorious ſeaſon; 
for his fie, like the ſun's, ſhined clearett 
town ds its . -tting. | 

You mult not therefore imagine, that 
when you told me my own performances 
were above thoſe critics, I was fo yain 
as to believe it; and yet I may not be fo 
humble as to think myſelf quite below 
their notice. For critics, as they e 
birds of prey, have ever a natural ineli- 
nation to.cariion : and though ſuch pour 
writers as [ are hut heggars, no deggar 
is ſo poor but he can keep a cur, and no 
author is fo beggarly but he can Keep a 
critic, I am far from thinking the at- 
tacks of ſich people either any honour or 
diſhonour even io me, much lets to Mr. 


Puke 97 Ne was le, pre fixe.! to the duode- 
cimo cant n t Eryden's Playe, 1717. 
Dryden. 


him. 
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Dryden. I agree with you, that what- 
ever leſſer wits have riſer. hnce his death, 
are but like farts appearing when the fun 
is (et, that twink le only in bs abſence, ad 
with the rays they have borrowed from 
Our wit (as you call i) 1s hut fe- 
flection or imitation, therefore ſcarce to 
be called ours. "True wit, I b.lieve, 
may be defined a juſtneis of thought, 
and a facility of expreflion 3 or (in the 


midwives phraſ-),a' pert: & conception, 


with an eaſy delivery. However, this is 
far from a complete definition; p᷑ ay 
help me to a better, as I doubt rot you 
can. I am, &c. 


LETTER II. 


Mr. Pope io Mr. Wjcherl:y. 
March 25, 1705. 

HEN I write to you, I ſoreſte a long 

letter, and cught to beg your pa- 
ticice btfore-hind ; for if. it proves the 
longeſt, it will be of comſe the worlt I 
have troubled you with. Yet to exprets 
mv gratitude at large ior your obli, ng 


letter, is not more wy duty then ny in- 


tereſt, as ſome people wil abundently 
thank you for one piece of bind eis, 10 
put you in mind of beſtowing another, 
'The more favourable you are to me, the 
more diſtinctly I fre n y Hoults 3 fpots and 
blemiſhes, you know, ate never o plainly 
chice vered as in the brightelt ſunſhine, 
Thus I am mortificd by thute commend 1- 
tions which were deſigne to erconmage 
we : for praiſe to a young wit 18 line 
rain to a tender flower; it it be mode 
rately heftowed, it cheers ard revives ; 


but if too laviſhly, overc harges and de— 


preſies him. Moſt men in years, as they 
me cenerally d\ſ.ourazers of yoith, are 
Ike old trees, that, being paſt bearing 
then ſelves, will fi ff.r no your g plants 
to flour:ſh ben ath hem; but, as if nt 
were not enough to have outdone all your 
cocvals in wit, you will excel them in 
gocd natuſe 09. 
tays ®, if you find ary pleaſuce in them, 
it mult be ſuch as a wan natu ally takes 
1 ohjierving the firlt fhoots and hucdines 
„fa tee whict-lie has ziſe t himfelt ; and 
it is impoſſible they ſhould be eftremed 
any otherwiſe' than as we value tuns 
ter being ecar.y, which flerertheleſs are 

* 's paltorals, wiitten at fixte n years of 
28 · 


Wiler and happier. 


As for my recen &f-* 


EPISTLES. 


year. In a word, I mult blaue you for 
tieating me with fo much compliment, 
which 18 at bett but the ſmoke of friend- 
ſhip. I ncither wiite nor converſe with 
you to gain your praiſe, but your affec- 
tion. Be lo much my friend as to appear 
my enemy, a d to tell me niy faults, if 
not as a young man, at leuſt as an unex- 
perienced wWiiter. Jam, &c. 


LET TEAR HL 
From the ſame to the ſame. 


April 39, 1702. 

CAaNNCT contend with you; you muſt 
give me leave at once to wave all your 
compliments, and to collect only this in 
general from them, that your delign is 
to encourage me, But 1 ſeparate tom 
all. the reſt that paragra,h or two in 
which you make ne fo warm an offer of 
your friendſhip. Were I poſſeſſed of that, 
it would put an end to all thofe ſpeeches 
with which you now make me bluch; and 
change hein 10\wholctonie advices and 
free ſentiments, Which might make me 
| know it 1s the ge- 
neral opinion, that tre: dikip 18 b. i Con 
tracted betwixt pertons of equal age; but 
[ have ſo much intefeſt to be of another 
mind, that you inult pardon me if 1 can- 
not Jo:buai,tliing you a few notions of 
m1: e, in opputition to that opinion. 

In the fi: it place, it is obſervable, that 
the love we bear to our friends is gene- 
rally can d by our finding the fame dil 
p. ſi ions in them which we feel in our- 
ſe. ves. Ihs is but ſeif love at the but- 
tom; whereas the aflection beiwixt peo— 
ple of different ages cannot well be io, 
the inclivations of ſuch being commonly 
various. The titendinp of two young 
men 18 of en _occatiuoned hy love of ple a— 
lure «cr voluptuoutnils, each being de- 
lions tor hs own tale of one to athit or 
encourage him in the coufes he purſurs ; 
as that of two old meu 1s frequently on 
the icorr of jome profit, lucte, or denen 
upon others. New, as a young many 
who is If, acquainted with the ways ct 
the world, has in all probahilty leis of 
intereit; and an oi man, who may be 
weny of himtelt, has, or ſhould hare, 
leis of ſ-if-love 5 io the fliendſhip be- 
tween them is the more likely to be true, 
ard tfn:xed wil h too much fel{-re; ard. 

Oue 
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the mcſt inſipid, and the worſt of the 


Sect. J. M O D 


Oe may add to this, that ſuch a friend- 
ſhip is of greater uſ- and advantage to 
boih 3 for the old man will grow gay 
aud agreeable to pleaſe the youny one; 
and the young man more ditereet and 
prudent by the "help of tre old one; ſo 
im my prove a cure ot thole epidemical 
diſeatcs of age and youth, fournels and 
madneſs. 1 hope you will not nee many 
arguments to convince you of the poththt - 
lity of this; one alone abundantly ſatiſ— 
tes me, and convinces to the heat; 
which is, that young as I am, and oil 
as you aue“, I am your entiely affee- 
nonate, &c. 


een Iv. 


Fram the ſame to the fame. 


June 23, 179g, 

T $10 ULD helieve myſelf happy in your 
| onod opinion, but that you treat me 
o much in 4 ſtyle of compliment. It 
hat!, been obſerved of women, that they 
ore more lubject in their youth to be 
touched with vanity than men, on account 
of their being generally treated this way; 
but the we ikett women are not more weak 
than that claſs of men who are thought 
to pique themſelves on their wit. The 
world is never wanting, when a COxcom') 
is accompliſhing himſelt, to help to give 
him the finiſhing ftroke. 

very man is apt to think his neigh- 
hour overfto-kedt with vanity, yet I can- 
not but fancy there are certain tines 
when moſt people are in A difyulitian of 
being informed; and tit is incredi le whit 
von good a little truh might do, 
wken in lach ſcaſous. A Imall aims 
to a great kindneſs to people in ex- 

necethty. : 

[could name an acqua'ntarce of yours, 
who wonli at this time think, himnſclt 
more oblized to you for the information 
of his faults, than the confi: mation of his 
toil:- jt you wou'd mik thoſe the 
1 t ok a let e, it might be as long as 
Lond wh vour letters always were, 

do not Wender you have hitherto 
tid torat difficulty (as you. are pleaſed 
au) in writing to me, fince zou have 
as choſen the talk of commending 
we; take but the other way, and, 1 dare 
age, you will find none at all. 


++ 7 
One 


Ss ſr. Wycherly Was of this time abrat ſec» 


ve Vars old, M £ Pope under ſeventeen, 
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As for my verſes, which you praiſe fo 
much, I may truly ſay they have never 
been the cauſe of any vanity in me, ex- 
cept what they gave me when they firſt 
occaſio ed my acquaintance with you. 
But I have ſeveral times ſince been in 
danger of this vice; as often, I mean, as 
I received any letters from you, It is 
certain, the greateſt magnifying glaſſes 
in the world are a man's own eyes, when 
they lock ypon his own perlon ; yet even 
in thoſe, I cannot fancy myſelf ſe ex- 
tremely like Alexander the Grea-, as you 
would perſuade me. It I mutt he like 
him, it is you will make me to by com- 
plimenting me into a better opinion of 
myſelf chan I deſerve: they made him 
think he was the ſon of Jupiter, a; d you 
a{ſire me Lam a man of parts, But is 
this al you can fay to my honour? you 
laid ten times as much befoie, when you 
called me your friend. After haviag 
mide me believe I poſſeſſed a ſhare in 
your affe Sion, to treat me with compli- 
ments and {weet ſayings, is like the pio- 
c-rding with poor Sancho Pa C2; the 
perſnaded him that he enioyed a great 
dominion, and then gave him nathing to 
ſubſiſt upon but waters and marmalade. 
In our doys the greaelt obligation you 
cn lay upon a wit, is to make a fool of 
him. For as when madmen ae foind in- 
curable, wife men give them their way, 
and pleaſe them as well as they can; 0 
when thoſe incorrigible things, poets. are 
one irrecoverably be- nuſed, the bet 
way both to que! them, an! {:cure YOui'- 


lelt from the effeAs of their frenzy, is to 


feed their vanity; which indeed, for the 


molt port, is all thar is fel in a poet. 


Vo may believe me, Icon he hear- 
tily glul that all you fay were as tine, 
applied to me, as it would be to your telt, 
tor ſeveral weighty reatons ; but for none 
fo- much as that. | mi ht he t von what 
y u deerve; whereas I can now. be no 
mie than is content with: the ima! 
though urnolt capacity of, &*, 


LEP (R. 


From the fame 19 the fame. 


Oct. 26, 89, 
Hav now changed the ſcene from 
the town to the county ; from Will's 
coffee houſe to Windfor-foreit. I find 
no other difference than this, betwixt the 
common town wits, and the downri: ht 
country 


% ELEGAN|T EPISTLES. 


country fools ; that the fiſt are pertly in 
the wrong, with a little more flouriſh and 
gaiety! and the laſt neither in the richt 
nor the wreng, but confirmed in a ſtupid 
ſettled medium betwixt both: However, 
methinks, theſe are moſt in the right, 
who quietly and eaſily ren them-elves 


over to the gentle reign of dulveis, which 
the wits mult do at laſt, hough after a 
great deal of noiſe and refiltance. Ou:s 


are a fort of modeſt inoffenſive people, 
who neither have fevſe, nor pretend to 
any, but enjoy a jovial ſoit of dulaels : 
they are commonly known in the world 
by the name of honeſt, civil genilemen ; 
they live, much as they ride, at ran om; 
a kind of hunting life, purſuing with 
earreltneſs and hazard ſomething not 
worth the catching; never in be way 
nor out of it. I cannot but prefer foli- 
tude to the company of all theſe ; for 
though a man's ſelf may poſſibly be the 
worſt fellow to converſe with in the worl1, 
yet one would think the company of a 
perſon whom we have the greatett re- 
gard to and affection for, could not be 


very unpleaſant. As a man in love with 


a miſtr: is, deſires no converſation but 
"hers, ſo a man in. love with himſelf (as 
moſt men are) may be helt pleaſed with 
his own. Beſides, if the rrieft and moſt 


uſeful knowledge be the knowledge of 


ourſelves, ſolitude, conducing moſt to 
make us look into our{-Ives, ſhould be 
the moſt inſtrudtive (late of life. We lee 
nothing more commonly, than men who, 


for the ſake of the circumſtantial p rt and 


mere outſide of life, have been halt their 
days rambliog out of their nature, and 
ought to be lent into ſolitude to ſtudy 
themſelves over again. Peopleare vinally 
ſpoiled, inſtcad of being taught, at their 
coming into the world; wheteas, by 
being more converſart with obſcurity, 
without ary pairs, they - wonld naturally 
follow what they were meant tor. Ina 
word, if a man be a coxeomb, ſolitude 
is his beſt choc; and if he be a fool, it 
is his beit fanQuary. 
| Theſe are good reaſons for my own 
ſtay here, but I wiſh 1 could pive you 
any for your coming hither, except that 
I earneitly invite you. And yet ] can- 
not help ſaving I have ſoffered a vreat 
deal cf diſcontent that you do not come, 
thovgh 1 ſo little merit that you ſhould, 

I muſt complain of. the ſhortneſs of 
your laſt. Thoſe who have moſt wit, 
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like thoſe who have moſt money, ar: 
generally moſt ſparing of either. 


LETTER vi. 


Mr. Pope to Mr. Wycherley. 


: Ap 10, 1708s, 
Y one of yours of the laſt mo«th, you 

" dehtre. me to ſelc&, it poſſible, ſome 
thin s from the firſt ume of your 
iſcellanies“, which may be altered ſo 
as to appear again. I duubted your 
meaning in this: whether it was to pick 
out the beſt of th vertices (as thoſe on 


the lileveſs of buſineſs, on Ignorance, 


on Lazineſs, &) to. make the method 
and nu-:be's exact. and avoid repetitions ? 
For though. (upon reading them on this 
occaſion) believe they might receive 
ſuch an alteration. with advantage; yet 
they would not be changed fo much, but 
any one would know 3 for the ſame 
at firſt fight. Or if you mean to im- 
prove the worlt pieces? which are ſuch 
as, io render them very good, would 
require great addition, and almoſt the 
entire new wiitinz of them. Or, lafily, 
if you mean the middle fort, as the Songs 
and Love-verits? For theſe will need 
only to be ſhortened, to omit repetition ; 
the. words reuamimg very Intle different 
from whet they were bef:re. Pray let 
me know your mind in this, for I am ut- 
terly at a loſs, Yet I have tried what [ 
could do to {ome of the ſorgs, and the 
poems on Lazinels and Ign.1ance, but 
cannot (even in my own partial judg- 
ment) think my alterations much 10 
the pi.rpoſ-, So that I muſt needs defire 
you would a; ply your caie wholly at 
preſent to hoe wh ch are vet unpubliſh- 
ed, of which the © a'© more than cnovgh 
to niake a conſiderable volume, of full 
as good ones, nay, I believe, of better 
than any in Vol. I. which I could wifli 
you would defer, at leaft till you have 
finiſhed rt! ef. that ae yer unpemted. 

I fend you a fample of fore tes ol 
theſe : namely, the verſes to Mr. Waller 
in his old age: your new ones on the 
Juke of Niariboroiigh, and two others. 
I have Gone all hat | thought could be 
of advantage to them; ſome I have con- 
tradted, as we do ſun-beaws, to improve 
their energy and force: ſome I have 


Printed in folio, in the year 1704. 


Aken 


,. 


taken quite away, as we take branches 


from a tree to add to the fruit ; others 


have eanrely newexpreſſed, and turned 
more into poetry. Donne (like one of 
his ſucceſſors) had infinitely more wit 
than he wanted verfification ; for the 
great dealers of wit, like thoſe in trade, 
take leaſt pains to ſet off their goods; 
while the haberdaſkers of ſmall wit ſpare 
for no decorations or ornaments, You 
have commiſſioned me to paint your ſhop, 
and I have done my belt to bruſh you up 


| like your netghbours ®. But 1 can no 


more pretend io the merit of the produc- 
tion, than a midwife to the virtues and 
good qualitics of the child the helps into 
the light. . 

The few things I have entirely added, 


you will excuſe z you may take them law- 


tully for your own, becauſe they are no 
more than ſparks lighted up by your 
fte: and you may omit them at latt, if 
you think them but ſquibs in your tri— 
umphs, I am, &c. | 


rn 


From the ſame to the ſame. 


i Nov. 20, 1907. 
MIR Englefyld, being upon his journey 

to London, tells me I muſt write to 
you by him, which I do, nat more 10 
comply with his defire, than to gratify 
my own; though I did it fo lately by 


the meſſenger you ſent hither: I take it 


too as an opportunity of ſending you the 
fair copy of the poem on Dulneſs 2. 
which was not then finiſhed, and which 
I ſhould not care to hazard by the com- 
mon poſt. Mr. Englefyld is ignorant of 
the contents, and | hope your piudence 
will let him remain ſo, for my fake no 
leis than your own ; (ince if you ſhouvJd 
reveal any thing of this nature, it would 
be no wonder reports ſhould be raiſed, 
and there are thoſe (I fear) who would 
be ready to improve them to my difad- 
vantage. I am ſorry you told the great 


* S-y-ral of Mr. Pope's lines, very eaſy 
to he 4\{tingu ſh-d, may be ſound in the 
poſthumous ed tions of Wycherley's Po-ms ; 
particularly thoſe on Solitude, on the Pub- 
be, and on the Mix-d Life. 

+ The original of it in blots, and with fi- 


pu'rs Of the references from copy to copy, 
in Mr. Pop-'s hand, is y-t extant among - 


other ſuch brouillons of Mr. Wycherley's 
po-ms correttes by him, 
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man, whom you met in the court of re- 
queſts, that your papers were in my 
hands; no man alive ſhall ever know 
any ſuch thing from me; and I give you 
this warning beſides, that though your- 
ſelf ſhould tay I had any ways aſſiſted 
you, I am notwithſtanding 1efolved to 
deny it. b 

The method cf the copy I ſend you is 
very different from what it was, and much 
more regular: for the better - help of 
your memory, I delve you to compare 
it by the figures in the margin, anſwer- 
ing to the lame in this letter. The poem 
is now divided into four parts, marked 
with the literal figures 1. 2. 3 4. The 
firſt contains the Piaiſe of Dulneſs, and 
ſhows how e ſeveral ſuppoſitions it paſ- 
les for, 1. religion; 2. ph loſophy; 3. ex- 
ample; 4. wit; and 5. the cauſe of wit, 
and the end of it, The ſecond part con- 
tains the Advantages of Dulneſs; ft, in 
buſineſs; and 2dly, at Court; where 
the ſimilitudes of the bya's- of à bowl, 
and the weights of a clock, are directly 
tending to the ſubj-&, though introduced 
before in a place where there was no 
mention made of thoſe advantages (which 
was your only objection to my adding 
them.) The third contains the Happi- 
neſs of Dulneſs in all ſtations, and ſhews 
in a great many particulars, that it is ſo 
fortunate as to be eſteemed ſome good 
quality or oth-r, in all forts of people ; 
that 1t 1s thought quiet, ſenſe, caution, 
policy, pruderce, majeſty, yalour, cir- 
cumſpection, honeſty, Sc. The fourth 
part I have wholly added, as a climax 
which ſums up all the praiſe, advantage, 
and happineſs of Dulneſs in a few words, 


and (irenpthens them by the oppoſition 


of the diſgtace, diſadvantage, and un- 
happineſs of wit, with which it con- 
cludes. OD | 
Though the whole be as ſhort again as 
at firſt, there is not one thought omitted, 
but what is a repetition” of ſomething in 
your, firſt volume, or in this very paper: 
ſome thoughts arc cont: ated, where they 
leemed encompaſſed with ioo many words; 
and jome new exprefſed, or added, wh-te 


I thought there wanted heightning (as 


you will ſee particularly in the ſimile of 
the clock-weights 1); and the verfifica- 


tion 


t Th ſe two fimilies of the byaſs of a 
bowl, ane the weights of a clock, were at 
' | ngth put into the brit book of the Dure a1. 
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tion throughout is, I believe, ſuch as 
nobody can be ſhocked at. The repeated 
permiſſions j ou give me of dealing freely 

with you, will (! hope) excuſe what 1 
| have done: for if I have not ſpared you 
when I thought ſeverity would do you a 
kindneſs, I have not mangled wu where 
I thought there was no ablolute need of 
amputation. As to particulars, I can 
ſatisfy you better when we meet ; in the 
mean time pray write to me when you 
can, you cannot too often. 


LETTER viII. 


Mr. Pope to Mr. Wycherley. 
| | Nov. 29, 1709. 
THA compliments you make me, in re- 
gard of any inconſiderable ſervice I 
could do you, are very unkind, and do 
but tell me in other words, that my 
friend has ſo mean an opinion of me, as 
to think 1 expect acknowledgments for 
trifles : which, upon my faith, I ſhall 
equally take amiſs, whether made to my- 
ſelf, or to any other. For God's fake 
(my dear friend) think better of me, 
and believe I deſire no ſort of favour fo 
much as that of ſerving you more conhi- 
| 8 than I haye been yet able to 
do. | 
I ſhall proceed in this manner with 
ſome others of your pieces; but fince 
= defire I would not deface your copy 
or the future, and only maik the repe- 
| titions ; I muſt, as ſoon as I have marked 
theſe, tranſcribe what is left on another 
paper; and in that blot, alter, and add 
all I can deviſe for their improvement, 
For you are ſenſible, the omiſſion of re- 
petitions is but one, and the eaſieſt part 
of yours and my defign ; there remaining 
defies, to rectify the method, to connect 
the matter, and to mend the expreſſion 
and verſification. I will go next upon 
the poems of Solitude, on the Public, 
and on the Mixt Life; the Bill of Fate; 
the Praiſes of Avarice, and ſome others. 
I muſt take notice of what you tay, 
of „ my N to make your dulneis me- 
% thodical ;” and of your hint, ** that 
„ the ſ{prightlinels of wit deſpiſes me- 
« thod.” This is true enough, if by 
wit you mean no morethan fancy or con- 


And thus we have the hiſtory of their birth, 


fortunes, and nnal citabliſhmcat. 
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ceit; but in the better notion of wit, 
conſidered as propriety, ſurely method is 
not only neceſſary for perſpicuity and 
harmony of parts, but gives beauty even 
to the minute and particular thoughts, 
which receive an additional advantage 
from thoſe which precede or follow in 
their due place. You remember a fimile 
Mr. Dryden uſed in converſation, of 
feath-rs in the crowns of the wild Indians, 
which they not only chooſe for the beauty 
of their colours, but place them in ſuch 
a manner as to reflect a luſtie on each 
other. I will not diſguiſe any of my ſen- 
timents from you: te methodiſe in. your 
caſe, is full as neceſſary as to ſtrike out; 
otherwiſe you had better deſtroy the 
whole frame, and reduce them into ſingle 
thoughts in proſe, like Rochefoucault, - 


as I have more than once hinted te 


you. 


* 


r . 


From the ſame to the ſame. 


May 20, 1709. 

I AM glad you received the Miſcellany“, 
if it were only to ſhew you that there 
are as bad poets in this nation as your 
ſervant. This modern cuſtom of appear- 
ance in miſcellanies, is very uſeful to the 
poets, who, like other thieves, eſcape 
by getting into a crowd, and herd toge- 
ther like banditti, ſafe only-in their mul- 
titude. Methinks Strada has given 3 
good deſci iption of theſe kind of collec- 
tions : Nullus hodie mortalium aut naſcitur 
aut moritur, aut fre liatur, aut ruflicatur, 
aut abit feregre, aut redit, aut nubit, aut 
eft, aut non efl (nam etiam mortuis iti 
canunt ), cui non alle extemplo cadunt Efi- 
cedia, Genetbliaca, Protreſtica, Panegy- 
rica, Epithalamia, Vaticinia, Propemftica, 
Soterica, Parenetica, Nenias, Nugas. As 
to the ſucceſs which, you (ay, my part has 
met with, it is to be attributed to what 


you was pleaſed to ſay of me to the 


wor'd ; which you do well to call your 
prophecy, ſince whatever is ſaid in my 
favour, muſt be a predigion of things 
that are not yet; you, like a true god- 
father, engage on my part for much 
more than eyer I can perfoum, My paſ- 
toral muſe, like other country girls, is 


Jacob Tonſon's fixth vol, of Miſcellany 
Po.ms, | 1 


put 
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put out of countenance, by what you 
courtiers ſay to her; yet I hope you 
would not deceive ine too far, as knowing 
that a young ſcribler's vanity needs no 
recruits from abroad: for Natute, like 
an indulgent mother, kindly takes care 
to ſupply her ſons with as much of their 
own, as is neceſſary for their ſatisfaRion. 
If my verſes ſhould meet with a tew Ry- 
- ing commendations, Virgil has taught 
me, that a young author bas not too 
much reaſon to be pleaſed with them, 
when he conſiders that the natural 
- conſequence of praiſe is envy and ca- 
lumny. 


&i ultra placitum landarit, baccare frontem 
Cingite, ne vati neceat mala lingua futuro. 


When once a man has appeared as a 
poet, he may give up his preterſions 10 
all the rich and thriving arts: thoſe who 
have once made their court to those miſ- 
treſſes without portions, the mules, are 
never like to ſet up for fortunes, But 
for my part, I ſhall be farsfh-d if I can 
loſe my time agreeably this way, with- 
out loſing my reputation: as for gaining 
any, I am as indifferent in the matter as 
Falſtaffe was, and may ſay of fame as he 
did of honour, ** if it comes, it comes 
« unlook'd for; and there's an end 
« on't.” I can be content with a bare 
faving game, without being thought an 
eminent hand (with which ti le Jicob has 
graciouſly dignified his adventure:s and 
volunteers in poetry). Jacob crrates po- 
ets, as Kings ſometimes do knights, not 


for their honour, but for their money.“ 


Certainly he ought to be eſtee bed a 
worker of miracles, who is grown rich by 
poetry. 
What authors loſe, their boohſellers have 
won, ? 
So pimps grow rich, while gallants are 
undone. 
I am your, &c. 
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From the ſame to the ſame. 
April 16. 1710. 


] Receive your moſt extreme kind 


letter but juſt now. It found me over 
thoſg- papers ou mention, which have 
been my {2s reid ever ſince Eaſter- 
monday: I hope beſore M:chatlmas to 
have diſcharged my taſk; which, upon 
the word of a friend, is the molt pleaſing 
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one I could he put upon, Since you are 
ſo near going into Shropſhire (whither I 
ſhall not care to write of this matter for 
fear of the miſcarrizge of any letters), [ 
muſt defire your leave to give you a moo 
and ſincere account of what I have found 
from a more ſerious application to them. 
Upon compariſon with the former vo- 
lume, I find much more repeated than I 
till now imagined, as well as in the pre- 


lent volume, which, if (as you told me 


laſt) you would have me daſh over with 
a line, will deface the whole copy ex- 
tremely, and to a de.ree that (I fear) 
may diſpleaſe you. I have every where 
marked in the margins the page and line, 
both in this and the other part. But if 


you order me not to croſs the lines, or 


would any way elle limit my commiſſion, 
you will oblige me by doing it in your 
next letter; for I am at onceequally fear- 
tul of ſparing you, and of offending you 
by too impudent a correction. Hitherto, 
however, I have croſſed them fo as to be 
legible becauſe you bade me, When I 


think all the repetitions are (truck out in 


a copy, I ſometimes find more upon dip- 
piag in the firſt volume, and the num- 
ber increaſes ſo much, that I believe 
wore ſhortening will be requiſite than 
you may he willing to hear with, unleſs 
you are in good earnef{ reſolved to have 
no thought rep-ated. Pray forgive this 
freedom, which as | mutt be ſincere in 


this caſe, ſo I could not hut take; and 


let me know if J am to go «on at this 
rate, or if you would preſcribe any other 
method. ; 

am very glad you continue your reſo- 
Jution of ſceing me in my bermitage this 
ſummer ; the ſooner vou return, the ſooner 
I hall be happy, which indeed my want 
of any company that is entertaining or 
eſtcemable, together with frequent infir- 
mities and pains, - hinder me from being 
in your abſence, It is (1 am ſure) a 
real truth, that my tickneis cannot make 
me quite weary of myſelf when I have 
vou with me; and I ſhall want no com- 
pany but yours, when you are here, 

You fre how freely and with how iitle 
care | talk rather than write to you ; this 
is one of the many advantages of fiiend- 
ſhip, that one can ſay to one's rien 
things that ſtand in need of pardon, and 
at the ſame time be ſure of it. Indeed 
I do not know whether or no the letters 
of rriencs are the worſe for being fit tor 


none 


** 
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nove elſe to read. It is an argument of 
the. truſt repoſed in a friend's good-na- 
ture, when one writes ſuch things to him 
as requize a good portion of it, I have 
experienced yours ſo often and ſo long, 
that I can now no more doubt of the 
greatneſs of it, than I h pe you do of 
the greatneſs of my affection, or of the 
ſincerity with which 1 am, &c. 


LETTER XL 
Mr. Pope ta Mr. Wyct erley. 
| V. 10, 1710. 


I not accepting your invitation, and io 
find (if I miſtake my your exception 
not unmixed with ſome fuſpicion. Be cer- 
tain I ſhall moſt carefully obſerve your re- 
queſt, not to croſs over, or de face the copy 
of your papers for the future, and only to 
mak in the margin the repetitions. But as 
this can ſerve no further than to get 11d 
of thoſe repetitions, and no way rectify 
the method, nor connect the mattes, nor 
improve the poetry in expreſſion or num- 
bers, without ſurther blotong, adding, 
and altering ; ſo it really is my opinion 
and deſire, that you ſhall take your pa- 
pers out of my hands inte your own, and 
that no alterations may be made but 
when both of us are preſent ; when you 
may be ſatisfied with every blot, as well 
as every addition, and nothing be put 
upon the papers bur what you ſhall give 
your own ſanction and aſſent to, at the 
ſame time. | 

Do not be fo unjuſt, as to imagine from 
hence that 1 would decline ary part of 
this taſk ; on the contraty, yon know, I 
have been at the pai''s of tranſcribing 
| ſome pieces, at once to comply with vour 
deſire of net defacing the copy, and yet 
to loſe no time in proceeding upon the 
correction. I will go on the ſame way, if 
you pleaſe; though truly it is (as I have 
often told you) my lincere opinion, that 


the greater part would make a much 


better figure as ſingle maxims and reflec- 
tions in proſe, after the manner of your 
favourite Rochefoucaulr, than in verie * ; 


* Mr, Wycherley lived five years aſter, 
to December 17915, but little progreſs was 
me de in this d-fien, though his old age, and 
the increaſe o his infirmitics, However, 
fome of the verſes which had been touched 
by Mr. P. with cccyi1i1t of theſe maxims 
in proſe, were found among his papers, 


Au forry you perſiſt to take ill my 
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and this, when nothing more is done but 


marking the repetitions in the margin, 
will be an eaſy taſk to proceed upon, not- 
withilanding the bad me ory you com- 
plain of, I am unteignedly, dear Sir, 
your, &c. | 


LETTER XIE 


Mr. Pope to Mr. Walſh. . 


Windſor Foreft, July 2, 1706+ 
1 CANNOT omit the firſt opportunity of 
making you my acknowledgments for 
teviewing thoſe papers of mine. You 
have no leſs right to correct me, than the 
{ame hand that raiſed a tree has to prune 
it. I am convinced- as well as you, that 
one may correct too much; for in poetry, 
as in painting, a man may lay colours 
one upon another, till they ſtiffen and 
deaden the piece. Beſides, to beſtow 
hetyhteving on every part is monſt:ous; 
ſome paris onght to be lower than the 
iſt; and yothing looks more ridiculons 
thin a work, Where the thoughts, how- 
ever different in then own nature, ſeem 
all on a level: it is like a meadow newly 
mown, where weeds, graſs, and flowers, 
are all laid even, and apprar undiltin- 
guiſhed. I helirve too that ſometimes 
our firſt thoughts are the belt, as the firſt 
ſqueezing of the grapes makes the finelt 
and richett wine. x 
I have. not attempted ary thing of a 
Paltoral Comedy, becauſe, I think, the 
taſte of our age will not relith a poem of 
that fort. People ſeek for what they call 
wit, on all ſobjects, and in all places; 
not conſidering that nature loves truth ſo 
well, that it hardly ever admits of flou- 
riſhmg : conceit is to nature, what paint 
is to beauty; it is not only needleſs, but 
Impaus what it would improve. There 
is a certain majeſty in ſimplicity, which 
is far above all the- quaintneſs of wit : in- 
ſomuch that the critics have excluded wit 
rom the loftieſt poetry, as well as the 
loweſt, and forbid it to the Epic no leſs 
than the Paſtoral, I ſhould certainly dif- 
pleaſe all thole who are charmed with 
Guarini and Bonarelli, and imitate Taſſo 
not only in the ſimplicity of his thoughts, 


Which, having the misfortune to fall into 
th- Lands of 2 mercenary, were publiſhed in 
1723, in oQtavo, under the title of the Poll» 
tumous Works of William W ychericy, Eiq- 

but 


& 
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but in that of the fable too. If ſur- 
prizing diſcoveries ſhould have place in 
the ftory of a paſtoral comedy, I believe 
it would be more agreeable to prubabi- 
lity to make them the effects of chance 
than of deſign; intrigue not being very 
conſiſtent with that innocence which 


ought to conſtitute a ſhepherd's character. 


There is nothing in all the Aminta (as I 
remember) but happens by mere acci- 
dent; unleſs it be the meeting of Aminta 
with Sylvia at the fountain, which is the 
contrivance of Daphne; and even that is 
the moſt imple in the world : the con- 
trary is obſe: vable in Paſtor Fido, where 
Coniſca is ſo perfect a miſtreſs of in- 
vigue, that the plot could not have been 
brought to pats without her. I am inclined 
to tak the Paſtoral Comedy has another 
diſadvantage, as to the manners: its ge- 
neral deſign is, to make us in love with 
the innocence of a rural life, fo that to 
introduce ſhepherds of a vicious cheratter 
muſt in ſome meaſure debaſe it; 
hence it may come to pals, thai eyen the 
virtuous characters will not ſhive fo much, 
for want of being opp-fed to their con- 
traries, Theſe thoughts are purely my 
own, and therefore I have reaton to doubt 
them; but I hope yuur judgment will ſet 
me right. . 

I would beg your opinion too as to 


another point: it is, how fr the Jibe:ty 


of borrowing may extend ? I hive de- 


{ended it ſometimes by faying, that it 


ſeems not fo much the perfection of ſenſe, 
to ſay things that had never been ſaid be- 
fore, as to expreſs thoſe beſt that have 
been ſaid ofteneſt; and that wirters, in 
the caſe of hortowing from others, are 
like trees which of the » ſelves would pro- 
duce only one fort of fruit, but by being 
grafted upon othe's may yield variety, 
A mutual commerce makcs poetry flou- 
rh; hut then poets, like merchants, 
ſhauld repay with ſomething of their own 
what they take from others; not, like 
pirates, make prize of all they meet. I 
deſire you to tell me fincer-ly, if J have 
nat ſtretched this licence too far in theſe 
paſtorals; I hope to become a critic by 
your precepts, and a poet by your exam- 
ple. Since 1 have ſeen your Eclogues, 
I cannot be much pleaſ-4 with ny own 3 
however, you have not taken away all 
my vanity, ſo long as you give me leave 


to proteſs myſelf yours, &s. 


and 
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LETTER. in 


From the ſame to the ſame. 


* Oct. 22, 1706. 
FTEr the 'though's I have alread 
ſent you on the ſubject of Engliſh 

verſification, you defire my opinion as 
to ſome fariher particulars. There are 
indeed certain niceties, which, though 
not much obſerved even by corre veiſi- 
fiers, I cannot but think deſerve to be 
better regarded, | 

1. It is nat enough that nothing of- 
fends the ear, but a good poet will adapt 
the very ſounds, as well as words, to the 
thing he treats of. So that there is (if 
one may expreſs it ſo) a ſtyle of found. 
As in deſcribing a gliding ſtream, the 
numbers ſhould run eaſy and flowing; in 
deſcribing a rough torient or deluge, ſo- 
norovs and ſwelliag; and O of the reſt. 
This is evident every where in Homer and 
Virgil, and ho where elſe, that I know 
of, to any obſervahle degree. The fol- 
lowing examples will make this plain, 
which I have taken frum Vida. | 


Malle g iam tacite lap u ſer levia radit. 
Ticedit iards m/limine ubſidend; 

LuCtan'es wen'ss, tempeſiateique ſoner at. 
Immenſe cum præcipitans ruit Oceans Nox. 
Telum imbelle fine tftu, conjecit. 

T lle morai,cabe ſaxa manu, caperobora, Paſtir. 
Ferie citi flammas, date tela, repellite feſtem. 


This, I think, is what very few ob- 


ſerve in practice, and is undoubtedly of 


wonderful force in imp inting the image 


on the reailer : we have one excellent 
example of it in our language, Mr. Dry- 
den's Ode on St. Cæcilia's Day, inuiled 
Alexander's Feaſt. 

2. Every vice ear muſt (I believe) 
have obſerved, that in any ſmooth Eng- 
Iſh verſe of ten ſyllables, there is natu- 
ra ly a pauſe at the fourth, fifth, or fixth 
ſyllable. It is vpon theſe the ear reſts, 
and upon the jadicious change and ma- 
nagement of which depends the variety 
of verſification, For example, 

At the fifth. 5 
Where'er thy navy | ſpreads her canvaſs 
Wings. 


At the fourth. 


Homage to thee | and peace to all ſhe brings, 
At the ſixth. 


Like tracks of leverets | in morning ſaow. 
Now I fancy, that, ' to preſerve an 


exact 


2 
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exact harmony a d variety, the pauſe at 


the 4th or 6th ſhould not be continued 
above three lines together, without the 
interpoſition of fanother: elſe it will be 
apt to weary the ear with one continued 
tone, at leatt/it does mine-: that at the 
5th runs quifker, and carries not quite fo 
dead a weitzht, fo tires not ſo much, 
though it be continued longer. . 

3. Another nicety is in relation to ex- 
Pletives, wheihe ords or ſyllables, 
wh ch are made uſe of p 
vacancy : Do before verbs plural is abſo- 
Jately ſuch; and it is not improbable but 
futmie refiners may explode did aud dyes 
in the fame manner, which are almoſt 
always uſ.d for the fake of rhime. The 
ſame cauſe has occaGoned the promiſcu— 
ous uſe of 50% and thou to the tame per- 
ſon, which can never ſound ſo graceful 

as either one or the other. 

41. 1 would allo object to the irruption 
of Alexandrine verſes, of twelve 1ylla- 
bles, which, I think, ſhould never be 
allowed but when ſome remari-able hreanry 
or propriety in them atones tor the liber- 
tv: Mr. Dryden has been too free of 
theſe, etpecially in his latter works. 1 
am of the ſame opinion as to wiple 


* 


8. I could equally object to the repeti- 
tion of the ſame rhimes within four or 
ſix lines of each other, as tireſome to the 
ear though their monotony 

6 Monolvllable lines, unleſs yer y art- 
fully managed, are Riff, or languiſhing ; 
hut may be beautiful ro expreſs melan- 
choly, flowneſs, or labour. 

7. To come to the hiatus, or gap 
hetween two words, which is cauſed by 
two vuwels opening on each other (upon 
which you deſte me to he particular); I 
think the rule in this caſe is either to uſe 
- the cæſura, or admit the hiatus, juſt as 
the ear is leaſt ſhocked by either; for 
the cæſwa ſometimes offen ds the ear 
more than the hiatus itfelf, and our 
language is naturally overcharged with 
conſonants: as for example ; if in this 
verſe, 

The old have int' r- ever in their eye, 
we ſhall ſay, to avoid the hiatus, 
But th'ol ] have int'reſt. 


The hiatus which has the worſt effect, 
is when one word ends with the ſame 
vowel that begins the following; and next 
to this, thoſe vowels whole founds come 


EPISTLES. Book Ill. 
neareſt each other, are moſt to be avoid. 
ed. O, A, or U, will bear a more full 


and graceful found than E, I, or V. I 
know, ſome people will think theſe obſer. 


vations trivial, and therefore 1 am glad to 


corroho1ate them by ſome great autho- 


rities, which 1 have met with in Tully. 


anc Quintihian. In the fourth hook 
of Rhetoric to Herennius, are thele 
words: Fugiemus crebras wocalium concur. 
fones, que voſtam atque hiantem reddunt 
orationem ; ut hoc e, Baccæ ante ama- 
niſimea impendebant. Ard Quintilian, 
I. x. eap. 4. Vocalium concurſus cum ae- 
cidit, hiat et i ter tit, et quaſi laborat ora- 
tio. Peſſme longe que eaſdem inter ſe li. 
teras committunt, ſonabunt : pr ci, uus ta- 
men erit hiatus earum qua can aut patulg 
ore efferentur. E plenior litera e, I an- 
guſliur. But he goes on to tep ove the 
exceſs, on the other hand, of being too 
ſolicitous in this matter, and ſays admi- 
rably, Neſcio an negligentia in hoc, aut 
ſolicitudo fit pejor. So likewiſe Tully 
(Orat. aa. Brut): Theopomium repre. 


 hendunt, quod ens literas t. nto opere fuge- 


rit, ei idem magiſter ejus Socrates: which 
laſt author, as 1 urnebus on Quiitilian ob- 
ſerves, has hardly one hiatus in all his 
works. Quintihan tells us, that Tully 


and Demoſthenes did not much obſerve 


this nicety, though Tully himſelf fays in 
his Orator, Crebra ifa wocum Cconcurſo, 


quam mag na eft parte witioſam, fugit De- 


moſt henes. It ]! am not miftakten, Mal- 
herhe of all the moderns has heen the 
moſt ſcrupulous in this point; and I think 
Menage in his obſervations upon him 
fays, he has not one in his poems. To 
conclude, 1 believe the hiatus ſhould he 
avoided with more care in poetry than 
in oratory ; and I would conſtantly try to 
prevent it, unleſs where the cutting it 
off is were prejudicial to the ſound than 
the hiatus itfelt. I am, &c. 


[ Mr, Walſh died at forty-nine years old, 
in the year 1708, the year be ore the Eſſay 
on Crim was p.inted, which concludes 
with his cloev. ] 


LETTER XIV. 


Mr. Pope ts H. Cromwell, Eſq. 


March 18, 1708. 
} PFLIEVE it was with me when I left 
the town, as it is with a great many 


n:en when they leave the world, _ 
loſs 


. / ĩͤ , , EEE 


ie 


ſs 
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loſs itſelf they do not fo much regret, as 
that of their friends whom they leave be- 
hind in it. For 1 do not know one thing 
for which I can envy London, but for 
your continuing there. Yet 1 gueſs you 
will expect me to recant this expreſſion, 
when I tell you that Sappho (by which 
heatheniſh name you have idee 4 
very orthodox lady) did not accompany 
me into the country. Well, you have 
your lady in the town (till, and I have 
wy heart in the country thll, which, being 


wholly unemployed as yet, has the more 


room in it for my friends, and does not 
want a corner at your ſer vice. You have 


© extremely obliged me by your frankneſs 


and kindneſs ; and if I have abuſed it by 
tov much freedom on my part, I hope 
you will attribute it to the natural openneſs 
of my temper, which hardly knows how 
to ſhew reſpe&, where it feels affection. 
| would love my friend, as my miſtreſs, 
without ceremony; and hope a little 
1ough uſage ſometimes may not be more 


dilpleaſing to the one, than it is io the 


other. | 

If you have any curioſity to know in 
what manner I live, or rather loſe a lite, 
Martial will inform you in one line: 


Prandeo, pate, cans, luda, lege, cans, quie ce. 


Every day with me is literally another 


yefterday, for it is exactly the ſame: it 
has the ſame buſineſs, which is poetry; 
and the lame pleaſure, which is idleneſs. 
A man might indeed paſs his time much 
better, but 1 queſtion if any man could 
paſs it much eaſier. If you will viſit our 
ſhades this ſpring, which 1 very much de- 
lie, you may perhaps igſtruct me to ma- 
nage my game moe wiſely; but at pre- 
lent I am ſatisfied to trifle away my time 
any way, rather than let it flick by me; 
as ſhop-keepeis aie glad to be 11d of 
ole goods at any rate, which would 
ooh ws always be lying upon their 
ads. 

Sir, if you will favour me ſometimes 
with your letters, it will be a great ſatiſ- 
tachon to me on ſeveral accounts; aud 


on this in particular, that it will ſhew me 


(% my comfort) that even a wile man is 
lometimes very idle; tor lo you necds 
»ult be when you can find leiſure to 
Wille to your, &c. 
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LETTER W. 
From the ſame to the ſame. 


April 25, 1708. 

F Have nothing to ſay iv you in this 

letter; but I was retolved to write to 
tell you ſo. Why ſhould not I content 
myſelf with ſo many great examples, of 
deep divines, profound caſuiſts, grave 
philoſophers ; who have wiitten, not let- 
ters only, but whole tomes and volumi- 
nous treaiſes, about nothing? Why ſhould 
a fellow like me, who all his life does no- 
thing, be aſhamed to write nothing? and 
that to one who has nothing to do but to 
read it? But perhaps you'll ſay, the 
whole world has ſo-nething to do, ſome - 
thing to talk of, lomething to wiſh tor, 
ſomething to be employed about: but 
pray, Sir, caſt up the account, put all 
theſe things together, and what is the 
ſum total but jult nothing? I have no 


more to ſay, but to defire you to give 


my ſervice (that is nothing) to your 
friends, and to believe that 1 am nothing 
more than your, &c. 

Ex mbils ml fit. Luce. 


LESTER XVI. 
From the ſame to the ſame. 


| | May 10, 1708. 
Y ov talk of fame and glory, and ot the 

great men of antiquity : pray tell 
me, what are all your yicat dead meu, 
but ſo many little lieing letters? What a 
valt reward 1s here for all the ink waſted 
by writers, and all the blood ſpilt by 
princes ? There was in old time one 
Severus a Roman emperor, I dare tay 
you never called hin by any other mae 
in your life: and yet in his diys he was 
ſtyled Lucius, Septimius, Severus, Pius, 
Pertinax, Auguſtus, Parthicus, Adiabe- 
nicus, Arabicus, Maximus, and what 
not ? What a prodigious walte of letters 
has time made! what a number have 
here dropt off, and left the poor ſurviving 
ſeven unattended ! For my own part, tour 
are all I have to care for; and } wil be 
judged by you if any man could live in 
leſs compals ? Well, for the future I will 
diown all tugh thoughts in the Ilethe of 
cowllip-wine ; as for tame, renuwn, ic- 
putation, take them, critics! 

Tradam preterais in Mare Criticum 

Ventil. 


If 


_ 
If ever I ſeek for immortality here, 


may I be damned, for there is not ſo much 
danger in a poet's being damned : 


Damnation follows death in other men, 
But your damn'd poet lives and writes agen. 


LETTER xXvil. 
Mr. Pepe to H. Cromwell, Eſq. 


| | Nov, 1, 1708. 

J Have been fo well ſatisfied with the 
1 country ever ſince I ſaw you, that I have 
not once thought of the town, nor in- 
quired of any one in it beſides Mr. Wy- 
cherley and yourſelf, And from him I 
underſtand of your journey this ſummer 
into Leiceſterſhire; from whence I gueſs 
you are returned by this time, to your old 
apartmeat in the widow's ccrner, to your 
old buſineſs of comparing critics, and re- 
conciling commentators, and to your old 
diverſions of lofing a game at piquet with 
the ladies, and half a play, or quarter of 
a play at the theatre ; where you are 
none of the malicious audience, but the 
chief of amorous ſpectators; and for the 
infirmity of one ſenſe “, which there, for 
the moſt part, could only ſerve to diſguſt 
you, enjoy the vigour of another, which 
raviſhes you. | 


You know, when one ſcnſe is ſuppreſs'd, 
It but retires into the reſt, t 


according to the poetical, not the learned, 
Dod well; who has done one thing 
wortky of eternal memory; wrote two 
lines m his life that are not nonſenſe! 
So you have the advantage' of being en- 
tertained with all the beauty of the 
boxes, without being troubled with any of 
the dulneſs of the ſtage. You are fo 
good a critic, that it is the greateſt hap- 
pine's of the modern poets that you do 
not hear their works; and next, that 
you are not ſo airant a critic, as to 


damn them (like the reſt) without hear- * 


ing. But now I talk of thoſe critics, I 
have good news to tel] you concerning 
myſelf, for which 1 expect you ſhould 
congratulate with me : it is that, beyond 
all my cxpeQtations, and far above my 
demerits, I have been moſt mercifully 
reprieved by the ſovereign power of Ja- 
coh, Tonſon, from being brought forth 
to public puniſhment z and reſpited from 


. * His hearing. 
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phecy. 


Book III, 


time to time from the hands of thoſe bar. 
barous executioners of the mules, whom 
I was juſt now ſpeaking of. It often 
happens, that guilty poets, like other 
guilty criminals, when once they are 
known and proclaimed, deliver them- 


| ſelves into the hands of juſtice, only to 


prevent others from deing it more to 


their diſadvantage; and not out of any 


ambition to ſpread their fame, by being 
executed in the face of the world, which 
is a fame but of ſhort continuance. That 
poet were a happy man who could but 
obtain a grant to preſerve his for ninety. 
nine.years ; for thoſe naines very rarely 
laſt ſo many days, which are planted 
either in Jacob Tonſon's, or the Ordi- 
nary of Newgate's Miſcellanies. | 
I have an hundred things to fay t 
you, which ſhall be deferred till 1 have 
the happineſs of ſeeing you in town, 
tor the ſeaſon now draws on, that invites 
every body thither. Some of them [ 
had communicated to you by letters he- 
fore this, if I had not been uncertain 
where you paſſed your time the Jail ſeaſon : 
ſo much fine weather, I doubt not, has 
given you all the pleaſure you could de- 
fire from the country, and your own 
thouglits the belt company in it. But. 
nothing could allure Mr. Wycherley to 
our foreſt, he continued (as you told me 
long ſince he would) an ohſtinate lover 
of the town, in ſpite of friendſhip and 
fair weather. Therefore, hencefor ward, 
to all thoſe conſiderable qualiti,s I know 
you poſſeſſed of, I ſhall add that of pro- 
But I ſtill believe Mr. Wycher- 
ley's intentions were good, and am fatil- 
fied that he promiſes nothing, but with 
a real deſign to perform it; how much 
ſoever his other excellent qualities are 
above my imitation, his ſincerity, J hope, 
is not, and it is with the utmoſt that | 
. | 


LETTER XVII. 
From the ſame to the ſame. 


: Jan, 22, 1708 9. 
1 Har ſent yon the incloſed papers t 
betore this time, but that I intended 
to have brovght them myſelf, and after- 
| ' wards 


P This was a tranſlation of the ſuſl book 
o Qtt'ut, done When the author was but 
fourteen 


Sea. I. 
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wards could find no opportunity of ſend- 
ing them without ſuſpicion of their miſ- 
carrying; not that they are of the leaſt 
value, but for fear ſomebody might be 
fooliſh enough to imagine them fo, and 
inquilitive enough to diſcever thoſe faults 
which 1 (by your help) would correct. I 
therefore beg the favour of you to let 
them go no farther than your chamber, 
and to be very free of your remarks in 
the margins, not only in regaid to 
the accuracy, but to the fidelity of the 
tranſlation z which I have not had time 
to compare with its original. And I de- 
fire you to be the wore ſevere, as it is 
much more criminal for me to make 
another (peak nonſenſe, than to do it in 
my own proper perion. For your better 
help in comparing, it may be fit to tell 
you, that this is not an entire verſion of 
the firſt book. There is an omiſſion 
from the 168th line—Jam murmura ſer- 
punt flebis Agenoreæ—to the 312th 


- Interea patriis olim vagus exul ab ori. 


(between theſe “ two Statius has a de- 
(cription of the eouncil of the Gods, and 
a ſpeech of Jupiter, which contains a 
peculiar beauty and majeffy, and were 
left out for no other reaſon, but becauſe 
the conlequence of this machine appears 
not till the ſecond book.) The tranfla- 
tion goes on from thence te the words 
Hic wvero' ambobus rabiem fortuna cruen- 
tam, where there is an odd account of a 
battle at fiſty-cuffs between the two 
Plinces on a very flight occaſion, and at a 
time when, one would think, the fatigue 
of their journey, in ſo tempeſtuous a 
richt, might have rendered them ver 
unfit for ſuch a ſcuffle. This I had actu- 
hy tarflated, but was very ill ſatisfied 
with it, even in my own words, to which 
an author cannot but be partial enough 
of conſcience 3; it was therefore omitted 
in this copy, which goes on above eighty 
likes farther, at the wo ds— fie j rimum 
luſtrare oculis, &c.— te the end uf the 
book, | 

You will find, I doubt not, that Sta- 
tus was none of the diſcreeteſt poets, 
though he was the bett vertifier next Vir- 
eil: in the very beginning he unluckily 
betrays his igr.01ance in the rules of po- 


'ourtren years old, as appears by an adver- 
Mein 1 vefore the firſt edition of it n a mil- 
ce! iny publiſhed by B. Lintot, 8. 1711. 

* ihcſe he fince tranſlat-d, and they arc, 
aut in the printed verſion, 
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etry (which Horace had already taught 
the Ro, ans), when he aſks his muſe 
where to begin his Thebaid, and ſeems 
to doubt whether it ſhould not he ab 
ov0 Ledgvy. When he comes to the 
ſcene of his poem, and the prize in 
diſpute between the brothers, he gives 
us z very mean opinion of it —Pugna eff 
de paufere regno.—Very different from 
the conduct of his mafter, Virgil, who at 
the entrance of his poem informs his reader 
of the g reatneſs of its ſubjeA—Tante mo- 
lis erat Romanam condere gentem. ¶ Boſſu 
on Epic Poetry.]J There are innume- 
rable little faults in him, among which I - 
cannot but take notice of one in this 
book, where ſpeaking of the implacable 


-harred of the brothers, he ſays, © the 


«+ whole world would be too ſmall a prize 
„to repay ſuch impiety.“ 


Quid fe peteretur crimine tanto 
Limes uierque poli, quem Sol emiſſus Foo 
Cardine, quem porta ver gens proſpettat Ibera 


This was pretty well, one would think, 
already, but he goes on, 


Qua que precul terras obligus ſydere tangit 
Avvius, aut Berea gelidas, 2 le pentes 
Tene Not? 


Afte all this, what could a poet think of 
but Heaven itſelf for the prize? but what 
follows is attoniſhing, 


Quid ſi Tyrie Phrygieve ſub unum 
Irvettentur opes : 


do not remember to have met with ſo 
great a fall in any ancient author what- 
ſever. I ſhould not. have intifted fo 
much on the faults of this poet, if I did 
not hope you would take the ſame free- 
dom with, and revenge it _-_ his 
tranflator. I ſhall be extremely glad if 
the reading this can be any amuſement 
to you, the rather hecauſe I had the diſ- 
ſa'1sfa&tivn to hear you have been con- 
fined to your chamber by an illneſs, 


which, I fear, was as troubleſome a com- 


pamon as I have ſometimes Heen in the 
fame place ; where, if ever you found 
any pleaſure in my company, it muſt 
ſurely have been that which moſt men 
take in obſerving the faults and follies 
of another; a pleaſure which, you fe, 
J take care to give you even in my ab- 
ſence. | 

It you will oblige me at your leiſure 
with the confirmation of your recovery, 
under your own hand, it will be ex- 
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tremely grateful to me, for next to the 
pleaſure of ſeeing my friends, is that I 
take in hearing from them; and in this 
particular I an beyond all acknowledg- 
ments obliged to our friend Mr. Wy- 
cherley. I know 1 need ro apology to 


you for ſpeaking of him, whoſe example, 


as I am proud of following in all things, 
ſo in nothing more thin in profeſſing my- 
ſelf, like him, your, &c. 


LET.TER XI} 
Mr. Pope to H. Cromwell, Eſq. 


March 7, 1709. 
You had long before this time been 
troubled with a letter from me, but 
that I deferred it till I could ſend you 
either the Miſcellany *,' or my continua- 
tion of the verſion of Statius. The firſt 
I imagined you might have had before 


nov, but ſince the contrary has happened, 


you may draw this moral from it, that 
authors in gegeral are more ready to 
write nonſenſe than bookſellers are to 
publiſh it. I had I knew not what ex- 
traoidivary flux of rhyme upon me for 
three days together, in which time all 
the verſes you fee added, have been wit- 
ten ; which I tell you, that you may more 
freely be ſevere upon them, It is a 
mercy 1 do not aſſault you with a number 
of original ſonnets and epigrams, which 


our modern bards put forth in the ſpring- 


time, in as great abundance as tiees do 
bloſſoms, a very few whereof ever come 
to be fruit, and pleaſe no longer than 
juſt in their birth. They make no leſs 
haſte to briog their flowers of wif to the 
preſs, than gardeners to briag their other 
- flowers to the market, which if they 
cannot get off their hands in the morning 
are ſure to die before night. Thus the 
ſame reafon that furniſhes Covent-garden 
with thoſe noſegays you ſo delight in, 
ſupplies the Muſes Mercury and B:itiſh 
Apollo (not to ſay Jacob's Miſcellanies) 
with verſes. 
this age, that the modern invention of 
printing poems for pence a-piece, has 
- brought the notegavs of Parnaſſus to 
bear the lame piuce ; whereby the pub- 


Ic ſpuited Mr. Hemy Hills of Black- 


„ Jacob Tonſon's fixth volume of Po- tical 
M ieligai-s, in which Mr, Pepe? Piftorals, 
and ſome verfions of Homer «nd Chaucer, 
were fut prented. 
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And n is the happineſs of 
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friars has been the cauſe of great eaſe 
and ſingular comfort to all the learned, 
who, never over-abounding in tranſitory 
coin, ſhould not be diſcomented (me- 
thinks) even though poems were diſtri- 
buted gratis about the ſtreets, like Bun. 
yan's ſermons and other pious treatiſes, 
uſually publiſhed in a like volume and 
chatacter. 5 

The time now drawing nigh, when 
you uſed with Sappho to croſs the water 
in an evening to Spring-garden, I hope 
you will have a fair opportunity of ra- 
viſhing her :—I mean only (as Old-fox 
in the Plain Dealer ſays) through the ear, 
with your well-penned verſes, I wiſh 
you all the pleaſures which the ſeaſon and 
the nymph can afford ; the beſt company, 
the beit coffee, and the beſt news you can 
deſire; and what more to wiſh you than 
this, I do not know; unlels it be a great 
deal of patience to read and examine the 
verſes I ſend you: I promiſe you in return 
a great deal of deference to your judg- 
ment, and an extraordinary obedience to 
your ſentiments for the future (to which, 
you know, I have been ſometimes a lit- 
tle refractory). If you will pleaſe to be- 
gin where you left off laſt, and mark the 
margin, as you have done in the pages 
immediately before (which you will nnd 
corrected to your ſenſe fince your laſt pe- 
ruſal), you will extremely oblige me, and 
improve my tranflation. Beſides thoſe 


places which may deviate from the ſenſe 


of the author, it would be very kind in 
you to obſe: ve any deficiencies in the dic- 
tion ot numbers. The hiatus in particu- 
lar I would avoid as much as poſhble, to 
which you are certainly in the fight to be 
a profefle4 enemy; though, I confeſs, I 
could not think it pofſible at all times to 
be avoided bv any writer, till 1 found by 
reading Malhe: be lately, that there 1s 
ſcarce any throughout his poems. I 
thou-ht your obſervation true enough to 
be paſſed into a rule, but not a rule with- 
out exc-ptions, nor that it ever had been 
reduced to practice; but this example of 
one of the moſt correct and bheſt of their 
poets his undeceived me, and confirms 
your opimon very ſtrongly, and muck 
more then Mr. Diyden's authority, who, 
though he made it a rule, ſeldom obſerved 
it. Your, Ke. 
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TEETER XL 


From the ſame to the ſame. 


June 10, 1709. 

] Have received part of the veifion of 

Starius, and return you my thanks 
for your remarks, which I think to be 
juſt, except where vou cry out (like one 
in Horace's Art of Poetry) pulchre, bene, 
refle ! There I have ſome tears you are 
often, if not always, in the wrong. 

One of your objections, namely on that 
paſſage, | 


The reſt revolviog years ſhall ripen into fate, 


may be well grounded, in relation to its 


not heing the exact ſenſe of the words 
Certo religua ordine ducam But the 
duration of the action of Statius's poem 
may as well be excepted againil, as many 


things beſides in him (which 1 wonder 


Boſſu has not obſerved) : for inſtead of 
confining his narration to one year, it is 
manifeſtly exceeded in the very fiſt two 
books: the narration begins with OEd:- 
pus's prayer to the Fury to promote diſ- 
cord betwixt his ſons ; afterward the poet 
expreſely deſcribes their entering into the 
agreement of reigning a year by turns : 
and Polynices takes his flight from 
Thebes on his brother's refuſal to reftign 
the throne. All this is in the hrit book; 
in the next Tydeus is ſent ambaſſador to 


Eteocles, and demands his teſignation in 


theſe terms, 


Altriferum vel;x jam circulus ehem 
Terſit. el amiſ] redier unt moniibus umbre, 
Ex quo frater ineps, ignota per of pida trijies 
Exul agit caſus. | 


But Boſſu himſelf is miſtaken in one par- 
ticular, relating to the commencement of 
the action; ſaying in book ii. chap B. that 
Statius opens it with Evropa's rape, 
whereas the Poet at molt only deliberates 
whether he ſhould or not 
| Inde jubelit 
Ire, Dee gentiſ ne canam primordia dire, 
Sidantos raptus “ &c, 


hut then exprelſsly paſſes all this with A 
longa retro ſeries and jays 


limes mihi car minis eſt⸗ 
OEdipedæ cenſuſa demus. 


® See the firſt book of Statiur, v. 302. 
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Indeed there are numberleſs particulars 
blame-worthy in our auther, which I 
have tried to (often in the vertion : 


Au biampue jugs frager imbulit OEten 


I latus, et geminis vix fluctibus obſtitit Tabmut, 


is moſt extravagantly hyperbolical; nor 
did Jever read a greater piece of tauto- 
logy than 


Vacua cum {»\u* in aula | 
Reſpiceres jus omne tuum, cunToſque mi- 
nores, 


Et nuſquam par ſtare caput. 


In the journey of Polynices is ſome 
geographical error : 


In medii: * Jus lit ra campir 


could hardly be; for the Iſthmus of Co- 
tinth is full five miles over: and caligen- 
tos abrupto ſole Mycenas, is not conſiſtent 
with what he tells us, in lid. iv. line 20g, 
© that thoſe of Mvcenz came not to the 
© war at this time, becauſe they were then 
« in confuſion by the diviions of the hro- 


« thers, Atieus and Thyeſtes.“ Now 


from the raiſing the Greek army agaiaſt 
Thebes, back to the time of this journey 
of Polynices, is (according to Statius's own 
account) tiwee years, Your's, &c. 


LETTER XXL 
From the ſame to the ſame, 


July 17, 1509. 

THE morning after I parted from you, 

I found mylelt (as 1 had propheſied) 
all alone, in an uneaſy ftage coach; a 
dolefol change from that agreeable com- 
pany I enjoyed the night before ! without 
the leaſt hop: of entertainment hut from 
my laſt recourſe in ſvch cafes, a book. 1 
then began to enter into acquaintance 
with your moralifts, ard had jult received 
tom them ſome cold conſolation for the 
Inconveniencies of this life, and the un. 
certainty of human affairs; when 1 per- 
ceived my vehicle to ſtop, and heaid 
from the ſide of it the dreadful news of 
a ſick woman preparing to enter it. It 
is not eaſy to guels at my mortification, 
but being ſo well fortified with philoto- 
phy, I ſtood refigned with a ſtoical con- 
ttancy to eudure the wor ſt of evils, n 
ſick woman. I was indeed a little com- 
forted to find, by her voice and dieſs, 
that ſhe was young and a gertlewoman ; 


but 
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but no ſooner was her hood removed, but 


I ſaw ene of the fineſt faces I ever beheld, 


and, to increaſe my ſurpriſe, heard her 
ſalute me by my name. | never had more 
reaſon to accuſe nature for making me 
fhont-fighted than now, when I could not 
recolle$i I had ever fee; thoſe fair eyes 
which \new me fo well, and was utterly 


at a loſs how to addreſs myſelf; till with © 


a great deal of ſimplicity and innocence 
ſhe let me know (even before I diſcovered 
my ignorance) that the was the daugher 
of one in our neighbourhood, lately mar- 
ried, who, having been conſulting her 
phyſicians in town, was returning into the 
country, to try what good air and a huſ- 
band could do to recover her. My father, 
you mutt know, has ſometimes recom- 
mended the ftudy of phyſic to me, but I 
never had any ambinon to be a doctor till 


this inſtant. I ventwed to preſcribe ſore | 


fruit «which I happened te have in the 
coach), which being forbidden her by her 


doctors, ſhe had the more juclination to.“ 


In ſhort, I tempted, and ſhe eat; nor 
was I] more like the Devil than ſhe like 
Eve. Having the good ſucceſs of the 


foreſaid ter: pter before my eves, 1 ut on 


the gallantry of the old ſeipent, arg in 
ſpite of my evil form accoſted her with 
all the gaie y ] was maſter of; which had 
ſo god an «ff, that in let* than a hovr 
ſhe grew pircaſart; her colour returned, 


and the was pleaſed to fay my pretcriotion 


had wrovght an immed-at- cure; in a 
word, I had the pleaſanteſt journey wna- 
ginable. 

Thus far (meihinks) my letter has 
ſom«<thino of the air of a romance, though 
it be true But I hope you will look 
on what follows as the ; ieateſt of truths, 
that i think n yſelf extreme} obliged by 
you i o prints ; eſpecially for yur kind 


and honourable intormation and advice in 


a matter of the utmolt co cern to me, 
which I ſhall ever acknowledge as the 
higheſt proof at o ce of your friendſhip, 


juſtice, and bn ceny. At the lame time 


be aſſured, that gentle an we {poke of 
ſhall never, by auy al eration in me, dif- 
cover my knowledge of his miſtake; the 
hearty ene of which is the only 
kind of return I can poſſibly make him 
for ſo Many favours; and 1 may derive 
this plcalure at leaſt from it, that whereas 
I muſt othet wile have been a little un- 
eaſy to know my inc pacity of returning 


| his obligations, I may now, by bearing his 
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frailty, exerciſe my gratitude and friend. 
ſhip more than himſelf either is, or per- 
haps ever will be ſenſible of. 


Ille meet. primus qui me fibi junxit, amore 


Ap tulit; ille habeat ecum, ervetque ſepulchro / 


But in one thing, I muſt confeſs you 


have yourſelf obliged me more than any 
man; which is, that you have ſhewed me 
many of my faults, to which as you are 
the more an implacable enemy, by ſo 
much the more are you a kind friend to 
me. I could be proud, in revenge, to 


find a few {lips in your verſes, which I 


read in London, and fince in the coun- 
try. with more application and pleaſure ; 
the thoughts are very juſt, and you are 
fare not to let them ſuffer by the ver- 
fication, If you would oblige me with 
the truſt of any thing of yours, I ſhould be 
glad to execuie any commiſſion you 
would give me concerning them. I am 
here fo perfectly at Jeijure, that nothing 
would be ſo agreeable an entertainment 
to me; but if you will not afford me that, 
do not deny me at leaſt the ſatisfaction cf 


your letters as long as we are abſent, if 


you would not have him very unhappy, 
who is very lincerely your, &c. 


Having a vacant ſpace here, I will fill 
it with a ſhort ode on Solitude, which 1 
found yeſterday by great accident, and 
which I find, by the date, was written 


when I was not twelve years old; that 
you may perceive how long I have conti- 


nued in my paſſion for a rural lite, and 
in the tame employments of it. 


Happy the man, whoſe wiſh and care 
A tew pat-rnal acres bound, 
Content to breathe his notive air 
In bis own ground. 


Whole herds with milk, whole fields with 
breed, 
Whote flocks ſupply him with attire, 
Whoſe trees in ſummer yield him thade, 
la winter fare. 


Bleſt, who can wn. oncern'dly find 
Hours, davs, and years*flide ſoſt away, 
In health oi body, peace of mind, 
2 Quct by day, 
Sound. ſſerp by night; fiudy and eaſe, 
Topeth:er mx'd; {weet recreation, 
And :nnocence which moſt does pleate, 
With meditation. 
Thus let me live, unſeen, unknown, 
Thus, unlamented, let me die, 
Steal from the world, and not a ſtone 
Tell where Ilie. 


LETTER 


— 4 
—y 


£353 ZFC a „ ww „ 


Sed. I. M OD 


rn . 
Mr. Pope to H. Cromwell, Eſq. 


Aug. 19, 1709. 
JF [| were to write to you as often as 1 
4 think of you, my letters would be as 
bad as a rent-charge; but though the 
one be but too little for your good na- 
ture, the other would be but too much 
for your quiet, which is one bleſſing good 
nature ſhould indiſpenſably receive from 
mankind, in return for thoſe many it 
gives. I have been informed of lite, 
how much I am indebied to that quality 
of yours, in ſpeaking well of me in my 
abſence; the only thing by which you 
prove yourſelf no wit nor critic ; though 
indeed I have often thought, that a 
friend will ſhow juſt as much indulgence 
(and no more) to my faults when I am 
abſent, as he does ſeverity to them when 
Jam preſent. To be very frank with 
you, Sir, I muſt own, that where I re- 
ceived ſo much civility at fir!t, I could 
hardly have expected ſo much ſincerity 
afterwards. But now I have only to wiſh, 
that the laſt were but equal to the firſt, 
and that as you have omitted nothing to 
oblige me, ſo you would omit nothing to 
Improve me. 

I cauſed an acquaintance of mine to in- 
quire twice of your welfare, by whom ! 
have been informed, that you have left 
your ſpeculative anzle in the widow's 
coffee houſe, and bidding adieu for: ſome 
time to all the rehearfals, reviews, ga- 
zettes, &c. have marched off into Lin- 
coluſhire. Thus I find you uf your 
life in the (cene at leaſt, though nut in 
the action; for though life for the mot 
part, like an old play, bs (t1]] the tame, 
yet. now and then a new ſcene may make 
it more entertaining. As for myſelf, I 
would not have my lite 4 very regular 
play, let it be a good werry farce, a 
-es name, and a fig foi the critical. 
unities ! For the generality of men, a true 
modern life is like a true mo tern play, 
nenher trag: dy, comedy, nor farce, nor 
one nor all of theie; every actor is much 


betet known by his baving the ſame face, 


en by keeping the lame cheater : 
ber we change our minds as often as 
ey can their parts, and he who was 
veſterday Czar, is to-day Sir John Daw. 
So that one might aſk the ſame queſtion 
of a modern lite, that Rich did of a mo- 


7 


E RN. 453 
dern play: “ Pray do me the favour, 
« Sir, to inform me; is this your tra- 
« gedy or your comedy?“ 

I have dwelt the longer upon this, 
becauſe 1 perſuade myſelt it might be 
uſeful, at a time when we have no thea- 


tre, to divert ourſelves at this great one. 


Here is A glorious ftanding comedy of 


| fools, at which every man is heartily 


merry, and thinks himſelt an unconcern- 
ed ſpectator. This (to our ſingular com- 
fort) neither my Lord Chamberlain, nor 
the Queen herſelf, can ever ſhit up, or 
ſilence.— While that of Druty (alas!) 
lies defolate in the profoundeſt peace: 
and the melancholy proſpe&t of the 
nymphs yet lingering about its beloved 
avenues, appears no leſs moving than that 
of the "Trojan dames lamenting over their 
ruined Tlium! What now can they hope, 
diſpofſeſſed of their antient ſeats, but to 
lerve as captives to the inſulting victors 
of the Hay- ma ket? The afflicted ſub- 
jects of France do not, in our Poſtman, 
lo grievouſly deplore the obſtinacy of 
their arbitrary monarch, as theſe periſh- 
ing people of Drury, the obdurate heart 
of that Pharaoh, Rich, who, - like him, 
difilains all propoſals of peace and ac- 
commodation, Several libels have been 
ſecretly affixed to the great gatrs of his 
imperial palace in Bridges-ftreet; and a 
memorial, repreſenting the diltreſſes of 
theſe perſons, has been accidentally dropt 
(as we are credihly informed by a perſon 
of quality) out of his firſt miniſter the 
chiet box-keeper's pocket, at a late con- 
fe ence of the ſaid perſon of quality and 
others, on the part of the confederates, 
and his theatrical majeſty on his own 
part. Of this you may expect a copy, 
as ſoon as it ſhall be tranſmitted to us 
from a good hand. As for the late Con- 
greſs, it is here reported, that it has not 
been wholly ineffectual; but this wants 
confirmation; yet we cannot but hope 
the concurring prayers and tears of fo 
many wretched ladies may induce this 
naughty prince to reaſon. I am, &c, 


LEP // XEIL 
From the ſame to the ſame. 


Ock. 19, 1709. 

1 Max truly ſay I am more obliged to 
» you this ſummer than to any of 

acquaintance, for had it not been for the 

two 
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et illis, The only companions | had were 
thote Muſes of whom Lully fays, Adole- 
ſcentiam alunt, ſerefutem oblectant, ſecun- 
das res ornant, adwverſis perfugium ac ſol i- 
tram præbent, delectant domi, non tmpe- 
diunt forts, pernoctant nobiſcum, feregri- 
nantur, ruſlicantur: which is indeed as 
much as ever | expected from them: 
for the muſes, if you take them as com- 
pan ions, are very pleaſant and agreea- 
ble ; but whoever ſhould be forced to live 
or depend upan them, would find himſelf 
in a very bad condition, That quiet, 
which Cowley calls the companicn of ch- 
ſecurity, was not wanting to me, unleſs 1 
was interrupted by thoſe fears you ſo juſt- 
ly gueſs 1 had for our triend's welfare, 
* It is extremely kind in you to tell me the 
news you heard of him, and you have 
delivered me from more anxiety than he 
imagines me capable of on bis account, 
as 1 am convinced by his long filence. 
However, the love of ſome things rewards 
itſelf, as of virtue, and of Mr. Wycher- 
ley. I am ſurpriſed at the danger you 
tell me he has been in, ard muſt agree 
with you, that our nation mutt, have loſt 
in him as moch wit and probity as would 
have 1emained (for aught I know) in 
the reſt of it. 
friendſhip will excuſe me (since Ho 
you honour him fo much, and fuice you 
know I love him above all men) if 1 vent 
a part of my uneaſineſs to you, and tel] 
you that there has'not been wanting one, 
to iofnuate malicious untruths of me to 
Mr. Wycherley, which, 1 fear, may 
have had ſome effect upon him. If fo, 
he will have a greater puniſiment for his 
c:edulity than 1 could wiſh him, in that 
fellow's acquaintance. The ]. ſs of a 
taithful creature is ſomething, though of 
ever ſo contemptible an one; and if 1 
Weite to chanee my dog for tuch a man 
as the atorefaid, I ſhould think ny cog 
undervalued : ( who follows me about as 
conſtantly here in the county, as | was 
uſed to do Mr. Wycherley in the town.) 
Now | talk af my dog, that | may 
not treat of a worle ſubject, which wy 
tpleen tempts me to, I will give you ſome 
account of him; a thing not wholly vn- 
prectdevred, fince Montaigne (to whom 
am but a dog in compariton) has done 
the ſame thing of his cat. Die mihi quid 
melius defediofſus agam ? You are to know 
then, thai as it is likeneſs beg eis affec- 
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two kind letters you ſent me, I had been 
perfectly ob/ttuſque meorum, obliviſcendus 


My concern for his. 
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tion, ſo my favourite dog is a little one, 
a lean one, and none of the fineſt ſhaped. 
He is not much a ſpaniel in bis fawmng, 
but has (what might be worth any man's 
while to immate him in) a dumb ſurly fort 
of kindneſs, that rather ſhe ws itſelf when 
he thinks me ill uſed by others, than when 
we walk quietly and peaceably by our- 
ſelves. It it be the chief point of friend. 
ſhip to comply with a friend's motions 
and inclinations, he poſſeſſes this in an 
eminent degree ; he lies down when I bt, 
and walks when I walk, which 1s more 
than many good friends can pretend to, 
witneſs our walk a year ago in St. James's 
Park. Hiſtories are more full of ex- 
amples of the fidelity of dogs than of 
friends, hut 1 will net inſiſt upon many 
of them, becauſe it is pothtble ſome may 
be almoſt as fabulous as thoſe of Pylades 
and Oreftes, &c. I will only ſay tor the 
honour of dogs, that the two moſt ancient 
and eſteemable books, ſacred and pro- 
phane, extant (viz. the Sciipture and 
Homer), have ſhewn a particular re- 
gard to theſe animals. Thatof Tobit is the 
more remarkable, hecauſe there ſeemed no 
mannerot reaſon to take notice of the dog, 
hetides the great humenity of the author, 
Homer's account of Ulyiſcs's dog Argus 
is the molt pathetic una. inahle, all the 
circumſtances conſidered, and an excellent 
proot of the old bard's good nature, 
Ulyſſes had left him at Ithaca when he 
embarked tor Troy, and found him at 
his return after twenty years (which by 
the way is not unnatural, as ſome criticks 
have ſaid, fince I remember the dam of 
my dog was twenty-two years old when 
ſhe dy*d; may the omen of longævity 
prove foitunate to her ſucceſſors). You 
ſhall have it in verſe. 
J . 
When wiſg Ulyſſes, from hs n:tive coaſt 
Lung k« pt by wars, and long by tempeis toll, 
Arriv* at hat, poor, old, algu 5d, alone, 
To ail + liens; and cv'n his Queen, un- 
knuwsn — 
Chang? as he was, With age, and toils, and 
Cares, 
Fu o' his rev'rend face, and white hishairs, 
In hig own palace fetc'd to aſk his bread, 
Scoin'd by thut- flav-s his former bounty ied, 
Forgot of all his own domeſtic crew 3 
1he-la'thtul dog alone h's rightful maſter 
knew. | | | 
Unted, unhaus'd, negleQed, on the clay, 
Like an old ſervant now Caſhier'd, he lay: 
Touct.'d with reſentment of ungratetul man, 
And long ing to behold his ancient Lord _=_ 
: im 
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Him when he ſaw—he roſe, and crawÞ'd to 
meet, 


('] was all he cou'd) and fuwn'd, and kiſe'd 
h:s fcet, — 


Send with dumb joy--then falling by his hide, 


Own" his returning Lerd, look'd up, and 

die) ' g 

Plutarch, relating how the Athenians 
were obliged to abandon Athens in the 
tine of Themiſtocles, Reps back again out 
of the way of his hiftory, purely to deſcribe 
the lamentable cries and howlings of the 
poor dogs they left behind. He makes 
mention of one, that followed his maſter 
acroſs the ſea to Salamis, where he died, 
and was honoured with a tomb by the 
Athenians, who gave the name of the 
Dog's Grave to that part of the iſland 
where he was buried, This reſpect to a 
dog in the moſt polite people of the wor ld, 
is very obſervable. A modern inſtance of 
gratitude to a dog (though we haye but 
few ſuch) is, that the chief order of Den- 


mark (now injuriouſly called the order of 


the Elephant) was inftituted in memory 
of the fidelity of a dog, named Wild biat, 
to ore of their kings who had been d-- 
lerted by his ſubjeAs : he gave his order 
this motto, or to this fe ( which till 
remains), Wild-brat was faithful, Sir 
William Trumbull has told me a ſtory 
which, he heard from one that was pre- 
ſent: King Charles I. being with ſome of 
his court during his troubles, a. diſcourſe 
rote what fort of dogs deſerved pre-emi- 
ence, and it being on all hands agreed 
to belong either to the ſpaniel or grey- 


hound, the King gave his opinion on the 


vart of the grey- hound, becauſe (ſaid he) 
it has all the good-nature of the other 
without the fawming. A gvod piece of 
(ire upon bis conrtiers, with which I 
will conclude my diſcourſe of dogs. Call 


me a cynic, or what you pleaſe, in revenge 


tor all this impertinence, I will be con- 
tented ; provided you will but believe me, 
when 1 fay a bold word for a Chriſtian, 


that, of all dogs, you will find none 


note faithful than your, &c, 


LETTER Xxx. 


Mr. Pope to H. Cromwell, Eſq. 
| April 10, 1710. 
[ Hab written to you ſooner, but that I 
made ſome ſcruple of ſending pro- 


„haue things to you in holy week. Be- 
des, our family would have been ſcan- 
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dalized to ſee me write, who take it for 
granted | write nothing but ungodly 
res. I affnre you, L am looked upon 
the neighbourhoud for a very well- 
iſpoſed perſon ; no great hunter indeed, 
buta great adnurer.ot the noble iport, 
and ohly uuhappy in my want of contti - 
tution for that and drinking. They all 
ſay, it is piiy I ain lo hickly, and | think 
it is a pity they are ſo healthy. But 1 ay 
nothing t may deſtroy their geod 
opinion of me; I bave not quoted one 
Latin author GnceI came down, but have 
learned without book a ſong of Mr. Tho- 
mas Durtey's, who is your only poet af 
tolerable reputation in this country, He 
makes all the mertiment in our entertain= 
meots, and but for him, there would be 
ſo miſerable a dearth of catches, that, 1 
fear, they would put either the parſon or 


me upon making ſome for them, Any 


man, ot-any quality, is heartily welcome 
to the beſt toping-table of our gentry, wha 
can roar out ſome rhaplodies of his 
works: ſo that in the ſame manner as it 
was ſaid of Homer to his detractots; 
What ! dares any man ſpeak againſt him 
who has given ſa many men to eat? 
(meaning the rhapfodifts who lived by 
repeating his verſes; ) thus may it be ſaid 
of Mr. Durfey to his detraGtors ; Dares 
any one deſpiſe him, who has made ſo 
many men drink? Alas, Sir! this js a 
glory which neuher you nor I muſt ever 
pretend to. Neither you with your Ovid, 
por I with my Statius, can amuſe a board 
of juſtices and extraordinary *ſquires, 
or gain one hum of approbation or laugh 
of admiration. Theſe things (they would 
ſay) are too ſtudious, they may do well 
evough with ſuch as love reading, but - 
give us your ancient poet Mr, Dutey ! 
It is mortifying enough, it miſt be con- 
feſſed ; but bowever, let us proceed in the 
way that nature has directed us —Maultz 
multa ſciunt ſed nemo omnia, as it is fad 
in the almanac. Let us communicate: 
our works for dur mutual comſot: fend 
me elegies, and you ſhell not want he- 
roics. At preſent, I have only thele ar- 


guments in proſe to the Ihebsid, which 


you claim by pronuſe, as I do your trani- 
lation of Pars me Sulmo tenet, —ind the 
Ring; the reſt I hope for as ſoon as you 
can conveniently tranſcribe them, and 
whatſ{uever orders you are pleaſed to give 
thall be punctually obeyed by 
Your, &c, 
LEIIEN 


456 ELEGANT 


LETTER XXV. 
Mr. Pope to H. Cromwell, Eſq. 


May 10, 1710. 
I Hab not ſo long omitted to expreſs 
my acknowledgments to vou for ſo 
much good nature and friendſhip as you 
lately ſhewed me: but. that I am but 
juſt returned to my own hermitage, from 

Mr. C*'s, who has done me to man 
favours, that I am almeft inclined to- 


EPISTLES. 
and conſtantly every morning read over 
a paſtoral of Theocritus or Vigil; and 


let the lady Iſabella put your Macrobius 
and Aulus Gellius ſomewhere out of your 
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way, for a month or fo. Who knows, 
but travelling and lorg airing in an open 
field, may contribute more ſucceſsfully to 
the cooling a critic's ſeverity, than it did 
to the afſua: ing of Mr, Cheek's anger of 
old? In this tield you will be ſecure of 
finding no enemy, but the moſt faithful 
and affectionate of your friends, &c. 


think my friends.infe& one another, and 


that your converſation with him has made 
him as obliging to me as yourſelf, I can 
aſſure you he has a fincere reſped for 
you, and this, I believe, he has partly 
contracted from me, who am tod full of 
you not to overflow upon thoſe I con- 
verſe with. But I muſt now be content- 
ed to converſe only with the dead of this 
world, that is to ſay, the dull and ob- 
ſcure, every way obſcure, in their intel- 
les as well as their perſons ; or elſe 
have recourſe to the living dead, the old 
authors with whom you are ſo well ac- 
quainted, even from Virgil down to Au— 
lus Gellius, whom I do not think a cri- 
tic by any means to be compared to 
Mr. Dennis; and I muſt declare poſi- 
tively to you, that I will perſiſt in this 
opinion, till you become a little more 
civil to Atticus. Who could have ima- 
gined that he, who had eſcaped all the 
misfortunes of his time, unhurt even by 
the proſcriptions of Antony and Auguſtus, 
ſhould in theſe days find an enemy more 
ſevere and barbarous than thoſe tyrants ? 
and that enemy the gentleſt too, the beſt- 
natured of mortals, Mr. Cromwell, whom 
I mult in this compare once more to Au- 


guſtus ; who ſeemed not more unlike - 


himſelf, in the ſeverity of one part of 


his life and the clemency of the other, 


than you. I leave you to reflect on this, 
and hope that time (which mollifies rocks, 
and of Riff things makes limber) will turn 
a reſolute critic to a gentle reader; and 
inſtead of this poſitive, ttemendeus new- 
faſhioned Mr. Cromwell, reſtore unto us 
our old acquaintance, the ſoft, beneficent, 
and courteous Mr. Cromwell. 

1 expe& much, towards the civilizing 
of you in your eritical capacity, from the 
innocent an and tranquillity of our foreſt, 


when you do me the favour to viſit it. 
In the mean time, it would do well, by 


way of preparative, if you would duly 


LETT ER XXVI.:+ 
From the ſame to the ſame. 


4 May 17, 1710, 

AFTER I had recovered from a danger- 

ous illneſs which was fiſt contracted 
in town about a fortnight after my com- 
ing hither, I troubled you with a letter, 
and paper incloſed “, which you had been 
ſo obliging as to defire a light of when 
laft I faw«yan, promiſing me in return 
ſome tranſla ens of yours from Ovid: 
Since when, I have not had a ſyllable from 
your hands, ſo that it is to be feared, 
that though I have eſcaped death, I have 
not Oblivion. 1 ſhould at leaft have ex. 
peRed you to have finiſhed that elegy up- 
on me, which vou told me you was upon 
the point of beginning when I was fick 
in London; if you will but do ſo much for 
me. firft, I will gwe you leave to forget 
me afterwards; and for my own part will 
die at diſcretion, and at my leiſure. But 
I fear I mutt be forced, like many learn- 
ed authors, to wiite my own epitaph, if 
I would be remembered at all Monſieur 
de la Fontaine's would fit me to + hair; 
but it is a kind of ſacrilege (do you: think 
It is not?) to ſteal epitaphs, In mv pre- 
ſent, living dead condition, nothing would 
be properer than Oblituſque meorum ob- 
lizſcendus et illis, but that unluckily I 
cannot forget o friends, and the c:vili- 
ties | received from you (elf and ſome 
others. They fav indeed it 18 one qua- 
luy of gene cus minds to forget the oblt- 
gations they have conteried, and perhaps 
too it may be [» to forget thote on whom 
they conterred them: then indeed I muſt 
be forgotten to all intents and purpoſes; 


* V-rſ:s on Silence, in imitation of the 
Ear! of Rockeſter's poem on Nothing; done 
at !Ouitecn years old. 

I am, 
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I am, it muſt be owned, dead in a natu- 
ral capacity, according to Mr. Bicker- 
ſtaff ; dead in a poetical capacity, as a 
damned author; and dead in a civil ca- 
pacity, as a uieleſs member of ihe com- 
monwealth, Bit treffe, dear fir, what 
melancholy effects may enſue, it dead men 
are pot civil to one another ! if he who 
has nothing to do himſelf, will not com- 
fort and ſupport another in his idlenefs ; 
if thoſe who are to die the nſelyes, will 
not now and then pay the «charity of vi- 
ſuing a tomb and a dead friend, and 
ſtrowing a few flowers over him: in che 
ſhades where I am, the inhabitants have 
a mutual compaſſion for each other; be- 
ing all alike Inanes; we frunter to one 
another's habitations, and daily aſſiſt 
each other in doing nothing at all. This 
I mention for your edincaton and exam- 


ple, that, all alive as you are, you may 


not ſometimes diſyain—defpere in loco. 
Though you are no Papiſt, and have not 
ſo much regard to the gdrad as to ad- 
dreſs yourſelf to them I plainly 
perceive hy your ſflence)} Fit I hope you 
are not one of thoſe hetegodox, who hold 
them to be totally inſenffble of the good 
offices and kind wiſhes of their living 
friends, and to be in a dull tate of fleep, 
without one dream of thoſe they left be- 
hind them. If you are, let this letter 
convince you to the contrary, which af- 
ſures you I am fill, though in a fate of 
ſeparation, your's, &c. | 


P. S. This letter of deaths puts me | 


in mind of poer Mr. Beiterton's ; over 
whom I would have this ſentence of 
Tully for an epitaph, which will ſerve 
him as well in his moral, as his theatrical 
capacity ; | 

ile bene actæ jucundiſſima et rec datis. 


LETTER. e 


From the ſame to the ſame. | 


Idne 24, 1710. 

Lis very natural for a. young friend, 
and a young lover, to think the per- 
ſons they love have nothing to do but to 
pleaſe them; when perhaps they, for 
their parts, had twenty other engage- 
ments before. This was my caſe, when 
I wondered I did not hear from you; but 
I no ſooner received your ſhort letter, but 
I torgot your long ſilence; and fo many 
fine things as you ſaid of me could not 
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but have wrought cure on my own fiek- 
nels, if it had dt been of the nature of 
that which is deaf to the voice of the 
charmer. It was impoſſible you could 
have betfer timed your compliment on 
my philoſophy ; it was certainly propereſt 


to commend me for it juſt when I moſt 


needed it, and when I could leaſt he proud 
of it; that is, when I was in pin. It is 
not eaſy to expreſs what an exutation it 
gave to my ſpirits, above all the cordials 
of my doctor; and it is no compliment 
to tell you, that your compliments were 
{weeter than the ſweeteft of his juleps and 
ſyrups. But if you will not believe fo 


much, 


Pour le m int, votre compliment 
Ma ſen lag dans ce moment; 
Ft dts gun me {"eft venu faire 
Tai chaſſe mim apeticaire, 

Et renv:yt mon lavement. 

Nevertheleſs, I would not have you 
entirely lay aſide the though's of my 
epitaph, any more than 1 do thoſe of the 
probability of my becoming (ere long) 
the ſubject of one. For death has of 
late been very familiar with ſame of my 
ſize; 1 am told my Lord Lumley, and 
Mr, Litton are gone before me; and 
though I may now, without vanity, el- 
teem myſelf the leait thing like a man in 
England, yet I cannot but be torry, two 
heroes of ſuch a make ſhould die inglo- 
rious in their beds; when it had been a 
fate more worthy our hze, had they met 
with theirs from an irruption of cranes, 
or other warhke animals, thofe ancient 
enemies to our pygmæan anceſtors! You 
of a ſuperior ſpecies little regard what 
befals us homunciones ſeſquipedales ; how- 
ever, you have no rfgaion to be fo uncon- 
cerned, ſince all phyſicians agree there 
is no greater ſien of a plague among 
men, thai a mortality among Frogs. 

This fort of writing called a Rondeau 
is what I never knew prafliſed in our na- 
tion, and, I verily believe, it was not in 
uſe with the Greeks or Romans, neither 
Macrobivs nor Hyginus taking the leait 
notice of it. It is to be obſerved, that 
the vulgar ſelling and pronouncing it 
round O, is a manifen corruption, and 
hy no means to he allowed of by critics. 
Some 7 mftakenly imagine that it was 
a ſort of rendeau which the Gailic ſol- 


diers ſing in Cæſar's triumph over Gaul 
—Gallias Ceſar ſubegit, &c. as it is re- 
corded by Surtonius in Julio, and fo 
derive 
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derive its origigal from the ancient Gaus 
to the modern French; but this is erro- 
neous ;. the words there not being ranged 
according to the laws of the rondeau, as 
laid down hy Clemen: Marot. It you 
will ſay, that the ſong of the { Ihizrs 
might be only the. rude beginning of this 
kind of poem, and fs conſequently im- 
perſect, neither Hemfius nor { can be of 


that opinion; and fo 1 conclude, that we 


know nothing of the matter. 

But, Sir, I aſk your parden ſor all this 
buffoonery, which I could not aldie(s 
to any ove ſo well as to you, hnce | have 
found by experience, that vou molt caſiiy 
forgive my impertinencies. It is onviy 
to ſhew you that I am mindtoul of you at 
all times, that I wine at all times; and 
as nothing I can ſay can be th your 


1eading, ſo I way as we Il throw ovt what. 


comes uppe: molt, as fiuiy to be dull. 1 
am, &c. | 


LET TER” XXVII. 
Mr. Poje to H. Cromavell, Eſq. 


Jaly 20, 1710, 

Ii you thanks for the ver ſiom you 

| ſent me of Ovid's elegy. It 1s very 
much an image of that author's wiiting, 
who has an agreeableneſfs that charms vs 
Without cortectneſs, hke a m:(Ireſs, Wh fte 
faults we ſee, but love her with them all, 
You have vt ry judiciouſſy altered bis 
method in ſome places, ande cen find 
nothing which I dare iat UPON as 41 


error: what I have wii'ten in the mars 


eins being merely gueſſes at a live im- 
provement, rather than criticihms. I 
aſſure you I do not expect you ſhou d 
ſubſcribe to my private notions but «hen 
you ſhall judge them agierable to reaſon 
and good ſenſe, What'l have done is 
not as a critic but as a friend: I know 
too well how many qualities ae tcqzuſtte 
to make the one, and that I want almoſt 
all I can reckon un; but I am ſure I do 
not want inclination, nor, I hoje, capa- 
city to be the other. Nor ſhall I take 
it at all amiſs, that another diſſonts from 
my opinion: it is vo more than I have 
often done from my sen; and indeed, 
the more a man advances in vnderitard- 
ins, he becomes the more every day 1 
 _eritic upon himſelf, and finds ſomething 
or @ther fill to blame in his former 
no jons ard opinions. I could be glad 10 
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into it than 1 can, 


 hetween them. 
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know if you have tranſlated the fith 
ele. y of lib. 11. Ad amicam naviganten ; 
the 3th of book in. or tte 11th} of 
book m. which are above all others m 
particular favourites, efpccially the lait 


of theſe, 


As to the paſſage of which you aſk my 
opinion in the ſecond ZEn-1d, it is either 
ſo plain as to require "0 tfolotion 3 or elſe 
(which is very probable) you fee farther 
Pram would fay, 
that © Achilles (whom fwcly you only 
«6 feian to be your father inc» your ac- 
tions are ſo differem trom his) did not 
« uſe me thus inhumanly. He bluſhed 
© at his muider of Hetto:, when he ſaw 
© my foriows for him ; and refior ed his 
„ dad body to me to be buried.“ . To 
this the antwer of Pyrrhus ſeems to be 
agreeable enongh, 4 Go then to the 
© Hades, and tell Achilles how I dege- 
« nerate from him :"* granting the truth 
of what Priam had ſud of the difference 
[vdeed Mr. Diyden's 
mentioning here what Virgil more judi- 
cioully paſſes in ſilence, the circumſtance 
of Achilles's felling for money the body 
of Hector, ſeems not ſo prop; it im 
ſme meaſure leſſening the charatter of 
Achilles's g-neroſity aud picty, which is 
the very point of which Pritam erdea— 
vou's in this place to convince his fon, 
and to reproach him with the want of, 
But the truth of this cirvcuntiance is no 
way to he queſtioned, being expreſsly 


- taken from Homer, who repiefents Achil- 


les weeping for Priam, yet receiving 
the gold, Hhad xxiw. for when hr gives 
the body, he ves hefe words:“ O ny 
« friend Patrocles; tergive me that | 
„% quit the corpſe of hin who killel 
© thee; 1 have preat gifis in ranſom for 
it, which I will betiow upon thy fu- 
© erl. - 1 am; Ac: 


cc 


ER Uri l. 
From the ſame to the ſame. 


Augn? 21, 1710. 

Oos letters gte a perfect charity to 
a man in 1etirement, utterly forgot- 

ten of all his fiiends but you ; for ſince 
Mr. Wycherley left London, I have vet 
heard a word from him z thovgh jut he⸗ 
fore, and once ſince, 1 writ to him, and 
though I know myfelf guilty of vo o- 
tence but of. doing ſiucerely juſt * 
Y 


Set. I. M O D 


bid me— Hoc mibi libertas, hoc pia lingua 
dedit [But the greateſt injury he des 
me, is the keeping me in ignorancę of 


his welfare, which 1 am always very 


{licitous for, and very uneaſy in the fear 
of any indifpolit.on that may befal him. 
In what I ſ-nt you ſome time ago, you 
have not verſe enough to be ſcvere upon, 
in revenge for my laſt criticifin ; in one 
point J muſt perſiit, that is to ſay, my 
dll. ke of your Paradiſe, in which I take 
ro pleafurez 1 know very well that in 
Ortes it 'is not only uſed by Xenophus, 
hut is a conmon word for any ga.den ? 
bot in Erb it bears the bymfication 
and corveys the idea of Eden, which 
alone is (1 thi4ik) a reaſon agaiaſt making 
Uvid ule it; who will be thought 0 talk 
too much like 2 Chiiſtian in your verſion 
it ſjealt, whatever it misht have been in 
Latin or Greek. As for all the reſt of 
my rem.rks, ftince you do not laugh at 
them as at this, | can be ſo civil as not 
to lay any ftrefs upon them (as, I think, 
| told you before) ; and in particular in 
the point of trees e jpying, you have, I 
muit own, fully ſatished me that the 
expieſſion is not only defcuſihle, but 
I ſha'! be very glad to fee 
vou traviflatian of the elegy, Ad amicam 
na vigauntem, as ſoon as you can; for 
(without a compliment to you) (every 
thing you write, either in verſe or proſe, 
is t come to me; and you may be con- 
lei (if ny opmion can be of any fort 
of cor tequence in auy thing), that L will 
never he unfincere, though | may be 
vitra miſtaken. To uſe tincerity with 
von, is but paying you in your own coin, 
im whom L have experienced fo much 
ten; and I 'need not et Il you how much 
| 1eally eſteem you, when 1 efteem no- 
thing in the word fo much as that quali- 
ty, I kyow, vou fomctimes fay civii 


'thinge to ine in your epiſtolary fiyle, but 


al- I am to make allewance for, as 
particularly. when you talk of. admiring 3 
wis a werd you are fo uled to in con- 
verfstion of ladies, that it will creep into 


yu difcousſe, in ſpite of you, even to 


your firrrds, But as wemen, when they 
think themſclves ſecure «f alniration, 
commit a thouſand negligences, which 
how them fo much at diſadvantage and 
off their guard, as to Joſe the little real 
love they bad before; ſo when men ima- 
eine others entertain ſome eſteem for their 
abilities, they often expoſe all their im- 


thought maſters of. 
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perfections and fooliſh works to the diſ- 
paragement of the little wit they were 
I am going to ex- 
emplify this to you, in putting into your 
hands (being encouraged by lo much in- 
dulgence) ſome verſes of my youth, or 
rather childhood; which (as I was 
a great adnirer of Waller) wee intended 
in imitanon of his manner; and are, per- 
haps, lach imitations, as tho.e you ſee 
in awkward country dames, of the fine 
and well-bred ladies of the court: If you 
will take them with you into Lincoln- 
th:re, they may fave you one hour from 
the converſation of the country gentle- 
men and their tenants (who differ but in 
dreſs ad name), which, if it be there as 
bad as here, is even worſe than my po- 
etry, 1 hope your ſtay there will be no 
longer than (as Mr. Wycherley calls it) 
to 10b the country, and run away to 
London with your money. In the mean 
time, I beg the favour. of a line from 
you, and am (as I'will neyer cealt to de) 


* 


your, &c. an 
LVU in 

From the ſame to the ſame, _ 
5 OA, 12, 171. 
Derrüreb anſwering your lat, upon 
tine advice I received, that you were, 
leaving the town for ſome time, and ex- 
peed your return with impatience, 
having then a dsſian of ſeeing my. 


friends there; among the firſt of which 


[ have'reafon to account yourſelf!” Bur 
my almoſt cor tinual illneſſes prevent that, 
as well as moſt other ſnisfatiions of in . 
life: however, I may ſay one g DIA 
ting of bickneſe, that it is the beſt cure 
1 nature for ambition, and deſigns upon 
the world as fortune ; it makes a" man 
pret'® indifferent for the future, pro- 
vided he can bat be eaſy, by intervals, for 
the preſet. He will be content to com- 
pound for his quiet only, and leave all 
the circumftantial pait and pomp ef life 
to thoſe who have a health Ha 
enough to enjoy all the miſtreſſes of thci _ 
defies, I thark God, there is nothing 
ont of myſelf which I would be at the 
trouble ot ſceking, except a- friend; a 
hapvineſs J once hoped to have poſſeſſed 
in Mr. Wycherley; but— Quantum Wh» 
tatus ab ils !—1 have for ſome years 
bren employed much like children. that 
©. buils 


' 
; 
i 
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build houſes with cards, endeavouring 
very bufily and eagerly to raiſe a friend- 


ſhip, which the firſt breath of any ill-na- 


tured by-ſtanger could puff away. But I 


will trovble you no farther with writing, 


nor myſelf with thinking of this ſubject. 

I was mightily pleaſed to perceive, by 
your quotation from Voiture, that you 

ad tracked me ſo far as France. You 
ſee it is with weak heads as with weak 
ſtomachs, they immediately throw out 
what they received laſt ; and what they 
read, floats upon the ſurface of the mind, 
like oil upon water, without incorporat- 
ing. This, I think, however, cannot 
be ſaid of the love verſes I laſt troubled 
you with, where all (I am afraid) is ſo 
puerile and fo like the author, that no- 
body will ſuſpe& any thing to be bo- 
rowed. Yet ycu (as a friend, enter- 
taining a better opinion of them), it 


| ſeems, ſearched in Waller, but ſearche\| 
in vain, Your judgment of them is (I 


think) very right, — for it was my own 
opinion before, If you think them not 
worth the trouble of correcting, pray tell 
me fo freely, and it will ſave me a la- 
bour ; if you think the contrary, you 
would particularly oblige me by your re- 
marks on the ſeveral thoughts as they oc- 
cur. I long to be nibbling at your verſes, 
and have not forgot who promiſed me 
Ovid's elegy Ad amicam navigantem. 


Had Ovid been as long in compoling it, 
as you in ſerding it, the lady might have. 


Qiled to Gades, and received it at her 
return. I have really a great itch of 
criticiſm upon me, but want matter here 
in the country; which I deſire you to 
forniſh me with, as I do you in the 
town, | 


Sic ſervat fudii federa quiſque ſui. | 
I 2m obliged ro Mr. Caryl (whom» 
you tell me, you met at Epſom) for 


telling you truth, as a man is in theſe 


days to any one who will tell truth to 
his advantage; and I this k none is more 
to mine, than what he told you, and I 
ſhould be glad to tell all the world, that 


I have an extreme affection and edeem tor 


you. 


Tec eterim linger meriri ces nere ſcles, 


Ei tecum primat eputlis decerfere niAes ; 


Unnm opus et requiem pariter dil pentmus ambos, 
Atgque verecurda laxamus jeria men/a. 


By theſe Ejule, as I take it, Perſius 


meant the Portugal ſnuff and burnt claret, 


Book III. | 


which he took with his maſter Cornutus; 
and the verecunda menſa was, without 
diſpute, ſome coffee-houie table of the 
anci.*ts, Iwill only obſerve, that theſe 
four lines are as elegant and muſical ag 
any in Perſius, not excepting thoſe fix or 
ſeven which Mr. Diyiien quotes as the 
only ſuch in all that author. I could 
be heartily glad to repeat the ſatisfaQtion 
deſcribed in them, being truly your, &c. 


LETTER XXXI. 
Mr. Pepe to H. Cromwell, Eſq. : 


Oc. 28, 1710, 


Au glad to find by your laſt letter 

that you write to me with the freedom 
of a friend, ſeting down your thoughts 
as they occur, and dealing plainly with 
me in the matter of my own trifles, 
which, 1 aflure you, I never valued half ſo 
much as I do that ſincerity in you which 


they were the occaſhon of diſcovering to 
me; and which while I am happy in, I 


may be truſted with that dangerous wea- 
pon, poetry, ſince I ſhall do nothing 
with it but after aſking and following 
your advice, | value ſincerity the more, 
as | find by ſad experience, the practice 
of it is more dangerous; writers rare} 

pardoning the executioners of their verſes, 
even though themſelves pronounce ſen- 
tence upon them — As to Mr. Philips's 
Paſtorals, I take the firft to be infinitely 
the ben, and the ſecond the worſt ; the 
thi:& is for the greateſt part a tranſlation 
from Virgil's Daphnis. I will not fore- 
tal your judgment of the reſi, only ob- 
ſerve in that of the Nightingale theſe 
lines (ſpeaking of the muſician's playing 


on the harp), 


Now 5 8. ſkimming o'er the ſtrings they 
paſs, 

Like winde that gently bruſh the plying graſs, 

And melting airs a iſe at their command; 

And now, I. borious, with a weighty hand, 

H- links into the cords with folemn pace, 

And ęives the twelling tones a manly grace. 


To which nothing can he objected, but 
that they are too lofty for paſtoial, eſpe- 
cially being put into the mouth of a 
ſhepherd, as they ate here; in the poet's 
own perſcn they had been (I believe) 
now proper. They are more after 


Virgil's manner than that of T heocritus, 
whom yet in the character of paſtoral he 
rather 


Sect. I. M 
rather ſeems to imitate. In the whole, 
agree with the Latler, that we have 
no beiter Eclogues in our language. 
There is a ſmall copy of the ſame author 
publiſhed in the Tatler, No. 12, on the 
Daniſh winter; it is poetical painting, 
aud I recommend it to your peruſal, 

Dr. Garth's poem 1 have not ſeen, but 
believe I ſhall be of that critic's opinion 
you mention at Will's, who ſwore it was 
good; for, though I am very cautious of 
ſwearing after criticks, yet I think one 
may do it more ſafely, when they com- 
mend, than when they blame. | 

[ agree with you in your cenſure of the 
ule of fea terms in Mr. Dryden's Virgil; 
not only becauſe Hrlenus was no great 
prophet in thoſe matters, but becauſe no 
terms of att or cant words ſuit with the 
majetty and dignity of ttyle, which epic 
poetry requires, — Cui mens divinior 
atque 05 magna ſonaturum.— The lar- 
paulin phraſe can pleaſe none but fuch gui 
aurem habent Batavam ; they mutt not 
expect auribus Atticis probari, I find by 
you. (I think I have brought in two 
phraſes of Martial here 4 dexter oully.) 

Though you ſay you did not rightly 
tike my meaning in the verſe I quoted 
from Juvenal, yet I will not explain it, 
becaule, though it ſeems you are reſolved 
to take me for a civic, I would by no 
means be thought a commentator.— And 
for another reaſon too, becauſe I have 
quite forgot both the verſe and the appli- 
cation, 

| hope it will be no offence to give my 
moſt hearty ſervice to Mr. Wycherley, 
thongh I perceive by his laſt to me, I 
am rot to trouble him with my letters, 
ſnice he there told ine he was going in- 


{ta' tly out of town, and till his return he 


was my (ervant, &c. I gueſs by yours 
he is yet with you, and be, you to do 
hat Jou may with all truth and honour, 
that is, aſſure him | have ever borne all 
the reſpe&t and kindoeſs 1maginable to 
him. 1 do not know to this hour what 
it is that bas eſtranged tim from me; 
but this I kvow. that he may for tue 
future be more fafely my friend, ſiner no 
Invitation of his ſhall ever more make me 
ſo fiee with bim. I could not have 
thought any man ſo very cantious and 
lulpicious, as not to crefit his own expe- 
rience of a friend. Indeed to believe 
nobody, may be a maxim of ſafety but 
not ſo much of honelty, There is but 
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one way I know of converling ſafely with 
all men, that is, not by concealing what 
we ſay or do, but by faying or doing 
nothing that deſerves to he concealed, 
and I can truly boaſt this comfort in my 
affairs with Mr Wyche ley, But I par- 
don his jealouſy, which is become his 
nature, and ſhall never be his enemy 
whatſoever he ſays of me. Your, &c. 


LETTER XXIII. 


From the ſame to the ſame. 


Nov. 11, 1710. 
you miftake me very much in thinking 
the treedom you kindly uſed with my 
love-verſes gave me the firſt opinion of 
your ſincerity: 1 afſure you it only did 
what every good-natured ation of yours 
has done fince, confirmed me moe in 
that opinion. The fable of the nightin- 
gale in Philips's Paftorals, is taken from 
Famianus Strada's Latin poem on the 
fame ſubjeR, in his Proluſſones Academic; 
only the tomb he erects at the end, is 
added from Virgil's conclufion of the 
Culex. I cannot forbear giving you a 
paſſage out of the Latin poem I mention, 
by which you will find the Engliſh poet 
is indebted to it. | 
Al ernat mira arte fides : dum torquet acutas, 
Inciditque, graves r ver bere pulſ at. 
Jamg i- manu per fila vꝛlat; fimul hes, fomulilles 
Explerat numeros, chor daque laborat in . 
Mor filet.- Illamadis totidem re pondet, et artem 
Arte refert. Nune ſeu rudis, aut incerta can 
Pr ebet iter liguidum labenti e pectere voci. 
Nunc cæ ſim variat, moduli que canora minatis 
Delibrat vocem, tremulogue reciprecat ere. 


This poem was many years ſince imi- 
tated by Craſhaw, out of whoſe verſes 
the following are very remarkable; 


From this to that, from that to this he flics, 
Feels muſick's pulſe in all its arteries ; 
Caught in a net which there Apollo ſpreads, 
His fingers ſtruggle with the vocal threads. 


J have (as I think I formerly told you) 


a very tod opinion of Mr. Rowe's ſith 
book of Lucan: indeed, he amplifies 


too much, as well as Breboeuf, the fa- 


mous Freneh imitator. If I remember 
right, he ſometimes takes the whole com- 
ment into the text of the verſion, as par- 
ticularly in line $828. Utqaze ſolet pa- 
riter totts ſe effundere ſignis Corycii preſſu- 
ra croct. And in the place you quote 
be makes of thoſe two lines in the Latin” 


2 
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Vidit quanta ſub noe jaceret 
N:ftra dies, riſitque jui ludibria trunci, 
no leſs than eight in the Engliſh. 


What you oblerve, ture, cannot be 


an error-ſphe:iicus, (ifily ſpeaking, ei- 
ther according to the Ptolemaic, oi cur 
Copernican ſyſten; Tycho Brabe him- 
ſelf will be on the tranflator's tide. For 
Mr. Rowe here tays nv more, than that 
he looked down on the rays of the tun, 
which Pompey might do, even though 
the body of the tun were above him. 

You cannot but have remaiked what 
a journey Lucan here makes Cato take 
tor the fake of his fine deſcriptions. 
From Cyrcne he travels by land, tor ro 
better realon than this 


ec eadem uadebat hiems, que clau erat eq e. 


The winter's effects on the ſra, it ſeems, 
were more to be dicaded than ali the ter- 
pents, whilwit.ds, ſands, &c. by land, 
which immediately after he paints out in 
his ſpeech to the loldicrs ; then he tetches 
a compals a vait way round about, to 
the Naſamones and Jupiter Ammon's 


temple, puicly to ridicufſe the o:acles ; 


and Labienus muſt pardon me, if I do 
not believe him when he ſays -, obtu- 
lit, & fortuna viæ either Labienus, or 
the map, is very much miſtaken here, 
Thence he returns back to the Syites 
(which he might have taken fi in his 
way to Utica) ; and fv to Leptis Minor, 
where our author leaves him; who ſceins 
to have made Cato ſpeak his own mind, 
when he tells his army Ire ſat no 
matter Whicher. 1am your, &c. 


LETTER XXXIII. 
Mr. Pete to H. Cromwell, EV. 


Nov. 24. 1710. 


70 make ule of that freedom an fa- 


miliarity of ſtyle which we have 


taken up in our correſpondence, and 
which is more properly talking vpon pa- 


per, than writing; I will tell you with— 


out any preface, that I, never took Tycho 
Brahe tor one of the ancients, or in the 
leaſt an acquainiance of Lucan's : nay, 


it is a mercy on this occation, that 1 do 


not give you. an account of his liſe and 

converſation ; as how he lived ſome years 
bike an inchanted knight in a certain 
illand, with a tale of a king of Denmark's 
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tul eafineſs. 


Book TIT. 


miſtreſs that ſhall be nameleſs. But 1 
have compathon on you, and would nat 
for the world you ſhould ſtay ay longer 
among the Genit and Semidet Manes, 


you know where; for if once you get 0 


near the moon, Sappho will want your 
preſence in the clouds aud inferior re- 
gions; not to mention the great loſs 
Drury-lane will ſuſtain, when Mr. C— 
is in the milky way. Theſe celettial 
thoughts put me in mind of the prieits 
you mention, who are a fort of Sortilegi 
in one ſenſe, becauſe in their lottery 
there are more blanks than prizes; the 
adyenturers being at beſt in an uncer- 
tainty, whereas the ſetters up ate ſure of 
ſo.rething. Prieſts indeed in their cha- 
rafter, as they repreſent God, are ſa- 
cred ; and fo ate conttables as they 1e- 
preſent the king; but you will own a 
great many of them à e very odd fel. 
lows, and the devil of any likeneſs in 
them. Yet I can aſſure you, Ihonour 
the good as much as I deteſt the bad, 
and | think that in condemning theſe we 
praiſe thoſe. The tranſlations trom Ovid 
| have not ſo good an opinion of as you; 
becauſe I think they have little of the 
main characteriſtic of this #w'hor, a grace- 
For let the ſenſe be ever! ſo 
exactly rendered, unleſs an author. looks 
like himſelf in his air, habit, and manner, 
it is a diſguiſe, and not a tranſlation; 
But as to the Pialm, I think David is 
much more beholden to the tranſlator 
than Ovid; an4 as he treated the Koman 
like a Jew, ſo he has made the Jew ſpeak 
lice a Roman. 4 | 


Your, &c. 


LETTER XXXIV. 


From the ſame to the ſame. * 

: Dec. 1), 77 10, 
1 ſeems that my late mention of Cra- 
ſhaw, and my quotation tromhim, has 
moved .your curioity. I therefore ſend 
you the whole author, ho has held a 
place among my other books of this 
nature for ſome years; in which time 
having read him twice or thrice, I find 
him one of thoſe whoſe 'works mky juſt 
deſerve 1exding. I take this poet to have 
writ hke a gentleman, that is, adbleiſore 
hours, and more to keep out of idlenels, 
than to eſtabliſh a reputation: ſo that no- 
| thing 


6 
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thing regular or juſt can be expected 
from him. All that regards deſign, form, 
fable (which is the foul of poetry), all 
that cencerns exaAneis, or conlent of 
parts (which is the body), will probably 
he wanting; only pretty conceptions, 
fine metaphors, glittering expreſſions, 
and ſomething of a neat caſt of verſe 
(which are properly the dreſs, gems, or 
looſe ornaments of poetry), may ve fonad 
in theſe verſes, This 1s indeed the caſe 
of molt other poetical write!s of miſcel- 
lanies ; nor can it well be otherwiſe, hace 


no man can be a tiue poet, who weites 
tor diverſion only. "Theſe authors ſhould 


be conſidered as verſifiets and witty men, 
rather than as puets; and under this 
lead will only fall the though's, the ex- 
preſſion, and the numbers. Theſe are 
only the pleaſing part of poetry, which 
may be judged of at a view, and com- 
prehended all at once. And (to expiels 
myſelt like a painter) their colouring en- 
te-tains the ſight, but the lines and life 
of the picture are not to be inſpeeted too 
nariowly. 


This author formed himfelf upon Pe- 


trarch, or rather upon Mai o. His 
thoughts, one may obſerve, in the main, 
are pretty; but oftentimes far-feiched, 
and too often ftrained and ttiffered! to 
make them appear the greater. For 
wen are never fo apt to think a thing 
erent, as when it is odd or wonderful; 
and inconſiderate awhnus would rather 
be admired than underitoo!, This am- 
b tion of ſurpriſing a reader, is the true 
natural caule of al! fultan or bombatt in 
Poetry, 'F'o confirm what I have ſid, 


you nerd but look into bis fult poem of 


the Weeper, where the 24, 4th. 6th, 
141), zit Hanzas are as wblumely dull, as 
the th, 3th, gth, 16th, 19th, 20 h, 
nd 23d ftanz's of the fime copy are ſoft 
ind pleating : and of theſe laſt want ary 
tins, it is an eaſir and more uncttettch 
ey retſion. The remaining thauguts in 
that poem might have heen ſpared, being 
ener but revelitions, or ve y tiivial and 
ein. And by this example io the grit, 
(he may guels at al the tet; to be like 


tas, a mixtiue of tender gertle thoughts” 
zd ſurahie expreſſions; of forced and 


W-xtrcable concerts, and of needic!s 
ers- up to the ret, From all which Ti 
$ 0:4in, this author writ faft, ard t 
"own what came upper moſt. A eader 
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may {kim off the froth, and uſe the clear 
unlerneath : but if he goes too deep will 
mee: with a mouthful of dregs; either 
the top or bottom of him are good for 
little, but what he did in his own, natu- 
ral, middle-way, is beſt. 

To ſpeak ol his numbers, is a little 
difficult, they are fo various and irregular, 
and moſtly Pindaric ; it is evident his 
heroic verſe (the beſt example of whnch 
is his Muhc's Duel) is carelefsly made 
up ; but one may imagine from what it 
now is, that had he taken more cate it 
had been muſical and pleaſing enough, 
not extremely maj. (tic. but ſweet: and, 
the time conſidered of his writing, he 
was (even as incorrect as he is) none of 
the worlt vertificato!s. 

I will juſt obſerve, that the bei pieces 
of this author are a  Paiaphraſe on 


Pfal. xxiii, On Leſſius, Epitaph on Mr. 


Aſhton, Wiſhes to his ſuppoſed Miſtreſs, 
and the Dies Ire. 


LET NR XXXY, 
From the ſame to the ſame. 


Dec. 30, 1710. 

RESUME my old liberty of throwing 
out mylclf upon paper to you, and 
making what. thoughts float upp. rmaſt 
in my head, the ſubjeA of a letter. They 
are at preſent upon laughter, which (tor 
aught I know) may be the cauſe vou 
mig t ſometimes think me 100 remiſs 
a friend, when I was moſt entirely fo; 
for I am never fo inclined io mirth as 


when I am moſt pleaſed and molt caly, 


which is in the company of a friend like 
yourſelf. | 

As the fooling and toying with a miſ- 
treſs is a proof of fondneſs, not diſre- 
(pet, fo is raillery with a friend. I 
know theie are prudes in friendthip, who 
expect diſtance, awe, aud adoration, but 
I know you are not of them; and I for 
my part am no idol-worſhipper, though 
a Papiſt. If I were to addreſs Jupiter 
himſelf in a heathen way, I fancy 1 ſhould 
be apt to take hold of his knee, in a 
familiar manner, if not of his heard like 
Dionyſus; I was juſt going to ſay, of 
his buttons; but 1 think Jopiter wore 
none (however 1 won't be pofitive to 
{o nice acritie as von, but bis robe micht 
be ſubnecte with a hbula), I know 


lone 
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lome philoſophers define laughter, a re- 
commending ourſelves to our own favour, 
by compariſon with the weakneſs of ano- 


ther: but I im ſure I very rarely laugh 


with that view, nor do I believe childien 
have any ſuch conſideration in their heads, 
when they expfeſs thei: pleaſure this * : 
I laugh full as innocently as they, for 
the moſt part, and as fillily. There is a 
difference too betwixt laughing about a 
thing and laughing at a thing; one may 


find the inferior man (to male a kind of 


caſuiftical diſtindtion) pi ovoked to folly 


at the ſight or obſervation of ſome c11- 


cumſtance of a thing, when the thing it- 
ſelf appears ſolemn and avguſt to the ſu- 
perior man, that is, our judgment and 
reaſon. Let an ambaſſador (peak the beſt 
ſenſe in the world, and deport himſelf in 
the moſt gracef 1] manner before a prince, 


| = if the tail of his ſhit happen (as 1 


ave known it ha; pen to a very wife man) 
to hang out behind, more people will 
laugh a! than attend to the other; till 
they recollect themſelves, and then they 


will not have a jot the leſs teſpect for the 


| 8 


miniſter. I muſt corfels the miquity of 
my countenance before you; ſeveral muſ- 
cles of my face ſometimes take inperti- 


nent liberty with my judgment, but then 
my judgment ſoon riſes, and ſets all right 


again about my mouth; and I find I] va- 
lue no man ſo much, as him in whoſe 
Gght I have been playing the fool. I 
cannot be ſub perſona before a man 1 
love; and not to laugh with honefliy, 
when rature prompts, or folly (which is 


more a ſecond nature than any thing I 


know), is but a knaviſh hypocritical way 
of making a maſk of. one's own face. To 
conclude, thoſe that are my friends 1 
laugh with, and thoſe that are not I 
laugh at; fo am meriy in company, and 
if ever | am wiſe, it is all by myſelf, 
You take juſt another courle, and to thoſe 
that are nor your friends, are very civil ; 
and to thoſe that are, very endearing and 
complaiſant ; thus when you and I meet, 


there will be the e et blanditie united 


together in converlation, as they com- 
monly are in a verſe. But without 


laughter on the one de, or compliment 


on the other, I aſſure you I am, with 


real eſt.em, your, &c. 
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LETTER XXXVI. 
Mr. Pope to H. Cromwell, Eſq. 


Nov. 12, 1711, 

RECEIVED the entertainment of your 
letter the day after J had ſent you 
one of mine, and I am but this morning 
returned hither J he news you tell me 
of the many difficulties you found in your 
return from Bath, gives me ſuch a kind 
of pleaſure as we uſually take in accom- 
panying our friends in their mixed ad- 
ventures 5 for, methinks, I ſee you la- 
bouring through all your in conveniencies 
of the rough roads, the hard ſaddle, the 
trotting horſe, and what not? What an 
agreeable (urpriſe would it have wtheen to 
me, to have met you by pure accident 
(which I was within an ace of doing), 
and to have carried you off triumphantiy, 
ſet you on an eaſier pad, and relieved the 
wandering knight with a night's lodging 
and rural repaſt, at our caitle in the fo- 
reſt ? But theſe are only the pleaſing 
imaginations of a diſsppointed lover, who 
mutt ſuffer in a melancholy abſence yet 
theſe two months. In the mean time, I 
take up with the muſes for want of your 
better company; the muſes, gaze nobiſ- 


cum pernoctant, feregrinantur, ruflican- 


tur. Thoſe aerial ladies juſt difcover 
enough to me ot their beauricy to urge my 
purſuit, and draw me on in a wandering 
maze of thought, till in hopes (and only 
in hopes) of attaining thoſe favours from 
them, which they confer on their moe 
happy admirers. We graſp ſome more 


beautiful idea in our own brain, than our 


endeavours to expreſs it can ſet to the view 
of others; and Rill do but libour to fall 
ſhort of our firſt imavination. "The gay 
colovring which fancy gave at the hilt 
tranſicnt plance we had of it, goes off in 
the execution, like thoſe various figures in 
the gilded clouds, which, while we gate 
long upon, to ſeparate the parts of each 
imaginary image, the whole faiuts before 
the eye, and decays into confuſion. 

I am highly pleaſed with the know- 
ledge you give me of Mr. Wycherley's 
preient temper, which ſeems fo favours- 
ble to me. I ſhall ever have ſuch a fund 
of affedtion for him as to be agreeable to 
mytelt when I am fo to him, and carnot 
but be gay when he is in good humov!, 

a5 
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ardon a poetical hmilitude) is clearer 
or gloomier, juſt as the ſun is brighter or 
more over-caſt,-1 ſhould be glad to fee 


the verſes 0 Lintot which you mention, 


for, methinks, ſomething oddly agreea- 


ble may be produced fiom that tubje&.— 


For what remains, I am ſo well, that 
nothing but the aſſurance of your being 
ſo, can make me better; and if you 
would have me live with any ſatisfaction 
theſe dark days in which I cannot ſce you, 
it muſt be by your writing ſometimes to 


your, &c, | 
EET -1--E KR LAX. 


From the ſame to the ſame. 


| Dec. 21, 1711. 

FI have net writ to you ſo ſoon as I 
ought, let my writing now arone for 
the delay; as it will infallibly do, when 
vou know what a ſacrifice I make you 


at this time, and that every moment my 


eyes are. employed upon this paper, they 
are taken off from two of the fineſt faces 


in the univerſe. But indeed it is ſome 


conſolation to me to reflect, that while I 
hut write this period, 1 eſcape ſome hun- 


* dred fatal darts from thoſe unerring eyes, 


2nd abont a thouſand deaths or better. 
Now you, that delight in dying, woul4 
not once have dreamt of an abſent fiierd 
in theſe circumſtances; you that are ſo 
vice an admirer of beauty, or (as a cri- 


tic wovld fay afrer Terence) to elegant 


a ſpeAator of forms; you muſt have a 
ſober diſh of coffee, and a ſolitary candle 
at your fide, to write an epiitle lucubra- 
tory to your friend; whereas | cam do it 
as well with two pair of radia«t lights, 
that outſhine the golden god of day ard 
filver goddefs of night, and all the re- 
fuſgent eyes of the hr mament. You 
fancy now that Sappho's eyes are two of 
theſ- my tapers, but it is no ſuch mattes; 
theſe are eyes that have more perivahon 
jn one glance than all Sappho's oratory 
an geſtere together, let her put her bo- 
dy into what moving poſtures ſhe pleates. 
Indeed, indeed, my friend, you never 
could have found ſo improper a time to 
tempt me with intereſt or ambition; let 
me but have the. reputation of theſe m 
my keeping, ard as for my own, let the 
devil, or let Dennis, take it for ever.— 
How gladly would I give all I am worth, 
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as the ſurface of the earth (if you will 


that is to ſay, = paſtorals, for one of 
them, and my eflay for the other? I 
would lay out all my poetry in love; an 
original for a lady, and a tranſlation for a 
waiting-maid ! Alas! what have I to do 
with Jane Gray, as long as Miſs Molly, 
Miſs Betty, or Miſs Patty are in this 
world ? Shall I write of beauties murder- 
ed long ago, when there are thoſe at 
this inſtant that murder me? I will een 
compoſe my own tragedy, and the poet 
ſhall appear in his own perſon to move 
compaſſion; it will be far more effe&ual 
than Bayes's entering with a rope about 
his neck, and the world will own there 


never was a more miſ-rable object brought 


upon the ſtage. 
Now you that are a critic, pray inform 
me, in what manner I may connect the 


foregoing part of this letter wich that 


which is to follow, according to the 
rules? I would willingly return Mr. Gay 
my thanks for the favour of his poem, 
aud in particular for his kind mention of 
me; I hoped, when I heard a new co- 
medy had met with ſucceſs upon the 
ſtage, that it had been his, to which 1 
really wiſh no leſs; and (had it been any 
way in my power) ſhould have been very 
glad to have contributed to its introduc- 
tion into the world. His veiſes to Lin- 
tot“ have put a whim into my head, 
which you are like to be troubled with in 
the oppoſite page; take it as you find 
it, the production of half an hour the 
other morning. I deſign very ſoon to 
put a taſk of a more ſerious nature upon 
you, in reviewing a piece of mine that 
may better deſerve criticiſn; and by 
that time you have done with it, I ho 
to tell you tn perſon with how much fide- 
lity I am your, &c. 


LETTER XXXVII.. 
Mr. Pope to Sir William Trumbull +. 


4 March 12, 1713. 
"TT HovGH any thing you write is ſure 
to be a pleaſure to me, yet I muſt 
own your laſt letter made me uneaſy : 
you really ufe a fyle of compliment, 
which I expect as little as I deſerve it. I 


® Theſe verſcs are printed in Dr. Swiſt's 
and Pope's Miſcellanies, ; 


+ Secreta!y of State to King William the 
Third. | f 


O oo | know © 
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know it is a common opinion, that a 


young {crib}ler is as ill pleaſed to hear 


uuth as a young lady. From the mo- 
ment one ſets up for an author, one muſt 
be weated as ceremonivuſly, that is, as 
unfaithfully, | 


As a King's favourite, or as 2 King. 


This proceeding, joined to that natural 
vanity which fiſt makes a man an au— 
thor, is certainly enough to render hum 
a coxcomb for lite. But I muſt grant it 
is a jun judgment upon poets, that they, 
whoſe chief pretence is wit, ſhoold he 
treated as they themſelves treat fools, 
this is, be cajoled with praiſes. And, 
I believe, poets ate the only poor fellows 
in the world whom ary body will flatter. 

I would not be thought to ſay this, as 
if the obliging letter you ſent me deſerved 
this imputation, only it put me in mind 
of it; and I fancy one may apply to 
one's friend what Cæſar ſaid of his wife: 
« Tt was not ſufficient that he knew her 
©« to be chaſte himſelf, but ſhe ſhould 
« not be ſo much as ſuſpected.“ 

As to the wonderful diſcoveries, and 
all the good news you are pleaſed to tell 
me of myſelf, I treat it, as you who 
ate in the ſecret treat common news, as 
groundleſs reports of things at a diſtance; 
which I, who look into the true ſprings of 
the affair, in my own breaſt, know to 
have no foundation at all. For fame, 
though it be (as Milton finely calls it) 
the laſt infirmity of noble minds, 1s ſcarce 


ſo ſtrong a temptation as to warrant our 


loſs of time here: it can never make 


us lie down contentedly on a death-bed = 


(as ſome of the ancients are ſaid to have 
done with that thought). You, Sit, have 
yourſelf taught me, that an eaſy ſituation 
at that hour can proceed from no,ambi- 
tion leſs noble than that of an eternal te- 
licity, which is unattainable by the 
ſtrongeſt endeavours - of the wit, but 
may be gained by the ſincete intentions 
of the heart only. As in the next 
world, ſo in this, the only ſolid bletl- 
ings are owing to the guodnels of the 
mind, not the extent of the capacity : 
friendſhip here is an emanation trow the 
ſame ſource as beatitude there ; the ſame 
benevolence and gratetul diſpoſition that 
qualifies us for the one, if extended far- 
ther, makes us paitakers of the other. 
The utmoit point of my defires in my 
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preſent ſtate, terminates in the ſociety 
and good-will of worthy men, which 1 
lock upon as no ill earneſt and foretaſte 
of the ſociety and alliance of happy fouls 
h-reafter. | 5 

The continuance of your favours to me 


is what not only makes me happy, but 


cauſes me to ſet ſome value upon myſelf 
as a part of your care. The inſtances 1 
daily meet with of theſe agreeable 
awakenings of friendſhip are of too pleaſ- 
ing a nature not to be acknowledged 
whenever I think of you, I am your, 


&c. 
LETTER XXXIX. 


From the ſame to the ſame. 


April 30, 1713, 
Have been almoſt every day employ- 
ed in following your advice, and 
amuſing myſelf in painting, in which [ 
am moſt paiticulaily obliged to Mr, 
Jervas, who gives me daily inſtructions 
and examples. As to poetical affairs, 1 
am content at preſent to be a bare looker- 
on, and from a praQutioner turn an ad- 
mirer, which 1s (as the world goes) not 
very uſual. Cato was not ſo much the 
wonder of Rome in his days, as he is of 
Britain in ouis; and though all the fooliſſi 
induftry pofſble has been uſed to make it 
thought a party-play, yet what the au- 
thor once (aid of another may the moſt 
properly in the world be appli:d to him 
on this occaſion: | 
Envy itſclf is dumb, in wonder loſt, 
And !aQtions rwe, who ſhall appiaud him 
molt. 


The numerous and violent claps of the 
whiz-party on the one fide of the thea- 
tre, wrie echoed back by the tories on 
the otter; while the author ſweated be- 
bind the ſcenes with concern to find their 
applauſe proceeding more from the hard 
than the head. This was the caſe too of 
the proſogue-wiiter — who was clapped 
into a ſtaunch whig, at almoſt every two 
lines. I believe you have heard, that 
atter all the applauſes of the oppoſite 
faction, my Lord Bolingb oke ſent for 
Booth, who played Cato, into the box, 
between one of the acts, and preſented 
him with fitty guineas; in acknowledg- 


* Hhimfelf, 


men! 


dect. I. M O D 


ment (as he expreſſed it) for defending 
the cauſe of liberty fo well againſt a per- 
petual dictator. The Whigs are unwill- 
ing to be diſtanced this way, and there- 


fore deſign a preſent to the ſame Cato 


very ſpeedily ; in the mean tine they are 
getting ready as good a ſentence as the 
former on their tide: lo betwixt them, 
it is probable that Cato (as Dr. Garth ex- 
preſſed it) may have fo.nething to live 
upon, alter he dies. : 

am you, &c. 


LETTER XL. 


From the ſame to the ſame. 


Dec, 16, 1715. 

T was one of the enigmas f Pythago- 
ras, „When the winds rite, worthip 

© the Echo.“ A modern writer explains 
this to ſignify, © When popular tumults 
« begin, retire to ſolitudes, or ſuch places 
« where echoes are commonly found, 
rocks, woods, &c.* I am rather of 
opinion it ſhould be interpreted, © When 
„ rumours increaſe, and when there is 
„ abundance of noiſe and clamour, be- 
„ lieve the ſccond report ; This I 
think agrees more exactly with the echo, 


and is the more natural application of, 


the ſymbol. However it be, either of 
theſe precepts is extremely proper to he 
tollowed at this ſeaſon ; and I cannot but 
2pplaud your reſolution of continuing in 
what you call.your cave in the foreſt, this 
winter; and preferring the noiſe of break- 
ing ice to that of breakiug ſtateſmen, 
the rage of ſtorms. to that of parties, the 
tury and ravage 0: floods and tenipelts, 
to the prtcipitancy of (ome and the ruin 
of others, which, I fear, will be our 
daily proſpects in London. 

1 fincere!y with mylelf with you, to 
contemplate the wonders of God in the 
nrmament, rather than the madneſs of 
man on the earth. But I never had ſo 
much cauſe as now 10 complain cf my 
poetical ſtar, that fixes me at this tu- 
multoous time, to atiend the jirgling of 
thymes and the meaſuring of 15 Hables: 
to be almoſt the only trifler in the na- 
tion; and as ridiculous as the poet in Pe- 
tronius, who, while all the reſt in the 
ſhip were either labouring or praying for 
ue, was ſcratching his head in a livle 
dom, to write a fine deſcription of the 
empeſt. ; | 
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Vou tell me, you like the ſound of no 
arms but thoſe of Achilles: for my part, 
I like them as little as any other arms. 
I hited mytelf in the baitles of Homer, 
and I am no ſooner in war, but, like moſt 
other folks, I with my:elt out again. 

1 heartily join with you in wiſhing 
quiet to our native country; quiet in the 
tate, which, like charity in religion, is 
too much che perfection and happireſs of 
either, to be bioken or violated on any 
pretence or proſpe& whatſoever. Fire 
and (word, and fire and faggot, are - 
equally my averſion. I can pray for op- 
poſite parties, and for oppoſite religions, 
with great ſincerity. I think, to be a 
lover of one's country is a glorious elogy, 
but I do not think it ſo great a one as to 
be a lover of mankind, 

| ſometimes celebrate you under theſe 
denominations, and join your health with 
that of the whole woild : a truly catho- 
lic health, which far excels the poor 
narrow-ſpirited, ridiculous healths now 
in faſhion, to this church, or that church. 
Whatever our teachers may fay, they 
mult give us leave at leaſt to wiſh gene- 
1ouſiy. Theſe, dear Sir, are my gene- 
ral diſpoſitions ; but whenever I pray or 
wiſh for particulars, you are one of the 
firlt in the thoughts and affeftions of 

| Your, &c. 


LETTF-E R XII. 
Mr. Pope to the Hon. J. C. Efq. 


June 15, 1711 

Sep you Dennis's rrmarks on the 
Hay“; which equally abound in juſt 
ciiticiims and fine railieries. The few 
obſ-ryations in wy hand in the margins, 
are what a mor>ing's leiſure permitted 
me to make purely tor your perulal, For 
1 am ot opinion that ſuch a critic, as 
you will find him by the latter part of 
his book, is but one way to be properly 
anſwered, and that way I would not take 
after het he informs me in his preface, 
that he is at this time perſecuted by for- 
tune. This I knew not before; if I had, 
his name had been ſpared in the Eſſay, 
for that only reaſon. I cannot conceive 
what ground he has for ſo exceſſive a re- 
ſentment, nur imagine how theſe three 


* On Criticiſm, 


lings 
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lines“ can be called a reflection on his 
perſon, which only deſcribe him ſubject 
a little to anger on ſome occalions, I 
have heard of combatants ſo very fu- 
nous, as to fall down themſelves with 
thai very blow which they defigned to lay 
heavy oh their antagonitts, But if Mr 
Dennis's rage proceeds only frem a zen 
to diſcourage young and ung pe i nced 
writers from ſcribbling, he ſhould frighten 
us with his verſe, not proſe: tor | have 
often known that when all the precepts 
in the world Would not reclaim a finner, 
ſore very fad example has done the bu- 
ſineſs Yer, to give this man his due, 
he has ohjefled to oe or two lines with 
reaſon, and I will alter them i» caſe of 
anothcr edition; I will make my enemy 
do me a kindneſs wheie he meant an in- 


jury, and ſ» ſerve inſtead of a friend.“ 


What he obſcrves at the baitom of page 
20, of his refli tions, was objected to by 
yourſelf, and had been menged but for 
the haſte of the preſs: 1 confeſs it what 
the Engl ſh call a Boll, in the expreſſion, 


though the fenſe be maniteſt enough: 


Mr. Dennis's bulls are ſeldom in the 
expreſſion, they are generally in the 
ſenſe. 

I ſhall certainly never make the leaſt 
reply to him; not ovly becauſe you ad- 
vile me, but becauſe I have ever been of 
opinion, that, if a book cannot anſwer 
for itſelf to the public, it is to no ſort 
of purpoſe for its author to do it. If ! 
am wrong in any ſentiment of that E- 
ſay, 1 protett üncerely, 1 do not deſire 
all the world ſhould be deceived (which 
would be of very ul conſequence), me: e- 
ly that I myſelf may be thought right 
(which is of very little conſequence), 1 
would be the firit to recant, for the be. 
nefit of others, and the glory of myſelf ; 
for (as I take it) when a man owns him- 
ſelf ro have been in an error, he does 
but tell you in other words, that he is 
| wiſer than he was. But I have had an 
advantage by the publiſhing that book, 
which otherwiſe J ſhould never have 
known; it has been the eccaſion of mak- 
ing me friends and open abettors, of ſe- 
veral gentlemen of known ſenſe and wit; 
and of proving te me, what I have till 
now doubted, that my writings are taken 
fome notice of by the world, or 1 


But Appius reddens at each word you ſpeak, - 
And fares tremendous with a threat'ning 


eye, 
Like ſome fierce tyrant in old tapeſtry 


- 
= 
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ſhould never be attacked thus in parti- 
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cular. I have read, that it was a cuſtom 
among the Romans, while a general 
rode in triumph, to have the common 
ſoldiers in the ſtreets That failed at him 
and reproached him; to pus him in mind, 
that though his ſervices were in the main 
approved and rewarded, yet he had faults 
enough to keep him humble. 

You will fee by this, that whoever 
ſets up tor a wit in theſe days ought to 
have the conſtancy of a primitive chiiſ- 
tian, and be prepared to ſuffer martyr- 
dom in the cau'e of it. But ſure this is 
the firit time that a wit was attacked tor 
his religion. as you will find I am 
moſt zeslouſly in this "Yreatife ; and you 
know, Sir, what alarms | have had from 
the oppoſite ſide ® on this account. Have 
I not realon 10 cry out wich the poor fellow 
in Virgil, 

Quid jam mi ere mihi derique reflat ® 
Cit neque apud Danaos uſquam locus, et ſuper ipſ 
Dardanide inferfi fpernas cum ſanguine polcunt ! 

It- is huwever my happineſs that you, 
Sir, are impartial. | 

Jove was alike to Latian and to Phrygien, 
For you well know, that wit's of no religion 


The manner in which Mr. D. takes 
to pieces ſeveral particular lines, de- 
tached from their natural places, may 
ſhew how eaſy it is to a caviller io give 
a new ſenſe, or a new nonſenle, to any 
thing. And indeed his conſtructions ate 
not more wretted from the genuine mean- 
ing, than theirs who objected to the he- 
terodox parts, as they called them. 

Our friend the Abbé is not of that 
ſort, who with the utmoſt candour and 
freedom has modeſtiy told me what 
others thought, and (ſhewn himſelf one 
(is he very well expreſſes it) rather of 
a number than a party. The only dit- 
ference between us, in relation to the 
monks, is, that he thinks moſt ſorts of 
learving flouriſhed among them, and [ 
am of opinion, that only ſome fort of 
learning was barely kept alive by them; 
he believes that in the moſt natural a'd 
obvious ſenſe, that line (A ſecond deluge 
learning over-run) will be urderſtood of 
learning in general; and I fancy it will 
be unde: fto0d- only (as it is meant) of 
polite learning, criticiſm, poetry, &c, 
which is the only learning concerned in 
the ſubj-& of the Eſſay. It is true, that 


* See the enſuing letter. 
C the 


Sect. I. 


the monks did preſerve what learning 


« there was, about Nicholas the fifth's 


time ; but thoſe who ſucceeded fell into 


the depth of barbariſm, or at leatt ſtood 


at a ſtay while others aroſe from thence ; 
in ſo much that even Eraſmus and Reuch- 
lin could hardly laugh them out of it. 
I am highly obliged to the Abbe's zeal in 
my commendation, and goodnels in not 
concealing what he thinks my error. 
And his teſtitying ſome eſlcem for the 
book juſt at a time when his brethren 
raiſed a clamour'agaioſt it, is an initance 
of great generolity End candour, which [ 
ſhall ever acknowledge. Your, &c. 


LETTER XLII. 
Mr. Poje to the Hon. J. C. Efq. 


June 18, 1711, 

your laſt you informed ne of the 
miſtaken zeal of (ume people, who 
ſeem to make it no leſs their bulineſs to 
perluade men they are erroneous, than 
docto:s du that they are fick; only that 
they may magnify their own cure, and 
tiivinph over an imaginary diſtemper. 


The ſimile objeRed to in my Effay, 


(Thus wit, like faith, by each man is apply“ 
To one [mall ſect, and all are damn'd beſide,) 


plainly concludes at this ſecond line, 
where ſtands a full ſtop: and what fol- 
lows ( Meanly they ſeek, &c.) ſpeaks only 
of wit (which is meant by that bleſſing, 
and that fun); for how can the fun of 
faith be ſaid to ſublime the ſouthern wits, 
and to ripen the genivſes of northern 
climates? J fear, theſe gentlemen under- 
Rind grammar as little as they do cilti- 
ciſm: and, perhaps, out of good na- 
tune to the monks, are, willing to take 
from them the cenſure of ignorance, and 
to have it to themſelves. Ihe word they 
refers (as | am ſure I meant, and as | 
thought every one muſt have known) to 
thoſe critics there ſpoken of, who are 
partial to ſome particular ſet of writers, 
to the prejudice of all others. And the 
very ſmile itſelf, if twice cead, may 
convince them, that the cenſure here of 


. damning, lies not on our church at all, 


unlefs they call our church one ſmall ſect: 
and the cautious words (by each man) ma- 
niſeftly ſhew it a general reflection on all 
ſuch (whoever they are) who entertain 
thoſe narrow and limited notions of the 
me:cy of the Almighty; which the re- 
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formed miniſters and preſbyterians are as 


uilty of as an e hving, 
Yer after 1 you, Sir, if 
the alteration of a word or two will gra- 
tify any man of ſound faith, though weak 
underftanding, . I will (though it were 
from no other principle than that of com 
mon good-nature) comply with it. And 
it you pleaſe but to particularize the ſport 
where their objection lies (for it is in a 
very narrow compaſs), that ſtumoliog- 
block, though it be but a little pebble, 
ſnall be removed out of their way. If 
the heat of theſe good diſputants ( who, 
I am afraid, being bred up to ran 
gle in the ſchools, cannot get rid of the 
tumour all their lives) ſhould proceed fo 
tar as to perſonal reflections upon me, I 
aſſure you, notwithſtanding, 1 w:ll do or 
ſay nothing, however provoked (for ſome 
pe ple can no more provoke than oblige}, 
that is unbecoming the true character of 
a catholic, I will ſet before me the 
example of that great man, and great 


tar, Eraſmus; who in the midft of 


calumny proceeded with all the calmneſs 
of innocence, and the unreyenging ſpirit 
of primitive chriſtianity. However, I 
would adviſe them to ſuffer the mention 
of bim to paſs unregaided, leſt I ſhould 
be forced to do that for his reputation 
which 1 would never do for my own; 
1 mean, to vindicate ſo great a light of 
our church from the malice of paſt times, 
and the ignorance of the preſent, in a 
language which may extend farther than 
that in which the trifle about criticiſm is 
written. I wiſh theſe gentlemen would be 
contented with finding fault with me only, 
who will ſubmit to them right or wrong, 
as far as I only am concerved; I have 
a gicater regard to the quiet of mankind 
than to diſturb it for things of ſo little 
conſequence as my credit and my ſenſe, 
A little humility can do a poet no hurt, 
and a little charity would do a prieſt 
none: for, as St, Auſtin finely fays, 
Ub; charitas, ibi humilitas ; ub: humilitas, 
ibi pax. Your, &c. 


LETTER XL 


From the fame to the ſame. 


July 19, 171m. 

He concern which you more than ſeem 

to he affected with for my reputation, 

by the ſeveral accounts you have ſo obli- 
gingly given of what rep -rts aad cenſures 
the 
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the holy Vandals have thought-fit to paſs 


upon me, makes me deſirous of telling ſo 
good a friend my whole thoughts of this 
matter; and of ſetting before you, in a 
| clear light, the true ſtate of it, 

1 have ever b-lieved the beſt piece of 
ſervice one could do to our religion, was 
_ openly to expreſs our deteſtation and ſcorn 
of all thoſe mean artifices and pre fraudes, 
which it ſtacds ſo little in need of, and 
which have laid it under fo great a ſcan- 
dal among its enemies. 

Nothing has been ſo much a ſcarecrow 
to them, as that too peremptory and un- 
charitable aſſertion of an utier impoſſibi- 


lity of ſalvation to all but ourſelves: in- 


vincible ignorance excepted, which in- 
deed ſome people define under fo great 
limitations, and with ſuch excluſions, that 
it ſeems as if that word were rathe: in- 
vented as a ſalvo, or expedient, not to 
be thought too bold with the thunder- 
| bolts of God (which are hurled about fo 
freely on almoit all mankind by the hands 
of ecclefiaſtics), than as a real excep- 
tion to almolt univerſal damnation. For 
beſides the ſmall number of the truly 
faithful in our church, we mult again 
ſubdivide ; the Janſeniſt is damned by the 
Jeſuit, the Jeſuit by the Janſenilt, the 
Scotiſt by the Thomult, and ſo forth. 

There may be errors, I grant, but I 
cannot think them of tuch contequence as 
to deſtroy utterly the charity of mankind ; 
the very greateſt bond in which we are 
engaged by God to one another: there- 
fore, I own to you, I was glail of an 
opportunity to expreſs my diſlike of ſo 
ſhocking a (ſentiment as thole of the te- 
ligion 1 profeſs aie commonly charged 
with ; and I hoped, a flight infinuation, 
introduced fo eaſily by a catual timilitude 
only, could vever have given offence ; 
but on the contrary mult needs have done 
good, in a nation and time, wheitin we 
are the ſmaller party, and conſequently 
moſt miſrepreſented, and moſt in need of 
vindication. 

For the ſame reaſon, I took oecaſion to 
mention the ſuperſtition of ſome ages 
after the ſubverhon of the Roman em- 
pire, which is too manifeſt a truth to be 
denied, and does in no foi t reflect upon 
the preſent profeſſors of our {aith, who 
are- free from it. Our hlence in theſe 
points may, with ſume reaſon, make our 
adverſaries think we allow and perſiſt in 
thoſe bigotries ; which yet in reality all 
good and ſenſible men deſpiſe, though they 
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are perſuaded not to ſpeak againſt them, 


I cannot tell why, ſince now it is no way 
the intereſt even ot the worlt of our prieſt. 
hood (as it might have heen then) to have 
them ſmothered in filence ; for, as the 


oppoſite ſects are now p:evailing, it is too 


late to hinder our church from being ſlan- 
dered ; it is our bufinefs now to vindicate 
ourlelves from being thought abettors of 
what they charge us with. This cannot 
lo well be brought about with ſerious 
faces ; we muſt laugh with them at what 
deſerves it, or be content to be laughed 
at, with luch as deſerve it. 

As to parnculars ; you cannot but have 
obſerved, that at firſt the whole objection 
againſt the a-ile of wit and faith lay to 
the word they: when that was beyond 
contradiftion removed (the very grammar 
ſerving to confute them), then the objec- 
tion was againſt the Gmile itſelf; or if 
that hmile will not be objected to (ſenſe 
and common realun being indeed a little 
ſtubborn, and not apt to give way to eve- 
ry body), next the mention of ſuperſti- 
tio muſt become a crime; as if religion 
and fhe were ſiſters, or that it were ſcan- 
dal upon the family of Chriſt, to fay a 
word againſt the devil's baſtard. Af, - 
wards, more miſchief is ditcevered in a 
place that ſeemed innocent at firſt, the 
two lines about ſchiſmatics. An ordi- 
nary man would imagine the author plain- 
ly declared againſt thoſe ſchiſmatics, for 
quitting the true faith out of a contempt 
of the underttanding of ſome few of its be- 
lievers: but theſe believers are called dull, 
and becauſe I ſay that thoſe ſchiſmatics 
thimk lome believers dull, therefore theſe 


. Charitable interpreters of my meaning will 


have it that I think all believers dull. I 
was lately telling Mr. * * theſe objec- 
tions: who aſſured me, I had ſaid nothing 
which a catholic need to diſown; and I 
have cauſe to know that gentleman's fault 
(if he has avy) is not want of zeal; he 
pu: a notion into my head, which, I con- 
feſs, I cannot but acquieſce in; that when 
a (et of people ate piqued at any truth 
which they. think to their own diladvan- 
tage, their method of revenge on the 
truth-ſpeaker is to attack his reputation 
a by- way, and not openly io obje& to the 
place they are really galled by: what 


theſe therefore (in his opinion) are in 


earneſt angry at, is, that Eraſmus, whom 
their tribe oppreſſed and perſecuted, 
ſhould be vindicated after an age of oblo- 
quy by one of their own people, willing 
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to utter an honeſt truth in behalf of the 
dead, whom ne man ſure will flatter, and 
to whom few will do juſtice. Others, 
you know, were as angry that I meniion- 
ed Mr. Walſh with honour; who as he 
never refuſed to any one of merit of any 
party the praiſe due to him, fo honeſtly 
deſerved it from alÞ others; though of 
ever ſo different intereſts or ſentiments. 
May I be ever guilty of this fort f liber- 


ty, and latitude of principle! which vives 


us the hardineſs of ſpeaking well of thoſe 
whom envy oppreſſes even after death, 
As I «ould always fpeak well of my liv- 
ng triends when they are abſent, nay be- 
cauſe they ale abſent, ſo would I much 
more of the dead, in that eternal abience ; 
and the rather becauſe I expect no thanks 
for it. 

Thus, Sir, you ſee I do in my conſci- 
ence perſiſt in what I have written; yet 
in my friendſhip I will recant and alter 
whatever you pleaſe, in caſe of a ſecond 
. edition (which | think the book will not 
o ſoon arrive at, for Tonſon's printer 
told me he diew off a thouland copies in 
this firſt impreſſion, ard, I fancy, a wea- 
tiſe of this nature, which not one gentle- 
man in threeicore even of a liberal educa- 
tion can underſtand, can hardly exceed 
the vent of that number). You ſhall find 
me a true Trojan in my faith and friend- 
(lip, in both which I will perſevere to 
the end, Your, &c. wh 


LET T EK. XLIY: 
Mr. Pope to Lord Lanſdown. 


Biakeld, Jan. 10, 1712, 

[ THANK you for having given my poem 
of Windſor Forett its greateſt orna- 
ment, that of beari: g your name in the 
iront of it, It is one thing when a per- 
lon of irve merit permits us to have the 
honour of drawing him as like as we can; 
aud another, when we make a nie thing 
at random, and perſuade the next vain 
creature we can findethat it is his oven 
'encſs; Which is the caſe eve y dav of 
my tellow-{cribblers. Yet, my 1.ord, this 
honour has given me vo more pride than 
your honours have given you ; hut it af- 
torqs me a great deal of pleaſure, which 
's much better than a great deal of prile; 
and it indeed would give me ſome pain, 
if | was not ſure of ore advantage; that 
whereas others ar- offended if hey have 
dot more than juſtice done them, you 


— 
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would be diſpleaſed if you had ſo much: 

therefore I may ſafely do you as much in- 
jury in my word, as you do yourſelf in 
your own thoughts 1 am fo vain as to 
think I have ſnewu you a favour, in ſpar- 
ing your morteſty, and you cannot but 
make me ſome return for prejudicing the 
tru:h to gratify you: this I beg may be 
the fee correction of theſe verſes, which 
will have tew beauties, but what may be 
made by your bluts I am ia thecircum- 
ſtance of an ordinary painter drawing Sir 
Godtiey Kneller, who by a few touches 
of his own could make the piece very va- 
luable. I might then hope, that many 
years hence the world might read, in 

conjunction with your name, that of | 


Your Lordſhip's, &c. 


LET FER ILY. 
Mr. Pope to the Hon. I. C. Eſq. 


| May 28, 1712, 

JT is not only the diſpoſition I always 

have of converfing with you, that 

makes me fo ſpeedily anſwer your obli- 

ging letter, but the apprehenſion left 
your charitable intent of writing to m 

Lady A. on Mrs. W.'s affair ſhould be 


fruſtrated by the ſhort ſtay ſhe makes 


there. She went thither on the. 25th with 
that mixture of expeRation and anxiety, 
with which people uſually go into un- 
known or half-diſcovered countries, ut- 
terly igno ant of the diſpoſitions of the 
inhabitants, and the treatment they are 
to meet with "The unfortunate of all 
people are the molt unfir to be left alone; 
yet, we ſee, the world generally takes 
care they ſhall be ſo; whereas, if we 
took a conſiderate proſpect of the world, 
the butineſs and ſtudy of the happy and 
eaſy ſhould be, to divert and humour, as 
well as comfort and pity, the diſtreſſed, 
cannot therefote excule ſome near allies 
of mine for their conduct of late towards 
this lady, which has given me a great 
deal of anger as weil as forruw: all 1 
ſhall ſiy to you of them at preſent is, 
that they have uot been my relations theſe 
two 011ths. The conſent of opinions in 
our minds, is certainly a nearer tie than 
can be contrafted by al! the blood in our 
bodies, and I am proud of finding 1 have 
ſamethiag congental with you Will you 


permit me to _cuntels to you, that all 
the favours and kind offices you have 


ſhewa 


— 
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ſhewn towards me, have not fo ſtrongly 
cemented me yours, as the diſcovery 
of that generous and manly compaſſion 
manifeſted in the caſe of this unhap y 
dy? I am afraid to infinvate to you how 
much I eſteem you: flatterers have tal:en 
up the ftyle which was once peculiar to 
friends, and an honeft man has now no 
way left to expreſs himfelf beſides the 


common one of kraves: fo that true 


friends now-a-days differ in their addrels 
from flatte:ers, much as Tight maſtiffs do 
frem ſpaniels, and ſhow themſelves by a 
dumb ſurly fort of fidelity, rather than hy 
a complaiſant and open kindneſs.— Will 

ou never leave commending my poetry ? 

n fair truth, Sir, I like it but too well 


myſelf already: expoſe me no more, [ 


beg you, to the great danger of vanity 
(the rock of all men, but moſt of young 
men), and be kindly content for the tu- 
ture, when you would pleaſe me tho- 
roughly, to ſay only you like what I 
write. Your, &c. | 


LETTER XLVI. 


Mr. Pope to the Hen. J. C. Eſq. 

Dee. 4, 1972, 
You have. at length complied with the 

requeſt J have often made you, for 
you have ſhown me, I mult confeis, ſe- 
veral of my faults in the fight of thoſe 
letters. Upon a review of them, I find 
many things that would give me ſhame, 
if J were not more deſirous to be thought 
honeſt than prudent; fo many things 
freely thrown out, ſuch lengths of unre- 
ſerved friendſhip, thoughts Juſt warm 
from the brain wrhout any poliſhing or 
dreſs, the very diſhabille of the under- 


ſtanding. You have proved vourſelf more 


tender of another's embryos, than the 
fondeſt mothers ave of their own, for you 
have preſerved every thing that I miſe u- 
ried of. Since I know this, I thal] in one 
re ſpect he more afraid of wing to you 


than ever, at this careleſs rate, becauſe 


I fee my evil works may again riſe in 
jadement againſt we; yrt in another 
reſpect I ſhall be leſs afraid, ſinet this 
has given me ſuch a proof of the extreme 


ipdulgence you afford to my ſlichteſt 


thoughts. The reviſal of theſe Jeners has 
been a kind of examination of con- 
ſcience to me; fo faiily and faithfully 
have I ſet down in them from time to 
time the true and undiſgviſed Rate of my 


mind. But I find that theſe, which were 
intended as ſketches of my friendſhip, 
give as imperte&t images of it, as the 


little landſcapes we comm-nly fee in black 


and white do of a beautiful country; they 
can repreſent but a very ſmall part of it, 
and that deprived of the life and Juftre of 
nature, I perceive that the more | en- 
deavoured to render manifeſt the real af. 
fection and value I ever had for you, ] 
did but injure it by repreſenting leſs and 
leſs of it: as glaſſes which are deſigned 


to make an object very clear, generally | 


contract it. Yet as when people have a 
full. idea of a thing firſt upon their own 


knowledge, the leaſt traces of it ſerve to 


refreſh the. remembrance, and are not 
diſpleaſing on that ſcore ; ſo I hope, the 
foreknowledge you had of my eſteem for 
you, is the reaſon that you do not diſlike 
my letters. 


They will not be of any great ſervice ' 


(I find) in the defign I mentioned to you: 


| I believe I had better ſteal from a richer 


man, and plunder your letters (which 1 
have kept as carefully as I would letters 
patents, ſince they entitle me to what 1 
more value than titles of honow), You 


have ſome cauſe to apprehend this vſage 


from me, if what ſome ſay be true, that 
am a great borrower ; however, I have 
hitherto had the luck that none of my 
creditors have challenged me for it: ard 
thoſe who ſay it are ſuch, whoſe writings 
no man ever borrowed from, lo have the 
leaſt reaſon to complain; aud whoſe wor ks 
are granted on all hands to be but too 
much their own, Another has been 
pleaſed to declare, that my verſes ae 
corredted by other men: I verily believe 
theirs were never corrected by any man: 
but indeed if mine have not, it was not 
my fault; I have endeavoured iny utmoſt 
that they ſhould. But thele things are 
only whiſpered. and 1 wi'l not encrozch 
upon Bayes's province and fen whiſpers, 
ſo haſten to conc|ude, Your, &c. 


| LS T7 8 XLVIL- 
Mr. Pofe to General Anthouy Hamilton“ 


Upon his having tranſlated into French verſe 
the Eſay on Criticiſm. 

Oct. 10, 1713. 

F I, could as well expreſs, or (if you 

will allow me to ſay it) tranſlate the 


* Author of the Memoirs of che Crust dt 
Grommont, Cantat, and other pieces of Bot? 


in French. 4 
ſentl- 


Book Ill. 
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fon of my Eſſay ; I 
pear the beſt wiiter in the world, but, 
what I much more deſire to be thought, 
the moſt your ſervant of any man living. 
It is an advantage very rarely known, to 
receive at once a 2 honour and a great 
improvement. This, Sir, you have af- 
forded me, having at the ſame time made 
others take my ſenſe, and taught me to 


- underſtand my own ; if I may call that 


my own which is indeed more properly 
yours. Your verſes are no more a 


tranſlation of mine, than Virgil's are 


of Homer's ; but are, like his, the 
juſteſt imitation, and the nobleſt com- 
mentary. : 

In putting me into a French dreſs, you 
have not only adorned my outſide, but 
mended my ſhipe; and, if I am now a 
good figure, I muſt conſider you have 
naturalized me into a country which is 
famous for making every man a fine 
gentleman. It is by your means, that 
(contrary to moſt young travellers) 1 
am come back much better than I went 
our, 

I cannot but wiſh we had a, hill of 
commerce for tranſlation eſtabl:ſh:d the 
next parliament; we could not fail of 
being gainers by that, nor of making 

ufelves amends for any thing we have 
25 by the war, Nay, though we ſhould 
inſiſt upon the demoliſhing of Boileau's 
wo:ks, the French, as long as they have 
writers of your form, might have as good 
an equivalent, 

Upon the whole, I am really as proud, 
as our miniſters ought to be, of the terms 
I have gained from abroad; and I deſign, 
like them, 10 publiſh ſpeedily to the world 
the benefits accruing from them ; for 1 
cannot reſiſt the temptation of printing 
your admirable tran(lation here“; to 
which if you will be ſo obliging to give 
me leave to prefix your name, it will 
be the only addition you can make 
to the honour already done me. I am 
your, &c. 


* This was never done, for the two print- 
ed French verſions are n-1ther of this hand, 
Th on- was done by Monſieur Roboton, 
p vate ſecretary to King George the hill, 
p' nt-d in quarto at Amfter lam, and at 
Loo.'on 19179. The other by the Abbe 


Rein |, in oCtavs, with a large preface and 


notce, at Paris, 1930. 


ould not only ap- 
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ſentiments of my heart, as you have done 
thofe of my head, in your excellent ver- 


LETTER XLVIL 
Mr. Steele to Mr. Pope. 


June 1, 1912+ 

] an at a ſolitode, an houſe between 

Hampſtead and London, wherein Sir 
Charles Sedley died. This ci:cumttance 
ſet me a thinking and ruminating upon 
the employments, in which men of wit 
exercile themſelves, It was ſaid of Sir 
Charles, who breathed his laſt in this 
room, 

Se dle y has that prevailing gentle art, 
Which can with a rehſtleſs charm impart 
The looſeſt wiſhes to the chaſteſt heart; 
Raiſe ſuch a conflict, kindle ſuch a fire 
Between declining Virtue and Deſire, 


Till the poor vanquiſh'd maid ditlolves 
away 


la dreams all aight, in ſighs and tears all 
day. 
This was a happy talent to a man of the 
town; but, I dare ſay, without pretum- 
ing to make uacharitable conjectures on 
the author's preſent condition, he would 
rather have had it ſaid of him that he 
had prayed, 
Oh thou my voice inſpire, 

Who touch'4 Ifaiah's hallow'e lips with fire! 

I have turned to every verſe and chap- 
ter, and think yon have preſerved the 
ſublime heavenly ſpirit throughout the 
whole, eſpecially 3t——Hark a glad vc 
and The lamb with wolves ſhall graze. 
J'here is but ene line which I think is 
below the original, > 

H- wipes the tears for ever from our eyes. 

You have expreſſed it with a good and 
pious, but nut fo exalted and poetical a 


ſpirit as the prophet, . The Lord God 


© will wipe away tears from off all faces.“ 
If you agree with me in this, alter it by - 
way of paraphraſe or otherwiſe, that 
when jt comes into a volume it may he 
amended, Your poem is already better 
than the Polliv. I am your, &c, | 


LETTER XUX, 
Mr Pope to Mr. Steele, 


lune 18, 1712. 
n have obliged me with a very kind 
letter, by which 1 find you ſhift the 
iccne uf your lite trom the town to the 
country, and evj'y that mised fate 
which wiſe men both «4c!ight in, and are 
qualified for. Methinks the moralifts 
and philoſophers have generally run too 
Ppp much 
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much into extiemes in commending en- 
tirely either ſolitude, or public life In 
the 3 men for the molt part grow 
uſeleſs by too much reſt, and in the lat- 
ter are deſtroyed by too much precipita- 
tion; as waters, lying ſtill, putrify, and 
are good for nothing; and running vio- 
lently on, do but the more miſchief in 
their paſſage to others, and are ſwallowed 
up and loſt the ſooner themſelves. "Thoſe 
indeed who can be uſeful to all ſtates, 
ſhould be like gentle ſtreams, that not 
only glide through lonely valleys and 
foreſts, amidſt the flocks and the ſhep- 
herds, but viſit pop!:lous towns in their 
courſe, and are at once of ornament and 
ſervice to them, But there are another 


| fort of people who frem deligned for 


ſolitude, ſuch, I mean, as have more to 
hide than to ſhow. As for my own part, 
I am one of thoſe whom Seneca lays, 
Tam umbratiles ſunt, ut putent in turbido 
eſſe, quicquid in luce i. Some men, like 
| tome pictures, ae firter for a corner than 
a full light; and, I believe, ſuch as have 
a natural bent to ſolitude (to carry on the 
former fimilitude) are like water's, which 
may be foiced into fuuntains, andexalted 
into a great height, may make a noble 
figure and a louder nuiſe ; but after all 
they would run more (moo hly, quietly, 
and plentifully, in their own natural 
courſe upon the ground“. The conſi- 
deration of this would make me very 
well contented with the poſi thon only of 
that quiet which Cowley calls the com- 
panion of obſcurity. But whoever has the 
Muſes too for his companions, can never 
be idle enough to be unealy. Thus, 
Sir, you ſee, I would flatter myſelf into 
a good opinion of my own way of living, 
Plutarch juit now told me, that it is in 
human life, as in a game at tables, wheie 
a man may with for the higheſt caſt ; but, 
if his chance be otherwiſe, he 1s cen to 
ptay it as well as he can, and to make 
the beſt of it 1 am your, &c. 


LETTER: L. 
Mr. Pope to Mr. Stecie. | 


. July z. 176. 


Ou formerly obſerved to me, thut vo- 


thing made a more ridiculous figure 


* The ſore goias fimilitades our author had 
put mto verlc foine ye: 18 betore, and inferte') 


into Mr. Wycherl-y's poem on Aid Life, 


Book III. 


EF 
in a man's life, than the oiſparity we 


often find in him fick and well: thus 
one of an unfortunate conſtitution is per- 


petually exhibiting a miſerable example 
of the weakneſs of his mind, and of his 
body, in their turns, I have had fre- 
quent opportunities of late to conſider 
myſelf in theſe different views, and, I 
hope, have received ſome advantage by 
it, if what Waller ſays be true, that 

The foul's dark cottage, batter'd and decay'd, 
Lets in new light thro? chinks that time has 

made. | ? 

Then ſurely ſickneſs, contributing no leſs 
than old age to the. ſhaking down this 
icaffolding of the body, may diſcover the 
wward future more plainly. Sickneſs 
is a fort of early old age: it teaches us a 
diftdence in our earthly ſtate, and in- 
ſpires us with the thoughts of a future, 
better than a thouſand volumes of philo- 
ſophers and divines. It gives ſo warn- 
ing a concuſhon to thoſe props of our va- 
nity, our flrength and youth, that we 
think of fortitying ourſelves within, when 
there is ſo little dependence upon our 
outworks, Youth, at the very teſt, is 
but a betrayer of human life in a gentler 
and {moother manner than age : it is like 
a ſtream that nourithes a plant upon a 
bank, and cauſes it to flouriſh and bloſ- 
ſom to the fight, but at the fame time is 
undermining it at the root in ſecret. My 
youth has dealt more fai:ly and openly 
with me; it has afforded ſeveral pioſpects 
of my danger, and given me an advan- 
tage rot very common to young men, 
that the attradions of the world have not 
dazzled me very much; and I begin, 
where n.oft prople end, with a full con- 
viction of the emptineſs of all forts of 
ambition, and the unſatisfaftory nature 
of all human pleaſures. When a ſmart _ 
fit of ſickneis tells me this ſcurvy tene- 
ment of my body will fall in a little time, 
1 am even as unconcerred as was that 
hoveſt Hibernian, who being in bed in 
the great erin fe me years ag, and told 
the houſe wonld tumble over his head, 
mace anfwer, What care I for the houſe ? 
I am only a lod;er, I fancy it is the beſt 
time to die when one is in the beft hu- 
mon z ard to exceflively weak as I now 
am, | may (ay with conſcience, that I am 
no! 1t al! uneaiy at the thought, that 
many men, whom I never had any eſteem 


We ind them inthe verſificaticn ver; e iſtinct 

frum th rei! of that poem. Se h x poſthu- 
C - 1 Ry” 

mous work , odavo, pag- 3 and 4. CM 

ſor, 


7 


me. 
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of, are likely to enjoy this world after 
When 1 reflect what an inconſider- 
able little atom every ſingle man is, with 
reſpe&t to the whole c.eation, methinks 
it 15 a ſhame to be concerned at the re- 
moval of ſuch a trivial animal as F am. 
The morning after my exit, the tun will 
riſe as bright as ever, th- flowers fmcll 
as [weet, the plants ſpring as green, the 
world will proceed in its own courie, peo. 
ple will laugh as heartily, and many as 
fait, as they were uſed to do. Ihe me- 
- mory of min (as it is elegantly ex, reſſed 
in the Book of Wiſdom) palleth away as 
the remembrance of a gueſt that tarrieth 
hut one day, There are realons enough, 
in the fourth chapter ot the fame book, 
to make any young man contented with 
the proſpect of. death, “ For honour- 
« ahle age is not that which ſtandeth in 
« length of time, or is meaſu ed by 
« number of years. But wiſdom is the 
« prey hai to men, and an unſported 
„lite is old age. tHe was taken away 
© ſpeedily, leit wickedneſs ſhould alter 
© his underſtanding, or deceit beguile his 
« ſoul,” &c. Iam your, &c, 


— 


r 


From the ſame to the ſame. 


| Nov. 7, 1912. 
Was the other day in company with 
five or ſix men of ſome learning ; 

where chancing to mention the famyus 

verſes which the emperor Adrian tpoke 
on his death-bed, they were all agced 
that it was a piece of gaiety unworthy of 

that prince in thoſe circumſtances. 1 

could not but differ from this o-1mon : 

methinks it was by no means a gay, but 

a very ſerious ſoliloquy to his foul a! the 

point of his departure; in which ſenſe I 

naturally took the verſes at my firſt read- 

ing them, when I was very young, and 
betore I knew what interpretation the 
worl.} generally put upon them. 


Animula vaguln, Gland ala, 
II et come que corperit, 
DV nunc abibis in loca ? 
Fallidula, rigida, nudula, 
Nec (ut jeles ) dabis jeca ! 


re 


Alas, my ſoul ! thou pleaſing compx- 
nion of this body, thou fleeting thing 
tat art now deſerting it! whither art 


tr 
10 
10 


ec 


al tirmbling, fearful, and penfave ! 


thou flying? to what unknown ſcene ? | 
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„hat now is become of thy former wit 
and humour? thou ſhalt jeſt and be 
gay no more.” 

I confeſs I cannot apprehend where lies 
the trifling in all this; it is the moſt na- 
tual and obvious refletion 1maginable to 
a dying man: and if we coulider the 


.emperor. was a heathen, that doubt con- 


ce:ning the future ſtate of his foul will 
leem lo far from being the eff-& of want 
of thought, that it was fcarce reaſonahle 
he ſhould think otherwite ; not to men- 
tion that here is a plam confeſſion in- 


cludled of his belief in is immortality. 


The ciminutive epithets of wagula, blan- 
dula, and the reſt, appear not to me as 
expreſſions of levity, but rather of en- 
dearment and concern; ſuch as we find 
in Catull»s, and the authors of Hendeca- 
Hllabi after him, where they are uſed to 
expreſs the uitmolt love and terdernets 
for their miſtseſſes.—If you think me 


right in my notion of the laſt words of 


Aar 'n, be pleated to inſert it in the 
Spec. tor: if not, to ſuppreſs it, 1 
am, &c. 


ADRIANI morientis ad ANIMAM, 
TRANSLATED. 


Ah fleeting ſpirit ! wand"cing fire, 
That long bait warm? my tender breait, 
Muit thou no more this frame inipire ? | 
No moe a pleaſing cheertul guelt ? 


Whither, ah whither art thou flying ? 
To what dark, und ſcovet'd more? 
Thou ſcem'd all tzembling,ſhiv'ring, dy ns, 
And wit and humour 4.c no more ! 


LETTER LI. 
Mr, Steele to Mr. Poſe. 


Nov. 12, 1712. 
Have read over your Temple ef 
Fame twice, and cannot find any 

thing amiſs, of weight enough to call a 

fault, but fe 1a it a thouſand thouſand 

beauties. Mr. Addiſon ſhall fee it to- 
morrow : after his peruſil of it, I will 
let you know his thoughts, I defir* you 
would let me know whether you are at 

leifure or not? | have a deſign which 1 

ſhall open a month or two hence, with 

the aſſidance of the few like yourſelf, If 
your thoughts are unen aged, I ſhall 
explain aiyſelt further, I an your, &:. 


LETTER 
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LETTER III. 
Mr. Pope to Mr. Steele. 


| Nov. 16, 1912, 
Oo oblige me by the mdulgence you 
nav ſhewn to the poem [ ſent you, 
bur will oblige me much more by the 
kind ſeverity 1 hope for from you. No 
"Cris arc fo trivial, but they delerve to 
be mended, Bu fince you tay you ſee 
nothing that may be called a fault, can 
you but think it fo, that | have confined 
the att-ndance of guardian tpirits “ to 
heaven's favourites only? I could point 
= to ſeveral, but it is my buſineſs to 

infor:::.d of thoſe faults I do not 
kn wz and as for thoſe J do, not to talk 
of tem, but to corre& them. You ſpeak 
of that poem in a ſtyle I neither merit 
no! expect; but, I afſwe „ou, if you 
freeiy mark or daſſi out, I ſhall look upon 
your blots to be its greateſt beauties; I 
mean, if Mr, Addiſon and yourſelf ſh uld 
like it in the whole, otherwiſe the 1 01- 


ble of correction is what I Would not 


take, for I was really ſo diffident of it as 
to let it lie by me theſe wo yea's , juſt 
as vou now fee it. I am afraid of no- 
thing ſo much as to impote any thing on 
the world which is unworthy of its ac- 
ceptance : | 

As to the laſt period of your letter, I 
ſhall be very ready and glod to contri- 
bur» to any defigr that tends to the ad- 
vantage of mankind, which, I am (ute, 
all yours do, I wiſh I had but as much 
capacity as leiſure, for I am perfectly 
idle (a fign I have not much capacity). 

If yo; will e-tertain the beſt opinion 
of me, be pleated to think me your 
friend. Aſſure Mr. Addiſon of my molt 
faithful ſcrvice, of every one's eſteem he 
mutt be aſſured already. 


BTT. 
From the ſame to the ſame. 


7 Nov., 29, 1712» 
Au ſorry you publiſhed that notion 
about Airian's vertes as mine: had [ 

imagined you woul4 uſe my name, I 
ſhould have expreſſed my ſentiments with 


more modeity and diffidence, I only 


® This is not now to he found in the Tem- 
ple of Fame, which is the pocm here ſpoken 
of. 

+ Hence it appears this poem was writ 
when the author was twenty-two years old. 
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I am your, &c. 


Book III. 


ſent it to have your opinion, and not to 
publiſh my own, which I diftrufted. But 
I think the ſuppoſition you draw from the 
notion of Adrian's being addified to ma- 
gic, is a little uncharitable (* that he 


might fear no ſort of deity, good or 


© bad”), ſince in the third verſe he plain- 
ly teſtifies his apprehenſion of a tuture 
{tate, by being ſolicitous whither his ſoul 
was going. As to what you mention of 


his uſing gay and ludicrous expreſſions, I 


have owned my opinion to be, that the 
expreſſions are noi ſo, but that diminu— 
tives are as often, in the Latin tongue, 
uied as ma ks of tenderneſs and concern, 

Anima is no more than my foul, ani- 
mula has the force of my dear ſou}. To 
ſay virgo bella is not half ſ+ endearing as 


 enr2ucula bellula ; and had Auguſtus on- 


ly called Horace le pidum hominem. it had 
amounted to no more than tha he thought 
him a pleaſant fellow: it was the homun- 
ciolum that expreſſed the love and te, der- 
neſs that great e peror had for him. 
And perhaps I ſhould myſelf be much 
better pleaſed, 1t l were told you called 
me your little friend, than it you com- 
plimented me with the title of a great 
genius, or an eminent hand, as Jacob 
dees all his authors. I am your, &c. 


LETTER LV. 


Mr. Steele to Mr. Pope. 
Dec. 4, 1712. 


This is to deſire of you that you would 


pleaſe to make an ode as of à cheer- 


ful dying ſpirit, that is to ſay, the em- 


peror Adrian's animula wvagula put into 
two or three (tanzas for muſic. If you 
comply with this, and fend me word 
ſo, you will very particularly oblige 
your, &c. 


LET TS A-LYL * 


Mr. Pope to Mr. Steele. 


I Do not ſend you word, I will do, but 
* have alread+» done the thing you de- 
fired of me. You have it (as Cowley 
calls it) juſt warm from the brain. It 
came to me the firſt moment I waked 
this morning : yet, you will ſee, it was 
not ſo abſolutely inſpiration, but that I 
had in my head not only the verſes of 
Adrian, but the fine fragment of Sap- 
pho, &c, | 
The 


= . * 
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The dying Chriſtian to his Sour. 
-=0-:D 


1 | 
Vital ſpark of heav'nly flame! 
Quit, oh quit this mortal frame: 
Trembling, hoping, ling'ring, flying, 
Oh the pain, the bliſs of dying! 
Ceaſe, fond Nature, ceaſe thy ſtrife, 

And let me languiſh * life. 
l 


Hark ! they whiſper 3 Angels ſay, 

Suter Spirit, com- away! 

What is this abſorbs me quite, 

Steals my ſenſes, ſhuts my light, 

Drowns my ſpirits, draws my breath ? 
Tell me, my Soul, can this be Death? 


The world recedes ; it diſapp-ars ! 

Heav'n opens on my eyes! my cars 
With ſounds ſeraphic ring : 

Lend, lend your wings ! | mount! I fly! 


O Grave ! ' whete is thy victory? 


O Death! where is thy ſting? 


LETTRAR Lt. 
Mr. Poe to Mr. Ada ſon. 


| July 20, 1713. 
12 more joyed at your return than [ 
ſhould be at that of the ſua, ſo much 
as I wiſh for him this melancholy wet 
ſeaſon ; but it is his fate too, like yours, 
to be difpleafing to owls and obſcene ani- 


mals, who cannot bear his luttre. What 


put me in mind of theſe night-birds ws 
John Dennis, whom, I think, you ae 
belt reveaged upon, as the fun was in the 
fable upon theſe bats and beaſtly birds 
above mentioned, only by i 02. I 
am lo far fiom eſteeming it any misfor- 
tune, that I congratulate you upon hav- 
ing your ſhare in that, which all the great 
men and all the good men that ever lived 


| have had their part of, Envy and Ca- 


lumny. To be uncenfured and to be 
obſcure, is the ſame thing. You may 
conclude from what I here ſay, that it 
was never in my thoughts to have offered 
you my pen in any duect reply to ſuch a 
critic, but only in ſome little raillery ; 
not in defence cf you, but in contempt 
of tim “. But indeed your opinion, that 
It 1s entirely to be neglected, would have 


been my own had it been my own caſe: 


but T telt more warmth here than 1 did 


Wien firſt I ſaw his book agai;.i mylelf 


* This relates to the paper occaſioned by 


Denns's Remarks apon Cato, called“ Dr. 


So 7 - 1 
. Torris's Narrative of the Frenzy of John 


„Dennis.“ 
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(though indeed in two minutes it made 
me heartily merry). He has written 
againſt every thing the world has ap- 
proved theſe many years. I apprehend 
but one danger from Dennis's dilliking 
our ſenſe, that it may make us think fo 
very well of it, as to become proud and 
conceited upon his diſap,,robation. 

I muſt not here omit to do jultice to 
Mr. Gay, whoſe zeal in your concern is 
worthy a friend and honourer of you. He 
writ to me in the molt pieſſing terms 
about it, though with that juſt conte 
of the critic that he deſerves. I think 
in theſ: days one honeſt man is obliged 
to acquaint another who are his friends 3 


when ſo many miſchievous inſects are 


daily at work to make people of merit 
ſuſpicious of each other ; that they may 


have the ſatisfaction of ſeeing them look- 


ed upon no better than themſelves. I 
am your, &c, 


LETTER LVIE 


Mr. Addiſon to Mr. Pope. 


Oc. 26, 1713. 

Was extremely glad to receive a letter 
 trom you, but more ſo upon reading 
the contents of it. The work + you 
mention will, I dare fay, very ſuffici- 
ently recommend elf when your name 
appears with the propoſals : and if you 
ink I can any way contribute to the 
forwarding of them, you cannot lay a 
greater obligation upon me, than by em- 
ploying me in ſuch an office. As I have 
an ambition of having it known that 
you are my friend, I thall be very 
proud of ſhewing it by this or any other 
inſtance. I queſtion not but your tranſ- 
lajion will enrich our tongue, and do 
honour to our count Y; for I conclude of 
it alr-ady from thot- performances with 
which you have ovliged the public. I 


would only have you conſide how it may 


moſt turn to your advantage. Excuſe 
my impertinence in t is particular, which 
proceeds from my zeal for vour eaſe and 
hapoineſs. The work would coſt you a 
great de of time, and, unleſs vou un- 
dertake it, will, I am afraid, never be 
executed by any other; at leatt I know 
non of this age that is equal to it belide 
vourſelt. | 

I am at preſent wholly immerſed in 
country buſigeſs, and begin to ake de- 


light 


+ The tranſlation of the Iliad. 


e 
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light in it. I wiſh I might hope to lee 


| you here ſome time, and will not depair 


of it whe. you eng. ge in a work that will 
requive ſolnude and revwement, I am 


your, &c. 


LETTFERKRLIE. 


Mr. Addiſon to Mr. Pope. 


Nov, 2, 171 3. 


Have received your letter, and am 

glad to find that you have laid to good 
a ſcheme tor your cat wdertakig, 
I queſtion not but the prote “ will re- 
quire as much care as the poetry, but 
the variety will give yourſelf lone relief, 
and more pleaſure to your readers. 

You gave me leave once to take the 
liberty of a triend, in adviſing you not to 
content yourtelt with one halt of the na- 
tion for your admiiers when you migut 
command them all. If 1 might take the 
freedom to repeat it, I would on this oc- 
calion, I think you ate . happy that 


you are out of the fray, and 1 hope all 


your undertakings will ture to the better 
account for it. 2 | 

You ſee how I preſume on your friend— 
ſnip in taking all this freedom with you : 
but I already fancy, that we have lived 
many years togethez in an unrelerved 
converſation ; and that we may Go ſo 
many more, is the ſincere with of your, 


&c. 


LETTER LX 


Mr. Pope to Mr. Adiiſon.. 


OvR laſt is the more obliging, as it 


hinis. at ſome little n«. eties in my 
conduct, which your candour and affec- 
ton promp's you to recommend to me, 
and which (fo trivial as things of this pa- 
ture ſeem) are yet of no flight conle- 
quence to people whom. every body 
talks of, and every body as he plenies. 
It is a fort of tax that attends an eſtate 
in Parnaſſus, which 1s often rated much 


higher than in proportion to the ſmall 
poſſeſſion an author holds, For indeed 


an author, who is once come pon, the 
town, is enjoyed without being thanked 
tor the pleaſure, and ſometimes 1!!- 


* The notes to his tranſlation of Homer. 
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treated by thoſe very perſons who fit de. 


EPISTLES. 


bauched him. Yet, to tell you the bo 
tom of my heart, I am no way dilpleated 
that 1 have offerded the violent of all 
pa tirs already ; and at the fanie time ! 


allure you couſcientiouſly, I feel not the 


leatt malcvolence or retentment againſt 
any of thuſe who miſtepreſent me, or are 


dliſlatisfied with me. This frame of mind 
Is {o caly, that 1 am pertectly content with 
mp; condition. f 

As 1 hope, and would flatter myſelf, 


thai you know me and my thoughts 10 
entirely as never to be miſtasen in either, 
ſo it is a pleaſure to me that you guefled 
ſo right in regard to the au hor of that 
Guardian you mentioned. But I am ſorry 
to fhod it has taken air, that | have ſome 
hand in thoſe papers, becauſe I writ fo 
very few as neither to deſerve the credit 
of ſuch a report with ſome people, nor 
the diſrepute of it with others. An ho- 
neſt Jacobite ſpoke to me the ſenſe or 
nonſenſe of the weak pait of his party 
very fairly, that the good people took it 


ill of me, that | writ with Steele, though 7 


upon never ſo indifferent ſubjedts. Thus, 
I know, you will laugh at as well as 1 
do ; yet | doubt not but many little ca- 
lumniators and perſons of four diſpoini- 
ons will take occaſion hence to belpatter 
me, - 1 confels I ſcorn narrow fouls of 
all parties, and if I renounce my reaſon 
in feligious matters, I will hardly de it 
in any other. 

cannot imagine whence it comes to 
paſs, that the few Guardians 1 have writ- 
ten are (» generally known for mine: 
that in particular which you mention 1 
never diſcovered to any man but the pub- 
licher, till very lately; yet almoſt every 
body told me of it. 

As to his taking a more politic turn, 
1 cannot any way enter into that ſecret, 
nor hare I been let into it any more than 
into the reft of. his politics. Though 
it is ſaid, he will take into theſe papers 
allo ſeveral ſubjects of the politer kind, 
as before: but, I aſſure you, as to my- 
ſelf, I have quite done with them for the 
future. Ihe little I have done, and the 
great reſpect I bear Mr. Steele as a man 
of wit, has rendered me a ſuſpected whig 
to ſome of the violent; but (as old Dry» 
der, (aid hefore me) it is not the violent 
dengn to pleaſe. : 

| generally employ the mornings in 
painting with Mr. Jervas, and the even- 

| iogs 
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ings in the converſation of ſuch as I think. 
can oſt improve my mind, of whatever 
denomination they are. I ever mult ſet 
the highelt value upon men of truly 
great, that is, honeſt principles, with 
equal capacities. The beſt way I know 
of overcoming calumny and miſconſtruc- 
tion, is, by a vigorous perſeverance in 
every thing we know to be right, and a 
total neglect of all that can enſue from it. 
It is partly from this maxim that I depend 
upon your friendſhip, becauſe ! believe it 
would do juſtice to my intention in every 
thing; and give me leave to tell you, 
that (as the world goes) this is no (mall 
aflurarce 1 repoſe in you. I am your, 
Ke. 


nn 


From the ſame to the ſame. 
Dec. 14, 1713. 
Have. been lying in wait for my own 
imagination, this week and more, and 


- watching what thoughts came up in the 


whi hof the fancy, that were worth com- 
municating to you in a letter. But I am at 
jengih convinced that my rambling head 
can produce nothing of that fort; fo I 
muſt een be contented with telling you 
the old-ftory, that I love you heartily, I 
have often found by experience, that na- 
ture and truth, though never ſo low or 
vulgar, are yet pleaſing when opeuly and 
artlelsly repreſent:d ; it would be divert- 
s to ine to read the very letters of an 
tant, could it write its innGcent 16con- 
wencies and tautolo, ies juſt as it thought 
them. This makes me hope a letter from 
me will not be unwelcome to you, when 
am conſcious I write with more ume- 
irfvedrets than ever man wrote, or per- 
hops talked to another. I truſt your 
good nature with the whole range of my 
inis, and really love you fo well, that 
| would rather you ſhoul-i parton me 
than efteen me; fince one is an ad of 

mts and benevoler.ce, the other a 
rid of corftrained deference. 

Yu cannot wonder my thoughts are 
| nhitent, when I tell you how they 

 Gfraced, very hovr of my lite 


| OY mud is Rrangely divided; this mi- 
"wept ps | am above. the ffars,. with 


{ thouſtd lylems round about me, leok- 
"4 iowyd into a valt abyls, and Ing 
My v comprehenſion in the bount- 
eis IPace of cre ation, in dialogues with 
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Whiſton and the aſtronomers ; the next- 
moment I am below all trifles groveling 

with T— in the very centre of non ſenſe; 

now I am recreated with the briſk (allics 

and quick twins of wit, which Mi. Steele, 
in his hvelieſt and freeſt hum ours, darts 

about him; and now levelling my ap- 

plication to the infignifica..t obſerva- 

tions and quiiks of grammar of ( and 

D—. 

Good God ! what an incongruous ani- 
mal is man! how unſettled in his beſt 
part, his foul ; and how charging and 
variable in his frame of budy 1 the con- 
ſtancy of the one ſhuok by every notion, 
the temperament of the ther affected by 


every blaſt of wind! What is he altoge- 


ther but one naughty inconſiſtency ; ſick- 
neſs and pain 18, the lot of one half of 


him, doubt and fear the portion of the 


othee! What a buſtle we make about 
palling our time, when all our ſpace is 
but a point! what aims and ambitions 
are crowded into this little inftant of 
our life, which (as Shakeſpear finely 
woids it) is rounded with a fleep ! Our 
whole ext-nt of being is ne more, in the 
eye of him who gave it. than a ſcarce 
perceptible moment of duration, Thoſe 
animals, whoſe circle of living is limited 
to three or out hours, as the naturaliſts 
tell us, ae yet as long-lived, and poſ- 
ſeſs as wide a ſcene ot action as man, if 
we conſider him with a view to all ſpace 
and all eternity. Who knows what p!ots, 
what uchievements a mite may perform 
in his kins dos of a grain of duſt, with- 
in his life of ſome minutes; and of how 
much leſs conſideration than even this, is 
the life of man in the fight of God, who 
is from ever and for ever ? | 

Who that thinks in this train, but muſt 
ſee the world, and its contemptible 
grandeurs, leſſen before him at every 
thought ? It 1s enough to make one re- 
main ſtupified in a pee of inaction, void 
of all dehres, of all debgns, of all friend- 
ſhips. 

But we muſt return (through our very 
condition of being) tv our narrow felves, 
and thoſe things thai affect ourſclves ! 
our paſſions, our mterelts flow in upon 
us, and wwphilofphize us into mere mor— 
tals. For my pat, I never return fo 
much into myſelf, as when I think of 
you, whoſe friend hip is one of the beſt 
comforis I have for the inſignificancy of 
myiclf, 1 am your, &c, 
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LETTER LIXI. 
Mr. Pope to Mr. Addiſon. 


Jan. zo, 1713-14. 

Ov letter found me very buſy in my 
> grand undertaking, to which 1 mult 
wholly give up myſelf for ſome time, 
unleſs when 1 ſnatch an hour to pleaſe 
myſelf with a diftant converſation with 
you and a few others by writing. It is 
no comfortable proſpect to be reflefting, 
that ſo long a — as that of Troy lies 
upon my hands, and the campaigu above 
half over, before I have made any pro- 
greſs. Indeed the Greek tortification, 
upon a nearer approach, does not appear 
ſo formidable as it did, and I am almoſt 
apt to flatter myſelf, that Homer ſecretly 
ſeems inclined to a correſpondence with 


me, in letting me into a good part of 


his intentions. There are indeed a fort 
of underling auxiliaries to the difficulty of 
a work, called commentato:s and c1i- 
tics, who would frighten many people by 
their number and bulk, and perplex our 
progreſs: under pretence of foitifying 
their author. Theſe lie very low in the 
trenches and ditches they themſelves have 
digged, encompaſſed with dirt of their 
own heaping up; but, I think, there may 
be found a method of coming at the main 
works by a more ſpeedy. and gallant way 
than by mining under ground, that is, 
by uſing the poetical engines, wings, and 
flying over their heads 

While I am engaged in the fight, I 


find you are concerned how I ſhall be 


aid, and are foliciious that I may not 
ave the ill fate of many diſcarded gene- 
rals, to be firſt envied and maligned, then 

thaps praiſed, and laſtly neglected. 

he former (the co ſtant attendant upon 
all gieat and laudable enterpriſes) I have 
z!ready-experienced Some have laid I 
am not a maſter in'the Greek, whe either 
are ſo themſelves, or are not; if they are 
not, they cannot tel]; and it they are, 
they cannot without having catechized 
me. But if they can read (for I know 
ſone critics can, and o hers cannot), 
there are fairly lying before them ſome 
ſpecimens of my tra flation from this au- 
thor in the Miſcellauies, which they 
are heartily welcome to. I have met 
with as .muick malignity another way, 
ſome calling mie a tory, becauſe the 


\ 


the world. 
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heads of that party have been diſtin. 


guiſhingly favourable to me; ſome a 
whig, becauſe I have been favoured 
with yours, Mr. Congreve's, and Mr, 


Craggs's friendſhip, and of late with m 


Lord Halifax's patronage. How muc 
more natural a concluſion might be form. 
ed, by any good-natured man, that a 
perſon who <1 ay well uſed by all 
ſides, has been offenſive to none l This 
miſerable age is ſo ſunk between animo. - 
ſites of party and thoſe of religion, that 
I begin to fear, molt men have politics 
enough to make (through violence) the 
beſt ſcheme of government a bad one ; 
and belief enough to hinder their own 
ſalvation. I hope for my own part never 
to have more of either than is conſiftent 
with common juſtice and charity, and al- 
ways as much as becomes a Chriſtian and 
honeſt man. Though] find it an unforty. 
nate thing to be bred a Papiſt here, whete 
one is obnoxious to four parts in five as 
being ſo too much or too little; I ſhall 
yet be eaſy under both their miſtakes, 
and be what I more than ſeemed to be, 
for I ſuffer for it. God is my witneſ⸗ 
that I no more envy you Proteitants your 
places and poſſeſſions, than I do our 
prieſts their charity or learning. I am 
ambitious of nothing but the good opi- 
nion of good men, on both ſides ; for ! 
know that one viitue of a free ſpirit 5 
worth more than all the virtues put toge- 
ther of all the narrow-ſouled people in 
I am your, &c. 


LETTER LXIII. 


From the ſame to the ſame. 


OR, 10, 1714 

Hav been acquainted by one of my 
friends, who owits no opporturities of 
gratifying me, that you have lately been 
pleaſed to ſpeak of me in a manner which 
nothing but the re. reſye& I have for 
you can d-ſerve. May I hoy» that fe 
late malevolencies have loſt their effect! 
Indetd it is neither for m ror u y ee. 
mies, to pretend to tell you wheihe: | 
am your friend or not , but if you wd 
judge by probabilities, I beg to knov 
which of vour yoetital acquaintance bas 
ſo little intereſt in picteding to be fo? 
Methinks no man ſho1d queſiien the re 
friendſhip f one who defires no rea! fe- 
vice, I aim only to get as much from b 
whigh 
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whigs as I gol from the tories, that is to 
fry, civility, being neither ſo proud as 
to be inſenſible of any good office, nor 
ſo humble as not to dare heartily to 
deſpiſe auy man who docs me an injul- 


luce. 


I will nat value myſelf upon havin 
ever guarded all the degrees of reſpe 
for you; for (to fav the truth) all the 
cath ſpeaks well of you, and I ſhould be 
under a necefſi:y, of doing the fame, whe- 
ther I cared for you or not, 

As to what you have ſaid of me, I 
ſhall never believe that the author of 
Cato can ſpeak one thing and think ano- 
ther. As a proof that I account you ha- 


cere, I beg a favour of you: it ie, that 


you would look over the two firſt books 
of my tranſlation of Homer, which are 


* in the hands of my Lord Halifax. I am 


tenfible how much the reputation of any 
poetical work will depend upon the cha- 
rafter you give it: it is therefore ſome 
evidence of the truſt 1 repoſe in your 
good-will, when J give you this opportu- 
ny of ſpeakiag ill of me with juthice ; 
and yet expect you will tell me your trueſt 
thoughts, at the ſame time that you tell 
others your molt favourable ones. 

hure a farther requeſt, which L muſt 
preis with rarnetveſs. My bookſeller is 
reprinting the Eflay on Criticiſm, to 
which vou have done too much honour in 
your Spectator of No. 253- The period 
in that paper, where you ſay, © 1 have 
© admitted tome ſtrokes of il]-nature 
into that Efſay,” is the only one I 
could with omitted of all you have writ- 
ten; but 1 would net defire it mould be 
lo, unleſs I had the merit of removing 
your objetion. I beg you but to point 
out thoſe firokes- to me, and vou may 
be aſſured they ſhall be treated without 
mercy, 

Since we are upon proofs of ſincerity 
(which | am pretty conſident will turn 
% the advantage of us both in each other's 
opinion), give me leave to name another 


peſſage in the ſame Spectator, which l 


with you would alter. It is where you 
mention an obſervation upon Homer's 
verſes of diſyphus's Stone, as never hav+ 
ing been made before by any of the cri- 
tics; 1 happened to find the ſame in Di- 
onvſius of Halicarnaſſus's treatiſe, Neps 
custetx; VO RTWY, who treats very largely 
upon ihele veiſes. I know you will think 
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fit to ſoften your expreſſion when you 
ſee the paſſage, which you muſt needs 


haye read, though it be ſince ſlipt out of 
your memory. I am, with the utmoſt 
eſteem, your, &c. 


LETTER LXIV. 


Mr. Pope io the Honanrabl- 


June 8, 1714. 
T Hz queſtion you aſk in relation to Mr. 

Addiſon and Philips, I (hall anſwer 
in a few wards. Mr. Philips did expreſs 


hinſ lf with much indignation againſt 
me ode evening at Buttua's coffee-houſe 
(as I was told), ſaying, that I was enter- 
ed into a cabal with Dean Swift and others 
to write againſt the whig-intereſt, and 
in particular to undermine his own repu- 
tation, and that of his friends Steele and 
Addiſon ; but Mr. Philips never opened 
- his lips to my face, on this or any like 
occalion, though I was alnioſt every 
night in the ſame room with him, nor 
ever off.red me any indecorum, Mer. 
Addiſon came to me a night or two after 
Philips had talked in this idle manner, 
and aſſured me of his diſbelief of what 


had been faid, ' of the friendſhip we 


ſhould always maintain, and deſired 1 
would fa 
Lo:d Halifax did me the honour to ſtir 
in this matter, by ſpraking to ſeyeral 
people to obviate a falſe oy Ae which - 


nothing further of it. M 


might have done me no {mall prejudice 
with one party. However, Philips did 
all he cquld fecretly to continue the re- 


port with the Hanover Club, and kept in 
his hands the ſutſcripuons paid for me 19 
him, as ſecretary to that club, The 
heads of it have fince given him to un- 
derſtand that they take itil; but (upon 
the terms I ought to be with ſuch a man) 
I would rot »{k him for this money, 
but commiſſioned one of the players, his 
equals, to receive it, 
matter; but as to the ſecret grounds of 
this malignity, they will make a very 
pleaſant hiſtory when we meet. Mer, 
Congieve and ſome others have heey 
much diverted with it, and moſt of the 
gentlemen of the Hanover Club have 


This is the whole 


made it the ſubj ct of their ridicule on 
their ſecretary. It is to this manage; 
ment of Philips, that the world owes Mr. 
Gay's paltorals, The ingenious author is 
extremely 
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extremely your ſervant, and would have 
complied with your kind invitation, but 
that he is juſt now appointed lec: etary to 
my Lord Clarendon, in his embaſly to 
Hanover. FL 

I am ſenſible of the zeal and friendſhip 
with which, I am ſure, you will always 
dejend your friend in his abſence, from 
all thoſe liitle tales and caluwayes which 
a man of any genius or merit is born to. 
I ſhall never complain, while I am happy 
in tuch noble defenders and in fucn 
contemptible opponents. May their envy 
and ill- nature ever increaſe, to the glory 
and pleaſure of thoſe they would injure 
may they repreſent me what they will, 
as long, as you think me, what I am, 


your, &c. 


LET SHEN LEY: 


* 


Mr. Pope to the Honourable 


July 13. 1714. 


Vo mention the account I gave you 


ſome time ago of the things which 
Philips ſaid in his fooliſhneſs : but I can- 
not tell from any thing in your letter, 
whether you 1eceived a long one from me 
about a fortnight ſince. It was piinci- 
pally intended to thank you for the latt 
obliging favour you did me; and pet haps 
for that reaſon you paſs it in filence. 1 
there launched into (ome account of my 
temporal affairs, and intend now to give 
you ſome hints of my fpiri:ual. The con- 
cluſion of - your letter draws this upon 
you, where you tell me you prayed for 
me. Your proceeding, Sir, is contrary 
to that of moſt other friends, who rever 
talk of piaying for a man after they have 
done him a ſerv.ce, but only when they 
will do him none. Nothing can be more 
kind than the hint you gave me of the va- 
nity of human ſciences, which. 1 aſſure 
you, I am daily more convi ced of ; and 
indeed I have, for ſome years paſt, looked 
upon all of them no beter than amuſe— 
ments. Lo make then the ultimate end 


of our purſuit, is a miſerable and ſhort - 


ambition, which will drop flom us at 
every litile difappoiatment here, and 
even, in caſe of no diſ+ppointments here, 
will infallibly deſert us hereafter, 
utmoſt fame they ase capable of beſftow- 
ing, is never worth the pains they coſt 
us, and the time they loſe us, II you 
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Book III. 
attain the top of your defires that way, 
all thoſe who envy you will do you harm; 
and of thoſe who admire you, few will 


do you goed. The unſvcceisful writers 
are your declared enemies, and probah| 

the ſucceſstul your ſecret ones; for thoſe 
hate not more to be excelled, than theſe 
to be' rivalled; and at the upſhot, after 
a life of perpetual application, you re. 
fle& that you have been doing nothing 
for yourſelf, and that the fame or leſs in- 
duſtry might have gained you a friend- 
ſhip that can never deceive or end; a 
{":1$fattion, which praiſe cannot beſtow, 
nor vanity feel; and a glat'y, which 
(though in one reſpe& like tame, not to 
be had till after death) yet ſhall be felt 
and enjoyed to eternity. Theſe, dear 
Sir, are unfeignedly my fſentimen;s, 
whenever I think at all; for half the 
things that employ our heads deſerve not 
the name of thoughts, they are only 
ſtronger dreams or imprefſions upon the 
imagination; our ſchemes of government, 
our ſyſtems of philoſophy, our golden 
worlds of poetry, are all but ſo many ſha- 
dowy images and airy proſpects which 
ariſe to us, but fo much the livelier and 
more fiequent, as we are more overcaft 
with the darkneſs, and diſturbed with the 
fumes, of human vanity. 

The ſame thing that makes old men 
willing to leave this world, makes me 
pong to lrave poetry, long habit and 

earineſs of the ſame track. Homer 
will work a cue upon me, fifteen thou- 
ſand verſes are equivalent to four ſcore 


years, to make one old in thyme: and 


1 ſhould be forry and aſhamed to go on 


jingling to the laſt ſtep, like a wages on- 


er's horſe, in the ſame road, and fo leave 
my bells to the next Gly animal that will 
be proud of them. That man makes a 
mean figure in the eyes of ttaſon, who is 
meraſuing ſyllables ard coupling rhymes, 
when he ſhould be mending his own foul, 
and fecurmg his own immortality, It 1 
had vot this opinion. I ſhould be un wor- 
thy even of thoſe ſmall ard himized parts 
which God his given me; and unworthy 
of the trirndſhip of fuch a man as you. 
I am your, &c. 
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tian, and be prepared to ſuffer all fort of 


TFSaATTER LYTL public perſecution, It is certainly to be 
| | lamented, that if any man does but en- 
| From the ſame to the ſame. d avour tv diſtinguiſh himſelf or gratify 
; | = 8 1 others by his ſtudies, he is immecately - 
| =" July 25, 1714. treated as a common enemy, inſtead of 
W Have no better excuſe to offer yon, being looked upon as a common friend; 
. that 1 have omitted a taſk naturally and aff: ulted as generally as if his whole 
s ſo pleaſing to me as converling upon pa- deſigu were to prejudice the Rate or ruin 
x per with you, hut that my time and eyes the public. I will venture to fiy, no man . 
0 bave been wholly-en:ploycd upon Homer, der. roſe to any degree of perfection in 
s whom, I almot fear 1 ſhall tind but one, Wiiting, but through obttinzcy, and an 
. way of imitating, which is, in his blind- Ih veterare reſolution ag unt the fem of. 
nels. I am perpetually affÞcied with mankind ; fo that it the world has re- | 
head achs *hat very mucn affect my tight, ceived any beſefit from the lahours of 
| and inderd fince my coming hither 1 the learued, it was in 1ts. own deſpite, 
F have ſcarce paſſed an hour ag: crably, ex- For when firſt they eſl.y thei parts, all 
t cept that in which Lyead your letter, 1 people in general are prejudiced againit | 
g would ſetiouſly haue you think, you have, EW beginners ; and when they have got : 
, no man who. more truly knows to place a à little above coptempt, then ſome pas- 
. nieht valve on your friendſhip, than he + ticular perſons, who were before 'untor- 
t who leait deſerves it on all other accounts tunate in their own. attempts, a:e ſworn | 
than his due ſenſe of it. Bw, lei me tell 4 2 to them, only becauſe they ſucceed, | 
e you, you can hardly gueſs what a talk Upon the whole, one may lay of the 
you undertake, when, you pioteis vourtelt beſt wiiters, that they pay a ſevere fine 
, my friend; there ave: ſome tories Who for their fame, which ig is always in the > 
2 will take you for a Whię, lone Whigs power of the molt worthleſs pait of man- 
; who will tale you for a tory, ſowe, pro. kind to levy upon them when they pleaſe, 
l teſtants who will eſteem. you a rank pa- lam, &c. 
t pit, and ſome papiſts who will account 
ü you a heretic. _. ' | 2 Way 19 1 
| find, by dear experience, we live in L E FTE: Ri LXVII, 

1 an age, where it is cri ninal to be mode- _— 3 
. rate; and where no one man can be. al! Mr. Pofe to Mr. Jerwvas. 101 
lowed to be juſt to all men. The notions. 5 1 n 
[ of right and wrong are ſo far ſtained, | July 28, 1714. The 
4 that pe: haps to be in the cight ſo very vio- J Au juſt entered upon the old way of 
; len ly, may be of worle cont: quence than life again, fleep and mufing. It is 
E to be canly and quietly in the wrong. I my employment to revive the old of pait 
really with all men fo well, that, I am ages to the preſent, ast is yours 10 tranf- 
ſrihed, but few can- wiſh me ſo; but if mit the young of the preſent io the future. 
; thuſe tew ave ſuch as tell me they do, I I am copying the great maſter in one art, 
| am content, for they are the beft people with the fame. love and dihigence wih 
1 I kvow, While you believe me what] Which the painters hereatter will copy you 
$ profeſs as to religion, I can bear any + in another. 1 10710 

thing the bigoted may, ſay : white Mr. Thus I ſhould begin my ey1itle to von, 
ö Congieve likes my, poetry, 1 can endure if it were a dedicatory one, But as it is 
| Dennis ard a thouſand more like him; a friendly letter, you are to find nothing + 
1 while the moſt honett and moral of each mentioned in your owa praile but hat 
; party think me no ill man, I can eahly one ovly in the werd is winels to, your 
ö bear that the moſt violent and mad of all particular good hire offic -s to me. | 
| paities riſe up to throw dirt at me. I am cut om any thing but com- 


I mutt expect an hundred attacks upon mon acknowiedgmen's, or common dif- 
the publication of my Homer. Who-, courie: the fult vou would rake ill, 
ever in gur times would be a profefſur of though I told but half what I ought; to 
learning above his tellows, ought at the in ſhort the Jaſt only remains, | 
very fürth 10 enter the world with the con- And as for the laſt, what can you ex- 
Rancy and refolution of a p: imitive chiiſ= pect from a may who has not talked theſe 

a ſive 
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five days? who is withdrawing his 


thoughts as fat as he can from all the 
prefent world, its cuſtoms, and ts man- 
nets, 10 be fully poſſeſſed and abforpt in 


the paſt? When people talk of going to 


church, I think of ſacrifices and liba- 
tions; when I ſce the parſon, I addrefs 
him as Chryfcs prieſt of Apollo; and in- 
ſtead of the Lord's prayer, I begin, 


God of the ſilver bow, Sc. 


While yob in the world are concerned 
about the Proteſtant Succeſſion, I conlider 
only how Menelaus may recover Helen, 
and the Trojan war be put to a ſpeedy 
concluſion. I never inquire if the nee 
be well or not, but heartily wiſh to he at 
HeQor's funeral. Ihe only things I re- 
gard in this life are,, whether my friends 
are well ? whether my tranſlation go well 
on? whether Dennis be Writing criti- 
ciſms? whether any body will auſwer 
him ſince 1 don't? ard whether Lintot 
be not yet broke? 1 am, &c, 


rr n. 
Mr. Pope to Mr. Jer vas. 
| Auguſt 16, 1714. 
| 1 THANK you for yeur good offices, 
which are. numberijels. Homer ad- 
vances fo faſt, that he begins to look 


about for the ornaments he is te appear 
in, like a modiſh modern author; 


 PiQure in the front, 
Wich Lays and wicked thyme upon't. 


1 have the greateſt proof in nature at pre- 


fent of the amuſing power of poetry, tor 


it tabes me up ſo entirely, that I ſcarce 
ſee what paſſes under my noſe, and hear 
nothing that is ſaid about me; To follow 
poetry as one eught, une muſt forget fa- 
ther and mother, and cleave to it alone. 
My zeverie has been ſo deep, that I have 
ſcarce had an interval to think myfelf un- 
eaſy in the want of your company. | 
now and then jult miſs you as I ſtep into 
bed; this minute imleed I want extremely 
to ſce you, the next I all dream of no- 
thing but the taking of Troy, or the re- 
covery of Briſeis. | 

I fancy no friendlip is fo likely to 
prove laſting as outs, becauſe, 1 am pre. 
ty ſure, there never was a friendfliip of 
{0 eaſy a nature, We neither of us de- 
mand ary mighty things from ezch other; 


1 


you muſt expect a more than ordinary 


? 'S 
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what vanity we i its pratifi- 
cation from other people. It is not 1 
that am to tell you what an artiſt you are, 
nor is it you that are 0 tell we What a 
port I am; but it is from the world 
abroad we hope (piouſly hope) to hear 
thefe things. At home we tollow our 
buſineſs, when we have any; and think 
and talk moſt of each other When we 
have wone. It is not wniike the happy 
friendſhip of a ſtayed man and his wife, 
who are ieldom fo ſond as to hinder, the 
buſinefs of the houſe t: vin going on all 
day, or ſo indolent as Hut to find con ſola- 
tion in each other ever y evening. Thus 
well meanieg couples hold in amity to 
the laſt, by not expecting too much from 
human natute; while romantic friend 
ſhips, like violent loves, begin with diſ- 


_ quizts, proceed to jealonfies, and con- 


clade in animoſitivs. I have ved to ſte 
the fierce advancement, the ſudden torn, 
and the abrupt period, of three or four 
of theie enormous friendſhißs, aud am 

perfeòtly convinced of tene nuth of a 

maxim we once agreed in, that nothing 
hinders the conſtant agrtement of people 


who live together, but merely vanity ; u. 


betet inhſting, opon what they think their 
dipnity of merir, and ah ir ward expecta- 
tion of ſuch an over-meaſure of deference 
and regard, as antwers to their own ex- 
travagai:t falſe ſcale 5 and which nobody 
can pay, breavſe none but themſolves can 
tell, exactly, to what pitch it amounts. 
I am, &e. H ein gnaw 105 Ls. 


LETTER LXIX. 
Mr. Jerues ts My; Poe. 
| Auguſt 20, 1714. 
Have a payticular to tett you at this 
time, which pleats me fo much, that 


alsetity in every turn. You know Þ could 
keep you in ſuſpenſe for twenty lines, but 


I will rell you directly, that Mr. Addi- 


don and 1 have had à corverfation, that 


it would have been worth your while to 


have been placed behind the wiinſcur, or 
behind fome half-lengrh picture, to have 
heard. He aſſured me, that he would 
make ufe not only of his imteret?, but of 
his art, to do you ſome fei vice; he did 
not mean his art of poetry,” but dis art at 
court; and he is {:nhble that — 

ave 
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have a better air for himſelf tian moving 
in your favour, eſpecially fnce infinua- 


tions were ſpread, that he did not tare 


ou ſhould proſper too much as a "wig 
He proteſts that it ſd] not be his ault, 


if there is not the beſt intelligence in the 
world, and the moſt hearty friendſhip, 


& He owns, he was afraid Dr, Swift. 


89 YS +* 


| have dove Homer's head, ſhadowed 
and heightened carefully; ata I encloſe 
the out-line of the fame fize, that you 
may determine whether * would have 
it ſo large, or reduced to make toom for 


ſeuillage or laurel round thr oval, or about 


the ſquare of the bufto? perhaps these is 
ſomething more ſolemn in the image it- 
ſelf, if 1 can get it well per formed. 

If I have been i ſtrumental in bring- 
ing you and Mr. Addiſon together with 
alt (meerity, I value myſelf upo it as an 
acceptable piece of ſervice io fuch a one 
as | know you to be. You, &c. 


} 


LETTER. LXX. 
Mr. Pope to lt. Jer war. 


Aug ut 27, 1714. 
AM jaſt arrived from Oxford, very 
well diverted and” entertained there. 
Every one is moch concerned for the 
Wer's death. No panegyrits ready yet 
tor the Ning. 1 
E admire your vhig-prificiples of reſiſt- 


ance exceddm ty, in che ſpi it of the Bar- 


crloniangs ; { join in you. wiſh for them. 
Mr. Addiſon's vertes on Liberty, in his 
letter from Italy, be a good form 
of prayer in y opinion, O Liberty ! thou 


Goddeſs heavenly bright, &c. 


What you mention of the friendly of- 
lice you endeavoured to vo betwixt Mr. 
Adi'ifon and me, deſerves acknouwledg- 


nents on my part. You thoroughly 


«now My regard to his charaQter, and 
My propenſity to teſtify it bv all ways in 
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my power. You as thoroughly know the 
ſcandalous frieanneſs of that proceeding 
which was uſed by Philips, 46 make a 
man.l ſo highly value ſuſpect my diſpo- 
fitions towards him. But as, after all, 
Mr. Addiſon mult be the judge in what 


regards himſelf, and has [ee ed to be 
nd very vg one to me: fo, I muſt on 


to you, L expect nothing but civility fc n 
him, how much foever I wilh tor his 
friendihip. As for ny offices of real 


kindnels or ſervice which it is in his power. 


to do me, I ſhould be athamed to receive 
them from any man who had no better 


opinion of my morals, than to think me 


a party-man ; nor of my temper, than 


tw. believe me capable of maligning or en- 


vying another's reputation as a poet. 
1 leave it to time to conyince him as to 
both, to ſhow him the ſhallow depths 


of thoſe half-witted creatures who mil- 


informed him, and to prove that I am 


incapable of endeavouring to leſſen a per- 


ſon whom I would be proud to imnate, 
and therefore aſhamed to flatter. In a 
word, Mr. Addiſon is ſure of my reſpect 
at all times, and of my real,-triendſhip 
whenever he ſhall think fit to know me 
for what I am, - 


For all that paſſed berwixt Dr. Swift 


and me, you know the whole (without 


reſei de) of cur correſpondence. The 
engagements I had to him were ſuck as 


the aftial ſervices he had done me, in 


relation to the ſubſcription for Homer, 


obliged me to. I muſt have leave to be 
grateful to him, and to any, one who 
{.fves me, let him be never ſo obnoxious | 
to any party; nor did the r 
ing 


ever put me to the bardſhip of 


this leave, which is the ale obliga- ö 
n 


k 
tion owe to it; and I expect no greater 
from the whiz-party than the ſame li- 
berty.—A one on the ward artys 
which I have been forced to vſe ſo often 
in this period ! I wiſh the preſent reign 
may put an eod to the diſtinction, that 


there may be no other for the future than + 


that of honeſt and knave, fool and man 
of ſenſe ;_ theſe: two forts muſt always be 


enemies; but for the reſt, may all people 


do as you and I, believe what they 


LETTER 
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LETTER IXXL | 
Mr. Poje to the Earl of Hahfax.' 


My Lend, Dec. 1, 1714. 
AM obliged to you both for the fayours 


you have done me, and for thoſe you 


intend me. I diſtruſt neither your will 
nor your memory, When it is 10 do good F 
and if ever I become troubleſome or fo- 
licitous, it muſt not be out of expe&a- 
tion, but out of gratitude. Your a 
ſhip may either cauſe me to Jive agreea- 
bly in the town, or contentedly in the 
country, which is really all the difference 
I ſet between an eaſy fortune and a ſmall 
one. It is indeed a high {train of gene- 


whty in you, to think of making me | 


eaſy all my life, only becauſe ] have 
been fo happy as to divert you fonie few 
hours : but if 1 may have leave to add, 


- it is becauſe you think me no enemy to 


my vative country, there will appear a 


better reaſon ; for J muſt of conſequence 
| be very much (as I ſincerely am) yours, 
Wo daauve you at heart. I am, &c. 


3 
, Fre ern. 
Dr. Parnelle to Mr. Pore. 


1 Au writing you a long, lettet, but all 
the tediouireſs I feel in 11 18, that it 


makes me during the time think more in- 


tently of my being far from you. I fan- 
cy, if 1 wete, with you, I could reinove 
ſome of the uncaſinels which you, may 
have felt flom the oppoſition of the 
world, and which you Full be aſhamed 


to feel, fince it is but the teſtimony which 


one part of it gives you that your merit 
is unqueſtionable. What would you have 


otherwiſe, from ignorance, envy, or thoſe 


tempers which vie with you in your own 
way? 1 know this in wankind, that 
when our ambition is unable to attain, us 
end, it is not only wearied, but exalpe- 
rated too at the vanity of its Jabours; 
then we ſpeak ill of happier fiudics, and 
ſighing condemn the excellence which we 
find above our reach. 


My Zulus +, which you uſed to write 
about, I finiſhed laſt ſpring, and left in 


town, I 'waited Gl] I came up to ſend It 


#* Th's and the three extraQts concerning 
the tranſlation of the firſt IH 24, (-t on foot by 
Mr. Addiſon, Mr. Pope omitted. in his tut 
edition, 

+ Printed for B. Lintot, 1515, Svo. and af- 
terwards added to the laſt edition of his poems, 
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| Book 111; 
you ; but not arriving here before your. 


doo was out, imagined it a loſt piece of 


labour, If you will ſtill have it, you need 
only write me ward, LR deed 

I have here (een the firſt book of Hes. 
mer t, which came out at a time when it 
could nor but, appear as a kind of ſerting, 
up againſt you. My opinion is, that | 


you may, if yon pleaſe, give them. 


thanks who writ, it. Neither the BUM, 
bers nor the ſp 1it, have an equal maſtery; 
with yours ; but what ſurpriſes me more 
is, that a ſcholar being concerned, there 
ſhould happen to be ſome miflakes in 
the author's ſenſe ; ſuch as putliog the 
light of Pallas's eyes into the eyes of 
Achilles, making the taunt of Achilles 
to Agamemyon: (that he ſhould have 
ſpoils when T:oy thould be taken) to be 
a cool and ſerious propoſal ; the tranſlat- 
ivg wat you call ablution by the word., 
als, and To leaving water out of the 
ine of luſtiation, &c. but you muſt, have 
taken notice of all this before. I Weite 
not to info m you, but to ſhew 1 always, 


— 


Extract from þ Letter of the Reverend. 


Dr. Berkley, Dean of London derry., 


: July 7. 1715. 
-SOME days ago, three or four 
gentlemen aud n:ytelt, exerting that right 


which all rcaders + pretend to over au- 


thors, late in judgment upon the two 
new etranſlations of che firſt lad, With-.- 
out partiality to my countrymen, I aflue 
you, they all gave the preference where: 
1 was due; being unanumoully of opi- 
nion, that yours was equally jult o the 
ſcuſe with Mr. ——'$s, and without com- 
pariſon more eaſy, more poetical, and 
more ſublime. But I will ſay no more 
on ſuch a thiead-bare ſubject as your late 
performance is at this time, I am, &c. 


Extract from a Letter of Mr. Gay "= 
Mr, Poje. 


"Ms July 8. 1715. 
T RaVer juſt ſet down Sir Samuel 
Garth. at the opera, He bid me tell 


you, that every body is pleaſed with 


t Written by Mr. Addiſon, and publ ſhed 
in the uame of Mr, Tickell. 


you r 
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your tranſlation, but a few at Button's ; 
and that Sir Richard Steele told him, 
that Mr. Addilon faid the other rranfla- 
tion was the beſt that ever was in any 
language “. He treated me with extreme 
civility, and out of kindneis gave me a 
ſqueeze 'by the fore-finger.-l am in- 
formed, that at- Button's your character 
is made very free with as to morals, &c, 
and Mr. Aidiſon ſays that your tranfla- 
tion and Tickell's are both very well 
done, but that the latter has more of 
Homer. I am, &c. 


Extract from a letter of Dr. Arbuthnot to 
Mr. Pope. 


July 9, 1715, 

I CONGRATULATE you upon 
Mr. Ts firtt book, It does not indeed 

want its merit; but I was ſtrangely diſ- 
appointed in my expeRation of a tranſla- 
non nicely true to the origiaal; whereas 
In thoſe parts where the greateſt exattneſs 
| ſeems to be demanded, he has been the 
leaſt careful, 1 mean the hiſtory ot 
ancient ceremonies and rites, &e. in which 
you have with gieat judgment been exatt, 
Jam, &c, 


LETTER LXXIII. 
Mr. Pope to the Hon. James Craggs, Ejq. 
July 15, 1715. 
1 Lay hold of the opportunity given me 
by my Lord Duke of Shrewſbury, to 
alſuie you of the continuance of that 
eſteem and affection 1 have long borne 
you, and the memory of fo many agree- 


able converſations as we have paſled to- 


gether. I wiſh it were a compliment to 
lay, ſuch converſations as are not ſo he 


found on this ſide of the water; for the 


Ipirit of diſſenſion is gone forth among us: 
not is it a wonder that Button's is no 
onger Buiton's, when old England is no 
longer old England, that region of hoſ- 
pitality, ſociety, and good humour. Party 
affe cts us all, even the wits, though they 
pain as little by politics, as they do by 
their wit, We talk much of fine ſenſe, 
. tefined ſenſe, and exalted ſenſe; but for 


Si Richard Steele after wards, in his pre- 
ace an edition of the Drummer, à comedy 
by M: Andifon, ſhews it to be his opinion, 
tat © Mr, Additon himſclf was the perlon 
who trantlated this book.“ 
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uſe and happineſs, give me à little com- 
mon ſenſe. 1 fay this in regard to fome 
gentlemen, proteſſcd wits of our acquaint- 
ance, who fancy they can make poetty of 
contequence at this time of day, in the 
midſt of this raging fit of politics. For 
they tell me, the buſy part of the na- 
tion are not more divided about 'whig and 
tory, than theſe idle fellows of the fea- 
ther about Mr. T—'s and my trauſlation. 
1 (like the tories) have the town in gene- 
ral, that is, the mob, on. my ſide; but 
it is uſual with the ſmaller party to make 
up in induftry what they want in number, 
and that is the caſe with the little ſenare 
of Cato. However, if our principles be 
well conſidered, I muſt appear a brave 
whig, and Mr. T— a rank tory ; I tranſ- 
lated Homer for the public in general, he 
to gratify the inordinate deſires of one 


man only. We have, it ſeems, à great 


Turk in poetry, who can never bear a 
brother on the throne; and has his mutes 
too, a ſet of nodders, winkers, and whil- 
perers, whole buſineſs is to (trangle all 
other offsprings of wit in their birth. 
The new trantlator of Homer is the hum- 
bleſt ſlave he has, that is to fay, his firſt 
minitter; let him receive the honours he 
gives me, but receive. them with fear 
and trembling; let him be proud of the 
approbation of his abſolute Lord, IL ap- 
peal to the people, as my rizhttul judges 
and maſters; and if they are not inclined 
io condemn me, I fear no arbitrary high- 
flying proceeding from the ſmall court- 


faction at Button's. But after all I have 


ſaid of this great man, there is no rupture 
between us. We are each of us fo civil 
and obliging, that neither thinks he is 
obliged: and I, for my part, treat with 
him as we do with the grand monarch, 
who has too many great qualities not to 
be reipeced, though we know he watches 
any occaſion to opprets us. 

Mien I talk of Homer, I muſt not for- 


get the early preſent you made me of 


Monheur de la Motte's book : and I can- 
not conclude this letter without telling 
you a melancholy piece of news, which 
affects our very entrails, I is dead, and 


ſouprs are no more l you fre I write in 


the old familiar way, © This is not to 
„the miniiter, but to the friend +.” 


+ aliud'ng to St. John's letter to Prior, 
publiſh:d in the Report of the Secret Cam- 
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However, it is ſome mark of uncmman 
regard to the er ah that L ſteal an ex- 
preſſion from a Seczeracy of State. 

Sh CR | I am, &c. 


LETTER LXXHV.”. 
Mr. Pope to Mr. Congreve. 


| Jan. 16, 1714-15» 
ETHINKsS when I write to you, I am 
1 making a confethon ; I have got (1 
cannot tell how) ſuch a cuſtom ef throw- 
ing mylelf out upon paper without re- 
ſerve, You were not miſtaken in what 
ou judged of my temper of mind when 
writ laſt, My faults will not be hid 
from you, and perhaps it is no diſpraiſe 
to me that they will not : the cleanneſs 
and purity of one's mind is never beiter 
proved, than in diſcovering its own fault 
at firſt view; as when a ſtream ſhews the 
dirt at its bottom, it ſhews alſo the tranſ- 

parency of the water. | 

My ſpleen was not occaſiontd, how- 
ever, by any thing an abuſive argry cri- 
tic could write of me. I take very kind- 
ly your heroic manner of conęratulation 
upon this ſcandal; for I think pothi»g 
more honourable, than to be invo'ved in 
the ſame fate with all the great and the 
good that ever lived ; that is, to be en- 

vied and cenſured by bad writers. | 
You do more than auſwer my expect- 


ations of you, in declaring how weil you 


take my freedom, in ſometimes vegleR- 
ing, as I do, to reply to your letters (6 
ſoon as I ought. Thoſe who have a right 
taſte of the ſubſtantial part of friendſhip, 
can wave the ceremonial : a friend is the 
only one that will bear the omiſſion ; and 
one may find who is not ſo, by the . very 
trial ot it. 

As to any anxiety I have concerning 
the fate of my Homer, the care is over 
with me; the world mult be the judge, 
and 1 ſhall be the fuſt to conſent to the 
juſtice of its judgment, whatever it be. 
I am not ſo arrant an author as even to 
deſire, that it Iam in the wrong, al) man- 
kind ſhould be fo. 

I am mightily pleaſed with a ſoying of 
Monſieur Tourreil : “ When a man 
« writes, he ovght to animate himſelf 
« with the thoughts of pleaſing all the 
« world; but he is to renounce that de- 
4 fire or hope the very moment the book 
4 gots out of his hands,” | 


Book Ill 


I write this fram Binfield, whither l 
came yeſterday, havipg paſſed a few day 
in my way with my Lord Bulingbroke; 
I go to London ip thiee days me, and 
will not fail to pay à vitit to Mr. Mx, 
whom I ſaw not long ſince at my Lord 
Halifax's, I haped from thence he had 
ſome hopes of advantage from the, pre- 
ſent adminiſtratjon; for few people (I 
think) but 1 pay reſpeAs to gieat men 
without any profpefts. I am in the faicelt 
way in the world of being not worth a 
groat, being born both a papiſt and a 
poet. This puts me in mind of re- 


acknowledging your continued endeavours 


to enrich me, But, I can tel] you, it is 
to no purpoſe, for without the chen, 
equum mi animum ipſe parabo. ö 


© 9 enn enn. 


From the ſame to the fame. 
| March 19, 1714-18. 


TR farce of the What-«'ye-ca!l-ijt * 
has occafipned many different ſpecu- 


lations in the t-wn, Some looked upon 


it as a mere jeſt upon the tragic poets, 
others as a fatire vpon the late war. Mr. 
Cromwell hearing none of the words, and 
{-eing the action to be tragical, was much 
aſtoniſhed to find the avdience laugh; and 


ſays the prince and princeſs mult doubt- 


leſs be under ro. leſs amaaement on the 
ſame account. Several templars, and 
others of the more vociferous. kind. of 
critics, went with a reſolution to hiſs, and 
confeſſed they were foiced to laugh fo 
much, that they forgot the deſign they 
came with. The court in general has ig 
a very particular manner come into the 
jeſt, and the three firſt nigh's (norwith- 
ſtanding two of them were court- nights) 
were diſtinguiſhed by very full audiences 
of the fiſt quality, The common peg+ 
ple of the pit and gallery receiyed it at 
fhrit. with prent graviiy and ſ:datenels, 
ſame tew with tears ; but after the thiyd 
day they alſo took the hint, and haye 
ever ſince been very loud in their claps- 
"There are {fill ſome ſober men who cap- 
not be of the general opinion ; but the 
laugheis are ſo much the majority, that 
ore or two c:itics ſeem determined to un- 
cecuve the town at their proper.coft, -by 


Wirten by Cay. 


r 


ng 
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writing grave diſſertations againſt it: to 
encourage them in which laudable deſign, 
it is refulved a preface ſhall be prefixed 
to the farce, in vindication of the nature 
and di.nity of this new wav of writing. 
| Yelterday Mr. Sterle's arfair was de- 
cid-d; I am forry I can be of no other 
opinion than yours, as to his whole car- 
nage and writings of late. But certainly 
he has wot only been puniſhed by others, 
but ſuffered much .even from his own 
party in the point of character, nor (I 
believe) received any amends in that of 
intereſt, as yet, whatever may be his 
proſpetis for the futwe. | 

This gentleman, among a thouſand 
others, is a great inftance of the tate of 
all who are carried away by party-ſpirit, 
of any hde. I wilh all violence may 
ſucceed as ill: but am really amazed that 
ſo much of that four and pernicious qua- 


iy mould be joined with ſo much natu- 


ral good humour as, I think, Mr. Steele 
is poſſ. ſſed of. I am, &c. 


LETTER LXXVI. 
From the ſame to the ſame. 
| April 70 1715. 


M* Pope is going to Mr. Jervas's, 
where Mr. Addiſon is fitting for his 


pifture; in the mean ume amidſt clouds of 


tobacco at a coffee houſe 1 write this let- 
lei. There is a grand tevolution at 
Will's j Morrice has quitted for a coffee- 
houſe in the city, and Ti:comb. is 1e- 
llored, to the great joy of Cromwell, who 
Was at a gieat lots tot a perſon to conveiſe 
with upon the fathers and church hiſtory ; 
the knowledge I gain from him is entirely 
in painting and pottry ; and Mr. Pope 
owrs all his {kill in aftronomy to bim and 
Mr. Whiſton, fo celebrated of late for 
lus diſcovery of the longitude in an extra- 
ordinary copy of verſes *®. Mr. Rowe's 
une Gray is to be played in Eafter-week, 
when Mrs. Oldfield is to pe! ſonate a cha- 
ratter directly oppoſite to female nature; 
lor what woman ever deſpiſed ſovereign- 
ty? you know Chaucer has a tale where 
2 knizht ſaves his head by diſcovering it 
was the thing which all women moſt co- 
reted, Mr. Pope's Homer is retarded by 
tie great rains that have fallen of late, 
which cauſes the ſheets to be long a-diy- 


Called, A» Ode on the Longitude, in 
Swift and Pope's M:ſccllanies. 
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ing; this, gives Mr. Lintot great uneaſi- 
neſs, who is now endeayouring to corrupt 


the curate of his pariſh to pray for fair 


weather, that his work may go on. 
There is a ſix- penoy criticiſm lately pub- 
liſhed upon the tragedy of the What- 


d'ye-call-it, wherein he with much judg- 


ment and learning calls me a blockhead, 
and Mr. Pope a knave. His grand 
charge is againſt the Pilgrim's Progrets 


being read, which, he ſays, is directly le- 


velled at Cato's reading Plato; to back 
this cenſure, he goes on to tell you, that 
the Pilgrim's Progreſs being mentioned 
to be the eighth edition, makes the te- 


flection evident, the tragedy of Cato hay- 


ing juſt eight, times (as he 2 ex- 
preſſes it) viſited the preſs. He has alſo 


endeavoured to ſhew, that every parti- 


cular paſſage of the play alludes to ſome 


fine part of tragedy, which he fays I- 


have injudicioufly and profanely abuſed +. 
Sir Samuel Garth's poem upon my Lord 


Clare's houſe, I believe, will be publiſhed 


in the Eafter- week. : 

Thus far Mr. Gay, who has in his 
letter foreſtalled all the ſubjefts of diver- 
ſion ; unleſs it ſhould be one to you to 


ſay, that I fit up till two o'clock over 


burgundy and champaigne; and am be- 
come ſo much a rake, that I ſhall be 
aſhamed in a ſhort time to be thought to 
do any fort of buſineſs. 1 fear I muſt 
get the pout by drinking; purely for a 


faſhionable pretence to fit (till long enough 


to tranſlate four books of Homer. I hope 


you'll by that time he up again, and 1 


may ſucceed to the bed and couch of 


predeceſſor ; pray cauſe the ſtuffing to be 
' repaired, and the crutches ſhortened for 


me, The calamity of your gout is what 


all your friends, that is to ſay, all that 


know you, muſt ſhare in; we defire you 
in your turn to condole with us, who are 


under a perſecution, and much afflifted 
with a dittemper which proves mortal to 
many poets, a criticiſms We have in- 
deed ſome relieving intervals of laughter 


(as you know there are in ſome diſeaſes), 
and it is the opinion of divers good gueſ- 
lers, that the laſt fit will not be more vio- 
lent than advantageous ; for poets aſſailed 


by critics, are like men bitten by taran- 


tulas, they dance on ſo much the faſter, 


Rr | Mr. 


+ This curious piece was entitled, A 
Complete Key to the What-d'ye-call-it, 


written by one Griffin, à player, aſſiſted by 


Lewis Theobald. 
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Mr. Thomas Burnet hath played the 
precurſor to the coming of Homer, in a 
treatiſe called Homerides. He has ſince 
riſen very much in his criticiſms, and 


after affaulting Homer, made a daring. 


attack upon the What-d'ye-call-it “. Yet 
there is not a proclamation iſſued for the 
burning of Homer and the Pope by the 
common hangman ; nor is the What- 
d'ye-call it yet ſilenced by the Lord 
Chamberlain. Your, &c. 


J 


LETTER: LXXVI. 
Mr. Congreve to Mr. Pope. 


| May 6. 
] Have the pleaſure of your very kind 
letter. I have always been obliged to 
you for your friendſhip and concern for 
me, and am more affected with it than I 
will take upon me to expre!s in this let- 
ter. I do aſſure you there is no return 
wanting on my part, and am very ſorry 
1 had not the good luck to ſee the Dean 
before I left the town; it is a great ple a- 
fure to me, and not a little vanity, to think 
that he mifſes me. As to. my health, 
which you are ſo kind to inquire after, it 
is not worſe than in London: I am al- 
moſt afraid yet to ſay that it is better, for 
I cannot reaſonably expect much effect 
from theſe waters in fo ſhort a time; but 
in the main they ſeem to agree with me. 
Here is tot one creature that I know, 
which, next to the few I would chuſe, 
contributes very much to my ſatisfaction. 
At the fame time that I regrit the want 
of your converſation, I pleaſe myſelf with 
- thinking that you are where you firſt 


ought to be, and engaged where you can- 


not do too much. Pray we y humble 
ſervice and beſt wiſhes to your good mo- 
ther. I am ſorry you do not teme how 
Mr. Gay does in his health; I ſhould 
have been glad to have heard he was bet- 
ter. My young amanuenſis, as you call 
Him, I am afraid, will prove but a wood- 
en one: and you know ex quowvts ligne. 
Kc. Yau will pardon Mrs. R 's pe- 
dantry, and believe me to be your, &c. 
P. S. By the incloſed you will fee I am 
like to he impreſſed. and enrolled in the 
lit of Mr. Curll's authors; but, I thank 
God ! I ſhall have your company. I be- 


lieve it high time you ſhould think of ad- 


miniſtering ancther emetic. = 


la one of his papers called The Crunbler. 
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LETTER LXXVII. 
The Rev. Dean Berkley to Mr. Poe. 


Leghorn, May 1, 1714. 
7 S 1 take ingratitude to be a greater 
* . 7 — 
crime than impertinence, I chuſe ta- 
ther to tun the 11{que of being thought 


_ guilty of the latter, than not to return 


you my thanks for a very agreeable en- 
tertaiument you juſt NOW gave me, I 


have accidenta!ly met with your Rape of 


the Lock here, having never ſeen it be- 
fore. Style, painting, judgment, ſpirit, I 
had already admited in other of your 
writings ; but in this I am charmed with 
the magic of your invention, with all thole 
images, alluſions, and inexplicable beau- 
ties, which you raiſe fo furpritivgly, and 
at the ſame time fo naturally, out of a 
trifle. And yet I cannot fay that I was 
more plraſed with the reading of it, than 
I am with the pretext it gives me to re- 
new in your thoughts the remembrance of 
one who values no happineſs beyond the 
friendſhip of men of wit, learning, and 


good natus e. | 


I remember to have heard you mention 
ſoine half-formed defign of coming te 
Italy. What might we not expect from 
a muſe that fings ſo well in the bleak cli- 
mate of England, if ſhe felt the ſame 
warm fun, aid breathed the ſame air, 
with Virgil and Horace ? | 

There are here an incredible number of 
poets, that have all the inclination, but 
want the genius, or perhaps the ait, of 
the ancients, Some among them, who 
underitand Engliſh, begin to reliſh our 


authors; and I am informed that at 


Florence they have tranſlated Milton into 
Italian verſe. If one who knows fo well 
how to write like the old L. tin poets 
came among them. it would probably be 
a mear's to retrieve them from their cold, 
trivial conceits, to an imitation of their 
predeccfſors. | 
As merchants, antiqu+ries, men of 
plea ure, &c. have all different views in 
travelling ; I krow not whether it might 
not be worth a poe''s while to travel, in 
order to ſtore his mind with ſtrong images 
of nature. | 
Green fields and groves, flowery mea- 
dows and purling dreams, are no where 
in ſuch perſe Gion as in England: but if 
you would know lightfome days, warm 
ſurs, and blue ſkies, you muſt come to 
Italy; and to enable-a man to deſcribe 
| rocks 


Err es "'. 
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rocks and precipices, it is abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary thai he paſs the Alps. 

You will eaſily perceive that it is ſelf. 
intereſt makes me ſo fond of giving ad- 


vice to one who has no need of it, If 


you came into thele parts I ſhould fly to 
ire you. I am here (by the favour of my 
good fiend the Dean of St. Patrick's) in 
quality of chaplain to the Earl of Peter- 


borough 3 who about three months ſince 


left the greateit part of his family in this 
town, God knows how long we ſhall 
tay here, I am your, &c. 


LETTER LXXIX. 


Mr. Pope to Mr. Jerwas in Ireland. 


July 9, 1716. 
Tee u, as you rightly remark, 1 pay 
my tax but once in half a year, yet 

you ſhall ſee by this letter upon the neck 


,of my laſt, that I pay a double tax, as 


we non-jurors ought to do, Your ac- 
quaintance on this ſide of the ſea are un- 
der terrible apprekenſiuns, from your long 
ſtay in Ireland, that you may giow too 
polite for them; far we think (ſince the 
great ſucceis of ſuch a play as the Noa- 
ju'or) that politeneſs is gone over the 
waiter. But others are of opinion it has 
been longer among you, and was intto- 
duced much about the ſame time with 
frogs, and with equal ſucceſs, Poor po- 
ery! the little that is lett of it here longs 
to crols the ſeas, and leave Euſilen in full 
and peaceable poſſeſſion of the Briuiſh lau- 
ie], and we begin to wiſh you hail the 
ſinging of our ports, as well as the croak- 
ing/of our fiogs, to yourſelves, in /ecula 
ſeculorum. It would be well in exchange, 
if Parnelle, and two or three more of your 
ſwans, would come hither ; eſp-cially that 
ſwan, who, like a true modern one, does 
not ling at all, Dr. Swift. I am (lite 
the reit of the world) a ſufferer by his 
Aenels. Indeed I hate that any man 
ſhould he idle, while I muſt tranſlate and 
comment; and I may the more tincerely 
wiſh for good poetry from others, becauſe 
Lam become a perſon out of the que ion; 
for a tranſlator is no more a pcet, than a 
taylor is A Man. | 

You are, donhtleſs, perſuaded cf the 
validity of that famous verſe, 


is expeQation makes a blefſing dear. 


but why would you make your friends 
fondzr of you than they are? Thee is 
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no manner of need of it. We begin to 
expect you no more than anti-chrilt ; a 
man that hath ablented himſelf fo long 
from his friends ought to be put inte the 
Gazette, : 

Everv bo iy here has great need of 
you. Many faces have died for want of 
your pencil, and blooming ladies have 
withered in expecting yuur teturn, Even 
Frank and Betty (hat conſtant pair) 


cannot confole the-(eives tor your ab- 


ſence; I fancy they will be forced to 
make heir own piflure in a pretiy babe, 
betore you come home ; it will be a no» 
ble ſubjeRt for a family piece. Come 
then; and having propled Ireland with a 
world of beautiful ſhailows, come to us, 
and fee with that eye (which, like the 
eye of the world, creates beauties by 
looking on them), ſce, I ſay, how Eng- 
land has altered the airs of all its heads 
in your abſence; any with what ſneak- 
ing city attitudes vur mot cclehrated per- 
ſonages appear, in the mere mortal works 
of our punters. 

Mr Forteſcue is much yours; Gay 
commemorates you; and lattly (to climb 
by jaſt eps and degrees) my Lord Bur- 
lington defives you may be put in mind 
of him. H©lis gardens flouriſh, bis truce | 


tures (iſe, his pities arrive, and (what is 


far more valua le than all) his own good 
qualities daily extend themſelves to all 
about him: of whom I the mea-eſt (next 
to ſume Italian fiddiers and Engiith brick= 


layers) ain a living initance. Adieu. 


LETTER LXXY, 


From the ſame to the ſame. 
| Nov. 14, 1716. 


JF I had not done my utmoſt to end my 


life to pleaſantly as to forget ali miſ- 


fortunes, 1 ſhould tell you | reckoned 


your ablence no ſmall one; but 1 hope 
you have allo had many god and plea- 
{ant reuſons to forget yuur f'iends on this 
hde the world. If a with could tranſ- 
port me to you and your preient comnya- 
nions, I could do the ſume. De. Swift, 
believe. is a very good lanilord and a 


Cheerful hoſt at his own table; 1 ſuphoſe 


he has perfectly learnt himſelt, what he 
has tauaht {0 many others, ruhig Ng 12 


famre lagena : elſe he would not make a 


proper hott for your humble ſervant, who 
(you know) thou; h he drinks a glaſs as 
leldom as any man, contrives to break 

one. 
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one as often. But it is a conſolation to 
me, that I can do this, and many other 
enormities, under my own roof, 

But that you and I are upon equal 
terms, in all friendly lazineſs, and have 
taken an inviolable oath to cach other, 
always to do what we will; I ſhould re- 
proach you for ſo long a ſilence. The 
beit amends you can make for ſaying no- 
thing to me 1s by ſaying all the good you 
can of me, which is, that I heartily love 
and efteem the Dean and Dr, Parnelle. 

Gay is yours and theirs. His ſpirit is 
awakened very much in the cauſe of the 
Dean, which has broke forth in » cou- 
rageous couplet or two upon Sir Richard 
Blackmore; he has printed it with his 
name to it, and bravely aſſigas no other 
reaſon, than that the ſaid Sir Richard 
has abuſed Dr. Swift. 
fered in the like cauſe, and ſhall ſuffer 
more: unleſs Parnelle ſends me his 
Zoilus and Book-worm (which the Biſhop 
of Clogher, I hear, greatly extols), it 
will be ſhortly, concurrere bellum atque 
virum.— | love you all, as much as I de- 
ſpiſe moſt wits in this dull countty. Ire- 
land has turned the tables upon England ; 
and if I have no poetical friend in my 
own nation, I will be as proud as Scipio, 
and ſay (ſince I am reduced to {kin and 
bone) Ingrata patria, ne ofla quidem 
| habeas. | 


LET TER LXXXI. 


Mr. Poje to Mr. Jerwas in Ireland. 


Nov. 29, 1716. 


T Har you have not heard from me of 
late, aſcribe nat to the ulual lazineſs 
of your correſpondent, but to a ramble 
to Oxford, where your name 18 men- 
tioned with honcur, even in a land flow- 
ing with tories I had the good fortune 
there to be otten in the converſation of 
Doctor Clarke: he entertaivei ime with 
ſevera! drawings, and particularly with 
the original defigns of Inigo Jones's 
Whitehall. I there ſaw and reverenced 
ſome of your firſt pieces 3 which future 
painters are to look upon as we poets do 
on the Culex of Virgil and Batrachom. ef 
Homer. | 
Having named this latter piece, give 
me leave to atk what is become of Dr. 


I have alſo ſuf- 
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Parnelle and his frogs * ? Oblituſque ne. 
orum, obliwiſcendus et illis, might be Ho- 
race's wiſh, but will never be mine while 


| have ſuch meorums as Dr. Parnelle and 


Dr. Swift. I hope the ſpring will te. 
ore yon to us, and with you all. the 
beauties and colours of nature. Not but 
| congratulate you on the pleaſure you 
muſt take in being ad wired in your own 


country, which to ſeldom happens to 


prophets and poets ; but in this you have 
the advantage of poets: you a.e maſter 
of an art that muſt proſper and grow 
rich, as long as people love, or are proud 
of themſelves, or their own perſons, 
However, you have ſtaysd long enough, 
methinks, to have painted all the num- 
berleſs hiltories of old Ogygia. It you 
have begun to be hiſtorical, I recommend 
to your hand the ſtory which every pious 
Iriſhman ought io begin with, that of St. 
Patrick; to the end you may be obliged 
(as Dr. P. was, when he tranſlated the 
Barrachomuomachia) to come into Eng- 
land, to copy the frogs, and ſuch other 
vermin as were never ſeen in that land 


ſince the time of that confeſſor. 


1 long to fee you a hiſtory painter, 
You have already done enough for the 
private, do ſomething for the public; 
and be not confined,” like the reſt, to 
draw only ſuch ſilly ſtories as our own 
faces tell of us. The ancients too ex- 
pe&t you ſhould do them right; thoſe 


ſtatues from Which you learned your 


beautiful and noble 1deas, demand it as 
2 piece of gratitude from you, to make 


them truly known to all nations, in the 


account you intend to wiite of their cha- 


rafters. I hope you think more warmly 
than ever of that deſign, 


As 10 your inqum y' about your houſe; 


. when I come within the walls, they put 


me in mind ot thoſe of Carthage, where 
your friend, like the wandering Trojan, 


Animum picturd paſcit ant. 


For the ſpacious manſion, like a Turkiſh 
caravanſerah, entertains the yagabonds 
with only bare lodging. I rule the fami- 
iy very il, keep bad hours, and lend out 
your piciures about the town, See whet 
it is to have a poet in your houſe ! Frank 
indeed does ail he can ia ſuch a citcum- 
ſtance ; for, conſidering he has a wild 


* Re tranſlated the Batrachom. of Ho- 
mer, WEICh is printed amnonglit his poems. 


beaſt 


. 
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beaſt in it, he conſtantly keeps the door 
chained : every time it is opened, the 
links rattle, the ruſty hinges ar. The 
houſe ſeems ſo ſenſihle that you are its 
ſupport, that it is ready to drop in your 
abſence ; but I (till truſt myſelf under its 


roof, as depending that Providence will - 


preſe: ve ſo many Raphaels, Titians, and 
Guidos, as are l deed in your cabinet. 


Sarely the fins of one poet can hardly be 


ſo heavy, as to bring an ol} houſe over 
the heads of ſo many painters. In a 
word your houſe is falling ; but what of 
that? I am only a loger “. 


LETTE R LAKE 
Mr. Pope to Mr. Fenton. 


Str, May 5. 

HaD not omitted anſwering yours of 

the 18ih of laſt month, hut out of a 
deſire to. give you ſome certain and ſati(- 
factory account, Which way, and at what 
tine, you might take your jou nry. I 
am now co » mitlioned to tell you, thit 
Mr. Craggs will expect you on the rig 
of the parliament, which will be as ſoon 
as he can receive you in the manner he 
would rec-ive a an de B. lles Lettres, 
that is, in tranquillity and full leiſure. 1 
dire lay vourr way of ite (which, in my 
taite, will he the beit in the world, and 
with one of the heſt men in the world) 
mutt prev. highly to your contentment, 
Anil, I mo d, it will be {til} the more 
a joy to me, as 1 {hall reap a parnicular 
advantage from the good I fhall have 
done in bing ing you together, by fering 
it in my own geighbourhood. Mr. 
Cragzs has taken 43 houſe cloſe by mine, 
wii her he propoſes to come in three 
weeks; in the mean time J heartily in- 
vic you to lire with ine: where a frugal 
and phitofophical diet, tor a time, may 
ewe you a higher reliſh of that elegant 
way of life you will enter into after. 1 


delle to know by the niit pott how toon 


| my hope for von. : 

am a little ſcandalized at your com- 
plaint that your time lies heavy on your 
hands when the Muſ-s have put ſo many 
good materials into your neat to employ 
thein. As to your queition, What I am 
dong? I anſwer, Jait what I have been 


domg ſome years, my duty; ſecondly, , 


W- 4 4 > Ag = | 
Aung to the tory of the I. iſhman. 
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relieving myſelf with neceſſary amuſe- 


ments, or exerciſes, which ſhall ſerve 
me inſtead of phyſic as long as they can; 
thirdly, reading till I am tired; and lait- 
ly, writing when | have no other thing 
in the world to do, or no friend to enter- 
tain in company, - 

My mother is, I thank G.d, the 
eaſier, if not the better, for my cares; 
and I am the happier in that regard, as 
well as in the conſciouſneſs of doing my 
belt. My next felicity is in retaining the 
good opinion of honeſt men, who think 
me not quite undeſerving of it; aud in 
finding no injuries from others hurt me, 
as long as I know myſelf, I will add the 
lincerity with which I ad towaris inge- 
nous and undefigning men, and which 
makes me always (even by à natural 
hond) their friend; therefore believe me 
very alfeRionately your, c. 


LETTER LXXXUL 


Rev. Dean Berkley + to Mr. Pope. 


Naples, O. 22, N. S. 171). 
] Have long had it in my thoughts to 
trouble you with a letter, but was 
diſcouraged for want of ſomething that 1 


could think worth ſending fifteen hun- 


dre miles. Italy is ſuch an exhauſted 
fibjet, that, I dare ſay, you would 
eaſily forgive my ſaying nothing of it; 
and the imagination of a poet is a thin 
ſo nice and delicate, that it is no ay 
matter to find out images capable of giv- 


ing pleaſure to one of the few who (in 


ary aye) have come up to that charater. 
I am nevertheleſs lately returned from an 
ifland, where I paſſed three or four 


months; which, were it ſet owt in its 


true colours, might, methinks, amuſe 
you agreeably ,enough for a minute or 
two. The hand Inarime is an epitome 
of the whole earth, containing within the 
compaſs of eighteen miles, a wonderful 
variety of hills, vales, razg:4 rocks, 
fruitful plains, and barten mountains, 
all thrown together in a moſt romaatic 
confuſiop. The air is in the hotteſt ſ-a- 
ſon conſtantly refreſhe by cool breezes 
from the fea. The vales produce excel- 
lent wheat and Indian corn, but ate moſt- 
ly covered with vin-yards, interinixed 


” Afterwards Biſhop of Cloyn- in Ir-l-nd, 
author of the Dialogucs of Hyias-and Phila- 
nous, the Minute Philoſopher, &. ; 
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with fruit-trees. Beſides the common 
kinds, as cherries, apricots, peaches, &c. 


they produce oranges, limes, almonds. 
pomegranates, figs, water-melons, and 


many other fruits unkoown to our cli- 


mates, which lie every where open to the 
. paſſenger. The hills are the greater part 
covered to the top with vines, ſome with 
cheſnut groves, and others with thickets 
of myrtle and lentiſcus. The fields in the 
northern fide are divided by hedge-rows 
of myrtle. Several fountains and rivu- 
lets add to the beauty of this landſcape, 
which is likewiſe ſet off by the variety of 
ſome barren ſpots, and naked rocks. 
But that which crowns the ſcene is a large 
mountain, riſing out of the middle of the 
ifland (once a terrible volcano, by the 
ancients called Mons Epomeus) ; its 
lower parts are adorned with vines, and 
other fruits; the middle affords paſture 
to flocks of goats and ſheep; and the top 


is a ſandy pointed rock, from which you 


have the fineſt. prolpect in the world, 


ſurveying at one view, befides feveral 


_ Pleaſant iflands lying at your feet, a 
tract of Italy about three hundied miles 
in length, from the promontory of An- 
tium to the cape of Palinurus: the greater 
part of which hath been ſung by Homer 
and Virgil, as making a contiderable part 
of the travels and adventures of their 
two heroes. The iflands Caprea, Pro- 
chyta, and Parthenope, together wich 
Cajeta, Cumæ, Monte Miſeno, the ha- 
bitations of Circe, the Syrens, and the 
Lzttrigones, the bay of Naples, the pro- 
montory of Minerva, and the whole 
Campagnia Felice, make but a part of 
this noble landſcape ; which would de- 
mand an imagination as warm, and num— 
bers as flowing, as your own, to deſcribe 
it. The inhabitants of this delicious ille, 
as they are without riches and honours, 
ſo are they without the vices and follies 
that attend them; and were they but as 
much ſtrangers to revenge, as they ae 
to avarice and ambition, they might in fact 
anſwer the poetical notions of the golden 
age. But they have pot, as an alloy to 
their happineſs, an ill habit of mur- 
dering one another on flight offences. 
We had an inſtance of this the ſecond 
night after our ariival, a youth of 
eighteen being ſhot dead by our docr: 
and yet by the ſole ſecret of minding our 
own buſineſs, we found a means of living 
ſecurely among thoſe dangerous people. 


3 
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Would you know how we paſs the time 
at Naples? Our chief entertainment ig 
the devotion of our neighbours : beſides 
the gaiety of their churches (whete folks 
go to lee what they call una bella dew. 
tione, i. e. 2 lort of religious opera), 
they make fire-works almoſt every week, 
out of devotion; the ſtreets are often 
hung with arras out of devotion ; and 
(what is dill more ſtrange) the ladies in- 
vite gentlemen to their houſes, and treat 
them with mulic and ſweermeats, out of 


' devotion : in a word, were it not for this 


devotion of its inhabitants, Naples would 
have little elſe to recommend it, befide 
the air and ſituation. Learning is in no 
mate here, as indeed no 
where elſe in Italy; however, among 
many pretenders, ſome men of taſte ate 
to be met with. A friend of mine told 
me not long fince, that being to viſt 
Salvini at Florence, he found him read- 
ing you: Homer : he liked the notes ex- 
tremely, and could find no other fault 
with the verſion, but that he thought it 
approached too near a paraphraſe ; which 
ſhews him not to be ſufficiently acquaint- 
ed with our language. I wiſh you health 
to go on with that noble work, and when 
you have that, I need not wiſh you fuc- 
ceſs. You will do me the juſtice to be- 
lieve, that whatever relates to your wel- 
fare is incerely withed by your, &c. 


LETTER rr. 


Mr. Pope to vo, 


5 Dec. 12, 1718. 

1 projet of a window in the 
boſom, to render the ſoul of man vi- 
ſible, is what every honeſt friend has ma- 
nifold eaſon to with for; yet even that 
would not do in our caſe, while you 
are ſo far ſepiratcd from me, and fo 
long. I begin to fear you will die in Ire- 
Jani, and that denunciation will be ful- 


filled upon you, Hibernus es, et in Hiber- 


niam rewerteris. I ſhould be apt to think 
you in -Sincho's caſe; ſome Duke has 
made you governor of an ifland, or wet 
place, and you are adminittering laws to 
the wild Iriſh. But I muſt own, When 


you talk of building and planting, you 
touch my ſtring; and I am as apt '0 
pardon you, as the fellow that thought 
himſelf Jupiter, would have pas doned 
the other madman who called himſelf bis 

+ brother 


Book It. 


Se. I. 


brother Neptune. Alas, Sir, do you 
know whom you talk to ? one that has 
been a poet, was degraded to a tranſ- 
lator, and at laſt, through me:e dulnels, 
is turned an architect. You know 
Martial's cenſure, Præconem facito. vel 
archilectum. However, 1 have one way 
left, to plan, to elevate, and to ſurpriſe 
(as Bayes ſays) ; the next news you may 


expect to hear is, that I am in debt. 


The hiſtory of my tranſplantation and 
ſettlement, which you deſire, would re- 
quire a volume; were I to enumerate the 


many projects, difficulties, viciſſitudes, 


and various fates, attending that import- 
ant part of my life: much more, ſhould 
I deſcribe the many dravughts, eleva- 
tions, profiles, pe: ſpectives, &c. of every 
palace and garden propoſed, intended, 
and happily raiſed, by the ſtrength of 
that faculty wherein all great geniuſes 
excel, imagination. At laſt, the gods 
and fate have fixed me on the borders 
of the Thames, in the diſtricts of Rich- 
mond and Twicke! bam: it is here I 
have paſſed an entire year of my life, 
without any fixed abode in London, or 
more than caſting a tranſitory glance 
(tor a day or two at molt in a month) on 
the pomps of the town. It is here [ 
hope to receive you, Sir, returned from 
eternizing the Irel+nd of this age. For 
you my ſtructures riſe ; for you my colon- 
nades extend their wings; for you my 
groves aſpire, and roſes bloom. And, 
to ſay truth, 1 hope potterity (which, no 
doubt, will be made acquainted with all 
theſe things) will look upon it as one of 


the principal motives of my architecture, 


that it was a manhon prepared to receive 
you, againſt your own ſhould fall to duſt, 
which is deſtined to be the tomb of poor 
Frank and Betty, and the immortal mo- 
nument of the fidelity of two ſuch ſer- 
vants, Who have excelled in conſtancy the 
very rats of your family. 

What more can I tell you of myſelf ? 
ſo much, and yet all put together ſo lit- 
tle, that I ſcarce care or know how to do 
it, But the very reaſons that are againſt 
putting it upon paper, are as ſtrong for 
telling it you in perſon ; and I am unealy 
to he ſo long denied the ſatisfaction of it. 

At preſent I conſider you bourd in by 
the Iriſh ſea, like the ghoſts in Virgil, 

Triſti palus inamabilis unda 
Alligat, et novies Styx circumfuſa c:trcet ! 
and I cannot expreſs how I long te renew 
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our old intercourſe and converſation, our 
morning conferences in bed in the ſame 
room, our evening walks in the park, 
our.amuſing voyages on the water, our 
philoſophical ſuppers, our lectures, our 
difſertations, our gravities, our reveries, 
our foolerics, or what not? — This awak- 
ens the memory of ſome of thoſe who 
have made a part in all theſe. Poor Par- 
nelle, Garth, Rowe! You juſtly reprove 
me for not ſpeaking of the death of the 
laſt : Parnelle was too much in my mind, 
to whole memory I am ereCting the beſt 
monument I can. What he gave me to 
.. was but a ſmall part of what he 
eft behind him; but it was the beſt, and 
I will not make it worſe by enlarging it. 
I would fain know if he be buried at 
Chelter, or Dublin; and what care has 
been, or is to be taken for his monument, 
&c, Yet | have not neglefted my de- 
voirs to Mr. Rowe; I am writing this 
very day his _ Weltminſter- 
Abbey.—After theſe, the beſt natured of 
men, Sir Samuel Garth, has left me in 
the trueſt concern for his lois. His death 
was very ' heroical, and yet unaffected 
enough to have made a ſaint or philoſo- 
pher famous. Butill tongues, and worſe 
hearts, have branded even his laſt mo- 
ments, as wrongfully as they did his life, 
with irreligion. You muſt have heard 
many tales on this ſubject; but if ever 
there was a good Chriſtian, without 
knowing himſelf to be io, it was Dr. 
Garth. Your, .. | 


LETTER LAXXV. 
Fron the ſame to . 


Sept. 17. 

Tk gaiety of your letter proves you 
not ſo ſtudious of wealth as many ot 
your profeſſion. are, fince you can derive 
matter of mirth from want of buſineſs. 
You are none of thoſe lawyers who de- 
ſerve the motto of the devil, Circuit que- 
rens quem devoret, But your Circuit will 
at leaſt procure you one of the greateſt of 
temporal bleſſings, health. What an ad- 
vantageous circumſtance is it, for one 
that loves rambling ſo well, to be a grave 
and reputable rambler ! while (like your 
fellow circuiteer, the ſun) you travel the 
round of the earth, and behold all the 
iniquities under the heavens. You are. 
much a ſuperior genius to me in ram- 
bling ; 
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bling; you, like a pigeon (to which I 
would ſooner compare a lawyer than to a 
_— can fly fume hundred leagues at 
a pitch; I, like a poor ſquiriel, am con- 
tinually in motion indeed, but it is about 
a cage ot thiee foot; my little excurbons 
are but like thoſe of a thop-kteper, who 


Walks every day a mile or wo before his 


own door, but minds his buſineſs all the 
while. Your letter of the cauſe lately 
before you, I could nut but communicate 
to ſome ladies of your acquainiance. 1 
am of opinion, if you continued a cor: e- 
ſpondence of the ſame ſort during a whole 
circuit, it could not fail to pleale the fex 
better than half the novels they read ; 
there would be in them, what they love 
above all things, a moſt happy union of 
truth and ſcandal. 1 affore you the Bath 


affords vothing equal to it : it is on the 
contrary full of grave and ſad men, Mr. 
Baron S. Lord Chief Jultice A. Judge 


P. and Counſellor B. who has a laige 
pimple on the tip of his noſe, but thinks 


it inconliltent with his gravity to wear a 


patch, notwithſtanding the precrdteht of 
an eminent judge. I am, dear Sis, 


your, &c. 
LE TT ER EXXXVL 
Mr. Pope to the Earl of Burlington. | 


My Lon o, 


FF your mare could ſpeak, ſhe: would 


give an account of what extraordinary 
company ſhe had on the road ; which 
ſince ſhe cannot do, I will. 

It was the enterpriſing Mr. Lintot, the 
redoubtable rival of Mr. 'Tonton, who, 
mounted 0n a ſtone-horſe (no ditagree- 
able companion to your Lordibip's mare), 
overtook me in Windfor-tore ff, He aid, 
he heard I deſigned for Oxtord, the (cat 
of the Muſcs, ard would as my houk- 
ſeller, by all means, accompany me 


thither. 


I aſked him where be got his herſe ? 
He anſwered, he got it of his publither : 


For that rogue my printer (taid he) 


4% diſappointed me: I hoved to put him 
“ in good humour by a Wat at the ta- 
c yern, of a brown friceſſre of rahbits, 


« which coſt two ſhillings, with 1wo 


% quarts of wine, beſides my converſa- 
& tion. I thought n yſelf cockſure of his 
«© horſe, which he readily promiſed me; 
ce but ſaid, that Mr. Tonfon had juſt ſuch 


Book III. 


« another deſign of going to Cambridge, 
expecting there the copy of a new 
„ kind of H race from Dr. z and if 
„ Mr. Tonſon went, he was pie-engaged 


io attend him, being to have the print. 


“ ing of the 1aid copy, 

„So, in ſho, I borrowed this fone. 
„ harſe of my publiſher, which he had 
„f Mr. Old mixon for a debt; he lent 
me ioo the pretty boy you fee after 


and coſt me near two hours to wath 
© the ink off his face; but the devil is a 
* fair conditioned devil, and very for- 
ward in his catechiſe : if you have ay 
„ more bags, be ſhall carry them,” 

I thought Mr. Lintot's civility not to 
be neglected, ſo gave the boy a fmall 
bag, containing three ſhuts and an El. 
zevir Virgil; and mounting in an iuſtant 
proceeded on the 103d, with my man be- 


foie, my courteous ſtationer beſide, and 


the aforeſaid devil behind. 
Mr. Lintot began in this manner; 
© Now damn them! what it they ſhould 
« put jt into the news-paper, how you 
© ard 1 went together to Oxford ? what 
„ would Icate ? If I ſhould go down into 
« Suſſex, they would ſay I was gone to 
dc the Speaker, But what of that? If 
« my ion were but big enough to go on 
ce with the buſineſs, by G—d I would 
% keep as gi cd company as old Jacob.“ 

Heicupor I igquired of his fon. “ The 
« lad. (tays he) has fine parts, but is 
„ 'fomewhat ſickly, much as you are—l 
„ ſpare for nothing in his education at 
« .Weltminſter. Pray do not you thipk 
« Weſtminſter to be the beſt ſchool in 
« England? moſt of the late maviltry 
* came out of it, ſo did many of this mi. 
ce wiftity; 1 hope the boy will make his 
„ fortune.“ . 

Do not you drfign to let high paſs a 


1 pedants, avd 1 intend to biee 
« man of huſfnefs.” 

As Mr. Lintot was talking, I obſerved 
he ſat uneaſy on his ſaddle, tor which [ 
expreſſed ſome ſolitude; Nothing, ſays 
he, I can brar it well enough; bu: fince 
we have the day before us, m«<thinks it 
would' be very plealant tc: you to reſt a- 
while under the waods W hen we were 
alighted, „ Ste here, what a miebiy 
«« prett, Horace I here in y porket! 
hat if you amvicd yourſelf in turn 


ne; he was a {nutty dog yelterday, 


« an | 


gect. I. 


« an ode, till we mount again? Lord! 
„if you pleaſed, what a clever miſcel- 
« laoy might you make at leiſure hours.“ 
Perhaps I may, faid I, if we ride on; 
the notion is an aid tomy fancy, a round 


rot very much awakens my ſpirits: then 


jog on apace, and' 1 will think as hald 
as | can. ; 7 
Silence enſued for a full hour; afte 


which Mr. Lin:ot lugged the reins, op- 


ped ſhort, and broke out,“ Well, Sir, 
« how far have you gone?“ I anſwered, 
S.ven miles.“ Z—ds, Sir (ſaid Lin- 
« tut), I thought you had done ſeven 
© ſtanzas. Oldiworth, in a ramble round 
« Wimbledon hill, would tranſlate a 
« whole ode in half this time. I will 
© {zy that for Oldſworth (though 1 loſt 
„ by his Timothy's), he tranſlates an 
ode of Horace the quickeſt of any man 


in England. I remember D.. King 


« would write verſes in a tavern three 
„ hows after he could not peak; and 
„there's Sir Richard, in that rumbling. 
© 014 chariot of his, between Fleet-ditch 
© and St. Giles's p-nds, ſhall make you 
6 half a Job.” E 

Pray, Mr. Lintot (aid 1), now you 
tilk of tranflators, what is your method 
of managing them? „ Sir (rephed he), 
e thole are the laddeſt pack of rogues in 
« the world: in a hungry fit, they will 
« {wear they underitan:t all the languages 
in the univerſe ; I have known one of 
« them take down a Greek book upon 
my counter, and cry, Ay, this is He- 
brew, | mutt read it from the latter 


+ end, By G—d, I can never be ſure in 


* theſe tellows, for I neither underttand 
„Geck, Latin, French, nor Italian 
Imytelf. But this is my way, I agree 
«* with them for ten ſhilhings per ſheet, 
© with a proviſo, that | will have their 
4 


doings corrected by whom | pleaſe; 


% by one or other they are led at laſt 
'o the tive ſenile of an author; my 
* ju.igmert giving a negative to all my 
* travſlators.” But how are you fccure 
hoſe corre&t.,rs may not impoſe upon 
you? „ Why, I get any civil gentle- 
„man (efp-cially any Scotchman) that 
comes into my ſhop, to read the 014- 
ginal to me in Eugliſn; by this I know 
wliethei my firft tranſlator be defi- 
cient, and whether my corrector me- 
its his money or rot, | 

'+ | will tell you what happeged to me 
lat month; 1 bargained with S— for a 


- 
* 


- 
- 


- 
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new verſion of Lucretius to publiſh 
againſt Tonſon's; agreeing to pay the 
author ſo many ſhillings at his produc- 


ing fo many lines. He made a great 


piogrels in a very ſhort time, and I 
gave it to the corrector to compare 
with the Latin; but he went directly 
to Creech's tranſlation, and found it 
the ſame word tor word, all but the 
fi-ft page. Now, what do you think I 
dil ? I arrefted the tranſlator for a 
cheat; nay, and I ſtopt the corrector's 
pay too, upon this proof that he had 
made uſe of Creech inſtead of the 
original.“ PETS, 


Pray tell me next how you deal with 


the cinics ? * Sir (ſaid he), nothing 
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more ealy. I can filence the moſt 
formidable of them: the rich ones for 
a ſheet a- piece of the blotted manu- 
ſcript, which coſts me nothing; they 
will go about with it to their acquaint- 
ance, and pretend they had it from 
the author, who ſubmitted it to their 
coriection 3; this has given ſome of 
them ſuch an air, that in time they 


come to be conſulted with, and dedi- 


cated to as the top critics of the 
town. As for the poor critics, I 
will give you one inſtance of my ma- 


nagement, by which you may guels . 
at the re(t. A lean man, that looked 


like a very good ſcholar, came to me 
the other day; he turned over your 
Homer, ſhook his head, ſhrugged up 
his ſhoulders, and piſhed at every line 


of it; one would wonder (lays hc) at 


the ſtrange preſumptiẽon of ſome men; 
Homer is no ſuch eaſy talk, that every 
(tripping, every verſifier—He was go- 


ing on, when my wife called to din 


ner : Sir, faid I, will you pleaſe to eat 
a piece uf beet with me? Mr. Lintot, 
ſaid he, I am forry you ſhould be at 
the expence of this gieat book, I am 
really concerned on your account 


Sir, 1 am much obliged to you: if you 


can dine upon a piece of beef, toge- 
ther wich a flice of pudding Mr. 
Lintot, I do not ſay but Mr. Pope, if 


he would condeſcend to adviſe with 


men oft learning=—=Sir, the pudding is 
upon the table, if you pleaſe to go in 


My critic complies, he comes to a 


taſte of your puetry, and tells me in 


the ſame breath, that the book is 


commendable, aud the pudding ex- 
cellent. 


811 % Now. 
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% Now, Sir (concluded Mr. Lintot), 
4% in return to the frankneſs | have 
« ſhewn, pray tell me, is it the opinion 
« of your friends at court that my Lord 
* Lanſdown will be brought to the bar 
« or not?” I told him, I heard he would 
not, and I hoped it, my Lord being one 
1 had particular obligations to “ That 
«© may be (replied Mr. Lintot), but by 
„ G—d, if he is not, I ſhall loſe the 
« printing of a very good trial. 
Theſe, my Lord, ate a few traits by 
which you may diſcern the genius of Mr. 
Lintot, which I have choſen for the ſub- 
ject of a letter. I dropt him as ſoon as 
I got to Oxford, and paid a viſit to my 
Lord Carleton at Middleton. 
The convei ſations I enjoy here are not 
to be ay ens by my pen, and the 
pleaſures from them only to be equalled 
when I meet your Lordſhip. I hope in a 
few days to cat myſelf from your horſe at 
' your feet. I am, &c. 


LETTER LXXXVII. 
Mr. Pope to the Duke of Buckingham. 


- [In anſwer to a letter in which he incloſ-d 
the deſcription of Buckineham-houſe, 
written by him to the D. of Sh.] 


Livy was one of thoſe few authors 
who had a warm houſe over his head, 


nay two houſes, as appears by two of his 


epiſtles. I believe, if any of his contem- 
porary avthors durſt have informed the 
ng where they lodped, we ſhould 
ave found the garrets of Rome as well 
inhabited as thoſe of Flcet-(treet ; but 
it is dangerous to let creditors into ſuch 
a ſecret, , therefore we may preſume that 
then, as well as now-a-days, nobody 
knew where they lived but their book- 
ſellers. © > 
It ſeems, that when Virgil came to 
Rome, he had nn lod ing at all : he fiſt 
introduced hin;felf to Auguſtus by an 


epigram, beginning Nocte pluit tota—an. 


_ obſervation which probably he had nt 
made, unleſs he had lain all night in the 
Freet 


Where Juvenal lived we cannot affirm ; 
but in one of his ſatires he complains of 
the exceſſive price of lod-ings: neither do 
I believe he would have talked fo feelingly 
of Codrus's bed, if there had been room 


for a bedfellow in it. 


I believe, with all the oſtentation of 
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Pliny, he would have been glad to have 
changed both his houſes for your grace's 
one; which is a countiy houſe in the 
ſummer, and a town-houle in the winter, 
and muſt be owned to be the propereſt 
habitation for a wiſe man, who ſees all 
the world change every ſeaſon without 
ever changing himſelf. 

I. have been reading the deſcription of 
Pliny's houſe with an eye to yours, but. 
finding they will bear no compariſon, will 
try if it can be matched by the large 
country-ſeat I inhabit at preſent, and fee 
what figure it may make by the help of 
a florid deſcription. 

You muſt expect nothing regular in 
my deſcription, any more than in the 
houſe ; the whole vaſt edifice is ſo diſ- 
jointed, and the ſeveral paris of it ſo de- 
tached one from the other, and yet fo 
joining again, ane cannot tell how, that, 
in one of my poetical fits, I imagined it 
had been a village in Amphion's time, 
where the cottages, having taken a coun- 
try-dance together, had been all out, 
and ſtood ſtone · ſtill with amazement ever 
ſince. 

You muſt excuſe me, if I ſay nothing 
of the front; indeed 1 do not know which 
it is, A ſtranger would be grievouſly 
diſappointed, who endeavoured to get 
into the houſe the right way. One would 
reaſonably expect after the entry through 


the porch to be let into the hall : alas, 


nothing leſs! you find yourſelf in the 
houſe of office. From the parlour you 
think to ſtep into the drawing-room, but 
upon opening the iron nailed door, you 
are convinced by a flight of birds about 
your ears, and a cloud of quit in your 
eyes, that it is the pigeon-houſe. If you 
come into the chapel, you find its altars, 
like thoſe of - the ancients, continually 
ſmoking, but it is with the teams of the 
adjoining kitchen. 

The vreat hall within is high and 
ſpacious, flanked on one ſide with a very 


long table, a true image of ancient hoſ- 


pitality: the walls are all over orna- 
mented with movſtrous horns of animals, 
about twenty broken . pikes, ten or a 
dozen bl..nderbuſtes, and a ruſty mateh- 
lock muſquet or tuo, which we were in- 


formed had ſerved in the civil wars.—, 


H-re is one viſt arched window beautt- 
fully darkened with divers icutcheons of 
painted glaſs : one ſhining pane in parti- 
cular bears date 1286, which alone pre- 

' N ſeyvts 
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ſerves the memory of a Knight whoſe 
iron armour is long fince. periſhed with 
ruſt, and whoſe alabaiter noſe is mouluered 
from his monument. The face of dame 
Eleanor in another piece owes more to 
that ſingle pane than to all the glaſſes 
ſhe ever conſulted in her life. After this, 
who can ſay that glals is frail, when it is 
not half ſo frail as human beauty, or glo- 
ry! and yet I cannot but ſigh to think that 
the moſt authentic record of ſo ancient 
a family thould lie at the mercy of every 
infant who flings a tone. In former days 
there bave dined in ihis hill gartered 
knights and covurtly dames, attended by 
uſhers, ſewers, and ſeneſchals; and yet 
it was but laſt night, that an owl flew hi- 
ther, and miltovuk it for a barn. 

This hall lets you (up and down) over 
a very high threſhold into the great par- 
lour. Its contents are a broken-bellied 
virginal, a couple of crippled velvet 
chairs, with two or three mildewed pic- 
tures of mouldy anceitors, who look as 
diſmally as if they came freſh trom hell 
with all their brimſtone about them; theſe 
are carefully ſet at the tarther corner, for 
the windows being every where broken, 
make it ſo convenient a place to dry pop- 
pics and muſtard- feed, that the foun 1s 
appropriated to that ule. | 

Next this parlour, as I ſaid before, lies 
the pigeon-houte, by the fide of which 
runs an entiy, which lets you on one 
hand and the other into the bed-chambet, 
a buttery, and a ſinall hole called the 
chaplain's ſtudy: then follow. a brew- 
houſe, a little green and gilt parlour, 
and the great tans, under which is the 
dairy ;- a little farther on the right the 
ſervants hall; and by the fide of it, up 
x ſteps, the old lady's cloſet for her 
private devotions ; which has a lattice 
into the hall, iatended (as we imagine) 
that at the ſame time as ſhe prayed, ſhe 
might have an eye on the men aid 
maids, - There are upon the gr0und-fluor 
in all twenty-lix apartments, among 
which I mutt not to: get a chamber which 
has in it a large antiquity of timbes, that 
ſeems to have been either a bedſtead, or 
a cydrr-preſs. 

The kitchen is built in form of the 
Rotunda, being ove vaſt vault to the top 
of the houſe ; wheie one aperture ſerves 
to let out the ſmoak, andi let in the light. 
By the blackneſs of the walls, the circular 


fes, valt cauldrors, yawning mouths of 


1 
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ovens and furnaces, you would think it 
either the forge of Vulcan, the cave of 
Polypheme, er the temple of Moloch. 
The horror of this place has made ſuch 
an impreſſion on the country people, that 
they believe the witches keep their [ib 
bath here, and that once a year the 
devil treats them with infernal veniſon, 
a roaltcd tiger ſtuffed with ten-penny 
nails, 

Above ftairs we have a number of 
rooms: you never paſs out of one into 
another but by the aſcent or deſcent of 
two or thiee ſtairs. Our beſt roon is 
very long and low, of the exakt pro- 
portion of a band-box. In moit of tneſe 
rooms there aie hangings of the fineſt 
work in the world, that is to ſay, thoſe 
which Arachne ſpins from her own 
buwels. Were it not for this only fur- 
niture, the whole would be a miſeravle 
ſcene of naked walls, flawed cielings, 
broken windows, and 1uſty locks. Ihe 
roof is fo decayed, that afier a favour- 
alle ſhower we may expett a crop of 
muſhrooms between the chinks of our 
floors. All the doors are as little and 
low as thoſe to the cahins of packet- 
boats. Theſe rooms have for many 


. years had no other inhabitants tha? cer- 


tain rats, whoſe very age renders them 
worthy of this ſeat, for the very rats of 
tnis venerable houſe are grey: fince theſe 
have not yet quitted it, we hope at leaſt 
that this ancient manſon may not fall 
during the ſinall remuant theſe poor ani- 
mals have to live, who are now too in- 
firm to remove to another. There is yet 
a ſmall ſubſiſtence left them in the few 
remaining books of the library. | 
We hai never (cen half what I have 
deſcribed, but for a ſtarched grey-headed 


Reward, who is as much an aotiquity as 
any in this place, and looks like an od 


family picture walked out of its frame. 
He entertained us as we | paſſed frum 
room to room with ſeveral relations of 
the family; but his obſervations were 
particularly curious when he cane to the 
cellar: he informed us where ſtood the 
triple rows of butts of ſack, and where 
were 1anged the bottles of tent, for toaſts 
in a morning; he pointed to the ſtands . 
that ſuppos ted the iron-hooped hogſheads 
of \trong beer; then ſtepping to a cor- 
ner, he lugged out the tattered frag. 
ments of an unframed pictu e: „ This 
„Gays he, with tears) was poor Sir 

© Thomas! 


e 


b 
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| « Thomas | once maſter of all this drink. 


% He had two ſons, poor young maſters ! 
© who never arrived to the age of his 
© beer; they both fell ill in this very 
„% room, and never went out on their 
© own legs.” He could not paſs by a 
heap of broken bottles without taking up 
a piece, to ſhew us the arms of the ta- 
mily upon it. He then led vs vp the 
tower by dark winding ſtove ſteps, which 
landed ns into ſeveral little rooms oe 


above another. One of theſe was nailed. 


up, and our guide whiſpered to us as a 
ſecret the occaſion of it; It ſcems the 
courſe of this noble blood was a little in- 
terrupted about two centmies ago, by a 
freak of the Lady Frances, who was here 
taken in the fat wih a ne. hhow ing 
prior, ever fivce Which the room has 
been nailed up, and branded with the 
name of the Advltsry- Chamber. Ihe 
ghoſt of Lady Frances is ſuppoſed to 
walk there, and tome prying maids of 
the family report that they have ſeen a 
lady in a fſa:dingale through the key- 


| pole : but this matter is huſhed up, and 


the ſervants are for bid to talk of it. : 
1 muſt needs have tied you by this 
long deſcription ; but what engaged me 
in it, was a generous principle to preſerve 
the memory of that, which itfelt muſt 
ſoon fall into duſt; nay perhaps part of 
it, before this letter reaches your hands, 
Indeed. we owe this old houſe the fame 
kind of gratitude that we do to an old 
friend, who harbours us in his declinins 
condition, nay even in his left extremi- 
ties, How fit is this retreat for mninter- 
rupted ſtudy, where no one that paſſes 
by can dream there ie an inhahitant, and 
even thoſe who would dine with us dare 
not ſtay finder our roof! Avy ore that 
ſees it will own | could not have choſen 
a more likely place to converſe with the 
dead in. I had been mad indeed if 1 had 
left your Grace for any one hut Homer, 
But when I return to the living, I (hall 


have the ſenſe to endeavour to convei (e 


with the beft of them, and ſhall thete— 
fore as ſoon as poſſible tell you in perton 
how much I am, &c. 


LETTER ILXXXVIn. 


The Duke of Buckingham to Mr. Poe. 
Ou defire my opinion as to the late 
diſpute in France concerning Ho- 
mer: and I think it excuſabie (at an age, 


alas! of not much pleaſure) to amuſe 
myſelf a little in taking notice of a con- 
troverſy, than which nothing is at pre- 
ſent more remarkable (even in a nation 
who value themſelves fo much upon the 
Belles Lettres) both on account of the il- 
luſtrious ſubject of it, and of the two 
perſons engaged in the quarrel, 

The one is extracrdinary in all the 
lyric kind of poetry, even in the opinion 
ot his very adverſary. '1 he other a lady 
(and of more value for being fo) not only 
of great learning, but with a genius ad- 
mirably turned to that fort of u which 
molt becomes her ſex, for ſoftneſs, gen- 
tleneſs, and promoting of virtue; and 
ſuch as (one would think) is net fo liable 
as other parts of ichola» ſhip, to rough 
diſputes or violent avimoſity. 

Yet it has ſo happened, that no wri- 
ters, even about divinity it{elf, have been 
more outrageeus or unchatitable than 
theſe two polite authors; by. ſuffering 
thei! judgments to he a little warped (if 
| may vie that expreſſion) by the heat of 
their- eager inclinations, to attack or de- 
fend ſo great an author under debate, I 
wiſh for the ſake of the public, which is 
now lo well entertained by their quarrel, 
it may not end at laſt in their agreeing to 
blame a third man who 1s. vot ſo pre. 
ſumptuous as to cenſure both, if they 
ſhould chance to hear it. | 

o begin with matter of fact. M. 
D'Acier has well judge, that the beſt of 
all poets certainly Celerved a better tranſ- 
lation, at leaſt into French profe, be- 
cauſe to fee it done in vert was deſpaired 
of: I believe indeed from a defect in 
that language, incapable. of mounting to 
any degiee of excellence ſritable to fo 
very great an undertaking. 

She has not. only performed this taſk 
as well as proſe can do it (which is in- 
deer but as the wrong fide of tapeſtiy 
is able to repreſert the right), ſhe has 
added to it alſo many learned and uſeful 
annotations. With all which ſhe moſt 
obligingly delighted not only her own 
ſex, but moſt of ours, ignorant of the 
Gieek, and confequen'ly her adverſary 
bimſelt, who frankly acknowledges that 
1gnorance, | . 

It is no wonder therefore, if, in doing 
this, ſhe is grown fo enamoured of that 
unſpeakable charming author, as to have 
a kind ot horror at the leatt mention o 
a man bold enough to blame him. 

; : * Now 


T . . we 0 id 


x 
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Now as to M. de la Motte, he being 
already deſervedly famous for all ſorts of 
lyric poetiy, was ſo far introduced by 
her into thoſe beauties of the epic kind 


| (though but in that way of tranſlation), 


as not to reſiſt the pleaſure and hope of 
reputation by attempting that in verſe 
which had been applauded ſo much for 
the difficulty of doing it even in proſe ; 
knowing how this, well executed, mult 
extremely tranſcend the other. 

But, as great poets are a little apt to 
think they have an ancien! right of being 


excuſed for vanity on all o:caſions, he 


was not content to outdo M. D'Acier, 
but endeavoured to outdo Homer himſelf, 
and all that ever in any age or nation 
went before him in the ſame enterpriſe ; 
by leaving out, altering, or adding what- 
ever he thought beſt. | 

Againſt this preſumptuous attemp', 
Homer has been in all times ſo well de- 
fene, as not to need my ſmall affict- 
ance 3 yet I muſt needs (ay, his excel- 
lencies are ſuch, that for their fakes he 
deſerves a much gentler touch for his 
ſeeming errors. IJ hete if M. de la Motte 
had tranſlated as well as the reſt, with an 


apology for having retamed them only 


out of mere veneration 3; his judgment, in 
my opinion, would have appeared much 
greater than by the heit of his altera- 
tions, though I admit them to he. written 
very finely. I join with M. de la. Motte 
in wondering at ſome odd things in Ho- 
mer, but it is chiefly becauſe of his ſub- 
ume ores ; I was about to ſay his divine 
ones, which almoſt ſurp»1ſe me at Gnding 
hm any where in the fallible condition 
of human nature. 

And row we are wondering, I am in 
2 Gifticulty to gueſs what can be the rea- 
% of theſe exceptions againſt Homer, 
dom one who has himtelf trartlit- d him, 
"entrary to the general cuſtom of ranfla- 
tons, Is there not a little of that int? 
mean to be ſingular, in ge'ting above 
the title of A tran{litor, though ſuffi- 
cently hor. ourable in thts caſe. For ſuch 
% ambition no body has leſs otcabhon, 
an one who is fo fine a poet in other 
kinds; and who muſt have too much wit 
% believe any alteration of another can 
tomie him to the denomination of an 
ne poet himfelf: though no man in this 
*2e {eems more capable of being a good 
"ne, if the French tone ue would bear it. 


Yet -in his trasflation he has done too 
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well, to leave any doubt (with all his 
faults) that her's can be ever paralleled 
with it. 

Beſides, he could not be ignorant, that 
finding faults is the moſt eaſy and vulgar 
part of a critic ; whereas nothing ſhews 
ſo much (kill and taſte, both, as the being 
thoroughly ſenſible of the ſublimeſt ex- 
cellencies. | 

What can we ſay in excuſe of all this? 
Humanum eft errare : ſince as good a poet, 
as I believe the French language is capa- 
ble of, and as ſharp a criic as any na- 
tion can produce, has by too much 
cenſuring Homer ſubjected a tranſlation 
to cenſure, that would have otherwiſe 
ſtood the teſt of the ſevereſt adver- 
ſary. | - | 

But fince he would needs chuſe that 
wrong way of criticiſm, I wonder he 
miſſed a (tone fo eaſy to he thrown againſt 
Homer, not for his filling the Iliad with 
ſo much (laughter (tor that is to he ex- 
cuſed, ſince a war is not capable of being 
deſcribed without it), but with fo mary 
various particulars of wounds and horror, 
as ſhew the writer (I am afraid) ſo de- 


lighted that way himſelt, as not the leaft 


to doubt bis reader being fo alſo; like 
Spanioletta, whoſe diſmal pictures are the 
more diſagreeable for being always to 
very movingly painted, Even Hectet's 
aſt parting from his fon and Andromache, 
hardly makes us amerds for his bory's 
being drazged thrice rour d the town. 
M. de la Motte in his rongeſt objee- 
tions about that diſmal combat, has ſuf- 
ficient cavſe to blame his enraged ad- 
ver ſary; who here gives an mttance that 
it is impoſſible to he violent without cm- 
mitting ſome miſtake; her paſſion for 
Homer blinding her too much to per- 
ceive the very crofleſt of his failings, Be 
which warring I am become a little more 
capable of impartiality, though in a dif- 
pute about that very poet for whom I 
have the greateſt vere: ation, 

M. I Acier might have conſidered a 
little, that whatever were the motives or 
M. de la Motte to fo bold a proceetting, 
it could not darken that fame which I am 
ſure ſhe thinks flynes ſecurely even after 
the vain attempts of Plato himſelf againtt 
it: cauſed only perhaps by a like reaſon 
with that of Madam D' Acier's anger 


azainſt M. de la Motte, na neſy, the 


finding that in proſe his genius (great as it 
was) could not be capable of the ſublime 
heights 
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| heights of poetry, which therefore he 


baniſhed out of his commonwealth, * 

Nor were theſe objections to Homer 
any more leſſening of her merit in tranſ- 
lating him as well as that way is capa- 
ble of, -viz. fully, plainly, and elegant- 
ly, than the moſt admirable verſes can 
be any diſparagement to as excellent 

ole. : 

The beſt excuſe for all this violence is, 


its being in a cauſe which gives a kind 


of reputation even to luffering not with- 
ſlanding ever ſo ill a management of it. 
The worſt of defending even Homer in 
ſuch a paſſionate manner, is, its being 
more a proof of her weakneſs, than uf 
his being liable to none. For what 1s it 


can excuſe Homer any more than Hector, 


for flying at the firſt ſight of Achilles? 
whoſe terrible aſpett ſure needed not 
fuch an inexcuſable fright to ſet it off; 
and methinks all that account of. Miner- 
va's retioring his dart to Achilles, comes 
a little too late, for exculing HeQor's fo 


terrible apprehenſion at the very firſt. 


LETTER LYEXMS. 


Mr. Pote to the Duke of Buckingham. 


| Sept. 1, 1718, 

I Au much honoured by your Grace's 
compliance with my requeſt, in giving 
me your opinion of the French diſpute 
concerning Homer, And I ſhall keep 
my word, in fairly telling wherein 1 dil- 
agree from you. It is but in two or three 
very ſmall points, not ſo much of the diſ- 
pute, as of the parties concerned in it. [ 
cannot think quite ſo highly of the lady's 
learning, though I reipe@ it very much. 
It is great complaiſance in that polite na- 
non, to allow her to bea critic of equal 
rank with her huſband. To inſtance vo 
further, his remarks on Horace ſhew 
more goud ſenſe, penetration, and a bet- 
er taſte of his author, and thoſe upon 
Ariſtotle's Alt of Poctry more {kill and 
{cience, than any of her's on any author 
whatever. In truth, they are much more 
flight, dwell more in generals, and are, 
beſides, for the moſt part, leſs her own ; 
of which her remaiks upon Homer are an 


example, where Euſtathius is tranſcribed 


ten times for once that he is quoted. 
Nor is there at all more depth of learn- 
wg in thoſe upon Terence, Plautus, or 
{where they were moſt wanted) upon 


Bock Ill. 
Ariſtophanes, only the Greek ſcholia up- 


on the latter are ſome of the beſt extant. 


_ Your Grace will believe me, that | did 
not ſearch to find defects in a lady; my 
employment upon the Iliad forced me to 
ſee them; yet I have had ſo much of the 
French complaiſance as to conceal her 
thefis; for wherever 1 have found her 
notes io be wholly another's (which is 
the caſe in ſome hundreds) I have barely 
quoted the irue proprietor without oblery- 
ing vpon it. it Madam-D'Acier has 
ever {cen my obſervatiuns, ſhe will be 


ſenſible of this conduct ; but what effect it 


_ have upon a lady, I will not antwer 
—5 | 

In the next place, as to M. de la 
Motte, I think your Grace hardly dots 
him right, in ſuppoſing he could have no 
idea of the beauties of Home's epic 
poetry, but what he learned from Madan 
D'Acier's profe tranſlation. There had 
been a very elegant proſe- tranſlation be- 
fore that of Monſieur de la Valietie; ſo 
elegant, that the ſtyle of it was evidently 
the original and model of the famous Le- 
lemaque. Your Grace very jultly ari- 
madverts againſt the too gieat diſpohtion 
of finding faults in the one, and of con- 


feſſing none in the other. But doubtleſs, 


as to violence, the lady has infinitely the 
better of the gentleman. Nothing can 
be more polite, diſpathonate, or ſenſible, 
than M. de la Motte's manner of manag- 
ing the diſpute : and ſo much as [ ſee 
your Grace admircs the beauty of his 
verſe (in which. you have the ſultrage too 
of the archbiſhop of Cambray), I will 
venture to (ay, his proſe is full as good, 
I think therefore when you ſay, no dil- 
putanis, even in divinity, could be more 
outrageous and uncharitable than theſe 
two authors, you are a little too hard up- 


on M. de la Motte, Not but that (with 


your G ace) I doubt as little of the zeal 
of commentators as of the zeal of divines, 
and am as ready to believe of the paſhons 
and pride of mankind in general, that 
(did but the tame intereſts go along with 
them) they would cairy the learned world 
to as violent extremes, animoſities, and 
even perſecutions, about variety of opi- 
nions in criticiſm, as ever they did about 
religion: and that, in defect of ſcriptuie 
to quarrel upon, we ſhould have the 
French, Italian, and Dutch commenta- 
tors ready to burn one another about Ho- 
mer, Viigil, Terence, and Horace. 


] do 


ge ct. [. 


| do not wonder your Grace is ſhocked 
at the flight of Hector upon the firſt 7 4 
pearance of Achilles, in the twenty-ſe- 
cond Iliad. However (to ſhew myſelf a 
true commentator, if not a true critic), I 
will endeavour to excuſe, if not to defend 
it, in my notes on that book. And to fave 
myſelf what trouble I can, inſtead of do- 
ing it in this letter, I will draw up the 
ſubſtance of what I have to ſhy for it in a 
ſ-parate paper, which I'll ſhew your 
Jrace when next we meet. I will 
only defiie you to allow me, that Hector 
was in an abſolute certainty of death, and 
depreſſed over and above with the con- 
ſcience of being in an ill cauſe. If your 
heart be ſo great, as not to grant the firſt 


of theſe will fink the ſpirit of a hero, you 


will at leaſt be ſo good as to allow the ſe- 
cond may. But, I can tell your Grace, 
no leſs a hero than my Lord Peterborow, 
when a perſon complimented him for ne- 
ver being atraid, made this anſwer : Sir, 
« ſhew me a danger that I think an im- 
« minent and real one, and I promiſe you 
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the world fill buſy, and all mankind at 
work, for him. 1 have ſeen a letter from 
Dean Swift ; he keeps up his noble ſpi- 
rit, and though like a man knocked 
down, you may behold him till with a 
ſtern countenance, and aiming a blow at 
his adverſaries, * I will add no more, be- 
ing in haſte, only that I will never for- 


give you if you do not uſe my aforeſaid 


houſe in Dover-ftreet with the ſame free- 
dom as you did that in St. James's ; for 
as our friendſhip was not begun upon the 
relation of a courtier, fo I hope it will 
not end with it, I will always be proud 
to be reckoned amongſt the number of 
your friends and humble ſervants. 


Mr. Pope to Dr. Arbuthnot, 


( Sept, 10. . 
Au glad your travels delighted you; 
improve you I am ſure they could not; 

you are not ſo much a youth as that, 


” 


0 « [ will be as much afraid as any of though you run about with a king of fix- 
1 « you.” I am your Grace's, &c. teen, and (what makes him flill more a 
4 | child) a king of Frenchmen. My own 
1 LETTER XC. time has been more melancholy, ſpent in 
4 | | : an — en _— which has 
1 | Pads: ſeized one of our family ; my mother is 
b Be.” n Mir. Tags ſomething better, though at — advanced 
80 London, Sept. 7, 1714. age every day is a climafteric. There 
a | AM —_— obliged to you for tak- was joined to this an indiſpolition of my 
e, ing notice of a poor old diſtreſt cour- own, which 1 ought to look upon as _ 
2 tier, commonly the moſt deſpilable thing flight one compared with my mother's, 
ee in the world. This blow has fo rouſed becauſe my life is not of half the conſe- 
is Scriblerus that he has recovered his ſenſes, quence to any body, that her's is to me. 
0 ard thinks and talks like other men. All theſe incidents have hindered my more 
il From being frolickſome and gay, he is ſpeedy reply to your obliging letter. 

1 | turned grave and moroſe. His lucubra- The article you inquire of is of as 
72 tions lie neglected among old news- pa- little concern to me as you defire it 
0 pers, caſes, petitions, and abundance of ſhould ; namely, the railing papers about 
le unanſwerable letters. | wiſh to God they the Odyſſey. If the book has merit, it 
p- had been among the papers of a noble will extinguiſh all tuch naſty ſcandal; as 
1 lord ſealed vp. Then might Scriblerus the fun puts an end to ſtinks, merely by 
al bave paſſed for the Pretender, aud it coming out. | | 
s, would have been a moſt excellent and la- I with I had nothing to trouble me 
ns borious work for the Flying Poſt, or ſume more; an honeſt mind is not in the pow- 
at ſuch author, to have allegorized all his ad- er of any diſhoneſt one. To break its 
th ventwes into a plot, and found. out my!- peace, there muſt be ſome guilt or con- 
1d teries ſo1newhat like the K+y to the Lock, ſciouſneſs, which is inconſiſtent with its 
a Martin's office is now the ſrcond door on own principles, Not but malice and in- 
OY the left hand in Dover-ſtreet, where he juſtice have their day, like fome poor 
ut will be glad to ſee Dr. Parnelle, Mr. ſhort-lived vermin that die in ſhooting 
ie Pope, and his old friends, to whom he their own ſtings. Faiſchood is folly (fays 
5 . can gil afford a half pint of claret, It Homer), and liars and calumniators at 
_s is with ſome pleaſure that he contemplates laſt hurt none but themſelves, even in 


- | this 
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| this world; in the next, it is charity to 
ſay, God have mercy on them ! they 
were the devil's vicegerents upon earth, 
who is the faiher of lies, and, I fear, has 
a tight to diſpoſe of his children, 

I have had an occaſion to make theſe 
reflections of late more juſtly than from 
any thing that concerns my writings, for 
it is one that concerns my morals, and 
(which I ought to be as tender of as my 
own) the good character of another very 
innocent perſon, who I am ſure ſhares 
your friendſhip no leſs than I do. No 
creature has better natural diſpoſyions, 
or would a& more rightly or reaſonably 
in every duty, did ſhe act by herſelf, or 
from herſelf; but you know it is the miſ- 
fortune of that family to be governed 
like a ſhip, I mean the head guided by 
the tail, and that by eveiy wind that 
blows in it. f 


LETTER cn. 
Mr. Pope to the Earl of Oxford. 


My Loavp, OR. 21, 1721. 

JF Our Lo dihip may be fſuiprited at 
the liberty 1 take in writing to you: 
though, you will allow me always to 
remember, that you once permitted me 
that honour, in covjunction with fone 
others who better d-ſerved it. I hope 
ou will not wonder 1 am Hill defirous to 
have *you think me your giateful and 
fairhful ſervant; but, I own, I have an 
ambition yet farther, to have others think 
me ſo, which is the. occaſion I give your 
Lordſhip the trouble of this. Poor Par- 
nelle, before he died, left ime the charge 
of publiſhing theſe few remains of his ; 
I have a Hrong deſite to make them, 
their author, and their publiſher, more 
_ conſiderable, by addreſſing and dedicat- 
ing them all to you. There is a pleaſure 
in bearing teſtimony to truth, and a va- 
nity perhaps, which at leaſt is as excuſa- 
ble as any vanity can be. 1] beg you, 
my Lord, to allow me to gratify it in pre- 
fixitig this paper of honeſt veries to the 
book. I ſend the book iifclf, which, I 
dare ſay, you will receive more ſatisfac- 
tion in peruſing, than you can fiom any 
thing written. upon the ſubjeft of your- 
ſelf, Therefore I am a good deal in 
doubt, whether you will care for ſuch an 
addition to it. | 
that. it is the only dedication J ever writ, 


1 


All I ſhall ſay for it is, 


. 
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and ſhall be the only one, whether you 
accept of it or not; for I will not bow 


the knee to a-leſis man than my Lord 
Oxford, and 1 expect to ſee no greater in 


my time. 


After all, if your Lordſhip will tell 


my Lord Harley that I muſt not do this, 


you may depend upon a ſuppreſſion of 
theſe verſes (the only copy whereof 1 
ſend you), but you never thall ſuppreſs 
that great, fincere, and entire reſpect, 
with which I am always, my Lord, 
your, &c. | | 


LETTER XCIlI 
The Earl of Oxford to Mr. Pope. 


SIR, Brampton-Caitle, Nov, 6, 1721, 


RECE1VED your packet, which could 
not but give me great pleaſure, to ſte 
you pieſerve an old friend in your me- 
mory ; for it muſt needs be veiy agreea- 
ble io be 1emembered by thoſe we highly 
value, 
caule me, when 1 read your very fine 
veiſes incloſed ?_my mind reproached me 
how fa: ſhort ] came of what your great 
trizndfhip and delicate pen would parti- 
ally deſcribe me, 
publiſh it: to what ſtraits doth this re- 
duce me? I look back indeed to thoſe 
evenings I have uſefully and pleaſantly 
ſpent, with Mr. Pope, Mr. Parnelle, 


But then how much ſhame did it 


You aſk wy content to 


Dean Swift, the Doctor, &c. I ſhould 
be glad the world knew you admitted me 


to your friendſhip, aud fince your affec- 
tion is too hard tor-your judgment, I am 
contented to let the worid know how well 
Mr. Pope can write upon a barrentubjeR; 


' 1 return you an cxact copy of the verſes, 


that I may keep the original as à tetti- 
mony of the only error you have been 
guilty of, 1 hope very ſpeedily to em- 
biace you in London, and to affure you 
of the particular efteem and friendſhip 
wherewith I am your, &c. | 


LETTER Ni. 
Mr. Pepe to Edward Blount, Ejq. -- 


; Avgult 27, 1714- 
HATEVER fludies on the one hand, 


or amuſements on the other, 1 ſhall | 
ſhall be 


tqually 


be my fortune to fall into, I 


— 
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equally incapable of forgetting you in 


Sect. I. 


any of them. The talk I undertook, 
though of weight enough in itſelf, has 
had a voluntary inctcaſe by the enlarg- 
ing my deſign of the Notes ; and the ne- 
cefſity of conſulting a Humber of hooks 


has carried me to Oxford; but 1 fear, 


through my Lold Harcourt's and Dr. 
Clarke's means, I ſhall be more conver- 
fant with the pleaſures and company of 
the place, than with the books aud ma- 
nulcripts of it. 

1 fi: d ft:]] more reaſon to complain of 
the negligence of the geographers in their 
maps of old Greece, lince 1 looked upon 
two or three more noted names in the 
public bras ies here. But with all the 
care Jam capable of, I have ſome cauſe 
to fear the eagraver will prejudice me in 
a few tituations. I have been forced to 
write to him in fo high a ſtyle, that were 
my epiftle intercepted, it would raiſe no 

mall admira ion in an oi dinary man. 
"Trere is ſcarce an order in it of leſs im- 
p0-:ance than to remove luch and ſuch 
mountains, alter the courle of ſuch and 
ſuch rivers, place a large city on ſuch a 
coalt, and raib another in another country. 
i have et beunds to the fea, and ſaid to 
the land, thus far ſhalt thou advance, and 
no farther “. In the mean time, I, who 
talk and command at this rate, am in 
danger of leſing my bhorie, and ſtand in 
ſome fear of a country juſtice 7. Fo 
diſarm me indeed way be but prudential, 
conſidering what armies I have at preſent 
on foot, aid in my ſervice; an hun- 
ed thouſand Greclans are no contempti— 
ble body; for all that 1 can tell, they 
may be as formi able as four thoufand 
prieſts ; and they ſ-em proper forces to 
ſend a-ainkt thoſe 1 Barcelona. That 
liege deleives as fine a porm as the Tha, 
ant the machwing part of poetiy would 
be the juſtet inen, as they lay tue inha- 
bmants expect a gels hom heaven 10 
ther alndagce. May 1 ventwe to fiy, 
who am a papit. and fay to you who are 
a papit, that nothing is more attonithing 
to me. than that people, ſo greatly 
warmed with a ſenſe of hberty, fhovid 
cable of harhouring ſuch weak fu- 
peritition, and that lu much biavery 


* Th:'s relates to the map of ancient 


Greece, lad down by ow: author in his ob- 


{.r1v:t ons on the ſecon! Ilia. 
ene of the laws were, at this time, 
put en ect againſt the Papiite, 
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and ſa. much folly can inhabit the ſame 
breaſts ? ; ; 

I could not but take a trip to London 
on the death of the Queen, moved by 
the common curiohty of mankind, who 
leave their own bulineſs to be looking 
upon that of o her men. I thank God, 
that, as for myſelf, I am below all the 
accidents of ſtate- changes hy my circum- 
ſtances, and above them by my philoſo- 
phy. Gammon charity of man to man, 
and uriverſal good will to all, are the 
points I have molt at heart; and I am 
ſure, thoſe are not to be broken tor the 
lake of any governors or government, 
I am willing to hope the beſt ; and what 
moe with than my own or any parti- 
cular man's advancemeut, is, that this 
turn may put an end entirely to the di- 
viſions of whig and tory ; that the par- 
ties may love each other as well as I love 
them both, or at leaſt hurt each other as 
little as I would either: and that our own 
people may live as quietly as we ſhall cer- 
tainly let ther's ; that is to ſay, that want 


of ' power itſelf in us may not be a ſurer 


prevention of harm, than want of will in 
them. I am ſure if all whies and all tories 
had the ipirit of one Roman Catholic 
that | know, it would be well for all 
Roman Catholics; and if all Roman 
Catholics bai always had that fpirix, it 
had been well for. all others; and we had 
never been charged with ſo wicked a ſpi- 
rit as that of perſecution, 

I agree with you in my ſentiments of 
the ſtate of our nation fince this change; 
I find myſelf juſt in the (ame ſituation of 
mind you deſcribe as your own ; heartily 
withing the good, that is, the quiet of 
my country, and hoping a total end of 
all the unhappy divihons of mankind by 
party spirit, which at bef is hut the mad» 
nels of many for the gain of a few. 


am, &c, 


LETTER XCV. 
Edw. Blount, Eſq. to Mr. Pots. 


T is with a great deal of pleaſure I ſee 
vour letter, dear Sir, writer in a ſtyle 
thet .es your full of health, and in the 
millt of dwerſlans: I think theſe two 
things necefiary to a man who has ſuch 
und-rtalines in hand as yours. All lovers 
of Homer are indebted to you for tak- 
ing lo much pains abcut the ſituation of 
& #4 his 
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of great uſe with regard to. his works, 
but to all that read any of the Greek hiſ- 
torians ; who generally are ill underſtood 
through the difference of the maps as to 
the places they treat of, which wakes one 
think one author contradicts another. — 
You are going to ſet us right; and it is 
an advantage every body will gladly fee 


5 you engroſs the glory of. 


You can draw rules to be free and 
eaſy, from forma! pedants; and teach men 
to be. ſhort and pertinent, from tedious 
commentators. However, I congratulate 


your happy deliverance from ſuch authors, 


as you (with all your humanity) cannot 


Wiſh alive again to conver ſe with. Critics 


will quarrel with you, if you daie to 
pleaſe without their leave; and zealots 
will (hrug up their ſhoulders at a man, 
that preteiids to go to Heaven out of their 


form, dreſs, and diet. I would no more 


make a judgment of an author's genius 


trom a damning critic, thin I would of a 


man's religion from an unſaving zealot. 

I could take great delight in aftording 
you the new glory of making a Barcelo- 
niad (if I may venture to coin ſuch a 
word): I fancy you would find a juſter 
parallel than it ſeems at firſt ſight; for 
the Trojans too had a great mixture of 
folly with their biavery z and I am out 
of countenance for them when I read the 
wiſe reſult of their council, where, after 
a warm debate between Antenor and 
Paris about reftoring Helen, Priam 
lagely determines that they ſhall go to 
ſupper. And as for the Greeks, what can 
equal their ſuperttition in ſacrificing an 
innocent lady? 


Tantum religio potuit, &c. 


I have a good opinion of my politics, 
ſince they agree with a man who alwazs 
thinks fo juitly as you. I wiſh it were in 
our power to perſuade all the nation into 
as calm and fteady a diſpobtiun of mind. 

We have received the late melancholy 
news, with the uſual ceremony of con- 
doling in ore breath for the loſs of a gra- 

cious queen, and in another rejoicing for 
an 1Iiviftrious king. My views carry me 
no farther, than to with the peace and 
welfare f wy country; and my morals 
and politics teach me to le:ve all that to 


be adjuſted be our reprelertatives above, 


and 10 hivine Providence. It 18 much at 


dune to you and me, who fs at the helm, 


ae ar EPISTLE'S 
his hero's kingdoms ; it will not only be 


Book III. 

provided they will admit us to fail quietly 
in the great ſhip. Ambition is a vice 
that is timely mortified in us poor papiſts; 
we ought in recompence to cultivate as 
many virtues in ourſelves as we can, that 
we may be truly great. Among my am- 
bitions, that of being a ſincere friend is 
one of the chief ; yet I will confeſs that 


1 have a lecret pleaſure to have ſome of 


my deſcendants know, that their anceftor 
was great with Mr, Pope. 
| I am, &c. 


LETTER XCVI. 


Edu. Blount, Eſq. to Mr. Pope. 


| Nov. 11, 1718. 

T is an agreement of long date be- 

tween you and me, that you ſhould do 
with my letters juſt as you pleaſed, and 
aniwer them at your leifure ; and that is 
as ſoon as 1 ſhall think you ought. 1 
have to true a taſte of the ſubſtantial part 
of your friendſhip, that I wave all ceie- 
monials; and am ſure to make you as 
many viſits as I can, and leave you to te- 
turn them whenever you pleaſe, ailuring 
you they ſhall at all times be heartily 
welcome to me. 

The many alarms we have from your 
parts, have no effect upon the genius 
that reigns in our country, which is hap- 
pily turned to preſerve peace and quiet 
among us. What a diſmal ſcene has 
there been opened in the north! what 
ruin have thoſe unfortunate raſh gentle- 
men drawn upon themſelves and their 
miſerable tollowers, and perchance upon 
many others too, who upon no account 
would be their followers ! however, it 
way look ungenerous to reproach people 
in diftiels. 1 do not remember you and 
] ever uted to trouble ourſelves about po- 
litics, but when any matter happened to 
tall iuto our diſcouiſe, we uſed to con- 
demn all undertakings that tended to- 
wards the diiturhing the peace and quiet 
of our county, as contrary to the notions 
we had of morality and religion, which 
oblige us on no pretence whatſoever to 
violaie the laws of charity, How many 
lives have there been loft in hut blood, 
and how many more ate there Ike to be 
taken off in cold? if the broils of the na- 
non affect you, come down to me, and 
though we are farmers, you know Eu- 
meus wade his f.ieads welcome. You 

ſhal! 


Se. J. 


mall here worſhip the echo at your eaſe; 
indeed we are forced to do tf», becaule 
we cannot hear the firſt report, and there- 
fore are obliged to liſten to the ſecond ; 
which, for ſecurity lake, I do wut always 
believe neither. 

It is a great many years lince 1 fell in 
love with the character of Pomponius At- 
ticus: 1 longed to imitate him a little, 
and have contrived hitherto to be, like 
him, engaged in no party, but to he a 
faithful friend to ſome in both; I find 
myſalf very well in this way hitherto, and 
live in a certain peace of mind by it, 
which, I am perſuaded, brings” a man 
more content than all the perquiſites of 
wild ambition. I with pleaſure jorn wich 
you in wiſhing, nay I am not aſhamed to 
lay, in praying for the welfare, temporal 
and eternal, of all mankind How much 
more affectionately then thall I do ſo for 
you, fince I am in a molt particular man- 
ner, and with all fincerity, your, &c. 
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LETTER Ten. 


Mr. Pope to Edw. Blount, Ejq. 


| Jan. 21, 1715 16- 
] Know ef nothing that will be {+ in- 
tereſting to you at preſent, as lome 
cCircuwſtances of the laſt act of that ei- 
nent comic poet, and our friend, W y- 
cherley, He had often told me, as [ 
doubt not he did all his acquaintance, that 
he would marry as ſoon as his life was de- 
{paired of; accordingly, a few days before 
his death, he underwent the ceremony ; 
and joined together thoſe two ijacraments 
which, wiſe men ſay, ſhould be the lait 
we receive ; for if you obſerve, matri- 
monv is placed after extreme union in 
our catechiſin, as a kind of hint of the 
order of time in which they are to be 
taken. The old man then lay down, fa- 
ticfierl in the conſcience of having by this 
one att paid his juſt debts, obliged a wo- 
man who (he was told) had erit, and 


ſhewn an heroic relentment of the il. 


uſage of his next heir. Some hundred 
pounds which he had with the lady-dif- 
charged thoſe debts ; a jointure of four 


hundred a year made her a recomp-nce z - 


and the nephew he left to comfort himielt 
as well as he could, with the miſerable 
remains of a mortgased eftate, I law our 
triend twice after this was done, leſs pee- 
viſh in his ſickneſs man he uſed 10 be in 
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his health; neither much afraid of dying, 
ror (which in him had been more likely) 
much aſhamed of marrying. The even- 
ing before he expired he called his young 
wife to the bed fide, and earneſtly en- 
treated her not to deny him one requett, 
the laſt he ſhould make. Upon her af- 
ſurances of conſenting to it, he told her, 
% My dear, it is o ly this, that you will 
* never mary an old man again.“ I 
cannot help remarking that ſickneſs, which 
often deftroys hoth wit and witdom, yet 
ſeldom has power to remove that talent 
which we call humour; Mr. Wycherley | 
(hewed his, even in this laſt compliment 
though I think his requeſt a intle hard, 
for why {hould he bar her from doubling 
her jointure on the ſame caly terms ? 

So trivial as theſe circumſtances are, I 
ſhould not be diſpleaſed mylelf to know 
ſuch trifles, when they concern or cha- 
racteriſe any e ninent perſon, The wiſeſt 
and wittiet of men aie ſeldom wiſer or 
wittier than others in theſe ſober mo- 
ments; at leaft, our friend ended much 
in the chai acter he had lived in: and Ho- 
race's rule-tor a play, may as well be ap- 
plied to him as a play-wright, 


Servetur nd imum 


Qualts ab inceÞcu proceſſerit et ſibi conſlet, 


LEF TER: XCVINR, 


From the ſame to the ſame. 


Feb. 10, 1715-16. 

I Am juſt returned from the country, 

whither Mr. Rowe accompanied me, 
and paſſed a-week in the Forcſt. I'nced 
nut tell you how mach a man of his turn 
ente: tained me, hut I muſt acquaint you 
there is a vivacity and »aicty of ditpot- 
tion almoſt peculiar to him, which make 
it impoſſible to part from him without 
that unerfineſs which generally ſucceeds 
all our pleaſures. | have been jun taking 
a folitary walk by moon-ſhiae, toll of te- 
flections on the tranſitory oa'we of all 
human delights ; and giving my thoughts 
a looſe in the contemplation of thoſe ſati(- 
tactions which probably we may heceatter 
taſte in the company of ſeparate ipirits, 
when we thall range the walks above, 
and pe; haps gaze on this world at as vatt 
a diſtance as we now do on thoſe worlds. 
Ihe pleaſuies we ate io enjoy in that con- 


veriation 


58 
verſation muſt undoubtedly be of a nobler 
kind, and (not unlikely) may . procer-| 
from the diſcoveries each ſhall communi- 
cate to another, of God and of natme; 
for the happineſs of minds can ſurely be 
nothing but Knowledge, 

The higheſt gratification we receive 
here from com any is mirth, which at 
the beſt is but a 8 unquiet motion, 
that beats about the brealt for a few mo- 
ments, and after leaves it void aud emp- 
ty, Keeping good company, even the 
belt, is but a le's ſhameful art of lofing 
time. What we here call ſcience and 
ſtudy, are litile better: the greater um- 
ber of aits to which we apply ourſelves ate 
mere groping in the dak, ard even the 
ſearch of our moſt important concerns in 
a future being, i is but a veedlels, anxious, 
and uncertain haſte to be knowing, { over 
than we can, what without all this folrct- 
tude we ſhall know a little later. We are 
but curious imperin ents in tie cafe of 
Futurity. - It is not our buſineſs o be 
£u: fling what the Rate of fouls ſhall be, 
but to be doing what way make our own 
ſtate happy ; ; we cannot he knowing, but 
we can be virtuons. 

If this be my notion of a Srent past of 
that high ſcience, divinity, you will be 
ſo civil as to imagine | lay no n1ghty 
ſtreſs upon the reit. Even of my darling 
poetry I really make nv other ule, than 
horſes df the bells that_gingle about their 
ears (though now and then they ots the 
heads as if they were proud of them), 
only to jog on a little more mertily. 

Your obſervations on the variow con- 
ceptions of mankiyd in the point of friend- 
ſhip, co: firm meli what 1 was fo tortu— 
nate as at my brit know!edge of you to 
hope, and fince ſo 1:i7ply to exnerience. 
Lei me take fo much decent pride and 
digi i'y upon me as to tell von, that but 
for opinions bke theſe wii: h 1 diſcovered 
in yur mind, I had never made the 
trial I have done; which has (ucceecde(d 
ſo much to mine, and, I believe, not lefs 
to your ſatisfactiom; for, if I know you 
right, your plesſure is greater in obliging 
me, than 1 can feel on my part, then 
falls in my power to oblige you. 

- Your remark, that the varie v of 
Opinions in politics or ichgior is often ta- 
ther a gratification, than an chjeAon, to 
people who have ſchte enough to cor ſicſer 
the beautiful order ot nature in her yaria- 
tions; makes me think you have not con- 
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firued Joannes Secundus wrong, in the 
verſe which precedes that which you 
quote: bene nota fides, as | take it, does 
no way ſiavify the Roman Catholic reli- 
gion, though Secundus was of it. I 
think it was a generous thought, and one 
that flowed from an exalt-d mind, that 
it was not improhable but God might be 
delighied with the various methods of 
#0: thipping him, which divider! the whole 
world, I am preity ſure you and I ſhould 
ro more make good inquiſitors to the 
modern tyrants in faith, than we could 
have been qualified for lictors to Pio- 
caſtes, when he converted re fractory 
1 with the rack, In a word, I 
Can only repeat to you What, I think, I 
have formeily faid ; that I as little fear 
God will damn a man who has charity, 
as I hape that any prieſt can fave him 
without it, Lam, &c, 


LETTER MHK. 
Mr. Pope to Edw. Blount, Eſq. 


Mazrih 20, 1715-16. - 


Fix p that a real concern is not only a 

hindrance to ſpeaking, hut to wriung 
too: the mo e time we give curtelves 10 
think over one's own or a triend's unhap- 
pincis, the more unable we grow to tx- 
pics the grief that proceeds from it. It 
is as natural to delay a letter at ſuch a 
leaſon as this, as to 1trard a melancholy 
vit to a perſon one cannot elieve. Ove 
is aſhamed ia that circumſtance to pre- 
tend to eotertin peo,jie with ifling, in- 
tgnifcant affettatiors of ſorrow on the 
ont han, or nnleaſonable and forced- 
£aieties on the other, It is a kind of 
p: otanaiion of things ſacred, to treat fo 
{.lemn a matter as a-gerereus voluntary 
ſutfering with compliments, or heroic 
gallintiies, Such a mind as your's has 
no nee of beim tprited up into honour, 
or, like a weak woman, praied into an 
opinion of its cen virtue. It is enough 
to do avd ſuffer what we ought; and men 
ſho. Id kr OW, that the | able: oe of ſuf⸗ 
ie yg bravely 18 as tar above that of en- 
terpriting greaily, as an unblemiſhed 
Cc micience 2nd 1 flexible rel. lution a'c 


above an accide tal flow of {orits, or Aa 


ſodden tide of blo:d. If the whole feli 
gi-1s butmeſs of mankind he includes in 
rt HH 1G our maker, and chority to 


our fclluw-crcatures, there are now 1: me 


people 
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people who give us as good an opportunity 
of piactiüng the one, as themſelves have 
given an inſtance of the violation of the 
other. Whoever is :eally brave, has al- 


ways this comfort when he is oppretl: d, 


that he knows himſelf to be ſuperior to 
thoſe who injure him ; for the greateſt pow- 
er on earth can no ſooner do him that in- 
jury, but the brave man can make himſelf 
greater by forgiving it. 


It it were generovs to ſeek for alleviat- 


ing con ſolations in a calamity of ſo much 
glory, one might ſay, that to be ruined 


thus in the groſs, with the whole people, 


is but like periſhing in the general confla- 
gration, where nothing we can value is 
left behind us. 6 

Methiaks, the woſt heroic thing we 
are left capable of doing, is to endeavour 
to lighten each other's load. and (oppreſf- 
ed as we are) to ſuccour fuch as ate yet 
more oppreſſed, If there are too many 
who cannot be aſſiſted but by what we 
cannot give, our money; tnere are yet 
others who may be relieved by our coun- 
el, by our countenance, and even by our 
cheerfulnels. The misfortunes of private 
fmmikes, the miſunder ſtandings of people 
whom diſtreſſes make ſuſpicious, the cold- 
nels of relations whom change of religion 
may diſunit-, or the neceſſities of halt- 
mined eltates render unkind to each 
other; theſe at lcaſt may be ſoftened, in 
ſome degree, by a general weil-managed 
humanity among ourſelves ; if all thoſe 
wo have your principles of belief, h:d 
alio your enſe and conduct. But indeed 
moit of them have given lamentahle 
proots of the contra:y 3; and it is to be 
ap.rehended that they wo want ſenſe, 
ae only 1elivious through weaxnels, and 
„ Enätuted throagh ha ve. Theſe are 
rr ow-minded creatures that never deal 
1-*(Fnnals, their faith never looks be- 
y - 4 ceremonials, ner their charity be- 
) relations. As poor as I am, I 


1 gladly relieve any diſtreſſed, con- 
., French retugre at this 1::ftant 
Vi my concern then be, when [ 
[ - -'a many anxieties now tearing 
g which I have defied a place 
ils of mc<lancholy ning on 
{ winch have long looked up- 
Il begin already to 


nme apryrchend, and 
% "tupid to appre- 
the old, for ſo many 
enges and chagrins, 


more than their ſmail remain of life ſeem- 
ed deitined to undergo ; and with the 
young, for ſo many of thoſe gaietics and 


pleaſures (the portion of youth) which 


they will by this means be deprived of, 
This brings into my mind one er other 
of thoſe I Jove beſt, and among them the 
widow and fatherlefs, late of =, As I 
am certain no people living had an ear- 
lier and truer fer.ſe of others misfortunes, 
or a more generous reſignation as to what 
m1_ht be their own, ſo I earneſtly wiſh 
that whatever part they mult bear, may 
he rendered as ſ:pportable to them, as it 
is in the power of a'y friend to make it. 

But I krow you have prevented me in 
this thought, as you always wil! in any 
thing that,is good or gen-rous: I find 
by a letter of your lady's (which J have 
feen) that their eaſe and tranquillity is 
part of your care. I believe there is ſome 
fatality in it, that you ſhould always, 
from time to ime, be doing thoſe parti- 
cular things that make me enamoured of 
you. | 
I wrte this from Windfſor-foreſt, of 
which 1 am come to take my laſt look. 
We hee bid our neighhours adieu, muck 
as thoſe who go to be hanged do their 
tellow-priſoners, who are condemned to 
follow them a few'weeks after, I parted 
fiom boneſt Mr. D— with tenderneſs ; 
and fiom old Sir - William Trumbull as 
from a veuerable prophet, foretelling 
wich lifted ha ds the miſeries to come, 
from which he is juſt going to be remoy- 
ed himſelt. 

Pe haps, now I have learnt fo far as 

N dulcia linggimus ar va, 
my next leſſon may be 
5 pat: 1m fugimut. 

Let that, and all elie, he as Hzaven 
pleaſes ! I have provided jaſt enongh to 
keep me a man of honour. I believe 


you and [ ſhall never be aſhamed of each 


other. | krow | wiſh my count: y well, 
and, if it undoes me, it. mall not mike 
me with it otherwiſe. 


LI UR 
Eiw. Plaunt, E to Mr. Poſe. 


March 24, 1715-16. 
bog letters give me a gleam of ſatiſ- 
faction, in the midit of a very dark 
and cloudy fituation of thoughts, which 
it 
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it would be more than human to be ex- 
empt from at this time, when our homes 
muſt either be left, or be made too nar- 
row for us to turn in, Poctically ſpeak- 
ing, I ſhould lament the Joſs Windtor- 
foreſt and you ſuſtain of each other, bot 


that, methinks, one cannot ſay! you are, 


' parted, becauſe you will live by and in 
one another, while verſe 1s veric. This 


conſideration hardens me in my opinion” 


rather to congratulate you, frace you 
have the pleature of the proſpett when- 
ever you take it from your ſhelf, and at 
the fame time the ſolid caſh you ſold it 
for, of which Virgil in his exile knew 
nothing in thoſe diys, and which will 
make every place eaſy to you. 1, for 
my part, am not ſo happy; my parwva 
rura are faſtened to me, ſo that I cannot 
exchange them, as you have, for more 
portable means of ſubſiſtence ; and yet J 
hope to gather enough to make the Fa- 


triam fugimus ſupportable to me: it is 


what I am reſolved on, with my fenate. 
If therefore you aſk me, to whom you 
ſhall. complain ? I will exhort you to leave 
lazineſs and the elms of St. James's Park, 


and chooſe to join the other two propoſals 


in one, ſafety and friendſhip (the leaſt of 
which is a good motive for molt things, 
as the other is for almoſt every thing), and 
go with me where war will not reach us, 
nor paultry conſtables ſummon us to 
veſtries. 

The future epiſtle you flatter me with, 
will find me ſtill here, and I think I may 
be here a month longer. Whenever Igo 
from hence, one of the few 'reafons to 
make me regret my home will be, that 1 
ſhall not have- the pleaſure of ſaying to 
you, 

Hic tamen hanc mecum peter is requie/cere noctem; 
which would have rendered this place 

more agreeable, than ever it elſe could 

be to me: for I proteſt, it is with the wt- 
moſt ſincerity that I aſſure you 1 am en- 
tirely, dear Sir, your, &c. 


LETTER Ch 
Mr. Pope to Edav. Blount, Eſq. 


| June 22, 1717- 
JF a regard both to public and private 
* affans may plrad a lawful excuſe in 
behalf of a nezligent correſpondent, 1 
kave really a very good tüle to it, 1 
cannot ſsy whether it is a felicity or un- 
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happineſs, that I am obliged at this time 
to give my whole epplication to Homes; 
when, without that employment, my 
thongh's muſt turn upon what is lets 
agreeable, the violence, madneſs, ard 
reſentment . of modern war-makers », 
which are likely to prove (to ſome people 


at leaſt) more fatal, than the fame quali. 


ties in Achilles did to his unfortunate 
countrymen. | 

Though the change of my ſcene of 
life, from Windſor-foreſt to the fide of 
the Thames, be one of the grand æras of 
my days, and may be called a notable 
period in ſo inconſiderable a hiftory ; ye 
you can ſcarce imagine any hero paſſing 
from one ſtage of life to another, with 0 
much tranquilluy, fo eaſy a tranſition, 
and fo laudable a behaviour. I am he. 
come ſo truly a citizen of the world (ac- 
coding to Plato's expreſhon), that 1 
look with equal wdifference on what! 
have left, and on what I have gained, 
The times and amuſements paſt are not 
more like a dream to me, than tho: 
which are preſent; I lie in a refreſhing 
kind of inaction, and have one comfort 
at leaſt from obſcurity, that the darkness 
helps me to ſleep he better. I now and 
then reflect upon the enjoyment of my 
friends, whom, I fancy, I remember 
much as ſeparate ſpirits do us, at tende 
intervals, neither interrupting their own 
employments, nor altogether careleſs of 
oms, but in general conſtantly wiſhing »s 
well, and hoping to have us one day in 
their corpany. | 

To grow indifferent to the werld, isto 
grow phil ſophical, or religious, (which- 
ſoever of thoſe tuns we chance to take), 
and indeed the world is ſuch a thing, as 
one that thinks pretty much muſt either 
laugh at or be angry with ; but if we 
laugh at it, they ſay we are proud; ard 
if we are angry with it, they ſay we ae 
ina ure. So the moſt politic way is to 
ſeem always better pleaſed than one can 
be, greater admirers, greater lovers, and 
in hort greater fools than we really ae; 
fo ſhal! we live comfortably with our fa- 
milics, quietly with our neighbours, fa. 
voured by our maſters, and happy with 
our miſtiefies, 1 have filled my paper, 


and fo adi, 


* This was Wiitten in the year of the al. 
fair at Vreſ! on, 


LETTER 


| 
| 


R 


cholas Tolentine's chicken, 
proceed apace in converting each other 


Se. I. 


LETTER ci. 


From the ſame to the ſame. 
| Sept. 8, 1717. 


| L* your leaving England was 


like a good man's leaving the world, 
with the bleſſed conſcience of having 


Adcted well in it; and I hope you have 


received your reward, in being happy 
where you are, I believe, in the reli- 
gious country you inhabit, you will be 
better pleaſed io find I contider yon in 
this light, than if I compared you to 
thoſe Greeks and Romans, whole con- 


| . Rancy in ſuff-ring pain, and whoſe reſo- 


lution in purſuit of a generous end, you 
would rather imitate than boaſt of. 

But I had a melancholy hint the other 
day, as if you were yet a martyr to the 
fitigue your virtue made you undergo on 
this fide the water. I beg, if your health 
be reltored to you, not to deny me the 
joy of knowing it. Your endeavours of 
ſervice and good advice to the poor pa- 
pilts. put me in mind of Noah's preach- 
mg forty years to thoſe folks that were 
to be drowned at laſt. 
heartily wiſh your ark may find an Ar- 
tarat, and the wife and family (the hopes 
of the good patriarch) land fafely after 
the deluge, upon the ſhore of L'otneſs. 

If 1 durit mix profane with. ſacred hiſ- 
toy, I would cheer you with the old tale 
of Brutus the wandering Trojan, who 
tound on that very coaſt the hap y end of 
lus peregrinations and adventures, 

I have very lately read Jeffery of Mon- 
mouth (to whom your Cornwall is not a 
litle beholden) in the tranſlation of a 
clergyman in my neighbourhood, The 
poor man is highly concerned to vindi- 
cate Jeftery's veracity as an hiſtoiian ; 
and told me, he was perfectly aſtoniſhed 
we of the Roman communion could doubt 
ot the legends of his giants, while we 
believe thoſe of our ſaints. I am forced 
o make a fair compoſition with him; 
aud, by crediting ſome of the wor-ders of 
Comes and Gogmagog, have brought 
lum lo far already, that he ſpeaks re- 


lpecttully of St. Chriſtopher's carrying 


Chit, and the reſuſcitation of St. Ni- 
Thus we 


4.21 mauner of infileliiy. 
and Hector are no more to he 
con. pal <d is Cocinæus and Arthur, than 


MO D E 


At the worſt 1 


one falſe ttep would be fatal. 
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the Guelphs and Ghibellines are to the 
Mohocks of ever dreadful memory. This 
amazing writer has made me lay aſide 
Homer for a week, and, when I take 
him up again, I ſhall be very well pre- 
pared to tranſlate, with belief and re- 
verence, the ſpeech of Achilles's horſe. 

You will excuſe all this trifling, or an 
thing elſe which prevents a ſheet full of 
compliment : and believe there is nothing 
more true (even more true than any 
thing in Jeffrey 1s falſe) than that I have 
a conſtant affeCtion for you, and am, &c. 

P.S. I know you will take part in re- 
joicing for the victory of Prince Eugene 
over the Turks, in the zeal you bear to 
the Chriſtian intereſt, though your couſin 
of Oxford (with whom [I dined yeſterday) 
ſays, there is no other difference in the 
Chriſtians beating the Turks, or the 
Turks beating the Chriſtians; than whe- 
ther the Emperor ſhall firſt declare war 
againſt Spain, or Spain declare it againſt 
the Emperor. 


L ET U CNL 
From the fame to the ſame- 


Nov. 27, 1717. 
PH queſtion you propoſed to me is 
what at preſent I am the moſt unfit 
man in the world to anſwer, by my loſs of 


one of the beſt of fathers. 


He had lived in ſuch a courſe of tem- 
perance as was enough to make the long- 
elt life agreeable to him, and in ſuch a 
courſe of piety as ſufficed to make the 
molt ſudden death fo alſo. Sudden in- 


. deed it was: however, I heartily beg of 


God to give me ſuch a one, provided I 
can lead ſuch a life. I leave him to the 
me:cy of God, and to the piety of a te- 
ligion that extends beyond the grave; Sz 
gua eft ea cura, &e. 8 
He has left me to the tickſiſn manage- 
ment of ſo narrow a fortune, that any 
My mo- 
ther is in that diſpirited ſtate of refigna- 
tion, which is the effect of long life, and 
the loſs of what is dzar to us, We ae 
really each of us in want of a friend, of 
ſuch an humane turn as yourſelt, to malie 
almb# ary thing defirable to vs. I tecl 
your abſence more than ever, at the ſame 


time I can lels expres my regards to you * 


than ever; and ſhall make this, which 
is the moſt ſincere letter I ever writ to 


you, 
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you, the ſhorteſt and faintelt perhaps of 


any you have received. It is enough if 
you reflect, that barely to remember any 
perſon when one's mind is taken up with 
a ſenfible ſorrow, is a great degree of 
can ſay no mor? but that 1 
love you, and all that are yours; and 
that I wiſh it may be very long before 
any of yours ſhall feel for you what 1 now | 
feel for my father. Adicu. 


LETTER Cv. 
Mr. Pope to Edw. Blount, Eſq. 


Rentcumb in Glouceſterſhir:, Od. 3, 1721. 


Our kind letter has overtaken me 
here, for I have been in ard ahout. 
this countty ever ſince your departue, 
I am well pleaſed to date this from a 

place ſo well known to Mis. Blount, 
where I write as if I were dictated to by 
her anceſtors, whoſe faces are all upon 

I fear none fo much as Sir Chriſto— 

pher Guiſe, who, being in his shirt, 
trems as ready to combat me, as her 
own Sir John was to d moliſn Duke Lan- 

I dare fray your lady will recol- 

I looked upon the man- 
fior, walls, and terraces; the planta- 
tions, and ſlopes, which nature has made 
to command a variety of valleys and riſ- 
ing woods; with a veneration mixed 
with a pleaſure, that repielenied her to 
me in thoſe puerile amuſements, which 

engaged her ſo many years ago in this 

I fancied I ſaw her ſober over a 
{\mpler, or gay over a jointed baby, 
dare ſay ſhe did one thing more, even 

in thole early times ; © remenibered her 

« Crea'or in the days of her youth.“ 

You deſcribe fo well your hermitical 
fate of life, that none of the ancient an- 
chorites could go beyond you, for a cave 
in a rock, with a fine ſpring, or any of 
the accommodations that befit a ſolitary. 

Only I do not remember to have read, 
that any of thoſe venerable and holy per- 
ſonnges took with them a lady, and be- 
pit lons a. d daughters. 
deftly be content to he 2ccounted a pa- 

But wert you a little younger, 
I ſliould rather rank you with Sir Ama- 
dis, ard his fellows, 

mantic, I ſhall turn hermit in good 
earneſt; for, I fee, one may go lo far 

and hope to fave one's 


le& his figure. 


You muſt mo- 


If piety be ſo ro- 


as to be poctica 


ſoul at the ſame time. I really wiſh ny. 
ſelf ſomething more, that is, a prophet ; 
for I wiſh. 1 were, as Habakkuk, to be 
taken by the hair of his head, and vii 
Daniel in his den. You are very oblig. 
ing in ſaying, I bave row a whole fanj. 
ly upon my hands te whom to diſcharge 
the part of a friend ; I affure you, 1 like 
them all fo well, that I will never quit my 
hereditary right to them ; you have made 
me yours, and conſequently them mine.“ 
I ſtill ſee them walking on my green at 
Twickenham, and gratefully re:nembe;, 
not only their green gowns, but the in. 
ttryCtions they gave me how to ſlide down 
and trip up the ſteepeſt flopes of my 
mount. ö 

Pray think of me ſometimes, as I ſhall 
often ot you; and know me for what! 
am, that is, your, &c. 


LETTERCY, 


From the ſame to the ſame. 


h | October 21, 1721. 
Y our very kind and obliging manner 

of inquiring after me, among the 
firſt concerns of life, at your reſuſcitation, 
ſhould have been ſooner anſwered and ac- 
k now ledged. I fincerely rejoice at your 
recovery from an illvels which gave me 
leſs pain than it did you, only from 6 
12norance of it. I ſhould have elſe been 
ſeriouſly and deeply afflicted, in the 
thought of your danger by a fever, I 
think it a fine and a natwal thought, 
which 1 lately read in a letter of Mon- 
ta1.,ne's publiſhed by P. Coſte, giving 
an account of the latt words of an int. 
mate friend of his: “ Adieu, my friend! 
&* the pain 1 feel will ſoon be over; bit 
I grieve for that you are to fee], which 
© 18 10 laſt you for life.“ 

I join with your family in giving God 
tanks for lending us a worthy man ſome- 
what longer. "The comforts you tecrice 
from. their atte: dance, put me in mird 
of what old Fletcher of Saltoune ſaid one 
diy to me: Alas, I bave nothing to 
© doit to die: | am a poor indiviiual; 
ro CItature to wiſh-or to fear for mY 
«K life or death ; it is the only reaſon 1 
© have to repent being a ſingle man; 
ce now | crow old, I am like a tree vith- 
% out a prop, and without young 
to grow ieund me, for cumpany 49 
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I hope the gout will ſoon go after the 


fever, and all evil things remove far from 
you, But pray tell me, when will you 
move towards us ?. If you had an interval 
to get hither, I care not what fixes you 
afterwards, except the gout. Pray come, 
and never ſtir from us again. Do away 
vour dirty acres, caſt them to dirty peo- 
ple, ſuch as in the ſcripture-phraſe poſ- 
ſeſs the land. Shake off your earth like 
the noble animal in Milton, 


The tawny lion, pawing to get free 


His hinder parts, he ſprings as broke from 


bonds, 15 
And rampant ſhakes his brinded mane : the 
ounce, 
The lizard, and the tyger, at the mole 
Riſing, the crumbled earth above them threw 
In hillocks! 
But, I believe, Milton never thought theſe 
fiie verſes of his ſhould be applied to a 
man ſelling a parcel of dirty acres ; though 
in the main, I think, it may have ſome 
reſemblance. For, God knows | this 


o 


| little ſpace of ground nouriſhes, buries, 


and confines us, as that of Eden did thoſe 
creatures, till we can ſhake it looſe, at 
leaſt in our affections and deſires. 

Believe, dear Sir, I truly love and 
value you; let Mrs. Blount know that 
ſhe is in the liſt of my Memento Domine, 


famulorum famulorumgue's, &c. My poor 


mother is tar from well, declining ; and 
I am watching over her, as we watch an 
expiring taper, that even when it looks 
brighteſt, waltes falteſt. I am (as you 
will ſee from the whole air of this letter) 
not in the gayeſt nor eaſieſt humour, but 


always with lincerity your, &c. 


LETTER N 
From the. ſame to the ſame. 


June 27, 1723. 
you may truly do me the juttice to 
think no man is more your ſincere 
well-wiſher than myſelf, or more the ſin- 
cctre well-wiſher of your whole family; 
with all which I cannot deny but 1 have 


A mixte of envy to you all, for loving 


one another ſo well; and for enjoying the 
iwee's of that life, which can only be 
taite| by people of good-will, 

They from all ſhades the darkneſscan exclude, 
And from a delcrt baniſh ſolitude. 


| Torhay is a paradiſe; and a florm is but 


an amuſ-ment to ſuch people. If you 
dre tea upon 2 promontory that over- 
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hangs the ſea, it is preferable to an aſ- 
ſembly: and the whiſtling of the wind 
better muſic to contented and loving minds, 
than the opera to the ſpleenful, ambitious, 
diſeaſed, diſtaſted, and diſtracted ſouls 
which this world affords ; nay, this world 
affords no other. Happy they who are 
baniſhed from us | but happier they, who 
can baniſh' themſelves; or more properly 
baniſh the world from them | 

Alas ! I live at Twickenham 

I take that period to be very ſublime, 
and to include more than a hundred ſen- 
tences that might be writ to expreſs diſe 
traction, hurry, multiplication of nothings, 


and all the fatiguing perpetual buſineſs 


of having no buſineſs to do. You'll 
wonder I reckon tranſlating the Odyſſt 
as nothing, But whenever I think ſeri- 
oully (and of late I have met with ſo 
many occaſions of thinking ſeriouſly, that 
I begin never to think otherwiſe), I cannot 
but think theſe things very idle; as idle 
as if a beaſt of burden ſhould go on jing- 
ling his bells, without bearing any thing 
valuable about him, or ever ſerving his 
maſter, 
Life's vain amuſements, amidſt which we 
dwell ; 
Not weigh'd, or underſtood, by the grim god 
of hell 1 4 

ſaid a heathen -poet; as he is tranſlated 
by a chriſtian biſhop, who has, firſt hy 
his exhortations, and ſince by his example, 
taught me to think as becomes a reaſon- 
able creature—but he 1s gone! 

I remember I promiſed to write to you, 


» 


as foon as 1 ſhould hear you were got 


home. You muſt look on this as the firſt 
day I have been myſelf, and paſs over 
the mad interval un imputed to me. 
How punctusl a correſpondent 1 (hall 
henceforward be able or not able to be, 
God knows: but he knows, I ſhall ever 
be a punctual and grateful friend, and 
all the good wiſhes of ſuch an one will 
ever attend you. 


LETTER cvn. 


From the ſame” to the ſame. 


Twickenham, June 2, 1726. 
you ſhew yourſ-lf 4 juſt man and A 
triend in thoſe guefſ-s ar d ſuppoſi- 
tions you. make at the poſſible reaſons of 
my hlence ; every one of which is 4 true 
one. As to furgetfulneſs of you, or 
Fours, 
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yours, I aſſure you, the promiſcuous con- 


veiſations of the town ſerve only to put 
me in mind of better, and more quiet, to 
be had in a corner of the world (un- 
diſturbed, innocent, ſerene, and ſenſible) 
with ſuch as you. Let no acceſs of any 


diſtruſt make you think of me differently 


in a cloudy day from what you do in the 
moſt ſunſhiny weather, Let the young 
ladies be aſſured 1 make nothing new in 


my gardens without wiſhing to ſce the 


print cf their fairy fteps in every part of 
them, I have put the laſt hand to my 
works of this kind, in happily finiſhing 
the ſubterraneous way and grotto: 1 


there found a ſpring of the cleareſt wa- | 


ter, which falls in a perpetual ul, that 
echoes through the cavern day and night. 


From the river Thames, you ſee through 


my arch up a-walk of the wildernets, to a 
kind of open temple, wholly compoſed 
of ſhe}ls in the tuſtic manner; and from 
that diſtance, under the temple you look 
down through a ſloping arcade of trees, 


and ſre the fails on the river paſſing ſud- 


deny and vaniſhing, as though a per- 
ſpeQive glaſs. When you ſhut the doors 
of this grotto it becomes on the inſtant, 
from a lumingus room, a camera 6b/cura ; 
on the walls of which all the objects of 
the river, hills, woods, and boats, are 


forming a moving picture in their viſible 
radiations : and when you have a mind to 


light it up, it affords you a very differ- 
ent ſcene; it is finiſhed with ſhells in- 
terſper ſec with pieces of lòoking-glaſs in 
angular forms; and in the ceiling is a 
ſtar of the ſame material, at which, when 
a lamp (of an orbicular figure of thin ala- 


baſter) is hung in the middle, a thou- 


ſand pointed rays.glitter, and are refl.Q- 
ed over the place. There are connected 
to this grotto by a narrower paſſage two 
porches ; one towards the river, of ſmooth 
ftones full of light, and open; the other 
toward the garden, ſhadowed with trees, 
rougb with ſhells, flints, and tron ore. 
7 he bottom is paved with ſumple peb- 
ble, as is #l'o the adjoining walk up the 
v1ildernels to the temple, in the natural 
tate, agreeing not ill with the litile 
d-ivping murmur, and the aquatic idea 
of the whole place. It wants nothing to 
complete it but a good ſtarve, with an in- 
ſcyiprion, like that beautiful antique ore 
which you know I am ſo fond o,, 


Hujus Nympha leci, ſacri cuſtedia fontis ; 


Dermis, dim blande /entio murmur aque. 


* 
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Par ce meum, quiſquis targis cava mar mera, 
Jomnum 
Rumpere , fi bibas, five lavere, tace. ' 
Nymph of the grot, theſe ſacred ſprings | keep, - 
And to the murmur of thete waters fletp; 
Ah ſpare my ſlumbets, gently tread the cave! 
And drink in filence, or in ſilence leave |! 


You will think I have been very poe- 
tical in this deſcription, but it is prey 
near the truth. 1 wiſh you were here to 
bear teſtimony how little it owes to art, 
either the place itſelf, or the image I 
give of it. I am, &c. 


LETTER CVIIH. 
Mr. Pope to Edw. Blount, Eſq. 


| Sept. 13, 1725, 
] >#ovLD be aſhamed to own the re- 
ceipt of a very kind letter from you, 
two whole months from the date of this; 
if I were not more aſhamed to tell a lie, 
or to make an excuſe, which is worſe 
than a lie (for being built upon ſome pro- 
bable circumſtance, it makes uſe of a de- 
gree of truth to falſify with, and is a lie 
guaided). Your letter has been in my 
pocket in conſtant wearing, till that, and 
the pocket, and the ſuit, are worn out 
by which means I have read it foity 
times, and I find by ſo doing that I have 
not enough conſidered and reflected upon 
many othe:s you have obliged me with 
for true friendſhip, as they ſay of good 
writing, will bear reviewing a thouſand 

times, and ſtill diſcover new beauries. . 

1 have had a fever, a ſhort! one, but 
a violent: Iamnow well, fo it ſhall take 
up no more of this paper: 

I begin now to expe& you in town to 
make the winter to come more tolerable 
to*us both. The ſummer is a kind of 
heaven, when we wander in a paradifat- 


cal ſcene among groves and gardens ; but 


at this ſeaſon, we are, like our poor fir 
parents, turned out of that agreeable 
though ſolitary life, and forced to look 
about for more people to help to bear 
our labouis, to get into warmer houſes, 
and live together in cities. 8 

l hope you are long ſince perfectly re- 
ſtored, and riſen from your gout, hajpy 
in the delights of a contented family, 
tmiling at ſtorms, laughing at peatnels, 
merry over a Chriſtmas fire, and exer- 
cigng all the funRions of an old patriarch 
in charity and holpitaltity. 1 will ” 

; tr 
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tell Mrs. B- what I think ſhe is doing; 


for I conclude it is her opinion, that he 
only ought to know it for whom it 1s 
gone; and ſhe will allow herſelf to be 
far enough advanced above a fine lady not 
to dehre to ſhine befo en en. 

Vour davghters perhaps may have 
ſome other thoughts, which even their 
mother muſt excuſe them for, becauſe 
ſhe is a mother, I will not however 
ſuppole thoſe thoughts get the better of 
their devotions, but rather excite them 
and aſſiſt the warmth of them; while their 
prayer miy be, that they may 1aiſe up 
and breed as irreproachable a young fa- 
mily as their paren's have done. In a. 
word, I fancy you ali well, eaſy, and 
happy, juſt as I wiſh your and next to 
that, I with you all with me.“ 

Next to God, is a good man: next in 
dignity, and next in value. Miauiſti eum 
faullo minus ab engelis. If therefore I 
with well to the good and the deſerving, 
and defire they only ſhould be my com- 
panions and corteſponden's, I muit very 
ſoon and very much think of you. I 
want your company and your example. 
Pray make haſte to town, ſo as not again 
to leave us: diſcharge the load of earth 
that lies on yon, like one of the moun- 
tains unders which, the poets ſay, the 
giants (the men of the earth) are whelm- 
ed : leave earth to the ſons of the earth, 
your converſation is in heaven. Which 
that it may be accompliſhed in us all, is 
the prayer of him who maketh this ſhort 
ſermon z value (to you) three-pence, 
Adieu. 


LETTER CIX. 
Mr. Pope to the Hon. Robert Digby. 


June 2, 1717. 

Hap pleaſed myſelf ſooner in wruing 

to you, but that 1 have been your ſoc- 
e ſſor 10 a fit of ficknels, and ain not vet 
ſo much recovered, but that I have 
thoughts of uſing your phyſicians “. 
They are as grave peifons as any of the 
faculty, and (like the ancients) carry 
thut own medicaments about with them. 
But indeed the moderns are ſuch lovers of 
rat'lery, that nothing is grave enough to 
. Ecape them. Let them laugh, but peo- 
Pic will ſtill have their opmions ; as they 
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think our doRors aſſes to them, we will 
think thein aſſes to our doctors. 

I am glad you are fo much in a better 
{tate of health, as to allow me to Jeſt 


about it. My concern, when | heard of 
your danger, was fo very ferious, that [ 
almoſt take it ill that Dr. Evans ſhould 
tell you of it, or you mention it. I tell 
you fairly, if you and a few more ſuch 
people were to leave the world, I would 
not give hx-pence to ſtay in it. 

I am not fo much concerned as to 
the point whether you are to live fat or 
lean: moſt men of wit or honeſty are 
viually decreed io live very lean, fo [ 
am inclined to the opinion that it is de- 
creed „ou hall; however, be comforted, 
and reflect that you will make the better 
buſto forit. 

It is fomeihing par icular in you, not 
to be ſatisfied with ſending me your own 
books, but to make your acquaintance 
continue the frolic. Mr, Wharton forced 
me to take Gorboduc, which has fince 
done me great credit with feveral people, 
as it has done Dryden and Oldham ſome 
diſkindneſs, in ſhewing there is as much 
diff-rence between their Gorboduc and 
this, as between Queen Anne and King 
George. It is truly a ſcandal, that men 


ſhould write with contempt of a piece 


which they never once ſaw, as thoſe two 

poets did, who were ignorant even of the 

ſex, as well as ſenſe, of Gorhoduc. 
Adieu! I am going to forget you: 


this minute, you took up all my mind, 


the next, I ſhall think of nothing but the 
reconciliation with Agamewnon, and the 
recovery of Briſeis, I ſhall be Achilles's 
humble ſervant theſe two months (with 
the good leave of all my friends). 1 
have no ambition {9 ſtrong at preſent, as 
that noble one of Sir Szlathiel Lovel, te- 
corder of London, to furniſh out a de- 
cent and plentiful execution, of Greeks 
and "Trojins. It-1s not to be exptefied 
how heartily I wiſh the death of all Ho- 
mer's heroes, one after another. The 
Lord preferve me in the day of battle, 
which is juſt approaching! Join in your 
prayers for me, and know] me to be al- 
ways your, &c, More 

LETTER 
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Mr. Pope to the Hon, Robert Digby, 

London, March 31, 1718. 

19 convince you how little pain I give 
myſelf in correſponding with men of 

00d nature and goed underſtanding, you 

ze I omit to anſwer your letters till a 

time when another man would be aſham- 
ed to own he had received them, If 
therefore you are ever moved on my ac- 
count by that fpirit, which I -take to be 
as familiar to you as a quotidian ague, 
I mean the pit of goodneſs,” pray never 
fine it, in any fear of obliging me to a 
c:vility beyond my natural inclination, I 
dare truſt you. Si, not only with my 
folly when 1 write, but with my neglt- 
gence when | do not; and expect equally 
your pardon for rither. | 

If I knew how to entertain yo through 
the reſt of this paper, it thov}d be fpotte4 
and iverfitied with concrits all over; 
you ſhould be put out of breath with 
lavghter at cach ſentence, and pauſe at 
each prriod, to look back over how much 
wit you have paſſed. But I have found 
by experience, that peopic now-a-days 
reyard wiiting as lie as they do preach- 
ing: the moſt we can hope is to be 
heard juſt with decency and patience, 
once, a week, by folks in the country. 
Here in town we hum over a piece of 
fine writing, and we whiltle at a ſermon. 
The ſtage is the only place we ſeem alive 
at; there indeed we ſtare, and roar, and 
- clap hands for King George and the go- 
verninent. As tor all other virtues but 
this loyalty, they are in obſolete train, 
fo il dreſſed, that men, women, and 
children his them out of all good com- 
pany. Humility knocks fo ſneakingly 
at the door, that every footman gute aps 
it, and makes it give way to the fie 
entrance ot pride, prodigality, and vgin 

lery. 

My Lady Scudamore, from having ruſ- 
ticated in your company too long, really 
behaves herſelf ſcandaloully among us: 
ſhe pretends to open her eyes for the ſake 
of ſeeing the ſun, and to fleep becauſe it 
is night; drinks tea at nine in the morn- 
ing, and is thought to have Cad her 
prayers before: talks, without any man- 


ner ot ſhame, of gocd books, ard has 


not ſeen Cibber's play of the Nonjusor. 


1 rejoiced the other day to fee a libel on 


her toilette, which gives me ſome hope 
that you have, at leaſt, a taſte of ſcandal 


left you, in defect of all other vices. 


Upon the whole matter, I heartily with 
you well; but as I cannot entirely deſire 
the ruin of all the joys of this city, ſo 
all that remains is to wiſh you would 
keep your happineſs to yourſelves, that 
the happieſt here may got die with envy 
at a bliſs which they cannot attain to, 
1 am, &c, 


LETTER CXI, 


Mr. Digby to Mr. Pope. 


Coleſhill, April 17, 1918. 

Have read your letter over and over 
with delight. By your deſcription of 
the town, I imagine it to lie under ſome 
great enchantment, and am very much 
concerned for you and all my friends in 
it. I am the more afraid, imagining, 
ſince you do not fly thoſe horrible mon- 
fters, rapine, difſimulatien, and luxury, 
that a magic cucle is drawn about you, 
and you cannot eſcape. We are here in 
the country in quite another world, ſur- 
rounded with bleſſings and pleaſures, 
without any occahon of exerciſing our 
iraſcible faculties; indeed we cannot 
boaſt ot good bieeding and the art of 
life, but yet we do not live unpleaſantly 
in primitive ſimplicuy and good humour, 
The faſhions of the town affect us but juſt 
like a rarce- ſhow ; we have a curioſity to 
peep at them, and nothing more. What 
you call pride, prodigality, and vain 
glory, we cannot find in pop and 
iplencour at this diſtance; it appears to 
us a fine glittering ſcene, which if we 
do not envy you, we think you happier 
than we are, in your enj»yihg it. What- 
ever you may think to perſuade vs of 
the humility of vntue, and her appear- 
ing in rags amongſt you, we can never 
believe: our uninformed minds repreſent 
her ſo noble to us, that we necefſanly 
annex ſplendour to her ; and we could as 
ſoon imagine the order of things invert- 
ed, and that there is no man in the moon, 
as believe the contrary, I cannot for- 
bear telling you, we indeed read the Spoils 
of Rapine as boys do the Engliſh Rogue, 
and hug omfelves full as much over it; 
vet our rofes are not without thorns. 
Pray give me the pleafure of hearing 
(when you ate at leiſure) how ſoon L 
| may 
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it is ia mine. 


Sea. I. 


Homer. 1 am, &c. 


LETTER CXIL 
Mr. Pope to Mr. Digby. 


May 1, 1720, 

you will think me very full of myſelf, 

when after long filence (which how- 
ever, to ſay truth, has rather: been em- 
ployed to contemplate of you, than to 
forget you) I begin to talk of my own 
woiks: I find it is in the finiſhing a 
book, as in concluding a leſſion of parlia- 
ment, one always thinks it will be very 
ſoon, aud finds it very late. There ate 
many unlooked for incidents to retard the 
clearing any public account, and ſo I ſce 
I have plagued myſelf, 
like great miniſters, with unde taking too 
much for one man; and, with a dente of 
doing more than was expected from me, 
have done lets than 1 onght. 

For having defigned four very labort- 
ous and uncommon fort of indexes to Ho- 
mer, Jam forced, for want of time, to 
publiſh two only; the deſign of Winch 
you will own to be pretty, though tar 
hom being fully executed. I have.alfo 
been obliged to leave unfiniſhed in my 
deik the hrads of two Effays, one on the 
Theology and Murality ot Homer, and 
another on the Oratory of Homer aud 
Virgil. So they mult wait for tuture 
elitiuns, or peiiſh ;- and (one way 06» 
other, no gieat matter which) dabit Deus 
his quoque finem. I think of you every 
day, 1 atture you, even with ut ſuch good 
memorials of you as your biters, with 
whom 1 fometinnes talk of you, and find 
it ove of the mult ag ccable of all ſub- 
jects to them. My Lord Digby mutt be 
per putuaily remembered by all who ever 
kiew him, or knew tus children. Iheie 
necils 1.0 more than an acquaintance with 
your family, to make all elder tons wich 
they had tathess to their lives end. 

} canuort touch upon the lubje & of 
filial love, without putting you in mind 
ef an old woman, who has a fincere, 
hea ty, old-faſhioned retiect for you, and 
conſtantly blames her fon for not having 
wil to you oftner to tell you fo. 

I. very much with (hut what ſignifics 
my willung ? my Lady Scudamore wiſhes, 
your fitters with) that you were with us, 
tw copare the beautiful coatralt tis 
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may expect to ſee the next volume of 
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ſeaſon affords us, of the town and the 
country. No ideas you could form in 
the winter can make you imagine what 
Twickenham is (and what your friend 
Mr. Johnſon of Twickenham is) in this 
warmer fraſon. Our river glitters be- 
neath an unclouded fun, at the ſame time 
that irs banks retain the verdure of 
ſhowers : our gardens. are offering theic 
firſt noſegaysz our trees, like new ac- 
quaintance brought happily together, ace 
ltretching their arms to mcet each other, 
a:.d growing nearer and nearer every 
hour; the birds are paying then thankſ- 


giving ſongs tor the new habitations [ 


have made them; my building rites high 
enough to attiact the eyes and curioſity of 
the paſſenger from the tiver, where, 
upon benolding a mixture of beauty aud 
ruin, he enquires what houſe 1s falling, 
or what church is riſing ? So litle rafte 
have our common 'Tritons «ft Vitruvius; 
whatever. deligh:s th: poetical gods of 
the river may take, in reflecting on their 
lireams, by Tulcan porticos or Ionic, 
pilaſters. | 

But (to deſcend from all this pamp of 
ſtyle) the beſt account of whit 1 am 
building is, that it will afford me a few 
pleaſant rooms for ſuch a triend as your- 
ſelt, o a cou] ntuation for an hour or two 
tor Lady Scudamore, when (he will do me 
the honour (at this public houle on the 
road) tou drink, her own cyder.: 

The moment I am writing this, I am 
ſurpriſcd with the account of the death 
of a friend of mine; which makes all 1 
have here been talking of, a mere jelt ! 
buildings, garflens, wiitings, pleaſures, 
woiks of whatever {tf man can rae ! 
none of them (God knows) capable of 
advantaging a creature that 1s mortal, or 
of fatistving a foul that is immortal ! 
Dear Sir, I am, &c. 


LET UCR AI. 
Mr. Digby to Mr. Pape. 


a : My 21, 1720. 

Y ous letter, which I had two polts 
” 4,0, Was very medi-inal to me; and 1 
heartily thank you for the telief it gave 
me. I was tick of the thoughts of my 
not having in all this time given you 
any tenimony of the atteHion 1 owe vou, 
and which 1 as conſtantle indeed tec! a3 
L think of you. This indecd was a trou- 
bleſom⸗ 
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bl: ſome ill to me, till, after teading your 
letter, 1 found it was a moſt idle weak 
imagination to think I could ſo offend 
- you. Ot all the impreſſiops you have 
made upon me, I never received any with 
greaier joy than this of your abundant 
go0d natwe, which bids me be aſſured 
_ of foine ſhare of your affections. 

I had many other pleatures ff om your 
letter; that your mother remembers me 
is a very ſincere joy to me; I cannot 
but reflect how' alike you are; from the 
time you do any one a favour, you think 
yourſelves obliged as thoſe that have re- 
ceived one. "this is indeed an old- fa- 
Niioned re!p:&, hardly to be found ont of 
your houſe. 
| Ever, to ſee many old-fathioned virtues 
zxevive, ſince you have made our ave in 
love with Homer; I heartily wiſh you, 
who ate as good a citizen as a poet, the 
joy of iceing a retormation from your 
works. I am in doubt whether I ſhould 
congratulate you! having finiſhed Homer, 
while the two Eſſays you mention are not 
completed; but if you expect no great 


nouble from finiſhing thete, 1 heartily | „„ of ok 


rejoices with you, 

1 have Tome faint notions of the beau- 
ties of Twickenham from what I here 
fre round me. he verdure of thowers 
is powred upon every tee and field about 
vs ; the gardens unfold variety of columns 
to the eye every morning, che hedg.s 


breath is beyond all pertume, and the. 


ſongs of birds we hear as well as you. 
But though I hear and fee all this, yet 
I think they would delight me more if 
you was here, I found the want of theſe 


at Twickenham while I was there with 


you, by which, I gueſs what an increate 
of charws it muſt now have, How kind 
is it in you to with me there, and how 
unfortunate are my chcumſtances that al- 
low me not to vitit you ! If L fee you, I 
ouſt leave my father alone, and this un- 
eaſy thought would diſappoint all my pro- 
poled pleaſures 3 the fame circumſtance 
will preve+t my proſpect of many happy 
louis with you in Lord Bathvrit's wood, 
and I fear ot ſeeing you ull winter, unleſs 
Lady Scudamore comes to Sherburne, in 
vi hich cate 1 ſhall preſs you to ſee Porſet- 
ſire, as you propoled, May you have 
a long enjoyment of your new favourite 
portico, . Your, &c. 


| have great hopes, hyw- | 


; Book III. 


L'E T TER CxIv. 
Mr. Digby to Mr. Pope. 


Sher burage, July 9, 1720. 

THE London language and convertation 

is, I find, quite changed ſince I left 
it, though it is not above three or four 
months ago. No violent change in the 
natural wol ever attomſhed a philolo- 
pher ſo much as this does me. I hoje 
this will calm all party rage, and inno- 
duce more humanity than has of late ob- 
tained in converiation. All ſcandal will 
{ure he laid aſide, for there can be no ſuch 
diſeaſe any more as ſpleen in this new 
golden age, I am pleaſed with the 
thoughts of ſeeing nothing but a gene1al 
good humour when I come up to town; 1 
rejoice in the aniverſat riches 1 hear ot, 
in the thought of their having this effect. 
I hey tell me you was foon content; and 


that you cared not for ſuch an increaſe 


as others wiſhed you. By this account | 
judge you the richeſt man in the South- 
lea, and congratulate you accordingly. 


for ot riches and fame you have enough, 
Your, &c. 8 


Ern CXV. 
Mr. Pope to Mr. Digby. 


July 20, 1720. 

your kind defire to know the ſtate 

of my health had not been unfan(- 
hed fo long, had not that ill ſtate been 
the impediment. Nor ſhould 1 have 
ſeemed an uncencerned party in the joys 
of vour family, which 1 heard of tom 
Lady Scudamore, whoſe ſhort eſchantil- 
lon of a letter (of a quarter of a page) 
1 value as the fhort giimpſe of a von 
afforded to ſome devout hermit ; for it 
includes (as thoſe revelations do) a pro- 
miſe of a better life in the Elyſian groves 


of Cirenceſter, whither, I could fay almoſt 


in the ſtyle of a ſermon, the Lord bring 
as all, &, Thither may we tend, by 
various ways, to one blisfu] Bower; 
thiher way health, peace, and good hu- 
mour wait upon us as aſſociates: thither 
may whole cargoes of nectar (Uqdor of 
life aud Jongevity !) by mortals call:d 
Spaw-water, he cunveyed ; and there (s 
Milton has it) may we, like the r 
d a 


Set. 1. 


On flow'rs repos'd, and with freſh garlands 
ciown'd, * 


Quaff immortality and joy. 
When I ſpeak of garlands, I ſhould 


not fo get the green veſtments and icaits 
which your titers promiled io make for 
this purpoſe : I expect you too in green, 
with a hunting- horn by your fide, and a 
gieen hat, the model of which you may 
take from Oſborne's deſcription of King 
James the Firſt. | | 

What words, what numbers, what ora- 


- tory, or what poetry can ſuffice, to expreſs 


how infinitely I eſteem, value, love, and 
deſire you all, above all the great ones of 
this part of the world; ahove all the 
Jews, jobbers, bubblers, ſubſcribers, pro- 
j:&tors, directors, governors, trealurers, 
&c, &c. &c. in ſecula ſeculorum. 

Turn your eyes and attention from this 
miſerable mercenary period; and twin 
yourſelf, in a juſt contempt of theſe ſons 
of Mammon, to the contemplation of 
books, gardens, and marriage; in which 
I now leave you, and return (wretch 
that Tam) 1) to water gruel and Palladio. 
Jan, &c. 


LETTER CXVT. 
Mr. Digby to Mr. Pope. 


Sherburne, July 430. 

| CONGRATULATE you, dear Sir, on 

the return of the golden age, for ſure 
this n:utt be ſuch, in which money. is 
ſhowered down in ſuch abundance upon 
v3, I hope this overflowing will projuce 
creat and good fruits, and biing back 
te Hgurative moxal collen age to us. I 
hive lune omens to induce me to believe 
may; for when the mules delight to 
be n.ar a court, when 1 find you fre- 
quertly with a firſt miniſter, I cannot but 
expect from ſuch an intimacy en encou- 


gement and ievival of the polite arts. 


| know you deſne to bring them into 
honour, above the golden image which 
s ſet up and worfhn;ped ; and, if you 
cannot effect it, adicn to all ſuch hopes. 
You ſeem to intimate in yours another 
tice of thinas from this inundation of 
wealth, as if behuty, wit, and valour, 
would! no more enpace our paſſions in the 
preaſwable purſyjt, of them, though af- 
E2{e: if o, and if mon- 
firs Gly, as various as thoſe of Nile, 
une from this abundance, who, that has 
@Y ipicen about him, will not haſte to 
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town to laugh? What will become of 
the play-houte? who will go thither, 
while there is ſuch entertainment in the 
fireets ? L hope we (hall neither want god 
ſatire nor comedy; if we do, the age 
may well be thought harren of gemutes, 


for none has ever produced better lubjccis. 
Your, &c. a 


LETTER CXVIL 


From the ſame to the ſame. 


Coleſhill, Nov. 12, 1920. 


JJ FIND in my heart that 1 have a tant 


of the corrupt age we live in. I want 
the public ſpirit ſo much adumed in old 
Nome, of ſacrificing every thing that is 
dear to us to the commonwealth. 1 cven 
feel a more intimate concern for my 
friends who have ſuffered in the South 
Sea, than for the public, which is laid te 
be undone by nu. But I hope the rea- 
fon is, that 1 do not ſce fo evidently the 
1010 of the public to be a conſequence of 
it, as. 1 do the lols of my friends. I fear 
there are few befides yourſelf that will 
be perſuaded by old Heliod, that half is 
more than the whole, I know not whe- 
tner 1 do not rejoice in your ſufferings; 
ſince they have fhewn me your mind 1s 
principled with ſuch a tentiment, I affuce 
you L expect from it a performance greater 
{till han Homer. I have an extreme joy 
from your communicating to mie this at- 
tection of your mind; 


Quid veveat dulei Nutricula majus alumm ? 


Believe me, dear Sir, no equipa-e could 
ſhew you to iny eye in ſo much ſytendour. 
1 would not indulge this fit of philotopay 
ſo far as to be ted us to you, clic I couid 
proſccute it with pleaſure, i 
1 long to Ike you, your mother, and 
you: villa; till tuen 1 will fay nothing of 
Lord Buthuril's wood, which I (aw in my 
return hither, Soon atter Chriu mas I 
deſigu for London, where 1 {hall mils 
Lady Scudamore very much, who in- 
tends to itay in the county all winter. I 
am angry With her, as | am hike to tuff r 
by this reſolution, and would fain blame 
her, but cannot find a cauſe. The man 
is curſed that has a longer letter thay this 
to write with as bad a pen, yet-1 can ute 
it with plealure to fend my ſervices to 
your good mother, and to write myirIf 
your, &c. 
fs LETTER 
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LETTER CXVII.. 
Mr. Pope 10 Mr. Dig by. 


+ | Sept. 1, 1722. 
OcTor Arbuthnot is going to Bath, 
ard will ffay there a fortnight or 
more : perhaps you would be comforted 
to have a ſight of him, whether you need 
him or not. I think him as good a doc- 
tor as any man for one that is ill, and a 
better dodo for one that is well. He 
would do admirably for Mrs. Mary Dig- 
by : the needed only to follow his hints, 
to be in eternal buſineſs and amuſement 
of mind, and even as active as ſhe could 
defire. But indeed I fear ſhe would out- 
walk him; for (as Dean Swift oblerved 
to me the very firit time I ſaw the doctor) 
* He is a man that can do every thing 
& but walk.” His brother, whe is late- 
ly come into England, goes allo 'to the 
Bath; and is a more extraordinary man 
than he, worth your going thither on 
purpoſe to know him. The ſpirit of 
philanthropy, ſo long dead to our world, 
s revived in him: he 1s a philoſopher all 
of fire ; ſo warmly, nay fo wildly in the 
right, that he forces all others about him 
to be fo too, and draws them into his 
own voriex. He is a (tar that looks as 
if it were all fire, but is all benignity, 


all gentle and beneficial influence, If 


there be other men in the world that 
would ferve a friend, yet he is the only 


one, I believe, that could make even an 


enemy ſerve a friend. 

As all human life is chequered and 
mixed with acquiſitions and loſſes (though 
the latter are more certain and jrremedi- 
able, than the former laſting or ſatisfac- 
tory), fo at the time I have gained the 
acquaintance of one worthy man I have 
loſt another, a very eaſy, humane, and 
gentlemanlv neighbour, Mr. Stonor, It 


is certain, the lots of one of this character 


puts. us naturally upon ſetting a greater 
value on, the few that are Jett, though 
the degree of our eſteem may be diffe- 
ent Nothing, favs Seneca, is fo. me- 
Iancholy a circumſtance in human life, o. 
ſo loon reconciles us to the thought of 
our own death, as the reflection and pro- 
ſpe& of one friend after another dropping 
round us | Who would ftard alone, the 
ſole remaining ruin, the lat totrering co- 
luma of all the fabric of friendſhip; once 


Y 


1 


Bock Ill. 


fo large, ſeemingly fo ſtrong, and yet ſo 
ſuddenly lunk and buried ? I am, &c, 


LETTER UA. 
From the ſame to the ſame, 


Have belief enough in the goodneſs 

of your whole family, to think you 
will all be pleaſed that I am arrived in 
ſafety at Twickenham ; though it is a 
ſort of earneſt that you will be troubled 
again with me, at Sherburne or Coleſ- 
bill; for however I may like one of your 
places, it may be in that, as in liking one 
of your . when one ſees the reſt, 
one likes them all. Pray make my ſer- 
vices acceptable to them; I wiſh them 
all the happineſs they may want, and the 
continuance of all the happineſs they 
have : and I take the latter to comprize 
a great deal more than the former. I 
mutt ſeparate Lady Scudamore from you, 
as, I fear, ſhe will do herſelf betore this 
jetter reaches you; ſo I wiſh her a good 
journey, and I hope one day. to try it the 
lives as well as you do; though I much 
queſtion if ſhe can live as quietly ; I ſuſ- 
peR the bells will be ringing on her ar- 
rival, and on her own and Miſs Scuda- 
more's birth-days, and that all the cler- 
gy in the country come to pay reſpetts ; 
both the clerzy and heir bells expecting 
from her, and from the young lady, fur- 


ther buſineſs and further employment, 


Beſides all this, there dwells on the one 
hide of her the Lord Conningſby, and on 
the other Mr. W—. Yet 1 thall, when 
the days and the years come about, ad- 
venture upoh all this for her lake. 

beg my Lord Digby to think mea 
better man than to content myſelf with 
thanking him in the common way, Lam, 
in as fincere a ſenſe of the word, his ſer- 
varit, as you are his ſun, or be your 
tather. 

1 muſt in my turn inſiſt upon hearing 
how my laft tellow-travellers got home 
from Clarendon, and detire Mr, Philips 
to remeinber ine in his cyder, and to tell 
Mr W — that I an dead and buried. 

1 with the young ladies, whom [ al- 


muit rechbed of thew good name, a better 


name in return (even that very name {0 
each ot theu, which they hall like bell, 
fo the lake of the man that bears it). 
Loui, &c. a ; 


LETTER 


Sect. I. 


ER CA; 


From the ſame to the ſame. 
1722, 


a N making a Cort of apology tor 


your not writing, is a very gentee 
reprovt to me. I know 1 was to blame, 


but 1 know el did not intend to be fo, and 


(what is the happieſt knowledge in the 
worla) I know you will forgive me: for 
ture nothing is more Tarisfaftory than to 
be certain of fuch a friend as will over- 
look ove's tailings, ſince every ſuch in- 
ſtance is a conviction of his kindaels. 

It J am all my life to dwell in inten- 


. tions, and never to riſe to actions, I have 


but too much need of that genile diſpoſi- 
ton which 1 experience in your | 
hope better thiags of myſelf, and fully 
purpole to make you a viſt this ſummer 
at Sherburne, I am told you are all up- 
on removal very ſpeedily, and that Mrs: 
Mary Digby talks, in u letter to Lady 
dcuda mort, of freeing my Lord Bathwift's 
wood in her way. How much I with to 
be her guide through that enchanted fo- 
reit, is not to be expreſt: 1 look upon 
myicif as ine magician appropriated to 
the place, without whom no mortal can 
penetiate into the receſſes of thoſe ſacred 
thides. I could pals whole days in only 
delcriting to her the future, and as yet 
vinonaty beauties, that are to riſe ia 
moe ſcenes ; the palace that is to be 
but, the pavilions that are to glitter, 
the colonades that are to adorn them: 
ray more, the meeting of the Thames 
and the Severn, which (when the noble 
owner has finer dieams than ordinary} 
are o be led into each other's e:nbraces 
through ſecret _ caverns of not above 
twelve or hiteen miles, till they rite and 
cclebrate their marriage in the midſt of 
an immenſe amphitheatte, watch is to 
be the admiration of poſterity a hundred 
years hence. But till the deſtined tine 
neh arrive that is to manifeſt theſe won- 
ders, Mis. Drgby muſt content herſelf 
with leeing what is at preſent no more 
thin the ſineſt wood in England. 

The objects that attract this, part of 
the world, are of a quite different na- 
tire. Women of quality are all turned 
tollowers of the camp in Hyde park this 
year, whither all the town 1etort to mag- 
munen entertainments given by the off 
ceis, Ke. The Scythian ladies that 


* 
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dwelt in the waggons of war, were got 
more cloſely attached to the luggage. 
The matrons, like thoſe of Sparta, at- 


tend their ſons to the field, to be wit-- 


neſſis of their glorious deeds; and the 
maidens, with all their charms diſplayed, 
provoke the ſpi:it of the faldicrs: tea 
and coffee ſupply the p'ace of Lacede- 
monian black broth. This camp ſeems 
crown-d with perpetual vitory, for every 
ſun that riſes in the thunder of cannon, 
lets in the muſic of violins. Nothing 
is yet wanting but the conſtant preſcncs 
of the. princeſs, to repreſent tne mater 
exercitus. 


At Twickenham the world goes other. 


wiſe, There are ce:tain ol people who 
take up all my time, and will hardly al- 
low me to keep any other company, 
They were introduced here by a man of 
their own fort, who has made me per- 


fectly rude to all contemporari-s, and, 


will not ſo much as ſuff-r me to look up- 
on them. The perſon 1 complain of is 
the biſhop of Rocheſter. Vet he allows 
me (trom ſomething he has heard of 
your character, and that of your family, 
as if you were of the old ſet of moral- 
iſts) to write three or four ſides of paper 
to you, and to tell you (what theſ? ſort 
of people never tell but with truth and 
religious fincerity) that I am, and ever 
will be your, &c. 


LETTER: cut. 


From the ſame to the ſame. 


TH. ſame reaſon that hindered youe 

writing, hiadered mine; the pleaſing 
expectation to fee you ia town. Indeed, 
fince the willing confinement I have lain 
under here wita my mother (whom it is 
natural and reaſonable I ſhould rejoice 
with as well as grieve), I could the better 
bear your abſence from London, for I 


could hardly have ſcen you there; and it 


would not have been quite 1ealonable to 
have drawn you to a. ſick room hither 
from the firſt embraces of your friends, 
My mother is now (I thank God) won- 
de: fully recovered, though not ſo much 
as yet to ventute out of her chamber, 


but enough to enjoy a few particular 
friends, when they have the good nature 


to look upon her. I may recommend to 
you the room we fit in, upon one (and 


that 2 favourite) account, that it is the 


XxX very 
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Very warmeſt in the houſe ; we and our 
fires will equally ſmile upon your face. 

Perſian proverb that ſays (I 
think very prettily), „The converſa- 
« tion of a friend brightens the eyes.” 
This [ take to be a fplerdour ſtill more 


agreeable than. the fires you fo delight- 


fully deſcribe. 

That you may long enjoy your own 
fire ſide in the metaphorical ſenſe, that 
is, all thoſe of your family who make it 
pleaſing to fit and ſpend whole wintry 
months together {a far more rational de- 
I&br, and better felt by an honeſt heart, 
than. all the. glaring entertainments, nu- 
merous lights, and, falſe ſplendours, of an 
aſſembly of empty heads, aching hearts, 
and falſe faces). This is my fincere with 
to vou and yours. t 
You ſay you propoſe much pleaſure in 
ſceing ſome rew faces about town of my 
acquaintance. I gueſs you mean Mrs. 
Howard's and Mrs. Blount's. And I 
aſſure yeu, you ovght- to take as much 
pleaſure in their hearts, if they are what 
they ſometimes expreſs with regard to 
you. 

Believe me, dear Sir, to you all a very 


faithful ſervant. | 


LETTER CXXI 
Ar. Dighy to Mr. Pope. 


Sherburne, Aug. 14, 1723. 
CANNOT return from fo agreeable an 
entertainment as youis in the coun- 
try, without acknowledging it. I thank 


vou heartily for the new ap:ecable idea of 


life you there pave me; it will remain 
long with me, for it is very ſtrongly im- 
prefſed upon my imagination, I reprat 
the memory of it often, aud ſhall value 
that faculty of the mind now more than 
ever, for the power it gives me of being 
entertained in your villa, when abſent 
from it. As you are poſſeſſed of all the 
pleaſures of the country, and, as I think, 


of a right mind, what can I wiſh you bur 


health to erjoy them? This 1 fo heartily 
do, that 1 fhould he even glad io hear 
your good old mother might lote all her 
preſent pleaſures in her unwearied care 
of you, by vour heiter health convincing 
them it is unnec*flary. 

Jam trovbled, and ſhall be ſo, till 
J hear you have received this letter; for 
vou gave me the gieateſt pleaſure ima- 
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ſme of that belief. 
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ginable in yours, and I am impatient to 
acknowledge it. If 1 anyways deſerve 
that friendly warmth. and affection with 
which vou write, it is, that I have a heat 


full of love and efteem for you: ſo uvly, 


that I ſhould loſe the greateſt pleaſure of 
my lite if 1 loſt your good opmion; It 
rejoices me very much to be reckoned 
by you in the claſs of honeſt men:; fer 
though I am not troubled over much 
about the opinion molt may have of me, 
yet, 1 own, it would grieve me not to be 
thought well of by you and ſome few 
otheis, I will not doubt my own 
ſtrength, yet I have this further ſecuriy 
to maintain my integrity, that I cannot 
part with that, without foifeiting your 
eſteem with it. 

Perpetual diſorder and ill health have 
for ſome years ſo diſguiſed me, that I 
ſometimes tear I do not to my beſt friends 
enough appear what 1 really am. Sick- 
reſs is a great oppreſſor ; it does great 
injury to a zealous heart, ſtifling its 
warmth, and not ſuffering it to break out 
into action. But, 1 hope, I ſhall not 
make this complaint much longer. 1 
haye other hopes that pleaſe me too, 


© though not ſo. well grounded; theſe are, 


that you may yet make a jow ney welt- 
ward with Lord Bathurſt; but of the po- 
babiliry of this I do not venture to reaſon, 
becauſe I would not part with the plea 
It - grieves me to 
think how far I am removed from you, 
and from that excellent Lord, whom! 
love ! indeed 1 remember him, as ove 
that has made kckneſs eaſy to me, by 
bearing with my infirmities in the lane 
manner that you have always done. | 
of en too contider him in other lights 
that make him valuable to me, With 
him, I know not by what connection, 
you never fail to come into my mind, 5 
if you were in{-parable. I have, as you 
gueis, mary philoſophical reverizs in the 
ſhades of Sir Walter Raleigh, of which 
you ate a great part. You generally eu- 
ter there with me, and like a good ge- 
nios, applaud and fitengthen all my ken- 
tuncnts that have honour in them. This 
good office, which you have often dare 
me unknowingly, I mult acknowledge 
now, that wy own breaſt may not fe. 


proach me with ingratitude, and di- 


quiet me when I would muſe again in 
that folemn ſcene. I have not room nov 
leit to alk you many queltians 1 intended 
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about the Odyſſey. I beg I may know 
how tar you have carried Ulyffes on his 
journey, and how you have been enter- 
tained with him on the way? I detire 1 
may hear of your health, of Mrs: Pope's, 
and of eveiy thing elſe that belongs to 
ou. 

How thrive your garden plants? how 
l»ok the trees? how ſpring the bro: ch 
ard the ferochio ? hari names to ſpell ! 
how did the poppies bloom? and how !s$ 
the gfeat room approved ? what j-arties 
have you had of pleaſure? What in the 
grotto? what upon the Thames? 1 


would know how all your hours pats, all. 


you lay, and all 0a do; of Which 1 


thould quettion you yet farther, but my 


paper is full and ſpares you. My brother 
Ned is wholly yours, and ſo my father 
deſi es to be, and every ſoul here whoſe 
name is Digby, © My filter will de yours 
in particular. What can 1 add more? 
| am, &c, 


LETTER CXXIII. 
Mr. Pope to Mr. Digby. 


October 10. 

Was upon the pornt of taking a much 

greater journey than to Bermudas, 
even 10 that undiſcovered country, from 
whoſe bourn no traveller returns ! 

A fever carried me on the bigh gallop 
towards it for fix or ſcven days—but here 
you have me now, and that is all I mall 
ſiy of it; Gnce which time an impesti— 
nent lameneſs kept me at home twice as 
long; as if fate ſhould ſay (after the 
other dangerous illneſs), “ You fha!l 
neither go into the other world, nor 
any where you like in this.“ Ele 
why knows but 1 had been at Hom-lacy ? 

| conſpiie in your: ſentinents, emwlate 
your pleaſures, wiſh. for your co pany. 
ou are all of one heart and one foul, 
as was ſaid of the primitive Chriſtians ; 
't 's like the kingdom of the juſt upon 
earth; not a wicked wrerch to interrupt 
von, but a ſct of tried EXP? rienced friends 
and fellow-comforters, who have {een 
evil men aud evil days; and have by a 
ſuperior red itude of heart ſet vaurſeives 
above them, and reap your reward, Why 
wil you ever, of your own accord, end 
fuch I millennary year in London? trauſ- 
migrate (if J may fo call it) into other 
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dlestures, in that ſcene of ſolly militant, 


E R 


23 
when you may reign for erer at Ham- 
lacy in ſenſe and reafon triumphant ? 1 
appeal to a third lady in yout family, 
whom 1 take to be the molt innocent, 
and the leatt warped by idle faſhion and 
cuſtom of you all; I appeal to her, if 
you are not every foul of you better peo- 
ple, better compamons, ard happier, 
where you are? 1 defire her opinion un- 
Ger her hand in your next letter, l mean 
Miss Scudamore's “. I am confident, if 
the would or durſt fpexk her fente, and 
employ that . reafoning which God has 
given her, to infuſe more thoughttulneſs 
wto you all ; thoſe arguments could not 
tail to put you to the bluſh, and keep you 
out ot town, like people tenfible of your 
own felicties. I am vot without hopes, 
it (he can detain a parhament man and 
a l:dy of quality from the world one 
winter, that I may \come upon you with 
ſuch 1refiltible arguments another year, 
as may cariy you all with me to Bermu- 
das r, the feat of all carthly hay pinets, 
and the new Jervu/alem of the righteous, 

Do not talk of the decay of the year, 
the fraſon is good wheie the people are 
ſo : it is the beſt ſime of the year for a 
painter ; there is more variety of culours 
in the leaves, the proſpects begin to 
open, through the thinner woods, over 
the vallies; and through the high cano- 
pies of tiers to the higher arch of heaven ; 
the dews of the morning 1mpearl every 
thoro, and ſcatter diamonds on the ver- 
dant martle of the eaith; the frofts 
are freſh and wholeſome: what would 
you have? the moon ſhines too, though 
not for lovers theſe cold nights, but for 
aſtronomers. i 

Have ye not reflecting teleſcopes 1, 
whereby ye may innocently magnify her 
ſpots. and blemiſhes,? Content yourſelves 
with them, and do not come to a place 
where your own eyes become f eſſecting 


teleſcopes, and where thoſe of all others 


are equally ſuch upon their neighbours, 
Stay you at leaft (for what I have faid 
before relates ofily' to the ladies: do 
not imagine I will write about any eyes 


* Aſterwaris Ducheſs of Beaufort, at this 
time very voung. | 

+ About th's time the Rev. Dean Berkley 
conceived his project of eretting a ſettlement 
in Bermudas for the propagation of the Chtiſ- 
tian faith, and introduction of ſciences into 
America. 

t Theſe inſtruments were juſt then 
brought to perieQtion, | | 

but 
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but theirs) ; ftay, I fay, from that idle, 
buſy-looking ſanhedrim, where wifdom or 
no wiſdom is the eternal debate, not (as 
it lately was in Heland) an accidental 
one. | 
If, after all, you will deſpiſe good ad- 
vice, and :&folve to come to London, 
here you will find me, doing jult the 
things I thould not, living where 1 Hold 
not. and as waildly, as idle, in a word 
as much an Agii-Bemudaniſt as a. y bo- 
dy, Dear Sir, make the ladies Ko 
I am their ſervant; you know 1 am 
yours, &c. 


LETTER CXXIV., 
Mr. Pote to Mr. Dt. by. 


Avg. + 
Have been above a month ttrvliing 
about in Bvckir ghamfhire and Ox- 
fo dſhne, trem garden to ga gen, but 
ſtill returning to Lord Cobnam's with 
freſh fatisfaction. 
ſee ny Lady Scudamore's till it has had 
the fu l advantage of Lid B's prove- 
ments; and ther 1 will expect fomerbing 
like the waters of Riſkins, ad the woods 
of Oakley together, which (without flat- 
fey) would he at Jeaſt as guod as ary 
thing in our world : for as to the harg- 
ing vardeus of Babylon, the paradiſe of 
Cyrus, and the Sharawargi's of China, 
J nave little or vo ideas of them; but, 1 
dire fav, Lid B— has, becauſe they 
wer certainly both very preat and very 
wiid. I hope Mrs May Digby is quite 
tired of his Lo1d{hiy's extravagante ber- 
gerie: an thar ſhe is jb now Geting, Or 
rat d neliving on a bank, tailigued with 
over-wuch dancing and fingig at bis un— 
wearied requeſt and mftigation. 1 know 
vour love of eaſe ſo well, that you might 
be in danger cf being too quiet to enjoy 
q and too phifof phical to be a phi- 
loſopher, were it not for the ferment 
Lord B— weil, put you into 
Lordſh.p's maxims is, that a total abih- 
nence frem intemperance or buſineſs, is 
no more philolophy, thau a total confſo- 
piation of the ſenſ's is repoſe; one mult 
feel erough of 1's contrary to have a te- 
liſh ot either. But, after Gl], let your 
t:mper work, and he as ſedate. and con- 
templative as you. will, I wiil engage you 
ſhall be fit for avy of us, when you come 


to town in the winter, Folly will laugh 


} 


ELEGANT EPISTLES. 


I ſhould be torry to 


One of his 


Book III. 


you into all the cuſtoms of the company 
here; nothing will be able to prevent 
your converſion to her, but indi{poſition, 
which I hope will be far from you. ] 
am telling the wortit that can come of 
you ; fer as to vice, you are lafe ; but 
folly is many an honeſt man's, nay eve.) 
good humoured man's lot: nay, it is the 
ſeaſoning of life; and fools (in one ſenſe) 
are the ſalt of the caith ; a little is exce]- 
lent, though indeed a whole mouthful is 
juttly called the devil. 

So mucty for your diverſions next win- 
ter, and for mine. I envy you much 
more at preſent, than I ſhall then : for if 
th: re be on earth an image of Paradile, 
it is in ſuch perfect union and ſociety as 
you al pofſ-fs. I would have my inno- 
cent envies and withcs of your . ſtate 
known to you all; whick is far better 
than making you compliments, for it is 
inward approbation and cderm. My Lord 
D:ghy his in me a fircere" ſervant, or 
would have, were there any occaſion for 
me to, manifeſt it. 


LETTER cxxv. 


From the ſame to the ſame. 


Dec. 28, 1924. 
T is now the ſeaſon to wiſh you à good 
end of one year, and a happy begin- 

ning of another: but both thele you kaow 

how to make yourſe f, by only continu- 


ing ſuch a life as you have been long ac- 


cuſtomed to lead. As tor good works, 
they are things I dare not name, either 
to thaſe that do them, or to thole that 
do them nes; the firſt are tao modeft, 
and the latter too ſelfiſh, to bear the. 
mention of what are become either too 


old faſhioned, or too private, to conſti- 


tute any part of the vavity or reputation 
of the preſent age, However, it were to 
be wiſhed people would now. and then 
look upon good works as they do upon 
old wardrohes, merely in caſe ary 0 
them ſhould by chance come intc fa- 
ſhi-n agam; as ancient fardingales revive 
in modern hooped petiicoats (which may 
be properly compare to charities, as the) 
cover a muluiude of ſins). ; 

They tell me, that at Coleſhill certain 
antiquated charities, ard obſolete devo- 
tions, are yet ſubiiſting ; that a thing 
called chriſtian cheerfulneſs (not incom- 
patible with chrittmas pyes and plum- 

' broth), 


A , 


ell. 1. 
broth), whereof frequent is the mention 
in old ſermons and almanacks, is really 
kept alive and in praclice: that feeding 
the hungry, and giving alms to the poor, 
do yet make a part of good houſe-keep- 
ing, in a latitude not more remote from 
London than fourſcore miles: and laſtly, 
that prayers and roatt beef actually make 
ſore people as happy as a whore and a 
botile, But here in town, I aſſure you, 
men, women, and childrea have done 
with theſe things. Charity not only 
begins, but ends, at home. Inftead of 
the four cardinal virtues, now reign four 
courtly ones: we have cunning” for pru- 
dence, rapine for juſtice, tune-(ervirg 


for tortitude, and luxury tor temperance. 


Whatever you - may fancy where you live 
in a fate of ignorance, and lee nothing 
but. quiet, religion, and good-humou, 
the caſe is juſt as I tell you where people 
unde: ftand the world, ard know how tv 
live with credit and glory. 

I wiſh that Heaven would open the 
eyes of men, and make them fenhblz: 
which of theſe is right; whether, upon a 
due convittion, we are to quit faction, 
ard gaming, and high feeding, and all 
manrer of luxury, and to take to your 
country way ? or you to leave prayers, 
ard almſgiving, and reading, and exer- 
cile, and come into our meaſures ? I with 
(1 (ay) that this maiter were as clear to 
all men, as it is to your affectionate, &c, 


LETTER CXXVL 


From the ſame to the ſame. 


Dear Six, Apiil 21, 1726. 

Have a great inclination to write to 
* you, though I cannot by writino, any 
more than I could by words, ex teſs what 
part | hear in your, ſufferings. Nature 
and+ elleem in vou are joined, to ag- 
pravire your afflifiion ; the latte I have 
na degree equal ven to yews, and a 
nue of friendſhip approaches near to the 
tender-els of nature: yet, God knows, 
no man living is leſs fit to comtort you, 
*$ n0 man is mcre deeply fenfible than 


n.y{cIf of the greatneſs uf the loſs. That 


very virtue which ſecures his preſent ſtate 
from all the ſo rows incident to owns, 
does but agg andiſe our ſentation of its 
being removed from our fight, from our 
affe Sion, and from our KoOtation ; for 


_ the trendthip and ſociety cf good men 


does not only make vs happier, but it 


M O b E R = 


makes us better. Their death does but 
complete their felicity before our on, 
who probably ars not yet arrived to that 
degree of perfection which merits an im- 
mediate reward, That your dear bro- 
ther and my dear friend was fo, I take 
his very removal to be a proof; Provi- 
dence would certainly lend vituous men 
to a world that fo much wants them, as 
long as. in its juhice to them it could ipare 
tnem to us. 
whe have meant well, and have acted well 
to that meaning! and, I doubt not, if 
this prayer be granted, I ſhall be with him. 


Let us preſerve his memory in the way he 


would beſt like, by recollecting what his 
behaviour would have been, in every in- 
cident of our lives to come, and doing in 


each juſt as we think he would have 
done; ſo we ſhall have him always before. 


our eyes, and in our minds, and (what 
is more) in our lives and manners. I 


hope when we ſhall mret him next, we 


ſnall be more of -a piece with him, 
and conſequently not to be evermore 
ſeparated trom him. I will add but 
one word that relates to what remains of 
yourſelf and me, fince fo valued a pait 
of us is gone; it is to beg you to accept, 
as yours by inhe-ita: ce, of the vacancy 
he has leſt in a heat, which (While he 


could fil it with ſuch hopes, withes, 


and affections tor him as ſuited a mortal 
creature) was iruly and warmby his; and 
ſhalt (I aſfure you 1» the fincerity of 
ſorrow for imy own lois) be faithtully at 
your ſervice while 1 continue to love his 
memory, that is, white I continue to be 
mylclf. 


* 


LE'TEFER U 


The Biſhop of Rocbeſter ( Dr. Atterbury) 


to Mr. Pope. 


| Dec, 1716. 
IKrruen your preface “, which I have 

1eal twice with pleaſire, The mo- 
deity and good ſenſe there is in it, muſt 
pleaſe eve y one that reads it: and ſince 
there is nothing tnat can off:nd, I ſee not 
why you ſhould balance a moment about 


printing it—al ways provided, that there 


is nothing {aid there which you may have 
occation to unſay hereafter; of which 
you yourlelf are the beſt and the only 

* The general preface to Mr. Pope's 


pot ms, hilt printed 1917, the year aftet- the 
date ol this letter. 


May my foul be with thoſe 
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give, becauſe you aik it: and which | 
would not give, thevgh aſke'!, bat to a 
man I value as much as I dy you; being 
{ble how imprope: it is, on many ac- 
connts, for me to interpoſe in things of 
this nature 5 which 1 never underfioud 
well, and now underftand omewhat leſs 
than ever I did, But I can deny you no- 


thing: elp cially fince you have had the 


goodneſs often, and parently, to hear 
what I have ſaid againſt ihyme, and in 
behalf of blank verte; with Hntle ditcre- 
ton, perhaps, but, I am ſure, without 
he leatt prejudice ; being my elf equally 
incapable of writing well in eicher 0? thole 
ways, and leaning therefure to neither 
6d: of the queſlion, hut as the appearance 
ef reaſon inclines me: Forgive me this 
error, if it be one; an error of above 
chiriy years ſtanding, and which there- 
farce I (hall be very loth to part with. In 
ether matters which relate to polite wet- 
mg, I ſhall ſeldom >#-r from you: or, 
it 1 do, ſhall, I hope, have the prudepce 
to conceal my opinion. I am as much as 
F evght to be, that is, as much as any 
man can be, your, &c. 


LETTER exxvin. 
Tee Biſhop of Rocheſter to Mr. Pope. 


Feb, 18, 1717. 

1 HoPED to find you Ii night at Lord 

Bathurlt's, and came but a few mi- 
yntes after you had left him. I brought 
Corbodue * withmez and Dr. Arbuthnot 
er Hing me he ſhould ſee you, I deponted 
the book in his hands: out of which, I 
think, my Lord Bathorſt got it before 
we parted, and from him therefore vou 
are to claim it. If Gorbotuc ſhould il] 
mils his way to you, others ure to anſwer 
for tt; 
Fam not forry your Alcander t 1s burnt ; 
kad I kiown your interitions, I would 
have interceded for the firli page, and 
put it, with your leave, among my cu- 
r ofities. In truth, it is the only inflance 
of that kind I ever met with, from a 


perſon good for any thing elſe, nay tor 


A trapedy, written in the re pn of Ed- 
ward the ſixth {and much th- beit prrform- 
auce of that age) by Sackviile, afterwards 
Earl of Dorſet, and Lord Treaſurer to Queen 
l 22beth. 3 

+ As hero;c poem writ at 1g years old. 


ELEGANT EPISTLES. 


_ dpe. This is my ſincere opinion, which 


1 have delivered up my truſt.“ 


| Book Ill. 


every thing elſe to which he is pleaſed to 
turn himtelf. | We 
Depend upon. it, 1 ſhall (oe you with 
great pleaſure at Bromley ; and there is 
no vequelt- you can make to me, thai [ 
ſhall! not moſt readily comply with. J 
wiſh you health and happinels of al! forts, 


and would be glad ro be inſtrumental ig 


any degree towards helping you to the 
leaſt ſhare of either. I am always, every 
wheie, moſt aff:Qionately and taithfully 
your, &c. 


LETTER CXXIX, 


From the fame to the ſame. 


Broml-y, Nov. 8, 1717, 
Have nothing to ſay to you on that 
melancholy ſubject, with an account 

of which the printed papers have fur. 

ed me, but what you have already fail 
to yourſelf. 

When you have paid the debt of ten- 
derneis you owe to the memory of a fa- 
ther, I doubt not but you will turn your 
thoughts towards improving that accident 


to your own eaſe and happineſs. Von 


have it now in your power to purſue that 
method of thinking and living which 
you like beſt. Give me leave, if 1 an 
not a little too early in my applications 
of this kind, to congratulate you upon it; 
and to aſſure you, that there is no man 
living who wiſhes you better, or would 
be more pleaſed o contribute any Ways 
to your ſatisfaction or ſervice. 

I return you your Mitton, which, upon 
collation, I find to be reviſed, and aug- 
mented, in (everal places, as the title 
page of- my third edition pretends it to 
be. When I fee you next, I will ſhew 
you the ſeveral paſſages altered, and add- 
ed by the author, beſide what you men- 
tioned to n.e. 

I preteſt to you, this laſt peruſal of 
him has given me ſuch new degrees, | 
will not ſay of pleaſure, but of admira- 
tion and attoniſhment, that I look upon 
the ſublimity ef Homer, and the maj:ily 
of Vireil, with ſomewhat leſs reverence 
than I uſed to do, I challenge you, with 


all your parttality, to ſhew me im the firlt 
of theſe any thing equal to the allegory 
of ſin and death, either as to the great- 
neſs and juſtneſs of the invention, or the 
height zud beauty of the colouting. 
What Llooked upon as a rant of Ba], 

I row 


* 


- 


Sea. I. 


Ivo begin to think a ſerious truth, and 
could almoſt venture to {ct my hand to it. 
Hee guicungue legit, tantum cecrniſſe putabit 
MAœcniden Rauat, Vi gilium Calices. 
Nut more of this when we meet. When 
Heft the town the Duke of Buckiugham 
continued fo ill that he received no met- 
daes; oblige me fo far as to let me 
Low how he does; at the ſame time I 
mall know how you do, and that will be 
2 double ſatisfaction: to your, &c, | 


LETTER CXXX. 
Mr. Pepe to the Biſbap of Rocheſter. 


My Loap, Nov. 20, 1717. 
J AM truly obliged by your kind con- 

dolonc? on my father's. death, and the 
de fire you expreſs that I ſhould inprove 
this incident to my advantage. I know 
your Lordihip's friendſhip 10 me is lo ex- 
tenfive, that you include iu that wiſh both 
my ſpiritual and my temporal advantage z 
and it is what I owe to that licudiaip, to 
open my mind unteſervedly to you on this 
bead. It is tive I have loſt a parent for 
whom no. gains I could make wobl be 
any equivalent. But that was got my 


only tie : J thank God another tilt re- 


mains (and long may it remaws) of the 
{ime tender nature 3 Genitrix e mii 
and excuſe me if I fay Wich Eu yalus, 

Nequeam lac ymas per ferre pa entis, 
A rigid divine may call it a carnal tie, 
hut twig it is 4 virtuous one :; at leaſt I am 
more certain that it is a duty uf natuwie to 
preſe,ve a good parent's life amt happi- 
nels, than I am of avy {yeculative point 
Whatever. ; 

Igneram h, jut gredeunnque pe: icli 

Mac ege, nunc, linguam ? | . 

Fo ſhe, my Lord, would think this ſe- 
paation more grievous than any other, 
and J, for my part, know as little as 
pour Euryalus did, of the ſucceſs of uch 
an adventure (tor an atdv-1twie it is, and 
Oo mall one, in {;ite of th: moſt pontive 
tvimty). Whether the charge would 
ne to my flaritual advantage, God only 
kose: 
n the veligion 1 now profeſs, as I can 
P itbly ever do Tr another. Can Aman 
ho thinks ſo, juitity a change, even if 
32 thodght both equally vo0d ? to ſuch 
#" one, the part of joining with any ove 
wa 05 Sunüllians might perhazs be caly, 


MODE R N. 


this T know, that I mean a well 


327 
but I think it would got be ſo, to rercuncte 
the other. | 


Your Lordſhip has formerly adviſed 


me to iead the beſt controverties between 
the churches. Shall I tell you a fecret ? 
I did fo at fourteen years old (tor £ loved 
reading, and my father had no ether 
books); there was a collection of all thax 
had been wrüten on both ſides in the 
reign of king James the {.cond: I Warn- 
ed my head with them, and the con 
quences was, that 1 found mvic!t a vapit 
and a proteſtant by turns, according ts 
the laſt book I read. 1 am afraid matt 
ſeekers are in the ſame caſe, and when 
they (top, they are not ſo properly con- 
verted, as outwitted. You ſre how little 
glory you would gain by my converſion, 
And after all, I verily believe your 
Lordſhip and I are both of the ſame reli. 
gion, it we were thoroughly underitood 
by one another, and that al! honeſt and 
reaionable chriſtians would be fo, if they 
chd hut talk erough together every dav ; 
and had nothing to do together, but 1s 
ſerve God, and live in peace with their 


nerghbour, 


As to the temporal ſide of the queſtios, 


I can have no diſpute with you; it 346,68 

tan, all the beneficial circumfiantes of 
life, and a!l the ſhining ones, lie on the 
part you would invite me to. But if L. 
could bring myſelf to fancy, what 1 think 
you do but fangy, that I have any taleny 
tor active lite, I want health for it; aud 
beides, it is a real truth, I have leſs u- 
clination (it poſſible) than ability. Can- 
templative hte is „ot only my ſcene, but 
it is my habit oo. 1 began my bhfe 
where moſt people end theirs, with a dis- 
relith of all that the world calls ambitions 
I do not know why it is called fo, for @ 
me it always ſcemed to be rather flooprng 
than climbing. I will tell you my poluic 
and 1-j1-10us fentumnents in & few words. 
In my politics, I think no further chan 
how to preſerve the peace of my lite, in 
any government under which 1 Ive; wor 
in my 1eli,ion, than to preierve the peare 
of. my conſcience, in any church wb 
hic I Ct) nMunicate. 1 hope all churches 
and all governinents are 10 far of Gad, 
as they are 1ghly unde: Rood, and gta 
admintt-red: and where they ate, oa 
may be wrong, 1 lcave'nt to Gad alone 
to mend or reform them; which whea- 
ever he does, it muſt he by greater in- 


' icumcars than Lam. I am et a pazalt, 
| 10 
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for I renounce the temporal invaſions of 


the papal power, and deteſt their arrogat- 


ed authority over princes aud ſtates. I 
am a catholic in the #r1Qeſt fente of the 
word. If I was born under an abſolute 
prince, I would be a quiet) ſubject; but 

I thank God I was not. I have a due 
ſenſe of the excellence of the B itiſh con- 
ſtitution., Ina word, the things 1 have 
always wiſhed to ſee are not a Roman ca- 
tholic, or a French catholic, o a Spa- 
niſh catholic, but a true caiholic ; and 
not a king of Whigs, or a king of torics, 
but a king of England, Which God of 
his mercy grant his preſent Majeſty may 
be, and all future majelties. You fee, 
my Lord, I end like a preacher: this is 
Sermo ad Clerum, not ad Populum. Be- 
lieve me, with infinite obligation and fin- 
cere thanks, ever your, &c. 


LETTER CXXXL. 


Mr. Pope to the Biſbop of Rocheſter. 


f Sept. 23, 1720. 

I Hors you have ſome time ago re- 

ceived the ſulphur, and the two vo- 
lumes of Mr. Gay, as inſtances (how 
ſmall ones ſocver) that I with you both 
health and diverton. What I now ſend 
for your peruſal, I ſhall ſay nothing of; 
not to foreſtall by a ſingle word what you 
. promiſed to ſay upon that ſubject. Your 
Lordſhip may criticiſe from Virgil 10 
theſe Tales ; as Solomon wrote of every 
thing from the cedar to the hyſſop. 1 
have ſome cauſe, ſince I laſt waited on 
you at Bromley, to look upon you as a 
prophet in that retreat, from whom ora- 
cles were to be had, were mankind wiſe 
enough. to go thither to corfult you: 
the fate of the South-Sea ſcheme has, 
much ſooner than J expected, verified 
what you told me. Moſt people thought 
the time would come, but no man pre- 
pared for it; no man confidered it would 
come like a thief in the night, exactly as 
it happens in the cale of our death. Me- 
thinks God has puniſhed the avaricious, 
as he often puniſhes ſinners, in their own 
way, in the very tin itſelf; the thirſt of 
gain was their crime, that thirſt conti- 
nued became their puniſhment and tuin. 
As for the cw who have the good fortune 
to remain with half of what they ima- 
gined they had (among whom is your 
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humble ſervant), I would have them (en. 
ſible of their felicity, and convinced of 
the truth of old Heliod's maxim, who, 
after half his eſtate was ſwallowed by 
the Directors of thoſe days, reſoleed that 
half to be oe than the whole. 

Does not the fate of theſe people put 
you iv mind of two paſla-ves, one in Job, 
the other from the Pialmiit ? | 

Men ſhall groan out of the city, and 
hiſs them out of their place. 

They have dreamed out their drean, 
and awakening have faund nothing in 
their hands. 

Indeed the univeiſal poverty, which is 


the conſequence of univerſal avarice, 


and which will fall hardeſt upon the gwit. 
leſs and indufirious part of marking, iz 
truly lamentable. The univerſal deluge 
of the S»uth-Sea, contrary to the old 
deluge, has drowned all except a few 
unrighteous men : but it-is ſome comfort 
to me that I am not one of them, even 
though I were to ſurvive and rule the 
world by it. I am much pleaſed with 
a thought of Dr. Arbuthnor's ; he ſys, 
the government and South-Sea' company 
have only locked up the money ot the 
people, upon conviction of their lunacy 


(as is uſual in the caie of lunatics), and 


inten d io reſtore them as much as may be 
fit fo ſuch people, as fait as they ſhall 
lee them 1etuwin to their tenſes, 

The latter part of y-ur letter does me 
ſo much honour, and ſhews me fo much 
kindneſs, that 1 muſt b th be proud and 
pleaſed in a great degree; but I aſſure 


you, my Lord, much more the laſt than 


the firſt. For 1 certainly know, ani feel, 
from my own heart, which truly reſpc&s 
you, that there mey be a ground for your 
partiality, ore way; bot I find not the 
leaſt ſymptoms in my head, of any fourd- 
ation tor the other. In a word ihe belt 
reaſon I know for my being pleaſed, 1s, 
that you continue your favour towards 
me; the beſt I know for being provid, 
would be, that you might cure me of it; 
for I have found yon to be ſuch a phyfi- 
cian as does not only repair but improve. 
I am. with the tincereſt efteem, ani molt 
grateful acknowledgment, your, &c. 
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LETTER CXXXII. 
The Biſbop of Roc hefter to Mr. Pofe. 


TT HE Al abian Tales, and Mr. Gay's 

bouks, I received not till Monday 
night, together with your letter; for 
which I thank you. I have had a fit of 
the geut upon me ever ſince | returned 
hither from Weſtminſter on Satuidiy 
night lalt ; it has tound its way into my 
hands as well as legs, fo that I have heen 
utterly incapable of writing. This is 
the fiſt letter that I have ventured upon; 
which will be written, I fear, wactlianti- 


bus literis, as Tully fays Tyio's letters, 


were afier his recovery from an illness. 
What L ſaid to you in mine about the 
Monument, was intended only to quick- 
en, not to alarm you. It 1s not worth 
your while to know what I meant by it ; 
but when I ſee yon, you ſhall. I hope 
you may be ar thr Deanery. towards the 
end of Oftober, by wvich tine I think 
of ſettling there tor the wi: ter. What 
do you think of ſome ſuch ſhort in'c:ip- 
tion as this in Latin, which may, in a few 
words, ſay all that is to be ſaid of 


Diyden, and yet nothing more than he 


dle ves? g 
JOHANNI DRYDENO, 


CYI POESIS ANCLICANA 
VIM SVAM AC VENERES DEBET; 


IT SIQVA IN POSTERVM AVGEBRITVR 
| LAVDE, | 


EST ADHVYC DERITVRA 
HUNORIS ERGO r. &. 


To ſhzw you that I am as much in 
earneſt in the affair as you yourſelf, ſome- 


„thing I will ſend you too of this kind 


in Engliſh, If your deſign holds, of 
fixing Dryden's name o ly helow, and 
his Buſto above—may not lines like thele 
be graved juſt under the name? 


This Skeficld rais'd, to Dryd-n'+ aſhes jult, 
Here fix'd his Name, and there his lauiel'd 
Iv, 

What ciſe the Muſe in marble might expreſs, 
Is known already; p aiſe would make him els, 
Or thus— 

More needs not; where acknowledg'd mer ts 

reign, : 
Praiſe is mpeitinent 5 and cen{ure vain. 
This you will take as a proof of my 
7*al ai lzatt, though it be none of my 
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talent in 2 When you hare read 


It over, 1 will forgive you if you ſhould 
not once in your lite-time again think of it. 

Aud now, Sir, for your Arabian Tales, 
Il as 1 have been, almoſt ever fince 
they came to hand, I have read as much 
of them as ever 1 ſhall read while I live. 
Indeed they do not pleaſe my taſte : my 
are writ with ſo romantic an air, and, 
allowing for the difference of eaſtern 
manners, are yet, upon any ſuppolition 
that can be made, ct lo wild and abſurd 
a contrivance (at leaſt to my northern 
underſtanding), that I have not only no 
pleaſure, but no paticnce, in peruſin 
them. They are to me like the 644 
paintings on Indian ſereens, which at fr 
glance may ſurpriſe and pleaſe a little: 
but, when you fix your eye intently upon 
them, they appear fo extravagant, d:(- 
propurtio:.ed, and monſtrous, that they 
give a judicious eye pain, and make 
him ſeek tor relief from ſome other ob- 
WY | 

They way furniſh the mind with ſome 
rew images > but I think the purchaſe is 


mae at too great an expence : for to 


read thoſe two volumes through, liking 
them as little as I do, would be a terrible 
penance, a d' to read them with pleaſure 
would be dangerous on the other fide, 


' becauſe of the infection. will never 


believe, that you have any keen relich of 
them, till 1 find you write worſe than 
you do, which, I dare fay, I never mall. 
Who that Petit Je la Croiſe is, the pre- 
tended author of them, I cannot tell; 
but obſerving how full they. are in the 


de ſcriptions of dreſs, furniture, c. I 


cannot help thinking them the product of 
ſome woman's imagination: and, believe 
me, I would do any thing but break with 
you, rather than be bound to read thein 


over with attention. 


I am ſorry that I was ſo true a prophet 


in reſpect of the South Sea; ſorry, 1 


mean, as far as your loſs is corceri.ed ; 
for in the general I ever was and tif 
am of opinion, that had that project 
taken root and flouriſhed, it would by 
degrees have overturned our conftitution, 
Three or four hundred millions was ſich 
a weight, that whichſoever way it had 
leaned, muſt have borne down all before 
it—But of the dead we muſt ſpeak gently ; 
and therefore, as Mr. Drvden fiys ſome- 
where, Peace be to its manes ! 


Yyy | Let 
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Loet me add one reflection, to make 
you ealy in your ill luck. Had you got 
all that you have loſt beyond what you 
ventured, conſider hat your ſuperfluous 
gains would have ſprung from the tuin 
of ſeveral families that now want necefla- 
ries; a thought, under which a good and 
good-natured man that giew rich by ſuch 
means, could not, I periuade myſelf, be 
perfectly caſy. 
ever your, &c. 


LETTER CXXXII. 


The Biſhop of Rochefler to Mr. Pope. 
Majch 26, 1721. 
Yor are nct yourſelf gladde you are 
well, than I am, eſpecially ſince I 
can plate wylelt with the thought that 
when you loſt your health elſewhere, 
ou recovered it here, May thcic log 
gs never treat vou worſe, nor you 4t any 
time have lets teaſon to be fond of them! 
| I thank you foi the ſieht of you; 
verſes “, and with the treedum of ar ho- 
neil, though perhaps injudicious friend, 
mut I you, that though 1 could like 
ſome ot them, if they weer avy buiy's 
elſe but yous, yet as they are yours, and 
to be owned as ſuch, 1 can 1carce like 
any of them. Not but hat the four 
fun lines are good, eſpecially the ſecond 
couplet ; and ig ht, if followed by tour 


others as good, pive 1repuiation io a 


writer of a leſs enabliſhed fame; but 
from you I expect ſomethiag of a more 
perfect kind, and which the oftner it is 
read, the more it will be a{\mired; When 
you barely exceed other writers, you 
fall much beueath yourſelt: it is your 
misfortune o to write without a wal, 
and 10 be te myted by that means to be 
more careles than youu would othe:wiſe 
be in your compoſures. 
_. Th:$:wvch I could not foi bear ſaying, 
though I have a motion of con{-quence 
ir de Houſe of L.rds to day, and muit 
prepare for it. I am even with you for 
you ill paper; for I write upon worle, 
haviag no other at hand. I wiſh you the 
cor tinuance of your health mott heartily ; 
and am ever your, &c. 2h 
1 have ſent Dr. Arbuthnot the Latin 
MS +. Which 1 could not find when you 


® Fpitaph on Mr. Harcourt. | 
+ Writteo by Huetius, biſhopof Avranches. 
He was a mean realoner z as may be ſecu by 
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Adieu, and believe me, 


Bock III. 
left me; and I am fo angry at the vri- 
ter for his deſign, and his manner of ex- 
ecuting it, that 1 could hardly forbear 
ſending him a line of Virgil along with 
it. The chief reaſoner of that philuſo- 
phic farce is a Gallo Ligur, as he is 


called— what that means in Engliſh or 


French, I cannot ſay—but all he fays, 
is in ſo looſe and ſtippery and trickiſh a 
way of reaſoning, that I could not for- 
bear applying the paſlage of Virgil 10 
Vare Ligur, fruftraque animis elate ſuper bil 


Nequicquam t alt tas tentaſti lubricus arten 


. To be ſerious, I hate to fee a book gravely 


wiiven, and in all the forais of argu- 
mentation, which proves nothing, and 
which ſays nothing; and endeavours only 
to put us into a way of diſtruſting cur own 
faculties, ard doubting whether the marks 
of tiuth and falſehood can in any caſe 
be diftingviſhed from each other. Could 
that bleſſed point be made out (as it is a 
contradiction in tems to lay it can), we 
ſhould then be in the moſt uncomfort- 
able and wretched flat“ in the world; 
and I would in that caſe be glad to ex- 
change my reaſon, with a, dog for his 
inſtinct, to-morrow, | 


LETTER CXXXIV. 
Lord Chancellcr Harcourt to Mr. Pope. 


| December 6, 1722. 

'CANNOT but ſuſpe& myſelf of being 
very unreaſonable in begging you once 
more to review the incloſed. Your friend- 
ſhip draws this trouble on you. I may 
freely own to you, that my tenderneſs 
makes me exceeding hard to be ſatisfied 
with any thing which can be ſaid on ſuch 
an unhappy fubjet. I cauſed the Latin 
Epitaph io be as often altered before | 
could approve of it. ; 
When once your Epitaph is ſet vp, 
there can be no alteration of it, it will 
remain a perpetual monument of your 


a vaſt colleQtion of fanciful and extravagant 
conje ure, which he called a demonitra- 
tion; mixed up with much reading, which 
his triends called lea ning, and delivered (by 
the allowance of all) in good Latin. This 
nut bang received tor what he would give 
it, he compoſed a treatiſe of the weakneſs of 
the human underitanding : 2 poor ſyſtem of 
ſeptic ſm; inte d little other than an zbitract 
from Sextus Empiricus. WARBURTON. 
| frien 
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friendſhip, and, I aſſure myſelf, you will 
ſo ſertle it, that it ſnall be worthy of you. 
doubt whether the word deny d, in the 
third line, will juſtly admit of that con- 
trution, which it ought to bear (viz.) 
renounced, delerted, &c. deny'd is capa- 
ble, in my opinion, of hiving an ill ſenſe 
put upon it, as too great uneaſineſs, or 
more good nature, than a wile man 
ought to have, I very well remeinber 
you told me, you could ſcarce mend 
| thoſe two lines, and therefore I can ſcarce 
expect your forgiveneſs for my deſiring 
you to reconſider them. | 
Harcourt ſtands dumb, and Pope is furc'd to 

(peak, | 
I cannot perfectly, at leaſt without fur 
ther diſcourling you, reconcile myſelf to 
the firſt part of that line; and the word 
farc'd (which was my own, and, I per- 
luade myſelf, for that reaſon only ſub- 
mitted to by you) ſeems to carry too 
doubtful a conſtruftion for an Epitaph, 
which, as I appich-nd, ought as eanly to 
be underſtood as read. I ſhall acknowledge 
it as a very particular tavour, if at your 
beſt leiſufe you will peruſe the incloſed, 
and vary it, if you think it capable of be- 
ing amended, and let me fee you any 
morning next week, I am, &c. 


Fee 


The Biſhop of Rechefler to Mr. Pope. 


Sept. 27, 1721. 

I Au now confined to my bed chamber, 

and to the matted room, wherein I 
am writing, ſeldom venturing to be car- 
. ried down even into the parlour to din- 
ner, unleſs when company to whom I 
cannot excuſe myſelf, comes, which I am 
not ill-pleaſed to find is now very ſeldom. 
This is my caſe in the ſunny part of the 
year: what muſt I expett, when 


inder um centriſtat Aquarius annum 


„elf theſe things be done in the green 
tree, what ſhall be done in the diy ?” 
Excuſe me for employing a ſentence of 
ſeripture on this occaſion 3 1 apply it ve- 
ry ſerwuſly. One thing relieves me a 
little, under the ill proſpe& I have of 


ſpending my time at the Deanery this 


winter; that I ſhall have the opportunity 
of ſeeing you oftner ; though, I am 
aftsid, you will have little leaſute in 
ſeeing me there. So much ter my 11 
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ſtate of health, which I had not touched 
on, had not your frrendly letter been fo 
full of it One civil thing, that you ſa 
in it, made me think you had been _ 
ing Mr, Waller; and poſſeſſed of that 
image at the end of his copy, à la malade, 
had you not heſtowed it on one who has 
ro right to the leaſt part of the charac- 
ter. If you have not read the verſes 
lately, I am ſure you remember them, 
becauſe you forget nothing. 


With ſuch a grace you entertain, 
And look with ſuch contempt on pain, &c. 


I mention them not on the account of 
that couplet, but one that follows ; which 
ends with the very ſame rhymes and 


words (appear and clear) that the couplet 


but one after that dues—and therefore in 
my Waller there is a various reading of 
the firlt of ' theſe couplets; for there it 
runs thus, | 


So lightnings in a ſtormy air 
Scorch more, than when the ſky is fair. 


You will ſay that I am not very much in 
pain, nor very buſy, when I can reliſh 
theſe amuſements, and you will ſay true: 
for at preſent I am in both theſe reſpe&s 
very my | 
| had not ſtrength enough to attend 
Mr. Prior to his grave, elſe I would 
have done it, to have ſhewed his friends 
that I had forgot and forgiven what he 
wrote on me. He is buried, as he de- 
fired, at the feet of Spenſer, and I will 
take care to make good in every reſpect 
what I ſaid to him when living; parti- 
cularly as to the triplet he wrote for his 
own Epitaph; which, while we were in 
good terms, I promiſed him ſhould never 
appear on his tomb while I was Dean of 
Weſtminſter. 

I am pleaſed to find you hive ſo much 


pleaſure, and (which is the toundation of 


it) ſo much health at Lord Bathurſt's: 
may both continue till I ſee you ! may 
my Lord have as much fatisfaQtion in 
building the houſe in the wood, and uſing 
it when built, as you have in defigning 
it ! I cannot ſend a wiſh after him thai 
means him more happineſs; and yet, 1 
am ſure, I wiſh him as much as he wiſhes 

himſelf, I am, &c. *, 
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LETTER CXXXVI. 
The Biſhop of Rocheſter to Mr, Pope. 45 


. Bromley, ON. 15, 1721. 
OTwITHSTANDING [| write this on 
Sunday even, io acknowledge the 
receipt of yours this morning; yet, 1 
foreſce, it will not reach you til} Wedneſ- 
day morning, And before ſet of ſun that 
day I hope toreach my winter quarters at 
the Deanery. I hope, did I fay ? I recal 
that word, for it implies defie ; and, 
Ged knows, that is far from being the 
caſe: for I never part with this place 
but with regret, though I generally keep 
here what Mr. Cowley calls the worlt of 
company in the world, my own ; and fee 
either none beſide, or what is worſe than 


none, ſome of the Arrii or Sebofi of my - 


neighbourhood : charatters, which Tul- 
ly paints ſo well in one of his epittles, 
and complains of the too civil, but im- 
pertinent, interruption they gave him in 
his retirement, Since I have named 
thoſe gentlemen, and the book is not far 
from me, I will turn to the place, and 
by pointing it out to you, give you the 
pleaſure of peruſing the epiſtle, which is 
a' very agreeable one, if my memory 
does not fail me. | 
am ſurpriſed to find that my Lord 
Bathurſt and you are parted fo ſoon ; he 
has been fick, I know, of ſome late 
tranſadtions; but ſhould that ficknef; 
continue ſtill in ſome meaſure, I propheſy 
it will be quite off by the beginning of 
November: a letter or two from his 
London friends, and a ſurfeit of ſolitude, 
will ſoon make him change his reſolution 
and his quarters. I vow 10 you, I could 
live here with pleaſure all the winter, 
and be contented with hearing no more 
news than the London Journal, or fome 
ſuch tritling paper, affords me, did not 
the duty of my place require, abſolutely 
require, my attendance at Weftminſter ; 
where, I hope, the Prophet will now and 
then remember he has a bed and a candle- 
tick. In ſhort, I long to ſee you, and hope 
ou will come, it not a day, yet atleaſt an 


ur ſooner io town than vou intended, 
in order to. afford me that ſatisfaction. © 


I am now, I thank God ! as well as ever 
I was in my life, except that I can walk 
ſcarce at all without cruiches; and I 
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Book III, 


would willingly compound the matter. 
with the gout, to be no better, could! 
hope to be no worſe ; but that is a vain 
thought, I expect a new attack long be. 


fore Chriſtmas, Let me ſee you there- 
fore while I am in a condition to rehth 
you, before the days (and the nights) 
come, when 1 ſhall (and muſt) tay, I 
have no pleaſure in them. 

I will bring your ſmall volume of 


Paftorals along with me, that you may 
not be diicouraged from lending me 


books, when you find me fo punQual in 
returning them. Shakeſpear ſhall bear it 
company, and be put mto your hands 
as clear and as fair as it came out of 
them, though you, I think, have been 
dabbling here and there with the text: 
I have had more reverence for the writer 
and the printer, and left every thing 
ſtanding jult as 1 found it. However, 
I thank you for the pleaſure you have 
ziven me in putting me upon reading 
him once more before I die. 


I believe I ſhall ſcarce repeat that 


plealure any more, having other wok 
to do, and other things to think of, but 
none that will in(erfere with the offices of 
friendſhip, in the exchange of which 
with you, Sir, I hope to live and die 
your, &c, - 


P. F. Addiſon's works came to my 
hands yeſterday, 1 cannot but think it 
a very odd fret of incidents, that the 
book ſhould be dedicated by a dead 
man * to a dead man ; and even that 
the new patton t, to whom Tickell choſe 


to inſcribe his verſes, ſhould be dead allo 


hefore they were publiſhed. Had I been 
in the Editor's place, I ſhould have been 
a liitle apprehenfive for mylelf, under a 
thou. ht that every one who had any haud 
in that work was to die before the pub» 
lication of it, You fre, when I am con- 
veriing with you, I know not how to 
give over, till the very bottom of the 
paper admoniſhes me once mere to bid 
you adizy ! | 


* Mr. Addiſon, 


+ Mr. Craggs. 
T Lord Warwick, 


LETTER 
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LETTER CXXXVIL. 
Mr. Pope to the Biſhop of Rocheſler. 


My Lon, Feb. 8, 1721-2. 

T is ſo long fince I had the pleaſure of 
] an hour with your Lordihip, that 1 
ſhould begin to thiak myleli no longer 
Amicus omnium borarum, but for finding 
mylecit ſo in my conſtant thoughts of you. 
In thoſe I was with you many hours this 
very day, and had you (where 1 with 
and hope one day to fee you really) in my 
garden at I witnam- 
to town, and was on wing for the D. avery, 
I heard your Lordſhip was gone the day 
before to Bromley, and there you con- 
tinved nll after my return hither. 1 fin- 
cercly wiſh you whatever you wifh your- 
ſelt, and all you with your friends or ta- 
mily. All 1 mean by this word or two, 


— 


1 jult to tell you fo, till in perſon | find 


vou as 1 delire, that is, find you well; 
caly, teſigned, and happy, you will make 
yourſelf, aud (I believe) every body that 
converſes with you; if I may judge of 
your power over other men's minds and 
affections, by that which you will ever 
have over thoſe of your, &c. 


LETTER CXXXVIIL 
The Biſhop of Rocheſter to Mr. Pope. 


Feb. 26, 1721-2, 

PEzmiT me, dear Sir, to beak inte 

your retirement, and to dehre of you 
a o:1iple'e copy of thoſe verſes on Mr. 
Adio“; fend me alſo your laſt refolu- 
non, which ſhall punttua.ly be obſerved 
in icla on to my giving out any copy 
ot it, for | am again ſoncited by another 
lord, to whom I have given the ſame 
aviwer as formerly. No tmall piece of 
"our wriing has been ever fought after 
lo mich: it has pleated eye y man with- 
Gn exception, to whoin it has been read. 
dine odd now theretore know where 
Your real strength lies, 1 hope you will 
"ot luffer that talent to lie unerrployed, 
ror mv part, I ſhould be ſo glad to Ce 
You finith Comething of that kind, that I 


cone content to be a lit le ſMmecred at 


m ihne or ſo, for the {ike of th- plea- 
we | ſhvuld have in reading the reit. I 


* An im praſec copy was got out, very 
us to the author's ſurpriſe, who never 
Would g.ve any. 


When 1 went latt 
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have talked my ſenſe of this matter to 
you once or twice, and now I put it un- 
der my hand, that you may fee it is my 


deliberate opinion. What weight that 
may have with you I cannot ſay; but it 
pleaſes me io have an opportunity of 
ſhewing you how well I wiſh you, and 
how true a friend I am to your tame, 
which I detire may grow every day, and 
in every kind of writing io which you 
nal pleaſe to turn your pen. Not but 


that I have (ome little intereſt in the pro- 


potal, as I ſhall be known to have been 
acquainted with a man that was capable 
of excellivg in fuch different manners, 
and did ſuch honour to his country and 
language; and yet was not diſplealed 
ſometimes to read what was writen b 

his humble ſet vant. : ' 


LETTFER CXXXIX: 
Mr. Pope to the Biſhop of Rocheſter. 


: March 24, 1721-2, 
] Vas diſappointed (much more than 
thoſe who commonly uſe that phraſe 
on tuch occahons) in miſſing you at the 
Deanery, where I lay ſolitary two nights. 
Indeed | truly partake in any degree of 
concern that affefts you, and I with every 
thing may ſucceed as you defire in your 
own family, and in that which, I think, 
you no lets account your own, and is no 
leſs your family, the whole world: for I 
take you to be one of the true friends of 
it, and to your power its proteftor. — 
Though the noiſe and daily buſtle for the 
public he now over, I dare ſay, a good 
wan is itill tendering its welfare ; as the 
ſun in the winter, when ſeeming to re- 
tire from the world, is preparing bene- 
dictions and warmth for a better feaſon. 
No man withes your Lordſhip more 
quiet, more tranquillity, than I, who 
know you ſhould underitand the value of 
it; but 1 do not with you a jot leſs con- 
cerned or leſs active than you are, in all 
ſincere, and therefore warm, deſites of 
public good. | 
beg the kindneſs (and it is for that 
chiefly I trouble you with this letter) o 
tavour me with notice as Don as you re- 
turn to London, that I may come and 
make you a proper viſit of a day or two x 
for hitherto I have not been your viſitor, 
but your lodger, and I aceuſe myſelf of 
it. 1 have now no earthly 2 to oblige 
my being in town (a point of no ſmall 
| Jatis\aQtion 
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ſatisfacl ion to me), but the beſt reaſon, 
the ſeeing a friend. As long, my Lord, 
as you will let me call you fo (and I dare 
fay you will, till I orfeit what, I think, I 
never ſli Il, my veraciiy and integrity), 


I ſhall eſtcem myſelf fortunate, in ſpe 


of the South-Sta, poetry, popery, and 
poverty. | 

1 cannot tell you how ſorry I am, you 
ſhould be troubled a-new by any ſort of 
people. I heartily wiſh, Quod ſurereft, 
at tibi vivas—that you may teach me 
how to do the lame; who, without any 
real impediment to acting and living 
rightly, do act and hiv- as fooliſhly as it 
J] were a great man. Iam, &. 


LETTER-CKIL. 
The Biſbop of Rochefier io Mr. Pope. 


Merch 16. 1721-2. 
AS a viſitant, a lodger, a frend (or 


under what other devomination o- 


ever), you are always welcome to me; 
and will be more fo, I hope, every day 
that we live; for, to tell you the truth, 
L like you as I like myſelf, beſt when we 
have both of us lealt buſineſs. It has 
been my fate to be engaged in it much 
and often, by the ſtations in which I 
was placed; but God, that knows my 
heart, krows I never loved it; and am 
Hill leſs in love with it than ever, as 1 
find leſs tempration to act with any he pe 
of ſucceſs, 1f I am good for any thing, 


it is in angulo cum bibello ; and yer a good © 


part of wy time has been ſpent, and per- 
haps muit be ſent, tar otherwiſe. For 
1 will never, while I have health, be 
wanting to my duty in my pot, or in 
any reſpect, how little ſo-ver ! may like 
my employment, and how hopelels ſo- 
ever | may be in the diicha'ge of it 

In the mean time, the juvicous world 
is pleaſed to think that I deli ht in work 
which 1 am obtyd to undergo, ard aim 
at things which | tram my heart deſpiſe ; 
let them think as they will, fol might be 
at liberty to act as 1 will, and ſpend my 
time in ſuch a tyanner as is moſt agree= 
able to me I cannot (ay I do fo cow, 
for ] am bee without any books, and if 
I had them could not uſe them to my 
fatisfa..), While my mind is (aken up 
in a me melancholy manner“; and 


fa his lady's laſt Gickn-(s, 


ELEGANT EPISTLES.. Bock II 


bow long, or how little a while, it may he 
ſo taken up, God only knows, and to his 


will I implicitly refign myſelf in every 


thing. I am, &c. 


LETTER CXLL 
Mr. Pope to the Biſbop of Rocheſter, 


My Lonp, Match 19, 1921-2. 
I Am extremely ſenſible of the repeated 

tavour of your kind letters, and your 
thoughts of me in abſence, even among 
thoughts of much nearer concern to your. 
ſelt on the one hand, and of much more 
importance to the world on the other, 


| which cannot but engage you at this 
junctute. 


am very certain of your 
ood-will, and of the warmth which is 
in you inſeparable from it. 

Your remembrance of Twickenham is a 
freſh inſtance of that partiality. I hope 
the advance of the fine leafon will ſet you 
upon your legs, enough to enable you to 
get into my garden, where I will carry 
you up a mount, in a point of view to 
ſhew you the glory of my little kingdom. 
It you approve it, I ſhall be in danger 
to boalt, like Nebuchadnezzar, of the 
things I have made, and to be turned 


to converſe, not with the beaſts of the 


field, but with the birds of the grove, 
which 1 ſhail take to be no great puniſh- 
me:.t. For indeed. I heartily deſpiſe the 
ways of the world, and moſt of the great 
ones of it, 


Oh keep me innocent, make others great! 


| And you may judge how comfortabiy 
I am itrengthened in this opinion, when 
ſuch as your Lordſhip bear teſtimony to 
its vanity and emptineſs. Tinnit, inane 
eft, with the picture of one ringing on the 
globe with bis finger, is the beit thing 
] have the lock to remember in that 
great pret Quarles (nor that I forget the 
devil at bowls z which I |:now to be your 
Lordſhup's favourite cut, as well as fa- 
vourne diverſion) f 


The vtuation here is pleaſant, and the 


view tu al enough, to humour the mo 


retired, and agtee with the moſt con- 


templative Good air, ſolitary groves, 
and ſparing diet, ſufficient to make you 
tancv yourſelf (hat vou are in t1emper- 
ance, though levated into a greater 
figure by your Ration) one of the fath-ri 
of the deſert. Here you may think (2 

| v 
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uſe an author's words, whom you fo 
juſtly prefer to all his followers that you 
will receive them kindly, though taken 
from his worſt work ;) 

That in Elijah's banquet you partake, 

Or fit a guett with Daniel, at his pulſe. - 

I am fincerely free with you, as you 
defiie I ſhould, and approve of your not 
having your coach hefe, for if you would 
lee Lord C— or any body elſe, I have 
another chariot, beſides that little one 
you laughed at when you compared me 
to Homer in a nut-ſhell, But if you 
would be entirely private, no body ſhall 
know any thing of the matter. Believe 
me (my Lord) no man is with more 
perfect acquielcence, nay with more 
willing acquieſcence (not even any of 
your own logs of the church, your obe- 
dient, &c. 


LETTER CXLI. 


The Biſhop of Rochefter to Mr. Pope. 


April 6, 1722. 
Urs all the leiſure in the world, I 
have no leiſure, no ſtomach to write 
to you the gradual approaches of death 
are before my eyes. I am convinced 


that it avuſt be ſo; and yet make a ſhift 


to flatter myſelf ſometimes with the 
thought, that it may poſſibly be other- 


wie. And that very thought, though it 


is direttly contrary to my reaſon, dues 
for a few maments make me eaſy—how- 
ever, not eaſy enough in good earneſt to 
thnk of any thing but the melancholy 
object that employs them. Therefore 
wonder not that 1 do not anſwer your 
kund letter: 1 ſhall ar{wer it 100 foon, I 
fear, by accepting your f iendiy invita- 
non. When 1 do fo, no conveniences will 
be wanting 3 for I will fee nobody but 
you and your mother, and the fervants, 
Viſits to Rtaieſiren always were to me 
(and are now more than ever) inſipid 
imags; let the men that expe&, that 
wiſh to thrive by them, pay them that 
homage ; I am free, When 1 want 
them, they thall hear of me at their 
doors :- when they want me, I ſhall be 
ſure to hear of them at mine. But pro- 
bably they will delpiſe me ſo much, and 
| thal! court them fo little, that we ſhall 
doth ot us keep our diſtance. 


The Paradiſe Regaine d. 
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When I come to you, it is in order to 
be with you only; a preſident of the 
council, or a ſtar and garter, will make 
no more impreffign upon my mind, at ſuch 
a time, than the hearing of a bag-pipe, 


or the ſight fa puppet how. I have 


faid to greatneſs ſome time ago— Tua 
tibi res babeto, egomet curabo meas. "The 
time is not far off when we ſhall all be 
upon the level: and I am :efulved, for 
my part, to anticipate that time, and be 
upon the level with them now: for he is 
ſo, that neither ſeeks nor wants them. 
Let them have more virtue and leſs 
pride : and then I will court them as 
much as any body: but till they reſolve 
to diftinguiſh themſelves lome way elſe 
than by their outward trappings, I am 
determined (ind, I think, I have a right} 
to he as proud as they are ; though, 1 
truſt in God, my pride is neither of fo 
odious a natu e as theirs, nor of (o miſ- 
chievous a conſequence. 

I know not how | have fallen into this 
train of thinking—when I fat down to 
write, I inte: ded only to excuſe myſelf 
tor not writing, and to tell you that the 
time drew nearer and nearer, when I mutt 
diſlodge; I am pr paring for it; far [ 
am at this moment building a vault in the 
abbey for me ard mine, It was to be 
in the abhey, becauſe of my relation to 
the place; but it 1s a' the weſt door of it; 
as far from Kings aad Czia's as the ſpzce 
would admit of. 

I know not but 1 may ftep to town to- 
morrow, to fee” how the work goes for- 
ward; but if I do, 1 mall return hither - 
in the evening. I Would not have given 
you the trouble of this letter, but that 
they tell me it will-colt you nothing, and 
that our p ivilege of franking (ne of the 
moſt valuable we have lett) is agua al- 
lowed us. - Your, &c. 


LETTER CxLIII. 
From the fame to the ſame. 


B omley, May 25, 1722. 
Han much ado to get hither laſt night, 
the water beine fo rough that the fer- 
rymen were unwilling to venture... The 
firlt thing 1 ſaw this morning after my 
eyes were open, was your Jeter, for the 
freedom and kindneis of which I thank 
you, Let all compimenis be laid afice 
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between us for the future; and depend 


upon me as your faithful friend in all 


things within my power, as one that 
truly values you, and wifhes you all man- 
ner of happineſs. I thank you and Mrs. 
Pope for my kind reception, which has 
left a pleaſing impretſion upon me that 
will not ſoon be e<ffaced. 

Lord has preſſed me terribly to 
ſee him at 
ner betwixt kindneſs and relentmeant, 
that it is but a few miles beyond 'I'witen- 
ham. | 

I have but a little time left, and a 
great deal to do init; and mult expect 
that ill health will render a good ſhare of 
it uſeleſs : and therefore what is likely to 
be Jett at the foot of the account, ought 
by me to be chenſhed, and not-thrown 
away in compliments. You know the 
motto of my ſun-dtal, Yivite, ait, fug io. 
| I will, as far as I am able, follow its 

advice, and cut off all unneceſſary avoca- 
tions and ainuſements, There are thoſe 
that intend to employ me this winter in 
a way I do not like: it they perhiſt in 
their intentions, I muſt apply mylclf to 
the work they cut out for me, as well as 
I can. But withal, that ſhall vot min- 
der me from employing myſelf allo in a 
way which they do not like. The givers 
of irouble one day fhall have their ſhare 
of it another; that at laſt they may be in- 
duced to let me be quiet, ard live to my- 
ſelf, with the few (the very few) friends 
I like; for that is the point, the fingle 
point, I now aim at; though, I know, 
the generality of the world who are vn- 
acquainted with my intentions aud views, 
think the very reverſe of this character 
belongs to me, I do not know how I 
have rumbled into this account of my- 
felf ; when I far down to write, I had no 
thought of making that any pait of my 
letter. ; 

You might have been ſure, without 
my telling you, thai my right hand is at 
eale ; elſe 1 ſhould not have overflowed 
at this rate. And vet I have not done, 


for there is a kind intimation in the end! 


of yours, which I underſtood, becauſe it 
ſeems to tend towards employing me in 
ſomething that is agreeable to you. Pray 
explain yovrſelf, and believe that you 
have not an acquaintance in the world 
that would be more in earneſt on ſuch an 
occaſion than I ; for I love you, as well 
as elleem you. 


ELEGANT EPISTLES. 


„and told me, in a man- 


* 


Book III. 
All the while I have been writing, 


pain, and a fine thruſh, have been ſeve- 


tally endeavouring to call off my atien- 
tion ; but both in vain, nor Qould 1 yet 
pa.t with you, but that the turning over 
a new leat flights me a little, and makes 
me reſolve io break through anew tempt. 
ation, before it has taken too falt hol4 
on me. Tam, &c. 0 


LETTER CXLIV. 
The Biſbop of Rocheſſer to Mr. Pape. 


June 15, 1722. 
you have generally wiitten firſt, after 

our parting; I will now be before. 
hard, wi h you in my inquiries, how you 
got home, and how you do, and whether 
you met with Lord -, and delivered 
my civil reproach to hin, in the manner 
I defired ? 1 ſuppoſe you did not, be. 
cauſe I have Hheaid nothing either from 
you or from him on that head; as, I 
ſuppoſe, I might have done, if you had 
found hi", 5 

I am fick'of the'e men of quality; and 
the more fo, the oftner I have any buſ- 
neſs io tranſact with them. They look 
upon it as one of their diſtinguiſhing pri- 
vileges, not to be punctual in any buſi- 
nels, of how great importance ſoever; 
nor to ſet other people at eaſe, with the 
lois of the leaſt part of their own. This 
conduct of his vexes me; but to what put- 
pole ? or how can I alter it ? 

I long to ſee the original MS. of Mil- 
ton; but do not know how to come at it, 
without your repeated afhitarce, 

| hope you will not utterly forget what 
p ſſed in the coach about Samſon Ago- 
niſtes. I ſhall not preis you as to time, 
but ſome time or other, I wiſh you would 
review and poliſh that piece. If upon 


a new peruſal of it (which 1 defire you to 


make) you think as | do, that it is wen- 
ien in the very ſpirit of the ancients; it 
deſerves your care, and is capable of be- 
ing improved, with little trouble, into 8 
perfect model and Randard of tragic poe- 
try—always allowing for its being a ftory 
taken out of the hible; which is an ob- 
jection that at this time of day, I know, 
is net to be got over. I am, &c. 


LETTER 
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ER, CALDE 
Mr. Pope to the Biſhop of Rocheſter. 


July 27. 
I Havs been as conſtantly at Twiten- 
ham as your Lordſhip bas at Brom- 
ley, ever lince you ſaw Lord Bathurſt. 
At tie time of the Duke of Marlbo- 
rough's funeral, I intend to lie at the 
Deanery, and moralize one evenihg with 

you on the vanity. of human glory. 
The Duchels's “ letter concerns me 
nearly, and you. know it, who know all 
my thoughts without diſguiſe: 1 mult 
keep clear of flattery ; I will; and as this 
is an honeſt reſolution, I dare hope your 
Lordſhip wil! not be ſo unconcerned for 


my keeping it, as not to aſſiſt mein ſo 


doing. 1 beg therefore you would re- 
preſent thus much at leaſt to her Grace, 
that as to the tear ſhe leems touched 
with [That the Duke's memory ſhould 
have no advantage but what he mult give 
himielf, without being beholden to any 
one friend], your Lordſhip may certain- 
ly, and agreeably to your character, both 
0: rigid honour and chriſtian plainneſs, 
tell her, that no wan can have any other 
advantage: and that all offerings of 
friends in ſuch a caſe paſs for nothing. 
Be but ſo goud as to confirm what I have 
repieler.ted io her, that an inſcription in 
the ancient way, plain, pompous, yet 
motelt, will be the molt uncommon, and 
tnerefore the maſt diſtinguiſſing manner 
ot doing it, And fo, I hope, ſhe will 
be 1tat1sfhed, the Duke's honour be pre- 


le ven, and my integiity alſo : which is 
too lacred a thing to be forfeited, in con- 


ſ\cr2tion of any litle (or what people of 
quality may cal) gieat) honour or diſtinc- 
non whatever, which thoſe of their rank 
can beltow on one of mine; and which 
deed they are apt to over-rate, but 
never ſo much, as when they 1magiie us 
unden any obligation to ſay one unirue 
word in their favour, 

I can only thank you, my Lo:d, for 
the kind tranſition you make from com- 
mon buſineſs, to that which is the only 
real bufineſs of evety reaſonable creature. 
Indred | think more of it than you ima- 
ine, though not fo much as | ought. 1 


an pleated with thoſe Latin veries ex- 


teve'y, which ave fo very good that I 


The Ducheſs of Buckingham. 


E 
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thought them your's, till you called them 
an Horatian Cento, and then I recolle&ed 
the disj-fa membra poetæ. I will not 
pretend I am ſo totally in thoſe ſentiments 
which you compliment me with, as I yet 
hope to be: you tell me I have them, as 
the civilelt method to put me in mind 


how much it fits me to have them. I. 


ought, fit, to prepare my mind by a 
beter knowledge even of good propnane 
writeis, eſpecially the moraliſts, &c, be- 
fore I can be worthy of taiting that ſu- 


pie ne of books, and ſublime of all writ- 


ings. In which, as in all the intermedi- 
ate ones, you may (if your friendſhip 
aud charnty toward me continue, ſo far) 
be the beſt guide to your, &c. 


FP 


LETTER CHLYE 


The Biſhop of Rochefler to Mr. Pope. 


July 30, 1722. 

Have written to the Ducheſs “ juſt as 

you deſired, and referred her to our 
meeting in town for a further account of 
it. I have done it the rather becauſe 
your opinion in the caſe is ſinterely mine: 
and if it had not heen ſo, you yourſelf 
ſhould not have induced me to give it. 
Whether, and how far, ſhe will acquieſce 
in it, I cannot ſay; eſpecially in a caſe 
where ſhe thinks the Duke's honour con- 
cerned ; but ſhould ſhe ſeem to perſiſt a 
little at preſent, her good ſenſe (which I 


depend upon) will afterwards ſatisfy her 


that we are in the ight. 

I :o to-marrow to the Deanery, and IL 
believe I ſhall ſtay there till I have ſaid 
+« Duſt to dutt,” and ſhut up that laft 


ſcene of pompous vanity . 


It is a great while for me to ſtay there 


at this time of the year: and I know I 
ſha!l often ſay to myielf, while I am ex- 


ßecting the funeral, 


O rus, quand: eg te aficiam ! quandegue licebit 
Ducere jellicite jucunda cblisia wite ! 
In that caſe I ſhall fancy I hear the 
ghoſt of the dead, thus intreating me, 
A' tu (arrate re farce malignus arene 
Oſſibuset caprit inhumato 
Particulam dare 5 | 
Quangquam feftinss, non eff mera Inga; licebi', 
Injefls ter pulvere, curras, 


®* Ducheſs of Buckingham. 

7 This was the funct e of the Duke of 
Ma lborough, at which the Biſhop officiated 
as Nean of Weltminiter, in Aug. 1722, 

222 | There 
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There is an anſwer for me ſomewhere in 
Hamlet to this requeſt, which you re- 
member, though 1 do not; Poor g 
thou ſhalt be ſatisfied or ſomething like 
it. However that be, take care you do 
not fail in your appointment, that the 
company of the living may wake me 
lome amends for my attendance on the 
dead. 2 2 

1 know you will be glad to hear that 1 
am well ; 1 ſhould always, could 1 al- 
ways be here— 

Eh Sed me 
Inperis a trabit Preſerpira : ⁊ ive, valeque. 
You are the firft man I ſent to this morn- 
ing, and the laſt man I deſire to converſe 
with this evening, though at twenty miles 

diſtance from you. 
Tie, weniente die, Te, decedente, reguiro. 


LETTER CXLVI. 
The Biſhop of Rockefler io Mr. Pope. 


Dear Sin, The Tower, April 10, 1723. 
1 THANK you for all the inſtances of 
your frienaſhip, both before and ſince 
my misfortunes. A little time will com- 
plete them, and ſeparate you and me for 
ever. But in what pait of the world ſo- 
ever 1 am, I will live mindful of your 
ſincere kindneſs to me; and will pleaſe 
myſelf with the thought, that I (till live 
in your efteem and affection, as much as 
ever I did; and that no accident of life, 
no diflance of time, or place, will alter 
you in that reſpect. It never can me; 
who have loved and valued you, ever 
lince I knew you, and ſhall not tail to 
do it when 1 am not allowed to tell. you 
103 #8 the caſe will ſoon be. Give my 
fanhful tervices to Dr. Arbuthnot, and 
thanks for what he fent me, which was 
much to the purpoſe, it any thing can. be 
id tobe to the purpoſe, in a caſe that is 
already determined. Let him know my 
defence will be ſuch, that neither my 
frierds need bluſh for me, nor will my 
enemies have gieat occaſion of triumph, 
though ture ef the victory. I thall want 
his advice before J go ahoad, in many 
things. But I quettion whether I ſhall be 
permitted to ſee him, or any body, but 
luch as are abſolutely necetiuy towards 
the diſpaich of my private Fairs, It lo, 
God blels you both; and may no part of 
the ill tortune that a1t-1:ds me, ever purſue 
either cf you! 1 kr.ow not but I may call 
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upon you at my hearihg, to ſay ſome. 
what about my way of ſpending my time 
at the Deanery, which did not ſeem cal. 
culated towards managing plats and con- 
ſpiracies. But of that I ſhall conſider... 
You and I have ſpent many hours toge- 
ther upon much plcafanter ſubjects; and, 
that I may preferve the old cuſtom, 1 
ſhail yet part with you now till I have 
cloſed this letter with three lines of 
Milton, which you will, I know, read ly 
and not without ſome degree of concern, 
apply to your ever affectionate, &c. 

Some nat'ral tears he dropt, but wip'd them 

loon 3; 
The world was all before him, where to chuſe 


His place of reft, and Providence his guide. 


LETTER _ CXLVIIN. 


Mr. Pope to the Biſbop of Rocheſter, 


; April 20, 1725. 

II is not poſſible to expreis what I 
think, and what 1 feel ; only this, that 

I have thought and felt for nothing but 
you, for ſome time paſt : and ſhall think 
of nothing fo long for the time to come. 
The greateſt comtoit I had was an inten- 
tion (which I would have made praftica- 
ble) to have attended you in your jour- 
ney, to which I had breught that perſon 
to con ent, who only could have hindered 
me, by a tie which, though it may be 
more tender, I do not think more ſtrong, 
than that of friendſhip. But I fear there 
will be no way left me to tell you this 
great iruth, that I remember you, that 
I love you, that I am grateful] to you, 
that L entirely efteem and value you ; ro 
way hut that one, which needs no open 
warrant to authoriſe it, or ſecret convey- 
ance to ſecure it; which no bills can pre- 
clude, and no kings prevent; a way that 
can reach to any part of the world where 
you may be, where the very whiſper, or 
even/the wiſh. of a friend muſt not be 
heard, or even ſuſpected: by this. way, I 
dare tell my eſteem and affection of you, 
to your enemies in the gates, and you, 
and they, and their ſons, way hear of it, 
You prove yourſelf, my Lord, to 
know me for the friend Jam; in judging 
that the manner cf your defence, and 
your teputation by it, is a point of the 
hig heſt corcern to me ; and affuiing me, 
it ſhall be ſuch, that none of your friends 
ſhall bluſh for you. Let me further 
piompt you to do yowlclf the belt 2 
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moſt laſting juſtice : the inſtruments of 
your fame to N will be in your 
own hands. ay it not be, thai Peovi- 


dence has appointed you to ſome great 


and uſeful work, and calls you to it this 
ſevere. way? You may more emi-:ently 
and more effectually ſerve the public even 
now, than in the (tations you have ſa ho- 
noupably filled, Think of Pully, Bacon, 
and Clarendon “: is it not the latter, the 
diſgraced part of their lives, which you 
moit envy, and which you would chuole 
to have lived ? | 

am tenderly ſenſible of the wiſh you 
expreſs, that nv parti of your mistortune 
may purſue me. But, God knows, I am 
every day leſs and leſs tony of my native 
country (ſo torn as it is by party 1aze), 
and b:gia to conſider a friend in exile ws 
a friend in death; one gone belore, wie: e 
| am not unwilling nor unprepared to 
follow after; ant where (however va- 
rious or uncertain the roads and voyages 
of another world may be) I can»ui but 
enteitain a pleaſing hope that we may 
meet again, 

I faithfully aſſure you, that in the 
mean time there. is no one, living or 
dead, of whoin I ſhall think ouftiier or 
better than of you. I ſhall look upon 
you as in a ſtate between both, in which 


you will have from me all the patſions 


and warm wilhes that can attend the liv- 
ing, and all the reſpe&, and tender {-nf- 
of loſs, that we feel for the dead. And 
| hall. ever depend upon your conſtant 


| friendſhip, kind memory, and good of- 


fices, though I were never to ſee or hear 
the effefts of them: like the truſt we 
have in benevolent ſpits, who, though 
we never fee or hear them, we think are 
conſtantly ter ving us, and praying for us. 

Wherever | am wiſhing to wiite to 
you, I ſhall conclude you are wtention- 


ally doing ſo to me. And &yn:y time 
that I think of you, I wall ee xa 
are thinkin; of me, I never ſhall ſuffer 
io be or gotten (nay to be but faintly re- 
membered) the honour, the pleaſure, the 
pride I muſt ever have, ip reflecting how 
frequently you have delighted me, how 
kindly you have diftioguilhed me, how, 
cordially you have adviſed me! In con- 
verlation, in ſtudy, I ſhall always want 


 ® Clarendon indeed wrote his beſt works 
in h'* baniſhment: but the beit of Bacon's 
Were written before his diſg:ace, and the bet 
0 Tuily's aiter his return from exile. 
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you, and wiſh for you: in my moſt hve- 
ly, and in my moſt thouzhttul hours, I 
ſhall equally bear about me the impreſ- 
fions ot you; and perhaps it will-not be 
in this life only; that I mall have cauſe 
to remember and acknowledge the friedd- 
ſhip of the Biſhop of Rocheſter. I am, &c. 


LETTER CXLIE 
From the ſame to the ſame. 


May, 1723. 

CJ Nees more I write to you, as | pro- 

miled, and rbis once, I fear, will be 
the lat ! the curtain will ſoon be drawn 
b tween my frie d and me, and nothing 
l-tt but to with you a long good-night, 
May you enjoy a ſtate of repole in this 
ie, not unlike that ſl-ep of the Cul 
which tome have believed is to ſucce d 
it. where we lie utterly forgetful of that 
world from which we are gone, and ripen- 
ing tor that to which we ate o go. If 
you retain any memory of the paſt, let 
it only imaze tu you what has pteaſed 
you beit ; ſometimes preſent a dream of 
an ablent friend, or bring you back an 
a reeable conver fation. But upon ths 
whole, I hape you will think leſs of the 
time paſt than of the future; as the 
former has been leſs kind to you than the 
latter infallibly will be. Do not envy th- 
world your ſtudies; they will tend to the 
benefit of men againſt whom vou cy 
have no complaint, I mean of all pow. 
ty; and perhaps, at your time of life, 
nothing elſe is worth your cue, WI at 
is every year of a wiſe man's life har 4 
cenſure or ciitic on the palt ? Thoſe wiots 
date is the ſhorieit, live long enuvgh 
to laugh at one half of it: the boy deſpiſcs 
the infant, the man the boy, the philo- 
pher both, and the Chriſtian all. Vos 
may now begia to think your manhacd 
was ioo much a puciility z and you will 
never ſuffer your age to be but a ſecond 
infancy. The toys and baubles of your 
childhood are haidly now more below 
you, than thoſe tons of our riper agd 
ot our declining years, the drums and 
rattles of ambition, and the dit and but- 
bl-s of avarice, At this time, when you 


are cut off from a little {ociety, and made 
a citizen of the world at large, you 
ſhould bend your talents not to ſerve a 
party, or a few, hut ab mankind. Voor 
genus ſhould mount above that miſt in 

which 
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which its participation and neighbour- 
hood with earth long involved it; to ſhine 
abroad and to heaven, ought to be the 
buſineſs and the glory of your preſent 
ſituation. Remember it was at ſuch a 
time, that the greateſt lights of antiquity 
dazzled and blazed the moſt in their re- 
treat, in their exile, or in their death ; but 
why do I talk of dazzbng or blazing ? it 
was then that they did good, that they 
gave light, and that they became guides 
to mankind. | 

Thoſe aims alone are worthy of ſpirits 
truly great, and ſuch I therefore hope 
will be yours Reſentment inde:d may 
remain, pe: haps cannot be quite extin- 
guiſhed in the nobleſt minds; but tie- 
venge never will harhour there hi-her 
principles than thoſe of the firſt, and bet- 
ter principles than thoſe cf the latter, will 
intallivily influence men whole thoughts 
and whoſe hearts are c }-ry<d, and cauſe 
them to preter the whole 10 any part of 
mankind, efpecially to {5 {mall a part as 
one's hogle ſelf. | 

Believe me, my Loid, 1 look upon 
you as a ſpirit entered wto another life “; 


as one juſt uvon the ee of ynmortality ; 


where the þ fiovs and afteftiuns muſt be 
much more cxaſted, aud where you ought 
to deſpiſe all little views and all mean 
retio peëts. Nothing is worth your Jook- 
ing back; and theretore look for ard, 
ard make ( you Cai.) the worl look 
after you. But lake care that it be not 
with pity, but with efleem and admira- 
tion. 
1 am, with the pr-at-it ſincerity, and 
paſſion to: vour tame as well as happi— 
nels, your, &c. 
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De Biſhop of Rochefter to Mr. Pope. 


| : Paris, Nov. 23, 1731. 
Ov will wonder to fee we wm print 5 
but how couid I avoi. it? The dread 
ard the l'ivirng, wy friends and my furs, 
at home nd ab ond, called upon me to 
ſay ſomething ; a+ d the revuration of an 
- Hittory T wtich I and all the world ya- 
lue, mult have ſuffered, had I continued 
The Biſhop of Rocheſter west into exlle 
the month tollowiny, and continued in it till 
his death, which happened at Paris or the 
fiſtrenth day of Fei raary, in the year 1732 

+ Earl ot Clarcndon's, | 


Z 
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ſilent. I have printed it here, in hopes 
that ſomebody may venture to reprint it 
in England, notwithſtanding thoſe two 
fri-htening words at the cloſe of it t. 
Whether that happens or not, it is fit 
you ſhould have a tight of it, who, I 
know, will read-1t with ſome degree of. 
ſatistaction, as it is mine, though it 
ſhould have (as it really has) nothing elle 
to recommend it. Such as it is, extre- 
mum hoc munus morientis habeto ; for that 


may well be the cafe, conlidering that 


within a few months I am entering imo 
my ſeventieth year: after which, even 
the healthy and the happy cannot much 
deperd upon life, and will not, if they 
ate wile, much deſire it. Whenever [ 
go, you will loſe a friend who loves and 
values you extremely, it in my circum- 
ſtances I can be (aid to be loſt to any one, 
when dead, more than { am already 
whilſt I'ving, I expected to have heard 
from you by Mr. Morrice, and wondet- 
ed a little that I did not; but he owns 
himſelt in a fault for not giving you due 
notice of his motions. It was not amiſz 
that you forbo:e writing, on a head 
wherem 1 promiſed more than I was able 
to perform, Dilgraced men fancy ſome- 
times that they preſerve an 1: fluence, 
where, When they end-avour to exeit it, 
they ſoon ſce their miſtake. I did ſo, my 
goo triend, and acknowledge it under 
my hand Youu ſounded the coait, and 
found out my error, it ſeems, before J 
was awaie of it; but encugh on this 
lubjeRt. | 

What are they doing in England to the 
hor our of letters; and particularly what 
at zo doing? Irſe quid audes ? Que 
circum volitas agilis thyma £ Do you pur- 
ſue the moral plan vou marked out, and 
ſecr.ed fixtcen moi ths ago ſo intent up- 
en? Am Ito te it perfefied ere I de, 
and »re you to enjoy the reputation of it 
while you live? or do you rather chule 
to leave the marks of your friendſhip, 
like the legacies of-a will, to be read and 
enjoyed only by thoſe who ſurvive you! 
Weie I as near you as I have been, [ 
ſhould hape to peep into the manuſcript 
before it was finiſhed But alas! thee 
is, and will eve probably be, a great deal 

he Biſhop* name, ſet to his vindication 
o Þ ſhop Smal: dge, Dr, Adr ch, anc himlcit, 
from the ſcandalous refl: & ons of Olm xen, 


relating to the publication of Lord Claten- 


don's Hittory, Paris, 1731, 4to, ſince le- 
printed in Logland, 


of 
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of land and ſea between us. How many 
books have come out of late in your parts, 
which you think I ſhould be glad to pe- 
ruſe ? Name them ; the catalogue, I be- 
lieve, will not coſt you much trouble. 
They mult be good ones indeed to chal- 
leoge any part of my time, now I have 
co little of it left. I, who ſquandered 
whole days heretofore, no huſband 
hours when ihe glaſs begins to run low, 
and care not to miſpend them on trifles. 
At the end of the lotte y of lite, our lait 
minutes, like tickets left in the wheel, 
tile in their valuation : they are not of 
ſo much worth perhaps in themlelves as 


thoſe which preceded, but we are apt to 


prize them more, and with reaſon, I 
di fo, wy dear friend, and yet think the 
m-lt precious minutes of my life are well 
employed in yea ing what you write, 
But this is a fatisfadiion I cannot much 
hope for, and therefore muſt betake my- 
ſelt ro others Jeſs entertaining. Adicu! 
dear Sir, and forgive we engaging with 
one, whom you, I think, have reckoned 
among the heroes ot the Dunciad. It 
was neceſſary for me either to accept 
ot his duty challenge, or to have ſuf- 
fered in the etteem of the world by de- 
chning it. 

My reſpeQs to your mother; I ſend 
one of theſe papers tor Dean Swift, if 
you have an opportunity, and think it 
worth while to convey. it. My country 
a! this diſtance ſeems to me a ſtrange 
h-ht ; I know rot how 1t appears to you, 
who ate in the midit of the ſcene, and 
yourleit a part of it; I with you would 
tell me, You may weite {ately to Mr. 
Morrice, by the honelt hand thai conyrys 
this, and will. return into theie parts 
tetore Chriftnas; iket-h out a rough 
dla ght of it, that I may be able to judge 
wheth.r a return to it be really eligible, 
or whether 1 ſhould pot, lite the chemiſt 
in the bottle, 'upon hearing Don Queve- 
do's account of Spain, deſute to be corked 
up ag ain. 

After all, I Jo and muſt love my coun- 
iry, with all 1s faults and bleniihes ; 
ever that part of the conititnution which 
Wot del-me unultly, and ſittelt through 
my fide, ſhall ever be dear to me. My 
{1 wilh mall be like that of fathe: Paul, 
Els ver; etua ! and when I die at à dif- 
face from it, it will be in the tame man- 
ver 4s Virgil deſcribes the expi ing Pelo- 
pPOnnevan, 
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et dulces miriens reminiſcitur Argos, 


Do I ill live in the memory of my f. jends, 
as they certainly do in mine? I have 
read a good many of your paper-ſquabbles 
about me, and am glad to fee ſuch free 
conceſſions on that head, though made 
with no view of doing me a pleaſure, but 
merely of loading another, 1 am, &c. 


LETTER CLh 
The Biſhop of Roc heſter to Mr. Pope. 
[On the death of his daughter J 


Montpelier, Nov. 20, 1729. 

1 AM not yet maſter enough of myſelf, 

alter the late wound I have received. 
to open my very heart to you, and am 
not content with leſs than that, whenever 
[ converſe with you, My thoughts are at 
prelent vainly, but pleah»gly, employed, 
on what I have loſt, and can never reco- 
ver. I know well 1 ought, for that rea- 
ſon, to call them off to other ſihjeQs, 
but hitherto I have not been able o do it. 
By giving them the rein a little, and ſuf- 


| fering them to ſpend their force, Ih 


in {ome time to check and ſubdue them. 


Mullis ſortunæ wulreribus perculſus, huic 


uni me imparem ſenſi, et pene ſuccubui. 
This is weak gets, not wiſdom, I own ; and 
on that account fitter io be truſted to the 
boſom of a friend, where I may ſafely 
lodge all my in firmities. As foon as my 
mind is in ſome meaſure corrected and 
calined, I will end-avour to follow your 
advice, and tuin it to ſomething of uſe and 
moment; if I have ſtill life enough left 
to do any thing that is worth reading and 
preſeiving. In the mean time 1 ſhill be 
picaſed to hear that you proceed in what 
you intend, without any ſuch melancholy 


. Interruption as I have met with. Your 


mind 1s as yet unbroken by age and ill 


accidents, your knowledge and judgment 


are at the height: ule them in winting 
ſ{.mewhat that may teach the preſent and 
future times, and if not gain equally the 
applaule ot both, may yet rai'e the envy 
of the one, and ſecure the admiration of 
the other. Employ not your precious 
moments, asd great talents, on little 
men ard little things ; but chaſe a ſub- 
ject every way worthy of you, and handle 
it as you can, in a manner which nohody 
elſe can equal or imitate, As for me, 
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my abilities, if I ever had any, are not 
what they- were: and yer 1 will endea- 
. vour to recollect and employ them. 
Gelidus tardante ſenecta 

Sanguis hebet, frigentque eff eto in corpore wires, 
However, I ſhould be ingrateful to this 
place, if I did not own that I have gain- 
ed upon the gout in the ſouth of France, 
much mare than I did at Paris, though 
even there I ſenſibly improved. I be- 
lieve my cure had been perte&ed, but 
the earneſt defire of meeting one I dearly 
loved, called me abruptly to Montpelier ; 
where after continuing two months, un- 
der the cruel torture of x fad and fruitleſs 
expectation, I was forced at laſt to take 
a long journey to Toulouſe ; and even 
there I had miſſed the perion I ſought, 


had ſhe not, with great ſpirit and cou- 


rage, ventured all night up the Garonne 
to ſee me, which ſhe above all things de- 
fircd to do before ſhe died. By that 


means ſhe was brought where I was, be- 


tween ſeven ard eight in the morning, 
and lived twenty hours afterwards, which 


time was not lo ſt on either tide, hui paſſed 


in ſuch a manner as gave great ſatistac- 
tion to both, and ſuch as, on her part, 
every way became her circumſtances and 
charafter. For ſhe had her ſenſes to the 
very laſt gaſp, and exerted them to give 
me, in thoſe few hours, greater marks of 
duty and love than ſhe had done in all 
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her life-time, though ſhe had never been 
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wanting in either. "The latt words the 
ſaid to me were the kindeft of all; are. 
flection on the goodneſs of God, which 
had allowed us in this manner to meet 
once more, before we parted for ever, 
Not many migutes after that, ſhe laid 
herſelf on her pillow, in a fleptog po- 
ture, 
flacidaque ibi demum morte quievit, 
Judge you, Sir, what I felt, and ill 
teel on this occaſion, and ſpare me the 
trouble of deſcribing it. At my age, 
under my inhrmities, among utter ſtray- 
gers, how ſhall 1 fizd out proper reliets 


and ſupporis ? I can have none, but thoſe 


with which reaſon and religion furniſh 
me, and thoſe I lay hold on, ad graſp 
as fait as I can. I hope that He who 
laid the burthen upon me (for wiſe and 
good pw poſes no doubt) will enable me 
to bear it in like manner as I have borne 
others, with ſome degree of fortitude and 
firmneſs. | 
You ſee how ready I am to relapſe into 
an argument which 1 had quitted ore: 
before in this letter. I ſhall probahly 
again commit the fame fault, it I con- 
tinue to write; and therefore I ſtop ſho:t 
here, and with all fincerity, affection, 


and efteem, bid you adieu! till we meet 


either in this world, if God pleaſes, or 
elſe in another, I am, &c, Ty 
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LETTERS OF THE PRESENT CENTURY, 
AND OF LATE DATE. 
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SECTION I. 
MISCELLANEOUS -LETTERS. 


LETTER I. 

Dr. Swift to Miſs Jane Waryng®. 

Mapan, Dublin, May 4, 17090. 

AM extremely concerned at the ac- 

count you give of your health; for 
my uncle told me he found you in ap- 
pearance better than you had been in 
ſome years, and I was in hopes you had 
ſill continued ſo, God forbid 1 ſhould 
ever be the occaſion of creating more 
troubles to you, as you ſeem to intimate ! 
The letter you deſued me to anſwer, I 
have frequently read, and thought I had 
replied 10 every part of it that required ; 
however, ſince you are pleaſed to repeat 
thoſe particulars wherein you deſire ſatiſ- 
faction, I ſhall. endeavour to give it you 
«5 well as I am able. You would know 
what gave my temper that ſudden turn, 
3s to alter the fiyle of my letters ſince I 
laſt came over. It there bas been that 
alteration you obſerve, I have told you 
the cauſe abundance of times. I had 
uled a thouſand endeavours and argu- 
ments, to get you from the company and 
place you are in: both on the account of 
your health and humour, which I thought 
were like to ſuffer very much in ſuch an 
al, and before luch examples. All I 


This letter, Mr. Faulkner ſays, was 
written % to a lady of family in the north of 
: Iieland;” and he adde, that it was“ ſup- 
i boſed to be previous to Dr. Swift's ar- 

quantance with Stella.“ It was writ- 
ten not Hag before the time of Stella's fixing 
her rcudence in Ireland; 


had in anſwer from you, was nothing but 
a great deal of arguing, and ſometimes 


in a ſtyle ſo very imperious as I thought 


might have been ſpared, when I reflected 
how much you had been in the wrong. 
The other thing you would know is, whe- 
ther this change of ſtyle be owing to the 
thoughts of a new miſtreſs. 1 declare, 
upon the word of a chriſtian and a gen- 
tleman, it is not; neither had I eveg 
thaughts of being married to any other 
perſon but yourſelf, I had ever an opi- 
nion tliat you had a great ſweetneſs of 
nature and humour; and whatever ap- 
peared to the contrary, I looked upon it 
only as a thing put on as neceſſary be- 
fore a lover: but I have fince obſerved 
in abundance of your letters ſuch marks 
of a levere indifference, that I began to 
think it was hacdly poſſible for one of my 
few good qualities to pleaſe you. I never 
knew any ſo hard to be worked upon, 
even in matters where the intereſt and con- 
cern are entirely your own ; all which, 
I fay, paſſed eaſily while we were in the 
ſtate of formalities and ceremony; but 
fince that, there is no other way of ac- 


counting for this untractable hehaviour in 


you, but by impuwiing it ta a want of 

common eſteem and friecd{hip for me. 
When I defied an account of your 
fortune, 1 had no ſuch deſign as you pre- 
tend to imagine. I have told you many 
a time, that in Englaud it was in the 
power of any young fellow of common 
ſenſe to get a larger fortune than ever 
you pretended to; I aſked, in order to 
p conſider 


544 


conſider Whether it were ſufficient, with 
the help of my poor income, to make 
one of your humour eaſy in a married 
ſtate. I think it comes to almoſt a hun- 
dred pounds a year; and I think, at the 
fame time, that no young woman in the 
world of the ſame income would dwindle 
away their health and life in fuch a fink, 
and among ſuch family converſation : 
neither have all your letters been once 
able to perſuade that you have the leaſt 
value for me, becauſe you fo little re- 
garded what I fo often ſaid upon, that 
matter. The diſmal account you fay I 
have given you of my livings * | can 
aſſure you to be a true one; and, ſince 
it is a diſmal one even in your own opi- 
nion, you can beſt draw conſ-quences 
from it. The place where Dr. Bolton + 
lived is upon a living which he keeps 
with the deanery ; but the place of ref - 
dence for that they have given me is 
within a mile of a town called 'T'rim, 
twenty miles from hence; and there is 
no other way, but to hire 2 houſe at 
Trim, or build one on the ſpot; the firſt is 
hardly to be done, and the other I am tao 
poor to perform at preſent, Fo coming 
down to Belfaſt, it is what I cannot yet 
think of, my attendance is fo cloſe, and 
ſo much required of me; but our govern- 
ment fits very looſe, and I helie-e will 
change in a few months; whether our 
part f will partake in the change, I 
know not, though I am very apt to be- 
lieve it; and then I ſhall he at leiſure for 


* Thoſe of I.aracor and Rathbeggin. 

Þ+ This gentleman, as well as Dr Swift, 
was Chaplain to Lord Bi keley, when one 
of the. Lords Juſtices in Ireland; and was 
promoted to the deanery of Uerry, wh ch 
had been previouſly promiſed to Dr. Swift: 
but Mr. Buſhy the principal ſecretary, for 
weighty realons belt Known to himſ-I!, laid 
Dr. Swift afide, unleſs he would pay him 
a large ſumj—which the DoQor refuſ-d 
Wich the utmoſt contempt and ſcorn.— 
Dr. Bolton, who: was alſo miniſter of St. 
Werburgh's, Dublin, was advanced to the 
biſnopric of Clon'ert, S: ptember 12, 1722; 
tranſlated to Elphin, April 16, 1724; to 
Caſhel, Jen. 6, 1729; and died in 1744 — 
He was one o! the moſt eloquent ſprakers of 
his time, and was particularly ſkilled in 
eccleſiaſtical hiſtory. 

1 Meaning Lord Berkeley, who was then 
one of the thiee Lords Juſtices, —The Earl 
of Rocheſter was appointed Lord Licutenant 
in September following-- 
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a ſhort journey. But I hope your other 
friends, more powerful than I, will be. 
fore that time perſuade you from the 
place where you are. I deſire my fer. 
vice to your mother, in return for her 
remembiance: but for any other dealings 
that way I enticat your pardon ; and [ 
think 1 have more cauſ- to reſent your 
deſires of me ir that caſe, than you hate 
to be angry at my refuſals. If you 
like ſuch company and conduct, much 
good do you with them! my educa. 
tion has heen othetwiſe. My uncle 
Adam & aſked me one day in private, 
as by direction, what my defigns were in 
relation to you, becauſe it might be 2 
hindrance to you if I did not proceed, 
The anſwer I gave him (Which 1 ſuppoſe 
he has ſent you) was to this effect; 
& That I hoped I was no hindrance to 
e you; becauſe the reaſon you vrged 
& againſt an union with me was drawn 
© from your indiſpoſition, which (bill 
« continued that you alſo thought my 
« fortune not \uſhcient, which is neither 
te at preſent in a condition to offe» you ; 
Tha, if your health and my fortune 
« were as they ought, I would prefer, 
« you above all your ſex ; but that, in 
« the preſent condition of both, I. 
© thought it was againſt your opinion, 
©« and would certainly make you unhap- 
« py : That, had you any other offers, 
« which your friends or yourſelf thou-ht 
„% more to your advantage, I ſhould 
e think I wee very unjuſt to be an ob- 
« ftacle in your way.” Now for what 


concerns my fortune, you have anſweredit. 


I defire, therefore, you will let me know 
if your health be otherwiſe than it v3 
when you told me the dottors advited you 


againſt marriage, as what would certainly 


hazard your lite. Are they or peu 
grown of another opinion in this particu- 
lar? are you in a condition to manage 


dom eitic affairs, with ar income of less 


(perhaps) than three hundred pounds 4 
year ? Have you fuch an wclinaty n to my 
perſon and humour, as to comp!! with 
my deſires and w y «f lieing, and en- 
deavour to make us both as happy #3 
you can? Wil! you he rendv to er gage 
in thoſe neth- «ds I ſl] direct tor tte m- 
provement of your mind, fo as to mike 
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yd Wheſ- daughter, Anne, marricd a cet 
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us entertaining company for. each other, 
without being miſerable when we are 
neither viſiting or. viſited ? can you bend 
your love and eſteem and indifference to 
others the ſame way as 1 do mine? ſhall 
1 have ſo much power in your heait, or 
you ſo much government of your paſ- 


ions, as to grow in good humour upon 


my approach, though provoked by a—? 
have you ſo much goo nature as to en- 
deaveur by ſoſt words to ſmooth any rug- 
ged humour occahoned hy the croſs acci- 
dents of life ? ſhall the place wherever 
your huſband is thrown be more welcome 


than cou:ts and cities without him ? In 


ſhoit, theſe are ſome of the neceſſary me- 
thods to pleaſe men who, like me, are 
deep-read in the world; and td a perſon 
thus made, I ſhould be proud in giving 
all due returns towards making her hap- 
py. Theſe are the queſtions I have al- 
ways reſolved to propoſe to her with 
whom I meant to paſs my life ; and when- 
ever you can heartily anſwer them in the 
aſhrmative, I ſhall be bleſſed to have you 
in my arms, without regarding whether 
your perſon be beautiful, or your. for- 
tne large. Cleanlineſs in the firit and 
competency in the other, is all T look for. 
I d:-fre. ind-ed a plentiful revenue, but 


would rather it ſhould be of my own;. 


though I ſhould bear from a wife io be 

reproached for the greatelt. 2 
I have laid all 1 can poſſibly ſay in 

2nſwer to any part of your letter, and in 


tells you my clear opinion as to mat- 


ters between us. I ſingled you out at 


ft from the reſt of women; and I ex- 


pet not to be uſed like a common lover. 
When you think fit to ſerd me an anſwer 
tothis without —, I ſhall then approve my- 
ſelf, by all means you ſhall command, 
Maiam, your moſt faithful humble ſer- 


vant. 
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LETTER l. 
Dr. Thos. Rundle ® to Joſeph Taylor, Efq. 


Dublin, January 3, 1733-9. 
II is an age, my dear Taylor, ſince I 
h-ard from you; J hope nothing worſe 
than perverſe buſineſs hath obiruded it- 
elf ſv entively on your mind, as to drive 
me from it. If you are happy, I ſhall 
be very eaſy, whatever is the motive ; 


Lord E ſhop of Derry ip Ireland. 
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becauſe I am ſure nothing can have 
made your old friend leſs dear to you 


than formerly. Though this winter has 


its influence on my crazy conſtitution, yet 
the noble cordial, ipecacuanba, frequently 
taken, undoes all the miſchiefs of the 
weather, and makes me enj'y eaſe and 
cheerfulneſs, in ſpite of the lcaſon. We 
have here certainly the moſt fine winters, 
and d eary ſummers, that can be imagined. 
Scarcely a day paſſeth but the greateſt 
part of it is mild and bright, as April; 
and if a few happy ſhowers refreſh the 
ground, a gentle wind fans it away pre- 
lently, and all is ſerene and delizhtrul, 
during the dark days of other climates, 
But the ſimmer ſhall not make my pa- 
per diſmal, and therefore I will, not de- 
ſcribe it. 355 
My houſe will be quite finiſhed in 
about ſix weeks, It hath coſt me a ſhame- 
ful deal of money ; but I am not afraid, 
that my wife and children that I am to 
get in my dotave, ſhould upbraid me. 
The whole is handſome, but nothing 
magnificent, hat the garret in which 1 
have lodged my books; and if I have 
been extravagant in doing them honour, 
I hope it will be pardoned ; becauſe 1 
owe it in, ſome meaſure to them, that T 
was enabled to be at the expence; and 
gratitud-, I hope, can excuſe the fault it 
occaſions, Some think it too ſplendid 
for me in my ſtation, and will contend it 
would have been wiler and more decent 
to have locked my money in a cheſt, or 
"ſent to France for ſocial Tlaret, than to 
ſquander it among Iriſh workmen to en- 
able them to procure beef ayd, potatoes 
for their hungry families ; and build an 
habitation too elegant for an Triſh prelate. 
Laudatur ab his, cultatur ab illis, is the 
condition of every action that is done #1 
e 


. 


thoſe who are placed in a way, of li 


that is expoſed either to flattery or envy z 


and I am teſigned under the common 
' misfortune. Cai dour ſurely is all that 


can be expected, or ſhould be ed, in 
life. I have the con ſolation 5 — „ that 
every one applauds my tate 20d my 
contrivance. I ſerved my cih Hauſe as 
Meduſa did the old man, cut it in pieces, 
cooked it up We ny art, and made it 
young again. Han my library, for they 
have ee witubat conſiderable 
name, 1 can ſiy, hic Qr-ferfpetuum ac 


alients mer ſibus efia 4 18 64 feet long 3 
at the eaſt is a n if 


dow that takes in 


4A a molt 
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In a bright evening the mountains in 


Wales are ſeen by an unaſlifted eye; on 


the north the higheſt hills in Ireland, 


more than a degree diftant from us, are 


beheld diſtinctly. The ocean with its 
iſlands, a large river, an harbour rich 
with ſhips, a city, an univerſuy, ſome 
villages, woods and meadows, and nearer 
hills of leſs and more cultivated height, 
are mingled together in the moſt amuſing 


contraſl.— Three windows on the ſouth 


p 


overlook a range of nurſcry-gardens, and 
meadows ever verdant, interſperſed with 
houſes, neat, white, and cheerful, where 
induftry and contentment ſcem married 
ard become the_parents of many child- 
ren. Round the place, an half circle of 
lofty hills, faſhioned in the moſt delight- 
ful ſhapes, like Virgil's Fame, tread on 
the earth, and lift their heads above the 
clouds, Could I have the joy to fee you 
in Dublin, you ſhould own this deſc: ip- 
tion not ſo delighiful as the reality. The 
room is 20 feet wide, and only 16 high, 


It is caved almoſt a third. An entabla- 


ture of the Jonic order over round the 
whole reom unbroken. The frize is en- 
riched with the Vitruvian ſcrole, adorned 
with its proper foliages. The ceiling is 
divided into thiee compartments ; the di- 
viſion made apreeable by the plain Vitru- 


vian fret, and the other work on the 


ceiling rather elegant than heavy and ex- 


panſive, The entablature is ſupported 


with two and thirty three-quarters columns 
of the Ionic order, which Rand on a pe- 
deſtal that goes round the room, exactly 
of the height of the window from the 


floor. In this pedefial are my largeſt 


books, between the pillars; my leſſer 
books are ranged uniformly round the 


room. In the weſt fide is the chimney, 


formed in the beſt taſte, ef an Iriſh mar- 
ble of an excellent poliſh ; over which I 
will place a buſt of the Chancellor, and 


on one ſide the Biſhop of Durham; and 


if I can get 2 noble copy of Mr. Edward 


Talbot, by Vanderback, he ſhall adorn 
the other; and then the three prrſons 


deareft to my heart, to whom I have hail 
the higheſt (I had almoſt ſaid the only) 


*bligations in life, will appear there to 


conſterate my expence, and do them ho- 


Nneur. In the eaſt end is my bow win- 


dow, exadly half a circle, whoſe diame- 
teris 10 feet. The glaſs is bent to an- 
ſxer thecurvature of the building. 


ELEGANT EPISTLES. Dodklll 
© a moſt variegated and extended proſpeQ. 


call me fo. 


1 have explained to you the room x 


large, that you way call me an exten. 


gant fellow, er juſtify me to. thoſe who 
If 1 live and do well, I hall 
ſpend my days here in an elegant and 
cheerful retirement, in old age and the 
vale of life: if I do not, thoſe who come 


after me need not grudge what I hate 


beftowed ; becauſe it will ſell to ſomeone 
who likes its beauty, perhaps for a 
much as it coſt, at leaſt for as much u 
any, who complain of it, could deſerve, 
If 1 could fee my old Engliſh friend in 
it, it would give me infinitely more joy 
than all the dead fine landſcapes I behold. 
My chief pleaſure here is in converlz 
tion with choſen friends, who bring learr- 
ing into chit-chat, and are not aſhamed 
of being cheerful, while they are talking 
on the moſt ſublime ſubjeAs We en- 
deavour to make the muſes, and all their 
polite arts, ferye as handmaids to adorn 
real wiſdom ; and introduce into our hearts 
every truth, that can make us love the 
Creator, or make us worthy his love; 
that can make us enjoy life ourſclyes, or 
contribute to make others do fo, with 
thank fulneſs as well as conter.tment and 
reſignation. Gentlemen and ladies, old 
and young, rich and poor, foldiers and 
biſhcps, meet together often in my library, 
and find ſomething in the converſation 
pleaſing, and not unuſeful to any of them, 
They all contribute their ſhare of the 
entertainment, and are moſt exquiſitely 
pleaſed when they pleaſe, : 

You ſee, my friend, my banifhment i 
not grievous, though it was ſevere, When 
they removed me from buſineſs and an 
aAive life, among my friends in my own 
county, they gave me ofzum cum digni- | 
tate inſtead of it. Perhaps the [weeteſt 
condition of man is to know what was 


beſt tor him. 


I have filled this letter in. talking on 
the wort ſubjeRt in the world, myſelf 
and my own concerns; but it is a fault 
that a friend will pardon, though it would 
be nauſeous to others; and the more par- 
donable, becauſe in this corner of the 
world, no news or adventures can hap- 
pen, fit to fill a letter. 550 

{ hope the very great wind which we 
had on Sunday the 13th of this month, 
did not reach you. Had it laſted long, 
it would have done inciedible miſchief ; 
but as it was, it run through the whele 
kingdom, killed ſome, and ruined mw 
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Sect. II. 
My moſt affect ionate ſcrvice to your 
lady and mother. Lam, my dear Taylor, 


yours moſt ancerely, &c. 


LEE ESR HL 


| Dr. Thomas Rundle to the Reverend 


Dean Clarke. 


Barrington, | 
My pran FRIEND, Sept. 9. 1740. 
IF | was not the moſt inactive mos tal 


living, I would quickly come to you, 
Gre you what eſteem, 


at Wincheſter, to a 
and affection for you ha h ever been in 
my heart; but, I believe, I mult defer 
my viſit to you till I can pay it in that 


city (Exeter) where I was educated, and 


which ſtill continues the delight of my 
imagination. 
the finelt climate, and mott agreeable 
place of refidence in England, yet it ne- 
ver appeared in ſo fair a light t» me, as 
1 will, when I ſee you prefiving in its 
cathetral. I have Rill ſome few valua- 
ble acquaintance left in that country, who 
will think themſelves happy in your 
friendſhip, and rejoice to perform to 
you all the ſelf-rewarding duties of good 


- neighbourhood 3 and I am confident they 
will think themſelves more obliged to 


me for making them known to you, than 
for all the other civilities it has ever been 
in my power to ſhew them, 1 
Your houſe there, as well as I remem- 
ber, is large, but gloomily ſituated un- 


. (der the ſhadow of the church; crowded 


with houles in ſuch a manner, as not to 


{uffer you to have any gardens of value; 


but the variety of public walks round 
the town, and the beau'y of the land- 
lcapes, and the warmth of the air, will 
mike you ample amends for every 1ncon- 
venience at home, if any ſuch there be. 
But I am juſt informed that you have 
not yet taken poſſeſſion of it. Whence 


this delay? 1 hope it is not from ind iffer- 


ence. If you go down next ſpring, I 
will offer you my company, if that can 
rake the journey more agteeable, 
You will hind there every thing that your 
boſpitahie heart can cHefre, in greater 


plenty, greater elegance, and at leis ex- 


pence, than in any city in England, and, 
| may almolt ſay, Ireland, if I am rot 
deceiyed by my memory and my friends, 


more luxuriant verdure ; the flowers glow 


Though I think it by far 
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Forgive my indulging myſelf in the. | 
praiſes of my ficſt love, to one who is 


to enjoy her beauties, whilſt I am ba- 


niſhed to Thult, far from funſhine, and 
the converſation of thoſe friends, whoſe 
company would make even Thule plea- 
fant, ard ſunſhine forgotten. If you 
have any tatte for gardening, and culti- 
vating and amaſling any kind of vegera- 
ble riches, the trees there ſhoot with a 
with warmer colours ; and the fruits ripen 
to a richer flavour, than in any part of 
this illand; and the fig and the grape 
ſcarce deſire better ſkies. ' PERS 
I am glad you are pleaſed with Colonel 
Folliot ; he is a fenfible, friendly, up- 
right man; irdefatigable in obliging 
thoſe for whom he nas conceived an 
efteem, and generous to the full ex- 
tent of his fortune. He has a tafte for 
the beauties of natuce, and indulges 
himſelf in the enjoyment of every rational 
amuſement of that kind, which he can 
purchaſe with diſcretion. You and he 
have many things in com non, in the 
ruin of your indefatigable charity, io re- 
lieve the diſtreſſes of mankind ; and our 
hoſpital for invalids, by his dexterity and 
diligence, was raif:d from being vox & 
præterea nibil, into a comfort for many 
hundreds of unhappy wretches ; and is 
now. an honour to our kingdom; and 
whilſt it continues fo, will preſerve to 
poſterity an account of the fortitude, and 
virtue, and wildom of Folliot, 

I intend to continue here till the meet- 
ing ef the parliament, ard then to te- 
move to Mr. John Talbor's, in Red Lion- 
ſquare. You know me well enough, to 
be ſure that the chief call I have mtv 
England is to enjoy the company of thoſe. 
friends, to whole family and affection I 
owe all the good fortune of y life. In- 
clination and gratitude united in deter- 
mining me to undertake my preſent jour- 
ney. I deſian to continue the winter and 
ſpring in London, and in the beginning 
of the fuinmer ſee my. other friends, and 
then return to Ireland for ever. I grow 
too old, ard too inattive, to propute 
any future expeditions. I have recovered 


my health and ſpirits, but not my ſtrength. 
I am infinitely better than ever I ex- 
pea. d, or could even hope for, without 
pr-ſumption 3 but yet the effe$&s of a 
Giftemper, as well as the i-firmitics of 
old age, will diſable me from any po- 


ipe& 


PE 
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peR of being hereafter fit for any thing, 
but talking in an elbuw-chair, | 
Ion 10 yau,. my triend, my ſituation 
in Ireland is as agireavie Ne us any 


- 


b could be, remare from the early | 


ciend{hips of my lite. I have been ſerved 
as, Plato in his commonwealth, would 
have Homer treated; „ tirſt,“ ſays the 
philoſopher, & do, um honours, reward 
4% his merit, and then —baniſh him.” At 
Dublin 1 enjoy the wolt, delighiful habi- 
tation, the fineſt landſcape, and the mild- 
eſt climate, that can be dreiciibed or de- 
ſired. I have a hob ſe there rather too 
elegant and magnificent ,; in the north an 
eaſy dioceſe, and a lage revenue, I 
have but thirty-five beneficed cleigymen 
under my care, and they are all regular, 
decent, and neighbourly ;. each hath con- 
ſiderable and commendable general lean- 
ing; but not one is eminent for any par- 
ticular branch of knowledge, And I 
have rather more curates, Who' are al- 
lowed by their rectors ſuch a ſtipend as 
hath, alas! tempted moit of them to 
mary; and jt is not uncom:ron to have 
curatcs that are fathers of eight or ten 
children, without any thing but an allow- 
ance of ferty pounds a yea: to ſupport 
them. k . b 

The only diſciplice that I have as yet 
exerted, hath been to diſcard thiee out 
of my dioceſe, who, though retuſed cer- 


uficates by me and wy clergy, have ob- 


tained good livings in America, and 
found room for repentance. If their for- 
mer misfortunes have been a warning to 
them, LI rejoice at their ſaccels ;. but if 
they are once more negligent of their 
conduct, theie is po farther beneficial 
pardon for their follies in this hte, 
though they ſhould ſincerely ferk it with 
tears. ; 

My Dean, your kinſman, is much be- 
loved at Derry, and is highly delighted 
with the preferment. That place was the 
firſt object of his fondneſs, and agrees 
with his conſtütution; his wite was born 
in it, and is related to great numbers 
near it. He is very gent rous, and a great 
economiſt; lives fſplesrd dly, yet buys 
eftates; and equally takes care of his 
reputation and his temily. Ihe income 
1s above 1300l. per ann. but he hath 
ſeven curates, to whom he is generous, 


'Þ: 14 a prefermert which will increaſe 


diy, ard the outgoings continue the 
lame. It is now a clcar 10001. aud will 
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next year be probably better. 1 have only 
oom to aſſure you that I am yours mot 
ſincercly, &s. 


Dr. Thomas Rundle to Mrs. Sandy;, 

Mapa, | 5 : | 
N Y Lord has commanded me to write 
1 to you. He hath the molt melan. 
choly excuſe for not doing it himſelf, that 
ever a poor father had. He hath lolt his 
ſecond ſon, the clergyman “, Who was 
the delight and honour of his father, and 


beloved by all mankind.. I have lot a 


friend, in whom I had placed all the 


- coinfort and happineſs of my lite. I ne. 


ver had a thought of pleafure, to which 
his company and converſation did not con. 
tribute the greateſt and molt awiable 
part. He gave a reliſh to all my expect. 
ations. Perhaps there may have been 
many ſuperior to him in learning; ſome 
few his equals in abilities, who have had 
the ſame accuracy of judgment, the 
ſame diſcernment, the ſame clearneſs of 
thought ; but what a divine world would 
this be, were there any numbers that had 
his ſweetneſs of temper, his ſincerity, his 
love for virtue! He loved nothing elle! 
— Une whole ambition of his life was to 
make others happy ; he valued his abili- 
ties only as they could contribute to that 


God like end. His converſation had as 


much ſpirit and wit, joined. with as much 
right ſenſe and inſtruction, as ever, when 
lingle, made men defired for their com- 
pany ; yet he valued theſe in himſclf, not 


as they made him beloved and praiſed by 


all, but his own ſhare of the ſatisfaction 
aroſe from the thought that he entertained 
oihe's, not from any ſuperiority over 
others on that account. My heart 1s full 
of affection for him. Nothing can be 
faid equal to his merit; oi can I exyrels 
my grief for his loſs, We lived together 
ten years in the moſt tender and endeated 
friendſhip. When in the ſame place, our 
ſouls were open to each other; in conver- 
lation, we thought aloud, When abſent, 


* Eilward Talbot, Arch4eacon of Berks, 
to whoſe trieniſhip Dr. Rundle owed his in- 
trodug ion to the fam dy, and confequent pfo- 
mot on. He died 1720. Very honourable 
mencion is made of him in the Life of Arch- 
b.thop Secker, by Drs, Porteus and Sti'uton, 
publithed in 1770. ö 
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our letters were the pictures of our ſouls, 


ad every poſt we converſed. I had no 
pleaſure 12 what his friendſhip gave 
. beg pardon, Madam, for my talking 
ſo much of my own ſelf and my ſorrows, 
when I ſhould be begging your aſſiſtance, 
by a kind letter, to comfort my poor 
Lord, So much, perhaps, you may 
learn from this letter, that 1 am unable 
to do it myſelf ; and therefore it my in- 
duce you to haſten your charity. put 
on a forced eaſineſs and cheerfulneſs 
when in his company, and make my 
looks belie my heart; but when I retire, 
{ am glad to indulge my grief, I loved 
him; I think all that know me will ſay 
that I loved nothing elſe. But I mult 
beg your excuſe, Madam, that I ſhould 
let my concern overflow, when L ought 
to be entertaining you; but I am ſue 
you are ſenſible of the pleaſure of friend- 
hip, and can forgive rudeneſſes Which 
are cauſed by ſuch a virtue. It is the 
only virtue that I can boalt my heart was 
ſincerely full of. Madam, your molt 


obedient, moſt humble ſervant, 


LL 6K 


From the ſame to the ſame. 


Maran, May 1729. 

Do not write to ente, tain you. Poor 

De. Clarke is dying“. Uhis morn- 
ing we thought him out of dar ger z but 
row he is going to his Newton. He is 
above cur pity. It is ſelfiſhneſs to la- 
ment him; but a ſelhſhnels that a man 
cannot love virtue without feeling, My 
heart is big with cencern ard rtendernels, 
and longing for the dear inſtruction of even 
his molt careleſs conver ſation 1 With what 
eale aud cheeituliels die! he familia ize 


knowledge, and bring the highctt ſubjects 


into the ſprightlinefs of converſation ! 
Religion pities the world for its not de- 
2 viag the bleſſing of his [weet authority, 
to top the torrent of infidelity amongtt 
the great. They knew his ſenſe and inte- 
gruy. They could not believe there was 


* Nr, Clarke died the 19th of May 1729. 
Mis iuneſs began on the 11th, from which he 
had fo tar recovered, as to give hopes of his 


- reltoration, till the day preceding his diſſolu- 


tion. Born Ott, 11, 1675 His memorrs, 
walten by Whiſten, p<f-d through three 
evitions ; fult publiſhed in 1732. 
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no truth in what he defended, o 

and for which he ſuffered. What pu- 
niſhment, good God ! art thou prepar- 
ing to inflict on a diſſolute world ! that 
thou calleſt out of it the ſervant who is 
belt prepared to promote thy bleſt deſire 
of making it wiſe and virtuous, and by 
them happy! but he is going to enjoy the 
re ward of his goodneſs. If there is a 
God (aud that there is, all Nature cries 
aloud in all ber works) he muſt delight 
in ſuch worth, ſuch love for truth, ſuch 
reſignation, ſuch active virtue; and that 
which he delights in, mutt be happy: 
happier than this world can make it, 
though he was happy here. Our preſent 
blethings are all that juſtice, can require; 
but are not equal to the bounty ot infi- 


nite goodneſs! What good man, that 


had it in his power to reward ſuch worth, 
but would rejoice in doing it? and doth 
any mortal preſume to think he loves 


virtue more than God doth ? what we 


would, he can reward ; and what he can, 
he wills, He who gave us being, when 
nothing but his own kindnefs prompried 
him, will be folicited more ſtrongly to 
continue it on ſo much worth, and to one 
who ſo amiably reſembled him. But why 
do my thoughts run on into ſuch medita- 
tions? I know not how ; tecollecting 
ſuch aſſurances, is the natural reſource of 
a mind opprett by the loſs of a triend he 
loved ; it is our only 


— 


I had almoſt forgot to lay, that 1 left 
London on Monday ; but wy thoughts 
are too much engaged, to think of any 
thing but the poor Doctor. I know you 
will be equally concerned with us. You 
knew him as well; and your goodneſs 
loved equally his viitue, Madam, yuurs 
acercely. : 


LETTER VL 
From the ſame to the ſame. 


Mapan, the 1729. 


Slucs you are ſo good as not to inſiſt 
on my paying you the debt of honour 
(for ſuch ſurely are promiſes) till I come 
to Durham; J will endeavvur then to be 
honelt, and return you thankfully both 
the principal and intereſt ; though it is 
an odd fort of payment, which will 
doubly increaſe my debt to you by your 
receiving 
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receiving it. I ought to have thanked 
you ſooner for your laſt; but hoping to 
get every poſt more time, I have ſquan- 
dered what I had, and am obliged now 
to write, not only in an huiry, but in 
company. You do not well to compare 
your manner of Writing to the workings 


bk the ſpider, though nothing can ſo ful- 


ly expreſs the native treafures and un- 
taught art that adorn your mind. I re- 
member the Egyptian writers in hiero- 
glyphics though: it fit to repreſent the 
Creator, ho produced all fro himſelf, 
and was conſcious of every thing which 
touched any part of this off-pring of bis 

er; and as much as 1 admne you, 
I will not allow you to apply to you. (-If 
what hath been conſectated before to fo 
peculiar a ſubject ; though if any bad a 
right, it would be one that makes it the 
amiable duty of hfe to reiemble the great 
mind in a much more hvely manner than 


can be expreſſed by that figured language, 
Mrs. Sayer begs your pardon for omitting. 
to thank Mrs. Sandys for her lampreys, 


and aſſure her that nothing was ever bet- 
ter; but do not wonder that the forgot it; 
when ſhe was writing, ſhe was too full of 
you, to think of even your preſents ; an 
this, Lord Archbiſhop of Cambray ſavs, 
is the true ſpirit of devotion when applied 
to an hi; her object; to be in that traut 


port of adwiation at his perfethons, 


which will even obſcure his very bounties, 
and make his infinite kindne(s unt egarded, 
and unthou;ht on; and it is no wonder, 
if fincere friendſhi» humbly imitates that 
noble natural working of the eatt, Which 
is only fiiendſhip ſublimed and enlar; ed, 
and only differs. from it as a rivulet doth 
from the ocean. 

My Lord a1 d Mrs. Talbot are ex- 
tremely well, and preparieg to remove 
into their {weet retirement; but ſwret as 
It is, it will be no-ways agreeable, till 
you animate the groves and meadows 
with -a muſic, which is more delightful 
than that of nigh ingales, your conver- 
lation. Spadille calls, and I muſt 
obey ; th-t preteaded enemy, yet trucſt 
friend, to wlenels ! that tyrant to defiroy 
the only joy of company, even whilſt he 
boaſts of his being ſociable } I may rail, 
but he will tiumph over me, and becauſe 
J hate him, he puniſhes me, but the loſs 
of time is worle than that ot monty; but 


thee is none but a Parthian viftory to be 


obtained over him, and I hope next 
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Monday to conquer by flying from him. 
I carry down with me the ton of the ſolici- 


tor“; if my converſation can be of any 


ſervice to him I ſhall rejoice ; for I would 
not live any longer, than I could get © 

portunities to ſhew my gratitude to that 
tamily, to which I owe all the happineſs 
and dignity of my life. He is perfe&ly 
ſober and innocent, and I would animate 
thoſe blank virtues with ſentiments of 
honour, and a noble zeal and ardour for 
the brave virtues, from whence at iſes the 
ſplendour and uſefulneſs of large fortunes, 


without which the enjoyment of them is 


only a gaudy idleneſs. —>padille, I come! 
I am unwillingly torn from you; but [ 
will {ti]] interrupt his diverſion, and ſul. 
pend his eagerneſs, till I have aſſured you, 
that I (hall receive no pleaſure at Durham 


ſo great as hearing from you, and thank. 


ing you for your letters. I am your 
molt ſincere, &c. 


LETTER VIL 
Dr. Thomas Rundle to Mrs, Sandys. 


Mabau, 1729. 
1 CouLD not ſuffer my ſervant to go to 

Milerden, without thanking you for 
the entertainment you gave us there, 
which had every thing in it that could 
make lite delightful ; and though your 
table was with the moſt elegant eaſe co- 
vered with the greateſt variety, yet the 
low pleaſures which the art of cookery 
can preten(| te beſtow, are not thought 
of when we reflect on the happineſs we 
erjoyed in your retirement. Converſa- 
non, which Milton rightly calls the food 
ot the foul, was the nobleſt feaſt, and 
angels themſelves would not think it be- 
low them to partake of, and enjoy an en- 
tertainment, which was — of wil- 


dom and virtue. 


My friend hath left me, and though I 
am till with other friends; whom gra- 
titude and inclination make me love, yet 
I know not how he hath fo taken poſſeſ- 
lion of my heart, that his preſence is no 
only the higheſt pleaſure to me nlelt 
like the beholding of ſunſhine, but like 
that, neceſſary alſo to make me view and 
receive pleaſure from all other the moſt 
beloved objects. 


* William, late earl Talbot. 


My 
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My Lord continues well, but methinks 
his air hath not that ſerene complacence 
in it that we admired at Miſerden ; there 
was ſomething then that ſhed a viadneſs 
over his countenance, and enlightened his 
featuies ; his look differs from what it 
then appeared, as a landſcape viewed in 
the ſhade doth from the ſame landſcape 
beheld in the brighteſt day. He defires 
that you would be ſo good as to ſend him 
ſome of your rob of elder; a medicine 
of which he is extremely fond, and of 
which I have the meaneſt opinion ; but if 
the juice itſelf hath no virtue, expeCta- 


tion may add ſome to it, and as many 


have found relief from an hearty good 
opinion, as from a natural efficacy; and 

if good is received, it is no matter whe- 
ther it be from the drugs or our own 
fancy. 1 | 

When I return to London, I hope to 
he able to furniſh out a letter of diverſion 
fur you; this place affords no accounts 
but of the murders and aſſaſſinations of 
innocent hares and pheaſants, which ſport 
of death I have a perverſe good nature in 
me, which, though reaſon juſtifies, is 
vnable to be ſubdued to approve of. If 
| could explain to my underſtanding that 
great myſtery of natural religion, the or- 
daining, that the life of ſome ſhould be 
ſupported always by the death of others, 
| ſhould believe it right, though unintelli- 
gible ; for what goodneſs hath evidently 
appointed is good ; and I would have re- 
primanded the relutance of my heart for 
diſliking what the Author of Nature, the 
Father of Mercies, hath choſen. But I 
think I fee clearly the wiſdom and bene- 
volence of this ſcheme of things; my 
reaſon is convinced, but my averſion to 
miſery is ſo indiſcreetly ffrong, that 
it overpowers my judgment, and I am 
downright vicious, ovt of an exceſs of 
goodneſs. This prevents my joining in 
the amuſements of the place, this and 
my laziueſs together; and though I am in 
a crowd of company 1 ſpend my day in 
folnude, 1 am, &c.. 


LET TSR YALE 
From the ſame to the fame. 
Mavan, July 16, 1730. 
] Have preſumed to ſend you a preſent 


of Mr. Thomſon's Seasons; a vo- 
lume on which reaſon beftows as mary 
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beauties as imagination. Tr is a ſubject, 
that our firſt parents would have ſung in 
Paradiſe, had they never been ſeduced, 
by the ſerene flattery of falſe knowledge, 
to foiſake humility and innocence, But 
they would ſcarcely have excited, by 
what they ſung, a purer praiſe of virtue, 
or higher raptures of adoration, than will 
warm your heart, when you read the de- 
ſcription of theſe rural ſcenes of the 
graces and benevolence of nature, Such 
writings give dignity to leiſure, and exalt 
entertainment and amalements into devo- 
tion, If 1 praiſe the pertormance more 
than it deſerves, cg an it as an honeſt 
art of giving value to my preſent : tor 1 
would not willingly offer any thing to you, 
of which I had not an high eſteem. But 
I conteſs, I am fo fond of poetry, that 
every attempt to unite and marry it 10 
virtue is extremely agreeable to me; and 
I can, on ſuch occaſions, ſcarcely forbear 
compoſing their epithalamium. Hail ſa- 
cred verte, thou eldeſt offspring of hu- 
man ingenuity ! before letiers were in- 
vented, numbers and the muſic of regu- 
larly unequal ſyllables retainer thoſe hiſ- 
tories in the memory of mankind, which 
then there was no ou'ward lerrning to 
preſerve, By thee, thoſe ſons of reaſon, 
arts, philoſophy, and laws, were nou- 
riſhed and educated ; men were civilized 
and ſociety made delightful. The chio- 
nicles of the Bards and the inſtructions of 
the Druids on every duty and ornament 
of life were adorned by harmony, and by 
pleaſing imagination were remembered 
with eaſe. | 

How much better known is the hunt- 
ing on Chiviot, than the glorious deeds of 
our anceſtors at Creſſy and Agincourt ? 
In verſe oracles were delivered to man- 
kind, The ſublimity, and beauty, and 
difficulty of that meaſured language were 
thought a proof that it came from more 
than mortal heings. Men have rot been 
unwilling to acknowledge every aſtoniſh- 
ing accompliſhment to he owing to the 
aſſiſtance of ſome divinity ; that whiltt 
they praifed thoſe noble abilities they 
might comfort their own vanity, and not 
think any of their brethren naturally © 
very much their ſuperiois ; for an oak 
was ſtil] an oak, though Jove returned 
his anſwers from it. 

In veiſe, men offered up their grati- 
tude in temples, though ſanRity of man- 
rers and an harmony of life were a more 


acceptable 
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acceptable ſacrifice than the moſt exalt- 


ed hymn; yet he, who hath poured 


beauty, and order, and regularity over 
all his works, reaſon cries aloud, ſurely 
delights in beauty. - What he delights 
in is amiable, and it is our honour and 


Privilege to delight in it alſo: to admo- 


niſh and aſſiſt us in doing this, they 
argued, ** let us conſecrate every thing 


** truly great, proportioned, and grace- 


« ful, in human arts and inventions to 
« his ſervice,” 

Poetry and muſic were thus introduced 
into public worſhip. The care of a de- 
cency in arranging and giving harmony to 
the order of their words taught an higher 
care of the infinitely more ſublime, more 
pleaſing decency of a right conduct in 
life; ard a right harmony amidſt the af- 


fections of the heart. Devotion thus was 


deemed flovenly and careleſs and unin- 


| fixuEtive, when ſeparated fiom verſe ; like 


coming 'into the preſence of a king un- 
dreſſed, it was a negligence, which was 
interpreted diireſpe&t. The defire of com- 
municating knowledge to each other, 
and expreſſing the gratitude and thank- 


fulneſs, with which they glowed towards 


heaven, gave birth to the ſweet art of 
adding muhc to words. They joined 
uniformity .and variety (in which every 
ſort of beauty conſiſts) to the. meaſures, 
with which their ſentences moved from 
the tongue. But a love of money and 
trade at laſt invented letters, embodied 
thought, and made ſounds become viſi- 
ble and immortal. 

There was then no longer a neceihiy to 
embalm ftories in veiſe, to induce men to 
remember them ; becauſe they could now 
be engraven on marble, or, what is more 
durable, on paper, and laſt to future ages 
in ſpite of the careleſſneſs of the preſent. 
Men having now their hearts turned to 


the adoration of the new goddeſs, daugh- 


ter 'of trade, unneceſſary riches, ne- 
pleted the pomp and dignity of that wor- 
ſhip, which was their joy, whilſt inno— 


' , cence and contentment with nature's 


bounty governed them. Veiſe, there- 
fore, and the laboured ſimplicity of its 
charms, were no longer cultivated for the 


temple, but the tawd y beauties, which 


trade invented, baniſhed her therce to 
ſeat themſelves in her place. Gold and 
embroidery, ſculpture and painting, wan- 
toned with mimic fivery, to captivate the 


heart, and recommended and pleaded for 


Book Ill. 
the ſ-rvice of that idol Superſtition, be- 


_ cauſe ſhe in return pleaded for their high 


uſe and religious value, | 

When poetry was degraded from he. 
ing the prieſteſs of nature, the ſoon was 
ſeduced to lend her office to. meaner pur- 
poſes, and became the ſervant of eyery 

ſſion in the tempter ; and vanity and 
ove chiefly retvined her in their ſervice, 
and flaitery and laſciviouſneſs were ſoon 
made too agreeable by her aſſiſtance. 
How worthy therefore is the deſign of 
chiding her meanneſs, to recall her to 
her bel high office of adorning piety, and 
raiſing an ambition after virtue, This is 
the intention of Mr. Thomſon's work, 
which I ſend you. I am willing to be 
blind to every imperfetion, where ſo 
woithy a with guided the pen. But what 
are the imperfections ! a rough or hard 


word, now and then indulged to lift his 


numbers above proſe, and make the pal- 
try gingle of rhime unneceſſary ; the re- 
petition of the ſame phraſe, every where 
highly proper perhaps; but the warmth 
of writing concealed from him the-re- 
membrance, that the 1eader is, though 
the writer 1s not, cool enough to demand 
variety; a hint not worked up to the 
height which our unexperienced imazi- 
nation thinks it might be carried ; but if 
we had tried ourſelves, we ſhould wonder 
at the dignity to. which words have raiſed 
it, Theſe and ſuch mighty imper fections 
offend thoſe who are untouched enough 
to be ſo minutely judicious, But the fen- 
timents of liberty, of vi:tue, of generous 
manly piety, hurry away my approba- 
tion, and I have not leiſure enough to be 
ſagacious. | 
The moſt amuſing paintings of poetry, 
that ſwiftly tranfport me | from. ſcene 
to ſcene of natme, ever charming, ever 
wondertul, fo fil my heart with rapture, 
that I forget the pott and myſelf, and 
am only attentive on him and his works, 
whole goodneſs o:dained the preſent on 
uſeful proportion of theſe changes, which 
are in all their majeſty of wiſdom placed 
before my reaſon to demand its gratitude. 
Ont of the abundance of the heait the 
pen as well as the tongue ſpeaketh, and 
my love of poetry hath made me forze!, 
to what an irdrcent length of pratfe [ 
have ſuffered it to ramble and take up 
that paper, which ſhould be allotted to 
more epiſtolary ſubjects. i 
I velterday was at Aſted; my Lowd 's 
, better, 
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better, and intends. to ſee you this ſum- 
mer. But Dr. Sayer flatters me, that he 
will ſoon give me an opportunity of per- 
forming my promiſe, and viſit you at 
Miſetden. We have no news, and icarce- 


ly know what news to debre 3 war people 


expect, they blame our miniſters tor de- 
ferring it ſo long ; but whenever it is be- 


gun, they will, with higher clamour, 


blame them for not preventing it. Dr. 
Clarke's Sermons is the'only book of note 
or value, which hath been lately publiſh- 
ed; thoſe you will read; and then you 
will d:ſpiſe all the praiſes and all the cen- 
ſures of them ; the firſt cannot increaſe, 
or the other lefſen, the opinion your own 
judgment will give you of thoſe perform- 
ances, If any thing which can' enter- 
tan you ſhall be publiſhed before I leave 
London, I will bring it with me, rejoi- 
cing in the treaſures of other people's wit 
to divert you, who can pretend to none 
of my own ; but whether I can be ſo for- 
tunate or no, I doubt not of being wel- 
come to you, who value nothing 16 your 
friends lo much as their ſincerity and 
good-nature, the firſt of Which, in my 
proteſſions of value for you, none mall 
exceed, and 1 ſhall learn the other from 
your example, Iam, Madam, your, &c. 


LETTER 1% 
Dr. Rundle to Mrs. Sandys. 


| Manan, 1730. 


Wear can I write to Mrs. Sandys on 
this ſad ſad occahon ? Look into 
your own heart, and that will tell you 
what I feel, better than any words I can 


. uſe to deſcribe my ſorrow. 1 have loſt, 


| have loſt my patron, triend, father“ 
To him I owe all the happineſs I have 
ever enjoyed in life; all the cou, fort (if 
lite hath any f tur comfort for me!) that 
| am ſtill to receive, flows from his bounty 
tome! I ſaw him in miſery. who never 
before was beheld by any that depended 
on him, but with gratitude aud pleaſure 
0 look on him, who loved us all, was a 
y chat made us reliſh the goed for:une 
with which he had bleſt us. What can 
go to ſhew my ſen ſe of gratitude to him? 


- the labour of my life, the ambition of 


my life, (hall he to enjoy the ſatisfaction 
ob ating with a regard and love to his 


* diſuop Talbot, who died Oct. 12, 17 39. 
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dear dear memory. He hath left Mrs. 
Talbot, though in no great, yet in no 
diſtreſſed condition. She hath 343ol. a 
year, paid to her free from deductions, 
and by the generoſity of Mr. Talbot, no 
inconſiderable ſum to relieve her preſent. 
wants, and reward thoſe who ſhall ſhew * 
her re pect, and oblige ber if ſne pleaſes 
to preſetve it. Mr. Talbot's behaviour 
on this occaſion hath been ſuch as be- 
comes the beſt man and bett ſon that ever 
lived, He hath ſhewn a generoſity, and 
tenderneſs, and regatd to his poor dear 
beloved father, which will make him not 
only as he ever was, the admiration, but 
the love, of all who know and love vir- 
tue. Poor Mrs. Sayer! you know the 
ſenſibility of her temper, and how it muſt 
have been wounded by this dreadful un- 
expected calamity! I want to be with 
you to pour out my heart on this diſtreſs ; 
you would aſk a thouſand quettions, 
and I ſay a thouſand things, that con- 
ver (ation give iſe to, that one can 
neither think on when writing, nor would 
be proper to be written, When I am 
more at eaſe, I will write more to you on 
this dreadful ſubject. Grief is never 
talkative at fiiſt, but after the ſorrow is 
ſubſided a little, there 18 melancholy plea- 
ſure in talking on the dear occaſion of it, 
and by frequent renewing it, to fami- 
liarize it to the thought, and make it not 
only more eahly borne, but have a fort 
of honeſt pride in being able to bear it. 
I know not how. human nature often en- 
joys grief at laſt, and turns the poiſon 
1:(elf into a kind of cordial. | 

My poor dear friend is under the deep- 
eſt affliftion; he loved my Lord, my 
Lord loved him. Though he made his 
will before the Doctor was married, my 
Lord made him his executor, with Mr. 
Talbot ; though a troubleſome, yet a 
pleaſing office, as it is a pleaſure to be 
eltremed and krown to be ſo by ſuch a 
man, eſpecially to him, whoſe chief en -; 
joyment in Iite is the pleaſure of labour- 


wg to ſerve thoſe he loves. Your, &c. 


LETTER X, 


From the ſame to the ſame. 


Mapamn, OA, 24z 1730. 


TH condition of our grief has no va- 
tiety, and therefore affords nothing 


for me to write different from for · 
mer; time, which ſtifles the firſt tumult of 
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affection, gives leiſure for thought to 
look around, but alas! the more ſeri- 
oully we think, the more ſtrongly we feel 
the calamity of his loſs ; and the forrow 
which at firſt was only paſſion, is now 
reaſon. It is reaſon indeed, but ſelfiſh ; 
and that concern, which arifes from con- 
ſidering it as a nisfos tune and diſtreſs to 
one's ſelf, though moſt natural to feel, it 
is unbe coming to acknowledze. That 
tender lamentation, which flows from 
ratitude and love of benevolence, which 
| Amy that kindneſs to nfelf was the 
foundation of it, is that alone which vir- 
we will permit us to indulge; becauſe it 
cheriſhcs in the heart the fame amiable 
graces we melancholily commend. 
theſe alone deſerve our tears of fondnels 
in him, thefe alone can excite the ſame 
fentiments of eſteem towards ourlelves ; 
and what ma is ſo mean, as not to de- 
fire to be beloved ? But even this gene- 
rous and improving grief is to be watch- 
ed over ard reſtrained, left it ſoftens us 
too much, difables us from performing 
the dnties of life, and defiroys that meek 
and cheerful reſignation to the nature of 
things, that Providence hath ordained ; 
| which alone can make us paſs through 
this life with comfort. That gratitude 
of ſorrow towards others is bad indeed, 
- which makes us repine, diſcontented and 
ungrateful, to him our ſupreme Bene- 
factor. When one is calm and alone, 
ſuch re flections throw the mind into a 
melancholy compoſure, and one refolves 
to ſubmit to thofe accidents which the 
condition of humanity requires us to feel 
nd ſubmit to. But every new friend we 
meet, every new occaſion, filences theſe 
whiſpers of religious philoſophy, and the 
heart prevails over the underftanding ; 
grief is again awakened, and one almoſt 
thinks it right to ad againſt reaſon, and 
place a kind of ſublime virtue in being 
ſelf-condemne1, Among the many ca- 
lamities 'which attend his death, there 
is one which, though it may app:ar 
trifling to vulgar minds, you will think 
is no ſmall misfortune ;—he was the cen- 
tre, which drew ard united together ma- 
yy of us into a ſweet ſociety of friends. 
where we met to enjcy the pleafures of 
converſation, with freedom, and that 
mutual goodwill and confidence, which 
alone makes friendſhip fincere ; without 
which, it is only well bred hypoeriſy, or, 
lize echo, a mere ſound, without a ſub- 
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ſtance; before him, we dared open the 
ſentiments of our cautious hearts, and the 
obſervations or ſuſpicions of our inqui. 
ries ; and though we were of opinion 
different from thoſe he embraced, he had 
the greatneſs of mind not to diſſike thoſe 
he thought miſtaken ; and from this va. 
riety of opinions he ſaw among thoſe 
whoſe learning and ſincerity he valued, 
he obtained that wiſdom of charity with 
which ſo few are ever enlightened, that 
our duty is to be of one heart here, and 
it will be time enough to be of one mind 
hereafter, To repair this loſs as much as 
we can, I refolve, when in London, to 
live with my friend, whoſe friendſhip 
row is the chief happineſs I propoſe in 
hfe; but to confeſs fincerely, I have a 
ferupulous uneaſineſs at the figure I muſt 
make to the world, in living long in 
town from my preferment, when 1 have 
no call, but my own pleaſure, to make 
me do fo, 

Whilſt my Lord lived, the duty of at. 
tending the belt benefactor, juſtified my 
abſence to the world and myſelf ; but 
now, though I] have no cwe of fouls * 
to demand conſtant attendance, yet, me- 
thinks, people will helicve it ill beftowe| 
preferment on one, who ſeems to haye 
no buſineſs in life, but in the dignity of 
polite idleneſs to gratify himfelt, The 
gratification of myfelf, indeed, will ariſe 
from what is ever amiable, ever praiſe- 
worthy, the friendſhip of a man of ihe 
beſt ſenſe and virtue; but this cannot be 
ſeen by all, who obſerve my having no- 
thing here to do; and though it is the 
hardeſt,' yet it may be a neceſlary ff. 
denial to refuſe an indvlgence of thus 
moſt reaſonable ſatisfactions, rather than 
injure a reputation z when the power of 
doing good in life, and the honour of re- 
ligion may in ſome meaſure depend on it. 
This will certainly oblige me to ſhend nv 
ſmall part of the ſummer in the north, 
which now I fear will ever be made mort 
bleak and diſagteeable to me, than the 
niggardlineſs of our ſunſhine hath yet 
mode it, by the abſence of thoſe I love. 
How vain are the ſchemes we propoſe! 
How did we flatter ourſelves with weet- 
iog there together yext ſummer, apd en- 
joying the bett pleaſure of life, the con 


* Dr, Rundle's preferments were, 2 he 
b-nd of Durham, and the Archdeatonry o 
Wilts, prior to his a&vancement to the mit't, 
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verfation of friends, whoſe very trifling 
aud unbendings are diitinguiſhed by goo | 
ſenſe, as well as their collected behaviour. 


1 ſhall never ſte you there more | My. 


unkind, though generous fortune, will 
oblige me io rei1ire from thoſe I love, in 


that ſeaſon of the year, when only they 
will be able to have what they and I mot 


yalue, the leiſure of being happy in your 
com pany. I 

Mrs. Talbot is ill, but bears her miſ- 
fortune as well as could be expected or 
wiſhed. I know not how, age bears af- 


 hiftion beiter than youth; paſſions are 


rot in them fo ſtrong, and therefore, 
their leſs ſtrength is ſufacient to ſupport 
then ; p3t@on is one kind of fever, and 
levers always are moſt dangerous in young 
aid healthy conſtitutions ;, the mind, as 
well as the body, grows callous by ule, 
and as age hath been more expoſed to af- 
u ions, ſo it is hardened to them, by 
having often endured them. 

She deligns to live with her nephew 
Young, and hath taken a leſs, bui hand- 
ſomer houſe, than that my Lord lived in, 
near Groſvenor-(quare, Where we ſhall 


be thrown, is not yet determined ; but 


wiczever I am, the whole felicity I can 
promiſe myſelf, muſt ariſe from loving 
and being beloved by thoſe whoſe virtue 
and right hearts, and good ſenſe, make 
converlation an imitation of felicity, ſu- 
verlor to mortality; and, whilit this is 
my taite and ambition, you cannot won- 
der that I am deſirous to ſubſcribe my- 
ſelf, your, &c. | 


LETTER XL. 


Dr. Thomas Rundle to Mrs. Sandys. 


Manpanm, $720. 
V Rs. Talbot hath at laſt prevailed on 
A herſelf to read your letter; and 
though ſhe was overwh:ImeJ with ten- 
dernels and tears at your ſenſe and par- 
taking of her lots, yet your goodeſs 
gave her as great pleaſwe as it is poſ- 
{le tor her to receive in her preſent 


condition, Nothing moſt certainly can 
aſſitt any heart with greater anxizty 


than” grief, ſickneſs, and the perplexity 
ot preparing for a new, and alas! dif- 
dient ſcene of life, than that in which 


| ſhe hath ſo long been happy; and 


I theſe unite to contribute their ſhaie 


** * 1 * * oy * 1 * . 
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to fill up her diftrels. If the reſpect 
of thoſe WO loved my Lord can any 
way I-ſſen her feeling the ſad change, 
ihe will always be ſecure of being treatefl 
in the beſt manner that the beſt people in 
the world can think it becomes them 
to behave towards one for „whom my 
Lord had the higheſt affection and eſteem. 


Every day prefents us with ſome new 


melancholy ſcene, which awakens our 


grief, and ſeems to vpbraid us with our 
loſs. bs 
At preſent inventories of all that be- 
longed io him are making, in order to 
be diſpoſed of; and among the reit his 
books mult be fold ; which obliges me to 
ſay, that in a ſhort time we will ſend 
you down a catalogue of what belonged 
10 him, among thule whi.h were ſent to 
you, to deſire that you would! read thoſe 
tirſt, as being likely to be ſooner wanted 
than the others. Though we may robyou 
of part of your entertainment, I hope we 
ſhall always be able to fen4 others in 
the plice of them; it is pity you ſhould 
be deprived of that rational luxury you 
are fond of. The temper of your mind 

is molt exactly deſcribed in a line of 

Pope's, corrected and improved by 

Thomson, : iT | * 
———-A friend to learned eaſe, . 
Content with ſcicnce in the vale of peace. 
And ſince your ambition hath choſen the 
berer part, it is the duty of all that 
value you, to take care that it tha!l not 
be taken from ou. 5 
There is a few piece of T. Chubb's ©, 
which will he ſoon publiſhed, containing 
a vindication of God's char fer, againſt 
thoſe who repieſent him as approving 
his creatures, not ig proportion to their 
goodneſs and reſembling his own pertec- 
tions; but requiring them to perſeck 
thoſe natural amiable graces by perform- 
ances of no uſe or comelineſs, but merely 
becauſe they were appointed. He is in- 
ſolent enough in his zeal of reaſon, to 
date expoſtulate with no leſs a perſon 
than the Biſhopof London, for injuring, 
as he terms it, in tbe (ſimplicity of an 
* Thomas Chubb was originally a mecha- 


nic at Malmeſbury; but, having an extraordi- 


nary (acuity of reafoning, became a formida- 
ble controverfialiſt, without the leaſt know- 
ledęe of the clathe Languages. Hisfirſt tract 
was againſt Dr, Clarke's doctrine of the tri- 
nity. His op nous Were ablolutely heretical. 
He dicd 1747. 


unlearned 
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unlearned heart, the reputation of the 
Almighty, by abuſing reaſon, the gift of 
Got to gan for his conduct; throwing 
the blame due to their negligence on 
the imperfection of his imparted light, 
which proved an ignis fatuus to miſlead, 
inſtead of Fviding them to his approba- 
tion and their duty. You ſhall ſee what 
common ſene can do, when neither im- 
proved ot ſpoilt by 1eadinng. I have got 
a bad habit of wilting long letters; but 
I will not make an apology when | write 
to you, becauſe you have the leiſure to 
zermit me to be impertinent ; and if it 
is no otherwiſe agreeable, it will ſerve 
to give a variety to your ſolitude, I am 
your, &c. f 8 . 


LETTER XI. 
Dy. Thomas Rundle to Mrs. Sandys. 


Mapan, 4 09. 
J Havt your watch, which I will ſend 
1 to you by the firſt opportunity, that 
I can' meet with, and at the ſame time 

' fend you the performance of "Thomas 
Chubb again the Biſhop of London “. 
How taucy a thing is 1eaſon, to dare 
inſſie an literate fellow to attack a 
man of profound learning and power, a 
very Goliah in controverſy, and hope 10 
deſtroy him by ſuch a weak arm's 
throwing this ſmooth ſtone at his fore- 
head ! Fie upon the iniclence of human 
reaſon! What ſucce's he hath, or ought 
to have, you will know when you read 
him. He will be railed at by the world- 
ly-learned, the faſhionable-wiſe, the much 
commended prudent ; ard admired by 
the very few truly knowing and good, 
and by all the libertines. For alas! the 
diſſolute think, pulling down any popular 
argument is pulling down the truth it was 
offered to ſupport; and fooliſhly imagine, 
that deſtroying the indiſcreet reaſoning 
of any wiiter in defence of religion, 
is oppoſing the religion itſelf, and ſhew- 
ing there is nothing in it. And that un- 
happy voluntary blunder of the aban- 


* Fntitled “ A diſcourſe concerning rea- 
fon with regard to religion and divine reve- 
lation: wherein is ſhewn, that reaſon either 
is, or elfe that it ought to be, a ſufficient 
guide in matters of religion; occaſioned by 
the Lc rd Biſhop of Londcn's ſ:ccnd paſtoral 
letter. 8vo, 1730.“ 
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doned, hath given thoſe, who defend 
and blend their own ſchemes and deſigns 
with religion,” an unhappy opportunity 
to rail at all who do not ſubmit to the 
whole of what they plead for, or do not 
approve of their treacherous manner of 
pleading for truth itſelf; they cenſure 


them for joining in with the enemies of 


religion and virtue, and by that means 
make the pious weak people deteſt thoſe 
they ſce thus miſiepreſented. This int. 
midates more cautious people (who la- 
ment ſecretly the ill uſage thoſe can thug 
make of oppoſition to 4 from 
oppofing them. This bath prevented 
numbers from ſhewing their diſlike of 
what hath been ſaid to the diſhonour of 
reaſoning and ſubſtituting means, inſtead 
of (what is the perfection of God him- 
But I have no time for 
ſuch reflections. 

Mrs. Talbot is fo very ill, that Mis, 
Sayer, though I do not, gives her over 
abſolutely as gone: I think her caſe is 
extremely dangerous, but not deſperate. 
She thinks ſhe will not live many days, 
nor can ſhe, if ſhe grows not better ſoon ; 
ſhe continually vomits and purges, voids 
blood, aud hath kept no nouriſhment ſince 
Sunday. Grief made her apply for conſo- 
lation io, what ſhe was never much uſed 
to, ſtrong cor dials; that trezcherovs flat- 
tering Syren, whom ſo many ſtill believe, 
though they daily ſce the numbers it de- 

ſtroys, that gave, after ſhort refreſh- 
ment, a colic; this required larger 
doſes, theſe again gave vomnings, which. 
demanded ſtill larger doles : the thort eaſe 
was aitiibuted to its power; but not the 
creaſe of miſery which followed, The 
Doctor railed at it, his medicines came 
too late to overcome this evil ſoon ; and 
therefore, in natural impatience of fick- 
neſs, were deſpiſed; and the old ſhort- 
lived interval of. eaſe again deſired, 
which ſtill increaſed the diſtemper and 
diſappointed. all the remedies, Youis 
lincerely. | 


EET TER NE 
From the ſame to the ſame.” 


Manan, Jan. 30, 1730-31: 
MY rambling life is over, and now | 
ſhall have the leiſure of performing 


the duty of writing to my friends; - 
pe 
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ſpent this Chriſtmas in Berkſhire, with 
Mr. Talbot and his. delightful family. 
No man is more happy than he is, in the 
proſpe&t of ſeeing many noble and great 
branches ſpring from his root. Wit and 
ſprightlinels, when they accompany good 
ſenle and virtue, will recommend the 
moe worthy qualities, and make them 
doubly ſucceſsful ; and theſe are united 
in a ſweet contraſt in his ſecond boy, who 
was this Chriſtmas with us. 


him thoughtful and induſtrious, but will 
preſerve theſe uſeful accompliſhments 
trom and that unſociable ſelf- 
ihnels which too often deforms learn 
ing. The third is all life and gaiety, 
good-natute and innocence, with the 


fureſt bloſſoms of reaſon, -which the 


care of Mr. Talbot, in his education, 
will ſecure from being blaſted and ripen 
into abundance. 

How mean a fight is the ſpring, with 


all its beauties, when compared to the 


opening of youth, with ſo full a promiſe 
of every virtue, to-give joy to themſelves, 
and happineſs and cernament to their 
count'y | His eideſt is at Paris, ane 
behaves as one would wiſh he ſhould be- 
have. His rough Engliſh love for liberty 


. Offains the en brojdered f(lavery that 


elitters in that tiifling cout. He hates 
chains, though made of gold; ard con- 
temns 2 nation, who can be mean eno-gh 
to he contented and in love with wretch- 
ednets, becauſe it hath a painted face. 
With a fort of virtuous furlineſs, his gout 
lente is fo much offer deg at their flattery 
of tho;e that oppreis them, in that chain 
ot mutual flaves and tyra: ts, that deſcends 
from the highe(t to the loweſt among 
th:m, that one zlmoft fears he ſhould, 
inſtead of learning complaiſarce in that 
polite tcheol of diſſimulation, run coun- 
tet to the manners he hates, ard be in 
danger of growing in love with that plain- 


A a : 
dealing Which is now no where taſhiona- 


ble, if tis good ſenſe and good-nature did 
nut fecure him from it; the firſt teaches 
al, that civility and. obligingreſs is a vir- 
tut as much due, as more important 
branches of juſtice; the other, that bene- 
volence in the heatt, will accommodate 


Iifelt to all ard throw light and amiible- 


eis over the behaviour; and he that 
knows this, is well bred by ratue, 
tagugh he makes a bow awkwardly, aud 
never learnt to cut a caper. 


There is a 
cheeiful gravity in the next, which makes 


E RAMES-: 


To-morrow Dr. Sayer and Mrs. Sayer 
return to London,; the firit is better; but 
Mrs. Sayer, 1 think, rather worte than 
uſual ; think her 1linefs is rather trou- 
bleſome than dangerous. Mr. with 
his whole family ate come ſale to town, 
and have brought with them, 
who every day grows a more delightful 
girl. She hath an ambition to obtain 
every. accompliſhment, and hath ſenſe 
enough to uſe them, to puichale real 
eſteem, not to nouriſh vam!y. x 
promiſe to make themſclves happy 1a 
ſeeing Miſerden this ſummer in their 
journty from Bath: Mrs: Sindys' re- 
co:mm-ndations are never forgotten by 
me, though I cannot always have oppor- 
tunity to ſhew I take notice of them. 

The boy you recommended for a ſer- 
vant, I could provide for at preſent, in 
the belt place he could d:tue, and in the 
way of preferment, il his age is not an 
ohjectian. I ſhould be glad to receive 
vomediately an account of his Raqure, 
looks. age, and general charaGter ; it he 
hath the look of a bay, it Cunot do; 
but it he bath a ſerious and decent ap- 
pearance of a man, I may perhaps get 
over the difficulty of his real age, on fe- 
count of his right ac-ompliſiinents tor 
ſuch an employment as he well ba put 
into, He mult wear a hvery, and can- 
ſtantly attend a man of the greatelt dig- 
rity, and therefore the figme of a lad 
cannot be admitted. The polt is going, 
and I will finiſh at pretent, but write to 
you a more entertaining letter ſpeedily. 
1 am, &c. | 


LESTER XV: 


From the ſame to the ſame. 


Manam, March 18, 1930-31, 
1 Au quite aſtoniſhed, when I recollect 

how long fince it was that I writ laſt 
to you, who onght to have been the lait 
perſon in the world neg lected by me. I 
have had of late, indeed, bot little heart 
to write to any one, much leſs to you, 
before whom I would never willingly ap- 
pear, but with ſpirit and good humour. 
But how could JI have either, when a 
triend, whom I moft ſincerely, moſt ten- 
derly love, hath been ſo long in danger? 
This is the fourteenth day in which poor 
George Sayer hath been [trugeling with 
a violent fever, You know Mrs, Sayer 
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ſufferings, and the uncertainty for the 
life, of fo delighiful, fo valuable a rela- 


tion! I am almoſt afraid to ſay that 


we have any aſſurance, even yet, of his 
ſafety, fo many accidents diſappoint the 


credulity of hope, and nyake the promiſes 


of phyſicians of no more certainty. than 
a fortune-teller's, though they often, 
perhaps, both contribute to bing about 
what they ſoretel, and by perſuading the 
imagination that it muſt he, make «i be. 
They at preſent comfort us with the ex- 
pectation that all danger is over, aud 
though this gives refieſhment, it cannot 
reftore quiet to the mind immediately, 
which hath been terribly wounded] in that 
part of it which is molt ſenſible, friend- 
ſhip. My concern hath been deeply in- 
creaſed, by having been confined from 
him. The many, many hours, that I 
have ſpent in gloom and folnude of late, 
have given my thoughts opportunity 4 
torment themſelves. Imap ivation in ab- 
fence can augment every poſſibility of 
danger, and by his bad magic trand- 


form every trifle into a monſter to terrify. 


Though I know I could have been of no 
ſer vice to him if preſent, yet not be- 
ing preſent, males me dread let things 
are-worſe than they are repreſented, or 
than I ſhould judge them if I (aw them 
and if withing to be with, a friend in fick- 
neſs is not out of kindneſs to him, .it is, 
at leaſt, out of a right kind of jelfſh- 
neſs. I am uncertain whether you know 
the little: misfortune which pevents ny 
arterdirg him; about twenty-five days 
ago, | was, in prepoſterous attivity, fkip- 
ping actofs the ſtreet to avoid a coach, 
ny favor tirnel under me, ard Lell in 
the kennel. I found 1 had bust mytelf, 
but ſuſpeéted only a ſtrain, but it was 
diſcovered at laſt, that a little bone was 
broken, which time and patience alone 
will folder, and make me a ſound man 
again; and lam forced, to the mirth of 


. my friends, and my own fanisfatiion, to 
ftretch my eno: mous length of a leg on 


a couch, and be contented to he a pri- 


ſoner tor fix or ſeven weeks, bound to 
The pain I have 


my good hehaviour. 
endured is not comparable to the fatigue 
of doing nothing. It I could have been 


with thoſe J love, jt would have been an 
agreeable confinement, but »whilit they 
are obliged to be at another'place, it 1s 
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and the Doctor too well, not to fert what 
they have felt, under the anxiety for the 
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terrikle to me to be thus from them; but 
J have not time for complaints. Com. 
pany hath been fo good as to amyu'e me 
the greateſt part of this day, and ſcarce 
lett me time to ſay 1 hope ſoon to have 
an opportuni'y of ſrnding you a mug 
agreeable letter, and to allure you, that 
no one is more ſincerely ſenſible of your 
goudnels to him, than, Madam, your, &, 


L ETH ELN. 
Dr. Thomas Rundle to Mrs. Sandyi. 


Mapam, Durham, Sept. 24, 1731. 

TE. joy with which yau received ny 

laſt falſe account of my deareſt dear- 
eſt friend's being out of danger “, will 
increaſe your oMiQtion, at reading the 
dreadful account that L muſt now fend 
to you, He was then, indeed, out of 
danger; but the blunders or wickednels 
of a phy ſician, fainily of great reputztion 
in this country, gave him tlfat very vight 
I ſent away my letter, an oiate which 


hath killed him. 


That deareſt deareſt creature died on 
Toeſday laſt, lawented by all : for he 
was the common triend of all, the joy of 
al! that knew him. What will be your 
affliction ! what is mine! how dreadful 
is oor. Mis. Sayer's ! 1 with we may be 
able to cairy her alive to London ! How 
can I aſk. you to pity us, who will equally 
want it yourſelf ; for you ſaw his worth 
and loved him accordingly. The tender 
things he faid to me, when he feared that 
his liſe was endangered, from our fend- 
ing for ſa many other phyficians, ſhall 
ever be forgotien by me. 1 loved no- 
tfing like him whilit he lived, and now 
he is gone, will love others in the pro- 
portion he loved them. I knew his 
ſacred friendſhip for you, and this 
thought will increaſe towards you that 
of your, &c. | 
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From the ſame to the ſame. 


Aſhdown-park, 
ManDan, Friday morning, 1731- 
* ſervant who brings you this is the 
perſun to whom the important truſt 
of conducting the black colony into Waks 


Mr. George Sandys. 


Sect. II. 


is committed; and I could not ſuffer any 
one to go from hence, without ſending 
von an account of the health of that ta- 


mily for whom you have the good eſs to 


he concerned. I hear that Mrs. Sayer is 


by no means worſe than when 1 left her; 


that ſhe appears with as much eaſe as ſhe 
hath done ſince her misfortune, and 


. though not with cheerfulneſs, yet with 


Teedom. But I confeſs, I gather but 
little hope from theſe fair appearances, 
becauſe in company with thale ſhe loves, 
her goodneſs would conceal, with a well- 
bred deceit, that pain which ſhe knew 
would give pain to her company. 

This litdl: folttary ifland, in the midft 
of a vaſt verdant ocean, ſecured from 
the intruhon of chance company and 
the interruption of buſineſs, can afford no 
nens to fill a leiter. Every one that in- 
|abits it, is gay and happy according to 
their various ranks and deftires. Philo- 
ſophy, exerciſe, and cards, hoſpitality 
profuſe in generoſity without luxury, 
credom uncontrolled by any thing but 
voluntary decency and ever-waketul rea- 
ton, mirth that ſeems 40 neglect thought- 
fulrels, but ſhews, by its becoming eaſe 
and gracefulneſs, and infinuating in- 
trution with amiable negligence every 


moment, that it hath vſed it much in 


"rivate, as the carriage of a gentleman 
'hews he hath learned to dance, though 
ne doth not in company lead vp a minuet 
or cut a caper, vary our hours and 
heighten each other's pleaſures by the 
perpetual change. All the nine muſes 
came hither with Mr. Thomſon, wit and 
{yrightlineſs with Billy, and wiſdom 


* \ihough fhe left her (olemn (tate behind 


her) with the ſolicitor. From this de- 
ſcription, you will imagine that I am 
very happy, though I contribute. but lit- 
tle to the entertainment, b-fides becom- 
mg a pleaſed auditor, which is as eſſen- 
tial a character to fill up a ſociety, as that 
of he beit performer in any of thoſe 
delizhttul acts of diverſion above men- 
honed, But no 1apture can ever ſo en- 


die my thoughts as to make me forget 


vr neptect my friend, or lo'e an opportu- 
"Hy of *{turing you that I am, Madam, 


. 5 war, &e, 
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LET PER A. 
From the ſame io the ſame. 


Manzm, Edgcomb, Chrilimas Day. 

Sven the diſloyal winds will not obey 

the commands of the monaich of the 
ſeas, the Chancellor is prevented from 
viſiting in theſe holidays his tattered pa- 
lice at Barrington“, where the froft and 
the rain, we hear, have taken poſſeſlion 
of every room, and d-fy his authority to 
diſlodge them, without pulling * their 
dreary manhon down to the ground. 
This denies me the opportunity ot ſreing 
you this Chriſtmas; but it is a fortunate 
diſappointment, which will give you x 
much greater ſatisfaction thay you could 
receive from chit-chat with a friend, an 
opportunity of doing good. But though 
am deprived of the pleaſe of talking 
with you now, I ri ſolve to make myſelf 
full amends before I leave this kingdom; 
and when the weather is leſs dangerous 
tor a valetudinarian, 1 determine to cir 
culate my civilities. and viſit my friends 
in Bath and Gloucelte:ſhu e. Nothiog 
can be more charitable than your preſent 
journey. Poor Mrs. Secker, though te- 
covering, wants the cordial of the com- 
pany and cor.verſation of one who can 
mingle in it chrertulneſs and wiſtlom, to 
{upply the abſence of the Biſhop of Briſ. 
tol T. I know his neceſſary return to 
town muſt be grievous to her ; but her 
own good ſenſe and love for his character 
in lite, will make her ſubmit to it with 
patience, though not contentment. All 
that is in our power, is to teſign and aft 
what decency and duty require, but not 
to ſtifle our feeling, or extinguiſh our 
wiſhes. And a proper behaviour under 


the ſtrongeſt ſenſihility of the ſevere ne- 


ceſſiiy, though filently uneaſy to one's 
ſelf, is an amiable proof of- the rightoeſs 
of the heact that bears it, 


The ancient manor houſe at Great Bar- 
rington, in the county of Glouceſter, was 
built in the reign'of Queen Flizabeth by Re- 
ginald Bray, Elq;z of whoſe deſcendants it 
was purchaſed. A view of this houſe is 
publiſhed in Sir R. Atkias's hittory of Glo- 
celterſhiie, edit. 4712, cagraved by Kip, 
In 1737 it was rendered uninhabitable by 
fice, and rebuilt in the modern taſte. 
© At Barrington ſhall England's bounty ſtand, 
„And Henſol's glory never leave the land.“ 


Po?pg. 
+ Dr. Secker, 
Ms. 
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Mrs. Talbot and my deareſt Kitty will 
be alſo happy with having you with 
them, and by the plealwie you will af- 
ford them they will ſoon forget the lots 
they have received, from the Bath's be- 
ing grown empty of ſo many friends, 
that loved and valued them. Mrs. Lal- 
bot herſelf will, this polt, tell you how 
ſhe is, and that all the family in this 
place are tolerably well. Even the Chan- 
cellor's cold is much beiter than we ex- 
pected, conſidering with what dreaufül 
violence it ſeized him and frightened his 
ſons in the beginning of the winter. 

The wind is now turned favou:able for 
the King, and we expect that he will be 
in town to-morrow, to the high joy of 
all that love him. He hath, they 1eport, 
heen calm in his being detain-d in a 
wretched fiſhing town. And though he 
could not command the Winds, he could 
do what is much better and more diffi- 
cult, command his temper! and hath 
given all around him the comfort and 
the example of a molt heroical patience. 

Mrs. Lalbot's mother is in a very 


dreadful fiate ot health, and waſtes and 


decays daily in ſtrength and fleſh. Her 
phyſicians ſay that they ſhall not wonder 


if ſhe goes off in a few days, but ſee no 


reaſon why ſhe may not laſt ſome months, 
It ſhe could continue on till the weather 
is warm and the year advanced, I be- 
lieve ſhe will recover: for in people 10r- 
mented with nervous illgels, no diftem- 
per, however frighiful, ouzht to be 
elteemed .mortal, becauſe their recove-. 
ries are ſurpriſing and quick as their 
complaints were ſhocking and unaccount- 
able. I have no neus to fend you which 
can amuſe you, and we have no book 
publiſhed, that is important to improve, 
Or is agreeable to entertain you. We have 
great expedtation, that this ſeſſion of 
parliament will be a very quiet and good- 
natured one, The court and minittry 
will prevent -or diſcountenance and diſap— 
point any attempis agaimit the clergy, 
and the ſuſpenie of the affairs of Europe 
will give none the moiſt ſanguine of e1- 
ther ide opportunities either for praiſe 
or blame, and conſequently there can he 
nd diſputes. People it is true are unealy, 
but yet can form no. complaints, that 
they would utter in the houſe, I long 
to talk with vou; and ſhall not be at reit 
till I do fo; I do not think of returning 
till June, before which time you may 
depend on ſeeing, your, &c. 
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do when they happen. 
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LETTER XVIII. 
Dr. Thomas Rundle to Mrs. Sandy;, 


Mapan, 1730. 


1 Au much concerned that the leuer, 
which 1 ſent you at Bath, did na 
come thither time enough to prevent 
your leaving it, in expectation of ſeein 
Mrs. Talbot and mylelf at Miſerden 
becauſe your company to the unhappy 
family there, muſt give much greater 
pleaſure than you could receive from 
us. And though there is nothing 1 6 
much long for, as a few hours free con- 
verſation with you, yet I hope I never 
ſhall be ſo ſelfiſh, as to defire that you 
ſhould deny yourlelt the greateſt fatisf 


tion of your life, doing good z though it | 


is to beſtow on me the trueſt pleaſure ] 
know, the privilege of unburthening my 
thoughts in all the genuine ſincerity and 
confidence of friendſhip, io one who is 
able to correct all my miſtakes, adviſe in 
the molt delicate difficulties, laugh at 
unreal fears, and chide for indulging im- 
proper expectations, which give more 
uneaſineſs by peeviſhneſs and unneceſſary 
anxiety, than the ills we apprehend could 
I do not allude 
to any concerns of my own, in what ! 
have mentioned. Though I am not 


vainly ſelf denying, as to pretend that! 


am iadifferent whether I am reftored to 
my triends, and ſettled agreeably in my 
own country ; yet I am reſ(..lved not to 


make my abſence doubly diſagreeable by 


repining and fretfulneſs. I will do all in 
my power to ſofien it, by Ueſerving the 
kind..efs and regard cf my new country- 
men, and behave in a manner that ſhall 
make thoſe, who contribute to my return, 


not aſkamed ot their zeal for me; or my 


frienels here unwilling to receive me, if 
Þ ſhall he ever thought to deſerve the fa- 
vour of being recalled from my ſplendid 
baniſhment. “. 
power, and J will not be unhappy, it 
others haye it not in theits to gratify my 
wiſh.s. I know the thouſand accidents 
and rivalries that may prevent their en- 
deavours for me; and having already 


* D-an Swift always uſed this language 
in hs cor.eſpondence with his Englih 


friends, probably with the ſame view, that 


of paying an oblique compliment to thole 0! 
whoſe converſation he was neceſſarily depri 
ved, rather than a refleftion on the country, 


which certainly deſerved well of him. 
obtained 


1 have done all in oy 
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obtained; ſo much more of good fortune 
than I deſerve, 1 will be eaſy if all is nor 
granted to me I may defire ; for I have 


learnt the wiſe leſſon of being contented ; 


and think there 1s no virtue and. praiſe in 
doing ſo, in my afluence- of every bleſſ- 
ing of this world, excepting one, and 
that indeed is the chief of all, living in 
the company of thoſe, that efteem and 
catitude and affection make me prefer 
beyond all things; whoſe value for me 
is my honour, my merit, and my boaſt- 


ing; and which would be, alone, the 


higheſt reward. All here are in high 
health z we were, about a month bnce, 
not a litile alarmed, for the Chancellor, 
his cold was frightful, and Billy“ quite 
onirageous in his apprehenſions. You 
know the generous worthy impatience of 


his excell:nt heart, when thoſe he loves- 


are concerned, He was at once for his 
ging up the ſeals, and getting rid of 


' the burden of huſineſs, which he feared 


erdangered the life of the bett parent, as 
well as the beſt man, that ever lived, But 
freth air, and three weeks exerciſe, have 
entirely recovered him, and he is now in 
as good ſpirits and cheerfulneſs of health, 
as I have ever remembered him. 

Is it not quite difloyal in the winds and 
the waves to detain the monarch of the 
ſcas from his - longing people, and mike 
him Co penance and keep Lent, whilit 
others are revelling in, a carniyal ? But 
the perverſeneſs continues, and we can 
row no more gueſs when he will be ſafe 
at St. ]Jimes's, than we could thirty days 
azo, His late danger was as great as 
a'y man ever was in, that eſcaped.— 
The calm courage of Sir C. Wager pre- 
ſerved him. This adventurs will teach 
any mortal humility, and make all ſenſi- 
ble, that paijence is a moſt heroic vir- 
tue, and ordained to be of ſervice to a 
prince, as well as a plowman. The late 
attempt to return, which hath loft one 
man of war, and ſhattered many others, 
will molt certainly fill every heart with 
the intrepid:ty of being calm and undiſ- 
tached in waiting until the weſt winds 


withes, I hope the ſtorms on the waters | 


ar? not ominOUS of any at land; for there 
a (ad ſpirit kindled in the nation. 
Never were people ſo uneaſy, though 
they have not one illegal thing to com- 


* William, Earl Talbot. 
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plain of. But I hope, notwithſtanding, 
there will be a calm and ſerene ſeaſon 
during the ſeſſions of pailiament. | 
My friend Thomſon, the poet, is 
bringing another untoward heroine on 
the (tage, and has deferred writing on 
the ſubje& you choſe for him, though he 
had the whole ſcheme drawn out into acts 
and ſcenes, proper turns of paſſion and 
ſentiments pointed out to him, and the 
diſtreſs made as touching and impor- 
tant, as new, and intereſting, and regu- 
lar, as any that was ever introduced on 
the (tage at Athens, for the inflruttion 
of that polite nation. But, perhaps, the 
delicacy of the ſubject, and the judzment 
required in ſaying bold truths, whole 
boldneſs ſhould not make them dege- 


nerate into offenfiveneſs, deterred him. 


His preſent ſtory is the death of Aga- 
memnon 1. An adultreſs, who murders 
her huſband, is but an odd example to 
be preſented before, and admoniſh the 
beauties of Great-Britain. However, if 
he will be adviſed, it ſhall not be a 
ſhocking, though it cannot be a noble 
fiery. He will enrich it with a profuſion 
of worthy ſentiments and high poetry, 
but it will be written in a rough, harſh 
ttyle, and in numbers great, but careleſs, 
He wants that neatneſs and ſimplicity of 
dition, which is ſo natural in dialogue. 
He cannot throw the light of an elegant 
eaſe on his thoughts, which will make 
the ſublimeſt turns of art appear the ge- 
nuine unpremedlitated digtàtes of the 
heart of the ſpeaker. But with all his 
faults, he. will have a thouſand maſterly 
(trokes of a great genius (cen in all he 
writes. And he will be applauded by 
thoſe who molt cenſure him. 

My dehgn is this: after Eaſter, I will 
get on horſeback, and ramble to Bath, 
and ſpend a few days with the unhappy. 
Thence come to you, and ftay with you 
until Jack ft ſhall fetch me to Barring- 
ton. This is my wiſe intention, but 
whether I ſhall-have courage to attempt 
% heron] an enterpriſe, or throw my- 
ſelf into a chariot, time alone can deter- 
mine. I fee What is right; but, like 
other weak mortals, tear I ſhall not be 


+ A tragedy by Thomſon, acted zt Drury- 
Lane, 1738. | en 

T The honourable John Tadbot, third fon 
of the Chancellor, aſterwarde a Welch 
Jodge. He dicd Sept. 23, 1756. 
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able to accompliſh my diſcreet reſolu- 
tions. 2 

My humble ſervice to your neighbours. 
| When I began my letter, I imagined 1 
had nothing to ſay, fit to be intruſted to 
ſo frail a potection, as a little ſealing- 
wax; but I find when one is in company 
with a perſon we value, the difficulty is 
not to find what to ſay, but when to give 
over; but though my pen hath no pru- 
dence and moderation, my paper obliges 
me to be no longer troubleſome, but fub- 
fcribe myſelf, your, &c. : 


LETTER XIX. 
Dr. Thomas Rundle to Mrs. Sandys. 
On, Mapan ! Feb. 15, 1736-37- 
Hs Chancellor, the beſt man that 
ever breathed, the beſt judge, the 


beſt father, the beſt friend, is dead“ 
What, in his providence, doth the Al- 


mighty deſign to do in mented ſeverity : 


to puniſh this nation, by removing f om 
it the perſon, whoſe wiſdom and gogd- 
neſs united was able and defirous to fate 
it, to make it honeſt and happy! I 
dread to conſider and foreſee! What 
hath the public loſt ! What hath his 
dear deſerving family! What have I ! 
What have I not loft! I have loſt him, 
whoſe friendſhip to me was the only me- 
rit to which I pretended, and my high- 
eſt and trueſt reward. He dicd yeſterday 
morning. His illneſs was an inflamma- 
tion on his lungs. He continued only 
from Thurſday till Monday five in the 
morning. The phyſicians fay, to com- 
fort us, and excuſe themſelves, or rather 
their ignorance, that he was worn out in 
the ſervice of his country, and covld not 
have laſted any time, had not this cold 
carried him off. He was but fifty-one; 
he might have leſt, and done good to 
his country, thiriy years. longer, But 
God Almighty knows what is belt ſor 
him, and propereſt for us. May he, in 
his anger, remember mercy } All parties 
unite to call him the beſt and greateſt 
man that ever lived. The whole town, 
from the court to the city, are under the 


Charles Talbot, Lord High Chancellor 
of Ene land, died Feb. 14, 1736-37, univer- 
fally lamented. He was allowed by zl pat 
ties to have poſſeſſed the eloguenee of Cicero, 
and the integrity of Cito. Thomſon pub- 
| ſh-d a poem to his memory, replete w th 
gratitude, and a vy elegant del g-ation of 
his patron's character. 1 
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deepeſt aſtoniſhment, and ſhew in their 


- Countenance, that the nation is under 


ſome dreadful and public calamiy, 
Great as he was allowed to be in hy 
public character, you know he was more 
amiable, more delightful in his domeſtic 
behaviour. Was there ever any ſo res- 
ſonably beloved as himſelf, by all, from 
the higheſt to the loweſt, in his family} 
Did his children ever enjoy more eaſe, 
moe:e cheerfulneſs, more ſprightly inno- 
cence, and entertaining inſtructive un- 
bendings to mirth, than in his converſa- 
tion and laughter? Oh, madam ! what 
a ſeries of diſappointments is life! | 
came over to enjoy the company of the 
beſt friend that ever lived ; I faw hm, 
had daily new reaſons to love and adinire 
him, rece ved daily new obligations, and 
loſt him for ever ! I hoped, by enjoying 


his wiſdom and vittue for a few months, 


to have returned with ſpirit, and ſup- 
ported - abfence from him by the reflec. 
tion of my having been with him, and 
might be with him again. Farewel all 
hope that my ſplendid baniſhment from 
my native country ſhall ever have an 
end. I mult now withdraw, and figh 
out my few remaining years in ſolitude, 
amidit ſtrange company, bnce every 
place that I am hereafter to inhabit, will 
be empty of all, with whom I have con- 
traded the ſacred ties of friendſhip |— 
My poor dear Billy! what doth he fof- 
fer! You have ſren him in agonies of 
fear, left he ſhould loſe what he loves. 
He now hath loſt what he Joves above 
all things upon earth united ; and what 
deſel ved his higheſt, his unexampled at- 
fectiou. Por dear youth ! I rejoice that 
| was in England when this fatal acei- 
dent happened; if I can be of any con- 
folation, any comfort, to that ever be- 
loved youth ! ; 

In the fix laſt years, how many friends 
have you and I lot in one family? And 
ſuch friends, es the world cannot par- 
rallel! The biſhop of Durham, and 
Doctor Saver, Mis. Sayer, and her bro- 
ther, gad his ſon! Had the poor hilhop 
lived, as he might from age, how mi. 
{:rable would this day have made him! 
They art happy; let us 1nitire them, 
and we ſhall be fo too. We ſal] meet 
them again, and enjoy a frientſhip no 
more to he ſeparated, and clouded with 
tears, if we deſerve it. Woe ſhall enpy 
tuen friendſhip again, if we 1 
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or be admitted to a degree of happineſs, 
to which even their company, (how in- 
conctivable muſt that degree of happineſs 
be ]) to which their company can be no 
add ion! 35 

You, Madam, will ſhare our afflidtion 
{:yerely, yet it is impoſſible to conceal 
it from you; and, therefore, I thought 
it better you ſhould hear it from me, 
than from common report ; becauſe the 
|-tter, which brings you word that you 
have loſt one friend that loved you, wy 

remind you that there are others . whic 
do ſo too, hilt there is a Talbot left 
in this nation, or I am alive to ſubſcribe 
mylelt your affedtionate friend. 


LETTER XX. 


From the ſame to the ſame. 


Manan, Feb. 22, 1736-37. 

When [ wrote to you laſt, I was under 

ſuch amazement, and a gony of con- 
cern, that I do nat know what wild and 
improper things I might ſay to you; but 
be they ever {ſo indiſcreet and unbecom- 
ing my age and ſtation, yet you will not 
only excuſe, but be pleated with the ſin- 
cere overflowings of an heart toin by 
the juſteft ſorrow, before it had leiſu'e 
to recolle& and compoſe itlelf to a more 
decent and religious exprethon of what it 
feht. In no moment of my life ſhalt [ 
he leſs ſenſible of his loſs than at preſent ; 
but though it is impoſſible to be unmoved 
at the reflection, that we have been de- 
prived of the nobleſt happineſs which 
Providence had beſtowed on us ; yet of- 
ten meditating on his unequalled virines, 
will change grief into veneration, and 
raiſe and contecrate the pious melancholy 
into 2 ſolemn e joyment, to be preferred 
to pleature, All parties in their public pa- 
pers, are ſtriving which ſhall profeſs 
the higheſt efteem and honour for him; 
and mention his behaviour in his great 
office, with the warmeſt gratitude and ap- 
plauſe. Theſe praiſes, which prove the 
pieatneſs of our misfortune, bring, at 
the ſame time, a conſolation with them; 
gives me à lovely view of mankind, to 
obſerve, that they all can drop their pre- 
judices, and unite to reverence à truly 
"reat and amiable character. Nothing 
18 univerſally popular but goodneſs | And 


tyery action of his life, in public or pri- 
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muſt be infinitely pleaſing to the Father 


l(toul.— he learned expreſſed this aff-c- 


that the world have ſeldom done jultice 
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vate, towards his friends or his enemies, 
flowed from that divine pranciple, in 
which alone we can obey that ſublime 
precept of our Lord (che lublimeſt that 
can be given ta men or angels), Be ye 
perſect, as your Heavenly Father is perfect. 
Did I name his enemies ?—he had none; 
he hated none but i!l men; nay, even for 
them he felt not hatred but pity. The 
virtues, which mankind, in ſpite of their 
partialities and weakneſs, revere, and 
deſire ſhould be everlaſtingly rewarded, 


1 


of Mercies.— What men wich, he can 
beſtow : and make thoſe virtues live again 
for ever, Which (the voice of human na- 
ture cries aloud) deſerves never to die, 
It was the love for ſuch benevolent cha- 
rafters, which firſt diftated to every na- 
tion the belief of the immortality of the 


tion arguments, to prove the truth of 

this hope, which ſuch” worthinels had 1 
lighted up in their hearts. But the ig- 

norant uttered the genuine ſentiments of 

their nature, by worſhipping theſe bene 

factors of mankind, as ſooa as they 

withdrew from the earth. They judged, 

that their goodneſs would ſecure them 

an intereſt in the Governor of the world, 2 
and recommend them to his love. What 1 
he loves, he will reward, in the manner 
which will make them moſt happy.— 
Enjoying the deſire of the heart, is the 
ſincereſt telicity, The deſire of their ſouls 
was always to make others virtuous and 
proſperous. New abilities to ferve thoſe 
above, whom they delighted to bleſs 
when below, they imagined, therefore, 
the only ſuitable and acceptable reward 
to ſuch generous natures, Hence they 
e them appointed guardians over 
their kindred people, and from lament- 
ing, were, by an enthuſiaſm of gra- 
titude, miſled to wo ſhip them. A love 
of merit thus betrayed them into error 
and ſuperſtition z but methinks virtue 
herſelf will plead and obtain pardon for 
ſuch idolaters. It hath been obſerved, 


5 


to characters till after men haye been 
ſome time dead; but it hath not been 
ſo now. He was dear to his prince 
and the people whilſt he lived, and 
equally mourned by both as ſoon as he 
is dead. He was truſted by the prince, 
as his moſt faithful and zealous ſervant; 
and regarded by the jealous nation, 2s 

the 
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the warmeſt and moſt intrepid lover of 
their liberties ; each thought their rights 
ſecure in his hands. To be a popular 


miniſter of itate, is a felicity ſcarcely be- 
But though ſcarcely be- 


fore exampled. 
fore exampled, nothing ſeems more eaſy 
to any perſon, who hah his abilities, 


and will imitate his integrity. 


You knew the Chancellor, and lov:d 


him as well as I have done; but hall I 
been writing to a ſtranger, E would hare 


ſyothed my concein, by tranſcribing a 
ſketch of his life. I could repeat almoſt 
eve: y action, from his childhood to his 
death; and ſhew that he was uniform 
in his progreſs to virtue, and never once 
deviated from the ſevereſt of her pre- 
cepts ; ſevere in the judgment of the ma- 


ny, but to him an uninterrupted ſouice of 


cheerfulneſs and tranquillity. I could 


mention ſuch inftances of filial phie, as 


would be hardly believed by oiheis, but 
How amiable 
an, huſband, how tender and generous a 


parent! His ſons have often ſaid, he 


never refuſed either of them any thing in 
his life; but that is then own, as well as 
his praiſe. e lied with them as a 
brother and a friend, and familiarized 
his wiſdom into chit chat, and inttructed 
them more effectually by common con- 


"verſation, than others could do by ſo- 


lemn precepts. 

The nation, by their common ſorrow, 
ſhew what a judge and ſtateſman they 
have loſt. - My name will be ever a proof 
to poſterity, how warm and intrepid a 
intend he could be to one he thought fit 


to honour and reward with that dear and 


voluntary relation to him, His diſtreſſed 
and melancholy family ſhew what a 
maſter he was to them all. In all theſe 
various relations, he was ſuperior to any 
perſon whom I ever knew or read of. 
The day before he died, he ſaid to his 
fon Jack, „It is indifferent and equal 
& as to myſe}f, whether 1 die now, or 


4 ſeven years hence, but it will not be 


te the (ame to you; for the ſake of my 
* children I could be pleaſed to remain 


e longer with them.” —The night he 


died, his ſervants offered him a medicine : 
& It is in vain,” he anfwered; * death 
„ cannot be reliſted ; God's will be done, 
J am ſatisfied.” —He immediately fel! 
into a calm fleep, continued three hours 
in it, then awaked, -looked round him 
a few moments, and died witiout, the 


* 
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leaſt ſtruggle or pain. His diſtemper 
was an inflammation on his lungs; the 
natural cure of it is large bleeding, but 
on taking from him only eight ounces, 
he (unk ſo uncommonly much, that the 
Doctor dared not proceed. On opening 
him, a large polypus was found in his 
heart. Fiom thence, probably, pro. 
ceeded his not being able. to loſe blood, 
A polypus, ſay phyſiciaus, is the effect 
of care and intenſeneſs of thought: if 
that is ſo, no man ever did more to 
cauſe it. He ſacrificed his life for the 
good of others; and who will not enyy 


a death fo glorious ? He lived enough 


to make himſelf beloved whilſt livinz, 
and revered and lamented by -gocd men 


of every party and denomination, now 


he is gone. He lived to p fect his tem- 
per to a love of gopdreſs, and adorn 
it with every chriſtian, as well as na- 
tural grace, that can make virive either 


divine or amiable! he lived to obtain 


the beſt fame; he lived enough for him- 
ſelf, but not enough for his friends and 
his country. I am, Madam, your, &c. 


LETTER MEL 
Dr. Thomas Rundle to Mrs. Sandys. 


Mapa, March 15, 1736-37. 
] How not to what my promiſe of 
waiting may come, becaule I have 
little reaſon to expect that a power «f 
performing it will long be in me. I an 
ſeized again with my diſorder moſt vio- 
lenily ; how that will end, God only 
knows ; and what he thinks molt proper, 
will be moſt acceptable to me, Lite is, 
and ought now to be, indiffcrent to me 
am a gueſt that have been nobly enter- 
tained ; when the feaſt is over I will nle 
ſatisfied, and thank the great.maſter for 
his generoſity. I have hved to lee the 
beſt friend in the world die before me; 
and am of no ſervice any longer in the 
world. The ruffle which my concern hath 


given me, has relaxed and diſſolved ny 


whole frame, ard tuned the humours 
again from a more painful into @ more 
dangerous channel. But I ſubmit, be 
the conſequence what it will, to the dil- 
poſal of Him who is equally good and 


volle. 


Lord 
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Lord Talbot is well, may God preſerve 
him ſo! there is not a more amiable or 
worthy man living ; may his happineſs 
be equal to his merit! my fondnels for 


him defires no more, When I am dead, 
he will not want me; my lo's, added to 
whar he bath already, dear youth, ſuſ- 
tained, will be as a drop thrown into the 
ocean, Oh ! that it was in my power to 
make him as bappy as I wiſh him, and 
hen nothing in life ſhould ever give him 
one moment's uneaſineſs ! Lhe whole fa- 
mily is well alſo, Lady Talbot hath an 
excellent underſtanding ®, and a more 
{prightly entertaining wit, capable of 
making a conſiderable figure in public 
life, and giving cheertulnels, familiarized 
into eaſy chit-chat, to retirement and the 
ſpeculations round an evening's table. 
Jack will ſuon enter into his profeſ- 


fon, and I queſtion not, ſucceed in it hy- 


lis abilities, induftry and virtu-s, though 


he is not nouriſhed and ſheltered, and 


encouraged, by the example. and inſtrue- 
tion and recommendation of his great fa- 
ther. George + will fteal ivto every 
one's eſteem in a more ſilent way, will 
be beloved rather than ſhine with the 
ecl;t of noiſy applauſe, Ie will ſpend 
this life in doing good in the moſt amia- 
ble, not the moſt ſhewiſh way; he will 
have the dignity and generoſity and cha- 
racer of his grandfather, ſccufed trom 
that only overflowing of his good quali- 
ties, which one wiſhed had been pre- 
vented, to make him the moſt engaging 
of all characters. I love them all. I can- 
not flatter them to their faces ; but I love 
to praiſe them, Tf I ſpeak fondly with eſ- 
tee n of them even to their faces, it is only 
to warm them to be what I tay ; and ſhew 
them the virtues which aie bloſſoming in 
their hearts, that muſt be ripened by 
their own care, Public news | do not 
attend to; I am weaned from my con- 
dern in the tumults and ambitions and 
ſcramble of life. If I do well you will 
lee me; if I die you will remember me, 


* This lady was the daughter and ſole heir 
0 Adam de Cardonnel, ſ-cretary at war in 
te reigenof Queen Anne. She was married 
NP 1733-34, at the age of 15. She re ſided 
at Bafrington, until her death, in 1784. A 
Ver) elegant monument, by Nollskine, 18 
"ately erected to her memory in the church 
6! Ciat pariſh, ' 
| + Georps Talbot, D. D. vicar of Gu:ting, 
18 — xcftei ſhire. 
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Among the many who have highly valued 
you, none have done fo more than myſelf, 
becauſe none knew you better; and it 
will be always your ſingular advantage to 
improve on your acquaintance, and grow 
daily more beloved, by « nearer inti- 
macy. It in any ot thoſe you love, you 
fee any thing you wiſh otherwiſe, you 
will have the friendly freedom and cou- 
rage that becomes virtue and independ- 
ence, to ſay it with ſpirit and dexterny ; 
and even venture to off-ad, to ſerve thoſe 
you love. Without nt, friendſhip is bur 
flattery and treachery ; with it, deſerv- 
edly. honoured with that divine character 
of being the medicine of life. This 
hint you will treature up unmentioned, 
till you ſhall find you have an occaſion 
to uſe it, Beliere me, Madam, yours 
moit lincerely, 


LETTER: 
From the , ſame to the ſame. 


Mabau, April 9, 1737. 
W ouLD not anfwer your kind let- 
ter, till I could give you an affurance 

that my diſorder is ſtopt by bark, &c. 

but though I am rceheved from this threat- 

ning illneſs, I cannot boaſt that I am a 

found man again, My health reſembles 

very much the ſeaſon; one hour is ſun- 
ſhine ; in the next, clouds deform the 
ſky, and all is ruffled and bluſtering. But 

I am and ought to he contented. My 

life is not of general importance to a 

whole nation, as was that of my friend. 

His reſembled the fun, which warms 

and enlightens half the earth at once ; 

mine perhaps may be compared to a 

lamp, which ſerves to diſperſe the gloom 

of a ſingle room; but when jt is broken 


andextinguiſhed, another will immediately 
ſupply its place, and the loſs be of no 


conſequence; but even this compariſon, 
I feel, is vanity, and carries with it more 
praiſe than 1 can claim. I purpoſe to ſee 
you next month, though my friends will 
rot be at Barrington till I am in lreland ; 
I will not leave this country withont ſee- 
ing one I moſt value in it. According to 
cuitom, I muſt give you trouble and em- 
ploy yon. Could you get me a dozen of 


Cirenceſter cheeſes, ſuch as I once had; 
and order them to be ſent to a truſty per- 
ton 
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ſon in Briſtol, who ſhould ſee them ſafe 
en board a Dublin ſhip, and ditected for 
me ? It of laſt year's making, and fit to 
eat, the better. I will defire alſo, that 
ſome of this ſeaſon may be ſecured for me 
for another. Moſt of them will be diſ- 
perſed in preſents among thoſe to whom [ 
Want to make lutle acknowledgments for 
great fayou;'s, I want black cloth enough 
to make two gowns and caſſocks the fineit 
that can be procured, but not the thinneſt ; 
if you have a weaver that will deal ho- 
reftly, direct him to ſend me 17 yards 
of his bes. 8 
Lord and Lady Talbot a:e well, and 
ſo is their girl; ſhe is a delightful child “, 
and promiles to have as much beauty 
and good temper as ever met together. 


But the firſt is a flower that may be blaſted 


and ſpared; the other alone is ſufficient 
to, and can alone make life happy. 
Mrs Scher is molt aſtoniſhingly 
emed. I] reqvice in it; the Biſhop was 
compelled to exchange Briſto] for Oxford 
by bis friends, to (erve the brother ef his 
friend the B ſhop of Saliſbury. It is of no 


great advantage and therefore not eligible, 


But it is always eligible to oblige thoſe 
who can retro the favour. I hope you 
enjoy the ſpring in the country, as much 
as we do in London, where it ſeems to 
give new life to every thing, in ſpite of 
the duſt that chykes iis favours to us. I 
will get out of it as foon as | can, and 
come to partake of its frefſinels with you 
on your mountain, My friend Jack 
ſeems inclined to lay out his fortune near 
yon alſo, and fix the whole family in Glo- 
ceſterſhire, I ſaw your good Biſhop 7 
yetterday, who is well, and ſpeaks of you 
with an efteem and affection which will 
doubly endear him to, Madam, your, 
&c. | 


Cecil de Cardonell, Baronefs Drvenor, 
ſucceeded , her father William Earl Talbot, 
who was created Baron Dive nor by patent, 
October 17, 1780, with remainder to her 
and her hens. She was married in 1756 to 


George Rice, Ffq, Knight of the ſhire for 
the county of Carmarthen, whodied in 1779. . 


+ Dr Martin Benſon. 
Learning with candour are fo Benſon 
given.“ 
Pope, Dial. 2. line 73. 
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LET SR XX, 
Dr. Thomas Rundie to Mrs; Sandys, 


: Mapan, + May 21, 1737. 
| SHOULD not forgive myſelf if I con- 
>. cealed from you any good fortune 


which had happened to any one of the 


Talbot family. Lady Decker, talking 
with me of the dear youths belonging to 
it, dropbed, as it undeſignedly, that the 
ſhould think a daughter of h-r's happy, 
it dilpolecl of to a young gentleman of 
ſo much worth and merit; though witha 
younger brother's fortune at preſent, ra- 


ther than to a perſon born to an eſtate, and 


educated, as gentlemen generally now ate, 
in all the faſhionable arts of ſpending it. 
I obſerved, but ſeemed to diſregard, the 
kind intimation, talked with my friend, 
who knew the good ſenſe and moſt amia- 
ble tempers and right education of the 
young ladies, who are praited by all peo- 
ple; and he owned that ſuch a match 
would make him happy. I immediately 
went to the lady, came to an explication 
with her; ſhe introduced me to Sir Mat- 
thew; he at once told me, that his de- 
fire was to diſpoſe of his daughters ina 
way to make them happy ; that he loved 
the Chancellor, and his family for his take, 
He had hear of the merit of Mr. John 
]Talbot from me, and others, and would 
give which daughter he choſe, with ten 
thouſand pounds down without fettle. 
ments, and a promiſe of a third of all he 
was worth, when he and his wife were 
dead; and conſented to allow lim, for 
the firſt five years, four hundred fer an- 
num alſo, to aſhſt them in their way of 
living till he was got into buſineſs. The 
next day Jack (aw the ladies, choſe the 
ſecond f, and they will be married next 
Monday. Nothing was ever carried on 
with greater openneſs and generoſity, 
Though I am in a great hurry, as you will 
imagine, having juſt married Leonidas 9 
allo to the handſomeſt woman in Eng- 
land, worth all the nine muſes, yet I 
could nat omit giving you the ſatisfation 
of knowing what J am ſure will give you 
pleaſure. Iam, Madam, your's, &c. 


| Henrietta Maria, ſecond daughter of Sir 
Matthew Decker, Bart. She died without 
iſſue in Scptember 1747. 

$ Mr, Glover was married to M Nunn 
21!t May 1737. 
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LETTER XXIV, 


From Miſs Talbot to a new-born chil, 
daughter of Mr. John Talbot, ſon of the 
Lord Chancellor. | 


you are heartily welcome, my dear 
little couſin, into this unquiet world; 
long may you continue in it, in all the 
happineſs it can give, and beſtow enough 
on all your friends io anſwer fully the 
impatience with which you have been ex- 

Hed. May you grow up to have every 
accompliſhment that your good friend, 
the Bilhop of Derry, can already imagine 
in you; and in the mean time may you 
have a nurſe with a tuneable voice, that 
may not talk an immoderate deal of non- 
ſenle to you- You are at preſent, my 
dear, in a very philotophical diſpoiition ;; 
the gaieties and follies of life have no at- 
traction for you, its forrows you kindly 
commiſerate ! but however, do not ſuffer 
them to diſturb your flumbers, and find 
charms in nothing but harmony and re- 
po'e. You have as yet contrafted no 
partialities, are entirely ignorant of party 
diſtinctions, and look with a perfect in- 
difference on all human ſplendour. You 
have an abfolute diſlike to the vanities of 
'Gefs; and are likely for many months to 
obſerve the Biſhop of Briſtol's“ firſt rule 
of converſation, Silence; though tempted 
to tranſgreſs it by the novelty and 
ſtrangeneſs of all objects round you. As 
von advance further in life, this philoſo- 
piical temper will by degrees wear off: 
the firſt object of your admiration will 
probably be the candle, and thence (as 
wall of us. do) you will contract a taſte 
lor the gaudy and the glaring, 
waking one moral reflection upon the 
danger of ſuch falſe admiration, as leads 
p-ople many a time to burn thei! fingers, 
You will then begin to ſhew great par- 
naluy for ſome very good aunts, who 
will contribute all they can towards ſpoil- 
ing zou; but you will be equally fond 


of an excellent mam na, Who will teach 


vou, by her example, all ſorts ef good 
qualities; only let me warn vou of one 
thing, my dear, and that is, not to learn 
ber to have ſuch an imimoderate love 


- ' . 
Se cker is decent.” Pope, ut ſup. 


without 
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of home, as is quite contrary to all the 
privileges of this polite age, and» to 
give up ſo entirely all thoſe pretty graces 
of whim, flutter, and affectation, -which 
ſo many charitable poets have declared 
to be the prerogative of our ſex : oh! 
my poor couſin, to what purpoſe will you 
boaſt this prerogative, when your ous 
tells you with a pious care, to ſow the 
ſeeds of jealouſy and emulation as early 
as poſſible, that you have a fine little 
brother come to put your nole out of 
joint? There will be nothing to be done 
then but to be mighty good, and prove . 
what, believe me, adwils of very ſitile 
diſpute (though it has occaſioned abun- 
dance), that we girls, however people 
give tnemſelves airs of being diſappoiat- 
ed, are by no means to be deſpiſed ; but 
the men unenvied ſhine in public; it is 
we muſt make their homes delightful to 
them; and if they provoke us, no leis un- 
comfortable. I do not expect you to an- 
ſwer this letter yet a chile; but as I dare 
ſay you have the greateſt intereſt with 
your papa, will beg you to prevail upon 
him that we may know by a line (before 
his time is engroſſed by another ſecret 
committee) that you and yu mamina are 
well ; in the mean time, Iwill only aſſure 
you, that all here rejoice in your exiſt- 


ence extremely, and that I am, my very 


young correſpondent, molt affectionately 
your's, &c. | 


LETTER xxv. 


Dr. Thomas Rundle to Archdeacon S$. 


Dzar Six, Dublin, March 22, 1742-3. 
A Prev—for ever—Perhaps I may be 
alive when this comes to your hands 
more probably not ;z-—hut in tither 
condition, your fincere well wiſher.— 
Believe me, my friend, there is ns com- 
fort in this world, hb ta life of virtue and 
ptety, ard no death tupportable, but 
one comforted by ch ifhaniry, and its 
real and rational hope. The fit, I 
doubt not, you experience day May 
it be ng before you experie ce the ſe- 
cond !———{ have lived 
Jatur,- paſſed through good report and evil 
report ;5—have not been injured more 
than outwardly by the laſt, and ſolidly 
benefited by the former. May all who 
love the truth in Chiiſt Jeſus, and ſin- 
by | cerely 


o be OC 
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LETTER XXVI. 
Dr. Herring to William Duncombe, Eſq. 


Dzar Sis, Barley “, Aug. 20, 1728. 
I RECE1VED your letter yefteiday at 

this place, upon my return hoine, 
having been for a fortnight upon a viſit 
to ſome fiiends at Norwich . Your let- 
ter unfortunately came hither the day af- 
ter I left the place. I call it! untortu- 
«« nately,” becauſe, though it was a cir- 
cumſtance I could not help, I am really 
concerned that ſo kind and obliging a re- 
membrance ot me ſhould be fo long with- 
out a ſuitable acknowledgment. You 
will excuſe me if I take the opportunity 
tiom. this laſt favour to profeis myſelf 
much obliged to you for others which I 
have received from you, more particular- 
ly for that which ſtands diftin-viſhed in 
my memory as one of the moſt generous 
and diſintereſted offers of friendſhip which 
ever I received from any one, fince I 
have been acquainted with the world 1. 


Near Royſton, in Hertfordſhire, Dr. 
Herring. had been collated to this reQory, by 
Biſhop Fleetwood, of Ely, to whom he was 
chaplain, Dec. 7, 1722. He was et this 
time allo preacher ro the ſociety of Lincoln's 
Inn, having been fo appointed in 1726. 

T Dr. Herring was born in Nottolk, at 
Walſoken, ot which his father was rector, 
in 1693. 

T This refers to two letters {firſt printed, 
without a name in the Whitchall Ev-aing 
Poſt, in March and Apr J. 1728) in juſtificae 
tion of the doArine maintained in à lemon 
preached by Dr. Herring, at Lincoln'e-inn 
chapel, which had occaſioned a great cla- 
mour, on account of its alluding to the Bey- 
* gar's Opera, then exhibiting at the ncig h- 
bouring theatre, and preſuming to cont. mn 
it as of. pernicious conſ-qu+nce to the prac- 
tice of morality and chriſtian virtue. Expc- 


rience conlirmed the truth of this obſervation, - 


by the many robberies ommitted daily in 
the itreets during the repreſentation of that 
piece, beyond the example of former times; 
nnd ſeveral thieves and robbers afterwards 
confeſſed in Newgate, that they raiſed their 
courage at the playhouſe, by the fongs of 
their hero Macheath, before they lallicd 
torth on their de {perate nofturnal exploits, 
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cerely obey the goſpel, be happy l for 
they deſerve to be fo, Who (afar 
eyern) leek truth in the ſpirit of love. 
Adieu II have no more ſtrength. 
My affectionate laſt adieu to your lady. 


Book III. 


It is a circumſtance in my life, which 1 
remember with very particular gistitude 
to you and pleaſure to myſelf. You are 
very kind again to follow me into my 
country. retirement, and to withdraw 
yourſelf from the converſation of Your 
friends in town to pay me a viſit here ; 
for, next to doing it in perſon, a letter is 
the moſt acceptable thing. lt is next to 
the countenance of a Prend and, like 
that, inſpires a certain cheerfulneſs and 
vivacity ; a thing which is ſometimes 
wanted in the country; for, whatever we 
may think of the pleaſures of ſolitude and 
contemplation, in the noiſe and hurry of 
company and bulineſs, life cannot paßt 


off any where agreeably, without the in 


tercourle of friendſhip and converſation ; 
and this intimation you will pleaſe to ac- 
cept from me as beſpeaking a contiay- 
ance of that correſpondence, which you 
have fo obligingly begun. 

have not ſeen the pamphlet you mer 
tion, but am exceedingly pleaſel wi 


the paſſazes which you have quoted out 


of it, The cleainefs of the reaſoning, 
and the ſtrength of it, beſpeak either Dr, 
Clarke its author, or ſome other very 
able hand. As to the queſtion, itſelf, my 
ſenſe of it is, that the reaſonableneſs uf 
virtue is its true foundation; and th: 
Creator has formed our minds to ſuch 4 
quick perception of it, that it is, in 3. 
moſt every occurrence of human lite, ell. 
evident; but then I am for taking 11 
every poſſible help to ſupport and ſtren gib. 
en virtue, beauty, moral ſenſe, attec- 
tion, and even intereſt; and it ſeems to 


me, as if the Creator had adapted various 


arguments to ſecure the practice of it, 0 
the various tempers of men and the dit 
ferent ſolicitations which they meet with. 
And virtue, thus ſecured and guarded, 
may, perhaps, not unfitly be compared 
to thoſe buildings of a Gothic taſte, which, 
though they have a good foundation, at 
furniſhed nevertheleſs (againſt all acct- 
dents). with many outward ſupports and 


| butwceſſes, but fo contrived and acuited 


by. the achitect that they do not detract 
trom, but even add to the beauty ad 
grandeur of the building. | 

I ſhall expect, with great pleaſure, 


your critical eſfay, which will be fafely 


conyeyed to me it leſt for that purple 
with Mr. Herring, a draper, at the Golden 


Artichoke in Lombard ſtreet, 1am, &. 


LETTER 


Fedcd. II. 


cbliging that I cannot 


M O D 


LETTER XXVII. 
From the ſame to the ſame. 
Dear SIR, Barley, Sept. 16, 1728. 
Have alttter of yours now before me, 
1 which 1 cannot tell how to anſwer in 
the manner which 1 _ ; it is ſo ver 
atisfy myſelf with 

only returning thanks for it in the uſual 
ftyle, unleſs you will promiſe to give a 
mucy ſtronger lignification to © the uſual 
« (ty „“ than it commonly bears; and 
in that ſenſe, let it be as hig h as you pleaſe, 
| delire my thanks may be conveyed to 
you. This is the more due to you, be- 
cauſe we correſpond upon fuch- unequal 
terms; and while you ſend me letters 
full of entertainment, I mate my return 
in letters full of—nothing, 

was exceedingly pleaſed with the 
yeiſes to Euryalus “, and never read any 
in that train which are good without re- 
f-ing how well it would go with the 
world if the muſes were always retained 
in the ſervice of virtue. 

have read over your criticiſms upon 
Tindal's tranſlation , and think them 
exceedingly juſt and neceſſary ; ſuch haſ- 
ty mercenary tranſlators really put an af- 
front upon the public, and ſeem to take 
for granted that men have neither taſte 
por judgment. The inaccuracies cf ſtyle 


and lowneſſes of expreſſion, and the ma- 


ny omiſſions in this tranſlation, are pro- 
d:gioully offenſive. 
Thoyras is ſo much debaſed and mangled 
by them, that one would think the tranſ- 
ator had a deſign upon his charaQter, 
and intended to make him apprar ridicu- 
us, by putting him into an awkward 
Puzlith dreſs; for really, if Mr. Linda! 
foes not take a Jintle more pains, Rapin 
Thoyras will become of the fame claſs 
with the reſt of our Engliſh hiſtorians. 
The Guardian f, 1 remember, has made 


Mt. John Carleton, on his coming of age, 
+ Of Rapin's Hiſtory, in. a pamphlet, en- 
ttled, “ Remarks on Mr. TindaPs Trauſla- 
tion, Sec. In a letter to 8. T. [S'giſmund 
* Trafford}, Eſq.” The concluding pat a- 
grep!) is as follows: Mr, Dryd=n's elegant 
vel n of father Maimbowg's Hittory of 
the League, is, with regard to flyle and 
„ lanzuzge, a much better model for any 
* one who will oblige the public with an 
"* 2ccurat-tranſlation of M. de Ran Thoy- 
* ra% Hillory, than Sir Roger L'E'trang«'s 
be gn of Joſephs, vr of Queredw' 


J Vol, . No. xxv. 


The hiſtory of Rapin 


ry 
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a few very juſt obfervations upon the 
ſtyle of the great Lord Verulam, which 
it Mr. Tindal had conſidered, he would 
not have fallen, as he often does, into that 
2 vulgar and abject manner of expreſ- 
ion. 5 
Ihe moſt conſiderable part of your let - 
ter is ſtill behind ; for I do aſſure you, 
notwithitanding it was all acceptable to 
me in a peculiar manner, there was a lit- 
tle poſtſcript at the bottom of it, which 
drew my attention more than all the ref, 
There was ſomething fo genteel, and at 
the ſame time fo fincerely kind in it, that 
I muſt put it upon you as a friend, to help 
me out in making my acknowledgmeats. 
It ſeems you call ſ:ch ſervices trifles, I 
do not think them ſo; but if your judg= 
ment was true, Mrs, Duncombe has ſhew- 
ed that ſhe has ſo much of her ſex's art, 
as to ſet off even trifles to prodigious ad- 
vantage. 4 
Od ober now draws near, and if you 
retain your deſign of coming this way, 
I thall be glad to fre you at Barley ; but 
muſt inſiſt upon it, that you acquaint me 
with the time, that I may be ſure not to 
be at Cambridge. I am, &c. 


LET TERSXXVHL 
From the ſame to the ſane, 
Dear Sin, Barley, Sept. 20, 1539. 
Have been rambling ever tince our 
commencement, and am but juſt re- 
turned to the place, where in duty ! 
onght to have heen rehident ; but we ba- 
chelors being an voſettſed generation bf 
people, our friends thick we have no 
home of our own, and that they have a 
claim to as much of us as they pl-aſe, 1 
received your very kind and agreealile 
letter with moſt particular pleaſure, and 
can truly ſay, that your. epiſtolary viſit 
gave me as much entertainment as any [ 
have received or paid ſince I ſaw you, 
though I have ſpent a good deal of time 
among my choicelt triends. Yeu gratify 
we more than you are aware of, in ima- 
gining that I am à lover of children, 
and | am particularly pleaſed to hear that 
your little boy thrives ſo well with you. 
I can aſſute you, in a little time I ſhall 
expect an account of the. young gentle. 
man in his own hand-writing, for I have 
a ſmall correſpondent about 'his ſize, 
who had rather take the pen into his 
4 D mouth 


/ 
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writes very prettily = 
Mx. Dun combe is very happy, and 

you, I am ſure, have your ſhare of ſa - 
tisfaction in ſo promiſing a youth as your 
nephew is *. I read his copy of verſes Þ+ ; 
I will not ſay 1 was pleaſed with them, 
becauſe my judgment would do the au- 
thor no credit; but I ſhewed them to a 
friend of mine, à man of letters, and a 
good-natured critic, and he was much 
entertained, 1 urged him to look them 
ever again with exactneis, and he then 
found no other fault, but with damnata 
pali , of which phraſe he quettioned the 
Jatinity, and he apprehended a in Arabicos, 
and do in Eudocia, to be both ſhort; 
this was his criticiſm. If it be right, it 
gives me vo uncaſineſs, and J am ſure it 
will give you none. You ſee Jam forced 
to go to other heads for criticiſm, and 

therefore you mult not expect that from 
me; but pray ſend me as many verſes 
as you pleaſe for entertainment, and if 
they entertain me as well as theſe did, 1 
defy the critics to put me out of humour 
with them. 

The living & you obſerved given to 
one of my name, was to a relation ||, 
but he has been in poſſeſſion of it a 
twelvemonth ; ſuch is the exactneſs of 
our neus writers. 1 ſhall leave this 
country within a week nl term. The 
beginning of October, I thall be at a 
friend's in Surry, Mr. Frankland's C, at 
Stoke near Guilford, I am, dear Sir, 
your, &c. | 


LET m. 


Dr. Herring io William Duncombe, E.. 


Blechingley, near Reygate, 

DEAN S128, Sept. 23, 1731. 
| ** is the firſt half hour that I 
could properly call my own, for ſome 


Mr. Lewis Duncombe, then a gentle- 
man-commoner, of Merton College, Oxon, 
where he died of the ſmall-pox in the 2oth 
year of his age, December 26 following, 

+ On the death of Mr. Hughes, 

10 ſemper damnata pati fata 2'pera virtus! 

$ Carleton in Nottinghamſhire, 

r. William Herring, a'terwards Chan- 
cellor and Refilentiary of Vork. 

¶ Frederick Frankland, Efq. (afterwards 
one of the commiſſioners and comptroller of 
the Exciſe), Dr. Herring's contemporary at 
Jeſus college, Cambridge, | 
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mouth than his hand—but for all that, he 


Book Ill 
weeks, and I am glad te employ it in 
converſing with you. 

I thank you moft heartily for your 
very kind congratulation, upon m 
motion to this good living“; 1 am, { 
own, pleaſed with it, and hope 1 may 
ſay, I am ſure | ought to ſay, contented, 
I bleſs Providence 2 ſo ample a'proyi. 
ſion for me, and leave it entirely tg 
his goodneſs as to the future enjoyment 
of it; but though. I am contented my. 
ſelf, you, I find, with the ſolicitude of 1 
friend, will be extending your care for 
me ſtill farther, and propheſying I know 
not what promotions. If you have 2 di. 
vinity in you, and things ſhould happen 
ſo, I hope I ſhall have the grace to 
conſider every ſuch acceſſion, as only an 
opportunity of doing good, and, if I an 
in that temper, I am ſure you would 
ſtand in the foremoſt rank of thoſe [ 
ſhould be happy to oblige ; and, if I am 
not, I give you liberty to condemn me, 
as much as I ſhall one day abhor myſelf. 
I donot love many words, and therefor: 
ſhall only aſſure you, that I am proud of 
the compliment you pay to my ſincerity, 
in e yourſelf as you do to me, 
and that you may affure 'yourſelf, at all 
times, of every kind aſſiſtance from me 
that a true friend can give. 

It is a pleaſme to me, to hear that your 
little boy improves ſo much, and I con- 
giatulate you upon the indications he 
gives of a good and compaſſionate temper. 
It is a foil, I know, that you will cylti- 
vate with moſt particular pleaſure, [ 
ſhall be very glad to introdnce Junius 
Brutus 1 into the company of Lady Je- 
kyll tt; I am ſure the is a friend to the 
true ſpirit of Roman liberty, I am, dear 
Sir, your, &c. 


LETTER XXX. 
From the ſame to the ſame. 


Dean Stn, 


Blechingley, Jan. 19, 1734 


D's Ou do too much honour to my judg- 


ment in conſulting me upon the affair 


* Dr. Herring had been juſt preſented to 
it by Sr William Clayton, Bart. as he was 
a few months after, to the Deanery of Ro- 
cheiter by the King, where he was inſtalled 
Feb. 5, 1731-2. 

++ A tragedy, by Mr. Duncombe. 

tt Lady of Sir Joſeph: Jekyll, Maiter of | 
the Rolls, p | 


* 
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ou do: but your doing it gives me more 
leaſutt than ever; it ſooths that vani- 
ty, which is in ſome ſort natural to us all, 
and gives me the ſatis faction of peruſing 
what you write, and of hearing news of 
the lettered world. I think your dedica- 
tion * to Earl Cowper very genteel, and 
in no degree guilty of the common fault 
of thote pieces, flattery. I ſhall be pleaſed 


| to ſee this tragedy + of Lillo's; his 


George Barnwell has ſomething very 
touching in it. I think 1 do not quite 
like this interweaving ſeripture-phraſes. 
This may found odd from a clergyman, 
but I ſay it from the motive of that cha- 
rafter, It is to expoſe thoſe venerable 
books too much ts the hazard of ridi- 
cule; it is, perhaps, ſomething like di- 
veſting the magiſtrate of his robes of ho- 
rour, and turning him to a mad and pre- 
judiced populace, ia the nakedneſs of a 
common man. The books of ſcripture 
ue, do doubt, moſt excellent themſelves; 
but tbeir veneration (as the world is) 
mult, like magiſtracy, be in ſome mea- 
ſure ſupported by outward circumſtance 
and ceremony. Truth is very amiable 
raked, but ſubjected the more to be in- 
jared by thoſe who have no taſte of her 
beauty. | 

You will much oblige me in ſending 
me the public judgment about books that 
come out, now and then, that I may 
know the better how to give orders to 
my bookſeller, I am, dear Sir, your, 
&, 


LTTCTEL An. 


From the ſame to the ſame. 


Dear Sie, 
[ SAY not a word of the honeſty of ſuch 

proceeding, but there would be a fort 
if (curvy policy io it, if I (ſhould write 10 
you with the air of knowing nothing of 
ur moſt obliging letter of the 16th of 
Augoſt laſt, but endeavour at the credit 
v. beginninz a correſpondence (always 


watt entertaining to me) de novo; but 


ruth would perhaps pop out to ſhame 


* 0 Mr, Hughes's poems. | 
3 Elmetick, or Tuftice ' Triumphant, 
'dund-d on a true ttory in Veitot's Hiſtory of 
e At:giits of Malts. 


E R N. 


Rocheſter, Nov 9, 1738. 


me before I was aware, and therefore I 
ſhall go the old way to work, own the 
receipt of your letter, and atk pardon for 
my unmannerly filence. I received it 
at this place, and carried it with me into 
Surry, determining to anſwer it from 


thence. I was very little at home, and 
all that little moſt laboriouſly idle, fo I 


brought it back again to Rocheſter, and 

it now lies before me. You will pardon 

me, if I burn it as ſoon as I have an- 

ſwered it, to get out of the way of ſuch an 

ungrateful remembrancer, for I am pret- 

ty ſure I ſhall have no reproaches from 
ou. | | 

I ſee no reaſon for ſuch a prodigious 
outcry upon the © Plain Account 1.“ &c. 
I really think it a good book, and as to 
the ſacrament in particular, as orthodox 
as archbiſhop Tillotſon : his prayers ate 
very long, but, in my poor opinion, ſome 
of the beſt compoſitions of the ſort that 
ever I read; and if I could bring my 
mind to that ſteady frame of thinking 
with regard to the Deity, that is pre- 
ſcribed by him, I believe I ſhould be ſa 
far as happy as my nature is, perhaps, 
capable of being. There is ſomething 
comfortable in addreſſing the Deity, as 
the father, not the tyrant of the crea- 
tion, 

I would fain think as well of Mr, 
Pope's probity as I do of his ingenuity ; 
but his compliments to Bolingbroke, up- 
on topics of behaviour, in which he is no- 
toriouſly infamous, ſhock me ſo, that it 
quite diſconcerts my good opinion of him. 
I have bought his works, however, in the 
pompons edition, and read them with pe- 
culiar pleaſure. The brightneſs of his 
wit, his elegant turns, his raiſed ſentiments 
in many places, and the muſical cadence 
of his poetry, charm me prodigiouſſy. 

I think 1 muſt wiſh you joy of the ap- 
proaching peace |]. It ſeems much for 
his Majeſty's, and the Engliſh honour. 
I hope it will have a good ifſue, If any 
thing new vf moment appears, you will 
communicate it in your uſual obli, ing 
manner, I am, dear Sir, your, &c. 


1% Of the Sacrament,” by Biſhop Hoadty. 

Between the Emperor, France, Spain, 
and Sardinia, by the mediation of Great 
Britain, 


LETTER 
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LETTER XXXIL 


Dr. Herring to William Duncombe, Eq. 


Dzan Sin, Rocheſter, Dec, 17, 1735. 
I AM exceedingly aſhamed that I ſhould 

be ſo long in anſwering two very kind 
letters of yours. I have been hindered 
in ſome meaſure by the buſineſs of our 
audit, and JO will pleaſe to accept that 
excule; ſo far as it will juitly go. With 
your letters I received a moſt obliging 
F of a book “, foi which, however, 

am quite angry with you, and will think 
of ſome method of ſhewing my reient- 
ment. It is the molt agteeable book 1 
ever beheld ; and I own (though perhaps 
there is ſomething childiſh in it) I read 


Horace with a better gout, and a better un- 


derflanding, for the fine embelliſhments, 
Did you ever fee a Dutch edition of Te- 
lemaque, of peculiar beauty? 

I hope to be in London ſome time in 
the ſpring, and will give you notice of 
it; and it you chuſe to defer it till then, 


ſhall be glad to wait upon you to Lord 


Hard wicke. I ſhall be very glad to ſee 
you in the ſummer ; if nothing happens 
to interrupt my. ſcheme, I propoſe to 
ſpend a greater pait of it than uſual at 
Blechingley. | | 
Mr. D'Oyley + ſpent an evening wit 
me lately: he is much your humble ſer- 
vant, and a very genteel and agreeable 
companion. I had feen Mr. B 8 


imitations f (for ſo they are called) be- 


fore you wrote to me, and think the ſeve- 
ral ſiyles are moſt ingeniouſly hit off. I 
am, dear Sir, &c. f 


LETTER Mn. 
From the ſame to the ſame. 


Dear Sir, Blechingley, Feb. 25, 1735. 
1 RI CEIVED yout letter, and was indeed 
extiemely affected with the bad news 
of your lofs. It is molt certainly a pro- 


*The works of Horace, engiaved on cop: , 


per-plates by Mr. P.ne. 

+ Vicar of St. Nicholas, Rocheſter. 

1 The Pipe of Tobacco, in imitation of fix 
fevers] authors [viz, Dr. Young, Amb oſe 
Philips, Thomſon, Cibher, Pope, and Swift], 
by Mr. Hawkins Browne, The plan was 
ſuegeſted to him, and the imitaton of 


_ Philips ſupplied, by the late Dr. John Hoadly, 
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Book IIl. 


digious one to you, and has carried of 3 
great ſhare of your happineſs. I do not 
wonder to hear it .got the better of your 
philoſophy. Nature is too ſtrong for rea- 
ton and ſpeculation, and the fineſt layings 
of the finett moraliſts are flat and un. 
affecting upon theſe trying occaſions, 
The only thing that can give the mind 
any ſolid ſatisfadtion, is a certain con- 
placency and repoſe in the good proyi. 
dence of God, under a fincere convic- 
tion that he orders every thing for the 
belt. | 

I am glad you have got the better of 
your own indiſpoſition ; the loſs of both 
parents would have been a blow to your 
poor boy, in which his friends would have 
felt for him exceedingly. | 

I read over your wife's letter, and it 
melted me into tears; and, to (ay the 


truth (ſhe is now incapable of being 


flaitered), I was not leſs edified with the 
ſincerity, and wiſdom, and conſtancy of 
her mind, than I was affected with the 
tenderneſs of her concern for her huſband 
and her child... . I thank you for the 
favour of the ring, and am, dear Sir, 
yours, &c. 


LETTER XXXIV. 


From the ſame to the ſame. 


Dear Six, Blcchingley, Sept: 2, 1737 
II is an odd privilege to make c 
1 ſriendſhip,: to conſider it as a fort ot 
liberty of being rude, and yet it is often 
done, and I muſt now plead it as à rta- 
ſon of my negleing to acknowledge your 
obliging letter (I am aſhamed to lays) 
of the zd of Auguſt ; but indeed, if! 
had had leis regard for you, I had been 
more punctual. | 4 

You are extremely kind in your con- 
gratulations upon the King's favour 9 to 
nie. It is generally looked upon 35 3 
point of happinels, and is to be lac an 
honour ; yet, to ſay the plain truth, 1 
am in vo ioit of rapiures about It, Pay, 
indeed, not without. my apprehentons, 
that Jam making work for repentarce, 
and that my friends may hear me repeat- 
ing, ere long, Vitæ me redde f riori ! [ 


$ Dr, Herring was Juſt nominate to the 
biſiopric of Bangor. He was confirmed at 
7 1 £ 
Bow=chu:ch, January 14. 1737-8, 20G CN 
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have thought much of the affair, and can 


form to myſelf no new felicities it can 
bring me, unleſs it be the opportunities it 


may poſſibly be attended with, of living 


more among ſuch triends as you are, and 
ſome time or other doing them ſome 
good, If that ever be the caſe, I ſhall 
then think ſome amends is made me for 
the incumbrance of title and diſtinction; 
for quitting the ſweet calms of retwe- 
mens, and venturing abroad into a trou- 
bled ocean. 

I thank you for your quotation from 
Eralmus. It is moſt excellent herely, 
and would really he dee e ſo in ſome 
Proteſtant times and countries, The Bi- 
ſhop you mention “, Pope's correſpond- 
cut, would have ſpurned at it in public, 
and, perhaps, in his cloſet, fed upon the 
pleaſure it would give him. For if he 
was not worſe uſed than ever any honeit 
man in the world was, there were ſtrong 
contradictions + between his public and 
private charafter, I am your, &c. 


LE 3-4 ER: SET. 
From the ſame to the ſame. 

Prak Six, Rocheſter 1, Nov. 3, 1738. 
HAVE taken up your kind letter three 
times to anſwer, and as often been 

iterrupted, I brought it with me to 
this place yeſterday, and reſolved not to 
mls another poſt, I thank you molt af- 


ſectionately for your obliging inquiry af- 
{er me, and I bleſs God, have the ſa- 


usfaction to Inform you, that I am very 


well, after the moſt agreeable journey J 
ever had in my life. We travelled flow. 
ly and commodiovuſly, and found Wales a 
covniry altogether as entertaining as it 


vos new. The face of it is g and, and 


beſpraks the magnificerce of nature, and 
enlarge my wind fo much, in the ſame 
mam ner as the tupendouſacls of the ocean 
bots, that it was ſome time before 1 could 
2" reconciled again to the level countries. 
Their beautt:'s were all in the little taſte ; 
and, Jam afraid, it 1 hat feen Stow in 
ny way home, I ſhould have thrown 
cut tome very unmannerly refle&ions up- 
on it; I God have fniled at the little 
wacties of a u, and beheld with contempt 


be Att: 1 urv., 
Þ Hi« 1 94 ſhip held this deanery in com- 
madam with his b ſhop! ie. 
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an artificial ruin, after I kad been agree- 
ably terrified with ſomething like the 
rubbiſh of a creation. Not but that 
Wales has its Iiitle beautics too, in de- 
ligh:tul ſtreams and fine valleys ; but the 
things which entertained me were the 
vaſt ocean, and ranges of 1ocks, whotz 
foundations are hid, aud whole tops 
reach the clouds. I know {onetiung of 


your caſt of mind, I believe; and 1 will 


therefore take the liberty to give you an 
acrount of an airing one fine evening, 
which I ſhall never forget. I went out 
in ine cool of the day, and rude near 
four miles upon the ſmooth ſhure, with a 
vait extended view of the ocean, whoſe 
waves broke at our feet in gentle mur- 
murs ; from thence we turned into a vii- 
lage, with a veat church and houſes, 
which ſtood juſt at the entrance of a deep 
valley; the 1ocks roſe high and near, at 
each hand uf us, but were, n one tide, 
covered with a fine tuff, full of ſheep 
and goats, and grazing herds; and, on 
the other, varied with patches of yellow 
corn, and {pots of wocd, and here and 
there a gieat picce of a bare ock pro- 
jecting. At our feet ran a team, clear 
as cryſtal, but large and foaming, over 
vaſt ſtones rudely thrown together, of 
unequal magnitudes, and over it a wooden 
bridge, which could ſcarce be ſaid to be 
made by the hands of art; and, as at 
was the evening, the hinds appeared, in 
many paris of the ſcene, retuining home 
with pails upon their heads. | proceed 
ed in this agreeable place, till our pro- 
{pet was cloſed, though much illuminat- 
ed, by a prodigious cataract from a 
mountain, that did, as it were, Mut the 
valley. All theie images together put 
me much in mind of Pouſſin's drawings, 
and made me fancy myſelf id Savoy, at 
lealt, it not nearer Rome. Indeed. beth 
the journey, ard the country, and the te- 
lidence, were moſt plealing to me. 

Your letters always entertain me, as 
your laſt did by an agreeable poem; and, 
in ſome fort of return, I cannot help 
mentioning a French book to you, which 
I b oveht in the coach with me, „ Le 
Hayſan paruenue ! It is a book of 
eallaniry, but very + modett; but the 
thin-s which entertaived me, were the 
juitneſs of ſome characters in it, and the 
y1eat penetration into human natuss. 1 
am your, &c. 


T EV Miuiveus, 
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LETTER xxxvi. 
Dr. Herring to William Duncombe, Eſq. 


Dear Sir, Kenſington, Sept. 11, 1739, 
12 uſually much pleaſed with your 
letters to me, and ſar from being of- 
fended with your laſt; but, in truth, 1 
am grieved moſt finecrely to find you 
give ſo melancholy an account of your 
Rate of health. I kuow how to ſympa- 
thize with you, having, in the courſe of 
= life, been very ſenſible of every one 
of your complaints. Fevers and coughs 


I always applied to the doctor for ; but. 


as to thoſe diſagreeable palpitations you 
mention, I removed them (for I was not 
twenty! when 1 firſt had them) by exer- 
ciſe (riding) and good company; that, 
1 find, is the doctor's preſcription to you, 
which 1 hope you follow, and wich daily 
benefit. . | 

I met your. letter here on my return 
from Wales. I. bleſs God for it, Iam 
come home quite well, after a very ro- 
mantic, and, upon looking back, I think 
ut a moſt perilous journey. It was the 
year of my primary viſitation, and I de- 
termined to ſee every part of my dioceſe ; 
to which purpoſe, I mounted my horſe, 
and rode intrepidly, but flowly, through 
North-Wales, to Shrewſbury. I am a 
little afraid, if I ſhould be particula: in 
my deſcription, you would think I am 
playing the traveller upon you; but, in- 
deed, I will ftick religiouſly to truth; 


and, becauſe a little journal of my expe- 


dition may be ſome minutes amuſement, 
1 will take the liberty to give it you. I 
1ememher, in my laſt year's pifiure of 
North Wales “, you complimented me 
with ſomewhat of a poetical fancy ; that, 
I am confident, you will not do now: 
for a man may as well expect poetical fire 
at Copenhagen, as amidſt rhe dreary 
rocks of Mcrionethſhire. You find, by 
this intimation, that my landicapes are 
like to be ſomething different from what 
they were before, tor I talk a litile in the 
_ Ryle of Othello, 
2 Of antres vaſt, and deſerts idle, 
Rough quarries, rocks and hills, whoſe 
h-ads touch heaven!“ 

I ſet out upon this adventurous jour- 
ney on a Monday morning, accompanied 

(as biſhops uſually ate) by my chancel- 


® See the laſt letter. 


ei, and my guide pointed to à narrow 
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lor, my chaplain, ſecretary, two or three 


| friends, and our ſervants. The firſt part 


of our road lay croſs the foot of a lon 
ridge of rocks, and was over a drea 
morals, with here and there a (mall dark 
cottage, a few ſheep, and more goats in 
view, but not a bird to be (een, ſave, 
now and then, a ſolitary hern, watchin 
for frogs. At the end of four. of their 
miles, we got to a ſmall village, where 
the view of things mended a little, and 
the road and the time were beguiled hy 
travelling for three miles along the ſide 
of a fine take, full of fiſh, and tranſya- 
rent as glaſs. That pleaſure over, our 
work became very arduous, for we were 
to mount a rock, and in many places of 
the road; over natural ſtairs of ftone. 1 
ſubmitted to this, which, they told me, 
was but a taſte of the country, and'to 
prepare me for worle things to come, 
However, worſe things did not come that 
morning, for we dined ſoon after out of 
our own wallets; and though our inn 
ſtood in a place of the moſt frightful ſo- 
litude, and the beſt formed for the habit- 
ation of monks (who once poſſoſſed it) 
in the world, yet we made a cheerful 
meal. The novelty of the thing gave 
me ſpirits, and the air gave me appetite, 
much keener than the Knife I ate with, 
We had our muſic too, for there came in 
a harper, who loou diew about us a 
group of figures, that Hogarth would 
give any price for. The harper was in 
his true place and attitude; a man and 
woman ood before him, finging to his 
inſtrument wildly, but not diſagreeably ; 
a little dirty child was playing with the 
bottom of the harp ; a woman, in a ſick 
night-cap, hanging over the fairs; a 
boy with crutches, fixed in a ftaring at- 
tention, and a girl caiding wool in the 
chimney, and rocking a cradle with her 
naked feet, interrupted in her buſineis by 
the charms of the muſic ; all ragged and 
dirty, and all filently attentive. Thee 
figures gave us a moſt entertaining pic- 
ture, and would pleaſe you, or any man 
of obſervation ; and one reflection gave 
me particular comfort, that the aſſembly 
before vs demonſtrated, that, even here, 
the influential ſun warmed peor mortals, 
and inſpired them with love and muſic. 
When we had diſpatched our meal, 
and had taken a view of an old church, 
very large for that country, we remount- 


pals 
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paſs between two rocks, through which, 


- be (aid, our road lay; it did fo, and, in 


a little time, we came at it; the inhabit- 


ants call it, in their language, the 


« road of kindneſs.” It was made by 
the Romans for their paſſage to Carnar- 
yon, It is juſt broad enough for an 
horſe, paved with large flat tones, and 
is not level, but riſes and falls with the 
rock, at whoſe foot it lies. It is half a 
mile long. On the right hand a vaſt 
rock hangs almoſt over you; on the left, 
cloſe to the path, is a precipice, at the 
bottom of which rolls an impetuous tor- 
rent, bounded on the other fide, not by 
a (hore, but by a rock, as bare, not fo 
{mooth, as a whetſtone, Which riſes half 
2 mile in perpendicular height. Here 
we all diſmounted, not only from reaſons 


ol juſt fear, but that I might be at lei- 


ſure to contemplate, in pleaſure, mixed 
with horror, this ſtupendous mark of the 
Creator's power. Having paſſed over a 
noble bridge of ſtone, we found ourſelves 
upon a fine ſand, then left by the ſea, 
which here indents upon the country, and 
arrived in the evening, paſſing over more 
rough country, at our deſtined inn, The 
accommodations there were better than 


expected, for we had good beds and a 


friendly hoſteſs, and I flept well, though, 
by the number of beds in the room, I 
could have fancied myſelf in an hoſpital. 
The next morning I confirmed at -the 
church, and after dinner tet ont tor the 
metropolis of the country, called Dol- 
gelle: there I ſtayed and did buſiveis the 
next day, and the ſcene was much mend- 
ed, The country I had hitherto paſſed 
through, was like one not made by the 
Father of the creation, hut in-the wrath 
of power; but here were inhabitants, a 


town and church, à river and fine mea- 


dows. However, on the Thurſday, I 
had one more iron mountain, of twe 
miles, to paſs, and then was entertained 
with the green hills of Montgomeryſhire, 
high indeed, but turfed up to the top, 
nd productive of the fineſt ſheep; and 
om this time the country and the pro- 
ſpecls gradually mended, and, indeed, 
the whole œconomy of nature, as we ap- 
proached the fun; and you cannot con- 
cewe what an air of cheertulnels it gave 
„ to compare the deſolations of North 
Wales, with the fine vallies and hills of 
*lontgomeryſhire, and the fruitful green 
belds of fair Warwickſhire ; for I made 
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myſelf amends in the following part of 
my journey, ditecting my courſe through 
Shrewſbury, Woolverhampton, Birming- 
ham, Warwick, and Oxtorid, ſome of 
the finett towns and fineft counties in the 
iſland. But I muſt top, and not uſe you 
unmercifully, : 

I can ſend you no news from hence. 
Yeſterday I heard Sir Robert had got his 
ague azain, 1 doubt too he has affairs 
upon his hands more troubleſome than 
any ague ; for 1 find very wiſe people in 
fearful apyrehenbons about the event of 
the war. I am afraid we ſhall hear of 
great miſchief at fea, from the ſtorm of 
laſt night, and the high wind of this + 
morning. 

I pray God to 1 ſtore you ſoon to a 
perfect tate of health. I am your, &c, 


LETTER XXXVII. 


From the ſame to the ſame. 


Drax Six, Recheſter, Dec. 16. 1740. 
12 {ure it is high time for me to 

make my acknowledgments to you, 
for two Ja entertaining letters. Your 
reproots of my ingratitude are very gen- 
teel, but very Rrong and efficacious; ad 
there is no bearing the reprimand of a 
ſecond obliging letter, when the farit had 
been neglected. 

The ver(cs you ſent me are very ſenſi- 
ble and touching, and the ſentiments in 
them, I doubt not, exhilarated the hood 
tor ſome time, and ſutp ended the black 
execution ; but his diſtemper, it may be 
ſaid, got the better, and carried hun off 
at laſt, I would willingly put that con- 
ſtruction upon theſe melancholy accidents, 
and then leave the ſufferers to the Father 
of mercies. I read them to a young gen- 
tleman here, a Wrexham man, who knew 
the author, and lived in that country with 
an ur cle who was intimate with him. 

I have been amuſei, in my leifng 
hours from bufmels, wh ““ Anti- Ma- 
„ chiavel,” indeed, much entertained 
with him. You know the author is a 
royal ohe“; and if he puts his ſpecula- 
tions into practice, if bad times ſhould 
come, and toneſt men be torced to quit 
Old Englanii, I would eideavour, it 1 
coutd ſupport that char aGter, 0 put my- 
ſelt under his govetument and protection. 


* The king of Pruſſia. 


He 


b 
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He has expoſed, very juſtly, the little- 
neſs of Machiavel's principles, who form- 
ed his maxins among the petty ſtates of 
Italy, and/ſupported the juſtnels of them 
upon the example of a Cæſar Borgia. 
In my opinion, this book of the king of 
Pruiha is much more in the ſtyle a: d 
character of a great prince, than the 
cclebrated Ex Baoiann, unieſs we ze 
to ſupple. every Chriſtian p ince to ſup- 
port the two characters of king aud 
prieſt; for the book laſt mentioned is 
more agreeable to the ſacred function, as 
1 believe, in real truth, it was the work 
of one of us. I am, &c. 


LETTER XXXVII. 


Dr. Herring to William Duncombe, Eſq. 
Biſhop-Thorp “, 


Dzan Six, September 18, 1743. 


| HEN L have given you a ſhort ac- 


count of myſelf from the middle of 
May, when 1 left London, you will eafily 
ſee the . reaſon of my ſilence with regard 
to a fiiend's correſpondence, whom | 
have now known many years, and truly 
elteemed 3s many. [I have been extreme- 
ly entertained by both your letters, but, 
literally ſpeaking, it has been hardly 
in my power to thank you for them, my 
time has been ſo paicelled out, in ſpne 
of any ſchemes of my own, I-was above 
a foitnight upon the road, before 1 
reached Biſhop-Vhorp, and immediately 
entered here upon a new 4ound of com- 
pliments and entertainment, trom which 
4 reticated, after ten days, by changing 
tlie ſcene, aud fulfilling my ſecond plan 
of viſitation, Atter a ſhort receſs, I 
entered upon a third, and, at a pro- 


per diſtance of time, upon a fourth, 


which ended a fortnight ago, and com- 
pleted my viſrotion. I] bleſs God for it, 
{ have finiſhed the work, not only with- 
out hurt, but with great pleature to my- 
telf, and I returned howe with great la- 
tistaction of heart for having done my 
duty, and acqumed a fort of knowl-dge 
of the dioceſe, which can he hid by no- 


thing but perſonal inſpection. I have: 


traverſed, by this means, a prodigious 
tract of ground, ſeen all poſſible variety 


Near Vork. Dr. Herrine had been. 
tranflates} to that archiep topo] fte (on the 
death of archb ſhop Blackburn) in the April 
preceding the Cate ot this letter, | 
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of country, many rich and populous 
towns, and ſome of the fineit ſeats of the 
kingdom, and what may give you, by 
the rules of proportion, a great idea of 
the importance of this diſtrift of Eng- 
land, I am confident I have confirmed 
above thirty thouſand people. I could 
enter, with pleaſure, into a minute de. 


 leription of every thing that fell within 


my obſervation; but I chuſe to reſerye 
that, to fill up ſo ne agreeable hours 
when you favour me in the winter with 
your company at Kenſington, where [| 
purpoſe to be, God willing, before Ne. 
vember. But I caunot omit the plea. 
ſure I took in my laſt expedition, which 
was a viſit to Caltle- Howard F (where ! 
tpent two days) where there is every 
proviſion for elegant life, which plea- 


ſure and magnificence, condutted with 


the bett cm, can afford, 1 fancy 
yon are acquainted with this noble feat; 
for Mr. Bewlay, who is your humble 
ſervant and friend, told me you fpent 
ſome time at York a ſummer or wo ago, 
I have had ſome lite intercourſe with 
Mr, Bewlay, with whoſe manner I am 
much taken. I hope he is as honeſt as 
agreeable. TE 

I am in great pain for our affairs in 
Germany, I pray God ſend us a good 
account of them, and, as foon as miy 
be, a laſhing peace; for we have head 
more than enough of the devaſtations of 
war, audi famine, and plague, things 
that ſhock all philcſophy, and can only be 
ſolved by a religion founded in a futdie 
lite. f 
Without a bit of flattery, I mult com- 
mend your *+piſile to Iccivs t, which is 
ezly and natural, and a jult expreſſion of 
the poet's ſenſe in one of his mott uſeful 
houzs, when he haa laid aide the gal- 
lant, and put on the air of the philoſo- 
pher. I ſhall take it as a teſtimony of 
your friendſhip, which I deſue to conti- 
rue and improve, if you will favour me, 
now and then, with any picces of your 
own, or ſuch as you approve of others, 
am, &c. 5 


+ The ſeat of the Farl of Carl ſ e. | 
T Tranllated from Horace, b. i, epiſt. 1+ 
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LETTER XXXIX. 


Extra of a Letter from Mr. Duncombe to 
Archbiſhop Herring. 


Frith-ſtreet, June io, 1744. 

V R. Pope, I hear, has left the bulk of 

his fortune to Mrs. Blount, a lady to 
whom, it is thought, he either was, or, 
at leaſt, ought to have been ma' ried. 
The Earl of Marchmont, Lord Bathurſt, 
Mr. Murray“, and Mr. Arbuthnot . 
are his extcutors. He has bequeathed 
all his manuſcripts to Lord Bolingbroke, 

[ am told that he has left many plans 
and fragments, but few finiſhed pieces, 
A report is ſpread about town, that, dur- 
ing his illneſs, a diſpute happened, in 
his chamber, between his two phyſicians, 
B rion (who is fince dead himſclt f) and 
Thompſon 3 the former charging the 
liner with, haſtening his death, by the 
violent purges he had preſcribed, and 
the other retorting the charge. Mr. 
Pop? at length filenced them, by ſaying, 
© Gefitlemen, I only learn, by your diſ- 
couile, that I am in a very dangerous 
way; therefore all I have now to atk is, 
that the following epigram may be added, 
aiter my death, to the next edition of the 
Dunciad, by way of poſt ſcript. 

* Dunces, rejoice, forgive all cenſures paſt; 
The greateſt dunce has kill'd your foe at 
laſt.” 

However, I have been ſince told, that 
title lines were really written by Burton 
bimielf; and the following epigram,. by 
a friend of Thomplon, was occaſioned 
by the foregoing one: 

„As phyſic and verſe both to Phatbus 
: e lone, : 

$0 the College oſt dabble in potion and ſong 3 
Fence Buiton, xeiolv'd his emetics ſhall hit, 
When tis recipe falle, gives a puke with his 


* 


wit, 

Ir. Thompſon is going to publiſh 
Pope's caſe. I find he is in high repute 
with ſeveral perſons of diflinftion. 


'1 ſhall teave the doctor and Mr. Pope, | 


* | | : 
"ii a few lines taken from a poetical 


fpiltle, add: efſed many years ago to the 
Ts J b, - 
Juke of Chandos, by my friend, Dr. 


Nou Ear! Min ſic Id. 


_F Of the cout of exchequer, only ſon of 
. Arbuthaot. 
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1u.vived Mr,-Pope not above ten 
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Cowper 8, which. might paſs for an en 


comium on the latter, if he had made a 
proper application of his wit and fine 
genius. 0 

* Good-natur'd wit a talent is from heaven, 
For nobleft purpoſes to mortals given: 
Studious to pleaſe, it ſe ks not others harm, 
Cuts but to heal, and fights but to difarm. 

It cheers the ſpirits, ſmooths the anxious 
brow, 

Enlivens induſtry, and chaſes woe; 

In beauteaus colours dreſſes home-ſpun truth, 

And wildom recommends to heedleſs youth; 

At vice it points the ſtrongeſt ridicule, 

And ſhames to virtue every vicious fool! 

Like you, my loid, it all mankind invites, 

Like you inſtructs them, and like you 
delights," 

It is impoſſible to write a letter now, 
without tinctuting the ink with tar-water. 
This is the common topic of diſ-ourte 
both among the rich and poor, high and 
low ; and the Biſhop of Cloyne has made 
it as faſhionable as going to Vauxhall or 
Ranelazh. Dr. Carlton (a phyſician, 
who lives in the Duke of Bedford's fa- 
mily) thinks it may be uſeful in teveral 
caſes, but diſſikes the Biſhop's manner of 
preparing it, in which he thinks the in- 
fuſion of tar much too ſtror g. However, 
the faculty in gereral, and the whole 
poſſe of apothecaries, are very angry 
both with the author and the book, which 
makes many people ſuſpect it is a good 
thing. All that 1 know. of it is, that 
it has relieved two of my friends from 
ſtubbora coughs; at leall, they them- 
ſetves think fo. 

I have undertaken to be editor of the 
work || mentioned in theſe propoſals for 
two reaſons : | 

Fiſt, I really thiok it worthy the view 
of the public; and the eſſays, in parti- 
cular, filled with curious and uncommon * 


thoughts ; and, 


Secondly, I hope the publication may 
be of ſome ſervice to a very good Wo- 


§ Son of judge Cowper, then rector ot 
Berkhamſted, Hertfordſhire, and one of his 
Majeſty's chaplaias. | 
Poems on ſeveral occaſions, and twe 
critical eſſays, viz. the firſt on the harmo- 
ny, variety, and power of numbers, whe- 
& ther in Proſe or verſe, and the other on 
the numbers of Paradiſe Loft, (written at 


4 


— 


1 


PY 
* 


the deſire of Mr. Richardſon the painter) 
in one volume quarto, by Mr, Samuel. 
14 


Say.“ Theſe Eſſays have been much ap- 
proved by the beſt judges. Mr, Say was a 
diſſenting miniſter in Weſtminſter. He died. 
in 1743 i ä 

% 
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man, in the decline of life, and one of 
the beſt of daughters“. 3 

In a letter from a correſpondent at 
York, are theſe words ; 

„ Our worthy dioceſan is now at Bi- 
ſhop-Thorp, and every day riſing in 
the eſteem of this extenſive county. 
The clergy and laity ſeem to vie with 
one another in their affection towards 
him.” 

The former part of this letter was 
written betore Mr. Pope's will was print- 
ed, It ſeems he was under an odd per- 
plexity about extreme unction. If he 
did not receive it, it would diſguſt the 
catholics ; if he did, and ſhould recover, 
his protellant friends would rally him. 
It is likely he thought of it, as Auguſtus 
of Poland did of his bead-roll, Ceft une 
bagatelle. I am, my Lord, &c. 


LE ((. 


Archbiſhop Herring to William Duncombe, 
| Eft: 


Dzar Six, Biſhop-Thorp, July 1, 1744. 
You were very obliging in ſending me 
the account you did of Mr. Pope, 
for we were ſo far from knowing any of 
thoſe particulars of his exit, that we 
were but juſt ſure that he was gone. 
He wanted nothing but good-nature, and 
the ſvirit of true freedom (which he 
had only in idea), to make him excellent ; 
and yet, perhaps, his acrimony was the 
ſting of the bee, for ſuch he was, rather 
than a waſp. . 

Though we are fo backward in ſome 
ſort of intelligence, we are perfectly ac- 
quainted with the virtues of tar-water ; 
ſome have been cured, as they think, 
and ſome made fick by it; and I do 
think it a defect in the good Biſhop's 
recommendation of it, that he makes it 
a catholicon; but, I dare be confident, 
he believes it ſuch. 

I cannot tell what the good people 
of London think of our public affairs. 
We that judge two hundred miles from 
the capital, are not without our appre- 
henſions. There is ſomething diſagree- 
able to reflect, that we are ſecured at 


* Married to Mr. Toms, a diſſenting mi- 
miſter, at Hadleigh, in Suffolk. 
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home by ſtrangers f; and abroad, if 


not at the mercy of our enemies, yet 
certainly, upon the defenſive, I ee, by 
a letter from the camp, that our officers 
there are quite angry with the Dutch, 
but, perhaps, they are more the objets 
of pity. 

I ſhall be extremely pleaſed with half 


a dozen copies of Mr. Say's book. 1 


am, dear Sir, yours, &c. 


LETTER. IX, 
From the ſame to the ſane. 


Dax Sir, Biſhop-Thorp, May 15, 1744. 
I Was ſorry, in my little hurry of buſi- 
neſs before my journey, that I loft 
the opportunity of ſeeing you. I thank 
you and your fon for the agreeable pre- 
ſent that was left me. I congratulate 
you upon the hopeful proſped you have 
of your ſon's ingenuity, and I pray God 
continue him in the ſame ſenſe of his 
duty which I know you have been care- 
ful to inſtil into him. I ſhall be glad 
to be ſome way inſtrumental to it, by 
recommending him to a good tutor, 
which, I am very well affured, Mr. 
Heaton, of Bene't, is; for ſuch is his 
character to me, and I know he is a per- 
ſon extremely acceptable to the preſent 
maſter of the college, Mr. Calle, to 
whom I will take the liberty to recom- 
mend your ſon, by giving him a letter 
to him, if you pleaſe to give me notice 
of the preciſe time ef his going for ad- 
miſſion. | | 
Our news from Flanders has been diſ- 
agreeable enough. ft, and yet there is a 
mixture of honour in the diſappointment, 
which gives one ſpirits and hopes; ard 
it is certainly better to miſcarry in the 
field of battle, through temerity, than 
cowardice, I am, dear Sir, &c. 


+ 6000 Dutch troops. 
t The battle of Fontenoy, May 1. 
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LETTER XIII. 


From the ſame to the ſame. 


Dear Si, Biſhop-Thorp, July 29, 1745. 
[ Au in your debt for three letters, the 

laſt of which met me here, at my 
return out of Nottinghamſhire, where I 
went to viſit a friend “, ſnug and private, 
as I boped, but I found it quite other- 
wiſe, and am really returned to this 
place for retirement, However, my 


journey was very agreeable, I paid ſome | 


compliments to gieat folks, who love to 
be complimented, and got into the ac- 
quaintance and characters of ſome of 
the principal gentry in that part of my 
dioceſe. 

I thank you for your offer of the cu- 
riofities, I mean the forms of prayer col- 
led by Mr. Say 1; but as I am never 
likely to be employed in forming compo- 
tions of that fort for the public ft, that 
wotk being in the province of Canter- 
bury, they will be of no uſe to me; for 
common uſe, the common form will ſerve 
my purpoſe. a g 

[| was extremely pleaſ-d to hear of 


your kind reception at Cambridge, If 


| had had no hand in it, the good maſ- 
ter's natural temper would have prompted 
bim to have behaved towards you in the 
manner that he did. I dare fay you will 
have go reaſon of any kind to repent 
your ſon's admiſſion into Bene't college, 
where I wiſh him every poſlible ſucceſs. 
Tom Pyle His a learned and worthy, as 
well as a lively and entertaining man. 
Jo he ſure, his ſucceſs has not been equal 
to his merit, which yet, perhaps, is in 
lome meaſure owing to himſelf, for that 
very tmpetnoſity of ſpirit, which, under 
proper government; renders him the 
acieeable creature he is, has, in ſome 
crcumſtances of life, got the better of 
tim, and hurt his views. 

Your laſt letter brought me very diſa- 
preeable news, and 1 began to thiak, 


Dr. William Herring, rector of Carleton. 
＋ On public occaſions, from the time of 
ichbiſhop Lend. 
+ . x . 8 
+ Unickely as it was, this event, however, 
eon happen, 
inter of Lynn-regie, ca non re ſide n- 
ot Saliſbury, and author of a paraphraſe 
ies Acts, Fpiitles, and Revelations. He 


tron 1545, aged 84. Sixty Sermons by 


M OD ER N. 


579 


that it was really Hannibal ad portas, 
and fo it will prove if Oſtend be taken ||. 
This acquiſition in North America““ is 
ſomething, and, I ſuppoſe, . pleaſes the 
merchants. Sure it is not poſſible for 
the Dutch to act the part of which they 
are ſuſpected. If they do, let France be 
our ally, and lord of the Seven Provinces ! 
An open enemy is a friend, compa ed to 
a ſecret and perfidious one. By this 
means they would reduce the royal duke 
to.the Fauces Caudine FF. I am, &c. 


LETTER um 


From the ſame to the ſame. 
Dear Six, Biſhop-Thorp, Oc. 15, 1745. 


I Was extremely mortified at a letter to- 


day from Mr. Herring, in which he 
told me, that he had not ſent you a fer- 
mon ft and ſpeech |||}, becauſe he did not 
know where you lived. I aſk your par- 
don for being ſo carcleſs; but, indeed, I 
had given him my orders to you (as 
was iight, I am fare) among the firſt of 
my fricnds. 

You ſe what a buſtle theſe ruſfiang 
have made in the nation. [I little thought 
I thould have been the ſubject of ſo 
much obſervation at this juncture, my 
meaning being only to diſcharge my duty 
in my proper ſphere and ſtation ; but, be 
the event what it will, I hope I ſhall 
have the grace never to repent of doing 
my belt ſervice to my country. 


him, on plain and practical ſubj-&s, were 
publiſhed in two volumes octavo, in 1773. 
Mr. Whiiton ſays, chat Dr. Sydall, with 
Mr. Pyle, f-n, of Lynn, were the two 
© beſt ſcholars that he ever examined for 
© holy orders, while he was chaplain to Dr. 
©© Moor, biſhop of Norwich.“ Memoirs of 


* 


his Life, p. 287. 


|} Oftend was taken, Auguſt 14, and, og 
December 4, Hanniba Iwzs at the gates—the 
Pretender was at Derby, | 

* Cape Breton. 

++ Or © the Caudian Forks,” The dan- 
ger and diſgrace of the Romans in thoſe nar- 
row paſſ-s may be ſcen in Livy, b. ix. 

tt Preached at the cathedral-church of 
York on occaſion of the rebellion in Scot- 
land, Sept, 22. 

On the fame occaſion to the nobility, 

gentry, and clergy, at the caſtle of York, 


Sept. 24. This was the fuſt alarm that was 


given to the nation, and will ever be re- 
membe red to his Graze's honvar, | 
| | Our 


— r ont eas 
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Our beſt intelligences from the North 
ſeem to agtee, that the rebels are much 
divided, and, I hope in God, the next 
news will be, that they are in confuſion. 
What is the matter an the city of Lon- 
Gon ? there is n jealouſy and gloominefs, 


quite diſagreeable z and I hear a diſcou- 


raging account of Oxfoid. 

If you pleaſe to call at Mr Heiring's 
when you go into the city, a ſermon and 
ſpe:ch are extremely at your ſervice, 1 
am, dcar Sir, yours, &c, 


LETTER KXLIV, 


Archbiſhop Herring to William Duncombe, 
= Ejq. 


Pzar SIR, Biſhop-Thorp, June 25, 1746. 
INCE bad news mult be told, { think 
it an honeſt art, for the comfort of 

this chequered life, to convey. it in as 

agreeable manner as may be, and mix 

iin ſome fort with pleaſe, Your good 

brother *T&paying.a debt which, ſerius, 
octus, is due from us all; but, I date ſay, 
you! kird preſence contributts not a little 
to highten his ſpirit, and footh the cares 
of his family; an I thank you, When you 
told me a (tory that gave me real con- 
ce:r, that you blended entertainment 
with it. If the good man is fill amongſt 


ne, my bett wiſhes are with him; if he 


is mingled with the greater number, 
peace he to his wanes; and 1 hope avd 
believe that he Ieaves a fon behind him, 
o a temper and diſpoſition to imitate ſo. 
good a father. 

Your triend Bewley dincd with me the 
other day. He told me, your brother 
was fill alive, by his laſt intelligence. 
I propoſe to be better acquainted with 
Mr. Bewley. He is a very agreeable 
man, and has the air and appearance of 
a very honeit oe. I pretend to ſme 
tk'Il in taces. No way is infallible, but 
I am confhdent that 1s one way to the 
hearts ot men.” As I do not love to he 
idle, I bave done a good deal here at my 


- premiſes, nd [ have . called 5 in Mir. 


Bewley. who has a turn for it, to plan 
me a tew moe alterations. I hope what 


® Jotn Duncembe, Elq. of Stocks, in 
Hento:;cla.ce, He died June zo, 1746. 
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I have is now my own, to the end of 
my ſhort leaſe; at leaſt no northern jr. 
ruptions are likely to horten it. Ol! 
Lovat, the arch rebel, is taken; and the 
chiefs are now ſuffering the juſt puniſb- 
ment of the moſt perfidious rebell1on that 
ever men were guilty of. Their conptry 
is the picture of deſolation; half the 
men flaia ; families periſhing for wat; 
houſes and huts burnt ; corn deftiroyed 
tor forage ; not a ſpire of graſs; woods 
burnt to the ground, for the compals df 
twenty miles; and even their private 
fiſheries all drained to ſupply a devow'ing 
army. This is the ſtate of the enemy. 
country. and ſurely no other than the 
efteQs of the jaſteſt vengeance; and yr 
there is a horror in the ſcene, which 
makes nature ſh:ink hack at the reflection. 
Pi aiſed be the goodneſs of God, for pre- 
ſerving to us the bleſſings of a juſt an! 
gentle government!- I am, dear $:, 
yours, &c, 


LETTER. AN 
From the ſame to the ſame. 


DAR Sir, Biſhop-Thorp, Ott. 21, 174 


Have taken both your letters into my 
hands a great many times to ante, 
and been as often prevented. I nere 
did, nor ever will forget my friends, 
certainly not ſuch friends as yourtel!, 
whom I have known ſo long, and from 
whoſe correſpondence I have reccive 
both pleaſure and profits | 
The maſter of Bene't + made me a u. 
ſit this ſummer, and 1 was extieme!y 
pleaſed to hear him ſpeak with uncon- 
mon regard of your fon. He does not 
ſpeak lightly, and never inſincetely. 
We have had and ſtill enjoy the five! 
ſraſon imaginable, which, with other 
reafons, would detain me longer bers, 
but I am thinking of Landon, for th: 
voice ard countenance of every indie 
dual friend will at preſent have its wie t 
the ſupport of the king,'s government : 
Though the fechle help ob treache10"s 
allies, our neighbour-king is certainly tos 
mnch for us, and, I think, we have n0- 
thing to do, but practiſe Phocion's pol 


J 


cy, who adviſed his countrymen not to 


+ Mr, Caſtle, ; 
q alte 
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quarcel with Alexander, vl they found 
they could beat him. 1 with ſome of our 
great men could practiſe another piece of 
his policy, which was, to divert the arms 
of that grand monarque. But Phocion is 
a name of bad omen. He lived when the 
Grecian ſtate was expiring. - | 

R:therforth's antagoniſt is à lady“, 
the wits of a clergyman in Northumber- 
1nd ; I cannot recolle& her name. I am, 


dear dir, your affecttonste triend, &c. 


LETTER XLVI. 


Archbiſhop * "Fi the . Rev. Mr. 
oA. 


Kenſing ton, 
January 28, 1747-8. 


Rev. SIR, 


THANK you moit kindly for your - 


gocd letter, and am better plated 
ah your Chriſtian wiſhes for me, than 
with a hundred compliments I have re- 
ceived in picked and elegant phralcs. 
Yours, I am ſure, coine from a good 
heart and a ſober judsment. I will do 
the beſt I can in this ſtation, to which, 
deed, I have been forced. And as 
neither pricle, nor ambi-1on, nor covet- 
oufneſs tempted me to d tie it, ſo it is 
Py duly p:ayer to G d, that in the ule 


aid exerciſe of this great office, I may 


keep my heart and my hands five from 
thoſe ſad temptations. What you hint 
about the form of p ayer, your age, and 


learning, and experience give you a 


right tw ſay; but jt becomes them who 
have leſs of all thoſe. to be a little more 
iefrrved; the fame form is come out by 


authority for this year. Many good men 


concur with you on the tnbj*& of the 
murrain 173 and, Lam afra d. in a little 
time, it will make the ſtouteſt of us cry 
out for mercy, and rrach thoſe high 
places, which ſcem almoſt out of the 
reach of ſuch calamities, Upon your 
hint, I looked over the forms of prayer, 
and find one for the 17th, of January, 
1703-4. This, I ſuppoſe, is what you 

* Mrs, Cockbuin. Her works were af- 
t-rwards publiſhed by Lr. Birch. The 


pamphlet to which the archbiſhop here al- 


ludcs, is entitled, © Remarkson the Principles 
and Realonings of Dr. Rutherforth's Eſſay 
** on the Nature and Obligation of Virtue,” 

F In conſequence, as it ſhould ſeem, of 
Mr. Whitton's deſire, a prayer Was aiter- 
wards ordered on this account, being firſt 
read (as he obſerves) in Lyndon church, in 
Rutland, May 19, 1748, 
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mean, and I ſend you one of the prayers 
tranſcribed. I am, reverend Sir, Your 
aſſured friend. 


LETTER XLVII. 
Archbiſhop Herring tothe Rev. Dr. Benſox. 


Kenſington, 

Rev. Six, February 2, 1747-8. 
1 CannorT fatisfy myſelf with having 

ſent a cold and common anſwer of 
thinks, for your volume of meſt exce}- 
lent ard uſeful ſermons. I do it in this 
manner with great eiteem and cordiality, 
I thank' you, at the fame time, as be- 
comes me to do, for your very obliging 
goo! withes. The ſubject on which my 


trends convratulate me, is, in truth, 


matter of conſtant anxiety to me. I hope 
I have an honeſt intention, and, for the 
relt, I muſt rely on the good grace of 
God, and the counſel and alliſtance of 
my friends. | : 

I think it happy, that Jam called up 
to this- high ſtation, at a time when 
ſpite, and rancour, and narrown?e;s of 
{p111t are out of countenance: when we 
b exthe the benign and comfortable air 
of lib-rty and toleration; and the teach- 
ers of aur common religion make it their 
buineſs to extend its efſentral influence, 
and juin in ſupporting its true intereſt 
ard honour. No tines ever called more 
loudly upon protettants for zeal, and uni- 
ty, 2 d charity I am, reverend Sir, 
your allured triend, 2 


LETTER -XLVHL 
Archbiſhop Herring to V. Duncombe, Eſq. 


DEAN Sin, Kenſington, May 18, 1748. 


As yau inßhſt upon it, that the library 
at Lambeth f.a}l he enriched by your 
very bountiful preſent t, 1 accept it, 
with thanks, for myſelf and ſucceſſors, 
and they ſhall be depoſited with proper 
care an! acanowledg ment. Your letter 
was brought to me in company, and I 
u:dcritood your ſervant hot away like a 
hoſt. x 
I hall always lie glad to (oe you, and 
hope von will not defer your viſits till I 
get to Lambeth. 
Your fon writes well, and I feel his 
agitaiions before his a. I remember, 


1 Rymet'“s Fee er:, 17 vols. folio. 
| I never 
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I never was more frightened than on the 


like occaſion. I heard of the riot of theſe 
boys “ before, There is nothing in the 
buſineſs extremely tragical, but it is an 
inſtance how general a ſpirit of miſrule is 
gone forth amongſt us. 

Poor D'Oyley's death I heard of the 
day after it happened. I remember his 
collection of books. I ſhould be glad to 
ſee a catalogue of them, and poſſibly I 
might think of purchaſing them . I 
thank you for your ingenious ſonnet, and 
am, dear Sir, your aſſured friend. 

Pray fee my picture at Hudſon's, If 
you like it, I will order a copy, and fit 
once or twice, but, I proteſt, I am tired 
of that work. h 


LE TER XLS. 
Archbiſhop Herring to W. Duncombe, Ejq. 


Dax Six, Lambeth, May 15, 1750. 
E aſſured that I want no remem- 
brancer to ſerve you, or the very de- 
ſerving young man your ſon, He ſhall 
not loſe the fellowſhip at Bene't, through 
any failure in me to help him, and ! 
know you will leave the manner ef it 
to me, 
| I was the other day at your friend 
Mr. Richardſon's , to ſee a head of bi- 
. ſhop Fleetwood, of his father's painting. 
He was very polite; and, on my aſking 
whether he would part with it, he con- 
ſented, . and we ſoon agreed upon the 
terms &. I am, dear Sir, your afſured 
friend. | 


LETTER L 
From the ſame to the ſame. 


Lambcth-Houle, 

n., April 18, 1752, 

A the author || choſe to convey the 
incloſed © to me by your hands, I de. 


* The under-graduates at Cambridge, on 
the time and mode of the exerciſe performed 
by the batchelors of arts being altered. 

+ They were purchaſed by Mr, Whiſton, 

bookſeller, in Plect-ſtreet. 

I In Queen-{quare, 

— I This picture che archbiſhop bequeathed, 
by his laſt will, to the late earl of Hard- 
wicke, his“ ever honoured friend.“ 

i Iſaac Hawkins Browne, Eſq; member of 
parliament. for Wenlock, in Shroplh re. 

q A MS. copy of his Latin poem, De 
Aim Inmmertalitate, 
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letter. 


Bock Ill. 


fire te return it to him the ſame way, but 
upon condition that you give him m 
fincereſt thanks for the peruſal of it. It 
has given me prodigious pleaſure; and [ 
have but one, or perhaps two reaſons, 
for forbearing the ſtrongeſt encomium, 
I wiſh to God, Lucretius had had fo good 
a ſubjeA, and ſo much at his heart! 
The author's intentions *“ do me ho- 
nour, and I am proud of being tranſmit. 
ted to poſterity, as a friend to ſuch doc: 
trine, ſo explained and illuminated, De 
Sir, yours faithfully. 


LETTER LL 


From the ſame to the ſame, 


Drar Six, Croydon, June 25, 1752: 
PT Ht country, 1 perceive, has a fine 
effect upon you, and it is well for 
you rejuveneſcere ; tor I know, from more 


reaſous than one, that you will be Hrought 


into no dangers, by a new ſpring in your, 
conſtitution. I have reproached myſelf 
more than once for not fixing a time for 
a little expedition hither, as you had in- 
timated an inclination-to Mr. Browne to 
do me that favour, but indeed it was not 
in my power to do it, for the only day I 
had, to ſpare, was claimed from me by a 
lady, on a long promiſe. 1 will hope for 
another opportunity, for there is a tiea- 
ſure in being acquainted with a man of 
ſuch an heart and underſtanding as Mr. 
Browne. . 

I return you ++ Greene's. very ſenſible 
1 have the beſt opinion of him, 
and a ſtrong propenſity, if I live, to be 
uſeful to thre old houſe ff. 1 am, dear 


Sir, your aſſuied friend. 


LETTER LI. 
From the ſame to the ſame. 


Dzair Sir, Croydon, July 1, 1753- 
I AM aſhamed I have not anſwered 
your very kind and tender letter |||}, 
as 
* Of inſcribing it to his Grace. 
++ Then fellow of Bene't-college, after- 
wards miniſter of St. George's T ombladd, 
&c, Norwich. | | : 
1 His Grace left to the college 10001. in 


Old South Sea annuities. 


Some weeks before the date of this let 
ter, the archbiſhop was ſeized with a pleuritic 
fever, at Lambeth-houſe, which brought him 
to the brick of the grave; and by the great 

ES. quantity 


Sec. II. „ 


as cannot plead diſability for any time 
ſince I received it. My negle& has been 
owing to an attention to a courſe of life, 
where my hours are ſet and marked out 
to particular purpoſes, or taken up by 
the viſits of my friends. Bleſſed be God 
for it, I have mended in my health fince 
my firſt arrival here, and cominue to 
mend gradually, In fo acute a diſorder 
2s mine was, it was not to be expefted 
that I could jump into health (jumping 
is too much for me), but I ought to be 
contented and thankful too, if I can 
walk leiſurely inte it. I have for ſome 
time regained my natural reſt, eat as well 
zs a man can do, palled and fatigued 
with medicine, have no degree of a feyer, 
and little or no cough ; but yet my lungs 
have not their proper tone, and mount- 
ing up ſtairs puts me a little to it, 

I am ſorry yon have been ſo ill, and 
hope, when you favour me with another 
letter, to hear a better account of you. 
I had two phyſicians added to Dr. Wil- 
mot, hut yet the doctor loſt no reputation 
with me, for I have a high opinion of 
him, 


poems when I go to Lambeth, 1am, 
c. 8 


LETTER Lk 
From the ſame to the ſame. 


Dear Six, Croydon-houſe, Nov. 3, 1783. 
II did not know you to be an honeſt 

man upon long experience, I ſhould 
take you for a deſigning one. I return 
the incloſed &, without any obſervations 
upon it, but that the compliment you 
convey, comes from a man, who, it is 
very plain, dots not know me. - Exceſs 
of praiſe has generally as little founda- 
non, as exceſs of calumny, 


quantity of blood which he loſt (fourſcore 


ounces) his ſtrength and ſpirits were ſo im- 


pared, that though, on his retiring to Croy- 
Con, he did, in ſome meaſure, recover, yet, 
tom that time, he might rather be ſaid to 
laneu ſh than to live; declining, as ſar as 
poſſible, all public buſineſe, and ſceing little 
company but his relations and particular 
friends. Once, indeed, the late princeſs of 
Wales did him the honour of breakfaſting 
with him, and was received and entertained 
With that unaffected eaſe and politeneſs, for 
which his Grace was ſo eminently diſtin- 
guiſhed. 


Ftom a noble earl, ſince deceaſed, 


I will take care of Mrs. Wright's 


E R N. 583 


I thank you for informing me of the 
author of Rufticus 7. That letter had 
the united approbation of the readers 
here. - 

The new edition of Tate and Brady 
is not come out, that I know of. The 
emendations ſuggeſted were much ap- 
proved of, but my authority to alter 
them, made a matter of ſome doubt ; 
ſo the middle way was taken, of correct- 
ing the errors f, not the imperfettions. 

I bleſs God, I am eaſy, and much the 
more ſo, for abiding here. If a perfect 
cure is to be effected upon me, it muſt 
be done by air and exerciſe, caution as 
to what I eat, and quiet, the great balm 
of life, 

Your friend, Dr. Carter ||, is griev- 
ouſly teaſed by folks, who call themſelves 
ce the orthodox.” I abhor every tend- 
ency to the Trinity- controverſy, The 
manner in which it is always managed, is 
the diſgrace and ruin of Chriſtianity. 
Your affectionate friend. 


LETTER LV. 
From the ' ſame to the ſame. 


Dzam SIR, Croydon-houſe, Nov. 2g,1753« 


AT laſt you will receive the very af- 

fecting and ingenious poems of Mrs. 
Wright, which were laid up with ſuch 
peculiar care, that I could neither find 
them myſelf, nor give direQtions to any 
one elſe where to look for them. 

I have heard nothing of the edition of 
Tate, which, you faid, you would leave 
for me at Lambeth. If there is time, it 
ſhall be made proper uſe of; and, I am 
ſure, thanks are moſt juſtly due to you 
on that affair. . 


Þ+ A letter ſo ſigned in? The World,” vol. 
i. numb. 36. 

T la the edition of theſe Pſalms, 1737 
there were above two hundred errors of the 
preſs. | 

|| Miniſter of St, George's-chapel, Deal, 
who had been preſented, the year before, 
by one of the chapel-wardens, at the inſtiga- 


tion, as it appeared, of the rector, for not 


reading the Athanaſian creed, This gave 
riſe to a controverſy with that gentleman, 
which, as uſual, was attended with much 
perſonal ſcandal. 

q Mr. Duncombe's corrections above- 
mentioned (as appears from another letter, 
dated June 16, 1765), wereſent by the arch- 
biſhop to Mr, Richardſon (king's printer), for 
anew edition of Tate's Pſalms,then preparing. 

| I think 
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I think I lent our friend Hawkins 
Browne the poems publiſhed by Lauder; 
and I think he has not returned them; 
aſk, when you ſee him. That ſtrange 
man * has ſent me another volume of 
fele&t authors, as he terms it, Miltono 
facem prelucentium. I have read Maſe- 
nius's I Sarcotis f, and I know it will 
pleaſe you. The ſentiments are great, 
the verſification very eaſy and harmonious, 
and I think the fiction very fine and poe- 


tical ; ſo much ſo, that, were it not for- 


the authority attached to a real 'divine 
ftory, as Milton treats it, I ſhould doubt 
which method to prefer. If Milton ever 
read Maſenius, he moſt certainly digett- 
ed him. | | | 

never read the Letters you mention in 
your poſtſcript 3 and, it you have them, 
I ſhould like to receive them with the 
Pſalms : I mean the a!chbiſhop of Cam- 
bray's, and Monfteur de la Mote's. 

Gilbert Welt brought me {ome inge— 
nous clays of Pſalmanazz: , juſt pub- 
liſhed, on the difficult oupncles in the 
Old Teſtament, by way ol. ſolution of 
them. f 

I with this Jew bill was got well rid of 
(little better than the diſpu'e about eat- 
ing black oddiags), and that the legit— 


lature would fcriouſly ſet themſelves to 


ſtop thoſe vices under which the nation 
bleeds. 
the Inſpector F of yeſterday, that more 
robheries and murilers had been Commit. 
ted in the laſt ſeventeen W Ks than in 
the whole ſeign of queen Anne. I am, 
dear Sir, your aflured teiend. x 


LETTER Lv. 
Archbiſtob Herring to M. Duncombe, Eſq. 


DEAN Six, Croydon-houſ-, Jan. 25, 1786. 
THANK you for your entertainment 
of the 13th infant, and. return you 

molt heartily my beſt withes for every 

thing to you,” which is truly eſtemable. 

Your judgment is right. White field is 

Daniel Butgets rediviuus; and, to be 

fure, he finds his account in his joco— 

ſcrious addreſſes. The other author ||, 
ian y opinion, with goo! parts and learn. 
ing, is a molt dark and laturnine crea— 


* Lander. 

+ Profeſſor of rhetoric and poetry, in the 
]: ſnits college at Cologne, in the year 1959 

1 The Incarnation. 

C By Pr. Hill. ' 

I Air, John Velley, 
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I was ſtartled at av aſſe tion in 


Bock III. 


ture. His pictures may frighten weak 


people, that, at the ſame time, are wick. 


ed, but, J fear, he will make con- 
verts, except for a day. I have read 
his “ Serious Thoughts C,“ but, for my 
own part, I think ine ring and ſetting 
of the ſun is a more durable argument 
for religion, than all the- extraordinary 
convulſions of nature put together. Let 
a man be good on right principles, and 
then, impavidum ferient ruine ; ſo far 
Horace was as good a preacher as any of 
us. For mylelf, I own I hive no con- 
{tirution for theſe frights and fe vours; 
and, 1 I can but keep up io the regular 


practice of a Chriſtian lite, pon Chit. 


ian reaſons, I (tall be in no pain (or fy. 
turity ; wor do I think 1 an effertial part 
of religion, to be pointed at for any fool- 
iſh ſingulatines. 
I'he ſubjects you mention, of the me- 
thodrit preaching, are excellent in the 
hands of wife men (not enthuſiaſts). Re- 
ligion, for the practice of the world, 
mult he plain and intelligible to the low- 
eſt anderitanding. This is ſelf-evident ; 
and the goſpel itſelf affures us, that © the 
© love of God is keeping his command- 
„ ments;” and what need we father 
evidence? As to their notion, that men 
are hy nature devils, I can call it by no 
other name than wicked and blaſphe- 
mous, and the highett ceproach that man 
can throw upon his wiſe and good Cree. 
tor I am, dear Sir, your aflured friend. 
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From the ſame to the ſame. 
Dzar Sir, Croy:on-houſe, June 22, 1756, 
y ov may be ſure, if I had been in any 

good condition of health or ſpints, 

on the czrthquikes at Liſbon,” It, 
what the aut'or had advanced in this 
pamphlet had been true, the earth, by the 
return of © the great comet“ (as he calls it) 
in 1758, would have been ſet on fire, and 
burnt to a coal ; as he affirmed that the comet, 
in this revolution, would move not only in 
the fame line, but in the ſame part of the 
hne, in which the earth moves, This“ 
ſtrang= miltoke atoſe from Mr. Welley's 
confounding the comet of 1682, whoſe por od 
is 75 years, with that of 1680, whoſe period 
1s 575 years,” n. pplying, tol idem ver lin 
what Dr. Halley ſzys of the latter, which 
will not appear till 2256, and whoſe tra- 
jetory will coin:ide with the earth's oi 
bit, tothe {ormer, which did appear in 1759, 
but never.approached nearer to the body e 
the earth chen four millions of miles, 
1 you 


* 
0 
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ou would not have been ſo long without 
thanks for your laſt kind letter. 1 
continue extremely out of order; I think 
in a confirmed dropſy; and though, Iam 
ſure, Dr. Wilmot has done all that art 
and friendſhip can do for me, | rather 
loſe ground. I have now been near half 
a year in-this diſmal way, worſe than the 
acuteſt pain, becauſe of its duration; 
and every thing I take, feeds the diſtem- 
per, at the ſame time it prolongs life ; 
tor 
« Rezdy oft the port t' obtain, 
I'm ſhipwreck'd into life again. 

I know who ſerit me hither, and how 
much it is my duty to attend his ſummons 
for à removal: but life is over with me; 
and I ſometimes in my airings, repeat 
two pretty lines of Parnel], | 

« But what are fields, or flow'rs, or air to 

me ? 
Ah ! taſteleſs all, if not enjoy'd with thee, 
O HeaLTRa !” 15 
Lam, dear Sir, your, &c. 


LETTER LVIL. 
From the ſame to the ſame. 


Dean Six, Croydon-houſe, Jan. 3, 176)“ 
] an very much obliged 10 you for a 
noble preſent , and, I am ſure, you 
will approve my diſpoſal of it, for it went 
this morning, accompanied with a parcel 
of wine, to colonel Canitz , of the 
Heſſians, who are quartered here. I 
would endeavour to have Croydon ex- 
cepted- out of the general reproach 5. 
They ſhall have every accommodation I 
can procure them. 
Your obliged and affured friend. 


* Archbiſhop Herring died at Croydon- 
houſe on. March 13 following, aged 64. 
He was (ſays the Earl of Corke) what a 
biſhop ought to be, and, as 1 doubt not, 
Where all biſhops ought to be. Honour and 
reverence will attend his name while this 
world laſts : happineſs and glory will remain 
with his ſpirit for ever,” | 

f A Yorkſhire pye. 

T His regiment was quartered at Croydon 
and Bromley, | 

No proviſion being made by law for 
quartering foreign troops, the inn-keepers 
re'uſed to lodge them, and they were obliged 
to build huts, and continue in camp till the 


+ 224 of December 1956, when # bill for 


quartering them, &ec. having received the 


T0Y al aſſent, their carap broke up, and they 
marched into quarters. 
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L BTT ER LYUL: 
Dr. Thomas Secker to Dr. Iſaac Watts. 


RRV. Six, Glouceſter, Nov. 18, 1711. 
R=rors I give you an account of the 

ſtate of our academy, and thoſe other 
things you defired me, pleaſe to accept 


of my hearty thanks for that ſervice you 


have done me, both in adviſing me to 
proſecute my ſtudies in ſuch an extraor- 
dinary place of education, and in pro- 
curing me admittance into it. I wiſh my 
improvements may be anſwerable to the 
advantages I enjoy; but however that 
may happen, your kindneſs has fixed me 
in a place where | may be very happy, 
and ſpend my time to good purpoſe; and 
where, if I do not, the fault will be all 


I am ſenſible how difficult it is to give 
a character of any perſon or thing, be- 
cauſe the moſt probable gueſſes we make 
very often prove falſe ones. But, ſince 
you are pleaſed to defire it, I think my- 
telf oblized to give yo the beſt and moſt 
impartial account of matters I can. 

Mr. Jones then I take to be a man of 
real piety, great learning, and an agree- 
able temper ; one who is very diligent in 
inſtructing all under his care, very well 
qualified to give inſtructions, and whole 
well-managed familiarity will always 
make him reſpected. He is very ſtrict in 
keeping good orders, and will effectually 
preſerve his pupils from negligence and 
immorality. And accordingly I believe 
there are not many academies freer in 
general from thofe vices than we are. 
In particular, my bedfellow Mr. Scott 
is one of unfeigned religion, and a 
diligent ſearcher after truth. ' His gen- 
tec] carriage and agreeable diſpoſition 
gain him the eſteem of every one. Mr. 
Griffith is more than ordinary ſerious and 
grave, and improves more in every thing 
than one could expect from a man who 
ſeems to be not much under forty ; par- 
ticularly in Greek and Hebrew he hes 
made a great progrels. Mr. Francis || 
and Mr. Watkins are diligent in ſtudy, 
and truly religious, The elder NI. 
Jones, having had a better education 


Not improbably Mr. Henry Francis, for 
ſome time aſſiſtant in London to the Rev. 
Mr. John Foxon, and afterwards paſtor of 
the church at Southampton. | 
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| tha they, will in all probability make a 
months ago ſome critical lectures in order 


greater ſcholar; and his brother is one 


of quick parts. 

Our logic, which we have read once 
over, is ſo contrived as to comprehend 
all Heereboord, and the far greater part 
of Mr. Locke's Effay, and the Art of 
Thinking. What Mr. Jones dictated to 
us was but ſhort, containing a clear and 
brief account of the matter, references to 
the places where it was more fully treat- 
ed of, and remarks .on, or explications 
of the authors cited, when need requir- 
ed. At our next lecture we gave an ac- 
count both of what the author quoted and 
our tutor ſaid, who commonly then gave 
us a larger explication of it, and fo pro- 
ceeded to the next thing in order. He 
took caie, as far as poſſible, that we un- 
derſtood the ſenſe as well as remembered 
the words of what we had read, and that 
we ſhould not ſuffer ourſtlves to be cheat- 
ed with obſcure terms which had no 
meaning. Though he be no great ad- 
mirer of the old logic, yet he has taken 
a great deal of. pains both in explaining 
and correing Heereboord, and has for 
the moſt part made him intelligible, or 


ſhewn that he is not ſo. 


The two Mr.. Jones's, Mr. Francis, 
Mr. Watkins, . Mr. Sheldon, and two 
more gentlemen, are te begin Jewiſh an- 
| was deſigned 
for one of their number, but rather choſe 
to read logic once more; both becauſe I 
was utterly. unacquainted with it when ! 
came to this place, and becauſe the 
others having all, except Mr. Francis, 
been at other academies, will be obliged 
to make more haſte than thoſe in a lower 
| claſs, and conſequently cannet have fo 
good or large accounts of any thing, nor 
fo much tire to ſtudy every head. We 
ſhall have gone through our courſe in 
about four years time, which I believe 
robody that once knows Mr. Jones will 


tiquities in a ſhort time. 


think too long. 


I began to learn Hebrew as ſoon as I 
came hither, and find myſelf able now to 
conſtrue, and give ſome grammatical ac--. 
count of about twenty verſes in the eaſier 
parts of the Bible after els than an hour's 
day .two 
verſes a-piece in the Hebrew Bible, which 
we turn into Greek (no one knowing 
which his verſes ſhall be, though at firſt 
And this with logic 


. I 
preparation, We read every 


it was otherwiſe), 
is our morning's wok. 


Book III. 
Mr. Jones alſo began about ihrer 


to the expoſition you adviſed him 10 
The principal things contained in them 


are about the antiquity of the Hebrew 


Janguage, letters, vowels, the Ncorrep. 
tion of the Scriptures, ancient diviſions 
of the Bible, an account of the Talmud, 
Maſora, and Cabala. We ae at preſent 
upon the Septuagint, and ſhall proceed 
after that to the Targumim, and other 
verſions, &c. Every part is managed 
with abundance of perſpicuity, and {el. 


dom any material thing is omitted that 


other authors have ſaid upon the point, 
though very frequently we have uſefu] 
additions of things which are not to be 
found in them. We have ſcarce been 
upon any thing yet, but Mr. Jones has 
had theſe writers which are moſt valued 
on that head, to which he always refers 
us. This is what we firſt ſet about in 
the afternoon; which being finiſhed, we 
read a chapter in the Greek teſtament, 
and after that mathematics. We have 
gone through all that is commonly taught 
of algebra and praportion, with the ſix 
fiſt books of Euclid, which 4s all Mr, 
Jones «deſigns for the gentlemen I men- 
tioned above, but he intends to read 
ſomething more to the claſs that comes 
after them. | 
This is our daily employment, which 
in the morning takes up about two hours, 
and ſomething more in the afternoon, 
Only on Wedneſdays in the morning we 
read Dionyſius's Periegeſis, en which 
we have notes moſtly geographical, but 
with ſome criticiſms intermixed ; and in 
the afternoon we have no lecture at all. 
So on Saturday in the afternoon we have 
only a theſis, which none but they who 
have dore with logic have any concern 
in. We are alſo juſt beginning to read 
I ſocrates and Terence, each twice a week. 
On the latter our tutor will give us ſome 
notes, which he received in a college 
from Perizonius. 

We are obliged to riſe at five of the 
clock every morning, and to ſpeak Latin 


always, except when below ſtairs amoneſt 


the family, The peeple where we lire 


ate very civil, and the greateſt inconve- 


nience we ſuffer is, that we fill the hovſe 
rather too much, being ſixteen in num- 
ber beſides Mr. Jones. But I ſuppoſe 
the increaſe of his academy will oblige 
him to remove next ſpring, We paſs 

GD | our 
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our time very agreeably betwixt ſtudy 
and converſation with our tutor, who is 
always ready to diſcourſe. freely of any 
thing that is uſeful, and allows us either 
then or at lecture all imaginable liberty 
of making objections againſt his opinion, 
and proſecuting them as far as we can, 
la this and every thing elſe he ſhows 
himſelf ſo much a gentleman, and ma- 
nifeſts ſo great an affeAion and tender- 
neſs for his pupils, as cannot but com- 
mand reſpe& and love. I almoſt forgot 
do mention our tutor's library, which is 
compoſed for the moſt part of foreign 
books, which ſeem to be very well cho- 
en, and are every day of great advantage 
to us. 

Thus I have endeavoured, Sir, to give 
you an account of all that I thought ma- 
terial or obſervable amongſt us. As for 
my own part, I apply myſelf with what 


diligence 1 can to every thing which is 


the lubject of our lectures, without pre- 
ferring one ſobject before another; be- 
cauſe I ſee nothing we are engaged in, 
but what is either neceſſary, or extreme- 
ly uſeful for one who would thoroughly 
underftand thoſe things which moit con- 
cen him, cr be able to explain them 
well ts others, I hope, I have not ſpent 
my time, ſince I came to this place, with- 
out ſome finall improvement both in hu- 
wan knowledge, and that which is far 
better; and I earneſtly deſire the bene- 
ht of your prayers, that God would be 
plealed to fit nie better for his ſervice 
both in this world and the next. This, 
if you pleaſe to afford me, and your ad- 
vice with 1elation te fludy, or whatever 
elle you think convenient, mult needs be 
extremely uſetul, as well as agreeable, 
an! (hall be thankfully received by your 
molt obliged humble ſervant ®, 


LETTER IIX. 
Dr, Thomas Secker to Dr. Iſaac Watts. 
Cuddeſden, gear Ox'iord, 
„„ une 19, 1741. 
Au extremely obliged to you for the 
agiceable preſent of your book f, 


This very ſenſible letter was written by 
Mr. (i\terwards Archbiſhop) Secker at the 
early age of eighteen, It do-s honour to 
b:miclf at the ſame time it pays ſuch diſtin- 
Evihed and deſerved teſpec to his learned, 

aut, and amiable tutor, the Rev. Mr. 
Samuc! ſoncs, 

+ D:. Warts Improvement of the Mad, 

” a Svpplem: nt to the Art of Logic, 
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which is peculiarly well adapted for the 
direction and improvement of ſtudents in 
the univerſity, where your Logic is by no 
means the only piece of yours that is read 
with high eſteem. You havebeena diligent 
promoter of uſeful] and eſpecially religious 
knowledge, of Chriſtian faith and Chriſtian 
morals. On theſe accounts I have always 


reſpected you from the time that I had 


ſo many years ago the advantage of your 
converſation, and always rejoiced in the 
juit honour that has been univerſally paul 
you ; and, as this opportunity of ex- 
preſſing my regard gives me much plea- 
ſure, ſo, if the favour of letting me ſee 
you next winter will not be inconvenient 
to you, it will be a great ſatisfaction to, 
Sir, your affectionate humble ſervant. 


* 


LU EBEN LE 
From the ſame to the ſame. 


S1R, Cuddeſden, S pt. 14, 1743- 

HEARTILY thank you for your ob- 

liging letter, and, had I known that 
you had printed a ſermon on the ſubje& I,. 
I ſhould not have failed to enrich my own 
from it. I hgpe the things I have ſaid 
in favour of od charity-ſchools are true. 
1 hope the Chriſtians of this nation in 
general are grown much milder towards 
each other, and I am ſure we have great 
need to gain in this virtue what we loſe 
in others, and become a more united body 
as we become a ſmaller, which I appre- 
hen we do. But, fear not, little flock. 
May God-dire and bleſs us all in our 
poor endeavours to ſerve him ! May he 
give you every needful ſupport under 
your long ſickneſs, and reſtore you ſpee- 
dily to your former ulcfulneſs, if it be 
his holy will! I am with great eſteem, 
Sir, your, &c. ' 


LEET tx in 
From the ſame to the ſame. 


St, Jam«*'s, Weſtminiter, 
SIR, March 20, 1744 5. 
HEARTILY thank God that he hath 
reſtored you to a bet er fate of hea'th, 
and ſhould not have permitted your let- 


Dr. Watts's Eſſay towards the Eucourage- 
ment of Charity-lchcols, 
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ter, which brought me that good news, good effect, as the laſſitude occafioned by 
to continue unanſwered ſo long, if more that exerciſe would incline you more 
than ordinary buſineſs had not ſometimes naturally to reſt than the uſe of drugs. 

put it out of my power, and ſometimes I bleſs God, I enjoy good health, which 
out of my thoughts, to make you my enables me to go through much bulinels ; 
acknowledgments for it. The civilities but I have for many years been going 


for which you thank me are no more down the hill, and, if the doctrine of 


than a very imperfect return of juſtice gravitation takes place in the life of man, 
for the great ſervices you have done to the motion muſt accelerate as I come 
religion; and you have made a valuable nearer the bottom. Your caſe is the ſame, 

dition to them in the book you have though more aggravated by diftempers, 


nw been pleaſed to ſend me ; particu- God grant we may be uſeful while we live, 


larly by what you have written in ſo and may run clear, and with unclouded 
ſtrong and awful yet ſo compaſſionate minds till we come to the very dregs! 

and good-natured a manner, in defence I fend you my viſitation charge to my 
of the ſcripture-doctrine concerning the clergy of Tuam. The former part is 


duration of future paniſhments. I pray copy of my . to the clergy of Kil. 


God to continue you long in a capacity more and Ardagh, which being of gene- 
of being ſtil] farther uſetul, and am with ral uſe, I ſaw no occaſion to change, 


great iegard, Sir, your, &c. The latter part is new, and I ſubmit it 
| 5 to your judgment. I am, dear Sir, 
LETTER IXI. OI OY. > 


Dr. Joſſab Hort, Archbiſhop of Tuam, to LETTER LxIII. 


Dr. Iſaac Watts. 
ZVEREND SIR, Dublin, Dec. 15, 1743. Dr. RE —— of London, ts 


R 
] An brought into the circumſtance of 
an inſolvent debtor, who is a'iraid to Goop 81 Whitehall. March 

ſce the face of his creditor ; and yet it THe * 3 Pa pn. bo 
is not through idleneſs or diſregard that I kind r. dut, 3 me ar of 
] remain ſo Jong in my friend's debt for my lite has led me into Rudies of ano- 
his kind letter of the laſt ſummer; but ther kind, I am ſenſible I cannot profit 
I am-really oppreſſed with letter-wiiting, ſo much by it, as others will do, whoſe 
and buſineſs of r kinds; _ of thoughts have been more employed in 
wy own, but more of other perions z ſome that way. It is certainly a very land. 
ee but more 8 eee able exerciſe of the mind, eſpecially as 
_ ſecular, which are incident to my m apply it wg chi ”» the — * 
; | | eligion; and what you have publiſhe 
However, I have at laſt found a ſpare will, I doubt not, be of great uſe to the- 
hour for thanking you for the preſent growing generation by leading them into 
of 33 —_ gas __ on 1 juſt way of thinking and reaſoning. 
geri to de done dy my wite, WI ble, One thing I wonder at, and that is, how 
ſently laid hands upon it, and took it into 2 mind hat thinks ſo cloſely, can at the 
her own library. She is much taken with ſame time frame itſelf to that eaſy and 
the vein of piety, which breathes 1n your familiar way which appears in ſome of 
3 _ —_— your. other writings. [ commend you 
Ro Pang nw n #nſom- and your labours to the divine care and 
na, which I ſuppoſe proceeds from weak - direction, and remain, with great truth, 

nerves. If you-could ride an eaſy pad, Sir, your, &c s | 
increaſing your journey every day from . 
one to four or ſive miles, as your ſtrength 
would perryit, I ſhould hope for ſome + Not improbably the Dodor's Treatiſe 

on Logic, or, the Right Uſe of Reaſon, 
| LETTER 


S Dr. Walts's diſcourſe en the World to come. 


| ect. II. 


LETT BIN Liv. 


From the ſame to the ſame. 


Cobb Six, Whitehall, Jan. 22, 1734-5. 

Incs I received the favour of your 

preſent it has become part of my Sun- 
day's exerciſe, and I have now read it 
over with pleaſure, and I hope not with- 
out profit, 
yrevaited among us of late years, chat 
the Chriſtian religion is little more than 
a good ſyſtem of morality, muſt in 
coarſe draw on a diſregard to ſpiritual 
exerciſes, which calls on all ſerious 
Chriſtians to do all that is in their power 


to raiſe and keep alive a ſpirit of devo- 


tion and piety in this Inkewarm and de- 
generate age, I pray God to give a 
bleſſing to your labours in that way, and 


remain with great reſpect, Sir, your, &c, 


LETTER L. 
From the ſame to the ſame, 


Coon Sin, Whitehall, Jan. 19, 17 35-6- 
| THANK you very heartily for the 


book “ I lately received, and which 1. 


have read with great ſatisfaction and de- 
light, The ſeeing lo ſhameful a depar- 
ture fiom true chriſtianity on the two 
points which are the ſubje& of your book 
des long been a ſenſible concern and 
vrief to me, and eſpecially when I ſee it 
countenanced and propagated by many 
who call themſelves chriſtians, but are in 
reality little more than deitts ; for if the 
great work of our redemption and the bleſſ- 
ed ſruits of it are to be laid afide, I can- 
not ſee that the name of chriſtian ſignifies 
much. You have ſet this matter in ſo 
clear a light, and worked up the whole 
in ſo agreeable a manner, that I hope, 
by the bleſſing of God, it will have great 
effect; and it would have had greater if 
you had ſet your name to it. To deal 
dearly with you, I have thought for 
ſome time that thoſe doctrines and others 
of the fame kind have received a griev- 
ous wound from the indifference about 
them (to ſay no worſe) which ſome diſ- 


* Undoubtedly Dr, Watts's Redeemer and 


| 3g 2 5 
nder. 


M OD 


The new notion that has 


E R Mt 589 
ſenting miniſters have diſcovered of late 
and the wound is the deeper becauſe hi- 
therto the diſſenters were, without excep- 
tion, zealous for them, and the preſent 
manifeſt abatement of that zeal in ſame 
of their leading men will be reckoned an 
evidence of their preſent conviction, that 
their doctrines are either falſe, or at leaſt 
of (mall moment. Forgive me if I add, 
that I think due care has not yet been 
taken to ſatisfy the world that, notwith- 
ſtanding the defection of ſome diſſenters, 
there are many among them, and thoſe 
of great note, who are not in the leaſt 
tainted with the modern notions, but ad- 
here ſtedfaſtly to the true doctrines of the 
goſpel, as delivered to us by Chriſt and 
his apoſtles. I am, with g1cat truth and 
eſteem, Sir, your, &c, 


LETTER LXVI. 
From the ſame to the ſame. 


Coon Six, Whitehall, April 23, 1737. 
I Have peruſed your Diſcourſe upon 

Humility + with much (atisfaRtion, and 
I hope, with profit to myſelf; if not, I 
am ſure it is my own fault. There was 
no occaſion to make the apology for de- 
ſcending to the loweſt ſcenes of life. It 
is a fault both in preaching and writing 
upon practical ſubjects, when we keep 
too much to general reaſonings, and do 
not bring down our doctrines to common 
life, which are beſt remembered, and 
take the faſteſt hold upon the minds and 
conſciences of our hearers and readeis. 
I wiſh you a full enjoyment of health, 


that you may be able to proceed in your 


good defigns for the benefit of religion; 
and am, with great truth and eſteem, 
Sir, your, &c. 


LETTER LXVIL. 
From the ſame to the ſame. 


Goob. Si, Fulham, June 6, 1741. 
1 Au much obliged to you for your 

kind remembrance of me, and par- 
ticularly for the late preſent of your 


4 Dr. Watts's Diſcourſe on Humility, e- 
pic|<nted in the character of St. Paul. 


book, 
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book *. It found me engaged in a par- 
ticular buſineſs that has been upon my 
har ds ſome time, fo that I have not yet 
been at leiſure to peruſe it. But I have 
ſren enough to ſatisfy me of the ſervice- 
ableneſs of it towards repleniſhing the 
miad with ufeful knowledge and true 
wiſdom, and huw well the rules laid 
down for that end are calculated for the 
general improvement of all, whether 
learned or unlearned, who will attend to 
them, and be conducted by them, But 
while you are teaching others how to 
employ their thoughts wiſely and uſe- 
fully, you muſt be to juſt to yourſelf, as 
not to ſtietch your own beyond your 
itrength, but to take the warning which 
age and infumitics give us, to flacken-. 
and moderate our pace. Under this re- 
ſtraint 1 heartily with you a ſucceſsful 
progreſs in your further detigns for the 
lervice of religion, and remain with great 


truth and eſteem, Sir, your, &c, 


LETTER LXVIII. 


| ne Eamund Gibſon, Fiſhop of London, to 


Dr. Jaac Watts. 


Coop Sin, Fulham, July 12, 1742. 

'DesixgE you to accept my nearty 

thanks for your kind and valuable 
prefert F, which was part of my employ- 
ment yeſterday; and this day I am ſetting 
out on my viſitation of Effex and Hert- 
tordſhire. It is written with great clear- 


"neſs and ftrength, and whorver peruſes 


and attends to it will find, much hgh 
from it in reading ſeveral of the epiltles 
of St, Paul. I am glad to find that you 
have no difficulty in making him the 
writer cf the epiſtle to the Hebrews (which 
| took fome pains to clear in my third 
paſtoral ictte:), and that you carry on the 
gradual opemug of the goſpel-diſhenfa— 
tion by him, and the other apoſtles to the 
tines alter our Saviour's aſcenſion. 

The method you take of reducing the 
matter to be treated of into chapters ad 
paragraphs of no preat lengih keeps. ev 
thing clear and diſtant, and 1 wiſh ut 
were ob{:rved by al! other winters. 

As I take it for granted you have hy 
you other dfcourtes unpublithed, hohe 


{3x0 will give you heath and tirength to 


1eviietliem if needtul, and then to pob hin 
Dr. Waits's Improvement of the Ming 
or a Supplement to the Alt of Loet. 
+ Suppe fed to b- Dr, Watte's Harmeny of 
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them for the ſervice of religion, which i 
the fincere-wiſh of, Sir, your, &c, 


LET TER Trin 
From the ſame to the ſam, 


Goop Sia, Whitchall, March 2, 1744; 


I SEND this with my fincere thanks fu 

the valuable preſent T, which I bar 
lately received from you, I have al- 
ready peruied part of it, and find much 
ſatisfaction 10 obſerving the true (pic 
of piety and zealous concern for loulz 
which appear in every page. Gd 
knows the prelent degeneracy and luke. 
warmnefs among chriſtians ſtand in grey 
need of ſuch awakenings as to their fu. 
twe ſtate; and as it is the duty of us all 
in our ſeveral (tations, to uſe our belt en- 
deavours for that end, fo I heartily wiſh 
and pray that you in particular, why 
have it ſo greatly at heart, may be bleſſed 
with health and ſtrength to purſue and 
per {ect all your deſigns in that way. 1 
am, Sir, your, &c. 


LETTER LYY: 


Frances Counteſs of Hartford, afterwart: 
Dutcheſs of Somerſet 5, to Dr, Iſaui 


IWatts. 


818, Groſvenor-Strecr, Feb. 25, 1729-30 
] CovLD not have been fo long witt- 
out making my acknowledgiments for 
the favour of your exceilent and oblig- 
ing 


t Very probably the DoQor's “ Diſcouiles 
on the World to come.“ 

Y This lady was the daughter of the Ho- 
nourable Mr. Thynac, brother to the Lord 
Viſcount Weymouth. She married Alget- 
non, Earl of Hartford, ſon of Charles Scy- 
mour, Duke of Somerict, who ſucceeded to 
the konour and eſtate of his father on his de- 
mile December the 2d, 1748, by which event 
(he become Dutchefs of Somerſet, His Grace, 
her huſband, died Feb. 9, 1754, leaving an 


only daughter marricd to Sir Hugh Smithton, 


Baionet, who ſuccceded his father-in-law 45 
Farl of Northumberland, while Sir Edward 
S ymuur, Baron: t, fuccceded him as Duke 
or Sometrict. Her Grace appears t0 heve 
b-cn a truly pious, amiable, and accompliſhcr 
lady, Mr. Thomſon in his porm cptitics 
Spring thus adur.ilſcs her: 
K | 
Wil unsiTcAed grace, or walk the my : 
Y | 4+ 


O Ha:trd, fitted or to ſhine in courts 


Sf & } 


27 
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ing letter, had not my Lord Hartford's 
11reſs in a long and ſevere fit of the gout 


confined me to a continual attendance in 


his chamber. He is now, I thank God, 
on the recovery, though not yet able 10 
walk without the help ot crutches. 

Our human ſtate is indeed liable to 
many inconveniencies: we are loaded 
with bodily infirmities, and tormented 
with paſſions; but a few circling yenis 
will clear the proſpect, and we thall, 
through the grace of God, be reſieved 
from all the pains and forrows which vex 
us here. My health has been very un- 


certain all this winter : at the heginning 


of it a violent rhevmatiſm confined me 


| to my bed and chamber for ſome weeks, 


and I am at preſent very much difordered 
by a very ſevere cold, which has laſted 
me more than a fortnight, and is rather 


With innocence and meditation join'd , 

In ſoft aſſemblage, liſten to my long, 

Which thy own ſeaſon paints; when nature all 
|: blooming, and benevolent like thee.” 


In a collection of ſele& letters, lately pub- 
| ſhed by Mr, Hull in two volumes, from the 
VDutchels of Somerſet, Lady Luxborough, 
M Dolman, Mr. Whiſtler, Mr. R. Dodſley, 
Will:am Shenſtone, Efq. and others, there are 
cluded eleven letters written by the 
Vutcheſs, of which Mr. Shenſtone has given 
the following character: ** That there are 
* liſcernible in them a perfect rectitude of 


| © heart, delicacy of ſentiment, and à truly 


* claſſic eaſe and elegance of ſtyle, There 


| © are many of them (he then adds) tinged 


** with an air of melancholy through the loſs 
ob her only ſon Lord Beauchamp.” Thus 


de writes to Lady Luxborough, in retro!pect 


n doubt of the death of her fon, and more 
recently that of her huſband (Sept. 9, 1750): 
Von are very obliging in the concern you 
"expreſs for the ſcenes of forrow I have 
* paſſed through, I have indeed ſuffered 
"deeply, but when J conſider it is the will 
of God, whonever chaſtiſes his poor ctea- 
© tyres but for their. good, and reflect at the 
" lam» time how unworthy | was of thele 
"* bicffings, which I now lament the loſs of, 
hay my hand upon my mouth, and dare 
© not repine, but hope I can with truth ap- 
** pea] to him in the following words: Queſts 
" offans ei ſu che, non fi oppone al ſus ſanto 
* veoler : chis gem e gli aſtre tutti il gemiti 
miei chis range et in tanto benedics il ue nome 
in mera al paints,” The Engliſh of which 
8, Such forrow is ſent that none may op- 
© poſe his holy will, Let me ſigh, and offer 
A up #!l my ſighs to him! Let me mourn, 
aud in the mean time bleſs his name in the 
midſt of my forrow !“ 


. wa? Ly * . e wo” 
F 
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worſe than it was at firſt, My Lord and 
my daughter aſſure you of their tncerett 
regards. I am truly concerne to hear 
you have been fo ill, but 1 hope von 
will enjoy a more confirmed 4iate of 
health tor the fufure, that you may pats 
your pilgrimage here with as little unea- 
ſineſs as mortality will admit ot. 
Governor Shute brought me your 


picture, which I ſhall always fet an high 


value upon, as 1 thall do on every thing 
that reminds me of fo worthy a friend. 

I will not trouble you any longer at 
preſent than to beg to be remembered in 
your prayers, that I may lead a life of 
holineſs tor the few remaining years that 
may yet be left me. Jam with a ſincere 
friendſhip, Sir, your, &c. 


LE R LXXE 
From the ſame to the ſame. 


Six, May 17, 1731. 
I AM afraid you will think me very un- 

grateful for the favour you have done 
me in ſending me your excellent book “, 
for ſuch I may juſtly call it, fince I never 
read any thing written with more piety, 
or founded upon juſter principles, If 
you deſign one tor Mrs. Rowe, be ſo good 
as to ſend it to me, and I will convey it 
to her as ſoon as I get to Marlborongh, 
which I hope to do next weeks I ſhould 
not have been ſilent thus long, but I have 
been of late a perfect nurſe ; for the old 
ſervant who lied me up, and whom I now 
look on as a mother, was fo ill about a 
fortnight ſince that ſhe was given over for 
many days together; and, however it 
might ſound to the faihionable part of the 
world, I dare own to you, that it was a 
great afflicti n to me, and hindered me 
from dog every thing but trying to con- 
tribute what lay in my power (by my care 
ard prayers) to her recovery. As ſoon as 
ſhe grew a little better, my Lord fell into 
a ſevere fit of the gout, and is not ye! ave. 
to ſer his ſeet to the ground, and ] can 
leldom be long enough out of his 100m to 
write a letter: this I hope will plead my 
excuſe, ſiuce whatever I may appear to be, 
you may be aſſured I am in reality with 
the ſincereſt eſteem, your, &c. 


* Suppoſed to be the Doctor's © Humble 
© Attempt towards che. Revival of practical 
40 Religion among Chriſtians, by a ferions 
« Addrels to Miniſters an! People ;”* dated 
Apr 2, 1731, 

LETTER 


ky I ED eee WY ” 
„ AR ITS 1 TE ON OI 


x: 
of yours, and then methinks there would be in danger of giving me a ſelf-ſatisfaftion 


| THE fieſh proof of friendſhip you de- 


„ ene react tot FRAY Is 9 Bb ones g 
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you will haye the goodneſs to conceal my 
name either under that of Euſebia, or A 


ER TTER LXKIL 
Friend ; a title which I (ball think my. 


Frances Counteſs of Hartford, afterwards ſelf happy to deſerve. My Lord and the 


Dutcheſs of Somerſet, to Dr. Iſaac children aſſure you of their ſervices and 
Watts. 5 | | kind wiſhcs ; and I am with great truth 
| | and regard, your, &c. 
Sin, - Marlborough, Aug. 4, 1731. 
] Hore you have before this time heard LET 2A EA IE. 
that Mis. Rowe has received your 
hook, which I took care to have ſafely 
delivered to her. I affure you it has been | 
my companion in many of my evening Six, April 8, 1914, 
walks, and the moderation with which 1 Have received the book to which you 
you treat our way of worſhip ought in had the partiality to prefix my name t 
my opinion to engage the leading people This public mark of your friendſhip, and 
our church to judge with equal candour the kind opinion you expreſs of me, would 


From the ſame to the ſame. 


be little cauſe for ſeparation, ſince we all which I have no title to, if a crowd of 
acknowledge one Shepherd. The ſum- frailties and defects, which are too fre- 
mer is almoſt paſt, and we have ſ:en very quently reminding how far I am from 
little of it, ſince I think we have ſcarce meriting your eſteem, did not hinder ms 
heen able to leave off fires for above three from giving way to a complazence which 
days together. I have a covgh which ſtill would be criminal unleſs my life were 
hangs upon me, but I hope air and exer- more perfect. 
ciſe, with the bleſſing of God, will ſoon I have gone almoſt half through the 
remove it. 1 am, with a very fincere book, from which 1 have received th: 
eſteem, Sir, your, &c. pleaſure which your writings never fail to 
give me, a pleaſure attended by profit and 
My Lord and my young people ſend reaſon. I am, Sir, with the trueſt friend. 
their ſervices to you, I afſure you my ſhip, your, &c. 
little boy is grown a great preficient in | 
your Songs for Children, and ſings them My Lord and our young people end 
with great pleaſure, ſervices to you. | 


LETTER LXKIT.. LETTER LXXV. 


From the ſame te the ſame 9. 


SIR, 

Au extremely concerned that I can- 

nut have the pleaſure of ſeeing you on 
fign.10 give me“ is as agreeable to Thurſday, fince I think it very long ſince 

me as it muſt he to receive any inſtance 1 had that ſatisfadtion, which 1 aſſure 

of kivdneſs and approbation from thoſe you I wiſh for muck oftener than | | 

we ſincerely eſteem. Since you allow me - . 

to object to any thing in the dedication, I + No doubt therefore can be made but the 

will treſpaſs ſo far upon your good-na- four poetical pieces, entitled? A Rural * 

ture as to beg you will leave out what- * ditation, A Penitential Thought, « Mic- 


. : 5 „night Hymn, and The Dying Chriltiao" 
ever may imply my attempting to write Might Fiymn, anc : het 
ARS WS. h the Hope.“ inſerted in the ſixty-third num 
poetry; but HON d nne atbuted > Bulbs, 


thi J av hi ou think up 4p" : 
— Ar have of mine _ 4 1 and inſcribed to Philomela, a name by which 
2 1 * 3 8 ps by F . Mrs. Rowe, her Ladyſhip's intimate friend, 
dave uit cauſe to be pleaſed at eeing as diſtinguiſhed, are the compoſitions 0! 
them come abroad in ſuch company, if he, Lady fp. 
1 The Doctor's Miſcellanies. 

* That of the Doctos's dedication of his {There is no date to this letter, but 4 

Mifcellanies in Profs: and Verſe to her Lady= Watts has written on the back of it, Af" 


hip. : | 3 1735. enjoy, 


From the ſame to the ſame. 


Sta, Groſvenor-Street, Feb. 9, 1734. 


Se. II. 


enjoy, but it is my lot at preſent to he in 
waiting“; and belides, my Lord has been 
lid up, and ſtill is ſo, with a moſt ſevere 
ft of the govt ; ſo that what time I can 
ſpare from my Attendance on the Queen 
is paſſed by his bed's fide; If be is ahle 


zo be lifted into the coach he talks of 


leaving London next week. We have 
had an unpleaſant winter, for betwixt ill- 
nels and accidents there . has ſcarce been 
a week in which the whole family was 
well enough to go out. I have for my 
own particular ſuffered extremely, firit 
{rom an otermitting fever, which Jaſt-d 
along time, and ſince that from a bruiſe 
got on horſe- back by a waggan which 
cruſhed my ſticrup leg in ſo lad a man- 
ner that, though it is more than ſeven 
weeks ago, L have. (till great trouble with 
it, My Lord and my young people aſ- 
lure you of their hearty compliments. 
| bupe you will be ſo good as to remem- 
ber me in [your prayers, and believe me, 
as I am with great truth and eſteem, 
your, &c. | 


LETTER LXXVI. 
. From the ſume to the ſame. _ 
SIR, | April 43, 1737- 
1 WoULD ſooner have thanked you for 
the tavour of your letter, and the hook 
which J received juſt after, but delayed 
it till I could get time to finiſh the in- 
cold lines, which I began ſoon after Mrs. 
Rowe's death ., but had not leifure to 


proceed with them till after my Lord's 


urn to London, whither he and my 
daughter went laſt week. He was taken, 
while he was here $, with a violent pain 
in the ſtomach and. bowels, which, whe- 
ther it were gout or colic, reduced him 
very low, anf alarmed me extiemely ; 
but I bleſs God; he is now in perfe& health 
again, and 1 hear has recovered his good 
looks entirely, I am my(-If much better 


than | was in the winter, bating a ſhort- 
reſs of breath, which makes them judge 


wy continuance in the country abſolutely 
feceſfary, I muſt now thank you for your 
excellent diſcourſe on Humility, which I 
"ave read with great pleaſure, and 1 hope 
| (hall receive profit from the juſt manner 
in which you have treated fo uſeful a ſub- 


* Lady of the Bed-chamber to Queen Ca* 


toll ne, 


? Verſ on Mrs Rowe's death, 
Sußppaled at Marlborough. 
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Jef. I muſt alſo repeat my gratitude for 


your book. On the Strength and Weak- 
*« neſs of human Reaſon.” I never read 
any thing more entertaining ang inſtruct- 
ive. I ſhould be very happy if I could 
flatter myſelf that I had goodneſs enough 
to make my lite as uſeful as the benevo- 
lence and charity of your temper incline 
you to think it may. 1 beg the favour 
of you not to give any copy of the in- 
cloſed verſes, for I would wiſh my excur- 
ſions of this kind to be a ſecret from every 
body but you, and a friend or two more, 


who know that I do not aim at the chatac- 


ter of a genius by any attempts of this na- 
ture, but am led to them merely to amyſe 
a leiſure;hour, and ſpeak the ſentiments of 
my heart. I haye no company at preſent 
but my ſon, his tutor being gone to Lon- 
don about buſeſs, but I do not mention 
this as a' mortification. I am afraid the 
decline of years, and the languiſhing ſtate 
of health 1 have laboured under for ſome 
time, make it rather neceſſary for me to 


_ endeavour to find arguments to reconcile 


myſelf to the variety of company to which 
my ſtatjon; and, the occupation I am at- 
tached to in a court require me to accom- 
modate myſelf; I am, Sir, your, &c. 


LETTER LXXVII. 


From the ſame to the ſame. 
Hermitage on St. Leonard's Hill, 
Stix. May 2, 1737s | 
J-RETURN you my thanks for the 
Epigram & you were ſo good as to ſend 
me, and ſhould think myſelf very happy 
if any thing of mine could deſerve to ow 
the joy I ſhould feel in being able to imi- 
tate Mrs. Rowe in the ſnalleft inſtance. 
I have only two (meditations of her's, 
which ſhe gave me with the ſtrongeſt in- 
junctions not to let any body ſee them, leſt 
they ſhould be thought too rapturous; but 


$ This Epigram is to be met with in the 
ſixth Number of che Doctor's Miſcellanies, _ 
entitled © Remnants of Time employed in 
Proſe and Verſe,” publiſhed after his deceaſe, 


and it is thus int oduced: N 


On an Elegy written by the Right Henourable the 
Counteſs of Hartford on the Death of Mrs. 
Rowe, 1737. | OY 
Struck with the ſight of Philomela's urn 
Euſ-bia weeps, and calls her Muſe to 

mourn : | 
While from her lips the tuneful forrows fell 
The groves couſeſs a riſing Philomel. 
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'T conclude ſhe would not have included 
you among thoſe from whom ſhe meant 


they ſhould be concealed, I will have them 
copied, if you dehre it. | | 

I thank God all'my family, except 
myſelf, are in perfect "health, and 1 am 
myſelf much better than in the winter, 


* 


only bat I have ſtill a ſhortneſs of breath, 


which makes walking up ſtairs, or any 


aſcent, very painful to me; but as I have 
a better appetite, I have recovered ſome of - 
my fleſh, and alittle of my natural colour. 


My Lord and Betty are in London, fo 


that my fon and his governor are my only | 
- companions at preſent; but we pals our 
time agreeably enough between reading, 


walking, and ſuch other amuſements as 


the place in which we are and the ſeaſon - 
of the year afford vs. We have been late- - 
ly reading Leonidas, in which I think there 
are many fine thoughts, but I hear the 

town are much divided in their ſentiments 


abont it, ſince. one part of them ate for 
preferring it to Milton, and others for 


levelling it to the, loweſt rank of poetry. 
I confeſs neither of theſe appear to me a 
juſt repreſentation” of it. 


If you have 
read it, I ſhall be glad to know your 
thoughts of it. 9 

I own I find a pleaſure in thinking that 
I perceive dawnings of an honeft heart 


and tolerable reaſoning in Lord Beau- 
champ, and his governor ; and I flatter 


ourſelves that we ſee a clearneſs of judg- 
ment and diſtin& nt ſs of ideas in the themes 
he compoſes, which are inficitely the fa- 


vourite part of his ſtudies, and always per- 


formed with good humour, thovgh he is 
obliged to write them in three languages, 


- Engliſh, Latin, and French. He is by no 


means good at getting things by heart, for 
which reaſon Mr. Dalton is very favoura- 
ble in his impoſitions of that kind, which 
he ſeldom gives him, and in ſmall quan- 
tities. Now I have ſaid fo much of my 
fon, I ſhould be unjuſt to his ſiſter if I did 
not tel] you that I have the happinels to 
ſee her a very good-natured, ſenſible young 


woman, with a ſincete ſerie of religion 


and virtue, and the ſame obſervance from 
affection to my Lord and me, at almoſt 
one and twenty years old, that ſhe had 
in her earlieſt childhood. You ſee, Si,, 
I take the privilege of a friend, and flat- 
ter myſelf that you will not be tired with 
a detail of my family comforts, for the 
enjoyment of which 1 hope I am thank- 


EPISTLES. 


ful as T'ought to be, and moſt particy. 


Book 111 


larly ſo that my Lord is fo entirely recg. 
veied as to allow me to hope his chilgre, 
will long have the bleſſing of the tenders 


father, and myſelf of the beſt huſband | 
ever ſaw, You will forgive the length | 


this letter, and believe me, with the true 
efteem, Sir, your, &c. . 


„ „LET TRR. Arn 


Frances Counteſs of Hartford, aſteruari 


Dutcheſs of Somerſet, to Dr. I. Watt, 


Stn, Marlborough, July 13, 194, 
N but my own very bad ſtate 
of health, and the confinement | 
have had with my Lord, who is jut g. 


Eoveting from a ſevere fit of the gout, 


ſhould fo long have hindered me from 
acknowledging the receipt of yout letter, 
and the papers incloſed with it, particu- 


larly the letter Which you were 1o good 


as to deſign to prefix to Mrs. Rowe's Me. 
ditations. I can with the ſtricteſt truth 
affirm, that I do not know any diltinc. 
tion upon earth that 1 could feel a truer 
pleaſure in receiving, were I 'deſcrying 
of it; but, as I am forced to fee how 
much I fall below the idea which the be. 
nevolence of your nature has formed of 
me, it teaches me to humble myſelf by 
that very incident which might adminil- 
ter u Tandable pride to a more worth) 
= ſon. 1f 1 am conſtrained to acknov- 
edge this mortifying truth; you may be. 
lieve there are many people in the werd 
who look upon me with more impattia 
eyes than ſelf-love will allow me to do; 
and others, who perhaps think I enjoy 
more of this world's goods than I either 
merit, or than falls to the common lot, 
look at me with envious and malignant 
views, and are glad of every opportun- 
ty to debaſe me, or thoſe who they be- 
lieve entertain a favourable opinion of 


me. I would hope that I have never 


done any thing, wilfully I am ſure ! 
have not, to raiſe any ſuch ſentiments in 
the breaſt of the meaneſt perſon upon 
earth, but yet experience has convinced 
me that I have not been happy enough 
to eſcape them. For theſe reaſons, 
Sir, I muſt deny myſelf the pleaſure and 
the pride I ſhould have in ſo public 3 


mark of your friendſhip and _— 
5 n 
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honour of joining any addreſs to me with 


thoſe valuable remains of Mrs. Rowe, 


that you will either retrench the fayour- 


| able expreſſions you intended to inſert, or 
| elſe give me no other title at the top of it 


than that of a fliend of your's and her's, 
an ap»ellation which, in the ſincerity of 
my ſoul, Lam prouder of, than I could 
he of the moſt pompous name that hu- 


| man grandeur can lay claim. to. My 


Lord and his children defire me to aſſure 
you of their ſervice and beſt wiſhes. I 


E incloſe you a copy of the letter which 


Mrs. Rowe left for me“, and am glad 
ef every opportunity to repeat that I am, 
with the greateſt eſteem, Sir, your, &c, 


* The following is an exaQt copy of Mrs. 
Rowe's letter, tranſcribed from Lady Hart- 
ford's own hand-writing : 

To the Right Hnourable the Crunteſs of 

: Hartford. 
Mapan, 
This is the laſt letter you. will ever receive 


| from me, the laſt aſſurance I ſhall give you 


on earth of a ſincere and ſtedfa't friendſhip ; 
but, when we meet again, I hope it will be 
a the heights of immortal love and extaſy. 


Mae, perhaps, may be the firſt glad ſpirit to 


congratulate your fafe arrival on the happy 


| ſhores, Heaven can witneſs how ſincere my 


concern for yuur happineſs is. Thither [ 
have ſent my ardent wiſhes that you may be 
-cured from the flattering deluſion of the 
world, and, after your pious example has 
been long 2 ble ſſſiag to mankind, may you 
my reign your breath, and enter the con- 
daes of unmoleſted joy! 

[am now taking my farewell of you here, 
but it is a ſhort adieu, for I die with full per- 
02100 that we ſhall meet again. — But, O, 
in What elevation of happineſs! in what en- 
arzement of mind, and perfection of every 
Aculty ! What tran{porting refle d ions ſhall 
* make on the advantages of which we 
ſhall feel ourſelves eternally poſſeſt! 

To Hm that loved us, and waſhed us from 
"wr Uns in his own blogd, we ſhall aſcribe 
mortal glory, dominion, and praiſe for 
ever, This is all my ſalvation, and all my 
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te. That name in whom the gentiles 
dul, in Whom all the families of earth are 
k 4 a . . *. 

een, is now my glorions, my unfailing 


tonk dt. A a 320 M 
enaence; in his merits alone I expect to 


11 Iitified before infinite purity and juſt- 
How poor were my hopes it I depznd- 
on thoſe works, which my own vanity, or 
25 bert aſity of men, have called good, and 
Which, 1 examin-d by Divine pnrity, would 
292 perhape bet ſpecious fins? The beſt 


- 
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| 2nd beg that, if you will deſigu me the 
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LETTER LXXIxX. 
From the ſame to the ſame. 


Six, Marlborough, Auguſt 17, 1737- 

TH fincere eſteem I have for you, 

makes it very difficult for me to op- 
poſe any thing you deſire , and it is 
doubly fo in an inflance where I night 
have an opportunity of indulging ſo juſti- 
fable a pride as I ſhould feel in leiting 
the public (ce this freſh mark of your par- 
tiality to me; but as I am apprehenſive 
that the envy ſuch a diſtinction would raiſe 
againſt me might draw ſome vexatian with 
it, I hope you will have the goodneſs to 
change the dedication into a letter to a 
friend, without giving me any other ap- 
pellation, 

I have been fo ill as to keep my cham- 
ber, and al noſt my bed, ſince I received 
the firſt of your letters, and my Lord has 
had a return of the gout. Nothing elſe 
ſhould have made me fo long delay own- 
ing the receipt of it, and aſſuring you 
that I am, with the greateſt eiteem, Sir, 
your, &c. | 


act ons of my life would be found defeQive, 
if brought to the teſt of that unblemiſhed 
holin-fs in whoſe ſrght the heavens are not 
clean.— Where were my hopes but for a 
Redeemer's merits and atonement ?—How 
de ſperate, how undone my condition? - With 
the utmoſt advantage I can boaſt I ſhould 
ſtart back and tremble at the thoughts of 
app2aring before the unblemiſhed Majeſty,— 
O Jeſus, what harmony dwells in thy name? 
—Celeſtial joy and immortal life are in the 
ſound, Let angels fect thee to their golden 
harp* ; let the ranſomed nations for ever 
magnity thee | 
What a dream is mortal life — What ſha- 
dows are the objeAs of ſenſe I- All the glo- 
ries of mortality, my much beloved friend, 
will be nothing in your view at the awful 
hour of death, when you muſt be f parzted 
from the whole creation, and ent-r on the 
borders of the immaterial world, 

Something perſuades me that this will be 
my laſt farewell in this world. Heaven for- 
bid that it ſhould be an everlaſting parting |! 
— May that Divine protection, whole care I 
implore, keep you ſtedfaſt in the faith of 
chriſtianity, zn4 guide your ſteps in the ſtrict- 
eit paths of virtue! Adieu, my moft dear 
friend, till we meet in the paradiſe of God. 

_ EuizaneTu Rows. 
+ That the Doctor might addreſs Mrs. 
Rowe's Devout exerciſes to her Lalyſhip by 
name. 
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Whole I think there are ſeveral excellent 


| know how ſincerely they came from her 
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2 | 2 Hp to give me any apprehenſions that I mal 
LETTER LXXX. fit) MY 7 unpleaſant. I am ſure the 
„ e RES © ſubje&t is of importance, and is rendered 
From the ſame R the ſame. moſt particularly fo at his time, ty 
J nn. the polite part of the world look on th: 
SHOULD. ſooner have thanked you for Sabbath as an old-faſhioned inſtitution, 


Mrs. Rowe's Meditations, which you from which they would gladly be relea(. 
were ſo good as to ſend me, but that I I incloſe you ſome verſes which, thouzk 


had a mind to read them carefully over perhaps not ſtridly right as to the told 


firſt. You have in your preface taken of poetry, I believe you will excuſe fx 


the kindeſt and molt judicious care to ex. the piety of the ſentiments. They we: 
cuſe ſome expreſſions in them which I ſent me by a fliend of mine 
muſt confeſs appear to me to ſtand in Glouceſter, | 
need of ſome apology, but opon the 2 young ge 


| who lives 2 
and ſhe ſays were written by 
ntleman thee. 


| ! | I thought it very long fince I had bene 
ſentiments in them, which I think can- from you, and ſhould without ceremory 


not fail of doing good, eſpecially to thoſe have written again, but 1 have labour! 
who, by their acquaintance - with her, under a very painful diſorder in my best 

| and face, which has of late made writing 
heart. Lady Betty returns her thanks for very difficult to me. I thank God it is n0s 
the book you lent her, and fays ſhe ſhall a litile better, though fo far from well u 
always value it as being written by Mrs. to hinder me of the pleaſures of riding a0 
Rowe, and as a mark of your kind regard walking, to which the ſeaſon of the ye 


to herſelf. I have many acknowledgments would naturally invite me, and whith ar 


to make you for the honour you have generally more beneficial to my heal 
done me in your dedication *, which by than any medicine in the difpenſ« y. Bu 
your kindnels in ſuppreſſing my name, I ovght not te repine at theſe little inccn- 
gives me an unmixed pleaſure, by afford- veniences, which are ſo far leſs affliiog 
Ing me the ſatisfaction of receiving ſuch a than J deſerve, While I have the blel. 
mark of your pai tiality without the hazard ing to ſce my Lord and my children es 
of railing the public envy. 5 joy a pe. ſect Rate of health; for thoug) 
My Lord and my fon preſent their fer- I doubt I mult never hope to fee my Lord 
vices to you, and I am, with the ſincereſt able to walk again, he is otherwiſe in z 
gratitude and eſteem, Sir, &c. good health and ſpirits as ever he was (inet 
„ 3 I knew him. He and my daughter ar 
LETTER LXXXI. this day going to London to ay ti! 
Frances Counteſs of Hartford, afterwards Thurſday or Friday, but my fon ard! 


remain here. They all aſſure you of ther 
Dutcheſs of Somerſet, to Df I Watts. beit wiſhes. It is comfortable to find that 


Sir, St. Leonard's Hill, June 6, 1738. theie are ſtill enough of ſuch well-diſpoſed 


| I Had ihe pleaſure on Saturday to te- minds as to encourage Mrs. Rowe's lle 


ceive the book , and the kind letter ditations, which certainly breathe as lin- 
vou were ſo good as to ſend me. I dare cere a ſpirit of piety as can be met with f 
fay I ſhall go through the book with a any witing, I am afraid! have tired yo! 
great deal of pleaſwe. I have already with this long letter, and indeed the pa 
read part of it, and find nothing as yet of my eyes reminds me that it is time |: 
_ *® This declaration of her Ladyſhip, and conclude it by _—_ that by 
what ſhe ſays in the two foregoing letters, with the greateſt elleem, Sir, your, Ke. 
make it evident to whom the Doctor inſcrib- | x 


ed Mis. Rowe's Meditations,” though the LETTER LXXXII. 
name is concealed in the dedication. The "0 

whole of it agrees to her Ladyſhip, and ſhows From the ſame to the ſame. 
what a high opinion and eſteem he enter- | Bs i 

tained — hes... + , 4 Six, St. Leonard's H'!l, Aug. 8, 1138. 


+ Undoubtedly his Diſcourſes on the Hol 1 WovuLDd' much ſooner have thank! 
you for the favour of your laſt letter, 

but have been hindered by my attend- 
„ anc: 


neſs of Times, Places, and People; publiſhed 
in 1738. | . 7 
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Sec. Il. 


ance on my Lord in a ſeyere fit of the 
gout, though, I thank God, it has been 
only in his limbs, and not affected either 
his head or Romach. 

I think every body mult wiſh, a muſe 
like Mr. Pope's were more inclined to 
exert itſelf on divine and good-natured 


ſubjedts; but I am afraid ſatire is his 


higheſt talent; for I think his Unive, (al 
Prayer is by no means equal to ſome 


other of his works; and I think his tenth 


ſtanza “ an inſtance how blind the wiſeſt 


men may be to the eriors of their own - 


hearis ; for he certainly did not mean to 


. imprecate ſuch a p oportion of vengeance 


on bimſelf, as he is too apt to load thole 
with whom he dillikes ; nor would he 
with to have his own failings expoſrd to 
the eye of the world with all the invec- 
tive and ridicule, with which he publiſhes 
thoſe of his fellow creatmes. 

I have lately met with ſome riddles 
which we think pretty enough in their 
way, and, as I remember you once told 
me you thought them tolerable amulc- 
ments, I will incloſe you one or two of 
them, and, if they do not diſpleaſe you, 
can furniſh you with a few more, which 
we do not think bad ones. My Lord 
and our young people afſ're you of their 
ſervices» I ain, Sir, with the ſincereſt 
eitzem, your, &c. | | 


LETTER LXXXIII. 


From the ſame to the ſame. 


SIR Jan: 17, 1739. 
f Au truly ſorry to find you complain of 

any decay, but I am ſure if you have 
any it muſt be bodily, and has no other 
effect than that, which both Mr. Waller 
and yourſelf have fo happily deſcribed as 
letting in light upon the foul. 

I never read any thing in my life 
that pleaſed me better than your me- 
ditations on Revelation 1oth, and I 
dope I ſhall not only delight in reading 
the words, but lay the ſubſtance of it to 
my heart, to which end allow me to beg 
your prayers as an aſſiſtance. 

My dear Lord's ſtate of ſuffering (for 
he is again confined to his bed by the 


Teach me to f-el another's woe, 
To hide the fault I ſee; * 

hat mercy Ito others ſhow, 
That mercy ſhew to me. 
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gout) gives me little opportunity and leſs 
inclination to loſe much time in the gay 
amuſements which are apt to divert other 
people from the thoughts of their diſſo- 
lution; but I am not ſure that a lite of 
care and anxiety has not as bad an effe&, 
by fixing the mind too attentively on the 
preſent gloom, which obſcures every 
cheerful ray which would otherwiſe en- 
liven one's ſpirits. 

I with I had any thing to fend more 
worth your reading than the following 
verſes ; but I have fo little leiſure that I 
can ſcarce get time to write letters to the 
few friends I correſpond with. . Theſe 
lines were written one morning in Ofto- 
ber as I was fittirg in a bow window in 
my chamber at St. Leonard's Hill, which 
looks on a little gr ve in the garden, and 
beyond has an extenlive view of the foreſt. 


How lately was yon ruſlct grove 
The ſcat of haimony and love? 
How beauteous all the [ylvan ſcene ? 


The flowers how gay, the trees how green? 
e 


I am importuned by a very valuable 
old woman, who is declining a;ace, to 
beg your. prayers, She took me from 
my ruſe, and, it I have any good in 
me, I owe to her. She was truſted by 
my mother with the care. both of my 
filter and myſelf, and has lived with me 
ever ſince. But now, though paſt 90, 
ſhe cannot meet death without te:ror, and 
yet I believe I may venture to antwer, 
that ſhe has always lived under the ſhi- 
elt ſen ſ- of religion, but lowneſs of ſpirit, 
joined to many bodily infirmities, will 
thed darkneſs on the moſt cheerful minds, 
and her's never was of that caſt, I fear 
ſhe has very few months (if weeks) to 
come on earth, and a notice that you will 
grant her requett would make her I be- 
lieve paſs then with more comfort. 

I am forced to take another page to 
aſſure you of my Lord's compliments, and 
thoſe of my young people; the two lat- 
ter are very well. I have no other view 
in ſending the above verſes, but to prove 
that my confidence in your friendſhip has 
received no alteration from the length 
of time which has paſſed fince I had an 
opportunity of aſſuring you in p:rfon 
with how true a regard J am, Sir, your, 
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From the fame to the ſame. 


Windſor-Foreſt, May 19, 1739. 

1 WOULD ſooner have expreſſed my con- 
* cern for your illneſs had 1 been tree 
from complaint myſelf. 
flicted for ſome weeks with a pain in my 
Jaws and face, which is yet very little 
beter, and really di eartens me from 
doing ay thing. My Lord and Betty 
are in town, as is my ſon's goyernor on 
account of a violent rheumatiſm, fo that 
he, and I, and a young gentleman three 
or four years older than himſelf, live here 
in pertect ſolitude. Our amvlement 
within doors is at preſent Rapm's Hittory 
of England in Englith, which they 


. abridge as they go along; I work or 


draw while they read aloui, and we do 
not ſeem tired of our way of life, 

Your good prayers for y oor Rothery 
have met with unexpected ſuccels. She 
is ſo much recovered that I begin to think 
ſhe will get entirely well, and it ſhe does, 
I think nothing of that kin has frace I 


can remember looked more like a ma- 


culous operation of the healing power of 


the Almighty, 


I hope the ſame divine mercy will long 


| preſerve you a bleſſing to the age, and 


that you will find your ſtrength return 
with the warm weather, 

My ſon aſſures you of his kindeſt wiſh- 
es and fervices, and I am fue the other 


branches of my family would do the ſame 


if they were here. 


I hoped every week (of late) for the 


publication of the ſermons you were fo 
good as to fay you intended me. I hid 
Mr. Grove's are going to he publiſhed by 
fubfcription. I have ſent to town to deſire 
that my name may beeadded to the liſt, 

have juſt had the od.lett pamphlet tent 
me which ] ever ſaw in my life, called 
Amuſemens Philoſophiques ſur le Langage 
des Betes. It was buint by the hands of 
the common t xccutioner at Paris, and the 
prieſt who wrote it hanithed till he made a 
formal retraction of it, and yet 1 think at 


very plain by the ſtyle het the man was 


either in jeit or crazed.” It is by no means 
wanting of wit, but ext:em-ly far from 
ſuſtem of probaliiny I wil} now only 
recommend mvf:If to vour pravers, and 


fabfcribe myſelt, Su, your, &c. 


I have been af- 
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Frances Counteſs of Hartford, afterwards 


Dutcheſs of Somer ſet, to Dr. I. Watts, 


"Sim; Marlborough, June 7, 1739. 


you will have great reaſon to think 


me very ungrateful for your kind 
preſent to my ſon, and very indifferent 
in regard to your health, till I have told 
you what has ſo long hindered my re. 
turning you thanks for the one, and aſ- 
ſuriag you of my concern for the other, 
] have been fince [ received your's afflict- 
ed with a pain in my head, which was 
almoſt ready to deprive me of my eye. 
fight. It laſted four or five days, and, 
as ſoon as it was over, we prepared to 
remove hither, where we have only been 
three days. Theſe have been the impe- 
diments which have kept me filent at a 
time when I had the ſtrongeſt inclination 
to inquire after yon, and affcre you of 
my ſincereſt wiſhes and prayers for your 
perfect recovery. 

I have the pleaſure of finding my gar- 
den extremely improved in the two years 
1 have been ahſent from it. Some little 
alterations I had ordered ate completed, 
The trees which 1 left fall ones are 
grow! to form an agreeable ſhade, and 
I have reafon to bleſs God for the plea- 
ſantneſs of the place which is allotted me 
to paſs many of my retired hours in, 
Mey I make uſe of them to fit me for 
my laſt, and that I may do fo allow me 
to beg the continua ion of your prayers! 

My poor old woman is got hither, con- 
trary to her own, and all our expecta- 
tions. She has the deepeſt gratitude: for 
your goodneſs to her, and begs you will 
accept her thanks. She is ſtill very weak, 


and I tancy will hardly get over the au- 


tumn. My Lord and Betty defire to al- 
ſe vou of their compliments. I am, 
Sir, with the trueſt eſteem, your, &c. 


LETTER UXXXVI. 


” From the fame ts the Jane. 


Si, June 10, 1739. 
5 5 iobvau I trovhled you with a leiter 
(o lately I cannot diſpenſe with my 
17p2':103:ce.to thark you for the valuable 


Prieient youu have made me of one of the 
bet 
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beſt books I ever ſaw*. I received it 
only on Friday night, but as the good- 
neſs of Providence has allowed me many 
hours of leiſure and fetirement, I have 


had time enough to read ſo much of it 


as gives me the higheſt veneration for its 
author. 1 hope God will grant me grace 
not only to read it, but to endeavour after 
- the piety it dictates, which is delivered in 
ſuch a manner as both to convince the 
reaſon and touch the heart. I have for- 
got whether in any of my later leiters I 
erer named to you a little book newly 
tranflated from the Italian by the ſame 
Mrs. Carter, who has a copy of verſes 
printed in the beginning of Mrs. Rowe's 
Works occaſioned by her death. The 


book ſhe has now tranſlated is Sir Iſaac 


Newton's Doctrine of Light and Colours 
made eaſy for the Ladies. My daughter 
and I have both read it with great plea- 
ſure, and flatter ourſelves that we at leaſt 
underſtand ſome parts of it. She joins 
with her father and brother in their aſ- 
ſurances of efteem and good wiſhes to- 
ward you, and I hope you are convinced 
that on both thbſe ſubjefs you may 
equally depend upon the ſincerity of, Sir, 
yours, &c. 


LETTER 1IYXXVIL 


From the ſame to the ſame. 


Six, Marlborough, July 30, 1739. 
WouLD much ſooner have written to 
you to thank you for the favour of your 
laft letter had I enjoyed more leiſure ; 
but I have had à friend with we this lait 
month who has engroſſed a good many 
of thoſe hours which I uſed to employ in 
writing to my correipondents., She is a 
very prous and very religious, as well as 
3-reeable, woman, and has ſecn enough 
ot the world in her younger years to teach 
her to value iis enjoy:nents, and fear its 
vexitions, no-more than they deſerve, by 
which happy knowledge ſhe has brought 
ler mind and fpirits to the moſt perfect 
late of calmnets I ever ſaw, and her con- 
verſation ſeems to impart the blefling to 
ho partake of her diſcourſe. By this 
you will judge that I have paſſed my time 
very much to my ſatisfaction while ſhe 
was with me; and, though I have not 
written to you, you have ſhared my time 


a Very probably his Diſcourſes on the 
World to come, dated by him, ia his pre- 
face, 1739, 
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with her, for almoſt all the hours I 


paſſed alone I have employed in reading - 


your works, which for ever repreſent 
to my imagination the idea of a adder 
or flight of Reps, ſince every volume 
ſeems to rife a ſtep nearer the language 
of heaven, and there is a viſible pro- 
greſhon towards that better country 
through every page; ſo that, though all 


| breathe piety and juft reaſon, the laſt 


ſeems to crown the whole, till you fhail 
again publiſh ſomething to enlighten 2 
dark and obftinate age ; for I muſt be- 
lieve that the manner in which you treat 
divine ſubjeCts is more likely to reform 
and work upon the affeQions of your 
readers than that of any other writer 
now living. I hope God will in mercy 
to many thouſands, myſelf in particular, 
prolong your life many years. I own 
this does not feem a kind with to you, 
but 1 think you will be content to bear 
the infirmities of fleſh ſome years longer 
to be an inſtrument in the hands of God 
toward the ſalvation of your weak and 
diſtreſſed brethren. The joys of heaven 
cannot fade, but will be as glorious mil- 
lions of ages to come as they are now; 
and what a moment will the longett life 
appear when it comes to be compared with 


- eternity | My Lord defires to aſſure you 


of his regards and belt wiſhes, I an, 
Sir, your, &c. 


LET FER LAXZXVEL 


From the ſame to the ſame. 


SIR, Mariborough, Sept. 10, 17 39- 
I AM extremely glad to find that you 

have (till a referve of writings which 
the world may at ſome time or other hope 
to ſee, for without the leaſt flattery (a vice 
1 would always avoid, and more paiticu- 
larly on ſo important an occahoa) it 4s 
my opinion that God has in a very extra- 


ordinary manner bleſſed your endeavours 


to the advancement of piety. I cannot 
help mentiomng one inſtance of it to you, 
which has fallen within my own know- . 
ledge, of a perſon who, after having 
drunk extremely hard, and made a very 
il huſband for upwards of twenty years, 
has within this year and a half entirely 
changed his courſe of life, and is now as 
ſober a man and as good an huſband as 
is poſſible, and he himſelf ſays that his 
retormation has been entirely owing to 

: | reading 
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reading your three volumes of ſermans 
which were printed ſome years ſince. 

I muſt beg you to direct your next let- 
ter to me at dt. Leonard's Hill, for we 
remove thither (if it pleaſe God) the day 
after to-morrow for about two months. 
My Lord and my fon aſſure you of their 
fincere regards, as I am ſure Betty would 


do was ſhe with me, but ſhe is {till in 


Yorkſhire. I will not add any more at 
preſent than to defire the continuance of 


your prayers, and aſſure you that I am, 


with a real -yeneration ang friendſhip, 
Sir, your, &c. - 1 


LET ww. 


Frances Counteſs of Hartford, afterwards 
Dutcheſs of Somerſet, to Dr. 1. Watts. 


S1R, London, Nov. 28, 1739. 
1 Au very much aſhamed when I con- 

ſider how long I have been indebted 
to you for the favour of a letter, but 
fince that time J have had my heart full 
of care, and my hands full of buſineſs. 
When I received your's my Lord was 
laid up with a ſevere fit of the gont, 
which-did not permit me to Irave Wind- 
for Forett (whither we are to return no 
more) till the thirteenth of this month. 
When I firſt came to town I had the diſ- 
agreeable news of my daughter's being 
ill in Yorkſhire, but, I thank God, ſhe 
is now well again, and I expect her in 
town next; week, Beſides all this, I have 
been buty in getting ſom- things ready 
to go down into Buckinghamſhire, to an 
houſe which my Lord has bought there 
of mv Lord Bathurſt, and where we are 


to go to-morrow morning, to paſs there 


three or four days. It is the place which. 


Mr. Pope in one of his letters to Mr. 
Digby calls my Lord B—'s extravagant 
bergerie ®. The little paddock in which 
it ſtands perfectly anſwers that title. — 
The houſe is old, but very convenient, 
and large enough ; and what makes it 


very agreeable to me, though within 


ten miles, it looks as if it were an hun- 
dred from London. „ The Life of God 
« jn the Soul of Man“ is a book which I 


| have had and admi-ed above theſe twelve 
years. - Nothing can biea he a truer. 


ſpirit of piety. My Lord and ſon deſire 


A large ſhee pſold. 


Book Ill 


to aſſure. you of their ſeryices and heb 
wiſhes, and I am, with a very fincer; 
regard, Sir, your, &c. 


CETLER a 
From the ſame to the ſame, 


Sin, Percy Lodge, Dec.-3, 1743. 


I HaAvE received the valiable book + 

you was fo good as to ſend me, and 
though I have, from ſome neceſſary in- 
terruptions, been able to read only.about 
half of it, I am fo much. pleafed with 
thoſe admirable diſcourſes that I cannot! 
be eaſy any longer to defer my fincee 
thanks for the ſatisfaction I have already 
received from them. 

It is much to be lamented that the 


modern preachers in our church indulge 
themſelves ard their hearers with cold, 


though well penned, eſſays of morality, 
as it were forzetting that the only ar- 
chor of our ſalvation is the merits of je- 
ſus Chrift, who laid down, his life to te- 
deem us from the ſlavery of fin and &. 
tan, It is by this faſhionable way of 
preaching that I am afraid many feriovs 
people are led into the unhappy miſtake 
of truſting to their own righteouſneſs, and 
find it a hard leſſon to rank themſelves 
with the ſinners of this world. 

My Lord deſires to aſſure you of his 
ſincere regards, and I am, with the mot 
8 eſteem and gratitude, Sir, your, 

* 


Sir Hugh Smithſon and Lady Bettr 
have been in town ſome time, but 1 w!: 
let them know your kind zemembrance 
of them. ) 


r 


Lord Barrington f to Dr. Iſaac Wall! 


Rev. Six, London, Jan. 11, 1719. 
I CAanNnoT diſpenſe with myſelf from 
taking the firſt opportunity I have 0! 
acknowledging your great fayour in al- 
ſiſting me ſo readily to offer up the praiſe 
due to Almighty God for his ſignal mer. 


+ Undoubtedly the DoQar's volume © 
Evaneclical Diſcourſes, 2 
See his life in the Biogropbia Britann- 
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cies vouchſafed me on three ſeyeral oc- 
cafions, and of aſſuring you that it was 
with the utmoſt concern I under ſtood that 
] muſt not flatter myſc}f with the hopes 


| of your being with us in this laſt. But 
| how very obliging are you, who would 


give yourſelf the trouble to let me know 
that, though you could not give me the 


| advantage of 1 company at Hatton- 
| Garden, yet 


ſhould not want your aſ- 
kftance at a diſtance, where you would 
addreſs ſuch petitions to heaven to meet 
ours as tend to render me one of the beſt 


| and happieſt men alive ? This they will 


influence me to be in ſome meaſure, both 
by their prevalency at the throne of 
grace, — by inſtructing me in the moſt 
agreeable manner What I ſhould aſpire 
to. Whilft I read your letter I found my 
blood fired with the greateſt ambition to 
be what you wilh me. I will therefore 
carefully preſerve it, where it ſhall be 
leaſt liable to accidents, and where it will 


| be always moſt in my view. There, as 
I ſhall ſee what I ought to be, by keeping 


t always before me, I ſhall not only have 
the pleaſure of obſerving the maſterly 
frokes of the character you with me, 


but 1 bope come in time to bear ſome . 


reſemblance to it. 
Whiltt you were praying for us, we 


did not forget you; nor ſhall I ceaſe to 


beſecch Almighty God to make you a 
bright example of paſſive virtue, till he 
hall ſee fit to reftore you to that eminent 
degree of acceptableneſs and ſervice you 
have once enjoyed. Iam, Sir, your, &c. 


My wife is very much obliged by 
your civility, She has defired a copy of 
your letter, which ſhe ſays will be as 
uſeful to her, as it has been entertaining, 
if it he not her own fault. Both our 
humble ſervices attend the good family 
where you are. I am ſorry my Lady's 
cold is like to deprive us of their compa- 
* on Wedneſday. 


LETTER Kell. 


From the ſame to the ſame. 


Rav. Six, | Tofts, Jan. 23, 1724. 
] ReTUrNED you my thanks for the 

kind preſent of your Logic ſoon after 

received it. I can now do it on much 
better grounds, for fince 1 have read it 
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tions with his people. 
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which from the ſcene of ſorrow and bu- 
ineſs I have lately been in I have not 
been able to do till within theſe few days) 
I do not barely thank you for the civility 
of your preſent, or only for the fatisfac- 
tion I have received on reading à book 
finely written on a noble and uſeful ſub- - 
je, or for the profit 1 have reaped by 
it, but for a book, by which I not 
only the youth of England, but all, who 
are not too lazy or too wiſe to learn, 
will be taught to think and write better 
than they do, and thereby become bet- 
ter ſubjects, better neighbours, better 
relatives, and better chriſtians. As far 
as wrong reaſoning helps to ſpoil each of 
theſe (and a great way every one, who 
will reflect, muſt ſee it goes towards it), fo 
far will putting us in a right way of 
thinking help to mend us. I think your 
book ſo good an help to us this way, that 
I ſhall not only recommend it to others, 
but uſe it as the beſt manual of its kind 
myſelf, and intend as ſome have done 
Eraſmus, or a piece of Cicero for another 
purpoſe, to read it over once a year. I 
am, Sir, your, &c, 


LETTER Kcin. 


From the ſame to the ſame. 


Rev, Sin, Becket-Houſe, Feb. 4, 1731. 


AT laſt I have received the kind pre- 

ſent ® you ſo long ſince ordered me. 
1 have read it over, and looked over 
ſome parts ef it again. I ſhall lay it in 
my nurſery, hall, and parlour, and keep 
it in my ſtudy. I think it a book that 
will be very inſtructive and entertaining 
to people of all ages and conditions, 
You know I am very much for the whole 


Bible's being looked through, and nat 


one part of it only; or even the New 
Teſtament alone ia prejudice of the reſt, 
I think you have done very good ſervice 
in giving us the Apocryphal hiſtory, as 
a part of the account of God's tranſac- 
But, after ſaying | 
this, I muſt own to you I could have wiſh- 
ed you had made your ſections, eſpecially 
at the beginning, not barely as hiſtorical 
ones, hut with a view to the different diſ- 

nſations of God to mankind (I mean 
in that part of the book before the law), 


* Dr, Watts's View of the whole Scrip- 
ture Hiſtory. | 
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though ſtill preſerving the order of the 
Bible. The breaks, that ariſe from that 
conſideration, are what are molt likely 
to lead us into the true knowledge of 
the Bible. Without them the biſtory of 
the Bible will be little more than the 
amuſement of other hiſtories, I am, Sir, 


your, &c. 


LETTBR-. ei. 
Mr. John Locke, to Mr. Samuel Bold, at 
| Steeple. 
Sia, 
* Oun's of the eleventh of April, I re- 

4 ceived not till laſt week. I ſuppoſe 
M. Churchill ſt id it till that diſcourſe, 
wherein you have been pleaſed to defend 
my Fflay was printed, that they might 
come together ; though neither of them 

needs a companion to recommend it to 
me. Yuur reaſon:ngs are fo ſtrong and 
juit, aud your friendfhi2 to me fo viſible, 
that every thing mult be welcome to me, 
that comes from your pon, let it be of 
what kind focver. 

I promile myſelf, that to all thoſe who 
are willing to open their «yes, and en- 
large their minds, to a true knowledge of 
things, this little tieat1fe of your's will be 
greatly acceptable and uſeful. 
thoſe,” that will ſhut their eyes for fear 
they ſhould fee farther than others have 
ſeen before them, or rather for fear they 
ſhould uſe them, and not blindly and 
lazily follow the ſayings of others, what 
can be done to them? They are to be let 

alone to join in the cry of the herd they 
have placed themſelves in, and to take 
that for applaiiſe, which is nothing hut 
the noiſe that of courſe they make to one 
another, which way ever they aie going; 
ſo that the greatrets of it is no manner of 
proof that they are in the right. 1 fay 
not this, becauſe it is a diicourſe wherein 

you favour any opinions of mine (for I 
take car- not to be deceived by the rea- 
ſonines of my friends), but fay it from 
thoſe. who are ſtrangers to you, and who 
own themſelves to have received light 

and convittion from the clearne's and 
cloſeneſs of your reaſonings, and that in 
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one may communicate one's thought 


lump by other men's thoughts, and i» 


And for. 


Book Il. 
a matter at firſt fight very abftruſe, and 
remote from ordinary conceptions, 
There is nothing that would more re. 
joice me, than to have you for my neigh. 
bour The alvantage that you promiſe 
you: ſelf from mine, 1 ſhould receive from 
your conyerſation, The impartial loven 
and ſeekers of truth are a' vreat deal 
fewer than one could wiſh or imagine. 
It is a rare thing to find any one to whom 


freely, and from whom one may exped 
a careful examination and impartial judg- 
ment of them, To be learned in the 


be in the right by ſaying aker other, 
is the much eaſier and quieter way ; but 
how a rational man, that ſhould inquire 
and know for himſelf, can content him. 
ſelf with a faith or religion taken upon 
truſt, or with ſuch a ſervile ſubmiſſion of 
his underſtanding, as to admit all, and 
nothing elſe but what faſhion make 
paſſable among men, is to me aſtonih- 
ing. I do rot wonder you ſhovld hare, 
in many points, different apprehenſions 
from what you meet with in authors; 
with a free mind, that unbiaſſedly purſyes 
truth, it cannot be otherwiſe. Furſt, All 
authors did not write unbiaſſedly for truth 
ſake. Secondly, there are ſcarce any 
two men, that have perfectly the ſame 
views of the ſame thing, till they 
come with attention, and perhaps mutual 
aſſiſtance, to examine it. A conſideration 
that makes converſation with the living 
a thing much more defirable and uſeful 
than conſulting the dead; would the 
living but be inquiſitive after truth, apply 
their thoughts with attention to the gain- 
ing of it, and he i- different where ut was 
found, fo they could but find it. 
The firſt requiſite” to the profiting by 
books, is not to judge of opinions by 
the authority of the writers. Nore 
have the right of dictating but God 
himſelf, and that becauſe he is Truth 
itſelf, All other's have a 1ight to be fol- 
lowed as far as I, i. e. as far as the evi- 
dence of what they ſay convinces ; ard 
of that my own underſtanding alone muſt 
be judoe for me, and nothing elſe. It 
we made. our own eyes our guides, and 
admitted or rejected opinions only by 
the evidence of reaſon, we ſhould bei: 
ther embrace or refuſe apy tenet, becauſe 
we find it publiſhed py another, of whit 
name or character ſoever he was. 0 
ou 
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You ſay you loſe many things becauſe 
they flip from you: I have had expe- 
rience of that myſclf, but for that my 
Lord Bacon has provided a ſure remedy- 
For, #s I remember, he adviſes ſome- 
where, never to go without pen and ink, 
or ſomething to write with ; and to he 
ſure not to negle& to write down all 
thoughts of moment that come i, to the 
mind. I muſt own I have omitted it of- 
ten, and have often e it. The 
thoughts that come unſought, and as it 
were diopt into the mind, are commonly 
the moſt valuable of any we have, and 
tixrefoie ſhould be ſecured, becauſe 
they ſeldom return again. You ſay alſo 
that you loſe- many things, becauſe your 
thou. thts are not Ready, and ſtrong 
enough to purſue them to a juſt iſſue. 
Give me leave to think that herein you 
miſtake yourſelf and your own abilities, 
Write down your thoughts upon any ſub- 
ject as far as you have at any time pur- 
ſued them, and then go on again ſome 
other time when you find your mind dif- 
poſed to it, and lo till you have carried 
them as far as you can, and you will be 
convinced that, if you have loſt any, it 
has not been for want of ſtlength of 


mind to bring them to an iſſue ; but for 


want of memory to retain a long train of 
reaſonings, which the mind having once 
beat out, is loth to be at the pains to go 
over again; and fo your conrettion ane 
train having flipped the memo y, the pur- 
ſuit tops, and the reaſor.ing is neglected 
before it comes to the laſt concluſion. 
If you have not tried it, you cannot i na- 
gige the difference there is in ſtydying 
with and without a pen in your hand. 
Your ideas, if the connections of them 
that you have traced be ſet down, fo that 


without the pains of recollecting them in 


your memory, you can take an eaſy view 
of them again, will lead you far her 
than you can expect. Try, and tell me 
Hit is not ſo, I ſay not this that 
ſhould not be glad to have any conver- 
lation upon whatever points you ſhall 
employ your thoughts about. Propoſe 
what you haye of this kind freely, and 
do not ſuſpe& that it will interfere with 
my affairs. | 

Know, that beſide the pleaſure that it is 
to converſe with a thinking man and a 


lover of truth, I ſhall profit by it more 


than you. This you would ſee by the 
frequer cy of my viſits, if you were 
within the reach of them, | 
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That which I think of Deut. xii. 15. 
is this, that the reaſon, why it is ſaid, as 
the roebuck and the bart, is becauſe 
(Lev. xvii.), to prevent idol try, in offer- 
ing the blood to other Gods, they were 
commanded to kill all the cattle that they 
ate at the door of the tabernacle, as a 
peace offering, and ſprinkle the blood on 
the altar; but wild beafts that were 
clean, might be eaten, though their blood 
was not offered to God (v. 13.) , becauſe 
being killed before they were taken, their 
blood could not be ſprinkled on the altar ; 
and therefore it ſufficed in ſuch caſes, to 
pour out their blood, wherever they were 
killed, and cover it with duſt. And for. 
the ſame reaſon, when the camp was 
broken up, wherein the whole people was 
in the neighbaurhood of the tabernacle, 
during their forty years paſſage from 
Egypt to Canaan, and the people were 
ſcattered in their habitations through all 
the Land of Promiſe ; thoſe who were 
ſo far from the temple were excuſed 
( Deut. xii. 21, 22.) from killing their 
tame cattle at Jeruſalem, and ſprinkling 
their blood on the altar. No more was 
required of them than in killing the roe- 
buck or any other wild.\beaft ; they were 
only to pour out the blaod and cover it 
with duſt, and ſo they might eat of the 
fleſh, Thele are my thoughts concerning 
that paſſize. : | 

What you ſay about critics and criti- 
cal interpretations, particularly of the 
Scriptures, is not only in my opinion 
true, but of great uſe to be obſerved in 
reading learned commentators, who not 
ſeldom make it their buſineſs to ſhew in 
what ſenſe a word has been uſed by other 
authors; whereas the proper buſineſs of 
a commentator, is to ſhew in what ſenſe 
it was uſed by the author in that place, 
which in the ſcripture we have reaſon 
to conclude was moſt commonly in the 
ordinary vulgar ſenſe of the word or: 
phraſe known in that time, becauſe the 
books were written, as you rightly ob- 
ſerve, and adapted to the people. If 
critics had obſerved this, we ſhould haye 
in their writings leſs oftentation and more 
truth, and a great deal of darkneſs now 
ſpread on the Scriptures had been avoided. 
I have a late proof of this myſelf, who 
have lately ane in ſome paſſages of 
Scripture a fenie quite different from 
what I underſtood them in before, or 
from what I found in commentators ; and 
yet it appears ſo clear to me, that when 1 
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ſee you next, I ſhall dare to appeal to 
ob api Bot 1 read the word of God 
without prepofſeſſion or biaſs, and come 
to it with a reſolution to take my ſenſe 
from it, and not with a defign to bring 
it to the ſenſe of my ſyſtem. How much 
that has made men wind and twiſt and 


bog 


ull the text in all the ſeveral ſets of 


hriſtians, 1 need not tell you. I de- 
de ſign to take my religion from the 
« ſcripture, dad then, whether it ſuits 
& or ſuits not any other denomination, [ 
« am not much concerned; for I think 
4 at the laſt day, it will not be inquired 
« whether I was of the church of Eng- 
land or Geneva, but whether I fought 
« or embraced truth in the love of it.“ 

The proofs I have ſet down in my book 
of one Infinite IndependentEteroal Being, 
ſatisfy me; and the gentleman that de- 
ſigned others, and pietended that the 
next v. ofition to that of the exiſtence 
of a ſelf-ſufficient Being ſhould be this, 
that ſuch a Being is but One, and that 
he could prove it antecedent to his at- 
tributes, viz. Infinity, Omoipotency, &c. 
I am ſince pretty well ſatisfied, pretend- 
rd to what he had not, and therefore I 
tiouble not myſelf any farther about the 
matter, As to what you ſay on the oc- 


caſion, I agree with you, that the ideas 


of modes and actions of ſubſtances are 
uſually in our minds before the idea of 
ſubſtance itſelf ; but in this 1 differ from 
you, that I do not think the ideas of the 


as of their exiltence; for they muſt 


exili before they can any ways affect us, 


to make us ſenſible of their operations, 
and we muſt ſuppoſe them to be before 
they operate. | 
The Eſſay is going to be printed again: 
I wiſh you were, near, that I might ſhew 
ou the ſeveral alterations and additions [ 
have made, before they go to the preſs. 
The warm weather that begins now with 
us, makes me hope I ſhall now ſpeedily 
get to town. If any buſineſs draws you 
thither this ſumraer, I hope you will or- 
der it ſo, that I may have a good ſhare of 
your company. No body values it more 
chan l, and I have a great many things to 
talk with you. I am, Sir, your, &c. 


1 of things are antecedent to the 
ide 
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LETTER xcv. 


Dr. Tillotſon, Dean of Canter fee. 
nears Arby), 10 4 N. 
re be 2 * 


” 


* 


IA forry to underſtand by Mr, T— 


letter to my ſon, that your diff 

rows upon you, and that you ſeem to 
ecline ſo faſt. I am very ſenſible hoy 
much eaſier it is to give advice again 
trouble, in the caſe of another, than 10 
take it in our own. It hath pleaſed God 
to exerciſe me of late with a very fore 
trial, in the loſs of my dear and only 
child ; in which I do perfectly ſubmit to 
his good pleaſure, firmly believing that 
he always does what is beſt; and ye, 
though reaſon be ſatisfied, our paſſion is 
not ſo ſoen appeaſed ; and when nature 
has received a wound, time muſt be al- 
lowed for the healing of it. Since that, 
God hath thought fit to give me a newer 
ſummons, and a cloſer warning of my 
mortality, in the danger of an apoplexy; 
which yet, 1 thank God for it, hath oc- 
caſioned no very melancholy refleftions ; 
but this perhaps, is more owing to na- 
tural temper than philoſophy and wiſe 
conſideration. Your caſe, ! know, 13 
very different, who are of a temper na- 
turally melancholy, and under a diſſem- 
per apt to increaſe it, for both which } 
great allowances are to be made, 

And yet, methinks, both reaſon and 
religion do offer to us, conſiderations of 
that ſolidity and ftrength, as may very 
well ſupport our ſpuits, under all the 
frailties and infirmines of the fl-ſh; ſuch 
as theſe, that God is perfect love and 
goodne(s ; that we are not only bis crea- 
tures, but his children, and as dear to 
him as to ourſelves ; that he does not 
afflia willingly, or grieve, the children of 
men; and that all evils and affliioos 
which befal us, are intended for the cure 
and prevention of greater evils of fin, and 
puniſhment ; and therefore we ought not 
only to ſubmit to them with patience, 43 
being deſerved by us, but to receive them | 
with thankfulneſs, as being deſigned by 
him to do us that , and to n Fry 
to that ſenſe of him and ovurſelyes, which 
perhaps nothing elſe would have done 
that the ſufferings of this preſent life = 


0 
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but ſhort and flight, compared with that 
extreme and endleſs miſery, which we 
have deſerved ; and with that exceeding 
and eternal weight of glory, which we 

for in the other world ; that if we 
de careful to make the beſt preparation 
we can for death and —_— whatever 
brings us nearer to our end, brings us 
nearer to our happineſs ; and how rugged 
ſoever the way be, the comfort is, that 
it leads to our Father's houſe, whete we 
ſhall want nothing that we can wiſh, 


Wen we labour under a dangerous diſ- 


temper that threatens our life, what 
would we not be content to bear, in or- 
der to a perfe recovery, could we be 
aſſured of it? And ſhould we not be wil- 
ling to endure much more, in order to 
happineſs, and that eternal life which 
God, that cantiot lie, hath pron 
Nature; I know, is fond of lite, and apt 
to be (till lingering after a longer conti- 
nuance here ; and yet a long life, with 
the uſual burdens and infirmities of it, is 
ſeldom deſirable; it is but the ſame thing 
over again, or wor ſe, fo many more days 
or nights, ſummers and winters; a repe- 
tition of the ſame pleaſures, but with leſs 
pleaſure and reliſh every day; a return of 
the ſame, or greater, pains and trouble, 
but with leſs patience and ſtrength to 
bear them. 

Theſe, and the like conſiderations, I 
uſe to entertain myſelf withal, and not 
only with contentment, but comfort, 
though with great inequality of temper, 
at ſeveral times, and with much mixture 


of human frailty, which will always ſtick 


to us while we are in this world. How- 


ever, by theſe kind of thoughts, death 


becomes more familiar to us, and we 


| hall be able by degrees to bring our 


minds cloſe up to it, without ſtartling at 
it, The greateſt tenderneſs I find in my- 
elf is with regard to ſome near rela- 
tions, eſpecially the dear and conſtant 
companion of my life, which, I muſt con- 
feſs, doth very ſenſibly touch me; but 
then I conſider, and fo I hope will they 
alſo, that this ſeparation will be but for 
a little while, and that though I fhall 
leave them in a had world, yet under the 
cxre and protection of a good God, who 
can be more and better to them than all 
ther relations, and will certainly be fo 


to them that love him, and hope in his 
mercy, 
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I ſhall not need to adviſe you what to 
do, and what uſe to make of this time 
of your viſitation ; I have reaſon to be- 
lieve, that you have been careful in the 
time of your health, to prepare for this 
evil day, and have been converſant in 
thoſe books which give the beſt direftions 
to this purpoſe, and have not, as ſo many 
do, put off the great work of your life to 


the end of it; and then you have no-: 


thing now to do, but as well as you can, 
under your preſet weakne(s and . pains, 
to renew your repentance, for all the er- 
rors and miſcarriages of your life, and 
earneſtly to beg God's pardon and for- 
giveneſs of them, for his ſake, who is 
the propitiation for our fins; to comfort 
yourſelf in the goodneſs and promiſes of 
God, and the hopes of that happinefs 
you are ready to enter into; and in the 
mean time, to exerciſe faith and patience 
for a litile while, and be of good courage, 
ſince you ſee land; the ſtorm you are in 
will be quickly over, and then it will be 
as if it never had been, or rather the re- 
membrance of it will be a pleafure. 

I do not uſe to write ſuch long letters ; 
but I do heartily compaſſionate your 
caſe, and ſhould be glad if I could ſug- 
geſt any thing that might help to mitigate 
your trouble, and make that ſharp and 
rough way, through which you are to 
paſs into a better world, a little more 
ſmooth and eaſy. I pray to God to fit 
us both for that great change, which we 
muſt once undergo; and, if we be but in 
any good meaſure fit for it, ſooner or 
later makes no great difference, I com- 
mend you to the Father of Mercies, and 
God of Conſolation, beſeeching him to 
increaſe your faith and patience, and 
to ſtand by you in your Jaſt and great 
conflict; and that, when you walk 
through the valley of the ſhadow of 
death, you may fear no evil; and when 
your heart fails, and your ſtrength fails, 
you may find him the ſtrength of your - 
heart, and your portion for ever. Fare- 
wel, my good friend; and while we are 
here, let us pray for one another, that 
we may have a joyful meeting in agother 
world. I reſt, Sir, your woly affection- 
ate ftiend and ſervant. 1 
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LETTER XCVL_ 
Mrs. Rowe to ber Mother, 


Mapau, me 
I Au now taking my final adieu of this 
world, in certain hopes. of meeting 
you in the nex!, I carry to wy' grave 
my -affe&ion and gratitute to you, 1 
leave you with the ſincereſt concern for 
your ow: happincls, and the welfare- of 
your family. Ma» my prayers be an- 
fwered when 1 am fleeping in the duſt, 
Miy the angels of God conduct you in 
the paths of immortal pleaſure. | 
I would collect the powers of my ſoul, 
and aſk bleſſiags tor you with all the holy 
violence of prayer. God Almighty, the 
God of your piovs auceſtors, who has 
been your dwelling: place tor many gene- 
rations, bleſs you.— It is but a ſhort 
ſpace I have to meaſure ;>»my ſhadows 
are lengthening, and my fun declining ; 
that goodneſs which has hitherto con- 
dutfed me, will not fail me in the laſt 
concluding aQ of life: that name which 
1 have made my glory and my buaſt, ſhall 
then be my ſtrength and my talvaiion. 
To meet death with a becoming forti- 
rude, is a part above the powers of na- 
ture, and which I can pertorm by no 
wer or holineſs of my own : for oh! 
in my belt eſtate, 1 am altogether vauity, 
a wretched, helpleſs finner ; but in the 
merits and perfect righteouſneſs of God 
my Saviour, 1 hope to appear juſtified at 
the lupreme tribunal, where I muſt 
ſhortly and to be judged. 


{N. B. This letter was not to be ſent to 
her mother till ſhe was dead.] 
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Archbiſhop Herring 2 William Duncombe, 
* 


| Croydon -Houſe, 
DPDrAx Sin, October 16, 1754. 

1 of your ſummer's meditation, and, if 
you dere it, will ſubmit it to a friend's 
peruial ; though 1 hail rather be ex- 
cuſed doing that, for the reaſon which 
you ſuggeſt, it being very likely that the 


t 


| the poilon of his book ſo diluted, that it 


Lord B lingbrokes writings, are the 


SHALL be very glad to fee the work 
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perſon I would chuſe to truſt ma 

bly engage in the cauſe himſelf, Why 
you are about is quite out of the w; 
of the following ref Ction, which I an 
led to make by knowing that ſeven] 
weak peas are at work upon Bling. 
broke. Ion I have my fears on this 
head, that more harin may be done than 
good. Lord Bulingbroke, as you juitly 
obſerve, is obſcured in a cloud of unit. 
tell11ble metaphyncs, in many parts of 
his works 1s dack and vbſcure, and de. 
tultory throughout; has no conſiſtent 
ſyttem; is molt ti1elomely long; his mil. 
chievous tenets, ſome of them abſuri 
(as the denial of final cauſes, &c.), and 


cannot, I think, do much hurt. But i 
injucious wruers ſet themſelves to er- 
tract the eſſence of it, and draw al! his 
fie (an iguis fatuus as it lies) to 2 
Focus, the remedy ſhould be very ttrong, 
and the operator an able chymiſt, to pre- 
vent its doing miſchief. This work 
ſhonld not be truſted to bunglers. 
Beſides, the ;cople in danger from 


looſe and the wits, who will never fit 
down to read grave and ſolid anſwer, 
Irony and joke in the literary way, ace 
the only means to deal with him, and one 
cannot help wiſhing, that the age which 
produced Lord Bolingbroke had produced 
ſuch an antagoniſt wit as Mr. Bayle was, 
whe could render him ridiculous while 
he confuted him. Dr. Warburton, you 
fee, attempts this“; and, if he had 
more delicacy, it would be with more 
ſuccels. However, there are many ex- 
cellent things in his ſecond letter, and [ 
think he has expoſed his reafonings well 
upon the moral nature of the Deity. 
Here your plan will coincide with him; 
and, though I know your heart and your 
talents, you will not be offended, it l 
ſay, that you will combat the better, for 
attacking in the armour of Cicero. 
am, dear Sir, Kc. 


® In his “ View of Lord Boliogbroke't 
„ Philoſophy.” 


f Se. II. 


0 D 


* 


LETTER XCVUL. 


M. de Voltaire to the Author of the Dia- 
legues of the Dead, 


My Leb, 


I * read the ingenious Dialogues 


of the Dead. 1 find “ that I am an 
« exile, and guilty of ſome exceſſes in 
« wiitinge” I am obliged (and perhaps 
for the honour of my country) to lay 1 
2m no exile, becauſe I have not commit- 
ted the exceſſes the author of the Dia- 


logues imputes tt&me. i 
No body raiſed his voice higher than 
mine in favour of the rizhts of mankind ; 


y:t | have not exceeded even in that 
virtue. ; 

I am not ſettled in Switzerland, as he 
heheve's 
France. Retieat is becoming to old age, 


and more becoming in one*s-own- poſlel- - 


fons. If I enjoy a little country houſe 
near Geneva, my manors and my caltl-s 
xe in Burgundy ; and if my king has 
been pleaſed to confirm the privileges of 
my lands, which are free from all tributes, 
I 3m the more addicted to my king. 

If I was an exile, I had not obtained 
from my court many a paſſport for Eng- 
Iſh noblemen. 

The ſervice I rendered to them entitles 
me to the jultice I expe& from the noble 
author, | | 

As to religion, I thirk, and I hope 
he thinks with me, that God 1s neither a 
Preſbyterian nor a Lutheran, nor of the 
low church, - nor of the high church ; but 
God 1s the father of all mankind, the fa- 
ther of the noble author, and mine. I am, 
with reſpedt, his moſt humble ſervant, 

| VoLTAIR*E, 
Gentleman of the king's chamber, 
At my caitle of Tornex in Burgundy, 


- ANSWER 
. 


Have received the honour of your 

letter dated from your caltle at Tor- 
nex in Burgundy, by which 1 find I was 
guy of an error in calling your retire- 
ment * a». exile.” When another edi- 
tion ſhall he made of my Dialogues, either 
in Engliſh or in French, I will take care 


1 live in my own lands in 
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that this error ſhall be corretted; and I 

am veiy ſorry I was not apprized of it 
ſooner, that I might have correcied it in 
the firlt edition of a French tranſlation 
juſt publiſhed under my inſpection in Lon- 


don. To do you juitice is a duty I owe 


to truth and myſelf; and you have a 
much betier title to it than from the paſſe 
ports you ſay you have procured for Eng- 
liſn noblemen : you are entitled to it, 
Sir, by the high ſentiments of reſpect L 
have for you, which are not paid to the 
privileges, you tell me, your king has 


confirmed to your lands, but to the zoble 


talents God has given you, and the ſu- 
perior rank you hold in the republic of 
letters. The favours done you by your 
ſovereign, are an honour to bim, but add 
little luſtre to the name of Voltaire. 

I entirely agree with you © that God 
« is the father of all mankind ;” and 
ſhould think it blaſphemy to confine his 
goodneſs to a ſect; nor do I believe that 
any of his creatures ate good in his fight, 
if they do not extend their benevolence 
to all his creation, "Theſe opinions 1 re- 
joice to fee in your works, and ſhall be 
very happy to be convinced that the li- 
berty of your thoughts and your pen, 
upon d jects of philoſophy and religion, 
never exceeded the bounds of this gene- 
1018 priveiple, which is authorized by re- 
velation, as much as by reaion ; or that 
you dilapprove, in your hours of ſober 
reflection, any irregular (allies of fancy, 
which cannot be jufified, though they 


may be excuſed, by the vivacity and fire 


of a great genius, 


I have the honour 
to be, Sir, &c, | 


LETTER XCIX. 


Mr. P— at B, to Mr. W— at L—. 


July 20, 1753- 

y or are ſurpriſed, Sir, and ſo is all 

Europe, at M. Voltaire's diſgrace 
with the King of Pruſſia. No body can 
yet comprehend, how it hath been poſ- 
ſible to exaſperate a philoſophic king 
againſt his firſt favourite, to whom, dur- 
ing fix'ren years, he had behaved ra- 
ther like a faithful friend than a gracious 
prince, 


Majeſty, charmed with the lyre of this 
new Orpheus, never ceaſed his applica- 
tions 


All the world knows that his | 
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tions to draw him to his court, that he 


might be more intimately acquainted 
with his muſe, which haih ſo much con- 
tbuted to refine his !alte, and to make 
him az author; a character of which he 
Is as jealous as he is of that of a king. 
M. Voltaie had reſolved rot to quit his 


native countiy, but he could not reſiſt 


the preſſing 1ftances of his P. uſſian Ma- 


jeſty, which were too honourable to him 


to be diſregarded. He therefate left 
Paris aud went to Berlin, in the ſummer 
of the year 1750 he King of Pruſſia 
immediately loaded him with his favours, 
Not content with ailgning him a large 
r he alſ»> honoured him with the 

ey of chamberlain, and his Order of 
Merit, For two years together, M. Vol- 
taire continued in high favour with his 
Majeſty, aud thought himfelt well eſta- 
bliſhed, when he begin to perceive ſome 


. ma ks of jealoul;, in a man whom he 


had before reckoned amongtt his friends, 
and who had btained the King's protec- 
tion by the great noiſe he had cauſed to 
be made about bis northern expedition; 
and when he faw tlie high opinion that 
had been conceived of his merit was 


upon the decline, ard that he was unable 


to keep it up by any other extraordinary 
perfor mances, endeavoured to ſecure the 
continuance of the royal favour by craft 


and artifice. This was M. Maupertuis, 
preſident of the academy of Berlin. It 


is well known to the literary world how 


he hath ſtrained to obtain the character 
of a great man, and an inventor, by a 
piece which he hath publiſhed under the 
title of Letters. The learned, and 


amongſt the reſt M. Voltaire, found fo 


many abſurdities in theſe letters, that he 
could not forbear writing a iatire on the 
occahon, This ſatire was upon the point 
of being publiſhed at Potſdam, under the 


title of, The Diatriba of Dr. Akakia, 


when M. Mavupeituis, being app 1zed 
of it by one of his creatures, obtained 
the King's orders for ſuppreſſing the 
work. It is probable that this ſuppreſ- 
ſion was only deſigned by his Majeſty 
to reconcile the two compatriot cour- 


tiers, but M. Maupertuis looked upon it 


as a mark of his ſuperiority in the eſteem 
of his maſter, and, relving upon this, he 
took the liberty to tell the King a thou- 
tand lies to ruin the credit and repu- 


Book 11] 


tation of M. Voltaire.-A manyſen 
copy of The Diatriba of Dr. Akaln, 
having fallen into the hands of a book. 


ſeller in Holland, it ſoon appeared i 


print, to the great ſatisfaction of the 
public. M. Maypertvis was enraged u 
this, and the more fo, as M. Volta, 
in this ſatire, had taken part with M 
Koenig, counſellor and library-kee 

to his moſt ſerene highneſs the Ping 
Stadtholder at the Hague, who with the 


ſtrongeſt arguments had attacked hi 


principle of the leaſt action, the diſpute 
concerning which is well known to all 
the learned in Europe. M. Mavpertuy 
immediately, with all the aggravating 


circumſtances he could think of, repre- 


ſented this to his Majeſty as an offence 
againſt the royal authority. It was ne- 
ceſſary to make the King conſider it in 
this light, in order to raile his indigns. 
tion to the higheſt pitch. It was in vain 
that M. Voltaire protefted, and even 
made oath, that he did all he could u 
p! event the impreſſion (and of this I ny- 
ſelf was an eye-witneſs). He was con- 
demned ; the Diatriba of Dr. Akakia 
was, by the King's order, burnt at Ber. 
lin, by the hands of the cemmon execu- 


tioner, and the King cauſed. the tranſ- 


action to be publiſhed in the gazettes of 
Berlin, 


The firſt ſtep which M. Voltaire took 


after this ſcene, was to return the King 


his key of chambe: lain and his Order of 
Merit, and to beg leave to retire. The 
King immediately ſent back the key aid 
the c oſs, accompanied with a very covr- 
teous letter, wherein he intimated, that 
it would be very agreeable to him, if M. 
Voltaire would continue to reſide at his 
court, and accept his penſion. Out of 
re ſpect to his Majeſty, M Vollaire te- 
tained the key and the croſs, but perſif- 
ed in deſiring his diſmiſſion. To this te- 
queſt he could get no ane r. M. Mau- 
pertuis continued his intrigues, and even 
obtained the King's leave to compromile 
his academical diſpute with M. Koen. 
T'he King publiſhed a letter, wherein he 
thought proper to ielate. all the injur1ovs 
things concerning Meſſ. Voltaire and 
Koenig, that M. Maupertuis had pre- 
ſumed to tell him one night, after the 
opera was ended, when his Majeſty went 
in his domino to M. Maupertuis's ** 
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and converſed with him ſome hours in his 
bed-chawber. _ _ + | | 

The public in * declared for M. 
Voltaire and M. Koenig; but notwith- 
fanding this, M. Maupe: tuis ſound 
means lo hinder truth from approachiag 
the throne, M. Voltaire was diſgraced, 
and yet could not obtain his diſmitſion, 
nor eren permiſſion, to go to the waters 
for the recovery of his healch. It was 
even prohibited, throughout the Mar- 
quiſate of Braudenburgh, to furniſh M. 
Vol:aire with, horſes, or to ſuffet him to 
pals, At leogrth, however, I know not 
how, he obtained permiſſion to go to the 
baths of Plombieres, and he took his 
l-ave of the King at Potſdam, to which 
place he promiſed to return in the month 
of October. But his enemy, who threat- 
exed to go to Leipſic to aſſaſſinate him, 
hath played his part ſo well, that M. 
Voltaire hath been diſgraced afreſh, as 
you will ſee by the letters herewith ſent. 
Theſe letters,, as well as that of the King 
of Pruſſia, which 1 ſend on account of the 
relation it has to the others, are very au- 
thrytic, I have the honour to be, &c. 
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I. —— at Francfort upon the Maine, to 


| July 8, 1753. 
AFTER having diſpatched the Jaſt let- 
ter I wrote you, I had the honour to 
receive your's of the third of this month: 
and as 40 that letter 1 have given you all 
the eclairciſſement you demanded con- 
cetuing M. Voltaice's affair, I will con- 
ice myſelf in this to what has paſſed here 

at Francfort. ; 
M. de Freytag, the king of Pruſſia's 
reſident in this city, immediately after 
M. Voltaire's arrival heie, redemanded 
of him the croſs of the Order of Merit, 
the hey of chambeilain, and alſo a ſmall 
calket, wherein, it is ſaid, is a manv- 
kunt in the King's own band, M. Vol- 
le immediately delivered the two firſt, 
ind gave his parole, that the caſket, 
„luck he had ſent forward with his bag- 
gaze to Straſburgh, ſhould be produced 
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gained her my eſteem. 


- 
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acquittance, and leave given him in the 
King's name to depart whenever he 


1 Aſter a few days he ſet out for - 


Wiſhaden; but he was ſtopped by the 
guard at the gates of the city, and M. 
de Fieytag ſhewed him a new order of 
the King of Pruffia, to arteſt him; but 
this order was not ſigned by the Kin 

himſelf. He was, however, carried back 
under the guard of four ſoldiers and a 
iubaltern officer, to the houſe of a mer- 
chant called Schmidt. Thae M. Vol- 
taire was very ill treated by the reſident, 
who kept him very cloſe, allowed his 
pocket to be ſearched, and eighty louis 
d'ors, found therein, to be taken from 
him. He was then conducted to an inn, 
together with , his niece and ſecretary, 
under the guard of a ſoldier ; and to af- 
front him the more, the ſecretary was 
obliged to paſs the firft night in the ſame 
chamber with M. Voltaire's niece ; M. 
Voltaire himſelf being ſhut up in another 
chamber with the guard, The day before 
yeiterday he was releaſed, and it is faid 
that the order to arreſt him at the gate 
was ſent to the reſident by one of his ene- 
mies, who had the temeiity to make uſe 
of the King's name. Time mult inform 
us of the con ſequences of this affair. M. 
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Voltaire will yet go to ſome of the baths, 


but to which of them is not known. Thus 


I have told you all I know concerning 


this affair. I had, it from the mouth of a 
perion to whom M. Voltaire himſelf te- 
lated it. I am on all occaſions at your 
ſervice, and have the honour to be, &c. 


LETTER CL 


From the King of Pruſſ a, in his own band, 
to M. Voltaire. 


Auguſt 23, 1780. 


1 Have ſeen the letter which your niece 


writes you from Paris. The friend - 
ſhip which ſhe expreſſes for you, hath 
If I were Ma- 
dam Denis, I ſhauld think 2s ſhe does, 
but being what I am, I think other wiſe, 
It would be the greateſt affliction io me, 
to be the cauſe of an enemy's miſery ; 
how then can 1 wiſh ill to a man whom I 


in eight days, and at the ſame ume diſ- eſteem, and who haih ſacrificed to me 
his native country, and every thing that 
mankind hold moſt dear? No, my dear 
Voltaire, if I could foreſee that your 
tranſplantation could poſſibly turn in the 

53 leaſt 


p'Ched one of his domeſtics to Straſ- 
burgh to fetch it. It was accordingly 
brought back, and, M. Voltaire having 
&|;vered it to M, de Freytag, had an 


— — 
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leaf degree to your diſadvantage, I would 


be the firſt to diſſuade you from it. Ves, 


I would prefer your happineſs to the ex- 
trewe pleaſure youi p1efeiice would give 


vie, But you are a hiloſopher; | am 


"we too; and can any thing be more na- 


tursl. mor: ra ional, ard more regular, 


than that phil ſophers, united by the ſame 
ſtudies, the ſame taſte, and a ſimilar 
manner of thinking, d bun to live to- 
gether, ſh uld give themſe ves that ſatiſ 
taftior ? Ir. ſpect you as my maſter in 
eloqu-nce and fcier ce: J love you as a 
visto us friend: what flavery, what 
misfortunes, what changes, what incon- 
ſtancy of to:ture then have you to fear 
| in a country where you are as much 
eſteemed as in your native country, and 
with a f.iend who hath a rateful heart ? 
I am not (© vain as to imagine that Ber- 
lin is equal 10 Paris. If riches, gran- 
dem, ard maznitcence, m»ke a city de- 
lighttul, we yield to Paris. If there be 
a place in the world, where good taſte is 
more univerſally and ex'er five ly diffuſed, 
I know and agrre, that it is at Paris 
But do not you int oduce this tafle 
wherever you go? We have organs 
which ſuffice to applaud you, and n point 
of fenticvert and gratiivde, we yield to 
no country in the wirld | pay recard 
to the friendihip which attaches you to 
Madam du Chatelet, but after her I am 
one of your oldeit frie: ds. What, be- 
cauſe you will hive in my houſe, i: will be 
ſaid that this houſe is your prilon ! What, 
becauſe ] am your friend, 1 all be your 
* tyrant ! | ow" to you, that I do not un- 
derftand this logie, tht I am firmly per- 
ſuaded that you will be very hap y here 
during my life, that you will be regarded 
as the father of leacni g ard tafte, and 
that you will find in me ail the conſola- 
tion that a man of you merit may ex- 
pect from one who pe fecily eſteems him. 
Good ni; ht. : | 


LETTER cn. 
M. Veltaire to Madam Denis, bis Niece. 


Mayenc», July 9. 1763 
Tarn or fryr years having elapſed 
| fince I ſh: da tear, | flaitered myſelt 
that mine eyes would not have known 
this weaknels again till they had cloſtd 
for ever. Lehe day Count de Sta- 
s ſecretary found me diſſolved in 


tears : your departure and preſent fituz. 
tion was the cauie of m afic 

c uel ſeverity of your ſufferings loſt jy 
horror when you were preſent ; your pa. 
tience and your cow age rouſed ming 
but after your departure I had no ſup. 
port. I cannot ſometimes help imazic. 
ing that it is all a dream: I fancy they 
things to have been tranſacted in th; 
reign of Dionyſus of Syracuſe. Can i 
be true, | atk myielf, that a lady « 
Paris. tiavelling with a paſſport fron 
the Kirg her maſter, can have been 
d:agged through the ſtreets of Francfort 
by foldie's, impriſoned without ary 
form of trial, denied the convenience of 


a waiting woman 


Aion. The 


or any domeſtic, the 


door of the priſon guarded by four (ol. 
diers, with their bayonets fixed io their 
mu'quets, and compelled to ſuffer à toc} 
of this Freytag, one of the moſt abin. 
doned villains, to paſs the night alove in 
her apartment? When la Brinvilliers 
was ccnfined, the executioner was never 


left alone with her. 


So barbarous an in. 


decency is without example. And what 
was your crime? The having travelled 
100 leavues to accompany to the water 


ot Plombieres a dying uncle, whom you 


reeard as your father. [rt is certainly a 
diſhonour to the King of Pruſſia that he 
has not yet made reparation for ſuch an 
indignity, committed in his naive, by 4 
man who calls himſe!t his miviller. 

An aduitional afli\ ion this to me: H: 


cauſed me to be arreſted to regain his | 
printed book of poems, with which be 


had favoured me, and to which I hal 
ſome claim. He had left it with meas 
the pledge of his favour, and as the te- 


ward of his tuils, 


He was defirous t2 


1eſume it; a fingle word would have 
dove ; there was ro occafion to impriſor. 
an old man who was going to drirk the 
waters. He might have rememhered, 
that by his winning favours for above 16 
ant he had given me reaſon to be- 


ieve myſelf in his 


good graces ; that he 


had taken me from my count'y in my 
old a.e; that I had aſſiſted him, for two 
years together, in pertecting his talents ; 


that I had ſerved him faithfully, and had 


never failed in any pat of my duty; 
laſtly, that it was un worthy his rank 
and glo y to take part in an academical 
quarrel, and for my only recompenſe, to 
end all, by ordering ſoldiers to demand 


his poems of me. 


1 hope that ſconet er 


later 
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later he will he convinced that he has 
gone too far, that my enemy has deceived 
hin, and that neither the author nor 


th: King ought fo greatly to have im- 


vittered the laft days of my life. He 
hath followed the dictates of his paſſion, 
dot he will hereatter follow thoſe of his 
teiſon and goodneſs. Bu what will he 
do to atone for the abominable outrages 
offered to you in his name ? My Lord 
Marth | will, don bileſs, de charged to 
ef:ce, if poſſi le, the remembraiice of 
the hor ors of Fr-yrag's treatment. 
Letters have been ſent me hither for 
you. One of them is from Madam Fon- 
tune, and is not very conlola'oiy. It is 
pretended that I have been a Pruſſian ; 
if by this is meant, that by my a tach- 
ment and enthuſtiftic zeal 1 have made 
z return for the extrao-dinary favours 
which the King of Pruſha hath conferre | 
den me for hxteen yeais running, the 
charge is juit 5 but if it is deligned to in- 
h1uate that I have been his ſubje ct, or 
ceaſed to be a Frenchman for a ſingle 
moment, it is enticely falſe. The King 


o! Pruſſiz never propoſed any ſuch thing, 


17) gave me the key of chamber lain on- 
y ava mark of his goodn- is, which he 
dum elk calls frivolous in the verſes which 
de ale. when he gave me this key and 
the croſs, both which I have laid at his 
feet, Theſe marks of diſtinction required 


rerher oath, duty, nor naturalization. - 


Wearing an order does not make one 
ribjet. VI. Decoville, who is in Nor- 
mandy, yet retains the key of chamber- 
ian to the King of Prufſiz, which he 


was with the croſs of the order of St. 


Lewis, It would be highly unjuſt not to 
regard me as a Frenchman, when I have 
all along kept my houſe at Paris, and 
Mave paid the capitation. Is it poſſible 
wat the author of The Age of 
„Lewis XIV.“ ſhould be frioufly 
charged with not being a F.enchinan ? 
Would avy one dare to fay it before the 
daes of Henry IV? I will add, of 
Lewis XV, fince I am the only academi- 
n who wrote his panegyric when he 
g*ve us peace, and fince he has himlelf 
is panegy!ic tranſlated into fix lan- 
ruages. Hs Pruſſian Majeſty, being de- 
ceived by my enemy, and impelled by paſ- 
n, may have irritated the King my maſ- 
ter again me, but his juſtice and great- 
es of ſoul will gain the aſcendant, and 


© Wi} be the firſt tg d*tre the King my 
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maſter to permit me to end my days in my 


own county. He will call io mind that 
he has heen my diſciple, and that I have 
gained nothing from him, but the ho- 
nour of enabling him to write better than 
myſelt. He will be contented with this 
ſue iority, and will not make uſe of that 
which his rank gives hum to oppreis a 
ſtranger, who hath C-metimes inſtructed, 
always eſteemed and reſpected him. 

I cannot aſcribe to him the leit-rs pubs 
liſhed againſt me in his name. He hath 
too much reatneſs of mind to treat a 
private perſon in ſuch an outrageous man- 
ner. He knows too well how a King 
ought to write, aod what regard is to be 
paid to good manners and decene of be- 
haviour, He is born ſignally to diſplay 
his goodneſs and cle nency. Tnis was the 
character of our good and glorious King 
Henry IV. He was haſty aud paſſionate, 
but he Hon recovered himſelf ; paſſion 
governed only for a moment, humanity 
all tis life, 

See, my dear, what an unele, or rather 
a lick father, dictates td his daughter, It 
will be ſome comfort to me if you arrive 
in good health. My compliments to your 
brother and titer. Adicul may [| die in 
your arms unknown to men and kings. 


LET-FER Cl, 


The Right Honourable Horace Walpole, 
afterwards Lord Walfole, to a Friend 
in Holland. | 


Woolterton, Norfolk, 
Drax Sis, Miy 29, 1745. 

[ Am really aſhamed of having neglected 

ſo long to return you, and my good old 
friend who re embe's me fo kinaly, and 
ſo often, my grateful thanks for your ge- 
ne: ous ſympathy with me in the affliction 
1 teel from the death of my dear brother, 
the late Lord Orford. This heavy ſhock 
made ſo deep an impreſſion upon my heart, 
tha: fora long time I could do nothing hut 
lament my own loſs, -I am very ſo.ry to 
have been from hone when thr _entleman- 
recommended by our good Neſtor did me 
the honour of a vifit ; I hope to meet him 
this winter in town, and then to make 
amends for this unlucky diſappointment. 

As to politics, I can only tell you, that 
my thoughts, as w. Nas my ſituation, are 


= 
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at a great diſtance from them, and my 
res ruſtica employs me entirely. Retired 
from the noiſe and nonſenſe of a public 
ſtation, no man, I thank God, can have 
more reaſon than I have to be ſatisfied 


with the more ſolid and innocent plea- 


ſures fa private life. In this ſituation, 
my mind is kept in a pleaſing activity, 
very different from that which ariſes from 
the tumult of paſſions and the hurry of 
affairs. My houſe, of my own building, 
is not extremely large nor little ; is neither 


to be envied nor deſpiſed, The ditpoſi- 


tion of the rooms is neither magnificent 
nor contemptible, but convenient. The 


ſituation is upon an eminence, that com- 


man:is a moſt agreeable proſpedt of woods, 
intermixed with fruitful fields, and fo 


. ſheltered by thick and lofty trees in the 


cold quarters, as not to be expoſed- to the 
inclemeney of the rigorous ſeaſons. It is 
encompaſſed with a moſt delightful and 
innocent army of vegetable itriplings 
of my own raiſing, which are already 
(though but of twenty years growth from 
the feed), with a becoming Tivalſhip, 
ſtretching and ſwelling themſelves into 
timber. They are all of noble and wor- 
thy extrection ; the names of their fami- 
lies are Oaks, Spaniſh Cheſnuts, and 
Beech; and I believe none of their re- 
lations in any country can be more pro- 


miſing and hopeful than they are. 1 hey 
are ſo ranged and diſciplined as to form 


in ſome parts, moſt agreeable lines, and 
walks, and openings; in other places, 
from the right and left, they diſcover 
ſpacious and delightful lawns. Before 
my houſe, on the ſouth, a green carpet 
of the fineſt verdure gratifies the «ye, 
and gradually leads it into a more ex- 
tended plain. On one fide, a lake of 
hvirg water catches and fills the ſight, 


from whence a molt beamitul flnd glides 


with a ferpentine and feemingly endlets 
current, ard !cies itſelf in a wood on the 
ether, My rural walks and contempla— 
tions, amid(t this mild, diverſified, and 
engaging ſcene, afford me conltantly 
new ſources of health and ; leaſure, and 
make me lament the noiſy, anxious, and 
tumoſtuous bars ſpent amidſt the broils 
of faction, or in yain attempis to ſerve 
an ungrateful public, If this deſcription 
pleaſes you, come, my dear friend, come 


and partake of the beauties from whence 


it is djgawn. Come, and let us re- 
meniber our friends in a modeſt cup of 
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in greater danger than ever; which, got. 


in Bavaria, and the conſequent reconci. 


-would have given, by difarming, or by 


ant power, that has dared to offend them. 


%. 
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ſmiling, home-brewed ale, forget and for. 
give our enemies, and pray for the peste 
and liberties of Europe; the firt of 
which, I am afraid, is not ſo near 28 
could wiſh, becauſe the laſt ſeems to be 


withſtanding my retirement, and m 
philoſophical pretenſions, gives me fre. 
quently uneaſy moments, | 
The beginning of the campaign, hy 
the ſucceſsfu] progreſs of the Avuſtriars 


liation of that Prince with the Queen ef 
Hungary, were very hopeful, and could 
not have been bought too dear by the- 
maritime powers, if a right vſe had been 
made of them. The uſe I mean, would 
have been to have laid hold of the King 
of P 's offers (if he had made ary 
tolerable ones), and put him out of the 
tcale againſt us. 1 know the charader 
of that Prince, I know how little he is to 
be truſted, ard I would not have truſted 
him without good ſecurity for the execu- 
tion of his engagements. Bur if he would 
have agieed to abandon. France, and 


any other means, ſecurity for his good 
behaviour, the difference of an hundre{ 
thouſand not ating againſt us, while al! 
the other Princes and Elettors of Ger- 
many, «either out of affection or fear, 
had in a manner declared for us, would . 
have greatly ſtrengthened the common 
cauſe, and put the operations upon a right 
principle, in carrying them directly 
againtt France, and againſt France #2: d- 
ing alone. Such a diverhon might have 
been made in Alface, and ſuch a ten- 
forcement ſent into the Low Countrirs, 
as would have given the allies a great ſu- 
periority, enabled them to have recover- 
el wha: they had loſt, and to have prell- 
ed the French fo cloſely as to have oh- 
liged them to grant us a ſafe and ho- 
nourable peace. But now, my deat 
friend, I apprehend, that the principal 
object of the Court of Vienna will be 
(leaving the Low Countries to be de- 
tended by the maritime powers) to di- 
tract, divide, and devour the Pruſſian 
dominions, Their pride, their venge- 
ance, and above all their bigotry, ai 
naturally lead them to deſtroy a Protett- 


Ii is true, the Proteſtant Prince, in whoſe 
hand this power is lodged, deſerves !0 


be chaſtiſed for the unworthy and = 
: dGlou 
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4ious uſe he has made of it. But I can- 
not wiſh to ſee that Proteſtant power. de- 
troyed ; it may ſome time or other fall 
into better and honeſter hands, and may 
thereby prove of ſingular advantage for 
preſetving the Proteſtant religion and the 


M O - BD: 


liberties of Europe. Hence it is that 1 
have often wiſhed to ſee a ſtrict and laſt- 
ing union, in peace and war, between 
the maritime powers and the Houſe of 
Brondenburg, ſo as to male their mu- 
tual defence of the Proteſtant religion, and 
the balance of Europe, a common cauſe 
between them. For the late long and 
expenſive wors have ſo exhauſted Eng- 
nd and Holland, as to make it impoſh- 
ble for them to exe1t themſelves, as they 
have formerly done, for thoſe goo ends, 
without a ſupplemental power, ſuch as 
Brandenburg, taking a fhare in it, and 
beating, by men and money, ſome part 
of the neceſſary chaige. I know the 
d:bis of Ifngland; ard I need not tel! 
zou of the debts of Holland, which (in 
proportion to the extent and o;ulence of 
the two countries) are ill more ener- 
mous. I need not tel} you alto, that the 
Houie of Brandenburg es a riling houſe; 


the economy ef the late King of Piuſſis, 


the ſpirit of diſcipline he introduced into 
his army, the ambition, talents, and ac- 
tive genius of the preſent monaſch, mult 
render that houſe a powerful friend or 
tormidable enemy. But can we, will 
you hay, be allied wih the Houſes of 
Auliria and. Brandenburg at the lame 
tung? | anſwer in the affirmative ; be- 
cavſe J beli-ve the thing poſſible now. 
He long it may be fo, exceeds my tore- 
nent to determine. Perhaps theſis two 
powers may, from the ger ſceleratus 


fab egdi, or che luſt of a hit, come to 


e won their intereits to be ſo irrecon- 
lahl-, that it will h come ſcarcely poſ- 
die to be well with them both. In ſuch 
cſs, we mutt chuſe which of the two 
't will he moſt prudent to adhere to; 
«nd, for my part, 1 ſhould not once heſi- 
re in the choice. 1 may perhaps be 
lngular in mv opinion here; but I know 
he Court of Vienna too well ever to ex- 
pec he ſmalleſt ſpaik of gratitude, ge- 
rercfity, or public ſpirit, in their tranſac- 
ons with us. Their conduct in this 
preſent war, which has been undertaken 
mare on their own behalf than ours; the 
Fit of their troops, which are, by near 
42,209, inferior to the number ſtipulated; 
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the timorous and indifferent conduRt of 
troops thus deficient ; all this makes me 
lcok about to ſce if there is any thing ia 
the Queen of Hungay, except her fair 
face, that ought to make her the darlſi 

of the Britiſh nation and of the United 
Provinces. Beſides, I cannot eaſily for- 
get the perfidiovs plan formed by her 
father Charles VI tor the exiirvation of 
the Proteftant religion, and the placing 
of the Pretender on the throne of Great 
Britain: not that 1 would vifit he 1n4- 
quity of the father on the daughter, had 
[ not good reaſons to believe that the fame 
pi it reigns in her. But I al volt forget 
my rural characte, while I thus launch 
again into the wide, uncertain, vague 
octan of politics. You ſee the power of 
habit, and how eaſy it is to fall back into 
the cd track, in which one's thoughts 
have run for ſeveral years together. 
Adien then my dear friend ; preſent my 
moſt cordial remembrance to our vene- 
rable Neitor, who is fo much a berter 
judge of ail theſe matters than I am, that 
he will pernaps laugh at my political 
combinations. I hope, however, that 
the more thining and agreeable talents of 
Lord Cheſterfieſd have not entirely buried 
my ſin erity and frankneſs in oblivion. I 
never pretended to any other qualifica- 
tions. And in this reſpect, even the 
foul-mouthed ſpirit of party here'did me 
lome ſort of juſtice ; it called me ſome- 
times an aſs, but I do not remember 
that it ever ſtyled me a rogue. I am, 
with all affection, your's, &c. 


LS 4+ E &  CIF. 


Sir Robert Walpole, Earl of Orford, after 
his retirement, io General Churchill. 


Deaz CnAzLles, 


Have now wrote to Capt. J-kſ—n, 

to give Lord T ley a ticket, as 
you deliied, and am very glad to oblige 
him with it. | 

This place affords no news, no ſubject 
of amuſement and entertainment to you 
fine gentlemen, Perſons of wit and plea- 
ſure ahout town, under ſtand not the lan- 
guaee, nor talte the charms, of the in- 
animate world. The oaks, the beeches, 


and cheſnuts, ſ-em to contend which ſhall 
beſt pleaſe the lord of the magor.— 
They cannot deceive, they will not lie. 
J, in return, with fincerity admire them, 

1d 
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- and have about me as many beauties, ns 


take up all my hows of dangling ; and 
no diſg ace attends me ſiuce ſixty ſ-ven “. 
Within doors we come 4 little to real life, 
und adinire the almott (peaking canvas . 
all the airs aud graces which the proudeft 
of the ladies can boaſt, With theſe | am 
ſatisfied, as they gratify me with all 1 
wiſh and all I wa t, a+d expect nothing 
in 1etuin, which I ca not give. 
If theſe, dea Cha les, are any tempta- 
ions, I heartily invite you to cone and 
partake of them. | Shifting the icen- has 
ſometimes its recommendations; and from 
country fare, you may poſhbly eturn, 
with a better appetite, tu the moe delicate 
entertaiaments ot a cut lite 
Since I wrote what is above, we have 
been ſurprife.4 with the good n: ws from 
abroad. I oo much cannot be ſaid u on 
it; for it is truly matter of infinite joy, 
becauſe of infi ite conſequence. I am, 
dear Chailes, yours affectionately, 


LE. 


Lady Heriford (afterwards Dutcheſs of 
Somerjet) to the Hon. Mrs Knight. 


Picrcy-l|,otge, 
Pear Mab au, My 16, 1746. 


1 Our, and really intended, to have 

made uſe of the pes wilt en you gave 
me, to trouble you with a letter before this 
time ; but you do not nerd a: thing to 
lower your ſpirits, and my Sas can 
hardiy have any other ffect upon harder 
hearts than yours. When Het my dear, 
and by me, ever lamented for. &, every 


The yrar of his age, when he reſigned, 
Peb. 9, 1742 
We ate told by a good jude:, that there 
are not a ercat many coll-eihons of p'cures 
left in Italy, mort worth le ing, than were 
thoſe at Houghton-H ll, in No olk, tie feat 
ot Lord Ortard In th: preſe vition o the 
piQures it xcelled mot oi them. The p c- 
tures that hune in the hovfe in Do wmng- 
ſtreet, were removed thithcr, That houl- 
| belonged to the Crown: King George I. 
gave it to B. n Bothmer, the Hanoverian 
m aiſter, for lite, On his death, the late 
King offered it to Sir Robert Walpole, but 
he would only acht t for his office of Fi:(t 
Lord of the Treaſury, to which pol he pot 
it anncxed for ever. Ades Wa'polianz, 
ES. | ; | 
TT The battle of Dettingen, the news of 
which was received at London on the 23d 
&f Tone, 1741. | i 
Lord Rcauchamp, 
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faculty to pleaſe (if ever I were poſſeſſed 
of any ſuch ) died with him. I have no 
longer any cher: fu! thoughts to communi- 
cate to my friends; but as the joy and 


pride of my heart withers in bis grave, my 


ind is continually haunting thoſe man- 
hons of the dead, and 1$ but tuo i atten- 
tive to what paſſes in a world, where 1 
have ſtill duties and attach nents, which I 
ought to be, and, I hope, I may truly lay, 
I am thankful for. 1 am ſve my affec- 
tion for me Lord Hertford, and ſolicitude 
for his 'wellaie, are lincere; ſince, if I 
know my own heait, I would not delibe. 
rate a moment to las» dywn my life for 
his ſervice, Lady B-tty and Sir Hugh 
S nitht en, and their childten, are juſtly 
dear ro me; and 1 thill feel the bonds of 
tender friendflup:; but I enjoy all theſe 
bl ſſi 2s with trembling and anxiety ; tur, 
atte my dear Beauchamp, wha: hu nan 
things can appea: permanent? Youth, 
beauty, virtue, health, were not ſafficient 
to lave him from the hand of d ath! and 
whe then can think themſelves ſecure?— 
'Th-ſe arc the melancholy conſiderations, 
whi h generally entertain my - waking 
hon's. Though ſometines I am able to 
view the bright fie ot my fate, and alk- 
nyſe], for whom | grieve? Only for my- 
ſelt? How narrow an aff:Hivn does this 
imply! Could he have herd long as my 
fondeit with de red, what could I have 
alked, at the end of that 1e:m, more, 
than the affurance that he ſhould be 
placed where 1 humbly hope, and cos fi- 
denily truſt, he is, beyond the reach of 
ſorrow, ſin, or ncknets? But I mutt 
leave a ſubject, which, though I am ne- 
ver tired of, I wwght, in rcg-rd to my 
fie" ds, to be flevt upon, ad alk you 
where you would have the Collection of 
Leite $ ent, which you were 10 good to 
lublcrthe for at wy defhire ? I have a 
letter fom Mr. Collins this day, in 
which he deres 10 receive your com- 
mands. My Lo d and Mr. Cowland 
change me with their compliments to you, 
1 am, with great truth, dear Madam, 
your, &c. 
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Counteſs of Hertford to Lady Luxborongb. 


Pic rcy-Lodge, 
DAN MapDan, May 16, 2748. 
He long ſoever your letters are in 


coming, they never fail to go 
eit 
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their welcome, by bring more agreca 
ble and ente tainin.”, as well as breath- 
ins more of friendſhip, than any body's 


elſe have the at of oing I have bern 
here 3hout a month, and find ſome little 
improvements. which were ordered when 
we went to London, completed; and 
I think they are not quite unworthy of 
the name. A piece of waſle ground, 
en tee lower fide of the Abbey-walk, 
has been turned it to a coin field, and a 
turf- walk, about eight feet wide, round 
it, cloſe to a flouriſhing hawtho n bedye ; 
on one hde, there is à thatched feat open 
on th.ce ſides, which preterds to no 
name of greate di-nity, than juſtly be- 
lones to what it repre en s, namely a 
ſhept erd's hut; before it there is an ir- 


legular piece of turf, which was ſpared 


tor the take of ſome old oaks and beeches, 
which are ſcaitered upon it; and as you 
are ſitting down there, you have, under 
theſ: boughs, a direct view of Wind- 
for Cattle, There are ſweet-wilhams, 
narciſſus's, role-campions, ard ſuch 
. as the hares will not eat, in little 
bor lets, round the foot of every tree ; 
and I almoſt flatter myſelf, that you 
would got be diſpleaſed with the rural 
appearance of the whole, The rains 
have given us the ſtrongeſt verdure I 
ever ſaw ; our lawns and meadows are 
enameled with a profuſion of daiſies and 
cowſlps; and we have the greateſt ap- 
pearance of fruit that has been ſeen theſe 
mauy years. I conclude you will read 


Mr Thomſon's Caltle of Indolence; it 


is aft-r the manner of Spenſer, but I think 
de docs not always keep fo cloſe to his 
ſtyle, as the author of the School Miſ- 
trefs, whoſe name I never knew, till you 
were ſo good as to inform me of it. I 
think it a cha1 ming poem; and was ve 


much pleaſed with his ballad of Queen. 


Elizabeth's ſeeing the milk maid. She 
appea!s, at leaſt in my humble ima-ina- 


non, in a more natural light, than when 
ve hear of her bullying foreign powers, 


and cutting off the head of an unhappy 
Veen, who fled to her for protection. 

ut to return to the Caſtl of Indolence ; 
| believe it will afford you much enter- 


tainment ; there are many pretty paint- 


gs m it, but I think the wizard's ſong 
deſerves a pre fere- ce.—“ He needs no 
" muſe who dictates from his heart.” 

ive you met with two little volumes, 


ach contain four Contemplations, writ- 
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ten by a Mr. James Hervey, a young 
Corniſh or D-vor ſhite clergy man? The 
fubjects are upon wilking awong the 
Tonbs, upon a Flower Garden, upon 
Night, and upon the -Starry Heavens. 
There is ſomething poetical and truly 
pious. Now I have got into the imper- 
tinence of recommending books to one 
who is a much beite judge than myſelf, 
I muſt name an Eflay on Delicacy“, a 
ſabject which, if 1 were not acquainted 
with you, and one or iwo more, I ſhould 
imagine had no longer an exiltence upon 


our globe. 


1 hncerely ſym pathiſe in the pleaſure 
which you mult feel, dear Madam, from 
the extreme good character which every 
body gives of your lon, and which his 
behaviour to yon proves he d-ſerves. 
May this, with every other bleſſi-g, be 
long continued to you, a d may you al- 

ays look upon me as -a fincere though 
inhenificant friend, as well as a moſt 
faiihful and obedient, &c. 


My Lord is at preſent in London, but 
I hope he will be he e time enough to 
ſave the poſtage of this letter. I ſhould 
be very glad to fee any thing of Mr. 
Shenſtone's. | 


LETTER CVII. 
From the ſame to the ſame. 
Picrcy-Lodge, 


DAR Mapan, Nov. 20, 1748. 


] REMEMBER Mis. Higeons uſed to 

lay, Lady Clarerdon had fuch a 
power over her underſtinding, that ſhe 
might pe: ſuade her ſhe was a fiſh. You 
have pretty near the ſame aſcendant over 
mine, yet cannot quite convince me, that 
eight months is noi an im node rate while 
to keep hlence, and make a chaſm in a 
corre ſponde ce with a friend, who in- 
ceſſyn ly wiſhes to hear of your health 
and happineſs. I am not more eafily ſe- 
duced into an aſſent to your apolory ; 


for though I admire the beautiful lan- 


guage in Which the fittion of your dul- 

neſs is painted, I cannat miftake it for a 

truth. I am fo bad at ir vention, that I 

will not ſearch for an ingenicus fable, to 
_ excuſe 


* The Eſſay on DeVeacy, here mention-d, 
was the production of Dr. Nathan 1 Lan- 
caſſer, many years R tur of Stanford 
Rivers, near Ongar, in Eſſex. 
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excuſe myſelf for troubling you with an 


anſwer ſo ſoon, though my readineſs to 
obey your commands, in ſubſciibing for 


the prints you mention (if you will let, 


me know where I muſt ſend for a receipt) 
might furniſh me with one; but huneftly 


own, that as my Lord has been in London 


fince "Thurſday, I did not know how 10 
employ the leiſure hours his abſence at- 
torded me, more to my ſatisfaction. 

We returned hither from Bath only 
Friday the eleventh ; we were the e two 
months, the laſt fortnight of which we 
*wee detained, after all our things were 
gone, by my poor Lord's having a fit of 
the gout ; and 1 believe we came away 
rather too ſoon after it, for his limbs had 
not recovered their ſtrength, ſo that he 
was terribly fatigued ; however, he has 
now recovered it, aud is certainly upon 
the whole infiniiely the better for having 
dank the Fath waters. If I could envy 
you, dear Madam, I ſhould be tempted 
to do it, for being in reach of Hagley, 
tor haviag Mr. Welt for a neighbour, 
and Mr, Shenſtope for a friend, He has 
oblis:4 me lo much, in letting me fe 
his charming Ode upon Autumn, and 
the honour he does Mr. Tnotnſon's me- 
mory in that poem, and in his deſian to 
erect an urn for him in Vugit's Grove, 
that | am ſorry 1 cannot agree with him, 
in his diſike to autumn, On the con- 
tay, I draw one motive of my partiality 
to it, from a. ſimilar cauſe to what he 
partly atciibes his averſion ;' he hates it 
as a ſcaſon which deprived him of a 
trend: I love it, becaule the latel! days 
my heart could boaſt of happineſs, in 
the belt and moſt beloved of fons, were 
in that time of the year, till (as Dr. 
Vong ſays) 5 


— At each toll, whoſe reſtleſs, iron tongue 
CIsgailv tor his millions at a meal, 
Staiting I woke, and found myſelf undone. 


And then . 


The clou's, 
leaves, 


naked branches, 


the Winds, the rains, the falling 


the poor ſhivering 


The 


17121 
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Every thing around me ſeemed to ſym- 
pathite in my ditheſs, and thil at every 
' melancholy anniverſary of my ever-to-be 
lamented loſs, put on the ſame friend— 
ly apprararice of tocia} ſo:row; and ! 
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may ſay with Myra, in her poem, be. 


fore Mr. Thomſon's 


firſt edition of the 
Seaſons, 


To thee my gently-drooping head I bend, 


Thy ſigh my fiiter, and thy tear my friend, 


Forgive me, dear Madam, for thus 
continually returning to this affliing 
ſabject: but two lines of Mi. Pope's, 
with the alteration only of ene word, 
mult plead my excuſe. | 


O all afflictions taught a ſuferer yet, 
"Tis lure the hardeſt ſcience to fotget. 


I have done —and will now tell you, 
that our being obliged to go to Bath has 
hindered us from undertaking any thing 
here, lo that 1 have nothing to tal: 
of that is new, and I am afraid there 
was nothing here before, that would make 
a tolerable figure either in a print or 3 
drawing; a flat can hardly look well 
upon paper, though in reality, the va. 
riety of woods and lawns, water, graſs, 
and gravel, may produce a contraſt nu 
unpleaſing to the eye. I am ſorty you 
find any defeats in Mr, Hervey ; for both 
the dehign and manner of his writing 
pleaſes me exiremely, 

I want to know what you think of 
the Peruvian Letters, and efpecially ct 
the fifth in the ſuite. I have been very 
well enteitained lately with the two fit 
volumes of the Foundling “, written by 
Mr, Fielding, but wot to be publiſhed” 
till the 22d of January; if the fam? 
ſpirit runs throvgh the whole work, [ 
think it will be much preferable to Joſeph 
Andrews. My Lord is abſent from Lon- 
don, but I hope will be here time enough 
to free this letter, for I am ſure it is not 
worth the poſtage, I am, dear Madam, 
your, &e. 


LETTER CVIIL 
Dutcheſs of Somerſet to Lady Luxborough. 


Piercy-Lodge, * 

DAR Mapan, June, 17, 1749- 
Y our Ladythip bids me give you an 
account uf what alterations we ale 


waking at preſent, but 1 feel myſeli 
f much 


* The Hiſtory of Tom Jones, by Hens; 
Pielting, Lig. 
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much leſs able to deſcribe the fabric and 


furniture of a palace than a hetmit- 
zoe, and while 1 am attending to all 


— 


. ny Lord's deſigns there, I fancy I am 


no better acquainted with the effect it will 
produce, than a peiſon would be with 
the beauty of a piece of tapeſtry, who 
aw only the wrong fide of it. My Lord 
will do a good deal to the front of the 
houſe, in order 10 make it appear leſs 


like a priſon ; he builds a new wing on 


the right-hand fide of the ga: den, which 
will contain a library, bed-chamber, dreſſ- 
ng room, and a waiting-room. I think 
told you, that all the ſaſhes, doors, and 
ceilings, in both apartments, muſt be en- 
rely new, and the floors in my Lord's; 


the ſtair-caſe is very noble, but will re- 


quie as large a lanthorn to light it, as 
that at Houghton, fo much celebrated in 
the news-papers. The chimney-pieces 


e both apartments are to be all new, 


nd ſome of them very expenſive ; the 


draughts are mighty pretty. My Lord's 
hed on the ground-floor is crimſon da- 
maſk, with, tapeſtry hangings ; the next 
oom is furniſhed with green damaik, on 
purpoſe to ſet off his pictures; the next 
with a ſet of very fine old hangings of 
the Duke of Newcattle's horſemanſhip, 
wth his own picture, on horleback, as 
hig as life; and, now they are clean, 
looking neat, as when new. The par- 
lonr to be hung with ſome very good 
ures ; above ſtairs, the great waiting- 
om, with Saxon green cloth chaus, 
ih gilt nails, and green luteſtring win- 
e cmtains, | marble table, and large 
ats hetwrer the windows; firſt draw- 
| ww crimſon damaſk, with 
"trr1.s window-curtains, two very fine 
pan tables and slaſſes between the 
windows, with carved and gilt frames; 
zer drawing- room, tapeſtry hangings, 
auh ſnall figures, very pretty, and as 
th as new. 


Fr [1 Im 
* 
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er in the right wing of the court, on 
"e.pround floor, in order to make a 
el, with a Gothic wainſco!, ceiling, 
ad pai:ed windows; there is to be a 
Inch Gove in it, which is fo contrived, 
lo repreſent a tomb with an urn vpon 

lhe court is to be paved, and the 
et way, altered; and my Lord is in 
'123ty for. nine houſes on the other hide of 
e way, in order to pull them down and 


; i 1 . * o 
zol Rades (for there 21e none be!ong- 
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He Izys two rooms tog e- 
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ing to the houſe), whoſe gates are in- 
tended to open directly over againſt thoſe 
of the court; if he can agree for this 
purchaſe, he will widen the ſtreet in that 
part ahout eight feet. Now, dear Ma- 
dam, I have obeyed you in the beſt man- 
ner I am able; but upon looking hack 
into my letter, I find 1 have forgot my 
bed-chamber, dreſſing room, and cloſet, 
which ore. would think, ſhould not ap- 
pear leaſt intereſting to myſelf ; the firſt 


of thele is to have a new bed-hanging, ' 


ard chairs of crimſon queen's damaſk ; 
the dreſling-room, which has two large 
falhes, will have tapeftry hangings and 
green damaſk chairs; the clotet, which 
is ſmall, and has only one ſaſh, exactly 
facing the chimney, furnifhed with paint- 
ed paper; the chimney- piece in the dreſſ- 
ing-room is to be of ftatuary marble 
and ęiallo di Siering, and juſt in the 
front of it, the fable of the ſtork inviting 
the fox to dinner, very neatly carved ; 
there is another litile waiting-room, at 
this end of the apartment, for the groom 
of the chanibers to be in, in the morn- 


ing, or, when I am not in form, in he 


evening. To return to my bergerie ; no- 
thing has been done in it this ſummer, 
nor have I the ait to propoſe any, thing, 
tor I am actually frightened with the ſum 
my Loid is laying out about Northum- 
berJand-Houſez and I 6nd, by living 
long in (tran circumſtances, one contracts 
a narrowneſs of mind, which makes 
launching out at once into great expence, 
rot appear fo deſirable, as it would he 


thought by young, gay people, The 
cold north winds have blighted and ruin- 


ed the beauty of my 10les for the re- 


mainder of this year, and ſtatsed all the 


various flowers, which uſed to 2dorn ove 


clumps and borders. The time of: our 
going is to Suſſex remains unfixed; but! 
fancy it will be ia about a month: and 
we have taken a new houſe in Bath, for 
the firſt week in September, [ that in- 
tead-of enjoying my peaceful ſhides, as 
| ufed to do, I appear ergagey in a te- 
dious pilgrimage, and am looking (over 
the charms c the ſummer month) to a 
refting place in Northumberland-Houſe, 
and where, perhaps, I may never come; 
the piohability is much ſtronger agaiaſt 
me, ban it was this me five years, 
againft my ever-Jamented Beauchamp; 
end indeed 1 am far from well at pre- 
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ſent, having a moſt terrible cough and 
cold, with a continual head- ach and ſick- 
nels at my ſtomach. | 

I. am glad to hear that Mrs, Wool's 
feeming negl«& did not proceed from her 
own heart, but the hard eſs of another's, 
which is a ſtranger to ail that is gentle or 
humane, TI am perſuaded, your im- 
provements will add great beaury to your 
habitation, and would make me long to 
ſee i“, if I were a movable being, but 
you know I never was fond of travelling, 
and I cannot take a journey now, but as 


the Rhodian Colofſus might do. Among 


all my Lord's acquiſitions, none has given 

me more pleaſure than his chaplain, who 

is between ſixty and ſeventy, very well 

bred, ſtrictly pious, and they ſry is an 

admirable ſcholar 3 has a pgerivs for all 
the polite arts, is a good judge of poetry, 

has read a prodigious deal, is very modeſt, 

and at the ſime time conſtantly che:rtul, 

but naturally inclined to a ſouliiary coun- 

try life; in thort, we are all fond of his 

company, from my Lord to the loweſt 

lervant in the houſe, ' 1 am ſure you are 

tired of my obedience. by this tine, and 

will be glad to fee me come to a _conclu-+ 
tion, by ſubſcribing myſelf, dear Madam, 

your moſt faithful, &c. | 


ILE ck. 


Dutceſs of Sommer ſu to Lady Lua borough. 
Picycy-Lodge, 


DEAN Mapan, Jan, 21, 1749-80. 


Wes I look upon the date of your 
letter, it puts me hoth out of coun- 
tenince and patience with myſelf. Your 


letter found me at Bath, from whence, I 


than God, my Lord is returned with 
his health and appetite much improved ; 
and I ho»: the good eff As of this jpuur- 
rey will continue longer than thoſe of 
the precedins vears. Our ſervants and 
goods have al! been removed to Northum- 
berland-Houſe, hnce before Michaeimis, 
but when we ſhall ger into it vurſel yes, is 
vet among the ſecrets of tate, Jt is til! 
hid with ſcaffolds towards the rot, but 
by the plan, ani the lutle ! could fee of 
it when I was in London, on the King's 
birth-dav, it will be very handſome, and 
indeed it ſhovul!l ; my Lord deſtined ten 
thouſand pounds for the alterations; but 
I believe he has by this time experienced 


ELEGANT EPISTLES. 


Book III, 


that he deceived himſelf, at not ſetting 
it at above double; for though the houje 
itſelf will not colt, perhaps, above four. 
tren thouſand pounds, yet the houſes he 
has purchaſed, in order to widen the 
ſtreet and build his ſtables, and the re. 
mainder of the Duke of Chandos's grant 
for Scotland-Yard, which he is in treaty 
for, in order to carry down his garden, 
and open a view from his houſe to th: 
Thames, will coſt at leaſt as much more. 
Mean time, you may gueſs our poor ber. 
gerie has been negleRed, and except 
very pretty and convenient hot-houſe for 
pine-apples, has had no additional ornz. 
ment of any kind. We paſs this winte: 
here, which I ſhould not regret at ann 
other time, but as Lady Beity “ is to 
lie in, and has already gone a month paſt 
her reckoning, I ſhould like to be nearer to 
her. I was not eight and forty hours ir 
town, when I went to be preſented, on 
my Lord's new Earldows, and to mal: 
my appearance on the birth-day ; for | 
went from hence at ſeven on the Sundzy 
morning, and was preſented that day at 
noon, and on the Monday, as ſoon as 
the drawing- room was over, undreſſed 
and came back directly. I lay at 8. 
Hugh Smithſon's, for hcould not hav: a 
room at Northumberland- Houſe, and 
have never ſeen London fince. We 
have the moſt plorttous weather that I be- 


- lieve was ever ſeen in winter; but, alas 


I -caa only admire it from my windows, 
being under Dr. Shaw's hands, for th- 
il conſequence of a fall, which I had be. 
fore | went to Bath, by a ſervant heed- 
lelsly taking away a chair, juſt as | was 
going to fit down, and which I took too 
little care of at firſt, fo I am now forbid 
all ſort of exerciſe, which gives me hut 2 
melancholy proſpect, as to my health, 
tor the future; but God's will be done! 
and I hope I ſhall cheertully ſubmit to 
the event, whatever it be. 

Have you ſeen a litile French book 
called Conſeils à une Amie, ſaid to be 
written by Madame d- Pomp?dour ? The 
nam of the author will not induce you 
to expect any very exalted ſentiments of 
religion or morality 3 but it contains good 
nles for malung a proper figure in high- 
lite. I have allo had the letters of Mog. 
leur Racine le Pere, and ſome ve mois 
of his life, by his ſon, lent me; and 

ä they 
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they giye me a greater eſteem for him 
as a man, than as the author of Efth-r 
and Athaliah. I hope you have ſeen my 
old zcquaintance, the miniſter of B—'s 
anſwer to Dr. Middleton's Free Enguiry 
abgut Miracles. I cannot imagine how 
he can 1eply to it, without owning him- 
-lf adeift, or explaining ſome of his innu- 
culos in a different way to what they 
4pnear at fi it bght. Mr. and Mis. 
Weumondetold's handſome behaviour to 
vu, dear Madam, gives me a good opt- 
in of them both. I believe 1 ſhall 
never have reaſon. to al.er that which I 
tave termed of my Lord I. — for fone 


years palt ; and as to that I ſtrove to en- 


t-itain of him before, it wers the work of 
att, and a'contre cur. As to your fon, 
| think he does not att ot himſelf. Ian 
{riv to hear Mr. Snenſtone haus been to 
, but Lhope his muſe has not left him; 
am ture your's nas not; I am confident 
he atrerded you very agreeably upon 
his bench. Mr. Lindley, my Lord's 
aplain (who by the way 18 4 very-gooud 
junge, and a pretty fort of man), pre- 
tels his Ode on Autumn to almoit every 
modern performance. My Lord ſends 
u his compliments; and 1 ain, with a 
very hacere regard, dear Malam, your 
Lalvinp's molt obliged and faithtul 
humble ſervant. | 


The krit of the incloſed verſes are faid 
to have deen winten by a gentlemas in 
New England; the ſecond by Mi. Ma- 
lam. it you have not feen them, I 

they will terve tor a H1autc's amule- 


1 cht 


. 
From the ſame to the fame. 


Plercy-Lodge, 

Dean Mapay, St. 9, 1750. 
At xtremely ſorty kor, the accident 
which prevented my having the plea- 
we ot eating from you, and fincerely 
hape von have overcome all the ill effects 
n, You are very obliging in the con- 
cen you exprels, for the ſcenes of ſor- 
: w | have pal d through. I have, in- 
i=, ſuttered derply; but when [| con- 


er 1t 15 the will of God, who never 


es his poor creatures but for their 
Fo, 214 reflect, at the ſame time, how 
el was of theſe bleſſings, which 


E R N 619 


I now lament the loſs of, I lay my hand 
upon my mouth and dare not repine ; but 
I hope can with truth appeal to him 1n 
the following words: 

© Quetto affano ei ſu che non ſi oppone 
© al tuo faato voler; chio gemo e gli 
« affro tutti i] gemiti miei chio rango 
„& in tanto henedico il ſav nome in 
& mezzo al pianto.” 

You ate ſo good as to win my ſoli- 
tude may afford me lome amuſement z 
aud as I think it a duty, wivie it pleaſes 
God io continue us here, not to let our- 
ſelves fink into a ſtupid and unthanktul 
mtlancholy, I endeavour to fin out ſuch 
enteftainments, as my retirement, and 
my dear Lord's. unmerited bounty, will 
ad:nit of, I have built a porter's lodge 
at wy gate, and am now turning the 
long drawing- room inch a chapel, which 
will be finiſhed in the Gothic taſte, ane! 
have three nne painted windows ; theſe L 
had beſpoke for Nerthumberland-Huulc, 
but as its preſent owners do not inen 
that their chapel ſhall be in the ſame 
place that we had pio, oſcd, they would 
not have fitted there. The room where 
you were lo good as to brea&falt with us, 
and my Lord's bed-chammber, I could not 
bear to go into ſice my irreparable mit. 
fortune, and therefore, with Lo. Nor- 
thumberland's advice, have laid ten 
together, which will make a rocm of 35 
by 21. I ſhall put up a very pretty 
chimney-piece in it with paper, on which 
I ſhall hang my beſt pictures. 

"The ſealon tor (me Jittle alterations 
withuut doors is now comig on, and ! 
intend ſome change in my rotary, and 
openings in other parts of the pr. I 
hive alſo erected a little hermitage in 
one of the woods near tiſe canal, whole 
roof is thatched, and its walls of ſtraw. 
I rcad as uſual, and have lately been 
much plesſed with the new edition of 
Sally's Memous. efides this, my own 


-ſervant and 'my{clf have worked five 


croſs-ſtitch chairs, and intend three mo. e 
tor my chapel; they are a Gothic mo- 
ſaic, in fire crimſon, and are to have 
Gothic frames. Thus, deir Madam, I 
have given you an account of my ſchen. 3 
and occupations. My company, at pre- 


f-nt, conſiſts of Dr. Le Courayer, Mr. 
(: wllad, and my cha; lain, who is a no- 
deft, lenſible, and truly pious voung man. 
The gentleman who travelled with poor 
Lord Beauchamp has been with me two 

months, 
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months, but left me yeſterday, What is 


come to Lord Luxborough, or rather to 


his ſon? And why is poor Mrs. Wy- 
mondeſold to he treated as an alien? 1 
conclude ſhe did got marry without her 
father's conſent. | 

I hear an extreme good character of 
your nephew, Lord St. John, which I 
am ſure well give you pleaſure, I muſt 
do Loid Egremont the juſtice to tell you, 
that it is impoſſible for any one to be- 
have in a more kind and handſome man— 
ner, than he has done ever fince my 


_ dreadful loſs ; but Mrs. Owen has never 


taken ihe leaſt rotice of me. Lind and 
Lady Northumberland are at prefent in 
the country, and very well. 1 am 0 
near the end of my paper, that 1 mull 
only add the 2ſſutance of being, dear 
Madam, your Lady ſhip's moſt faithful 
and obedient. | 


LETTER]. cxl. 
Dutcheſs of Somerſet to Lady Luxborough. 


Piercy-Loge, 


Dear Manpar, Decemb r 31, 1781. 


A PFoL0cis between friends appear ſo 
unneceſſaty, that if you have Ri! the 
ſame inclination which you have formerly 
ſhewn to look upon ine in that licht, you 
will never again treat me with the cere- 
mony of a formal acquaintance ; when 
you write to me, you vive me pleaſure ; 
when you do not, [ lave my on peace 
too well, to fancy you are angry with 
me, while Jam not conſcious of my de- 
ſerving io have you fo. You fee I do not 
regulatz my correſpondence as poor 
Lady did her viſits; which the ne- 


"ver was to return fooner than her former 


ones had been repaid 

Jam not in the leaſt ſurpriſed that you 
were pleaſe to return to the venerable 
ſeat of your anceſtors, and the abode of 
your fult and hapmeſt days; and find no- 
thing trivial or childiſh in the ſalisfaction 
you felt, in ſeeing old faces full of ga- 
titude for obligations long ſince paſt, and 
by you, perhaps, forgot; o in recalling 
ſome little lively incidents in the earliett 
and innocent hours of youth. As for the 
wiſe and witty of the preſent aze, I know 
not what they would ſay, and I do not 
deſign to hear it; they will ſcarce viſit 
my hermitage, and I ſhall not leave it to 
viſit them. I hope tv diſpoſe of my 


a 


the reflection, that while I am adornir 
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houſe in Downing-ſtreet, which I wad 
not do, if I ever intended to pai; 6; 
weeks in London, for I am fool of thy 
ſituation, But I find myſelf: happieſt in 
the retreat which my dear Lord's urn. 
rited beneficence has made me milie, 
of, and fixed my home upon the ſpy d 


[earth I would have choſen for myſcl. 


Every thing both within and without the 
houſe, reminds me of my obligations 9 


* 
him; and. I cannot turn my eyes upy 


any object, which is not an object of hi; 
goodneis io me. The ſatisfaftion 1 tak 
in adding either beauty or convenience 
to my habitation, is greatly enhanced by 
Ii, I at the ſame time can ſhew my valu 
for the gift, and my gratitude to the |; 
mented giver. 

I have a regular, and, I hope, a reli 
gious family. My woman, though (he 
has rot lived with me quite three years, 
had before lived ' twenty-three betwy 
Lord Gravtham's and Lady Cowpers 
u houle-keeper has been a ſervant n 
long; the perſon who takes in my ac. 
counts, pays the bills, and overlooks ti 
men within doors, has been in the fam 
nineteen years; and the other, who ha 
lived ten, has the care of the ſtables, 200 
every thing without. I rife at ſewn, 
but do not go down till nine, when tht 
bell 110gs, and my whcle family me: 
me at chapel; after prayers, we go ic 
breakfaſt.; any friend who happens to i: 
there, myſelf, and my chaplain, har: 
ours in the little library; the reſt in ther 
relpective eating rooms. About elever 
if the weather permits, we go to walk 
tue paik, or take the air in the coach; 
but it it be too bad for either, we tet 
to our various occupations. At three a. 
dine; fit perhaps near an hour after 
wards; then ſeparate, till we meet © 
eight for prayers; after which we 0- 
journ again to the library, where fort 
body reads aloud, unleſs ſome firavget 
comes who chooſes cards, until halt an 


hour palt nine, when we ſup, and always 


part before eleven. This to the fit 
world would found a melancholy menattc 
life; and 1 cannot be ſuppoſed to hate 
choſen it from my ignorance of {ur 
tplendour ard gaiety of a court; but fm 
a thorough experience that they-can g 
no ſolid happineſs; and I find my! 
more calmly pleaſed in my preſent a 
of living, and more truly conten's that 
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lerer was in the bloom and pomp of my 
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youth, 1 am no longer dubious what 
point to purſue. There is but one pro- 
per lor the decline of life, and indeed the 
only one worth the an xirty of a rational 
creature at any age; but how do the fire 
of youth and flait-ry of the world blind 
our eyes, and miflead our fancies, after 
2 thouſand imaginary pleaſures, which 
are ſure to diſappoint us in the end! 

{ condole with you for the loſs of Mr. 
Price, as a faithful ſervant is always a 
valuable poſſeſſion. | 

Mr. Shenſtone does me a great deal of 
nonour in inſcribing his Ode upon Rural 
Elegance to me. I an perſuaded he 1s 
matter of the lubject, for I have heard 
trom people who ſaw his gardens not 


long ago, that they are the molt perfect 


medel of it. | 

| dare ſay, Lay Northumberland did 
rot know how near ſhe was to you, or 
ſhe would not have pafſed by, without 
inquiring after you. The neus papers 
will inform you, that her Lord ſupplies 
tun place of Lord Waldegrave, in the 
King's bel chaunber. Tneir child en, 1 
wenn the two youngelt, were both Here, 
while tber made then Wa: wick and Stat- 
fordbitite tow, and al o till they came 
om Bath. T he (tile hoy 1s called Al- 
gernoon, after ms grand papa; aud is, 
tough leis handiome, the counter part of 
us poor ancle, Lord Beauchamp; his 
un cence, his tet per, and his voice are 


jut the lame, and very motion of his 


body, judge if 1 am fond of him. 

B oks you wiſh me to name. You 
tuve undoubte ily read VYo!tmer's Siccle 
de Louis; and Madame Maintenon's 
Jettets; I have been eutertained with 
both; he informs the head; ſhe, 1 
thnx, mnitrats, and may reform, the 
bent. I often regret that I had not. ſeen 
ler wiitings thirty years ago. I have 
deen nothing in the Genie of Cecile, ex- 
ceptla laide aimable, which I think are 
petty But as for Jenny Jeſſamy, Betty 
VHarnes, an their compeers, I never buy 
ny of them, though LI have looked over 
tie two laſt I have named, in their paſ- 
de hetween Lady Not trumbertind and 
Is. Kngdoa. I hope you will prevail 
ASL Mr. Snenftone to let me fee his (le. 
| here are Come particula's in Archbithop 
Uilarſons Liz, that may amuſe you, and 
1 Ditlozue: ßen Beauty, by If tary 
Beau nent; theſe are the only new things 


o 
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I have ſeen. I have hardly room to 
ſubſcribe myſelf, dear Madam, ever 
faithfully your's. 

I wiſh you as many happy years as yon 
wiſh yourſelf. 


LETTER CXil. 
Dutcheſs of Somerſet to V. Shenſtone, Ejq. 


Piercy-Lodge, near Colnebrook, 

S1R, Nov. 20, 1783. 
F Laly Luxhorough has not been fo 
juſt as to let you know, that the never 
conveyed your two excellent poems to 
my hand till laſt Saturday night, you 
muſt look upon me as the molt ungrate- 
ful and taſteleſs of all mortals. | have 
read them both over more than once 
with pleaſure; but will it not appear 
ſtrange, if I confeſs to you, that the 
honour you have done me by the inſcrip- 
tion of the firſt, and a ſtanza or two in 
the poem itſelt, has given me ſome pain? 
Aud I ſhall look upon it as a very great 
addition to the favour, it, whenever my 
name, or that of Piercy-Lodze occurs, 
you will have the govdnel(s to fill the 
blank (which leaving out Wos words 
mull occaſion) ich itars, daſhes, or any 
other mark you pleaſe, without ſuſpecting 
me of an affected or falſe modeſty, ſince 
to either of theſ⸗ accuſations I can honelt- 
ly plead not guilty. The idea you have 
formed of my charaRter, you have taken 
trom a partisi friend, whoſe good-na- 
ture may have (and in this caſe certainly 
has) warped her judgment. The world 
in general, fince they can find ro fault 
in your poem, will blame the choice of 
the perion to whom it is inſerbed, and 
draw mortifying compar 1tons betwixt the 
ideal Lady and the real one. But I have 
a more impartial judye to produce, than 
either my friend or the world, and that 
is my own heart, which thauzh it may 
flatter me I am not quite io faulty as 
the latter would reprejerit me, at the 
fame time loudly ad noniſhes me, that 1 
am {till further from the valuable perſon 
Lady Luxborough has drawn you in to 

ſuppoſe me. | 

I hope you will accept theſe reaſons as 
the geruine and moſt {er ions ſentiments of 
my mind, which indeed they are, though 
accompanied with the muſt gra te ful ſenſe 

of the honour you deſigned me. 


I cannot 
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I cannot help mentioning another copy 
of verſes of your's, which, if it is not al- 
ready printed, I hope you will permit 
Mr. Dodſl:y to add to his new collection, 
and that is Damon's Bower, occaſioned 
by the death of Mr. Thomſon. If you 
ſhou!d have miſlaid the ori-inal, I have a 
copy at your ſervice, which I will tranſ- 
mit either to you, in caſe you ſhould 
have a mind to look it over again, or 
tranſmit it directly to Mr. Dodfley. 

I am, with untergned eſteem and gra— 
titude, Sir, your moſt obliged, &c. 


LETTER. CAL. 


Dutcheſs of Somerſet to Lady Luxborough, 


Piercy-Lodge, Nov. 23, 17573, 
J Pay, dear Madam, begin to deſpair 

of having the honour, and (what I 
felt more ſenſibly) the pleaſure, of hear- 
ing from you again, I am ſo ſubject to 
fall into errors, that I was afraid ſome 
unguarded expreſſion in my lam letter 
might have given you offence, and yet 
my heart bore witnels, how far I had 
been from intending it. 

J hae been extremely ill the whole 
ſummer, and for ſome weeks believed in 
great danger; but, by the bleſſing of 
God upon Dr. Shaw's þiefciiptions, I 
am at preſ-nt, though J-an and 111-fa- 
voured, much better; yet ſtill obliged to 
be cariied up and down ſtairs, for want 
of frength and breath to carry my felt ; 
but I have great reaſon to bleſs God tor 
the eaſe I now enjoy. When one comes to 
the laſt broken arches of Mirza's bridge, 
reſt from pain muſt hound our ambition, 
for pleaſure is not to be expected in this 
world; here | have no more a notion 
of daying ſchemes to be executed fix 
months, than I have. fix veais hence; 
which, I believe, helps to keeps my ſpi— 
tits in an even ſtate of cheerfulueſs to en- 
joy the ſatisfactions which preſent them - 
telves, without anxious fulicitude about 
their duration. We have lived to an age 
that neceſſarily ſhews us the earth crum- 
bling under our feer, and as our journey 
frems approaching towarts the verge of 
"life, is it not more natural to caſt our 
eyes to the proſp:Q} bevori it, than, by a 


retroſpective view, to recall the trouble 


tome trifles that ever made our road dif- 
ficult or dangetous? Methinks it Would 
bz imitating Lot's wife (whoſe hiſtory 1s 
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not recorded as an example for us to fat. 
low), to want to look back to the miſe. 
able ſcene we are fo near elcaying 
from. 

I have ſpent the laſt three weeks my; 
agreeably. The firſt of them the Biſhop 
ot Oxford and Mr. Talbot paſſed with 
vs, and had the goodnels to leave Mi 
Talbot (whoſe character I think you 
muſt have heard) when they went aua. 
She 1s all the world has ſaid of her, as to 
an uncommon ſhue of underſtanding; 
but ſhe has. other charms, which I ing. 
gine you will join with me in giving the 
preference even to that; a mild and equi] 
temper, an unaffeed pious heart, and 
the moſt univerlal good- will to her fel. 
low-creatures, that 1 ever knew; She 
cenſures nobody, ſhe deſpiſes nobodj, 
and whilit her own life is a pattern of 
goodneſs, ſhe dots not exclaim with hit. 
terneſs againſt vice. We ſpent a good 
deal of our time in ovr own rooms, ex- 
cept in the mornings, but our time is a 
good dral broken in upon. Soon after 
nine we meet in the chapel ; as ſoon as 
prayers ate over, we po to breakfaſt, 
and after that, we work, during which 
Mr. Cowflad, or my chaplain, read 
aloud ; at eleven we go, if the weather 
is tolerable, to take the air for two hours 
at leaſt, which Dr. Shaw inſiſts upon my 
doing. The moment we vet out of the 
coach, we ſee no moe of one another 
till threr, when the diner is puntually 
upon the table. Diner and tea are both 
over by five, when we retie till eight, 
and then go to p avers; after which we 
adjourn into the little library, where we 
work, and the gentlemen read, as in the 


morning, till tupper, a quarter before 


ten, and it is a rule o be all in our rooms 
a quarter before eleven. _ 

We are at preſent very highly enter- 
tained with the Hiltory of Sir Charles 
Grandiſon, which is ſo vaſtly above Pa- 
mela or Clariſſa, that I ſha!l not be eaſy 
till you have 1ead it, and ſent me your 
lentiments upon it. Mils Talbot re- 
ceived Lady Gray's [ ſomewhat omitted, 
perhaps ſome remarks on Grandiſon] in 4 
letter of tix ſides, wrote with the greateſt 
good ſenſe and vivacity imaginable. | 
fancy ſhe is an excellent and agreeable 
young woman. | : 

It is now more than time to return 
you thanks for the trouble you babe 


taken in conveying Mr. Shenitone $ oy" i 
. mirag: . 


| Sect. II. 


mirable poem ® to me. I have wrote to 
him this poſt, and could not do it ſooner, 
becauſe his letter was only dated Lea- 


5 | wes, and I could not find out his poſt- 
' town, without ſending to Mrs. Stanley, 
| | hom 1 do not viſit, and who lives twelve 
k miles from me. I have expreſſed my 
1 | gratitude in the beſt manner I am able; 

but am under the neceſſity of declining 
1 he honour he intended me, and have 
p begged him to fill up the blanks with 
| tars, or what he pleaſes, whenever my 
5 name, or that of Piercy-Lodge was de- 


honed, and 1 hope he will oblige me. 
' You fay, you have been in a lethargy. 
Dear Madam, this muſt have proceeded 


1 from home oppreſſion upon your ſpirits, 
he fol which | have known tar- water to he 
5 1 ſovereign remedy, and wiſh you would 
- ry it, Poor Mrs, Ward ! But fince we 
"2 an ſay nothing to her honour, let us not 
ad :xpatiate upon her diſgrace, 
= Any thing directed to be left with 
7 William Phillips, my porter, in Down- 
* 1; ftreet, will be ſent to me directly. 

Fi [ 3m, dear Madam, your Ladyſlup's 
it gott obliged and obedient lervant. 
ich 
end 
her LET FER CAIV, 
urs 
wi Dutcheſs of Somerſet to V. Shenflone, Eſq. 
Ger : : : 
ly "It, . Piercy-Lodge, Dec. 18, 1763. 
oth our o ſooner have returned. you my 
ht, thanks for the favour of your molt 
we uy obliging letter, but was afraid of 
we *'ng too troubleſome, by engaging fo 
the much of your time, which you know fa 
ore bos to employ to, better purpoſes. 
ms The kind offer you made me, of ſend- 

*'$ me any thing you occaſionally hap- 

er- ech to write, 1 look upon as the high- 
cles t 0»)1g2tion ; and you will greatly add 
Pa- an, if you will permit me to ſhew them 
aſy very in enious friend of mine, whoſe 
our "genvity is her leaſt praiſe, ſince the 
re- en cheerfulnels of her temper, the can- 
ed. an and integritv of her heart, joined 
na «1 the moſt unaffeted and honourable 
telt "*y, muſt claim the eſteem of all lovers 

[ ite, who have the happineſs of 
ble de acquainted with her. You may 


piltibly have heard of her, as in her very 


o 


> Rural Elegance, inſcribed to the writer 
00:8 letter, © £ 
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young days, ſome litile things of her writ- 
ing got abroad, Which were thought wor- 
thy of notice, conſidering the age ſhe was 
then of. She is a grand-daughter of old 
Biſhop Talbot's, and niece to the Lord 
Chancellor of that name. She has lately 
ſpent fix weeks with me here, and went 
away only laſt Thurſday. 

I take the liberty to ſend this letter 
without a cover, as I am conſcious that 
nothing I write is worth double poſtage, 
ſince its only meaning is to expreſs the 
regard with which 1 am, Sit, yyur moſt 
faithful, c. | : 


LE (lber 
Dutcheſs of Somerſet to Lady Luxborough. 


| piercy-Lolge, 
DAR MAbau, Feb. 25, 17864. 
RAx never think excuſe can be ne. 
ceſſary to me about exactneſs in an- 
ſwering my letters; I am always glad to 
hear trom you when it is agreeable to 
you to write, but am not one of thoſe 
over-kind friends who are for ever out of 


humour with thoſe whom they rather en- 


thrall than oblige, by giving them that 
name, As a proof I never wiſh to a& 
ſo by my friends, or am afraid of being 
treated ſo by them, I will own to you, I 
am- not quite ſure I ſhould have anſwered 
your laſt letter ſo ſoon, were it not 
that I am under ſcrious concern to find 
how awkwardly I mutt have expreſſed 
myſelt to Mr. Shenſtone, if I gave him 
room to believe I harboured a fecret wiſh 
to have ſo fine a poem as his ode ſup- 
preſſed. On the contrary, I ſhould think 
myſelf guilty of a very great crime and 
injuſtice to the public, if I were to be the 
means of depriving them of ſo charming 
and rational an entertainment. I gave 
him the true re*ſons in my letter, for 
deſiring that my own name, nor that of 
my humble yer pexeeful dwellings, might 
be inſerted. You know I +Iways ervied 
the lot of ** la violette, gui ſe cache ous 
« Pherbe.” 

It is true, mv dear Lady Laxhoroueh, 
times are changed with us, fince no walk 
was long enough, or exerciſe painful 
enough, to hurt eus, as we childiſhly ma- 
gined ; yet afte: a ball. r-maſqu-rale, have 
we not come home very well contented to 


pull 
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pull off our ornaments and fine clothes, in 
order to go to reſt? Such methinks is the 
reception we naturally give to the warn- 
_ ings of our bodily decays; they ſeem to 
| undreſs us by degrees, to prepare us 
for a reſt that will refreſh us far more 
power fully than any night's ſleep could 
do. We ſhall then find no wearineſs from 
the fatigues which either our bodies or 
our minds have undergone ; 
tears ſhall be wiped from our eyes, and 
forrow, and crying, and pains, hall 
be no more; we ſhall then without 
wear:neſs move in our new) vehicles, 
rranſport ourſelves from one part of the 
ſkies to another, with much more eaſe 
and velocity, than we could have done in 
the prime of our ſtrength, upon the fleet- 
eſt horſes, the diſtance of a mile. I his 
cheerful proſpect enables us to "fre our 
ftrength fail, and await-the tokens of our 
approaching diſſolution with a kind of 
awful pleaſure. I will ingenuouſly own 
to you, dear Madam, thar I experience 


moe true happincſs in the retired man- 


ner of life that 1 have embraced, than I 
ever knew from all the ſplendour or flat- 
teries of the world, There was always a 
void; they could got fatisty a rational 
mind; and at the moit heedleſs time of 
my youth, I well remember, that I al- 


ways looked forwaid, with a kind of joy, 


to a decent retreat, when the evening of 
life ſhould make it practicable. 

Boadicea I have read; theie is an in— 
tereſting ſcene or two in it; but there is 
ſomething wanting in the management of 
the dama to keep up the {picits of the 
audience. Philoclea 1 have not ſeen, 
nor have heard ſuch a character of it, as 
io raiſe my curioſity. If you have not 


read Deformity, an Eſſay by Mr. Hay, 
nor his Religio Philoſophi (I do not know | 


how that laſt word ſhould end), I believe 
they will entertain you very well in their 
different ways. The Adventurer will 
| foon be publiſhed in volumes, and will 
be very well worth buying. I doubt I 
muſt agree with Mr. Shenſtone, that the 
ſtyle of Sir Cha les Grandiſon is too pro- 
lix, and yet J do not know any of it 1 
ſhould be willing to pait with, except 
Harriot Byron's converſation with the 
_ Oxonian, in the firlt volume, and the 
preparations and entertainments at Sir 
Charles's wedding in the fifth. 

When | cawe home from taking the 
air on Friday, I was very agreeably ſur- 
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but all 


| Book II. 
priſed to find Lady Northumberland ready 


to receive me, as I had no notion of her 
coming. She had been alarmed with 3 
falſe repert, that I had not been fo well 
for ſome days as ſhe left me. I rock the 
opportunity of ſh-wing her your letter, 
and ſhe deiired me to make her compli. 
ments to your Ladyſhip, and tell you, fe 
keeps no ſervant about Lady Elizabeth, 
while the is at ſchool, and at her return 
will think it neceſſary to have a perſon of 
a middle age about her. Such a one 
fhe now, has about her little buy ; a per 
ſoit of woman, who ſpeaks Fiench 
and Engliſh equally well, is grave and 
properly behaved, and, I believe, hopes 
for Lady Elizabeth's place, when her 
little angel of a maſter goes into the 
hands of the men. His mamma took 
him away with her on Saturday, after 
lending him' to me for a month (though 
ſhe is exceſſively fond of him), becauſe 
ſhe ſees he is the joy of my life. He 
has ſome faint reſemblance (though not 
a good one) of his poor uncle ; but hi 
openneſs and mildne(s of temper are the 
very ſame. Her eldeſt boy too is- 2 
very ſenfible ard good one. He an 
Lady Greville dine with me from Etor 
every Sunday; they are here at eien 
for two or thiee days, on sccourt of 
their being holidays. I have hardly 
lefi myſelf room to make Mr. Cowflad's 
compliments, and ſubicribe myſell, dest 
Madam, your, &c. 


LETT ER (CAI. 

Counteſs of Hertford to Dr. Burnet, acta 
fored by fame Meditations the Hocker 
ſent her, upon the Death of ber Son, 
Lord Beauchamp. 


SIR, f 
Am very ſenſibly oblige! by the kind 
compaſſion you expreſs for me, under 
my heavy affliction. The meanations 
„qu have furniſhed me with, affod the 
ſtrongeſt motives for conſolation that can 


be offered to a perſon under my unf app 


circumſtances. The dear lamented (on 
I have loſt, was the pride and joy ©! 
my heart; but I hope 1 may be the more 
exfily excuſed” for having looked on him 
in this light, ſince he was not fo from the 
outward advantages he poſſeſſeq, but 


from the virtues and reGitude A 
Mine 


Sea. II. 
Mind. The proſpeAs which flattered 


me, in regard to him, were not drawn from 
his diltinguiſhed rank, or from the beau- 
ty of his perſon, but from the hopes 
that his example would have been ſer- 
viceable to the cauſe of virtue, and 
would have ſhewn the younger part of 
the world, that it was poſſible to be 
cheerful without being fooliſh or vicious, 
aud to be religious without ſeverity or 
melaacholy. . His whole life was one un- 
interrupted courſe of duty and affection 
to bis parents ; and, when he found the 
hand of death upon him, his only :egrer 
was to think on the agonies which mutt 
fend their hearts; for. he was perfectly 
contented to leave the world, as his con- 
ſcience did not reproach hem with any 
preſumptuous fins, and he hoped his 


a. 
Aer 
Son, 


kind 

nder 

tions 

the 

k can 

appy 

| fon 

* of 

more | 

1 him c 1 

m the 
but 

f his 

mind. 


M OD E R N. 


* 
625 


errors would be forgiven, Thus he re- 
ſigned his innocent ſoul into the hands of 
his merciful Creator, on the evening 
of his birth-day, which comp'eted him 
nineteen, You will not be ſurpriſed, Sir, 
that the death of ſuch a fon ſhould oces- 
fron the deepeſt ſorrow; yet, at the ſame 
time, it leaves us the molt comfortable 
aſſurance, that he is happier than our 
fondett wiſhes and care could have made 
him, which muſt enable us to ſupport the 
remainder of years which it ſhall pleaſe 
God-to allot for us here, without mur- 
muring or diſcontent, and quicken our 
endeavours to prepare ourſelves to follow 
to that happy place, where our dear va- 
luable child is gone before us. | beg the 
continuance of your prayers, and am, 
Sir, your, &c, 
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SECTION &L 
FROM THE LETTERS OF WILLIAM SHENSTONE, E AND' 
Mx. GRAY, TO AND FROM. THEIR FRIENDS. WOT 


LETTER I. 
Mr. Shenflene to a Friend, 
Prom Mr. Wintle's, Perfamer, 


near Temple- Bar, &6; 
Dean STR, 6th Feb 1946. 


] Ant now, with regard to the town), 
pretty much in the ſame ſtate in which 


expect to be always with regard to the 
wonld ; ſometimes enclaiming and rail- 


ing again it; ſametimes giving it a good 
word, and even admiring it. A ſun- 
ſhiny day, a tavern-fupper after a' play 
well acted, and now and then an invi- 


20:ating breath of air in the Mall, never 


tal of producing a cheerful effect. I do 
not know whether I gave you any ac- 
count of Quin's acting Falſtaff in my 
to mer letter; I really imagine@ that I 
law you tittering on one ſide me, ſhaking 
your ſides, and ſometimes ſcurce con- 
'aming yourſelf, 
"!Itude in which I placed you, fince it 
was what ſeemed natural at that cirtum- 
ſtance of time. Comus l have once been 


, for the ſake of the fongs, though I 


dneſt it in any light ; but 2 4 dramatic 


piece, the taking of it ſeems a prodigy';/ 


yet indeed ſuch a one, as was pretty to- 
ably accounted for by a gentleman 


-ſpeare.” 
You will: pardon the 


me ig che Boxes, This len- 
g aſked how he liked the 


who fat 
ed ſage, 


play, made anfiver, ® He could not tell 


„ pretty well, he thought—or indeed 
« as well as an other” play—he' always 
«© took it; that only came there 
«© to ſee and ti de ſeen for as for what 
«« wits ſaid; he owned, he never under- 
« ftood any thing of the” matter. 1 
told him, I thought a great many of its 
admirers were in his caſe, if they woulff 
but own it. | 
On the other hand, it is amazing tö 
conſider to'what an univerſality of Tearn- 
ing people make pretenfions here. There 
is not 4 drawer; à chair or Hat 
coachman, but is politictan, poet, aud 
judge of polite literature. Chininty- 
ſweepers damn the convention, and black- 
ſhoe-boys' cry up the genius of Shake - 
« The Danger of writing, 
« Verſe“ is a very good thing; if you 
have not read it, I would recommend it 
to you as poetical, But now I talk of 
learning, I mutt not omit an interview 


which 1 accidentally had the other night in 
company with' Lord D and one Mr. 
C-——, We were taker to ſup at a pri- 
vate houſe, here I found a perſon whom 
The man 

behaved 


I had never ſeen before, 
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behaved exceeding modeſtly and well . 


till, growing a little merry over a botile 
es being a little countenanced by the 

ubject we were upon), he pulls out of his 
pocket about half a dozen ballads, and 
diftr;butes them amongſt the company, I 
(not finding at firſt they were of his own 
compoſition) read one over, and, finding 


it a dull piece of ſtuff, contented myſelf 
with obſerving that it was exceedingly. 


well printed. But to ſee the man's face 
on this occaſion would make you pity the 
circumſtance of an author as has as you 
live. His jollity ceaſed (as a flame would 
do, hould you pour water upon it); and, 
I believe, for about ſive minutes, he 
ſpoke not a ſyllable. At length, recover- 
ing himſelf, he began to talk about his 


countty ſeat, about Houghton-Hall, and 


ſoon atter defired a health, imagining (as 
I fourd afterwards) that Lord D would 
have given Sir Robert's. But he did 
not, naming Sir 1— L—; mine, which 
followed, was that of Mr. L—. Now, 
who do you think this ſhovid be, but ho- 
neſt Ralph Freeman (at leaſt the writer 
of the paper ſo ſubſcribed), your father's 
old friend and intimate, Sir Robert's 
right hand, a perſon that lives elezantly, 
drives fix of the beſt horſes in town, and 
plays on St. John's organ {you know 
Mr, L— is not only Sir Robert's great- 
eſt enemy, but the Gazetteer's proper 
| antagoniſt). We were invited to ſee him 
very civilly, and indeed the man behaved 
with the utmoſt good-humour, withont 
arrogance, or any attempts at wit, which, 
probably, would not have been very ſuc- 
ceſsful. —Aſk your father what he would 
ſay to me, if I ſhould join in the cauſe 
with his old friend, and take a good an- 
nuity und. r Sir Robert, which, I believe, 
] might have; and little encouragement, 


God knows, have I met with on the 


other ſide of the queſtion. I ſay, I be- 
lieve I might have, becauſe 1 know a 
certain perſon gives penſons of | three 
pounds a-week to porters and the moſt 
illicerate ſtupid fellows you can imagine, 
to talk in his behalf at ale-houſes; where 
they fit fo long a time, and are as regu- 
- larly felieved as one centry relieves. ano- 
ther. —At leaſt tell him that I expect in 
his anſwer to my letter (which I ſhall not 
allow him to aſſign to you), he write 
ſomething to confu m me in my integrity, 
and to make me prefer bim, and you, 


the ſons of utter darkneſs (as you ci 
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and honeſty, to lace, brocade, and 


{miles of the ladies; 


Et Veneri, & cunis, & plumir Sardanagal, 


But I hope to keep my Hercules in vier, 
whether in print or manuſcript; al 
though I am as fond of pleaſure as me 
people, yet I ſhall obſerve the rule, 


Pl̃ſitam fic tangere noli. 


I deſire I may hear from you next pod 
I have a line ot two, which I intend fn 


them) next magazine ; I would ſend then 
to you, for your advice ; but cannot re. 


dily find them, I like every thing in Mi. 


Somervile's, but the running of the 1; 
line. I think to intert them. Should d. 
glad to have a line or two of your's, that 
one may make a bold attack. I look on 
it as fun, without the leaſt emotion, I xl. 
ſure you. I am, dear Sir, your, &c, 


LETTER 1. 


Mr. Shenflone to Mr. Jags, on the Death 
: er. 


of his Fat 
| _Leafowes, 
Dean Ms. Jace, Aug. 28, 1742 
Io ſome difficulty in writing to you 
on this melancholy occaſon. No one 


can be more unfit to attempt to lefſer 


your grief than myſelf, becauſe no ore 
has a deeper ſenſe of the cauſe of your 
affliction. Though I would by no means 
be numbered by you among(t the com. 
mon herd of your acquaintance that tel 
you they are ſorry, yet it were impeti. 
nent in me to mention a mere friend's 
concern to à perſon intereſted by ſo many 
more tender regards. Beſides, I ſhould 
be glad. to alleviate your forrow, ard 
ſuch | ſort of condolence tends but litle 
ta promote ti, at end, 
flatter you; neither could I, more eſſe- 
cially at this time ; but though I cool 
perhaps find enough to ſay to perſons of 
leſs ſenſe than you, I know of nothing 
hut what your own reaſon muſt have ſug- 
gelted. Concern indeed may have ſuſ. 
pended the power of that faculty; and 
upon that pretence, I have a few things 
that I would ſuggeſt to you. Aſter 2, 
it is time alone that can and will cure 2 
afllitions but ſuch as are the 2 


I do not chuſe to 


Sa, 1. R. 0 


of vice; and your's, 1 _ ſare, proceeds 

ontrary principle. 
| "7 waned aeeddentally of this ſorrowful 
| went, and accompanied you to London 
with the vemoſt concern. [ reap rar 
| er to mitigate your griefs by 
3 3 as [ — often found it in 
your's to augment my pleaſures by fo 
doing. 

All that I can recommend to you 1s, 
not to confine your eye to any fingle 
rent in life, but to take in your whole 
circumſtances before you repine. 

When you reflect that you have loſt 
one of the beſt of men in a father, you 
ought to comfort yourſelf that you had 
loch + father; to whom I cannot forbear 
applying theſe lines from Milton : 


—** Since to part! 
« Go heey*uly gueſt, ethereal meſl-nger ! 
gent by whoſe ſovereign goodnels we adore! 
| © Gentle to me and affable has been 
+ Thy condeſcenſion, and ſhall be honout'd 
{© ever 

Wich grateful'ſt memory | 

End of Book VIII. Par. Losr. 


I would have you by all means come 
over hither as ſoon as you can. I will 
endeavour to render the time you ſpend 
her? 8 ſatisfactory as it is in my power; 
»nd | hope you will ever look upon me 
x your hearty friend, through all the vi- 
nihtudes of life. 

Pray give my humble (ervice to Mrs. 
[ago and your brother. I am, &c. 


al LETTER II. 

n Mr. Shenflone to Mr. Reynolds. 

- Utax Six, Leaſowes, Aug. 1740. 
uld ONDERPFUL were the dangers and 
nd difficulties through which I went, 
tle de night | left you at Barels ; which I 
to oced upon as ordained by fate for the 
e- mparal paniſhment of obſtinacy. It 
1010 is very kind, and in character, for you 
i of > endexrvour to deter me from the ways 
ing a knels: but having a ſort of penchant 
ag t needleſs difficulties, I have an un- 
ul. whted 119ht to indulge myſelf in them, 
and 'lonz as | do not infilt uon any one's 
"gs J. It is true, theſe ought not to ex- 
all, *1 4 certain. degree; - they ſhould be 
all na tormenta ;' and I mutt own the la- 
ace ur | unde went that night did not come 
of "Mn the bounds which my imagination 
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had preſcribed. I cannot forbear men- 
tioning one imminent danger. I rode 
along a conſiderable piece of water, co- 
vered fo cloſe with trees, that it was as 
probable I might haye purſued the chan- 
nel, which was dangerous, as my way 
out of it. Or, to put my caſe in a moe 
poetical light, having by night intruded 
upon an amour betwixt a Wood-nymph 
and a Riyer-god, I owed my eſcape to 
Fortune, who conveyed me from the 
vengeance which they might hav* taken. 
I put up finally at a little alehouſe about 
ten o'clock, and lay all night awake, 
counting the cords which ſupported me, 
which I could more ſafely ſwear to than 
to either bed or blanket. For farther 
particulars, fee my epiſtle to the Pattor 
Fido of La tn. - NMr. Graves ſays, 
he ſhould be glad to ſhew you any civili- 
ties in his power, upon his own acquaint- 
ance ; and will ſerve you as far as his 
vote goes, upon my recommendation ; 
but is afraid, without the concurrence 
of ſome more conſiderable friends, your 
chance will be but ſmall this year, &c. 
If the former part of this news gives 
you any pleaſure, I afſure you it gives 
me no leſs to communicate it ; and this 
pleaſure proceeds from a principle which 
would induce me to ſerve you myſelf if 
it ſhould ever be in my power, —l faw 
Mr. Lyttelton laſt week ; he is a candi- 
date for the county of Worceſter, toge- 
ther with Lord Deerburſt ; I hope Mr. 
Somervile will do him the honour to ap- 
pear as his friend, which he muſt at leaſt 
think ſecond to that of ſucceeding, 

I hear you are commenced Chaplain 
fince I ſaw you, I wiſh you joy of it, 
The Chaplam's title is infinitely more 
agreeable than his office; and I hope the 
ſcarf, which is expreſſive of it, will be 
no diminutive thing, no four-penny-half- 
penny piece of cibboning ; but that it will 


High o'er the neck its ruſtling folds diſ- 
[T) la 7 : 
© Diſain all uſual bounds, extend its ſw y, 
** Uſurp the head, and puſh the wig any | 
I hope it will prove ominons, that m 
firſt leitet is a congratulatory one; and if 


1 were to have opportunities of ſending 


all ſuch, it would entirely quadrate with 
the ſincere wiſhes of your, &e. 4 


I beg my compliments to Mr. Somer- 
vile, Mrs. Knight, and your family. 


[2 I 2 ho * 


LETTER IW. 


Mr. Shenflone to Mr. — en bis taking. 


Orders in the Church. 


Dzar Sin, Leaſowes, June 8, 1741. 
WRITE to you out ef the abundant 

T inclination 1 have to hear from you; 
imagining that, as you gave me a di- 
rection, you might poſhbly expect to 
receive à previous letter from me. I 
want to. be informed of the impreſſions 
receive from your new circumſtances, 
The chief averſton which ſome people 
have to orders is, what I fancy you will 


remove in ſuch. as you converle with, 1 


take it to be owing partly to dreſs, and 
partly to the avowed profeſſion of religion. 
A young clergyman, that has diſtinguiſn- 
ed his genius by a compotion or two of 
a poliie nature, and is capable of dreſſing 
himſelf, and bis religion, in a different 
manner from the generality of his pro- 
feſhon, that is, without formality, is cer- 
tainly a genieel. character. I ſpeak this 
not with any fly deſign to adviſe, but to 
intimate that L think you. very-capable of 
ſhining in a dark-colourad, coat. Vou 


muſt conſider me yet as a man of the 


world, and endeavyouting: to. elicit that 
pleaſyre from gaiety which. my reaſon 
tells me 1 ſhiall never fnd.—It is im- 
poſſible to expreſs how ſtupid I have: 
been ever ſince 1 came hame, infomuch 
that | cannot write a common letter with- 
out hx repetitions. This is the third 
time 1 have begun you's, and you ſee 
what Ruff it is made up of. L mult een 
haſten to matter of fact, which, is the 


comfortable reſource. of dull people, 


though, even as to that, I have nothing 
to communicate, But I would be glad. 


to know, whether you are under a ne- 


cellity of refiding on week-days z and, if 
not, why I may not expect you a day or 
two at the Leaſowes very ſoon. Did you 
make any inquiry N the num- 
ber of my poems ſold at Oxford ? or did 
you hear any, thing concerning it that 
Concerns me to hear? — Will S— (far 
that is his true name), is the excels uf 
ſimplicity. and goad-natuſe, He ſeems 


to have all the induſtry imaginable to di- 
vert and amule people, without any ambi- 


tious ends to ſerve, or almoſt any concern 


whether he has ſo much as a laugh allowed: 
10 his ſtoties, ary farther than as a laugh 
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is an indication that people are delighted, 
This, joined, with his turn of CET 
renders him quite. agreeable, 1 wiſh it 
were in my power ta conciliate acquaint. 
ance with half his eaſe.—Pray do na 


delay writing to me. Adieu! 


LETTER v. 


Mr. Sbenflone to a Friend, extraſſiag hi 
Diſſatisfadtion at the ro yy" 
in which. he is engaged. 

Dear Sin, ah L741. 

I WoNnDER I have not heard from you 

2 you. indeed I have, from 


1, W-—, If you could come over, 
probably, I might go back with you for 


a day or two; for my horſe, I think, 


gets rather better, and may, with in- 
dulgence, perform ſuch a journey. I want 
to adviſe with you about ſeveral mat- 
ters ;—to have your opinion, about 2 
building that I have built, and about a 
journey which I deſign to Bath; aud 
about number leſs thin 's, which, as th 
are number leis, cannot be dsadd 
in this pxptr: I am, your, &t. 


Now I xm come home from a viſit= 
every little aneafineſs is fufficient to in- 
troduce my whole train of melancholy 
coniiderations, and to make me utter! 
diſſatisfied with the life I now lead, 
the life which I foreſee I ſhall lead. I 
am angiy, and envious, and dejeRted, 
ard frantic, and diſregard all *yxelent 
things, juſt as becomes a madman. ts do, 
I am infinitely pleaſed (though it is a 
gloomy joy) with the application of Dr. 
Swift's. complaint; „ that he is foreed u 
« die in' 4 rage, like a: poiſoned: rat in 2 


« hole.” My foul is no more ſuited to 


the figure I make, than a cable rope to 2 
cambric needle:—1I cannot bear to ler 
the advantages alienated, which I thok 
I could deſerve and reliſh ſo much mom 
than thoſe that have them. — Nothing 
can give me patience but the ſoothing 
ſympathy. of a friend, and that will only 
turn my rage into: fimple melancholy. 
I believe ſoon-E ſhall bear to ſee nobody. 
1 do hate all hereabouts already, except 
one or two. 1 will have my dinner 
brought upon my table in my abſence, 
and the plates. fetched: away in my ab- 


ſence; and nobody thall fre me ; * 
: . a c 


kon up twen 


Err * 1 


e / y ne Rn TR Li 


ged. I. „ 


can never bear to appear in the ſame 
dupid mediocrity for years together, 

in no ground. As Mr. G 
complained to me * I chink, you too, 
both unjuſtly), ** 1 am no character.“ 
I have in my temper ſome rakiſhneſs, 
but it is checked by want of ſpirits; fome 
ſolidity, but it is ſoftened by vanity ; 
ſome efteem of learning, but it is broke 
in opon by lazineſs, imagination, and 
want of memory, &c. could rec- 
things throaghout my 
whole circumſtances wherein I am thus 
tantalized, Your” fancy wil! 
them.—Not that all 1 ſay here will (ig- 


preſent 


EN oo | 631 


for the time comeih when you ſhall ſay, 
„have ho pleaſure in them.“ 2 
am conſcidus of much merit in 
bringing abvur the intetview betwixr Mr. 
L--— and Mr. S——-; but merit, as 
Sir John "Falſtaff fays, is not regal dea 
in theſe toſtet- monger-· days. 
Prey now do dot write me word that 


your buſineſs will not allow you ten mi- 


nutes in a "fortnight te write to me z an 
excuſe fit for none but a cobler, who has 


ten children dependent poo a waxcn 
thread. Adieu! | 


nify to you: I am only under a fit of 


diflatisfaRtion, and to grumble does me 
good—only excuſe me, that I cure my- 
elf at your expence. Adieu | 


LETTER VL 


Mr. Shenflone to My. =— ,-<vith-an In- 
entation to accompany him to Town. 


The Leafowes, 

Dzan Sin, Nov. 25, 1741. 
THE reaſon why I write to you fo ſud- 
denly is, that I have a propoſal to 
make to you. If you could conti ive to 
be in London for about a month from the 
end of December, I imagine you would 
ſpend it agreeably enough along with me, 
Mr. Outing, and Mr. 
ing to my calculations, we ſhould be a 
very happy party at a play, coffee-houſe, 
or tavern. Do not let your ſupercilious 
friends come in upon you with their pru- 
dential maxims, Conſider you are now 
of the proper age ſor pleaſure, and have 
not above four or five whimfical years 
left, You have not firuek one bold 
liroke yet, that I know of. Saddle your 
mule, and let us be jogging to the great 
city. I will be anſwerable for amuſe- 
ment. Let me have the pleaſure of ſee- 
ing you in the pit, in a laughter as cor- 
dial and Gngular as. your 338 
me—let us go forth into the opera- 
houſe : let vs hear how the eunuch- folk 
ling. Turn your eye upon the lilies and 
roſes, diamonds and rubies ;. the Belindas 
and the Sylvias of gay life | Think upon 
Mrs, Clive's inexpreſſible comicalneſs; 
not to mention Hippeſley's joke-abound= 
'"g phyfiognomy !! Think, I ſay, row; 


» 1 


hiſtler. Accord- 


LETTER Vi 


From the ſame to the ſane. 


My Coo Fat Eu, 774. 
OUR old friend Sometvile is dead! 1 
did not imagine 1 could have been fo 
ſorty as I find myſelf on this oegap 
*« Sublatum guærimus I can now ex- 
cuſe all his tojbles ; impute them to age 
and to diftrefs of circumſtances : the Taft 
of theſe conſiderations wrings my very 
ſoul to think on. For a man of high 
ſpirit, conſcious of having (at leaſt in 
one produttion) generally pleaſed the 
world, to be plagued and threatened by 
wretches that are Jow in every ſenſe; to 
be forced to drink himfelf into pains of 
the body in order to get rid of the pairs 
of the mind; is 4 miſery which I can 
well conceive, becauſe I may, without | 
vanity, efleem myſelf his equal in point 
of axconomy, and conſequently ought to 
have an eye on his misfortunes ; (as you 
kindly hinted to me about twelve o'clock 
at the Feathers) I ſhouhd retrench ;—L 
wil; but you ſhall not ſee me :—1 will 
not let-you know that I took your hint in 
good part. I will do it at ſolitary times, 
as I may: and yet there will be fore 
difficulty in it; for whatever the world 
might eſteem in poor Somesvile, 1 


really find, upon critical inquiry, that I 
10d „upon quiry 


| him" for nothing fo much as his 
flocti- nauci- nihili- pili- fieation of money. 
Mr. A — was honourably acquitted: 
Lord A——, who was preſent, and be- 


haved very inſolently they (ay, was hiſſed 
1 


out of court. They proved his applica- 
tion to the carpenter's ſon, to get him to 
| | | {wear 


the Duke of M 
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ſwear againſt Mr. A—, though the boy 
was preved to have ſaid in ſeveral com- 
panies (before he had been kept at Lord 
A—'s houſe) that he was ſure the thin 
was accidental, Finally, it is believed 
he will recover the title of A-—ea. 
The apprehenſion of the whores, and 
— ſuffocation of ＋ in he round- houſe 
the Rupidity of the keeper, engroſſes 
the talk of the 1 The ſaid houſe is 
re-building every day (for the mob on 
Sunday night demoliſhed it), and re-de- 
moliſhed every night. Ihe Duke of 
M—yh, J— S—— his brother, Lord 


'C- G—, were taken into the round- 


houſe, and confined from eleven at night 
till eleven next day: I am not poſitive of 
h; the others are cer- 
tain ; and that a large number of people 
of the firſt faſhion went from the round- 


\ houſe to De Veil's, to give in informa- 


tions of their ulage. The juſtice him- 
ſelf ſeems greatly ſcared ; the proſecu- 
tion will be carried on with violence, fo 
as probably to hang the keeper, and there 
is aa ,,, | 

Lord Bath's coachman got drunk and 
tumbled from his box, and he was forced 
to borrow Lord Orford's, Wits ſay, 
that it was but gratitude for my Lord 
Orford's coachman to drive my Loid 
Bath, as my Lord Bath himſelf had driven 
my Lord Orford. Thus they. 
I have ten million things to tell you; 


though they all amount to no more than 


that I wiſh to pleaſe you, and that I am 
your ſincere friend and humble ſcrvant. 


I am pleaſed that I can fay I knew 


Mr. Somervile, which 1 am to thank 


. 


you for. 


LETTER VII. 


Mr. Shenflone to Mr. Grades, on Bene- 
volence and Friendſhip. 


Es The Leaſowes, 
Drzan Ma, Graves, Jan. 19, 1741-2. 


1 Caxxor forbear immediately writing 


to you ; the pleaſure your laſt letter 
gave me, put it out of my power to re- 


ſtrain the overflowings of my benevo- 


lence. I can eaſily conceive that, upon 


| ſome extraordinary inſtances of friend- 
. ſhip, my heart might be ff fort attendri, 
that I could not bear any reſtraint upon 
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my ability to ſhew my gratitude, 1; A 
an obſervation, I made upon reading w 
day's paper, which: contains. an account 
of C. Khevenhuller's ſucceſs in favours 
the Queen of Hungary. To think what 
ſublime affeQion mult influence that you 
unfortunate Queen, ſhould a faithful and 
zealous General revenge her upon her 
enemies, and reſtore her ruined affairs | 

Had a perſon ſhewn an eſteem and f. 
fection for me, joined with any elegance, 
or without any elegance, in the. exprel. 
fion of it, I ſhould have been in acute 
pain till I had given ſome ſign of ny 
willingneſs io ſerve him. From all this, 
I conclude that 1 have more humaniy 
than ſome others. 

Probably enough I ſhall never wert 
with a larger ſhare of happineſs than | 
feel at preſent. If not, I am thoroughly 
convinced, my pain is greatly ſuperior to 
my pleaſure. That pleaſure is nat abſo- 
lutely dependent on the mind, I knoy 
from this, that I have enjoyed happier 
ſcenes in the company of ſome friends 
than. I can poſſibly at preſent j but alas 
all the time you and I ſhall enjoy to- 
gether, abſtracted from the reft of our 
lives, and lumped, will not perhaps 
amount to a ſolid year and a half. How 


ſmall a proportion 


People will ſay to one that talks thus, 
« Would you die?“ To ſet the cafe upon 
a right footing, they muſt take away the 
hopes of greater happineſs in this life, 


the fears of greater miſery hereafter, to- 
- gether with the bodily pain of dying, and 


addreſs me in a diſpoſition betwixt mirth 
and melancholy; and I could eaſily re- 
ſolve them. ; 4 

I do not know how I am launched out 
ſo far into this complaint : it is, perhaps, 
a ſtrain of conſtitutional whining; the ef. 


| fe of the wind—did it come from the 


winds ? to the winds will I deliver it ; 


*© Tradam protervis in mare Creticum, 
„ Pertare deni 


I will be as happy as my fortune will 


permit, and make others ſo: 


« Pune me figris ubi nulla campi: 


: 0 * 
* Arbor æſtiva recreatur aura— 


I will be fo, The joke is, that the 
deſcription which. you gave of that coun- 


try was, that you had few trees about 
you; ſo that I ſhould trick Fortune = ” | 


ON, 
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hould grant my petition implicitly. But, 
in eaxnelt, I intend to come and ſtay a 
day or two with you next ſummer. 

Mr. Whittler is at Mr. Goſling's, 


bookſellet, at the Mitre and Crown, in 


Fleet · reet, and inquired much after you 


in his laſt letter to me. He writes to me; 


but I believe his affection for one weighs 
lels with him while the town is in the 
ether ſcale; though he is very oblizing. 
do not know whether 1 do right, when 
t lay I believe we three, that is, in ſo- 
ltary circun ſtances, have an equal idea 
of, and affection for, each other. I ſay, 
ſuppoſing each to he alone, or in the coun+ 
try, which is nearly the ſame ; for {ſcenes 
alter minds as much as the air influences 
bodies. For inſtance, when Mr. Whitt- 
er is in town, I ſuppoſe we. love him 
better than he does us; and when we are 
in town, I ſuppoſe the ſame may be ſaid 
in regard to him. 

The true hurleſque of Spenſer (whoſe 
charaQeriſtic is ſimpliciiy) ſeems to con- 
i# in a- ſimple repreſentation of ſuch 
things as one laughs to ſee or to obſerve 
one's (elf, rather than in any monſtrous 
cont aſt betwixt the thoughts and words. 
i cannot help thinking that my added 
{:nzas have more of his manner than 
what you ſaw before, which you are not 
a judge of till you have read him. | 


LET TER IX, 
Frem the ſame to the ſane, 


Diaz SIR, 1741. 


Long heartily to talk over affairs 

with you tete à-téte; but am an utter 
eremy to the fatig ue of tranſcribing what 
might paſs well enough in corfverſation, 
| ſhall fay nothing more concerning my 
departure from L—, than that it Was ne- 
Mary, and therefore excuſable — l have 
been fince with a gentleman upon the 
borders of Wales, Biſhop's Caſtle, from 
"hence | made a digreſſion one day bie- 
nd Offa's Dyke; faw mountains which 
71erted all that I had ſeen into mole- 
"1.3; and honſes which changed the 


Leꝛſones into Hampton-Court: Where 


talk of a glazed window as a piece 
' Magnificence ; and where their higheſt 
ed of his Majeſty is, that he can de 
" Ih a coach as 'Squire Jones or 
dane Pryce's. The woman of the inn, 
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pagate the infection. 


at one place, ſaid, “ Glaſs (in windows) 


% was very genteel, that ut was; but ſhe 4 
could not afford ſuch finery. “ 


Vou agree with the reſt of the married 
world in a: propenſity to make pioſelytes. 
This inclination in fome people gives one 
a kind of dread of the matter. "They-are / 
ill-natured, and can only wiſh one in 
their own ſtate becauſe they are unhap- 
Py; like perſons that have the plague, 
who, they ſay, are ever deſirous to pro- 

I make a con- 
trary concluſion when you commend mar- 

riage, as you ſeem to do, when you wiſh 

Miſs may reconcile me to more 
than the name of wife. I know not 
what you have heard of my amour; pro- 
hably more than I can thoroughly con- 
firm to you. And what if I ſhould fay + 
to you, that marriage was not once the 
ſubje& of our converfation ? - 


Nec conjugis unguam 5 
Frætendi tedas, aut hæc in federa veni. 


Do not you think every thing in na- 
ture ſtrangely improved ſince you were 
married, from the tea-table to the warm- 
ing- pan? | EY 2 

I want to fee Mis. Jago's hand-writ-⸗ 
ing, that I may judge of her temper ;' 
but (he mult write ſomething in my 
praiſe. Pray ſee you to it, in your next 
letter, | . 

I could parodize my Lord Carteret's 
letter from Dertingen, if I had it by me. 
« Mrs. Arnold (thanks be praiſed ) has 
« this day gained a very conſiderable _ 
« vidoiy. The ſcold latied two hours. 
« Mrs, S——e was poſted in the hall, 
and Mrs. Arnold upon the ftair-caſt ; 
« which ſuperiority of ground was of no 
4 ſmall ſervice to her in the ergagement, 
« The fire lafted the whole pace, wih 
« out intermiſſion; at the cloſe of which, 
« the enemy was routed, and Mrs. Ar: © 
e nold kept the field.“ e 

Did you hear the ſong to the tune f 
„ The Cuckow?“ 


« The Baron flond behind © tree, 

„% In wou plight, for nought heard he 
© But cannon, cannon, &. 

« O word of fear! 

«4 Unplcaling to G-rman ear.” 


The notes that fall upon the word © can- 
© non” expreis the ſound with its echo 
admirably; 5 


4 M I fer d 
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1 ſend you my paſtoral elegy (or bal- 
Jad, if you think that name more proper), 


on condition that you return it with am- 


ple remarks in your next letter: I ſay 
« return it,” becauſe 1 have no other 
copy, and am too indolent to take one. 
Adieu! e k. 


LETTER x. 


Mr. Shenflone to Mr. Graves, auritten in 
| Hoy- Harveſt. 


Dean Mx. Graves, july 3, 1743. 
I Dio not part from you without 'a 
great deal of melancholy. To think 
of the ſhort duration of thoſe interviews 
which are the objeAs of one's continual 
wiſhes, has been a reflection that has 
plagued me of eld ! I am fure I returned 
ome with it then, more azgravated, as 
I foreſaw myſelf returning to the ſame 
ſeries of melancholy hours from which 
you had a while relieved me, and which 
I had particularly ſuffered under all this 
laſt ſpring! I wiſh to God, you might 
happen to be ſettled not far from me ; a 
day's journey diſtance, however; I mean, 
an eaſy one. But the odds are infinitely 
againſt me. I muſt only fely for my 
happineſs on the hopes of a never-ceaſing 
correſpondence ! : 

Soon after you were gone, I received 
my packet, The Hiſtory of Worceſtei- 
ſhire is mere (tuff, 1— 1 am ſo fond of, 
that, I believe, I ſhall have his pait of 
the collection bound over again, neatly 
and ſeparately. But ſure Hammond has 
no right to the leaſt inventive merit, as 
the preface-writer would infinuate. 1 do 
not think there is a ſingle thought, of 
any eminence, that is not literally tianſ- 
lated. I am aftoniſhed he could content 
himſelf with being ſo little an original. 

Mr. Lyttelton and his lady ae at 
H2gley. A malignant caterpillar has 
demoliſhed the beav'y of all our large 
oaks. Mine ae lecured by their little- 


neſs. But, 1 gueſs, the park ſuffers; a 


large wood near me being a metre winter- 
piece for nakecdnets. "WINS 
At pretent, I give myſelf up to riding 
and thoughtleſſoeſs ; being reſolved to 
make trial of their efficacy towards a to- 
lerable degree of health ard ſpirus. I 
with I hd you for my diveQor. I ſhovid 
proceed with great confidence of fſucccls ; 


Book IV. 


though I am brought very low by two or 


three fits of a fever ſince 1'faw you. Had 
I written to you in the midſt of my iſ. 
rited condition, as I was going, yo 
would have had a more tender and un. 
affected letter than I can write at another 
time : What I think, perhaps, at all 
times; but what fickneſs can alone elicit 
from a temper fearful of whining. 
Surely the nunc formoſſtmus ami 
is to be limited to hay-harveſt. I could 


give my reaſons: but you will imagine 


them to be, the activity of count iy peo. 
ple in a pleaſing employment; the ful 
verdure of the ſummer ; the prime of 
pinks, woodbines, jaſmines, &c. lan 
old, very old; for few things give me 
ſo much mechanical pleafure as lolling 
on a bank in the very heat of the ſun, 


© When the old come forth to play 
** On a ſun-ſhine- holiday - 


And yet it is as much as I can do to kee 


Mrs. Arnold from going to neighbouring 


houſes in her (mock, in deſpite of de. 
cency and my known diſapprobation. 


I find myſelf more of a patriot than [ 


ever —_—_— I was. Upon reading the 
account of the battle, I found a very ſen- 
ſible pleaſure, or, as the Methodiſts term 
it, perceived my heart enlarged, & 
The map you ſent me is a pretty kind of 
toy, but does not enough particular 
the ſcenes of the war, &c. which was the 
end I had in view when I ſent for it. 

O dura meſſorum ilia! About halt 
the appetite, digeſtion, ftreng'h, ſpinis, 
&c. of a mower, would make me the 
happieſt of mortals ! I would be under 
food literally and preciſely; Adieu 


LETTER XI. 


From the ſame to the ſame, after the Dij- 
aj pointment of a Viſt. 


Dear Sis, The Leaſowes, Nov. 9. 174} 
| AM tempted to begin my letter 3 
Memmius does his harangue : © Multa 
me debortentur à vobit, ni fludium uur. 
« tutis veſire omnia exſnperct.” Ver 
contrive interviews of about a minutes 
duration; and you make appointments in 
oder to diſappoint one; and yet, at tte 


ame tune that your proceedmgs die 


thus vexatiovs, force one io bes! 11 
mony to the ineſtimable value of vour 
friend ſſip! 
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friendſhip ! I do inſiſt upon it, that you 
ought to compound for the difappornt- 
ment you have cauſed me, by à little let- 
ter every poſt you ſtay in town, I (hall 
now ſcarce ſee you till next ſummer, or 
ſpring at ſoonelt ; and then I may pro- 
bably take occaſion to viſit you; under 
pretence of ſeeing „Derbyſhire. Truth 
13, your prints have given me ſome cu- 
rioſity to ſee the original places. I am 
graretul for your intentions with regard 
to giving me part of them, and jinperti- 
nent in defiring you to convey them to 
me as ſoon as you can well ſpare them. 
Let me know if they are fold ſeparately 
at the print-ſhops. I thiok to recom- 
mend them to my new acquaintance, Mr. 
Lyttelton Brown, I like the humour of 
the ballad you mention, but am more 
obliged for your partial opinion of me. 


Ide notes that fall upon the word“ can- 


« non, cannon,” are admirably expreſ- 
five of the ſound, I dare ſay: I mean, 
jointly with its echo : and fo, 1 ſuppoſe, 
you will think, if you ever attended to the 
Tower-gons. I find I cannot afford to 
go to Bath previouſly to my London 
journey ; though I look upon it as a pro- 
per method to make my reti.tence/1n town 
moe agreeable, I ſhall, probably, be 
there about the firſt of December : or 
before, if I can accelerate my friend 
Whiſtler's journey. The pen I write 
with is the moſt diſagreeable of | pens ! 
But I have little elſe to ſay; only this 
that our good fiiend Jack Dolman is dead 
at Aldridge, his-tathe:'s benefice. 

| beg, if you have leiſure, you would 
ncloie me in a frank the following ſongs, 
with the gotes: „ Stella and Flavia,” 
Gentle Jeſſy,“ “ Sylvia, wilt thou 
« walte thy prime?“ and any other that 
is new, I ſhould be glad of that num- 
ber of the Britiſh Orpheus which has my 
ſong in it, if it does not coft above ſix- 
pence. Make my compliments to your 
brother and fifter; and believe me. in the 
common forms, but in no common de- 
gre, dear Mr, Graves's molt affectionate 
trend and ſervant, | 


Do write out the whole ballad of 
The Baron ſtood behind a nee.“ 
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LETTER XI. 


From the ſame to the ſamę, with 
' Thoughts on Advice. ' 


Fc] The Leaſowes, 
Deas Ma. Graves, Sept. 21 1747. 
I Au under ſome apprehenſion that you 
dread the ſight ot a letter from me, 
as it ſeems to lay claim to the comph- 
ment of aa anſwer. I Will therefore 
write you one that ſhall wave its privi- 
lege, at leaſt till ſuch time as your lei- 
ſure encourages, or your preſent diſſi- 


pation does noi forbid, you to ſend one. 


dare now no longer expatiate upon the 
affair you have in hand ; i is enough for 
me if you will excuſe the freedom I hare 
taken, I have often known delay pro- 
duce good effefts i ſome caſes ' which 
even ſagacity nſelt could not ſurmount; 
and, it 1 thought 1 did not go too far, 
would preſume o recommend it now. 
You know | have very little of the tem- 
per of an alderman.” I almoſt hate the 
idea of wealthinefs as much as the word. 
It ſeems to me to carry a notiom of ful- 
neſs, ſtagnation, and mſignificancy. It 
is this difpolition of mine that can alone 
give any weight to the advice I fend 
you, as it proves me not to give it 
through any partiality to fortune. As to 
what remains, you are, I hope, affured , 
of the value I mult ever have for you 
in any circumttances, and the regard I 
ſhall always ſhew for any that belongs 
to you. I cannot like you leſs or more. 


I now drop into other matters. Bergen, 


I ſee, is taken at laſt ; pray what are the 
ſentiments of your political companions ? 
I dined ſome time ago with Mr. Lyttel- 
ton and Mr. Piit, who both agreed it 
was worth twentv thouſand men to the 
French; which is a light in which [ 
never uled to conuder it. Any little in- 
ui mation that you pleaſe to confer upon 
me, enables me to ſeem wiſe in this coun- 
try for a month: pacticularly if 1 take 
care to adjult my face according ly.— 
As I was returning laſt Sunday from 
church, whom ſhould I meet in my way, 
but that ſweet-ſouled bard Mr. James 
Thomſon, in a chaife drawn by two 
horſes leogthways.— I welcomed him 
into the country, and aſked him to ac- 
company Mr. Lyttelton to The Leaſowes 
(who had offered me a viſit), which he 
promiſed to do. So I am in daily ex- 

peclationt 
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pectations of them and all the world this 
week. I fancy they will laviſh all their 
praiſes upon nature, reſerving none for 
poor art and me But if 1 ever live, 
and am able to perfect my ſchemes, 1 


ſhall not deſpair of pleaſing the few I firſt | | 
Dax Sir, The Lealowes, 


began with, 'the few fiiends prejudiced 
in my favour ; and then “ Fico for los 
© _malignatores.” Cenfures will not affect 
me; for I am armed ſo ſtrong in vanity, 
that they will paſs by me as the idle 
wind which I regard. not.—I think it 
pretty near equal, in a country place, 
| whether you gain the ſmall number of 
. talters, or the large crowd of the vul- 
gar. The latter ate more frequently 
met with, and gape, ſtupent, and ſtare 
much mote. But one would chuſe to 
pleaſe a few friends of taſte before mob 
or gentry, the great vulgar or the (mall ; 
; becauſe therein one gratifies both one's 
ſocial paſſions and one's pride, that is, 
one's +ſelf-love. Above all things, I 


would wiſh to pleaſe you; and if I have 


a wiſh: that projets or is prominent be- 
. yond the reſt, it is to fee you placed to 
your ſatisfaction near me; but Fortune 
muſt vay from her uſual treatment be- 
fore ſhe favours me io far. And yet 
there was a time, whzn one might pro- 
| bably have prevailed on her. I knew 
not What to do. The affair was fo in- 
tricately circuniſtanced=- your ſurpriſing 
ſilence after the hint I gave. Mr. D— 
offering to ſerve any ftiend of mine; 
nay, prefling me to uſe the opportunity. 
His other relations, his guardians, teiz- 
ing him with ſure ſymptoms of a rupture 
ia caſe of a refuſal on their fide. Mr. 
- P— ſoliciting me if the place were ſold, 
. which it could not legally be. Friend- 
ſhip, propriety, - impartiality, ſelf-inte- 
reſt (which I little; regarded), endea- 
vouring to diſtract me; I think I never 
. ſpent ſo diſagreeable an half year ſince 
I was born. To cloſe the whole, I could 
not foreſee the event, which is almoſt 
foretold in your laſt letter, and I knew [ 


could not ſerve you; but I muſt render 


it a neceſſary one. In ſhort, when I can 
tell you the whole affair at leiſure, you 
will own it to be of ſuch a nature, that [ 
muſt he ever in ſuſpenſe concerning my 
behaviour, and of courſe. ſhall never re- 
flect on it with pleaſure,” Believe me, 
with the trucſt affetian; yours, 


ELEGANT EPISTLES. 
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LETTER Xl. 
Mr. Shenflone to Mr. Grave. 


It is ſomewhere about the 20 
Sept. 17473 and I write fron 


I Taink I have lived fo out-corr, 
pond almoſt all my correſpondent 
whether you are the laſt that is to be (wh. 
dued, I will not ſay; the relt are ſo fg. 
tigued, that they are not able to achiey; 
a line. Apprized of this, and being by 
vature , diſpoſed to have mercy on the 
vanquiſhed, “ parcere ſubjedis,” I f. 
dom write a ſyllable more than is requi- 
lite to further ſome ſcheme, or aſcertain 
ſome interview, the latter of theſe bein; 
the purpoſe of this mine epiſtle. I am in 
great hopes I ſhall be at liberty to le 
you ere many werks be paſt; aud would 
beg of you, in the mean time, to inform 
me, by a letter, when 1 am likely, ot 
when very unlikely, to meet with you z 
home. I am detained, juſt at preſent, 
by continual expectations of the Hage 
family. 3 
As I was returning fiom church © 
Sunday laft, whom ſhould I meet, in: 


chaiſe, with two hoiſes lengthways, but 
that right friendly bard Mr: I homſon 
1 complimented him upon his arrival in 


this country, and aſked him to accompany 
Mr. Lyitelion to The Leaſowes, which he 
ſaid he would with abundance of pleaſure; 


and ſo we parted. Vou will oblerr, 


that the more (tre(s I Jay. upon this vil, 


and the more I diſcover to you, the mort 


ſubſtantial is my apology. for deferniy 
mine into Warwickſhire. : I own, 1 an 
pleaſed with the proſpect of ſhewing then 
lomething at The Leaſowes beyond whit 
they expect. U have begun my terras on 
the high hill 1 ſhewed you, made fone 
conhderable improvements in Virgl|' 
Grove, ani finiſhed a walk from it to th: 
houſe, after a manner which you will 
app ove. They are going to build 3 
caitle in the park round the lodge, whic), 
if well executed, muſt have à good tf. 
fe&t ; and they are going likewiſe to build 
a rotund to terminate the viſta. The 
fault is, that they anticipate every thin; 


which I propoſe to do when I become 


rich; but as that is never likely to be, 
perhaps it is not of any importance — 
but what I term rich, implies no jar 

| Pa | ; 
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deal; I believe you are a witneſs to the 
moderation of my deſires ; and I flatter 
myſelf that you will believe your friend 
in that reſpeft ſomething above the 


vulgar 3 


« Crede non illum tibi de ſceleſt2 
lebe dilectum, neque fic fidelem, 
« Sic lucro averſum, potuiſſe naſci 


« Patre pudends.” 


If I come to your houſe, poſitively I 
will not go to ſee Mr. M He has 
deen twice as near me as The Grange, 
with C— L—, and never deemed my 
place worth ſeeing, I doubt, you are a 
little too mode it in praiſing it wherever 
you go. Why do not you applaud it 
with both hands, “ utrogue pollice ?"— 
« Parcentes ego dexteras odi, ſparge 
« roſas.” — I am fo very partial to my 
native place, that it ſeems a miracle to 
me that it is not more famous. But 
| complain unjuſtly of you; for, as you 
have always contributed to my happineis, 
you have taken every opportunity to con- 
tribute to my figure. I wiſh I could ay 
the fame of ſome who have it more in 
heir power. 

have yet about a thouſand things to 
% to you—not now, thongh.-—Lady 
L=}'s viſit | reſerve till 1 fre you. A 
coach with a coronet is a pretty kind of 
phænomenon at my door—ftew prettier, 
except the face of ſuch a friend as you; 
tor | do not want the grace to prefer a 
prnerous and ſpitited friendſhip to all the 
tesgaus that ambition can contrive, I 
have wrote out my elegies, and heartily 
wiſh you had them to look over before 1 
come I know not how to ſend them, —l 
well bring and leave ſome poetry with 
\0u,—** Thus & odores !” or rather a 
pioper covering tor © Thus & odores, & 
ier & quicquid chartis amicitur 
" mettis!” Aditu l dear Sir. Believe 
Ms tyer yours. 


rn 


From the ſame to the ſame. 


Uran Six, 1747. 


BEW juſt returned from a ſmall ex- 
; curhon, it was with the u mott plea- 
ine that | read over your leuer; and, 
ou u it abounds both in wit and wag- 


* 
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have a mind. 
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gery, I ſit down incontinently to an wer 
it with none. | 

The agreeableneſs of your letters is 
now heightened by the ſurpriſe they give 
me. I muſt own, I have thought you 10 
a manner loſt to the amuſements in wn ch 
you once delighted, corr-ſpondenc-s, 
works of taſte and fancy, &c. It you 
think the opinion worth 1e.noving, you 
need only favour me with ſuch a letter 
now and then, and [ wilt place you (in 
my imagination) where you (hall ſte all 
the favourites of fortune cringing at your 
teet. 

I think I could add about half a dozen 
hints to your obſervations on +lettricnty, 
which might at least ditgwiſe the facts; 
and then why will you not put it into 
ſome news- paber, or monthly pamohlet ? 
You might diſcover yourſelt to whom you 
It would give more than 
ordinary pleaſure at this tine. —S.me 
other will take the hint. —Pity your piece 
ſhould not have the advantage of novelty 
as well as of wit | | 

I dined and stayed a night with Dr. 
E— ; he was extremely obliging, and L 


. am glad of tuch a fiiend to viſit at B—. 


He atked much after you. —He ſhewed 
me his Ovid=l a 'vit d him to fimth 
ſome one epiitie highly, that he might 
ſhew it.— he whole wul not take, 
though it es againſt me to tell him ſo. 
I ſhould be lad he could fuccred at B ; 
and could | ferve hem, it would be with 
a ſafe conſcience ; tor I take him io exc: 1 
the reſt of B—'s phyticians far in point 
of ſpeculatio.. and diligence, &c. 

I fend 2 the tong you atked for, and 
requeſt of you to ite me out your new 
edition of the election verſes; and, at 


your leilute, a copy of the puera which 


we altered. 


THE LARK. 


Go, tuneful bird, that gladd'ſt the Ke, 
To Daphne's window Ipced thy way, 
And there on quiv'ring pinions rite, 

And there thy vocal art diſplay, 


And if ſhe deign thy notes to hear, 
And if ſhe praiſe thy matin ſong ; 

Tell her, the fownds that ſooth her est, 
To ſimple Britiſh birds belong. 


Tell her, in livelier plumes array*!, | 
Th- bird tom Indian groves may ſhine ; 
But + the lovely, partial maid, 
What ace h.s notes compared to thine ? 


Then 
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Then bid her treat that witleſs beau 
And all his motley race with ſcorn 

And heal deſerving Damon's woe, 
Who ſings her praiſe, and ſings torlorn. 


I am, Sir, your moſt faithful friend 
and fervant. 


Have you read Watſon, Martyn, and 
Freke, on electricity ? I accidentally met 
with the two-former, by which my head 
is rendered almoſt giddy—Electrics, non- 
electrics, cleArics per /e, and bodies that 
are only conductors ot electricity, have a 
plaguy bad effect on fo vortical a brain as 
mine. 8 | 

I will infallibly ſpend a week with you, 
perhaps about February, if it ſuits you ; 
though I think too it mult be later. 

I have been painting in water colours, 
during a viſit I made, flowers. I would 
recommend the amuſement to you, if you 
can allow it the time that is expedient. 

I truſt you will give me one entire week 
in the ſpring, when my late alterations 
may exhibit themſe]ves to advantage. 


LETTER XV. 
Mr. Shenflone to Mr. Jago. 


| The Lealowes, 
Dean Sir, March 23, 1747-8. 
Have ſent Tom over for the papers 
which I left under your inſpection ; 
having nothing to add upon this head, 
but that the more freely and particularly 


you give me your opinion, the greater 


will be the obligation which I ſhall have 
to acknowledye. 

I ſhall be very glad, if I happen to re- 
ceive a good large bundle of your own 
compoſitions; in regard to which, I will 
obſerve ary commands which you ſhall 
pleaſe to lay upon me. 

I am favoured with a certain corre- 
ſpondence, by way of letter, which J told 
you 1 ſhould be glad to cultivate; and I 
find it very entertaining. 

Pray did you receive my anſwer to 
your laſt letter, ſent by way of London? 
I ſhould be extremely forry to be debarred 
the pleaſure of writing to you by the 
poſt, as often as I feel a violent propen- 
fity to deſcribe the notable incidents of 
my life; which amount to about as much 
as the tinſel of your little boy's hobby- 
horſe. | : 

I am on the point of purchaſing a cou- 
ple of buſts for the niches in my hall; 
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and believe me, my good friend, I new; 
proceed one ſtep in ornamenting my lite 
farm, but I enjoy the hopes o rendering 
it more agreeable to you, and the (nz 
circle of acquaintance which fometing 
favour me with their company. 

1 ſhall be extremely glad to fee yy 
and Mr. Fancourt when the trees zu. 
green; that is, in May; but I woul 
not have you content yourſelf with a je. 
gle viſit this ſummer, If Mr. Hardy (u 
whom you will make my complimeni) 
inclines to favour me ſo far, you mit 
calculate ſo as to wait on bim whenew; 
he finds it convenient; though I lan 
better hopes of making his reception hes 
agreeable to him when my Lord Dudley 
comes down. I wonder how he will 
like the ſcheme I am upon, of exchanging 
a large rankard for a ulver ſtandiſh. 

I have had a couple of paintings giv 
me ſince you were here, One of then 
is a Madona, valued, as t is faid, at ten 
guineas in Italy, but which you would 
hardly purchale at the price of five (hi. 
lings. However, I am endeavouring 1 


make it out to be one of Carlo Marait\, 


whio was a firft hand, and famous for Mz 
donas ; even fo as to be nick-namel 
* Cartuccio delle Madonne,” by Salve 
Two letters of the cypher (CM) 
agree; what ſhall I do with regard t 
the third ? It is a ſmall piece, and (idly 
blackened, It is about the fize {though 
not quite the ſhape) of the Bacchus owe 
the paiJour door, and has much fuch 1 
trame. 

A perſon may amuſe himſelf almoſt x 
cheaply as he pleaſes. I find no mai 
delight in rearing all ſorts of poultry; 
geele, turkeys, pullets, ducks, &c. 1 an 
alſo ſomewhat ſmitten with a blackbird 
which I have purchaſed : a very fine one; 
brother by tather, but not by mother, to 
the unfoitunate bird you fo beautifully 
deſcribe, a copy of which deſcription you 
mult not fail to ſend me ;-—but, as 1 (aid 
before, one may eaſily habituate ones 


lelt to cheap amuſements ; that is, ud 


ones (tor all town amuſements are bo- 
ridly expenſive) z—I would have yo" 
cultivate your garden; plant flowers 
have a bird or two in the hall (they will 
at leaſt amuſe your children); write hol 
and then a ſong ; buy now and then # 
book; write now and then a letter to 
your molt ſincere friend, and affectionate 
lervant. 1 6 
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p. S. I hope you have exhauſted all 
your ſpirit of criticulm upon my verſes, that 
you may have none left to cavil at this let- 
r; for I am aſbamed to think, that you, 
in particular, ſhould receive the dulleſt I 
wer wrote in my life. Make my compli- 
ments to Mrs. Jago.—She can go a little 
abroad, you ſay.— Tell her, 1 ſhould be 


DET. TER XVI. 


Mr. Shenſlone to Mr. —, on his Marriage. 
Tuis was written Auguſt 21, 1748; 

"ar Six, but not ſent till the 28th. 
OW little ſoever I am inclined to 
write at this time, I cannot bear that 
zou ſhould cenſure me of unkindneſs in 
eeming to overlook the late change in 
tour ſituation, It will, I hope, be eſteemed 
{yperfluous in me to ſend you my mot 
cordial wiſhes that you may be happy ; 


- but it will, perhaps, be ſomething more 
$34 ſignificant to ſay, that [ believe you will; 
could building my opinion on the knowledge I 
"a haye long had of your own.temper, and 
io t the account you give me of the perſon 
2 whom you have made choice of, to whom 
Ma. | dere you to pay my fincere and moſt * 
= Acdtionate compliments. 
n | ſhall always be glad to find you præ- 
CM) (ntibus æguum. though I ſhould always be 
i pleaſed when I ſaw you tentantem majora. 
{ll | think you ſhould neglect no opporiu- 
7 ty at this time of life to puſh your for- 
8 une ſo far as an elegant competency, that 
1 ou be not embarraſſed with thoſe kind of 
Litudes towards the evening of your 
oſt 25 7 | | 
{mail "Ve te ſemter ina agitet vexetque cufide, 
Itry ; de fater, & rerum mediccriter utlium 
| an „ 7 ah | 
c bird | wou!d have you acquire, if poſſible, 
one; vat the world calls, with ſome proprie- 
E „ an ea'y fortune; and what I inter- 
tully p#, loch a fortune as allows of fome 
1 you "icuracy ard inattention, that one may 
En "ot be continually in ſuſpenſe about the 
one 6 ing out a ſhilling :—this kind of ad- 
[Ural "we way leem extremely dogmatical in 
bot "t; but, it it cars ies any haughty air, 
8 a obviate it, by owning that I never 
ace "Med as I ſay. I have loſt my road to 
8578 \appineſs, T confeſs; and inſtead of pur- 
we ung the way to the fine lawns and vene- 
wy "we oaks which diſtinguiſh the 1egion of 
Ex „ am got into the pitiful parterre- 
— *nden cf amuſement, and view the no- 
P. ö. ebenes at a diſtance, I think I can 
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proud to oy her The Leaſowes. Adieu: 
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ſee the road too that leads the better 
way, and can ſhew it others ; but I have 
many miles to meaſure back before I 
can get into it myſelf, and no kind of 
reſolution 10 take a ſingle ſtep. My 
chief amuſements at preſent are the ſame 
they have long been, aud lie ſcattered 
about my farm. The French have what 
they call a parque orzee ; | ſuppoſe, ap- 
proaching about as rear to a garden as 
the park at Hagley. 1 give my lace the 
title of a a ferme ornee; though, if Thad - 
money, I ſhould hardly confine myſelf to 
ſuch decorations as that name r<quires. 
I have made great improvements; and 
the conſequence is, that I long to have 
you ſee them. | 
I have not heard whether Mifs ——$ 
match proceeded. —I ſuppoſe your ob- 
jedtions were grounded on the perſon's 
age and temper ; and that they had the 
leſs weight, as they ſuppoſed you ated 
indiſcreetly yourſelf : I can ſay but little 
on the occaſion, You know better 
than I do. Only this I muſt add, that 1 
have ſo great an eſteem for your ſiſter, that 
it will be- neceſſaty to my eaſe, that ho- 
ever marries her ſhe ſhould be happy. 
have little hopes thai I ſhall now ſee 
you often in this country; though it 
would be you, in all probability, as ſoon 


* 


as any, that would take a journey of fif- 


ty miles, 
© To ſee the pooreſt of the ſons of men.“ 


The truth is, my affairs are miſerably 
embroiled, by my own negligence, and 
the non-payment of tefiants. I believe, 
I ſhall be forced to ſeize on one next 
week for three years and a half 's rent, 
due laft Lady-day; an affair to which [ 
am greatly averſe, both thiough indo- 
lence and compaſſion. I hope, however, 
I ſhall be always able (as I am fure ! 
ſhall be defrous) to entertain a friend 
of a philoſophical regimen, ſuch as you 
and Mr. Whiſtler; and that will be all { 
can do, | 

Hagley park is conſiderably improved 
fince you were here, and they have built x 
caſtle by way of uin on the higheſt part 
of it, which is jult ſeen from my wood ; 
but by the removal of a tree or two (grow- 
ing in a wood that joins to the park, and 
which, fortunately enough, belongs to 
Mr. Dolman and me), 1 believe it may 
be rendered a conſiderable object here. 

1 purpoſe to wite to Mr. Whiſtler 
either this poſt or the next. The fears 


you 
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you ſeemed in upon my account are very 
kind, but have no grounds. I am, dear 


Mr. —, habitually and fincerely your, &c. 


My humble ſervice to your neighbours. 
— Smith (whom you knew at Derby) 
will publiſh a 'print of my grove in a 
ſinall collection. 2 $8 


LETTER XVI. 
Mr. Shenflone to Mr. Jago, with an In- 
vitation to The Leaſoaues. 


Dran Me. Jaco, 1748. 
HARDLY know whether it will be 


prudent in me to own, that I wrote. 


you a long letter upon the receipt of your 
- laſt, which I now have upon my table. 
I condemn this habit in myſelf entirely. 
and ſhould, I am ſure, be very unhappy, 
if my friends, by my example, ſhoul. 
be induced to contract the ſame, "Lhe 
truth is, I bad not expreſſed myſelf in it 
to my mind, and it ,was full of hlots, 
and blunders, and interlinings ; yet, ſuch 
as it was, it had wearied my attention, 
and given me a difinclination to begin it 
afreth, I am now impatient to remove 
any ſeruple you may have concerning my 
grateful ſenſe of all your favours, and 


the invariable continuance of my affec- 


tion and eſteem. -[ find by your laſt 
obliging letter, that my machinations and 


devices are not entirely private. You 


knew of my draught of Hagley caſtle 
about the bigneſs of a barley-corn ; you 
knew of our intended viſit to Lady Lux- 
borough's ; and I muſt add, Mr. Thomas 
Hall knew of my contrivance for the em- 
belliſhment of Mr. Hardy's houſe, No- 
thing is there hid that ſhall not be fe- 
vealed. —Our viſit to Barrels is now over 
and paſt.— Lady Luxborough has ſeen 
Hagley caſtle in the original: and as 
to my defire that my draught might be 
ſhewn to no chriſtian ſoul, you ſurely 
did but ill comply with it, when you 
ſhewed that drawing to a clergyman. 
However, you may have acted up to my 
real meaning, if you have taken care 
not ro fhew it to ary connoifſeur. 1 
meant chiefly to guard againſt any one 
that knows the rules, in whoſe eyes, I 
am ſure, it could not turn to my credit. 
Pray how do you like the feſtoons 
davpling over the oval windows ?—lt is 
the chief advantage in repairing an old 


„ 


Sept. 3, Saturday night, 
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houſe, that one may deviate from the 
rules without any extraordinary cenſure, 
I will not trouble you now with many 
particulars. The intent of Tom's con. 
ing is, to defiie your company and My, 
Jago's this week. —I ſhould be extreme 
glad if your convenience would allow jo 
to come on Monday or Tueſday , but, if 
it is entitely impracticable, I would be. 


ſrech you not to put off the viſt longer 


than the Monday following, for the learg 
of my groves begin to fall a great pace... 
beg once more, you would let no (na! 


Inconvenience prevent your being here gz 


Monday. As to my viit at Ichenetoy, 
we may depend upon it ſoon after, aud! 

ope you will not ftand upon pundtilis, 
when 1 mention my inclination that you 


may all take a walk through my coppices 


hefore their beauty is much impaired, 
Were l in a ſprightly vein I would aim a 
ſaying ſomething genteel by way of an. 
ſwer to Mrs. Jago's compliment. —Ay it 
is, I can only thank her for the ſubflance, 
and applaud the politeneſs of it. I poj. 
pone all other matters till I ſee you. | 
am, habitually and fincerely, your, &c, 

I beg my compliments to Mr. Hardy, 


P. S. I am not accuſtomed, my dear 
friend, to ſend you a blank page; not 
can I be content io do fo now. 

I thank you very ſenſibly for the verſs 
with which you honour me. I think 
them good lines, and fo do others that 
have ſeen them; but you will give we 
leave, when I ſee you, to propoſe ſame 
little alteration. As to an epilile, it 
would be executed with difficulty, aud! 
would have i: turn to your credit as well 
as, my own. But you have certainly of 
late acquired an eaſe in writing ; and | 
am tempted to think, that what you 
write henceforth will he univerſally good. 
Per ſons that have ſeen your elegies, lite 
« The Blackbids" beſt, as it is moſt 
aſſuredly the molt correct; but I, wiv 
pretend to great penetration, can foreſte 
that „ The Linnets“ will be made 10 
excel. More of this when 1 fee you. 
Poor Miſs G—, J— R--- fays, is mar- 
ried ; ard poor Mr. Thon ſon, Mr. 
Pitt tells we is dead. He was to have 
been at Hagley this week, and then | 
ſhould probably have ſeen him here.--- 
As it is, I wil! erect an urn in Virail's 
Grove te his memory. I was ally 2s 
much ſhocked to hear of bis death, 28 


if 1 had known and loved him for 3 
number. . 


Sea. I. 


number of — knows, I lean 


on à very iends; and if they drop 
me, I become a wretched miſanthrope, 


LETTER XVIII. 


| Shenflone to a Friend, diſa in 
ons 85 him of a Viſtt. Ware - 


| June 1749. 

FE on Mr. N—! he has diſappointed 
me of the moſt ſeaſonable viſit that 

heart could wifh or deſire.— My flowers 


. in bloſſom, my walks newly cleaned, my 


neighbours invited, and I languiſning for 
lack of your company ! Mean time you are 
going to dance attendance on a courtier, 
—-Would to God ! he may diſappoint 
you, according to the uſual practice of 
thoſe gentlemen z---I mean, by giving 
you a fat better living than you ever 
expected. 

[ haye no ſooner made than I am ready 
to recall that wiſh, in order to ſubſtitute 
another in its place; which is, that you 


may rather ſquat yourſelf down upon a 


fat gooſe living in Warwickſhire, or one 
in Staffordſhire, or perhaps Worceſter- 
ſhire, of the ſame denomination. I do 
not mention Shropſhire, becauſe I think 
I am more remote from the main hody of 
that county than I am from either of 
the others. But, nevertheleſs, by all 
means wait on Mr. N-; ſhew him all 
reſpect, yet ſo as not to lay out any of 
the profits of your contingent living in a 
black velvet waiſtcoat and breeches to 
appear before him. True merit needeth 
nought of this. Beſides, peradventure, 
you may not receive the firſt quarter's 
income of it this half year. He will 
probably do ſomething for you one time 
or other; but you ſhall never go into 
Ireland, that is certain, for leſs than a 
deanery ; not for leſs than the deanery 
of St. Patrick's, if you take my advice. 
Lower your hopes only to advance your 
ſurpriſe ; „ grata ſuperwenient que non 
" ſperabimus.” Come to me as you may. 
A week is elapſed ſince you began to be 
detained ; you may ſurely come over in 


A tortnight now at fartheſt ;---I will be at 


3 write directly; = 
ow our letters are long upon t ir 


1onn?*y.---I expected you the beginning 


4 R 
- every week, till I received your la 
er, patiently, « 13 
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For my part, I begin to wean myſelf 
rom all hopes and expectations what- 
ever,---l feed my wild-ducks, and I wa- 
ter my carnations ! happy enough, if I 


could extinguiſh my ambition quite, or | 


indulge (what I hope I feel in an equal 
degree) the deſice of being ſomething 
more beneficial in my ſphere.---Perhaps 
ſome few other circumſtances would want 
alſo to be adjuſted. 85 

I have juſt read Lord Bolingbroke's 


three letters, which I like as much as 


moſt pieces of politics I ever read. 1 
admire, eſpecially, the ſpirit of the ſtyle, 
I as much admire at the editor's unpo- 
pular preface.— I know the family hi- 
therto ſeemed to make it a point to con- 
ceal Pope's affair; and now, the editor, 
under Lord B.'s inſpection, not only re- 
lates, but invites people to think the 
worſt of it. —— What collateral reaſons 
my Lord may have for thinking ill of 
Mr. Pope, I cannot ſay ; but ſurely it is 
not political to leſſen a perſon's character 
that had done one ſo much henour. I 
am, dear Sir, your, &c. 


I have this moment received a long 
letter from Lady Luxborough ; and you 
are to look on all I ſaid concerning both 
Lord Bolingbroke's affair and her re- 
ſentment as premature, My Lady's 
daughter and ſon-in-law viſit her next 
week, 


LETTER XIX. 
Mr. Shenflone to Mr. Jago. 


From the Leaſowes, 28 it ap- 
pears on à rainy Evening, 
Dzar Sin, June 1749, 


IV would probably be ſo long before 
y 


ou can receive this letter by the poſt, 
that I cannot think of ſubjefting my 


thanks for your laſt, or my hopes of ſee- 
ing you ſoon, to ſuch an uncertainty.— 


I ſhall not now have it in my power to 


meet you at Mr, Wren's immediately, fo 


would loſe no time in requeſting your 
company here next week, if you pleaſe, 
I hope Mrs. Jago alſo will accompan 
you, and that you will fet out the gell 
day of the week, even Monday; that 
you may not leave me in leſs than fix 
days time, under a pretence of neceſſity, 
As to the verſes you were fo kind to 
convey, 


/ 
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convey, I will take occaſion when you 


come 
—* To find out, like 4 friend 


«© Something to blame, and mickle to 


„ commend.” ” if 


So I fay no more at preſent on that head. 

I love to read verſcs, but I write none. 
% Peli, nibil me ficut ante juvat ſcribe- 
% re!“ I will not ſay none; for I wrote 
the following at breakfaſt yeiterday, and 
they are all | have wrote ſince I ſaw you. 
They are now in one of the root-houſes of 
Virgil's Grove, for the admonition of my 
good friends the vulgar g of whom I have 
multitudes every Sunday evening, and 


who very fortunately believe in fairies, 
and are no judges of poetry: 


© Here in cool grot, and moſſy cell, 
„% We tripping fawns and fairies dwell : 
** Tho? rarely ſeen by mortal eye, 
„Oft as the moon, zſcended high, 
Parts thro? yon limes her quiv%ing beam, 
„We friſk it near this cryllal ſtream, 


Then fear to ſpoil theſe ſacred bow'rs; 
© Nor wound the ſhrubs, nor crop the 
„ flow'ts;. 

© So may your path with ſweets abound ! 

«6 $9 may your couch with reſt be crown'd ! 

gut ill-betide or nymph or ſwain, 

M ho dates thelc hallow'd haunts profane.“ 
|  OBgroN, 


I ſuppoſe the rotund at Hagley is com- 
pleted, but I have not (een it hitherto ; 
neither do I often jourvey or viſit any 
where, except when a {hrub or flower is 
upon the point of bluiloming near my 
walis.---I f,rget one vilit I lately made 
in my neighbourhood to a young cler- 
gymnan of taſte and ingenuity. His name 
is Pixel} ; he plays finely upon the violin, 
and very well upon the harpüchord; has 
let many things io muſic, ſune in the (oft 
way, with which 1 was much delighted. 
He is young, and has time to improve 
himlelt. He gave me an opportunity of 
being acquainted with him by frequently 
viſiting, and introducing company to my 
walks.---I met him on. morning with an 


Italian in my grote, and our acquaint- 


ance has been growing ever ſince.— He 
has 2 ſhare in an eſtate that is near me, 
and lives there at preſent.; but I doubt 
will e do fo long; when you come, I 
will ned for hin. -- Have you read my 
Lord Bolingbroke's Eſſays on Pati iotiſm, 
&c.? and have you read Merope ? and do 
you take in the. Magazziz des Londres 


IT never can be that I owe 


theſe 


labour very hard in your 


EPISTLES. Boly. 


and pray how does your garden flourih } 
I warrant you do not yet know the dif. 
ference betwixt a ranunculus and 18 
anemone.---God help ye.!---Come tome, 
and be informed of the nature of all 
plants, „ from the cedar on Mount 
„ Lebanon to the hyſſop that ſpringeth 
© out of the wall.” ---Pray do not fal 
to decorate your new garden, whence 
you may tranſplant all kinds of flowen 
into your verſes, If by chance you 
make a viſit at I—— fifty years hence, 
from ſome diftant part of England, ſhall 
you forget this little angle where you 
uſed to muſe and fing ? * Er wnquan, 
« &c. Pofl aliquot, tua regna widen; 
« mrrabere, ariftas.” 

I expe&t by the return of Tom to re 
ceive a trifle. that will amuſe you. lt ix 
a ſmall gold ſeal of Vida's head, given 
by Vertue to a relation of mine, who 

ubliſhed Vida, and intioduced Vertye 
into buſinefs.---Perhaps you remember 
Mr. Triſtram of Hampton, and the day 
we ſpent there from ſchool; it was his, 
I am, very cordially, your's, 


LETTER XY 
Mr. Shenflone to C— W——, % 


The Leaſowes, 
November 2, 1750. 
ou for 

three letters; as to two I will agree 
with you ; one that I received together 
with my books, and the other ſoon after; 
but that I am indebted for more than 


Dax Six, 


Credat Tudeus Abella, 
Non ego.” 


Even that ſame „ Fudeus Apella” who 
affords me this very opportunity of fnd- 
ing my compliments to you and Mrs. 
W , and of aſſuring you, that if ! 
had not purpoſed to have ſeen you, I had 
wrote to you long ago. 

Maſter Harris talks very reſpeffully 
of your garden; and we have no diſpute, 
lave only in one point be ſays, that you 
vocation j 
whereas I am not willing to allow that 
a'l the work you ever did, or will do in 
it, is worth a ſingle bunch of tadiſes. 
However, I dare not contradict him 00 
much, becauſe he waits for my _ 
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Sed. I. 


How happy are you that can hold up 
our ſpade, and cry, “ Avaunt Satan !“! 
when a toyman effers you his deceitful 
yanities | Do not you rejoice inwardly, 
and pride yourfelf greatly in your own 
philoſophy ? . BIAS: 
«Twas thus ; | 
« The wiſe Athenian croſs'd a glitt'ring fair; 
© Unmov'd by tongues and fights he walk'd 
„the place, | 
«Thro! tape, tags, tinſel, gimp, perfume, 
and lace z 4 N 
« Then bends from Mats's Hill his awful 
4b eyc 
« And, What a world 1 never want!“ he 
% cries,” PARNELL, 


Mean time do- not deſpiſe others that can 
find any needful. amuſement in what, I 
think, Bunyan very aptly calls Vanity 
Fair; I have been at it many times this 
ſeaſon, and have bought many kinds of 
merchandiſe there, It is a part of philo- 
ſop"Y» to adapt one's paſſions to one's way 
gf life : and the ſolitary unſocial ſphere in 
which I move makes me think it happy 
that | can retain a reliſh for ſuch trifles as 
| can draw into it. Mean time I dare not 
reaſon too much upon this head, Reaſon, 
like the famous concave mirrour at Paris, 
would, in two minutes, vitriſy all the 
Jew's pack; I mean, that it would imme- 
diately deſtroy all the form, colour, and 
beauty, of every thing that is not merely 
ul:ful,---But I ramble too far, and you 
do not want ſuch ſpeculations. My intent 
when I fat down, was to tell you, that I 
ſ1ail probably ſee you very ſoon, and cer- 
tainly remain in the mean time, and at 
all imes, Sir, your, &c. 


LETTER EN" 


Ur. Shenflone to Mr. Graves, on the Death 
of Mr. Shexflone's Brother. 
| The Leaſowes, 

Dt aA Mx. GRAVE, Feb. 14, 1752. 

OU will be amazed at my long ſilence; 
and it might reaſonably excite ſome 
V[guſt if my days had paſſed of late in 
the manner they uſed to do: but I am 
not the man I was : perhaps I never ſhall 
be. Alas ! my deareſt friend | I have 
'olt my only brother! and, fince the fatal 
cloſe of November, I have had neither 
peice nor reſpite from agonizing thoughts! 

You, 1 think, have ſeen my brother; 
but perhaps had no opportunity of dil- 
'nguiſhing him from the groupe of others 
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whom we call good-natured men. This 
part of his character was ſo viſible in his 
countenance, that he was generally be- 
loved at ſight; I, who muſt be allowed to 
know him, do aſſure you, that his un- 
derflanding' was no way inferior to his 
benevolence. He had not only + ſound 
judgment, but a lively wit and genuine 
humour, As theſe' were many times 
eclipſed by his native baſhfulneſs, ſo his 
benevolence only ſuffered by being ſhewn 
to an exceſs. 1 here mean his giving too 
indiſcriminately into thoſe jovial meetin 

of company, where the warmih of a ſo- 


cial temper is diſcovered with leaſt re- 


ſerve; but the virtues of his head and 
heart would ſoon have ſhewn without al- 
loy. The foibles of his youth were 
wearing off; and his affection for me and 
regard to my advice, with his own good 
fenſe, would ſoon have rendered him all 
that I could have wiſhed in a ſucceſſor, 
I never in my life knew a perſon more 
lincere in the expreſſion of his love or 
diſlike. But it was the former that 
ſuited the propenſity of his heart; the 
latter was as tranſient as the ſtarts of 
paſſion that occafioned it. In ſhort, with 
much true genius and real fortitude, he 
was, according to the Engliſh acceptation, 
« a truly honeft man ;” and I think 1 
may alſo add, a truly Engliſh character; 
but “ habeo, dixi ? immo habui fratrem 
„& amicum, Chreme !“ All this have 
I loſt in him. He is now in regard to 
this world no more than a mere idea ; 
and this idea, therefore, though deeply 
tinged with melancholy, I muſt, and ſure- 
ly ought to, cheriſh and preſerve. 

I believe ] wrote you ſome account of 
his ilIneſs laſt ſpring ; from which to all 
appearance he was tolerably well reco- 
vered. He took the air, and viſited 
about with me, during the warmer 
months of ſummer; but my pleaſare 
was of ſhort duration; “ Hefit lateri 
* lethalis arundo !” The pe:ipneumony 
under which he laboured in the ſpring had 
terminated in an adheſion of the lungs 
to the pleura, ſo that he could never he 
but upon his right ſide; and this, as the 
weather grew colder, occaſioned an ob- 
ſtruction that could never be ſurmounted. 

Though my reaſon fore warned me of 
the event, I was not the more prepared 
for it.---Let me not dwell upon it—It is 
altogether inſupportable in every reſpe& ; 
and my imagination ſeems more aſſiduous 

in 
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in educing pain from this eccahon, than 
| lever yet found it in adminiſtering to my 
pleaſure.— This hurts me to no purpoſe 
El know it; and yet, when I have avo- 
cated my thoughts, and fixed them for 
a while upon common amuſements, I 
ſuffer the lame ſort of conſciouſneſs as if 
were guilty of a crime, Believe me, 
this has ww the moſt ſenſible affliction I 
ever ſelt in my life; and you, who know 


my anxicty when I had far leis reaſon to 


complain, will more eaſily conceive it 
now, than I am able te deſcribe it. 

I cannot pretend to fill up my paper 
with my uſual ſubjects.— 1 ſhould thank 
you for your remarks upon my poetry ; 
but 1 deſpiſe poetry; and 1 might tell 

ou of all my little rural improvements; 

ut I hate them.--- What can I now ex- 
pet from my ſolitaty rambles through 
them, but a ſeries of melancholy reflec- 
tions and irkſome anticipations ?---Even 
the pleaſure I ſhould take in ſhewing 
them to yau, the greateſt they can. afford 
me, muſt be now greatly inferior to what 
it might formerly bave been. 

How have I proſtituted my forrow on 
occaſions that little concerned me! I am 
aſhamed to think of that idle © Elegy 
„upon Autumn,” when L have fo much 
- more important cauſe to hate and to con- 
demn it now; but the glare and gaiety 
of the ſpring is what 1 principally dread ; 
when | ſhall find all things reſtored but 
my poor brother, and ſomething like 
| thoſe lines of Milton will run tor ever in 

my thoughts : | 


„Thus, with the year, ; 
** Sraſons return; but not to me returns 
A brother's cordial tmile, at eve or morn.” 


I ſhall then ſcem to wake from amuſe- 
ments, company, every ſoit of -inebria- 
tion with which I have been endeavour- 
ing to lull my grief afleep, as from a 
dream; and I ſhall feel as it I were, 
that inſtant, deſpoiled of all I have 
chiefly valued for thirty years together ; 
of all my preſent happineſs, and all my 
future proſpets. The melody of. birds, 
which he no more muſt hear ; the cheer- 
ful beams of, the ſun, of which he no 
more muſt pirtake ; every wonted plea- 
{ure will produce that ſort. of pain to 
which my temper is moſt obnoxious. Do 
not confider this as poetry.---Poetry on 


ſuch occaſions is no more than literal 


truth. In the preſent caſe it is Jeſs; for 


EPISTLES. 


upon . yourſelf 


Book Iy, 


half the tenderneſs I feel is altogaie, 
ſhapeleſs and jnexprefbble. hy 
After all, the wiſdom of the warld 
may perhaps eſteem me. a gainee. II 
do they judge of this event, who think 
that any ſhadow of amends can be made 
for the death of a brother, and the dil. 
appointment of all my ſchemes, by the 
acceſſion of ſome fortune, which I never 
can enjoy | 
This is a mournful narrative: I will 
not, therefore, enlarge it.--- Among all 
changes and chances, I often think of 
you; and pray there may be no ſuſpicion | 
or jealouſy betwixt us during the reſt of 
our lives. I am, dear Sir, your's, &, | 


LETTER XXII. 
Mr. Shenflone to , EI. 


Dzar Ma. Was, July 22, 752 

I Do not know why I made you a pro. 
miſe of a pretty long letter. What 

1 now write will be but a moderate one, 
both in regud to length and ſtyle ;- yt 
write I muſt, par mamere d'acguit, and 
you have 2 2 four - pence expence 
or a parcel of nonſenſe, 

and to no manner of purpoſe, This is 
not tautology, you muſt obſerve; for 
nonſenſe ſometimes anſwers very conſi- 
derable purpoſes.-—In love, it is elo- 
quence itſelf.---In friendſhip, therefore, 
by all the rules of found logic, you mult 
allow it to be ſomething ; what I can- 
not ſay, ** nequeo monſtrare, & ſentio 
« tantum.” The principal part of 2 
correſpondence betwixt two idle men 
conſiſts in two important inquiries---what 
we do, and how we do z but as all per- 
ſons ought to give ſatisfaQtion before they 
expect to receive it, I am to tell you in 
the firſt place, that my own health is to. 


lerably good, or rather what I muſt call 


good, being, 1 think, much better than 
it has been this laſt half year.---Then a 
touching my occupation, alas ! * Othel- 
&« 1o's occupation's gone l I neither read 
nor write aught befides a few letters 
and 1 give myſelf up entirely to ſcenes 
of diſſipation ; lounge at my Lord Dud- 
ley's for near a week together; make 
dinners ; accept of invitations z fit up 
till three o'clock in the morning with 
young ſprightly married women, xa 


; and vin de payſans ; ramble 
2 fields; iſſue out orders to my 
bay-makers; foretell rain and fait wea- 
ther ; enjoy the fragrance of hay, the 
cocks, and the wind- rows; admire that 
univerſal lawn which is produced by 
the ſcythe 3 ſometimes inſpect, and draw 
mouldings for my carpenters ; ſometimes 
paper my walls, and at other times my 
ceilings 3 do every ſocial office that falls 
ig my way, but never ſeek out for any. 

« Sed vor quid tandem qua circum- 
« qolitas agilis thyma ? nou tu corpus 
« eras ſine pectore. Non tibi f ar vum in · 
« genium, non incuſtum eft '" In ſhort, 
what do you? and how do you do? 
that is all. 


Tell my young pupil, your ſon, he 


mutt by all manner of means ſend me a 
Latin letter and if he have any billet 
in French for Miſs Lea at The Grange, 
or even in Hebrew, ' Coptic, or Syriac, 
| will engage it ſhall be received very gra- 
ciouſly. Thither am I going to dinner 
this day, and there ** implebor weteris 
« Bacchi, pinguiſque ferine.” | 

All this looks like extreme jollity ; but 
1s this the true ſtate of the caſe, or may 


| not more properly apply the 


« Spem dultu imulat, premit atrum corde 
'* d:lorem,” 


Accept this ſcrawl in place of a letter, 
and believe me your's, &c. 


LETTER XXIII. 


Mr. Shenflone to Mr. G——, on the Re- 
ceipt of bis Picture. 


The Leafowes, 
Din Mn, G—, October 3, 1752. 
Au very unfeignedly aſhamed to re- 
bebt how long it is ſince I received 

your preſent, and how much longer it is 

unce ] received your leiter. I have been 
relolying to write to you almoſt daily ever 
lnce you left me; yet have fooliſhly 
enough permitted avocations (of infi- 
nitely lels importance than your corre- 
londence) to interfere with my gratitude, 
my intereſt, and my inclination, What 
wolopy | have to make, though no way 
equate to my negligence, is in ſhort 

% follows. After the receipt of your 

ler, I deferred writing till I could 

liest of the arival of your picture.— 


This did not happen till about a month. 
or five weeks ago, when I was embar- 
raſſed with maſons, carvers, carpenters, 
and company, all at a tune. And though 
it were idle enough to ſay, that L could 
not find one vacant hour for my purpoſe, 
yet in truth my head was fo contuled by 
theſe multifarious diſtractions, that I could 
have written nothing ſatisfactory either 
to mylelt or you ; nothing worth a ſin- 
gle penny, ſuppoſing the poſtage were to 
colt you no more. The workmen had 
not finiſhed my rooms a minute, when 
Lady Luxborough, Mrs. Davies, and 
Mr. Outing arrived, with five fervants 
and a ſet of horſes, to (tay with me for 
ſome time. After a nine days viſit, 1 
returned with them to Barrels, where 1 
continued for a week; and whither (by 
the way) I go again with Lord Dudley 
in about a fo: tnight's time. Gther com- 
pany filled up the interſtices of my ſum- 
mer ; and I hope my dear friend will ac- 
cept of this apology for ſo long a chaſm 
of filence, during which I have been 
uniformly at his ſervice, and true to that 
inviolable fiiendſhip I ſhall ever bear 
him. 


I proceed now to thank you for the 


diſtinction you ſhew me, in ſending me 


your picture: I do it very fincerely. It 


is aſſuredly a ſt ong likeneſs, as my Lady 


Luxborough with all her ſervants that 
have ſeen you pronounce, as well as I; 
conſequently more valuable to a friend 
than a face he does not know, though it 
were one of Raphael's. The ſmile about 
the mouth is bad; as it agrees but ill 
with the gravity of the eyes, and as a 
ſmile ever fo little outre has a bad effect 
in a picture where it is conftant, though 
it may be ever ſo graceful in a perſon 
where it is tranſitory, However, this may 
be altered, when I can meet with a good 
painter, I have no other objection, but 
to the prominence of the belly, The 
hair, I think, is good; and the coat aud 
band no way exceptionable. I have 
given it all the advantage I can: it has 
a good light, and makes part of an ele- 
gant chimney- piece in a genreel, though 
little breakfaſt-room, at the end of my 
houſe, | 

Mr. Whiſtler and I are now upon good 
terms, and two or three friendly letters 
have been interchanged betwixt us. He 
prefſes me to come to Whitchurch, and 
I him to come over to The Leaſowes ; 


but 
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but the winter cometh, when no man 


can viſit, — The diſpute is adjuſted by 


time, whilit we are arguing it by expoſ- 
tulation, No uncommon event in molt 
ſublunary projects ! 

Lady Luxborough ſaid very extraor - 
dinary things in praife of Mis. G 


cerely believe no more than the deſerves. 


I took the liberty of ſhewing her your 


letter here, as it included a compliment 


to her which I thought particularly gen- 


teel.—Sde will always conſider you as a 
perſon of genius, and her friend. 

During moſt of this ſummer (wherein 
I have ſeen much company either here 


or at Lord Dudley's), I have been al- 


molt conſtantly engaged in one continued 
ſcene of jollity. I endeavoured to find 
relief from ſuch fort of diſſipation; and, 
when I had once given into it, I was 
ebiiget to proceed; as, they ſay, is the 
caſe when 
paint. Mine was a ſort of painting ap- 
plied to my temper—** Jem wultu ſimu- 
« lare, fremere atrum corde ablorem.“ 
And the moment I left it off, my ſoul 
appeared again all haggard and forlorn. 
My company has now deſerted me; the 


ſpleen-fogs begin to 1iſe ; and the terri- 
ble incidents of laſt winter revive apace 


in my memory. This is my ftate of 
mind, While I write you theſe few lines; 
yet, I thank God, my health is not 
much amiſs. ; | 

I do not forget my promiſe of a box, 
&c. to Mis. G-—. I had a dozen ſent 
me, one or two of which I could have 
liked, had they been better finiſhed. 
They were of a good oval, white enamel, 
with flowers, &c. but horribly gilt, and 
not accurately painted. I beg my beſt 
ſervice to her, and will make a freſh 
elſay. My dearelt fiiend, accept this 
awkward letter for the preſent, In a 


few potts, 1 will write again. —Believe 


me your's from the bottom of my ſoul. 


1 will ſend you a label for made-wine, 
after my own plan, It is enamel, with 
grapes, thepherd's pipe, &c. The motto 
« Vis de Paiſan.“ 


 " iter you left us at Barrels; yet I n= 


ſons d:{: viſe their faces with 


EPISTLES. Boy, 


LETTER xx. 


horle, and ride to Harbury this in. 
Rant, I ſhould much more willingly do 
than begin this letter. Such terrible 
events have happened to us, ſince we 
faw each other laſt, that, however ich. 
ſome it may be to dwell upon them, it is 
in the {ame degree unnatural to ſubſtitutr 
any ſubject in their place. 
do ſincerely forgive your long filence, 
my good friend, indeed I do; though it 
gave me uneafineſs. I hope you do the 
lame by mine. I own, I could not readily 
account for the former period of your's, 


any otherwiſe than by ſuppoſing that | 


had faid or done ſomething, in the levity 
of my heart, which had given you di- 
guſt ; but being conſcious to myſelf of 
the moſt ſincere regard for you, and be- 
lieving it could never be diſcredited for 
any trivial inadvertencies, I remember, 
I continued till in expeRation of a leitet, 
and did not dream of writing till ſuch 
time as I had received one. I truſted 
you would write at laſt ; and that by all 
my paſt endeavours to demonſtrate my 
friendſhip, you would believe the tree was 


rooted in my heart, whatever irregularity 


you might obſerve in the branches, 
This was my fituation before that 
dreadful ia which gave me fuch a ſhock 
as to baniſh my beſt friends for a time 
out of my memory. And when they te- 
curred, as they did the firſt of any thing, 
I was made acquainted with that deplora- 
ble misfortune of your's | Believe me,! 
ſympathiſed in your affliction, not with- 
ſtanding my own ; but alas ! what com- 


fort could I adminiſter, who had need 
of every poſſible aſſiſtance to ſupport 


myſelf? I wrote indeed a few letters 
wuh difficulty; amongſt the reſt, one to 
my friend Graves; but it was to vent my 
complaint. I will ſend you the letter, if 
you pleaſe, as it is by far my leaſt pain- 
ful method of conveying you ſome 2c. 
count of my fituation. Let it convince 
you, that I could have written nothing 
at that time, which could have been of 
any ſervice to you; let it afford you 

| * 
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leaſt, a Faint ſketch of my deareſt bro- 
wer's character; but let it not appear an 
ollentatious diſplay of ſorrow, of which 
[ am by no means guilty. I know but 
too well that 1 diſcovered upon the oc- 
caſion, what ſome would call an unman- 
ly tendernels ; but I know allo, that ſor- 
row upon ſuch ſubjects as theſe is very 


conſiftent with virtue, and with the moſt. 


abſolute reſignation to the juſt decrees 
o. Proridence “ Hominis eft enim affict 
« Ahlore, ſentire ; reſiſtere tamen & ſolatia 
« admittere, non ſolatiis non egere.” Pliny. 
—] drank, purchaſed amuſements, never 
ſuffered myſelf to be a minute without 
company, no matter what, ſo it was but 
continual. At length, by an attention 
to ſuch converſation and ſuch amuſements 
as | could at other times deſpiſe, I forgot 
o far as to be cheerful. —And after this, 
the ſummer, through an almoſt conſtant 
ſucceſſion of lively and agreeable viſitants, 
proved even a ſcene of jollity. It was 
nebriation all, though of a mingled na- 
ture; yet has it maintained a fort of 
truce with grief, till time can aſſiſt me 
more effectually by throwing back the 
event to a diſtance. Now, indeed, 
that my company has all forſaken me, 
and Jam delivered up to winter, ſilence, 
and refleQion, the incidents of the laſt 
year revive apace in my memory; and I 
am even aſtoniſhed to think of the gaiety 
of my ſummer. The fatal anniverſary, 
the © dies quem ſemper acerbum, &c.“ 
is beginning to approach, and every face 
of the ſky ſuggetts the ideas of laſt win- 
ter. Yet I find myſelf cheerful in com- 
pany ; nor would I recommeng it to you 
to be much alone, You Maid lay the 


higheft obligation upon me by coming 


over at this time, I preſſed your bro 
ther, who I ſaw at Birmingham, to 
ule his influence with you; but if you 
can by no maus undertake the journey, 
I will tike e ſpecdieſt bpportunity of 
ſceing you at Harbury, Mr. Miller in- 
vited ine fre: aguſly to meet Dr. Lyttel- 


1 


ton a s eh bur I believe my moſt. 


con en on will be, when my Lord 
D dc 2245 Burels; for J cao but 
ill bea. * P21 hvene(s of a long ard 
lovely expeditiop. Aſter all. it you 
coul come fucher firft, it would afford 
me e mo entire ſatisfaction. I have 
beet waking alterations in my houſe that 
would anale you ; and have many mate 
ters to Ciicouifſe with you, which it 


E N: 
would be endleſs to mention 


v7 
upon paper. 


Adieu! my dear friend! May your 
merit be known to ſome one who has 
greater power to ſerve you than myſelf ; - 
but be aſſured, at the ſame time, that ne 
one loves you better, or eſteems you more. 


LETTER XXV. 


From the ſame to the ſame. 


The Leaſowes, 

DAR Mx. Jaco, Feb. 27, 1753. 
1 WxroTE you ſome account of myſelf, 

and incloſed ſome trivial criticiſms, in 
a letter I ſent you about a fortnight ago, 
which I hope you have received. Tom 
comes now to inquire after your health, 
and to bring back iny Ode to Colonel 
« Lyttelton;” in regard to which, I de- 
fire that you will not be ſparing of your 
animadverſions. I whiſpered my difficul- 
ties to Mr. Miller at Hagley, how deli- 
cate I found the ſubject, and how hard it 
was to ſatisfy either myſelf or others ; in 
all which points he agreed with me, Ne- 
vertheleſs, having twice broken my pro- 
miſe of ſending a corrected copy to Sir 
George, I was obliged to make my peace 
by a treſh one, which, I ſuppoſe, I muſt 
of neceſſity perform. Give me your 
whole ſentiments hereupon, I beſeech 
you; in particular and in general, as a 


critic and as a friend. The bad ſtate f 


ſpirits which I complained of in my lat, 
for a long time together made me utterly 
irreſolute; every thing occaſioged me 
ſuſpenſe ; and 1 did nothing with appe- 
tite. This was owing in a great — 
to a flow nervous fever, as I have fnce 
diſcovered by _ concurrent ſymp- 
toms. It is now, I think, wearing off 
by degrees. I ſcem to anticipate a little 
ot that “ yernal delight” which Milton 
mentions, and thinks | 


Able to chaſe 
All ſadneſs, but deſpair,” 


At leaſt, I begin to reſume my filly clue 
of hopes and expectations; which I know, 
however, will not guide me to any thing 
more ſatisfactory than before. 

I have read ſcarce any new books this 
ſeaſon. Voltaire's new tragedy was ſent 
me from London; but what has given 
me the moſt amuſement, has been the 
„% Lettres de Madame de Maintenon.“ 
You have probably read them already in 

Engliſh, 


648 ELEGANT 


Engliſh, and then I need not recommend 
mem. The © Life of Lord Boling- 
* broke” is entirely his public life, and 
the book three parts filled with political 
remarks, | 

As to writing, I have not attempted 
it this year and more; nor do I know 
when I ſhall again. However, I would 
de glad to correct that“ Ode to the 


„ Dutcheſs of Someriet, when once 1 


can find in whoſe hands it is depoſited. 
I was ſhewn a very elegant letter of het's, 
the other day; wherein ſhe aſks for it 
with great politene(s ; and as it includes 
nothing but a love of rural life, and ſuch 
fort of amuſements as ſhe herſelt approves, 
I hall Rand a good chance of having it 
received with partiality. She lives the 
life of a religieuſe. She has written my 
Lady Luxborough a very ſerious letter of 
condolence upon the misfortune in her 
family ; and need enough has Lady Lux- 
horough of ſo unchangeable a friend! 
ſor ſure nothing could have happened to 
a perſon in her ſituation more ſpecifically 
unfortunate. Mr, Reynolds has been at 
Barrels, I hear, and has brought her a 
machine that goes into a coat-pocket, yet 
anſwers the end of * a jack for boots, a 
*« reading-deſk, a cribbage-board, a pair 
« of ſnuffers, a ruler, an eighteen-inch- 

„ rule, three pair of nut-cracks, a lemon- 
| ſqueezer, two candleſticks, a picquet- 
* board, and the Lord knows what be- 
6% fide.” Can you foim an idea of it? 
If you can, do you not think it muſt give 
me pazjp to refle&, that I myſelf am uſe- 
+ ful for no fort of purpoſe, when a paltry 
hit of wood can anſwer ſo many? But, 
indeed, whilſt it pretends to theſe exploits, 
it pertorms nothing well; and thetein I 
agree with it. So true it is, with regard 
. tv me, what I told you long ago, 

«© Multa & preclara minantem 
« Viverenec recte, nec juaviter !" 

We have a turnpike-bill upon the point 
of being brought into the Houſe of Com- 
mons: it will convey you about halt the 
way betwixt Birmingham and Hales, and 
f.om thence to Hagley; but, I wuſt, 
there will be a left-hand attraction, which 
will always make you deviate from the 
ſtrait line. 

 thould be aſhamed to reflect how 
much I hive dwelt upon myſelf in this 
letter, but that I ſeriouſly approve of 
egotiſm in leiters; and were 1 not to do 


EPISTLES. Bock ly 


ſo, I ſhould not have any other ſubjeg, 
I have not a fingle neighbour, that is 6. 
ther fraught with politene(s, literature 
or intelligence; much leſs ave I a tid 
of ſpirits to ſet my invention afloat; by 
the leſs I am able ts amuſe you, the mot 
deſirous am I of your letters; which zl. 
ford me the trueſt entertainment, em 
when my ſpirits are ever ſo much de. 
preſſed. 

That univerſal cheerfulneſs which i 
the lot of ſome people, perſons that you 
and I may envy at the,ſame time tha 
we deſpiſe, is worth all that either for. 
tune or nature can beſtow. 

I am, with entire affection, your's, 


LETTER XXVI. 


1. Shenflone to' Mr. Grinuch os th 
Death of Mr. Whiſtler, 


8 The Leaſowes, 
Dran Ma. Graves, June , 1754. 
"PHE melancholy . account of our dear 

friend Whiſtler's death was conveyed 
to me, at the ſame inſtant, by your's and 
by his brother's letter. I have written to 
his brother this poſt ; though I am very 
ill able to write upon the ſubject, and 
would willingly have waved it longer, 
but for decency. The triumvirate, which 
was the greateſt happineſs and the greatef 
pride of my life, is broken ! The fabric 


of an ingenuous and diſintereſted fiiend- 


ſhip has loſt a noble column ! yet it may, 
and will, I truſt, endure till one of vs be 
laid as low. In truth, one can ſo little 
ſatisfy one's ſelf with what we fay upon 
ſuch fad occaſions, that I made thiee or 
four eflays before I could endure what | 
had written to his brother.--Be ſo good 
as excuſe me to him as well as you can, 
and eftabliſh me in the good opinion of 
him and Mr, Walker. 

Poor Mr. Whiftler ! how do all our 
little ſtrifes and bickerments appear to vs 
at this time ! yet we may with comfort 
reflect, that they were not of a ſort that 
touched the vitals. _ _ 1 ; _ 
I may ſay, that we fondly loved and el- 
W each other, of necefſity—** Tales 
« animas otortuit efſe concordes. Poo! 
Mr. Whittler ! not a fingle acquaintance 
have I made, not GO þ g's 8 

Tel pur ed, n ng1e em- 
riotity have pu chaſed, * nat 
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bellimment have I given to my place, 
fiiice he was laſt here, but I have had his 
approbation and his amuſement in my 


eye, I will afſ-ir: dly in{cribe my larger 
urn to his memory; nor mall I pa's it 


- without a pleafing intlancholy during the 


remain ler of my das. We have cach 
of us received a pleaſmie ſrom his con- 


verſation; which no othe: converſation can 


alf ud us at our preſcat time ot life. 
Adieu! my dear friend! may our re- 
me:nhrance of the perſon we have lol he 
the firong and eve Jaiting cement of our 
affection! Allure Mr S nn Wiler of 
the 1egard | have for hun, upon bis 0 wn 
2ccount, as well as his brother's. Write 


tome; directly if you have (Pport-inity. 


Wh-ther you have or ro, believe me to 
be ever mon affectionately your's. 
I beg my compliments to Mrs. Graves. 


TE TER. XEVL 


From the ſame to the ſame, on hearing 
that bis Letters to Mr. Whiſtler were 
deſlroye d. 

N ä The Leaſowes, 
Drag Ma. Craves, Ott. 23, 1754. 
1 is certainly ſome argument of a pe- 
culjari'y in the efteem I brar you, that 

| feel a readineſs td acquaint you with. 

more of my foibles than I care to truſt 
with any other perſon. I believe nothing 
ſhews us more plainly cither the different 

Gegrers or kinds of regard that we enter- 

en tor ow ſeveral tiiends (I may alſo 

aaa the difference of their cha acters), 
tan the ordinary tyle and tenor of the 
letters we addteſs ro them. | 

[ confes to you, that I am confider- 
ably mortifie by Mr. John W—'s con- 
duct in 1egard to my letters io his bro- 


tier; and, rather than they (ſhovid have 


been ſo unnecefſa. ily deſtroyed, would 
ve given more money than it 1s allow- 


Ale for me to mention with decency. I 


| ok ypon my letters as ſome of my chef- 
d @utresz and, could I be ſuppoſed to 
nave the lealt pretenfions io propriety of 
ſtyle or ſentiment, 1 ſhould imagine it 
muft appear, principally, in my letters 
% his brother, and one or two more 
Iriends, I conſidered them as the records 
of a fie, dſhip that will be always dear 
o me, ard as the hiſtory of my mind 
tor theſe twenty years laſt paſt. The 
z ulement I ſhoul4 have found in the per- 
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u'al of them would have been altogether 
innocent; and I would gladly have pre- 
ſe ved them, if it were only tv explain 
thole which I ſhall preſerve of his bro- 
ther's. Why he ſhould allow either me 


or then fo very little weight as not to 


corfult me with egard to them, I can by 
no means conceive L[ ſuppoſe it is not 
u cuſto ny to return the % the ſurviv- 
ing find. 1 had no an {wer to the letter 
winch I wrote Mr. J. W — I received 
a ri. g trom ni ; but as I thousht it an 
ina quae emorial of the fiiendihip 
winch hs br ther had for me, I gave it 
to my ft vant the moment I received it; 
at the laue time I have a eat ſtandiſh, 
0:1 which [ cauſed the lines Mr. W.— left 
with it to be iaſeribed, and which ap- 
peais o me a much more agreeable re- 
membrancer. 

I have icad your new production with 
pleaſ re; and as this letter begins with 
a confeſſion of fothles, I will own, that 
through mere lazineſs I have ſent you 
back your copy in which 1 have made 


ſome eraſements, inſtead of giving you 


my reaſons on which thoſe eraſements 
were foundeil. Truth is, it ſeems to me 
to want mighty few variations trom what 
is now the preſent text; and that, upon 
one more peruial, you will be able to 
give it as much perfection as you mean it 
to have. And yet, did I ſuppoſe you 
would inſert it in Dodiley's Collection, as 
1 ice no reaſon you have to the contrary, 
I would take any pains about it that you 
ſhould defire me. I muſt beg another 
copy, at your leiſure. 

1 fhould like the inſcription you men- 
tion upon a real ttone-urn, Which you 
purchaſe very reasonable at Bath: but 
you muſt nut riſque it upon the vaſe you 
mention, on any account whatever. 

Now I mention Bath; I mutt acquaint 

you, that I have rece'ved intelligence 
trom the younger Dodiley, that his bro- 
ther is now there, and that none of the 
papers I ſent him are yet ſent to peſs; 
that he expects his bother home about 
the fourth or fifth of November, when 
ie p octeds with his publication. Poſh- 
bly you may go to Bath whilſt he is there, 
and, if ſo, may chuſe to have an inter- 
view. 

I ſhall ſend two or three little pieces of 
my own, in hopes that you will adjuſt the 
reading, and retuin them as ſoon as you 
conveniently can. All I can fend 16+ 


4 I night 
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night is this „ Ode to Memory.” I 
ſhall in the laſt place deſire your opinion 
as to the manner of placing what is ſent. 
The firſt pages of his Miſcellany muſt be 
already fixed. I think to piopoſe ours 
for the laſt; but as to the older, it will 
depend entirely upon you, | 
Adieu! in other words, God bleſs 
you II have company at the table all 
the time I am writing. Your ever melt 


affectionate, &c. 


* 
* 
by o 


LEER XXVIII. 
Mr. Weſt to Mr. Gray. 
Chriſt Church, Nov. 14, 17 35. 


you: uſe me very. cruelly: you have 
ſent me but one letter ſince I have 


been at Oxford, and that too agreeable 


not to make me ſenſible how. great my 
loſs is in not having more. Next to ſee- 
ing you is the pleaſu:e of ſeeing your hard- 
writing; next to hearing you is the pleaſure 
of hearing from you. Really and ti cerely 
I wonder at you, that you thought it not 
worth while to anſwer my laſt letter, 1 
hope this will have better ſucceſs in be- 
half of your quondam {chool-ftellow ; in 
behalf ut one who has walked hand in 
hand with you, like the two children in 
the wood, 


Thro' many a flowery path end ſhelly grot, 


Where learning lull'd us in her private 
maze. | 


The very thought, you ſee, tips my pen 


with poetry, and brings Eton to my view, 
Conſider me very leriouſly here in a 
ſtrange country, inhabited by things that 
call themfelves Dobtors and Matters of 
Arts; a countiy flowing with lyllogiſins 


and ale, where Horace and Virgil are 


equally unknown; corfider we, I ſay, 
in this melarcholy light, ard then think 
if ſomcthing be not due to your's, &c. 


P. S. I d:fire you will ſend me ſoon, 
and truly and poſitively, “ a hiſtory ot 


your own time. 


* * Aning to his grandfather's hiſtory. 
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LETTER XXX 
Mr. Gray to Mr. We, 


Cambridge, May 8, 1936. 

PEuur me again to write to you, 

though I have ſo long neglefted wy 
duty, and forgive my brevity, when [ 
tell you it is occaſioned wholly by the 
hurry I am in to get to a place where | 
expect to meet with no other pleaſur: 
than the ſight of you; for I am preparing 
for London in a few days at furtheſt, | 
do not wonder in the lealt at your frequer: 
blaming my indolence, it ought rather 
to be called ingiatitude, and I am obliged 
to your goodneſs for lottening ſo harſh 
an appellation. When we meet it will, 
however, be my greateſt of pleaſures t» 
know what you do, what you read, and 
how you ſpend your time, &c, &c. and 
to tell you what I do not read, and how | 
do not, &c, tor almoſt all the employ- 
ment of my hours may be beſt explained 
by negatives; take my word and experi- 
ence upon it, doing nothing js a moſt 
amuſing buſineſs ; and yet neither ſome- 
thing nor nothing gives me any plealure. 
When you have ſeen one of my days, you 
have ſren a while year of my life; they 
£0 round and round like the blind horſe 
in the mill, only he has the ſatisfaction 
of farcying he makes a progrels, and 
gets ſome ground; my eyes are open 
enough to lee the fame dull proſpect, and 
to know that having made four-and- 
twenty ſteps more, I ſhall be juſt wheie 
I was; I may, better than moſt people, 
ſay my life is but a ſpan, were | not afraid 
let you ſhould not believe that a perſon 
ſo ſhort-lived could write even fo long 1 
letter as this; in ſhort, 1 believe 1 mull 
not ſend you the hiſtory of my own tupe, 
til] I can fend you that alſo of the reform- 
ation 1. However, as the molt vnde- 
{:rving people in the world muſt ſure have 
the vanity to wiſh ſomebody had a regard 
for them, ſo I need not wonder at my 
own, in being pleaſed that you care about 
me. You need not doubt therefore, of 
having a firſt row in the front box of my 
little heat, and I believe you are not in 
danger of being crowded there; it is aſkł- 
ing you to an old play, indeed, but you 


+ Carrying on the alluſion to the ether 
hiſtory written by Mr. V/ctt's grangtather, 
WII! 


* 
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will be cadid enough to excuſe the whole 
i-ce for the ſake of a few tolerable lines, 


For this little while pait I have been 


playing with Statius ; we yelterday hat a 
game at quoits together: you will eaſily 
t-rgive me for having broke his head, as 
vou have a little pique to him. | fend 


vou my tranſlation “, which I did not en- 


rag? in becauſe I liked that past af the 
poems nor do [ now, ſend it to you be- 
cauſe I think it deterves it, but merely 
i» ew you how I miſpend my days, 


Thi-d4 in the labouts of the D ſc came on, 
Wh Qtuzdy ftep and Now, H ppomedon: 
Aitful and ſtrong he pois'd the well J 
known weight, a | 
By Falegyas warned, and fired by Mneſ Þ 
theus' fate," | 
That to avoid, and this to emulate, 
ereus arm he try'd be ore be flung, 
Vidal his nerves, and every (new une; 
Then with a tempen's whirl and waryeve, 


Puitued his caſt, and hw I'd the orb on high; 


The orb on high tenacious of its courſe, 


True to the mighty arm that gave it force, 


Pai overl-aps all bounds, ant joys to ſce 

It ancient lord f<cure of victory, 

The theatres green height and woody wall 

Trembie ere it precipitates its fall, 

The ponderous mals ſinks in the cl-aving 
grount, 

While vales and woods and echoing hills 
re00und. 

As when trom ZEtna's ſnoking ſummit broke, 

The eyeir{s Cyclops heav'd the ctaggy rock; 

Where Ocean frets beneath the dathing oar, 

Ans pa ting ſurges round the vellcl roar 

Twas there he aim'd the meditate harm, 

And Larce UlyT-« ſ-aped his gent aim, 

A typger's pride the victor bore away, 

With native ſpots and artiul labour gay. 

A ſhining border round the margin foll'd, 


And calm'a the terror of his claws in gold, & c. 


on, 


LETTER XXX: 


Mr. Wet to Mr. Gray. 


Chrin Church, Av 24, 1736. 

| AGREE with von tha! von have hroke 

Siatius's head, but it is in like manner 
4 Apollo broke Hyacinth's, you have 
tvked him infinitely at his own weapon; 
| mult inſiſt on ſceing the reſt of your 
tanſlition, ar then 1 wlll examine It 
ernire, auch compare it with the Latin, 

E. This conſilted of about to ns which 
Wore {a 7 : 
brit attempt in Engitt verfſ-, is is a curiolty 
191 V=entirely withhold trom the reader. 


l-parately, 2nd as it was Mr. C avs. 


and he very wiſe and ſevere, and put on 
an inflexible face, ſuch as becomes the 
character of a true lon of Ariftirchus, of 
hyper-critical memory. Ia the mean while, 
And calm'd the terrors of his claws in gold, 


is exactly Statius Summos auro manſue- 
ver at ungut. | erer knew before that 
the golden fangs on hammer-cloths were 
ſo old a faſhion, Your Hymeneal + I 
was told was the belt in the Cambridge 
Collection before I ſaw it, and, indeed, it 
is No great compliment to tell you 1. 
thought it ſo when I had ſeen it, but fin- 
cereiy it pleaſed me belt. Methinks the 
college bards have run into a ſtrange taſte 
on this occaſion. Such ſoft unm-aning 


uff about Venus and Cupid, and Peleus 


ard Thetis, and Zephyrs and Dryads, 
was never read; As for my poor little 
Keclogue, it has bren condemned and be- 
headed by our Weſtminſter judges; an 
exordium of ahout ſixteen lines ab olutely 
cur off, and its other limbs quartered in a 
moll barbarous manner. I will f-nd it 
vou in my next as my true and lawful 
heir, in excluſion of the pretender, who has 
the unpudence 10 appear und-r my name. 
As yet | have not looked into Sir Iſaac. 


Public diſputations I hate; mathematics 


I reverence : hiſtory, morality, and na- 
tural philoſophy, have the greateſt charmy 
in my eye; but who can forget poetry ? 
they call it idleneſs, but it s ſurely the 
moſt enchanting thing in the world, ** ac 
« dulce otium & pœne omni negotio pul- 
& chrius.” I am, dear Sir, your's, &c. . 


A 


LEELT ER XXIL 
Mr. Gray to Mr. Weſt. 


Peterhouſe, Dec. 1736. 

Od muſt know that I do not take de- 
grees, and, after this term, ſhall 
have nothing more of college impertinen- 
cies to undergo, which I truſt will be 


ſome pleaſure to you, as it is a great one 


to me, I haveendured lectures daily and 
hourly fince I came laſt, ſupported by 
the hopes of being ſhortly at full liberty 
oe myſelf up to my friends and claſh - 
cal companions, who, poor fouls! though 
I iee them fallen into great contempt with 


+ Publiſhed in the Cambridge Collection 
ol Vesiey on the Prince of Wales's Martiag. 
moſt 
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moſt people here, yet I cannot help ſtick- 
ing to them, und out of a ſpirit of obſti- 
nacy (I think) love them the hetter for 
it; and indeed, what can 1 do &Iſ- ? Muſt 
I piunge into metaphyſics ? Alas, I can- 
not hei the dark; nature has not fur- 
niſned me with the optics of a cat. Muſt 
I po'e upon mathematics? Alas, I cannot 
fee in too much light; I am no can le, 
It is very poſſible that two and two make 
tour, but I Would not give tou ta things 
to demonſtrate this ever fo clearly; and 
if theſe be the profics of ite, give me 
the am ſemenis of ir. Tb. people I 


 bhebold all around me, it ſechs, know all 


this and more, and yet | do not know cne 
of them who wſpues ne with ay amby- 
tion of being like him. Surely in was of 
this place, „ Camby 1g, bu! formerly 
known by the name of Babyl»: . thai the 
Prophet fpuke wh-n he fri, the wild 
« realts of he .lefert ſhall dwell thee, 
6 and their hoſes all be full of doleful 
cc creatures, and wels ſhall build there, 
« and fatyrs ſhall dance there; their 
4 forts and towers ſhall be a den for 
© ever, a joy of wild aſſes; there ſhall 
« the great owl make her nefi, an! lay 
& and hatch and gather under he: ſha- 
« dow ; n ſhall be a court of dragons ; 
«© the ſcre ch-owl alſo hall reft here 
« and find for herſelf a place of rett.” 
You 1ee here is a pretty colle gion of de 
folate animals, which is verifi:d in this 
town to a titile, and pr: ha s mag alſo 
allude to you: habitation, for you no 
all types may be tiken by ahundance of 
handles; however 1 deity your owls to 
ma'ch mine 

It the default of your ſpirits and nerves 


be nothin: but the effect of the hyp, 1 
have no more to fay. We all miſt ſub- 


mit to that way wa: queen ; 1 too in no 
ſmall degree own her ſway, | 


I fer ber influen e while Iſpeak her power, 


But if it be a real dittempe:, pray rake 


more care of your health, it not for your 


' own, at leaſt for our fakes, and do not be 


ſo ſoon weary of this litile world: 1 do 
not now what refined friendſh ps you 
may have contrated in the other, but 
piay do not be in a hurry to fee your ac- 
quaintance above; among your terreſ- 
trial tamiliais, however. though I fay it 


that ſhould not (ay ir, there poſitively is 


not one that has a greater eſteem for ycu 
than your's molt ſincerely, &c. 


I ot, for the world, you would have in- 


2 great refpeRt for your con: oiſſeurs that 


£ 


Book IV, 


LETTER EXIT 
Mr. Weft to Mr. Gray. 


Chriſt Church, Dec, 22, 1136, 

1 CONGRATULATE on on your being 
about to leave college; and rejoice 
much you cairy no egiees with You, 
For 1 would not have you dig ified, and 


ſulted me fo. My eyes, ſuch as they 
are, like your's, ae neither metaphyſical 
nor mathema ical; I have nevertheleſ, 


way, but a+ always contented to be their 

hu mbl- admirer Your colle&ion of de. 
ſola e ani nals leaſed me much: but Ox. 

ford, I can aſſme vou, has her owls-that 

match your's, and the propheſy has cer- 

tai ly a ſq int that way. Well, you are 
leaving this diſmal land of bondage, and 
which way are yu turning your face? 
Your frie ds, indeed, may be happy in 
you, but what will you do with you! claf. 
fic companions ? An inn of court 1s as 
horrid, a place as a olle e, 'and a moot 
eſe is as dear io gentle duluels as a hl. 
login Bit whereve: you go, let me 
beg you not to thiow potty « hke a 
© nauſcous weed away: chenſhi 8\wee' 
in your boſom, they will ſerve you now 
and then to correct the diſeuſting fober 
follies of the common law: mr/ce flullinan 
concilus brevem. dulce eft drſipere in loco; 
fo fat Horace to Vireil, thole two fors 
of Anak in poetry, and fo fa: I to you, 
in this degenerate land of pigmies, 

M x with your grave d«fiens a little pleaſure, 
Each day of bufinrls has its hour of Jrifure, 
In one of theſe hours J hope, dear Sir, 
you will ſometimes think of me, writeto, 

me, and know me you's. | 

"Efaide, A xte vow Iva def d 

that is, Weite freely to me and openly, 
as I do to you, and to give you A proof 
of it have ſemi you an elegy of Tibullus 
tranilated. Tibullus, you muſt know, 
is my favourite elegiac poet : for his lan- 
guage is more elegant and his thou hits 
more natural than Ovid's. Ovid excels 
him ovly in wit, of which no poet had 
moe in my opinion. The 1ealon I chooſe 
% melancholy a kind of poeſy, is becauſe 
my low fpirits and conflant ill health 
(things in me not imaginary, as you ſur- 
miſe, but too real, alas! and I fear, 
conſtitutional) © have tun'd my hear! ie 


«© elegirs 


Sedt. I. 


i elegies of woe; and this likewiſe is the 
reaſon why Jam the moſt irregular thing 
alive at colle;e, for yon may depend 
gjon it I value my health above what 
they call diſcipline. As for this poor un- 
licked thing of an elegy, pray cinciſe it 
unmerce fully, for 1 (end it with that in- 
tent, Indecd your late tranſlation of Sta- 
tivs might have deterred me, but I know 


you are not more able to excel others, 


than you are apt to forgive the want of 
excellence. ef;ecially when it is ou d in 
the productions of your moſt fincere 
friend. 


LETTER XAENUT 


Mr. Gray to Mr Walpole. 


Peterheufſe, D-c. 23, 1736. 

OU can never weary me with the re- 

1 petition of avy thing that males me 
ſenüble of your kind) ets ; ft11ce that has 
den the only idea of any ſocial happi- 
neſs that 1 have alu olt ever received, 
and which (hegsing your pardon for 
thinking ſo differently from you in (ſuch 


caſes) 1 would be no means have par ed. 


with to an exemption from all the un- 
eihneſſes mixed with eit; but it would be 
n juſt o imagine my talle was ary rule 
for your's ; for which rtaſon my let ers 
are ſhorter and leſs frequent than they 
would re, ad 1 any materials but myſelf 
6 extertain you with. Love and bien 
\ugar mult be a oper regale for one cf 
your gout and, alas! you know, ] am hy 
trade a grocer ®,” Scandal (it 1 had any) 
is a nerctandize vou do not \p utels 
dreiig in; now and then, indeed, and 
to oh'1ge a friend, you may perhaps flip 
a little out of your pocket, as a de- 
cayed ger tle woman would a piece of right 
mechl , or a little quantity of un tea, 
bt this only now and then, not to make 
a practice of it, Monſters ap ert2ining 
to this climate you have ſeen already, 
doh. wet à d dry. So cu perceive 
withiz how narrow hounds my pen is 
en cumſcribed, and the whole contents of 
m ſhare in our correſpondence may he 
e uted unde the two heads of iſt, You, 
zdly, | ; the firft is, inder d, a ſarJect to 
expati.ite upon, but you might: laugh at 
me for 1a}king about what I do not un- 


A man who deals only in coarſe 


12d ordinary A 
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derftand ; the ſecond is fo tiny, ſo tire- 
fome, that you ſhall hear no moce of it 
than that it is ever your's. 


LETTER XXXIV. 


Mr. Weſt to My. Gray. 


Chriſt Chuich, July 4, 1737. 

I Have been very ill, and am (till hard 

ly recovered, Do you remember 
-legy Sh, Book the 3d, of Tihullus, Pos 
tenet, &c. and do you remember a letter 
of Mr. Pope's, in ficknefs, to Mr. 
Sicele ? This melancholy elegy ard this 
melancholy letter I turned into a mare 
m-lapcholy epittle of my own, during my 
ficknels, in the way of imitation ; and 


this I ſerd to you and my friends at Cam- 
bridge, not to divert them, for it can- 
not, but mc re ly to ſhe w them how lincere : 


I was when ſick : 1 hope my ſending it 
to them now may convince them I am 
no leſs ſincere, though perhaps more um- 
ple, when well . 


LE (In XXEVT. 
Mr. Gray to Mr, Weſt. 


London, Aug. 22, 1737. 


F hrs a month's expectation of you, 


and a fortri:hi's detpair, at Cam- 


bri-ige, I am come to town, and to bet- 
ter h« pes of ſecing you. If what yon 
ſent me laſt be the produd of your me- 
lancholy, what may I not expe from 
your mure cheerful hows ? For by this 
time the iJ] health that you complain of 
is (I hope) quite departed ; though, if 
I were ſelf-intereſted, I ought to with 


for the continuance of any thing that 


could be the occaſion of fo mvch pleaſ re 
to me. Low fpmits ave my nue ad 
faithful companions ; they get up with 
me, go to bed with me, make jourrcevs 
and returns as I do; nay, and pay vilig, 
and will even affect to be jecole, and 
force a feeble laugh with me; bur moſt 
commonly we tit alone together, and are 
the prettieſt iaßpid compauy in the 
world. However, when you come, I 
believe they muſt undergo the fate of 
all humble companions, and be diſcarded, 
Woold I could turn them to the fame uſe 


+ Sce the poem [Al Armicos] in Ele gent 


Extracts in Verſe. 
that 
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that you have done, and make an Apollo 
of them. If they could write ſuch verſes 
with me, not haitſhorn, nor ſpirit of am- 
ber, nor all that furniſhes the cloſet of 
an apothecary's widow, ſhould perſvaie 
me to part with them; but, while I write 
to you, | hear the bad news of Lady 
Walpole's death on Ssturday night laſt. 
Forgwe me if the thought of what my 
poor Horace muſt feel on that account, 
ohliges me to have done, in reminding 
you that I am your's, &c. 


LETTER XXXVL 


Mr. Gray to Mr. Walpole. 


September 1737. 

Was hindered in my laſt, and fo could 
not give you all the tronble I would 
have done. The deſcrip'ion of a road, 
which your coach wheels have ſo often 
honoured. it would be needleſs to give 
you ; ſoffice it that I ar ived ſafe at ® my 
uncle's, who is a great hunter in imagi— 
nation; Ins dogs take up every chair in 
the houſe, fo I am forced to ſtand at this 
preſent writiny 3 and though the gont 
forbids him galloping after them in the 
field, yet he continues fill to regale his 
ears and noſe with their comfortable 
noiſe and ſtink. He holds me mighty 
cheap, 1 perceive, for walking when '1 
thould ride, and reading when I ſhould 
hunt. My comfort amidſt all this ie, 
that I have at the diſtance of half a 
mile, through a green lane, a foreſt (the 


vulgar call it a common) all my own, at 


leaſt as good as fo, tor I ſpy no human 
thing in it but myſelf. It is a | tile chaos 
of mountains and precipices; mountains, 
it is true, that do not aſcend much above 
the clouds, nor are the dechvities quite 
i» amazing as Dover chff; but juſt fach 
hilis as people who love their necks as 
well as I do may vente to climb, and 
e1ags that gwe the eye as much plea- 
fare as it they were more dangerous: 
both vale and Wil are covered with moit 
venerahle heeches, and other very re- 
verend vegetables, that, like moſt other 
ancient people, are always dreaming out 
their old {tories to the winds, 


And as they bow thei: hoary tops relate, 


In murm ing wunds, the dark deciecs of 
fate : 


* A: Barnham in Buckinghamſhire. 


While viſions, as poetic eyes avow, 
Cling to cach leaf and ſwarm. on ever; 
bough. 


At the foot of one of theſe ſqusts me 
(il fenſeroſo ), and there grow to the trunk 
tor a whole mo ning. The timorous hate 
and fportive ſquirtel gambol around me 
like Adam in Paradiſe, before he had 20 
Eve; but I think he did not ule 10 red 
Virgil, as I commonly do there, In thi 
ſituation I often converſe with my Horace, 
aloud too, that is talk to you, but | d0 
not remember that I ever heard you an- 
{wer me. I beg pardon for taking all the 
conveifation to myſelf, but it is entire'y 
your own fault. We have old Mr, South- 
ern at a gentleman's houſe a little way 
off, who often comes to ſec us; he is now 
ſeventy- ſeven years old 1, and has almot 
wholly loſt his memory; but is as agree- 


able as an old man can be, at leatt | per- 
ſuade myſelf ſo when I lock at him, and 


think of Iſabella and Orovnoko. I ſhall he 
in town in about three weeks. Adicu. 


LETTER XXIII 
From the ſame to the ſume l. 


Burnham, Sept. 1737 

SYMPATHISE wich you in the ſuffer- 
ings which you foreſee are coming 
un you, We are both at preſent, I 
imagine, in no very agreeable fifuation; 
for my pait I am under the misfortune of 
having nothing to do, but-it is a misfor- 
tune which, thank my ſtars, I can pretty 
well hear. You are in a contuſion of wie, 
and roaring, and hunting, and tobacco, 
and heaven be praifed, you too can pret!y 


well h-ar it; while our evils are no more, 


| believe we ſhall not much repine, | 


imagine, however, you will rather chuſe 


to coryerſe with the living dead, that 
adoin the walls of your apartments, than 


with the dead living that deck the middles 


of them; and prefer a picture of ſtill life 
to the realities of a noiſy one, and, as [ 


Þ+ He lived nine years longer, and died at 
the gr-at age of cighty-fix. Mr. Gray 8. 


. ways thought highly of his pathetic powel!, 


2t the ſame time that he blamed his tate 
for nr xing them lo injudiciouſly with fact. 
in order to produce that mont ous Ip=cirs 
of compotition called Tragi-com-dy. : F 

Mr. Walpole was at this time with Ms 
father at Houghton. Mr. Gray writes from 
his uncle's houſe in Buckinghambbire: 


* 


gels, 
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gueſs, will imitate what you prefer, and 
tor an hour or two at noon will ſtick your- 
ſelF up as formal as if you nad been fixed 
„ your frame for theſe hundred years, 


with a. pink or roſe in one hand, and a. 


test ſcal ring on the other. You name, 
aſlate you, has been propagated in theſe 
countries by a convert of your's, One 
— be has brought over his whole fa- 
mily to you; they were before pretty 00d 


Whigs, but now they are ab olute Wal- 


polians. We have hardiy any body the 
yh but knows exactly the drmenbons 
\{ the hall and faloon at Hough on, and 
begin 10 believe that the lanthorin ® is nat 
test a conſumer of the tat of the land 
as i1iaffeted perions have taid : for your 
reputation, we keep to ou felves your not 
hunting nor drinking hogan, either of 
which here would be ſufficient to lay your 
h110ur in the duſt. To-morrow ſc'n- 
right 1 hope to be in town, and not long 
alter at Cambridge. I am, &æ. 


LETTER XXXVIE. 


Mr. Weſt to Mr. Gray. 


Chriſt Church, Dec. 2, 1738. 


R EcuivinG no anſwer to my laſt let- 


ter, which I writ above a month ago, 
| muſt own L am a little unealy. The 
light ſhadow vf you which I had in town, 
has only ſerved to endear yon to me the 
woe. The moments I paſt with you 
made a ftrong mpreſſion upon me. [ 
ne led you out for a friend, and I would 
ave you know me to be your's, it you 
erm me worthy.—Alis, Gray, you 
cannot imagine how iſcrably my time 


paſſes away, My health and nerves and 


haus are, thank my (tars, the very worn, 
| think, in Oxfard. Four-aud-tweiity 
bours cf pate unalloyed health. together, 
ae as UNK own to me as the 400,000 
chratters in the Chineſe vocabulary — 
Ole of me complaints has of late been 
0 Oberli us to viſit we regularly once 
a month jam certus conviva This is a 
pan'ul nervous head-ach, which perhaps 
ade fome'tmes heard me ſpeak of 
© tore. Give me leave to lay, | find no 
pi yNc eompar +l ke to your letters. [f, as 


id in Ecclenatticus, *+ Friendſhip 


13 a . s | | 
4 .2Y9urite obj & of Tory ſatire at the 
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ebe the phyſic of the mind,“ preſcribe to 
me, dear Gray, as often aud as much as 
you think proper, I ſhall be a moit obe- 
dient patient, 

Non ego 


Fidis tra car medicis, fendar amicis.. 


I venture here to write you down a 
Greek epigram T, which 1 lately tur ed 
into Latin, and hope you will excuſe it. 


Per ſpicut puerum ludertem in margine rici 
Inmerfit vitreæ limbidus errer au: 

Alt gel:do ut mater moribundum e flumine traæ it 
Credo la, Jam lex fanus mane feet by 

Paula'im puer in dilecte pe ere, enn 
Languidus, æternum Tumina compajuit. | 


Adieu! I am bing to my tufor's Le- 
tures on one Puffendorff, a very juriſpru- 
dent author as you ſhall read on a ſum- 
mer's day, Believe me you's, &c. 


LE T R XTR 


From the ſame to the ſame. 


Dartmouth-firect, Feb. 21, 1739-$.. 

I OUGHT to anſwer you in Latin, but 1 
feel I dare not enter the lift with YOU=— 
cupidum, pater optime, wires deficiunt.— 
Scrioully, you wine in that language with 
a grace and an Auzvſtan urbavity that 
amazes me: your Greek too is perfect 
in is kind. Aud here let me wonder 
that a man, longè Græcorum doct iſß mas, 
ſhould be at a lois for the verſe and 
chapter whence my epigrain is taken; 1 
am forry I have not my Aldus with me, 


that I might ſatisfy your curioſity ; but 


he with all my other literary folks are 
left at Oxford, and theretore you mult 
till ren in ſuſpenſe, I thank you again 
and again for your medical p:eſcription, 
I know very well that thoſe ** riſus, fei- 


*« tivitates & facetiæ would contribute 


grea'ly o my cure, but, then you mult 
be my apothecary as well as phyſician, 
and make up the doſe as well as direct it; 
lend me, therefore, an el tuary of ihvit 
drugs, made up /ecunrdum artem, © 
„ eris mihi magnus A ollo,” in both his 
capacities as a O poets and god of 
phylicians. Wiſh me joy of leaving my 
college, and leave your's as faſt as vou 
can 1 ſhall be filed at the Tem, Is 
vey ſoon. 


# 


+ Of Pofilippus. Jide Antholog'2, H. 
Stephan. p. 220. 


: 
| 


[ 
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= 4: % n. 
Mr. Gray to Mr. Walpole. 


« . Augult 1738. 
Y dear Sir, I ſhould ſay Mr. Iuſpec- 
tor General of be experts and im- 
ports “; but that appellation would make 
but an odd figure in conjinion with 
the three familiar monolyllables above 
written, for 


Non ben conventunt nes in ung ſede morantur 


Majeſta: & amar. 


Which is, being interpreted, Love does 
not hve at the Cuttom-houſe. However, 
by what ſtyle, title, or denominatiun ſo- 
ever you chooſe to be die nified or diſtin- 
guiſhed hereafter, thele three words will 
tick by you like a burr, and you can neo 
moie get quit of theſe, and vour chriltian 
name than St. Anthony could of his pig. 
My motions at preſent (which you are 
pleaſed to alk after) are much lik thoſe 
of a pendulum or (Dr. Loneically + 
ſpeaking} oſcillatory, I iwing trom 
chapel or hall home, and from home t 
chapel or hall. All the ſtrange incidents 
that happen in my jourries and returns I 
ſha!} be ſure to acquaint vou with ; the 
molt wonderful is, that it now rams ex- 
ceedingly; this has refieti:+d the prof- 
ſpeRt, as ihe way for the molt part lies 
between green helds on sicher hand, ter- 


minated with buildings at ſome diſtance, + 


caſtles, I preſume, and of great antiquity, 
The roads are very good, beine, as 1 
ſulſpeft, the works of Julius Cæœſu's 
army, for they ſtill preſerve, in many 
places, the appearance of e in 
pretty good repair, and, if they were 
not o ea home, might perhaps be as 
much admired as the Via Appia; there 


are at preſent ſeveral rivulers to be croſſed. 


and which ſerve 10 enliven tec view all 
around. The coun'ry is :xceed ply 
fruittul in ravers and ſuch black cattle; 
but, not to tire you with my travels, 1 
abruptly conclude you's, &c. | 


* Mr. Walpole was ju? named to that 
poſt, which he cx hang d {con after for that 
of vſh-r © the exch- quer. 

+ Dr. Long, the maiter of Pembroke Hall, 
at this t me read leQtures in experimental 


philolophy. 
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LETTER XII. 
Mr. Gray to Mr. Weſt. 


Sept. 1 1 
Au coming away all ſo faſt, and len. 
> ing behind me, without the leak u. 
morie, all the beauties of Sturhi1ds 
fair. Its white bears may roar, its 175 
may wrn g their hands, asd crocodile 
cry their eyes out, all is one for that; | 
ſh1ll not once viſit them, nor lo much x 
take my leave. I he univerſity has pub. 
liſhed a ſevere edit agai & ſchilm ties 
congrega'ions,' and created half a duty 
new little protte: livgs to fee its order u 
ecuted, being under mi2hty apprehenſion 
left Henley t and his gilt tub ſhould cone 
to the fair and ſeduce heir young ones 
but their pains are to {inall purpole, fo 
lo, after all, he is no! coming. 
I am ai this 11 ſtant in the very agonies 
of leaving college, and would not wh 
the worſt of my chemies a worſe fitua'ion, 


If you knew the duit,- the old boxes, the 


bedfſteads, and tutors that are about my 
cas, vou would look upon this letter as 
g eat effort of my retolution and uncon- 


cernedn fs in the midſt of evils. I 


up my paper with a looſe fort of verbot 
of that ſer e in Paſtor Fido that begins 
Care ſelwve beati. 


LETTER XML 
Mr. W ft to Mr. Gray. 


PR Scpt 19, 1738. 
I THANK you again and again for you! 

two laſt molt agreeable letters ht 
could not have come m re a-propes: | 


was without any beoks to divert me, 


and they ſupplied the want of ever) 
thing: | made them my claſſics in the 
country, they were my Horace and 1+ 
bull -Von ita loguor afſentandi cauſa i 
frob# noſti fi me noris, verun quia fic nia 
e ſe :teritia I am hut juſt come to tow", 
and, to ſhew you my eft-em of your ft 
vours, I venture to ſend you by the pe” 
ny-poſt, to your father's, what you wi 
find on the nex page; I hope it wil 
reach you ſoon after you! * — pn 
boxes ont of the wan2gon, yourſel out 


of the coach, aud tutors out of your me- 


n Oy. i; I 
Adieu: we ſhall ſee one another, 
hope, to-morrow. 


t Orator Henley. 


ns . — „ 4 „ ow guar w 
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LETTER XLII. 
From the ſame to the ſame. 


Temple, Sept. 28, 1729. 

IF wiſhes could turn to realities, I would 
fling down my law bo ks, and fup 
with you to-night, But, alas! here am 
| doomed to fix, while you are fluiter- 
ing trom city to city, and enjoying all 
the plealures which a gay climate can 
afford. It is out of the power of my 
heart to envy your good fortune, yet 1 
cannot help indulging a few natural de- 
lues; as for example, to take a walk 
with you on the banks of the Khone, 
and to be climbing up mount Fourviere 


Jam mens pr etrepidans avet vagari : 


Jam let; ſludio pedes vige cunt. 


However, ſo long as I am not deprived of 
your corieſpondence, fo long ſhall 1 al- 
ways find {ome pleaſure in being at home. 
And, ſetting all vain cut ioſity aſide, when 
the fit is over, and my 1eaſon begins to 
come to herſelf, I have ſeveral other 
powerful motives which might caſily cu-e 
me of my re{tlefs inclinations; amongſt 
dee, y mother's ill ſtate of health is 
„ot the l-aft ; which was the reaſon of 
en go g to Tunbridge, fo that you 
cannot expect much deſcription or amv e- 
ment trom thence. Nor indeed is there 
My room kor either; for all diverhons 
e may be reduced to two articles, 
ning and going to church. They 
vere plated to publiſh certain Tunbri— 
£44 this lea on; but ſuch anal l be- 
ee there were never ſo many vile little 
rerles put together before. So much for 
tunhridee, London affords me as little 
ly. What! fo huge a town as Lon- 
„Ves, conſiter only how I live in 
it town, I rever go into the gay world 
& bigh warti, and contequently receive 
"omg from thence to brighten my 
'V*21,:tron. Ihe buſy world ] leave to 
ne buly; ant am refolved never to talk 
jolics tl J can, ad at the ſame time. 
10 ela (tor1:'s, or prate of old books, 
ena he muſly ; and toujours Chabon 
a, not do. However, for want 
„den Fire, lake another little mouth - 
fal Of my POI y. 
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O mee jucunda cemes quietis ! 

Que fer egrotum ſelita es levare 

Fectus, et ſenſim ah! nimis ingruentet 
Fallere curas : 

Quid canes quanto Lyra dic furere 

Geſties, quando h4c reducem ſodalem 

Glauctiam gandere ſimul videbis . 

Meque jub umbra d 


LETTER XLIV. 
From the ſame to the ſame. 


Popes, March 28, 1742. 
I WalrkE to make you write, for 1 
have not much to tell you. I have 
recovered no ſpirits as yet; but, as I 
am not difpleated with my company, I 
fit purring by the fire (ide in my arm- 
chair with no ſmall ſatisfaction. I read 
too ſometimes, ard have begun Tacitus, 
but have not yet read enough to judge 
of him; only his Pannonian ſedition in 
the firtt hook of his annals, which is Juſt 
as far as I have got, ſeemed to me a lit- 
tle tedious. I have no more to fay, 
but to defire you wil! write letters of a 
handſome length, and always anſwer me 
wi hin a reaſonable ipace of time, which 
I leave to your diſcretion, 
P. S. The new Dunciad! gu'en fen- 
ſex vous 


L ER XEV, 
Mr. Gray to Mr. Weſt. 


Tus to the country, and that eaſy 

indolence you ſay you enjoy there, to 
reſtore you your health and ſpirits; and 
doubt not but, when the fun grows warm 
enough to tempt you from your fire-fide, 
you will (like all other things) be the 
better for h's influence. He is my old 
triend, and an excellent nurſe, I afſſine 
you. Had it not been for lum, life had 
often been to me intolerable, Pray do 
not imagine that Tacitus, of all authors 
in the world, can be tedious. An an- 
zalitt, you know, is by no means malter 
of his tubjeft ;. and I thipk one may ven- 
ture to lay, that if thoſe Pannonian aſ- 
fairs are tedious in his hands, in another's 
they would have been inſupyortable. 
However, fear not, they will ſoon be 
over, and he will wake ample amends. 


* He gives Mr. Cray the name of Glau- 
Gas froquent!y in his Latin verſe, as Mr. Giay 
calls him Favouius. | 


4 P | A man, 
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A man, who could join the brilliant of 
. wit and conciſe ſenten tiouſneſs peculiar to 
that age, with the truth and gravity of 
better times, and the deep reflection and 
good ſenſe of the belt moderns, cannot 
chooſe but have ſomething to ſtrike you, 
Yet what I admire in him above all this, 
is his deteſtation of tyranny, and the 
high ſpirit of liberty that every now and 
then breaks out, as it were, whether he 
would or no. I remember a ſentence in 
his Agricola that (concile as it is) I al- 
ways admired for taying much in a little 
compaſs. He (peaks of Domiian, ho 
vpon ſeeing the laſt will of that general, 
where he had made hin coheir with his 
wife and daughter, “ Satis conflabat lata- 
. *© tum eum, velut honore, judicioque : tam 
te ceca & corruſta mens af quis adulatio- 
*« mibus erat, ut neſciret a bono patre non 
« ſcribi haredem, niſi malum principem.” 

As to the Dunciad, it is greatly ad. 
- mired ; the Genii of operas and tchools, 
with their attendants, the pleas of the 
Virtuoſos and Floriſts, and the yawn of 
Dulneis in the end, are as fine as any 
thing he has written. "The Mctaphyti- 
cian's part is to me the worlt ; and here 
and there a few il]-exprefſed lines, and 
ſome hardly intel '1gible. 

I take the liberty of ſending you a 
long ſpeech of Agrip;ina; much too 
long, but 1 could be glut you would re- 
trench it, Aceronia, you may remem- 
ber, had been giving quiet counſels, I 
fancy, if it ever be finiched, it will be 
in the nature of Nat. Lee's Bedlam tra— 
gedy, which had twenty-five acts and 
tome odd ſcenes. | 


LET ER} XLVI. 
Mr. Gray to Mr. Weſt. 
I. on don, April, 'Thuriday. 
JOU are the fi: ſt cho eve made a muſe 


of a cou h; to me it ſeems a mch 
more eaſy talk to ve-lify, in one's cep, 


{that indeed you were of old famous. 


for “) than for want of it. Not the 
wakeful nightingale (when ſhe had a 
cough) ever ſung fo ſweetly. I give 
vou thanks for your werble. and wiſh 
you could fing yourſelf to reſt. Theſe 
wicked remains of your ill-efs will ſure 


* At Eton School. 
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give way to warm weather and genie 
exeiciſe; which I hope you will og 
omit as the ſeaſon advances. Whatever 
low fpirt's and indolence, the effe& gf 
them, may adviſe to the contrary, I pn 


you add five Reps to oe walk duly far 


my ſake; by the help of which, in x 
month's time, I propoſe to ſet you 6 
horſeback. 

{ talked of the Dunciad as concluding 
you had ſeen it; if you have not, do 
you chooſe I ſhould get and fend it u 


you? I have myſelf, upon your recon. 


mendation, been reading Joſeph An. 
dre ws. The incidents are ill laid and 
without invention; but the characters hare 
a great deal of nature, which alway 
pleaſes even in her lowelt ſhapes, Parſon 
Adams is yerfe&tly well; ſo is Mis, Slip 
ſlop, and the ſtory of Wilſogn; and 
throughout he ſhews himſelf well rea! in 
{tage coaches, country ſquires, inns, a:d 
inns of court, His reflections upon bigh 
people and low people, and miſſes and 
maſte:s, are ve:y good However the ex- 


. alte:ineſs of ſome minds (or rather, as | 


ſhrewdly ſuſpeR, their in ſipidity and want 
of feeling or obſervation) may make them 
inſenſihle to theſe light things (I mag 
ſuch as charaQterize and paint nature), yet 
ſurely they are as weighty and much more 
uſetul than vour grave diſcourſes upon 
the mind F, the paſſions, and what no! 
Now as the paradifaical pleaſur-s of the 
Mahome:ans conſiſt in playing upon the 
fte and lying with Houris, be mine to 
read eternal new romances of Mariyaux 
an! Crehillon. 8 

You are very good in giving yourſe!! 
the trouble to icad and find fault with 
my lons haraneves. Your freedom (1 
you call it) has (o little need of apo- 
lagies, that I ſhould ſcarce excuſe you 
treating me any otherwiſe z which, what- 
ever compliment it might be to my va- 
nity, would be, making a very i one to 
my underſtanding. As to matter of ſtylr, 
I have this to ſay: the language of the age 


is never the language cf poetry; except 


among the French, whoie verſ-, where 
the thought or image does not ſupport u, 
differs in nothing from proſe. Our poetry, 
on the contrary, has a language prcu- 
liar to itſelf; to which almoſt every one, 


+ He \--ms ber- to glance at Hutchinſon, 
not a much better opinion than of his maler. 
| | that 
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that has written, has added ſomething 


by enriching it with foreign idioms and 


derivatives ; nay ſometimes wo ds of their 
own compoſition or invention. Shakeſpear 
and Milton have been great crcators this 
way; and no one more licentious than 
Pope 01 Dryden, who perpetually burrow 
expreſſions trom the former, Let me give 
you ſme inſtances from Dryden, whom 
every body reckons a great maſter of our 
poetica ton, ue. Full of muſeful mopings— 
ur like the trim of love—a pleaſaut bewe- 
FOO] roun ſelay of love ſtood ſi ent in 
his n:00d— with knots and Anares deform - 
td—his irefu! mood —i n proud array—his 
boon was granted —dijarray ard fhimetul 
rout—wayward but wile-—ſurbiſhed tor 
the field the foiled dodderd o1ks—difhe- 
rited —{1nouldering flames—retchleſs of 
las- cron old and ugly the bellam ar 
his fide—the grandam-haz—villan-e 
his fa her's fame. —But they are infinite: 
and our language not being a ſetiled thing 
(like the French), has an un ſoubted right 
to words of an hundred years old, pro- 
vided antiquity have not rendered them 
unintelligible. In Huth, Shikeſpear's lan- 
gage is one of his principal beautics; 
and he has no lefs advantage over. your 
Add:ions and Rowes in this, than in 


thoſe other great excellencies you men- 


tion, Every word in him is a pid ure— 
Pray put me the following lines into the 
tongue ot our modern dramatics ; 


But I that am not ſhap'd for ſportive tricks, 
Not male to court an amourous logk 'ng- 
plats : | 
, that Im ruicly ſtampt, and want love's 
„ mazeity | 
lo "rut betore a wanton ambling nymp\. : 
Wat am gusta of this alt p oport on, 
do feature by dif: mbling nature, 
n, ufig ſhea, lent ber my t me 
5 its breathing Wa, |, frarce half ma le 


up— * 


. 
( + 
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And what follows. To me they ap-ear 
untantliteable; and if this be the caſe, 


: 1a guage is grratly degenerated, 


ht 
1 


l ee may (gud: lets be carried too 
82570 4 | 18 no ſoit of excuſe for ſemi— 
mer ts i! luited, or {peeches ill tied, 
wh | believe is a hi:ttle the caſe with 
" 1 guts the moit faulty expretſions 
Nay be thelw——/iltcn fon of aalltance— 
drowfer precentions—wrmnkled bellams 
bed the hearer's brow ard riveted 
dees in fearful extaſie. "Theſe are 


P* 11 


„ever, the alfectation of imitating © 


altered or omitted; and indeed if the 
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thoughts be wrong or ſuperfluous, there 
is nothing eaſier than to leave out the 
whole, The fiſt ten or twelve lines 
are, | believe, the beit“; and as for the 
reſt, | was b«tiaye| into a god deal of 
n by Tacitus; only what he has faid in 
five words, I imagine I have id ia 
fifty lines: ſuch is the misfortune of imi— 
tating the inimitable. Now, if you are 
of my opi ion, una litura may do the 
buſinefs, better than a dozen; and you 
nee t not fear unravelling my web. I am 
a fort of ſpider ; and have little elie to 
do but ſpin it over again, or creep to 
ſome other place and ſpin there. Alas! 
for one who has nothing to do but amute 
himlelf, I believe my amuſements are as 
little amuſing as molt folks. But ne 
matter; it mikes the hours paſs; and is 
better than iy 4j42%2 ai 4jpuuiz xarapiavo, 


Adieu. 


LETTER XLVII. 
Mr. Ne to Mr. Gray. 


O begin with the concluſion of your 
letter, which is Greek, I deſire that 

you will quarrel no more with your maß- 
ner of patfing your time. In my opinion 
it is 1 r-proachable, eſpecially as it pro- 
duces ſuch exrell-nt truit; and it I, like 
a ſaucy bud. muſt he pecl.ingz a! it, youu 
ought to contider that 1: is becauſe I like 
it. No una litura | beg you, no uta 
velling of your web, dear Sir I. only 
purſue it a Iiitle further, and then one 
ſhill be able to judge of it a little 
better. You know the criſis of a 
play is in the firtt act; its damnation or 
ſalvation wholly reits there. But till 
thai fiſt act is over, every body ſaſpendis 
his vo e; fo how do you think 1 can form, 
as ye!, any juſt idea of the ſ(peeches in 
rega'd to their I-n-th or ſhorinels ? the 
conneftion and ſymmetiy of (uch little 
parts with one another mult naturally eſ- 
cape me, as not having the plan of the 
whole in my head; neither can I decide 
about the thoughts, whether they are 
wrong or ſuperfluous; they may have 
lone futu.e tendency which I perceive 


*The lines which he means here are from 
ut ever grave and undiſturb d reflection 
to Rubellius liver, For the part of the ſcene, 
which he, ſent in his fermer Jetter, began 
there. 
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not. The ſtyle only was free to me, 
and there 1 find we are pretty much of 
the ſame ſentiment ; for yon. fay the af- 
fectation of imitating Shakeſpear may 
doubtleſs be carried too far; I ſay as 
much and no more. For old words we 
know are all gold, provided they are 
well choſen, Whatever Ennius was, I 
do not conſider Shakeſpear as a dunghil] 
in the leaſt: on the contrary, he is a 
mine of ancient ore, where all our great 
modern poets have found their advantage. 
I do net know how it is; but his old ex- 
preſſions have more energy in them than 
ours, and are even more adapted to poe- 
tiy; certainly, where they are judiciouſly 
and ſparingly inſerted, they add a cer- 
tain grace to the compoſition ; in the ſame 
manner as Pouſſin gave a beauty to his 
pictures by his knowledge in the ancient 
proportions : but ſhould he, or any other 
painter, carty the imitation too far, 
and negleQ-that b it of models Nature, 
I am atiaid it would prove a very ffet 
performance. To finiſh this long criti- 
ciſim : 1 have this further nation abwt 
old words revived, (is not this a pretty 
way of faiſhing ?) I think them of ex- 
cellent vſe in tales; they add a certain 
drolle:y tb the comic, ard a romantic 
gravity: to the ſerious, which ate both 


chaiming, in their kind; ant this way ef 


charming Dryden underſtood very well. 
One need only read Milton to acknow- 
ledge the dignity thry give the Epic, Hut 
row comes my opivion that they ought 
to be uſed in tragedy more ſparingly than 
in molt kinds of poetiy. Tragedy 1s de- 
ſigned for public reprefentation, aud what 
is deſigned for that ſheuld be certainly 
molt intelligible. I believe half the au- 
dience thut come to Shakeſpem's plays do 
not underſtand the half of what they 
hear, —But finifons cifin. —Yet one word 
more — Von think the ten dr twelve firit 
lires the beit, now 1 am {or the fourteen 
laſt ; add, that they contain not one word 
of ancientry. 

I rejoice you found amuſement in Jo- 


ſejh Andrews. . But then I think your 


conceplions of Paradite a Jittle upon the 
Bergerac. Les Lettrzs du Seraphim R. a 
Madame la Cherubineſe de W What a 


piece vf extravagance would there be! 
And now you muſt know that my bo- 
dy continues wenk and enervate. And 
for my animal ſpir'ts, they are in perpe- 
tual fluctuation ; ſome whole days I have 


ELEGANT EPISTLES. 


Bock lx. 


no reliſh, no attention for any thing ; » 


other times I revive, and am capable af 


writing a long letter, as you fee ; and 
though I do not write ſpeeches, yet | 
tranſlate them. When you underftand 
what ſpecch, you will own that it is 1 
bold, and perhaps a dull attempt. I 
three words, it is proſe, it is from Tac. 
tus, it is of Germanicus, Peruſe, per. 
pend, . pronounce, 


LETTER XLVIII. 


Mr. Gray to Mr. Weſt. 


London, April 17942, 

SHOULD not have failed to anſw: 
your letter immediately, but I went 
out of town for a little while, which hin 
dered me. Its lengih (befides the plea- 
ſure naturally accompanying a long le. 
ter from you) affords me a new one, 
when I think it is a ſymptom of the reco- 
very of your health, and flatter mylelf 
that your bodily ſtrength returns in pro- 
portioy, Pray do not forget to mention 
the progreſs you make continually. Asto 
Agrippina, I begin te be of your opi- 
nion; and find myſelf (as women are of 
their children.) leſs enamoured of my 
productions the older they grow. She is 
laid vp to ſleep till next ſummer ; fo bid 
her good night. I think you have tan 
lated Tacitus very juſtly, that is freely; 
and accommodated his thoughts to tht 
turn and genius of our language; which, 
though I commend your judgment, is no 
commendation of the Engliſh tongue, 
which is 109 diffuſe, and daily grows more 
and more entrvate. One fhall never be 
more ſenſihle of this, than in turning an 
author like Tacitus. I have been trying 
it in tome parts of Thucydides (who has 
a lit le reſemblance of him in his concil-- 


neſs). and end:avoured to do it cloſely, 


bat found it produced mere nonſerſe. 
It you have any inclination to ſee what 
figure Tacitus makes in Italian, I have 
a Fuſcan tapſlation of Dayanzati, much 
efteemed in Italy; and will ſend you the 
lame fpeech you ſent me; that is, if you 
care for it. In the mean time accept ct 


Propertius 2. 


* A tranſlation of the 11! elegy of the 20 
book in Englith rhyme, , 


80 


Sea. I. R E. C 


LETTER XIIX. 
Mr. Wefl to Mr. Gray. 
Popes, May 5, 1742- 


nen any preface I come to 
\ your verſes, which I read over and 


over with exceſſive pleaſure, and which 


are at e aſt as good as Propertius. I am 
only ſorry you follow the blunders of 
Beukhuſius, all whoſe inſertions are non- 
ſenſe, I have ſome objections to your 
antiquated words, and am alſo an enemy 
to Alcxandrines ; at leaſt I do not like 
them in Elegy. But after all, I admire 
your tram lation ſo extremely. that I 
cannot kelp repeating I long to ſhew yon 
me lirtle errors you are fallen into by 
ſellouing Broukhufſius. Wee 1 with 
you, vow, and Propertins with your 
verſes hy upon the table between us, I 
could diſcuſs this point in a moment; 
bt there is nothing ſo tireſom e as ſpinning 
ene criticihn in a letter; doubts ariſe; 
d explanations follow, till there ſwells 
out at leaſt a volume of und: getted obſer- 
vations; and all becauſe you are not 
with him whom you want to convince. 
Read only the Letters between Pope and 
Cromwell in proof of this; they diſpute 
without end. Ate you aware now that [ 
have an intereſt all this while in baniſh- 
ne cinticiſm from our corr-ſpondence ? 
lideed I have; for I am going to write 
chen a little Ode (if in deterves the 
name) for your peruſal, which I am 
rad will hard!y ſtand that teſt. 


LETT TEN 
Mr. Gray to Mr, Weſt. 


Landon, May 8, 1742. 

OU ſee, hy what I ſent you, that 1 
coryerie, as uſual, with none but 

the da 3 they are my ol j friends, and 
a moſt make me long to be with them. 


* 0 6 4 , 
Lon wil pet wonder therefore, that 1, 


wio live only in” times pait, am able to 
tell you no news of the preſent, I have 
tilled the Peloponretian war much to 
my honem, and a tht conflict it was, I 
mie you. I have drank. and ſung 

wwaceon for the Jaft forinight, and 
3 feeling ſhe-p with Theocritus, 
mae, le quit my figure (becauſe it is 


7 


EN „ 


fooliſh), I have run over Pliny's Epiſtles 


and Martial ix Tepipye ; not to mention 
Petrarch, who, by the way, is ſome- 
times very tender and natural. I muſt 
needs tell you three lines in Anacreon, 
where the expreſſion ſeems to be inmi- 
table. He is deſcribing hair as he would 
have it painted. . 


"Faucag 3 FrevSepus 44% 
TIMozdapery ararra unte 
"Apt; ws bikes: ca.. 


Gueſs, too, where this is about a dim- 
ple. 

Cigilla in ments impreſſa Amoris digituls 

Veftigio demonſtrant mollitudinem. 


* 


R 
Mr. Weft to Mr. Gray. 


Popes, May 1r, 1742. 

y Ove fragment is in Aulus Gellius ; 

and both it and your Greek delicious. 
But why are you thus melancholy ? I am 
ſo ſorry for it, that you ſee I cannot for- 
bear writing again the very ft opportu- 
nity ; though I have little to ſay, except 
to expoſtulate with you about it. I find 
you converſe much with the dead, and 1 
do not blame you for that; I converſ 
with them too, though not indeed with the 
Greek. Bat I muſt condemn you for 
your longing to be with them. What, are 
there no joys among the living? I couid 
almoft-cry out with Catullas, „ Alphene 
imme mor, atque unanimis falſe ſodali- 
c bus!” But to torn an accuſation thus 
upon another, is ungenerous z (> | will 
take my leave of you for the preſent with 
a Vale, et vive pauliſper cum wivis.” 


SE TER II. 
Mr. Gray to Mr. aß. 


I. ondon, May 27, 1742. 

V IxNe, you are to know, is a white 

melancholy, or rather leucachoiy 
for the molt part ; which though it ſel- 
dom laughs or dances, nor ever amounts 
to what one calls joy or pleaſe, yet 55 
a good eafy fort of a (tate, and £4 ne lai? 
que de Samuler. The only fault of i is 
infhpidity ; Which is apt now and then to 
give a fort of ennui, which makes one 
form - 


* 
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form certain little wiſhes that ſignify no- 
thing. But there is another ſort, black 
indeed, which I have now and then felt, 
that has fomething in it like Tertullian's 
rule of faith, Credo quia impoſſibile eft ; 
for it believes, nay, is ſure of every thing 
that is unlikely, fo it be but frightful; and, 
on the other hand, excludes and ſhuts its 
eyes to the molt poſſible hopes, and every 
thin- that is pleaſurable ; flom this the 
Lord deliver us! for none but he and 
ſunſhiny wea her can do it. In hopes of 
enjoying this kind of weather, I am going 
into the count y for a few weeks, but ſhall 
be nt ver the nearer any ſociety ; ſo, if you 
have any charity,” you will continue to 
write. My life is like Harry the Fourth's 
ſupper ef hens; © Poulets a la broche, 
« poulets en ragout. poulets en hachis, 
% poultts en fricajees *—Reading here, 
reading thie; n tung but books with 
different ſoces, Do not let me loſe my 
deſſert tun; for thon bh that be reading 
too, yet it has a very different flavour.— 
The May ſeems to be come ſince your 
invitations; and | propoſe to haſk in her 
beams ard diefs ve 11 her totes; 


* 


— 


Et cabut in vernd fen er habere reld. 
/ F 7 


I tha!l fee Mr. and tis wife, nay, 
and his child too, for he has got a boy. 
7 Is it not odd to confider one's cotempo, 
raries in the grave light of huſband and 
father? These are my Lords and 
—, they ae ſtateſmen : do not you 
remember them duty boys playing at 
cricket? As for me, [am vever a bit the 
older, vor the bigger, vor the wiſer than 
was then: ro, not for having been be— 
vond ſea. Pray how are you? 


LETTER Lit. 
Mr. Gray to Dr. Wharton “. 


| Cambridge, Dec. 27. 1742. 
OUGHT to have retmined you my 
thanks a long time ago, for the plea- 
fare, I ſhould ſay prodigy, of your let— 
ter; for luch a thing has not happened 


* Of Old- park, near Durham. W th this 
gentleman N. Gray contra gd an acquaint- 
ance very early ; and though they were not 
educated tog-ther at Eton, yet afterwards at 
Cambriig-, when the Docter was Fellow 
of Pembroke-Hall, they became intimate 
friends, and continued ſo to the time of Rr. 
Gray's death. | 


with all decency. and circumlipettion,.. 


but ſome thirty years hence 1 ſhall con- 


of all except man midwifery. As for yeu, 


on, Sir Thomas; aud when you die (for 


EPIS TL ES. Book I. 


above twice within this laſt age to moni 
man, and no ene here can conceive whi 
it may portend. You have heard, | ſy. 
poſe, how I have been employed a gar 
of the time; how, by my own indetzi. 
gable application for thele ten years 5a, 
and by the caie and vigilance of thy 
worthy magiſtrate the man in bier 
(who, I aſſure you, has not {pared his |, 
bour, nor could have done more far h, 
own ſon), | am pot half way to the ty 
of juriipru-lerce T, and bid as fair 4 
another body to open a caſe of impotent 


You fee my ambition. I do not doch 
vince the world and you that 1 ama ye 
pretty young fellow; and may come « 
thine in a profeſſion, perhaps the hublet 


if your diſtemper and you can but age 
about going to London, I may Cabos 
ably expect in a much ſ101 ter time to ſee 
you in your three cornered villa, doing 
the honours of a well furniſhed table wi 
as much dignity, as rich a mien, and a 
capacious a belly, as Dr, Mead. Me- 
thinks 1 ſee Dr. —, at the lower end 
it, loſt in ad miration of your goodly pe 
fon and parts, cramming down his cu 
(for it will 14fe) with the wing of a phes- 
ant, and drowning kit in neat burgundy, 
But not to tempt your althma too much 
with ſuch a profpect, I ſhould think you 
might he almoſt as happy and as great 
this even in the country.- But you knoy 
beit, and I ſhould be forry to ſay ay 
thing that might ſtop you in the cairrr 
of glory; fer be it from me to hawpe 
the wheels of your gilded chariot. Go 


even phylicians mull die) may the faculty 
in War wick lane erect your ſtatue in the 
very niche of Str ] hn Cutler's. 

| was going to tell vou how forry Lam 
for your illnets, but I hope it is too late 
new : I can only say that I really ws 
very forry. May you live a hundred 
Chriſtmaſſes, and eat as many collars 0! 
brawn (tuck with roſemary. Adieu, &. 


+ A ſervant of the Vice-Chancellor's ' 
the time being, uſually known by the nam* 
of Blue Coat, whoſe buſineſs it is to 404 
Ads for Degrees, &c. 

f 4, e. Batcheior of Civil Law. 


| 02:1. 
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TRTTER. LIy; 


From the ſame to the ſame. 


P<terhouſe, April 26, 1744. 
OU write fo feelingly to Mr. Brown, 
Y and repreſent your abandoned condi- 
tion in terms ſo touching, that what gra- 
tude could not effect in ſeviral months, 


| compaſſion has brought about a few 


ys and broke that frong attachment, 
ar rather allegiance, which 1 and all here 
awe to our lovertign lady and miſtreſs, 
the preſident of preſidents and head of 
heads (it I may be permitted to pro- 
rounce her name, that in fable Octo- 
grammaton), the power of Lazineſs.— 
Von muſt know ſhe had been pleaſed to 
appoint me {in preference to ſo many old 
ſervants of her's who had ſpent” their 
whole lives in qualifying themſelves for 
the office) grand picker of ftraws and 
yuſh-pin player to her Supinity (for that 
1s her title). The firſt is much in the 
vatute of Lord Prefident of the Council; 
and the ether like the groom- portes, 


«only without the profit; but as they are 


both things of very great honour in 
this country, I conſidered with myſelf 
de load of envy attending ſuch great 
chuges; and belides (between you and 
ne), I tound myſelt unable to ſupport the 
t111zue of keeping up the. app*arance 
that perſons of ſuch dignity mult do ; to 
[ thought proper to decline it, and ex- 
cuſed myſelf as well as I could. How- 
ever, as you ſ.e (ſuch an affair muſt take 


ep a good deal of time, and it has al- 


ways been the policy of this court to pro- 
cerd ſlowly, like the Imperial and that of 
Span, in the diſpatch, of buſineſs, you will 
on this account the eatier forgive me, if 1 
have not anſwered your letter before, 

You defire to know, it ſems, what 
<a1aQer the poem of your young friend 
bears here *. I wonder that you aſk the 
chinion of a nation, where thoſe, who 
pietend to judge, do not judge at all; 


* Pleaſures of the Imagination: from the 
Phamous publi ation of Dr. Akenfide's 
Po-ms, it ſhould ſeem that the author had 
wy much the fame opinion afterwards of 
"> 0wn work, Which Mr, Gray here ex- 
preſſes; ſince he undertook a reform of it 


wich muſt have given him, had he con- 


©u4-4 it, zs much trouble as if he had writ- 


tt it entitely new. 


hear of her. 
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and the reſt (the wiſer part) wait to catch 
the judgment of the world immediately 
above them; that is, Dick's and the 
Rainbow coffee-houſes. Your readier 
way would be to alk the ladies that keep 
the bars in thoſe two theatres of criticiim. 
However, to ſhew you that 1 am a judge, 
as well as my countrymen, I will tell 
you, though I have rather turned 1t over 
than read it (but no matter; no more 
have they), that it ſeems to me above the 
middling ; and now and then, for a little 
while, rites even to the beſt, particularly 
in deſcription. It is often obicure, and 
even unintelligible z and too much in- 
tected with the Hutchinſon jargon, In 
ſhort, its great fault is, that it was pub- 
lyjhed at leatt nine years too early. And 
o methinks in a few words, ** a /a mode 
« du Temple,” 1 have very pertly dif- 
patched what perhaps may for ſeveral 
years have employed a very ingenious 
man worth fifty of mytelf. 

You are much in the fight to have a 
talte for Socrates ; he was a divine man. 
} mutt tell yon, by way of news of the 
place, that the other day a certain new 
profeſſor made an apology for him an 
hour long in the ſchools; and all the 
woild brought in Socrates guilty, except 
the people of his own college. 

The mule is gone, and left me in far 
wo: ſe compaay ; it ſhe retu-ns, you will 
As to her child ＋ (tince 
you are ſo good as to inquire after it), 18 


is but a puling chit yet, ot a bit grown 


to ſpeak of; I believe, poor thing, it 
has got the worms that will cry it off 
at lat. Mr. Trollope and I are in a 
couiſe of tar-water ; he for his pet ſent, 
and | for my future diſtempers. It you 
think it will kill me, ſend away a man 
and horle girectly; tor 1 drink like a 6h, 
You's, &c. | 


LETTER LV, 


Prom the ſame to the ſame. 


Cambridge, Dec. 11, 1746. 
1 WouLD make you an excuſe (as ia- 
deed I ought) if they were a fort of 
thing 1 ever gave any credit to myſelf in 
theſe caſes; but I know they are never 


+ He here means his Poem © De Princi- 
« f Cegitandi,” 


true, 


3 ies Das nd 


the elevation of his chin. 
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true. — ſo ſilly as indolence when 
it hopes to diſguiſe itſelf: every one 
knows it by its ſaunter, as they do his 
Majetty (God bleſs him) at a maſque- 
rade, by the firmneſs of his tread ard 
However, 
dome what I had to ſay that has a litile 
ſhadow of reaſon in it. I have been in 
town (I ſuppoſe you kiow) flaunting 


about at all kind of public places with 


two friends lately returned from abroad, 
The world itfelf has ſome attractions in 
it to a ſolitary of ſix years ſtauding; and 
agreeable well-meaning people of ſenſe 


(thank Heaven there are to few of them) 


are my peculiar magnet. It is no wonder 
then if I felt ſome 1eluftance at parting 
with them fo ſoon ; or if my ſ/irits, when 


Ireturned back to my cell, ſhould fink for 
a time, not indeed to ſtorm and tempeſt, 


but a good deal helow changeable. Be- 
ſides, Seneca lays (and my pitch of philo- 
lophy does not pretend to be much above 
Seneca) .** Nurguam mores, quns extuli, 
* refero.. Aliquid ex e quod compoſui, 
** turbatur : aliquid ex his, que fugavi, 
« redit. And it will happen to Tuch as 
us, mere imps cf ſcience, Well it way, 
when Wiſdom heifelt is forced often 


| in ſw-et retired ſolitude 
To plume her feathers, and let grow her 
wings, 

That in the various buſtle of refgrt 
Were all too ruffled; and ſometimes impair 'd, 

It is a fooliſh thing that without money 
one cannot either live as one pleaſes, or 
where and with whom one pleaſes, Swift 
fomewhere ſays, that money is liberty ; 
and ] fear money is friendſhip too and 
ſociety, and almoſt every external bleſſing. 
Tt is a great, though an ill- natured, com- 
fort, to fee mofl of thoſe who have it in 
plenty, without pleaſure, without liberty, 
and without friends. | 

I am not al:ogether of your opinion 
as to your hiſtorical conſolation in time of- 
trouble: a ealm melancholy it may pro- 
duce, & tiller fort of deſpair (and that 
only in ſome cucumitances, and on ſome 
conſtitutions) ; but I doubt no real com- 
fort or content can ever a11.e in the hu- 
man mind, but from hope. 

take it very ill you ſhould have been 
in the twentieth year of the war“, and 
yet ſiy nothing of the retreat before Sy- 


racuſe: is it, or is it not, the fineſt thing 


* TI. ue dides, J. vil. 
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you ever read in your life? And ha 
does Xenophon or Putarch agree wi 
you ? For my part I read Arittotle, h. 
poetics, politics, and morals ; though | 
do not well know which is which, }; 
the firſt place, he is the hardeſt authy 
by far I ever meddled with. Then be 
has a dry conciſeneſs, that makes 9 
imagine one is peruſing a table of ©. 
tents rather than a book : it taſtes for 2 


the world like chopped hay, or aha 


like chopped logic; for he has a vial: 
affection to that art, being in ſome fonts 
own invention ; fo that he often laſes hin. 
ſelf in liitle trifling diſtinctions an ve. 
bal niceties ; and, what is worſe, leag 
you to extiicate him as well as you can. 
1 hirdly, he has ſuffered valtly from the 
tranſcribblers, as all authors of great hee. 
vity neceſſarily muſt. Fourthly and laſtly, 
he has abundance of fine uncommon 
things, which make him well worth the 
pains he gives one. You ſce what you 
are to expect from him. 


een 
Mr. Gray ' to Mr. Ipullole. 


| Cambridge, 1747. 

JT Had been abſ.nt from this place a ſes 
days, and at my return found Cibber' 
book + upon my table; I return you my 
thanks for it, and have already run vet 
a confiderable part; for who could reli 
Mrs. Letitia Pilkington's recommenda- 
tion? (By the way, is there any fuct 
gentlewon.an 12 or has ſomebody put cn 
the flyle of a (c:ibbling woman's panegy- 
ic to deceive ard laugh at Colley?) He 
ſeems to me full as pert and-as dull 5 
uſunl. There are whole pages of com- 
mon-place ſtuſt, that for (upidity might 
have been wrote by Dr. Waterland, et 
any other grave divine, did not the flir 
ing ſaucy phraſe give them at a dillance 
an air of youth and gaiety; it 1s ve} 
true, he is often in the right with regare 
to Tully's weakneſſes ; but was there any 
one that did not ſee them? Thoſe, | 
imapine, that would find a man tte! 
God's own heait, are no more likely te 


+ Fatitled “ Obſc-rvations on Cicero? 
„% Charater,” 

tf This lady made herſelf mor* known 
ſome time after the date of this letter. 
| trot 
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rot the Doctor's recommendation than 


s and as to reaſon, and truth, ,, 
en — him a loager life And a mind more at eaſe. 


Id they know their own faces, do you 
think, if = looked in the glaſs, and 
law themſelves ſo dedizened in rattered 
fringe and tarniſhed lace, in French je w. 
els and dirty turbelows, the, frippery of 
a ſtroller's wardrobe: ??? 

Literature, to take it in its, moſt com- 
prehenſive ſenſe, and include every thing 


that requires invention or judgment, or 


barely application and induſtry, ſeems in- 


deed drawing apace to its diſſolution, and 
remarkably ſince the beginning of the 
war. I remember to have read Mr. + 
Spence's pretty book; though (as he 


then had not been at Rome for the laſt 
time) it muſt have increaſed greatly face 


that in bulk. If you aſk me what I read, 


[ proteſt I do not recolle& one ſyllable ; 
but only in general, that they were the 
bett bred fort of men in the world, juſt 
the kind of frinds one would wiſh: to 


meet in a fine ſummer's evening, if one 


wiſhed to meet any at all. The hcads 
and tails of the dialogues, publiſhed ſepa- 
rate in 16mo, would make the ſweeteſt 
reading in natiur for young gentlemen of 
femily and fortune, that ave learning to 
dance, I rejoice to hear there is [ſuch 
a crowd of dramatical performances com 
ing upon the ſtage. 
very well, ſhe thanks you, and be damned 
at leiſure : I hope in God you have not 
mentioned, or -thewed to any body, that 
ſcene (for truſting in its badneſs, I for- 


got to caution you concerning it) ; but - 


heard the other day, that I was writing 
2 play, and was told the name of it, 
which nobody here could know, I am 
ſure. The employment you propoſe to 


me much hetter ſuits my inclination ; but 


I much fear our joint-Rock would hardly 
compoſe a [mall volume; what. I have 


is leſs confiderable than you would ima- - 


pine, and of that little we ſhoold not as it gives time to rejoice with you on 


your new honours +, This is only a be- 


be willing to publiſh all. * * 6 
This is all I can any where find. Yau, 
I imagine, may have à good deal more. 
I ſhould not care how unwiſe the ordinary 
run of readers might think my affeftion 


loc him, provided thoſe few, that ever 


loved any body, or judged of any thing 
rightly, might, from ſuch little remains, 


What is here omitted was a ſhort ents⸗ 


eue of Mr, Weſt's Poetry then in Mr. 
 Uray's hands, e 


Agrippina can ſtay 


i ae. 
m. be moyed to conſider what he wovld have 


been; and to wiſh that heaven had granted 


I ſend you a few lines, though Latin, 
which you do not like, for the ſake of the 
ſubject * it makes part of a targe deſign, 
and is the beginning of the fourth book, 


which was intended to treat of the pal-_ 


hons. Excuſe the three firſt verſes ; you 
know vanity, with the Romans, is a — 
r ˙ —˙— In Peng” 
LETTER IV. 

f Cambri tze, March 1, 1747. 
A S one ought to be particularly caretul 
to avoid blunders in a ies Kun of 
condolence, it would be a ſenſible latif- 
faction to me (before I teſtify my ſorrow, 
and the ſincere part 1 take in your miſ- 
fortune) to know for certain Who it is I 


lament. I knew Zara and Seli a; (Se- 


lima, was it? or Fatima?) or rather I 


knew them both together ; for I cannot 


juſtly ſay which was which. Then as 


to your handſome cat, the ame v dif- 


tingviſh her by, I am no leſs at a loſs, as 
well knowing one's handſome cat is al- 
ways the cat one likes helt ; or, if one be 


alive and the other dead, it is uſually the 


latter that is the handſomeſt. Beſides, 
if the point were ever ſo clear, I hope 


WJ do not think me fo ill-bred or fo im- 


rudent as to forfeit all my intereſt in the 
ſurvivor; Oh no ! I would rather ſeem 
to miſtake, and imagine to be ſure it muit 


be the tabby one that had met with this 
Fd accident. Till this affair is a litile 


better determined, you will excuſe. me if 


I do not begin to cry, 
* Tempus inane pete, requiem, gal iumęue N 


« dioleris ” - 


Which interval is the more convenient, 


ginning ; I reckon next week we ſhall 
hear you are a free-maſon, or a gormo- 
gon at leaſt. Heigh ho! I feel (as you 
to be ſure have dene long. fince) that I 
have very little to ſay, at leaſt in proſe. 
Somebody will be the better for it; I do 
not mean you, but your cat, feu Made- 


The admirable apoſtrophe to Mr. Weſt. 


+ Mr. Walpole was about this time elect- 
ed a Fellow of the Royal Society. 


4 Q moiſelle 


W . l 1 
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moiſelle Selime, whom I am about to im- 
- mortalize for one week or fortnight, as fol- 
lows . There's a Poem for you, 
it is rather too long for an Epitaph. 


LETTER IVnI. 
Mr. Gray fo Dr. Wharton. 


Stoke, June 5, 1748. 

| Our friendſhip has intereſted itſelf in 
my affairs ſo naturally, that I cannot 
help troubling you a Intle with a detail 


of they {EEE O p00: Aud now, : 


my dear Wharton, why muſt 1 tel} you 


a thing ſo contrary to my own wiſhes and 


your's ? I believe it is impoſſible for me 
to ſce vou in the North, or to enjoy any 
of thoſe agreeable hours 1 had 3 
myſelf wich. This bulineſs will oblige 
me to be in town ſeveral times during the 
ſummer, particularly in Auguſt, when 


half the money is to be paid; beſides, the 


good people here would think me the 
moſt caieleſs and 1vinous of morials, if 
I ſhowld take ſuch a journey at this time. 
The only ſatisfaction I can pretend to, 
is that of h 

laily at this time when I was bid o ex- 
pect the good news of an increaſe of your 
family. 
doubtleſs right ; but there are things in 
him very curious, got out of better au- 
thoriti-s now Joſt. Do you remember 
the Egypian hiſtory, and particulaily the 
account of the gold mines? My own 
. readings have been crvelly interropteg x 
what I have been highly pleaſed with, is 
the new Comedy fiom Paris by Greſſet, 
called Ie Mechant ; if you have it not, buy 
his works all together in two litle vo- 
lumes; they are colleAed by the Dutch 
hook ſellers, and conſequently contain ſome 
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beauties. There is alſo a Poem lately 


liſhed by Thomſon, called the cab 0 f 
Indolence, with ſome good ſtanzat in it, pr 00 
Mr. Maſon is my acquaintance ; IM e 
that Ode t much, but have found no ans any 


- elſe that did. He has much fancy, lum 


judgment, and a good deal of modefy; 
1 rake him for a good and well-meaning 
creature; but then he is really in fimpli 


- city a child, and loves every body he mer 


caring from you, and particu- - 


Your opinion of Diodorus is 


traſh ; but then there are the Ververt, the 


Fpiftle to P. Bougeant, the Chartreuſe, 


that to his ſiſter, an Ode on his country, | 


and another on Mediocrity, and the Sid- 
nei, another Comedy, all which have great 


|| The reader need hardly be told, that the 
4th Ode in the Colle Sion of his Poems was 
inſerted in the place of theſe aſterifks. 

+ The paragraph here omitted contained 
an account of Mr. Gray's Joſs of a houſe by 
tire 1 Cornhill, and the expence he ſhould 
be at in rebuilding it, Though it was in- 
ſured, he could at this time ill bear to lay out 
the additional ſum neceſſary for the put poſe. 


- 


' abundance, and that with a defign 9 


with: he reads little or nothing; writs 


make his fortune by it. My beſt con. 
pliments to Mrs. Wharton and your fi. 


wol 

mily ; does that name include any body ab 
I am not yet acquainted with ? L. 
6 | Ge 


LETT.E R LAX. 
From the ſame to the ſame. 


Stoke, Augult 19, 1748. 
an aus you have had any pleaſure in 
Greflet ; he ſeems te me a truly ele- 

gant and charming writer; the Mechant 
is the beſt Comedy Ic Ver read; his Ed. 
ward I could ſcarce get through; it s 
puerile ; though there are good lines, 
ſuch as this. for example: | 


Le jour d'un nouveau regne off le jour dei ts 
© prati.” | 


But good lines will make any thing 13. 
ther than a good play; however, you art 
to conſider this is a collection made up by 
the Dutch bookſellers; many things ur- 
finiſhed, or written. in, his youth, or de- 
ſigned not for the world, but to make 
his friends laugh, as the Lutrin vivant, 
%c. There are two noble lines, which, 
as they are in the middle of an Ode 0 
the King, may perhaps have eſcaped 


you s 


Le eri d'un peuple beurewe oft la ſeule el. 
quence, _ 
«© Dui ſpait parler der Reis :" 

Which is very toe, and ſhould have 
been a hint to himielf not to write Odes 
to the King at all. e 

As I have nothing more to ſay at pre- 
ſent, I fill my paper with the beginning 
of an Eſſay; what name to give it J 
know not; but the ſubjeA is the Alliance 
of Education and Government: I mean 


T Ode to a Water Nymph, publiſhed 
about this time in Dodfley's Miſcellany. 5 
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do thew that they muſt both concur to 


oduce great and uſeful men. I deſire 


your judgment upon it before I proceed ; 


ary further, | 


LETTER IX. 
From the ſame to the ſame. 


Cambridge, March 9, 1748-9. 

OU aſk for ſome account of books. 

The principal I can tell you of js a 
work ef the Prefident Monteſquieu, the 
labour of twenty years; it is called 
L'Eiprit des Lo x, 2 vols. 4to, printed at 
Geneva. He lays down the principles 
on which are founded the three forts of 
government, deſpotiſm, the limited mo- 
narchv, and the republican 3 and ſhews 
how from theſe are deduced the laws and 


atoms by which they are guided and 


maintained ; the education proper to each 
form ; the influence of climate, ſituation, 
religion, &c, on the minds of particular 
nations and on their policy. The ſub- 
jet, you ſee, is as extenſive as man- 
kind ; the thoughts perteftly new, gene- 
ally admirable as they are juſt, ſome- 
tines a little too refined. In ſhort, there 
ve fanlts, but ſuch as ant ordinay man 
tool never have committed. The Ryle 
rey lively and conciſe (conſequently 
lometimes obſcure); it is the gravity of 
Tacitus, whom he admires, tempered 
with the gaiety and fire of a Frenchman. 
The time of night will not luffer me to 
do on; but I will write again in a week. 


LETTER 1 
From the ſame to the ſame. f 


Cambridge, April 25, 1749. 

] Praceive that ſecond parts are as 

bad to write as they can be to read; 
for this, which you ought to have had 
2 week afier the firſt, has been a full 
month in coming forth. The ſpirit of 
lazineſs (the ſpirit of the place) begins to 
polſcls even me, who have ſo long de- 
claimed againſt it 3 yet has it not ſo pre- 
valled, but that I feel that diſcontent 
"ih myſelf, that ennui, that ever accom- 
panes it in its beginnings. Time will 
enle my conſcience ; time will reconcile 
me to this languid companion: we ſhall 
{nd!e, we ſhall tipple, we ſhall dore to- 


E 6 
gether; we mall have our little jokes like 
other people, and our old ſtories: brandy 


AKE &. 


will finiſh what port began ; and a month 
after the time you will ſce in ſome corner 
of a London Evening Poſt, «© Yeſterday 
« died the Reverend Mr. John Gray, 
„ Senior Fellow of Clare-Hall, a face- 
*« tious companion, and well reſpected by 
„all that knew him. His death is ſup- 
% poſed to have been occalioned. by a 
« fit of an apoplexy, being found fallen 
% out of bed with his head in the cham» 
„ der- pot.“ 

In the mean while, to go on with my 
account of new books. Monteſquieu's 
work, which 1 mentioned before, is now 
publiſhing anew in 2 vols. 8v0. Have you 
teen old Crebillon's Catalina, a tragedy, 
which has had a prodigious run at Paris? 
Hiſtorical truth is too much perverted in 


it, which is ridiculous in a ſtory ſo gene- 


rally known ; but if you can get over this, 
the ſentiments and yerfification are fine, 
and moſt of the characters (particularly 
the principal one) painted with great 
ſpirit, 3 | 
8 Birch, the indefatigable, has juſt 
put out a thick eavo of original papers 
of Queen Elizabeth's time; there are 
many curious things in it, particularly 
letters from Sir Robert Cecil (Saliſbury) 
about his negociations with Henry IV. of 
France, the Earl of Monmouth's odd 
account of Queen Elizabeth's death, ſe- 
veral peculiarities of James I. and Prince 
Henry, &c. and above all, an excellent 
account of the ſtate of France, with cha- 
rafters of the King, his court, and mi- 
niftry, by Sir George Carew, ambaſſa- 
dor there. This, I think, is all new 
worth mentioning, that T have ſeen or 
heard of; except a Natural Hiſtery of 
Peru, in Spaniſh, printed at London, by 
Don ſomething, a man of learn- 
ing, ſent thither by that court on pur- 
ſe.” bo | 
You aſk after my Chronology. It was 
begun, as 1 told you, almoſt two years 
ago, when I was in the midſt of Diogenes 
Laertius and his philoſophers, as a pro- 
cemium to their works. My intention in 
forming this table was not ſo much fer 
public events, though theſe too have a 
column aſſigned them, but rather in a li- 
terary way to compare the time of all 
great men, their writings and their 


tranſaQtions. 1 have brought it from the 
zoth Olympiad, , where it begins, to the 
| | „„ >. -. 00s 
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113th ; that is, 332 years ®. My onl 
modern affiſtants 1 Narham, Dod. 
well, and Bentley. | 

I have fince that read Pauſanias and 
| Athenzvs all through, and ZEchylus 
again, I am now in Pindar and Lyhas ; 
for I take, verſe and proſe together like 
bread and cheeſe. 


LETTER LXII. 
Mr. Gray to. Dr. Wharton. 


Cambridge, Aug. 8, 1749. 

I ParoMISED Dr. Keene long fince to 
give you an account of our magnifi- 
cence hefe 1; but the news- papers and 
he himſelf in perſon have got the ſtart 
of my indolence, fo that by this time you 
are well acquainted with all the events 
that adorned that week of wonders, Thus 
much 1 may venture to tell you, becauſe 
it is piobable noboody elſe has done it, 
that our friend 's zeal and eloquence 
ſurpaſſed all power of deſcription, Ve- 


ſuvio in an eruption was not more vio- 
lent than his utterance, nor (ſince I am 


at my mountains) Pelion, with all its 
pine-trees in a fform of wind, more im- 
petuous than his action; and yet the ſe- 
nate-houſe ſtill Rands, and 1 thank God) 


we ate all (ate and well at your ſervice, 


] was ready to fmk for him, and ſcarce 
dared to look about: me, when I was ſure 
it was all over; but foon found I might 
bave ſpared my confubbon ; all people 
joined to ap-laud him. Every thing 
was quite tight: and 1 dare (wear not 
three people here but think him a mo- 
del of oratory ; for all the Duke's little 
court came with a refulutiin to be 
pleaſcd; and when tbe tone was once 
given, the univerity, who ever wait for 


the judgment of their betters, ſtruck 


into it with an admirable harn.ony : for 
the reſt of the p*1f- rmances, they were 
juſt what they uſually are. Every one, 
while it laſted, was very gay and very 
buly in the morning, and very owliſh and 


* This [laborious work was formed much 
in the manner of the Preſident Henavult's 
Hi tire de France.” Every prge coghited 
©. nine columns; our for the Olympiad, the 
nent for the Archons; the third tor the public 
a: irs of Greece, the three next for the 
ohiiuſophers, . and the three lait for, poets, 
hiltorians, and orators. | 2 
F The Duke of Neweaſtle's inlallation 
as Chancellor of the Univerſity. A ep 
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Book I. 
very tipſy at night: I make no 
tions — the Gale to Blue 
Maſon's Ode was the only entertaingien 
that had any tolerable elegance; and, ſu 
my own part I think it (with ſome link 
abatements) uncommonly well on ſuch u 


_ occaſion. Pray let me know your ſeni. 
ments; for doubtleſs you have ſeen it, 


The author of it grows apace into m 
good graces, as I know — wy 11 


very ingenious, with great good-natun 


and ſimplicity; a little vain, but in 0 
harmleſs and fo comical a way, that f 
does not offend one at all; a liuile ami. 
tious, but withal ſo ignorant in the world 
and its ways, that this does not hurt hin 
in one's opinion; ſo ſincere and ſo undi. 
guiſed, that no mind, with a ſpark af 
generohty, would ever think of hyrting 
him, he lies ſo open to injury; but ſoin- 


dolent, that if be cannot overcome this 


habit, all his good qualities will fignif 
nothing at all. After all, I like him ge 
well, I couſd wiſh you knew him. 


LETTER LXEL 
Mr. Gray to his Mother. 


Carbriege, Nov. 7, 1745: 

T* unhappy news I have jutt receiv- 
ed from you equally ſurpriſes and 
afflicts me +. I have loſt a perſon I loved 
very much, and have been uſed to from 
my infancy; but am much more cor- 
ccrned for your loſs, the cucumſtances 
of which I forbear to dwell upon, as you 
mull be too ſenſible of them yourſelf , and 
will, I fear, more and more need a con- 
lation that no one can give, except He 
who has preſei ved her to you ſo many 
y-ars, and at laſt, when it was his plez- 
ſure, has taken her from us to himlelf: 
and perhaps, if we refle& upon what ſhe 
telt in this life, we may look upon this 
as an inſtance of his goodneſs both to 
her, and to thoſe that loved her. Sh 


might have languiſhed many years be. 


fore our eyes in a continual increaſe of 


pain, and totally helpleſs ; ſhe might 


have long wiſhed to end her miſery 
without being able to attain it; ot pe- 


+ The death of his aunt, Mrs. Mary 
Antrobus, who died the gth of November, 
and was buried in a vault in Stoke church- 
yard near the chancel door, in which 400 


his mother and himſelf (according to the 


direction in his will) were aſterwarcs * 
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haps even loſt all ſenſe, and yet continued 
to breathe z 3 ſad ſpectacle to ſuch as 
muſt have felt more for her than ſhe could 
have done for herſelf, owever you 
may deplore your own loſs, yet think that 
ſhe is at leaſt eaſy and happy; and has 
now more occaſion to pity us than we her, 


1 hope, and beg, you will ſupport your- ' 


ſelf with that reſignation we owe to Him, 
who gave us our being for our good, and 
who deprives us of it for the ſame reaſon, 
| would have come to you direAly, but 
you do not ſay whether you deſire I 
{hould or not; if you do, I beg I may 
know it, for there is nothing to hinder 
me, and I am in very good health. 


LETTER LXIV. 
Mr, Gray to Dr. Wharton. 


Stoke, Aug. 9, 1750. 
ARurorLE ſays (one may write 
Greek to you without ſcandal) that 
0! rem o Harvouos Try Oihiay amhng, dA 


. 2 # * 7 * * 
r evipytiay* tav d xgpomes h 4&mouoia yernTa 
” 


x2) rig lag Forer Andy mroveiy, obey tina. 
ene & OR &mpoonyopia HEAUTEY, 
But Ariſtotle may ſay whatever he 
pleaſes, I do not find myſelf at all the 
worſe for it. I could indeed wiſh to re- 
frelh my Erieytta a little at Durham by 
the fight of you, but when 15 there a 
probability of my being fo happy? It 
concerned me greatly when 1 beard the 


other day that your aſthma continued at 


times 10 afflict you, and that you wee 


atten obliged to go into the country to 


breathe ; you cannot oblige me more than 
by giving me an account both of the ſtate 
ot your body and mind: I hope the lat- 
ter is able to keep you cheerful and eaſy 
in ſpite of the frailties of its companion, 
\s to my own, it can neither do one nor 
ine other; and I have the mortification 
to find my ſpiritual part the moſt infirm 
tling about me. You have doubtleſs 
heard of the loſs I have had in Dr. Mid- 
dleton, whole houſe was the only eaſy 


place one could find to converſe in at 


Cambridge : for my part I find a friend 
o uncommon a thing, that I cannot help 
[egretting eyen an old acquaintance, 
which is an indifferent likeneſs of it; 
and though I do not approye the ſpirit of 
"is books, methinks it is a pity the world 
ſhould loſe ſo rare a thing as a good writer, 


R E C- 
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My ſtudies cannot furniſh a recom- 
mendation of many new books to you. 
There is a defence © de Eſprit des Loiæ, 
by Monteſquieu himſelf; it has ſome lively 
things in it, but is wy ſhort, and his 
adverſary appears to be ſu mean a bigot 


that he deſerved no anſwer. There are 


3 vols. in 4to of . Hifloire du Cabinet 
„% du Roy, by Meſſrs. Buffons and d'Au- 
„ benton;“ the firſt is a man of character, 
but I am told has hurt it by this work. 
It is all a ſort of introduſtion to natural 
hiſtory ; the weak part of it is a love of 
ſyſtem which runs through it; the moſt 


entirely grounded upon experiments, and 
which has nothing to do with vivacity-of 
imagination. However, I cannot help 


commending the govern! view which he 


gives of the face of the earth, followed by 
a particular one of all the known nations, 
their peculiar figure and manners, which 


_ contrary thing in the world to a ſcience - 


is the beſt epitome of geography I ever 


met with, and ritten with ſenſe and ele- 
gance; in ſhort, theſe books are well 
worth turning over. The Memoirs of 
the Abbe de Mongon, in 5; vols. are 
highly commended, but 1 have not ſeen 
them. He was engaged in ſeveral em- 
baſſies to Germany, England, &e. during 
the courſe of the late war. 
Henault's © Abrege Cbronologigue de ! Hif- 
©« tore de France, I beli ve I have be- 
fore mentioned to you as A very good 
book of its kind. 


LETTER IXV. 
Mr. Gray to Mr. Waljole. 


| Cambridge, Feb. 11, 1751 

AS you have brought me into a little 

ſort of diſtreis, you muſt aſſiſt me, I 
believe, to get out of it as well as I can. 
Yeſterday 1 had the misfortune of re- 
ceiving a letter fiom certain gentlemen 
(as their bookſeller expreſſes it), who 
have taken the Magazine of Magazines 
into their hand: they tell me that an in- 
genious poem, called Reflections in a 
Country Chyrch-ya«l, has been commu- 
nicated to them, which they are printing 
forthwith ; that they are informed that 
the excellent author of it is I by name, 
and that they beg not only his indulgence, 
but the honour of his correſpondence, 


&c. As 1 am not at all diſpoſed to be. 


either ſo indulgent, or ſo correſpondent, 
| as 


The Preſident | 


* 
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. as they deſire, I have but one bad way 


| left to eſcape the honour they would in- 


fit wpon me; and therefore am obliged 
to defire you would make Dodſley print 
it immediately (which may be done in 
Jefs than a week's time) from your copy, 
dut without my name, in what form is 
moſt convenient for him, but on his beft 
paper and character; he muſt correct the 
prefs himfelf, and print it without any 
interval between the ſtanzas, becauſe the 


tenſe is in ſome places continued beyond 


them; and the title muſt be,.— Elegy, 
written in a Country Church-yard. it 
he would add a line or two to ſay it 
came into his hands by accident, I ſhould 
ke it better. If you behold the Ma- 
gazine of Magazines in the light that 1 
do, you will not refuſe to give yourſelf 
this trouble on my account, which you 
have taken of your own accord before 
now. If Dodſley do not do this imme- 
diately, he may as well let it alone. 


LETTER ILXVI. 
Mr. Gray to Dr. Wharton. 


| Dec. 19, 1752. 

AvE you read Madame de Mainte- 
| non's Letieis? They are undoubtedly 
genuine; they begin very early in her 


life, before ſhe married Scarron, and 


continue after the king's death to within 
- a Iiitle while of her own: they bear all 
the marks of a noble ſj.ivit (in her ad- 
ve: ſuy particularly), of virtue and unaf- 
feed devotion; inſomuch, that I am 
almott per ſuaded ſhe was actually married 
to Lewis the XIVth, and never his mil- 
neſs; and this not out of any policy or 


ambition, bur conſcience; for ſhe was 


what we ſhould call a bipot, yet with 
great good ſenſe: in ſhort ſhe was too 
good for a court. Misfortunes in the 
beginning of her life had formed her 
mind (naturally lively and impatient) to 
reſledl ion and a habit of piety. She was 
always miſerable while ſhe had the care 
of Madame de Mo+.eſpan's children ; 
timid and very cautious of making uſe of 
that unlimited power ſhe roſe to after- 
wards, for fear of treſpaſſing on the 
king's friendſhip for her ; and after his 
death not at all af aid of meeting her own, 

1 do not know what to ſay to you with 
reoa:d to Racine; it ſounds to me as if 
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any body ſhould fall upon Shakeſpey, 


who indeed lies infinitely more open 10 
criticiſm of all kinds; but I ſhould ng 


care to be the perſon that undertook it. 
If you do not like Athaliah or Britanni. 
cus, there is no more to be ſaid. 1 hare 
done, 
\ Biſhop Hall's ſatires, called Vergide. 
miz, are lately republiſhed. They are 
full of ſpirit and poetry; as much of the 
firſt as Dr, Donne, and far more of the 
latter; they were written at the univer- 
ſity when he was about twenty-three 
years old, and in Queen Elizabeth's time, 

| You do not ſay whether you have read 
the Crito ®. I only recommend the dra- 
matic part of the Phædo to you, not the 
argumentative. The ſubjeR of the Eraftz 
is good; it treats of that peculiar charac- 
ter and turn of mind which belongs to x 
true philoſopher, but it is ſhorter than 
one would wiſh, The Euthyphroll would 
not read at all. 


LETTER LXVII. 
Mr. Gray to Mr. Walpole. | 


Stoke, Jan. 1753. 

I Am at preſent at Stoke, to which plac? 
I came at half an hour's warning upon 
the news I received of my mother's ill 
neſs, and did not expect to have found 
her alive; but when-I arrived the was 
much better, and continues ſo, I ſhall 
therefore be very glad to make you a viſit 
at n ee Prone whenever you give 
me notice of a convenient time, I am 
ſurpriſed at the om, which far ſur- 
paſſes my idea of London graving : ihe 
drawing ſitſelf was fo finiſhed, that I ſop- 
poſe it did not require all the art I had 


imagined to copy it tolerably. My aun!s 


ſeeing me open your Letter, took it to be 
a burying-ticket, and aſked whether any 
body had left me a ting; and fo they 
ſtill conceive it to be, even with all their 
ſpectacles on. Heaven forbid they ſhould 


ſuſpeRt it to belong io any verſes of mine, 


they would burn me for a poet. On my 
own part I am ſatisfied, if this deſign of 
your's ſucceed ſo well as you intend it; 


ard yet I know it will be accompanied 


with ſomething not at all agreeable to 
me. —While 1 write this, 1 receive yo"? 


Ol Plato. 


ſecond 
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ſecond. letter.-Sure you are not out his affairs. I muſt (if you will ſuffer me 
of your wits! This I know, if you ſuffer to ſay ſo) call it great weakneſs ; and yet 
my head to be printed, you will infalli- perhaps your affliction for him is heighten- 
bly put me out of mine. I conjure you im- ed by that very weakneſs; for I know it 
mediately to put a ſtop to any ſuch deſign. is poſſible to feel an additional ſorrow for 
Who is at the expence of engraving it, I the faolts of thoſe we have loved, even 
know not: but if it be Dodſley, I will where that fault has been greatly injuci- 
nake up the loſs to him, The thing as ous to ourſelves. —Let me defire you not 
it was, I know, will make me ridiculous to expoſe yourſelf to any further danger 
enough z but to appear in proper perſon, in the midſt of that ſcene of ſickneſs and 
u the head of my works, conſiſting of death; but withdraw as ſoon as poſſible 
aalf a dozen ballads in thirty pages, would to ſome place at a little diſtance in the 
be worle than the pillory. I do aſſure you, country; for 1 do not, in the leaſt, like 
if I had received ſuch a book, with ſuch the fituation you are in, I do not at- 
a frontiſpiece, without any warning, I tempt to conſole you on the fituation your 
believe it would have given me a pally: fortune is left in: if it were far worſe, 
iberefore I rejoice to have received this the good opinion I have of you tells me, 
noice, and ſhall not be ea'y till you tell- you will never the ſooner do any thing 
me all thoughts of it are laid afide. I mean or unworthy of yourſelf; and con - 
am extremely in earneſt, and cannot bear ſequently I cannot pity you on this ac- 
even the idea. count, but I ſincerely do on the new loſs 

| hail written to Dodſley if I had not you have had of a good and friendly man, 
received your's, to tell him how little I whoſe memory I honour. I have ſeen 
liked the title winch he meant to prefix; the ſcene you deſcribe, and know how 
but your letter has put all that out of my dreadful it is: I know too I am the bet- 
head, It you think it neceſſa y to print ter for it. We ate all idle and Ro 
treſe explanations for the uſe of people leſs things, and have ne ſenſe, no uſe in 
that have no eyes, I ſhould be glad they the world any longer than that fad im- 
were 4 |-ttle altered. 1 am, to my ſhame, preſſion laſts; the de: per it is engraved 


0 


n your debt for a long letter; but I can- the bettet. 

. not think of any thing elſe till you have | 

Ic? et me at eaſe on this matter. ö 

on LETT ER LN 
"= LETTER EVI. 
od | Mr. Gray to Dr. Wharton, 
wr Mr. Gray to Mr. Maſon. ; 
ja | 7 | Stoke, Sept. 18, 1754- 
2 ee a I AM glad you enter into the ſpirit of 
ive A LiTTLE while before I received your Strawberry-Caftle ; it has a purity and 
am melancholy letter, 1 had been in- propriety of Gothiciſm in it (with very 
ur- formed by Mr. Charles Aviſon of one of fe exceptions) that T have not ſeen elſe- 
the the la events you mention ®, I know where. My Lord: Radnor's vagaries I C 
op- what it 1s to loſe perſons that one's eyes ſee did not keep you from doing juſtice 3 
jad and heart have long been uſed to; and I (0 his firnarion, which far ſurpaſſes 2 
_— never defire to pat with the remem- thing near it; and 1 do not know — I 
be brance of that loſs, nor would wiſh you laughing ſcene than that about Twicken- | 
wy Mould. It is ſomething that you had a ham and Richmond. De. Akenſide, I 
as bttle 2 * acquaint yourſelf mm the perceive, is no conjurer in architefture; 

tz before-hand ; and that your father - os tg 
wid ſuffered but linle pain, tn as thing eſpecially when he talks of the ruing'of 


Jy NY that wakes death tevvible. Affe 1 have Ses e e e en : 


2 than they are Chineſe. The Egyptian 2A 
_ * '"1s, 1 cannot help expreſſing my fyie (fee Dr. Pocock, not his diſcourſes, 3 
. 7 priſe at the diſpoſition he has made of but his prints) was apparently the mother I 
died x The death of Mr. Maſon's father, and of - —.— reek ; and there my ſuch a fimi- I 
8 „Ma madoke Pric ket, a youne phyſician litude between the Egyptian and thoſe- 4 
your * own age, with whom he was brought up Per ſian ruins, as gave Diodorus room to 4 

, d \Mtancy, who died of the fame infec- affirm, that the old buildings of Perſia - Y 

on tever, 8 were certainly performed by Egyptian 1 


> 
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artiſts. As to the other part of your 
friend's opinion, that the Gothic man- 
ner is the Saracen or Mooriſh, he has a 
uy; authority to ſupport bim, that of 


ir Chriſtopher Wren; and yet I cannot 


help thinking it undoubtedly wrong. 
The palaces in Spain I never ſaw but 
in deſcription, which gives us little or no 
idea of things 3 but the Doge's palace at 
Venice I have ſeen, which is in the Ara- 
beſque manner : and the houſes of Bar- 
bary you may ſee in Dr. Shaw's book, 
not to mention abundance of other Eaftern 
buildings in Nu. Perſia, &c. that we 
have views of; and they ſeem plainly to 
be corruptions of the Greek architecture, 
broke into little parts indeed, and covered 
wich litile ornaments, but in a taſte very 
diſtinguiſhable from that which we call 
Gothic. There is one thing that tuns 


through the Mooriſh buildings that an 


imitator would certainly have been firſt 


ſtruck with, and would have tried to 
copy; and that is the cupolas which 
cover "_y thing, baths, apartments, 
and, even 
Gothic cupola? It is a thing plainly of 
Greck original. L do not fee any thing 
but the flender ſpres that ſerve for lice- 
ples, which may perhaps be borrowed 
from the Saracen minarets on their 
moſques. 5 
I take it ill you ſhould fay any thing 
againſt the Mole; it is a refſection I fee 
caſt at the Thames, Do you think that 
rivers which have lived in London and 
its neighbourhood all their days, will 
run roaring and tumbling about like 
our tramontane torrents in. the North ? 


o, they only glide and whiſper. 


n 
Nr. Gray to Dr. Wharton. 


8 Cambridge, March 9, 1755. 
1 Do not pretend to humble any one's 
1 pride; I love my own too well to at- 
tempt it. As to mortifying their vanity 
it is too eaſy and too mean a talk for me 
to delight in. You are very good in 
ſhewing ſo much ſenſibility on my ac- 
count; dut be aflured my taſte for praiſe 
-1s not like that of children for fruit ; if 
there were nothing hut medlars and 
black-berries in the world, I could be 
very well content to go without any at 


itchens; yet Who ever ſaw a | 


| 
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all. I dare ſay that Maſon, though ſons 
years younger than I, was as little gn. 
vated with the approbation of Lord — 1 
Lord as I am worrified by their filers, 

With regard to publiſhing, I am 1 
ſo much againſt the thing itſelf a 0 
publiſhing this ode alone “. I have twon 
three ideas more in my head. What is 
come of them? 'Muit they too come oy 
in the ſhape of little 


ny fam, 
dropping one after ascher i N. Dod. 


ley thinks fit to collect them with hl. 


This's ſong, and Mr. T'other's epigran, 
into a pfetty volume? I am ſure Man 


mult be 4enfble of this, and thereſon 
cannot mean what he ſays. Neither an] 
2 of your opinion with regard 1 

rophe and antiſtrophe: ſetting aſide the 
difficulty of execution, methinks it ba 
little or no effe& on the ear, which ſcare 
perceives the regular return of metre; x 
ſo great a diſtance from one another: . 
make it ſucceed, I am perſuaded the 
ſtanzas muſt not conſut of above nine 
lines each at the moſt. Pindar has ft 
veral ſuch odes. | 


LETTER LIXXl. 
From the fame to the ſane. 


Pembroke Hall, March 28, 17:6 
Hoven 1 had no reaſonable excot 

for myſelf before I received your lit 
letter, yet ſince that time I have bad! 
pretty good one; having been taken up 
in quarrelling with Peter-houſe t, ans 
removing mylelf from thence to Pes. 
broke. This may be looked upon #3 
ſort of zra in a life ſo barren of even 


® His Ode on the Progreſs of Poetry. 

+ The res ſon of Mr. Gray's changing © 
College, which is here only glanced »t, . 
in few words this: Two or three young cet 
of fortune, Who lived in the ſame ſtair, 
had for ſome time intentionally diſturded bn 
with their riots, and carried their il) bets 
viour ſo fat as frequently to awaken hin # 
midnight, After. having borne with their l. 


ſults longer than might reaſonably have ber 


expected even from a man of leſs warmth 
temper, Mr. Gray complained to the govt” 
ing part of the Society; and not think's| 
that his remon!trance was ſufficiently att 1 
ed to, quitted the College. The flight mat 
ner in which he mentions this affair, whell 
writing to one of his molt intimate 8 
certainly does honour to the plecability © 


his diſpoſition. ie; 


dect. 1. 


mine; yet I ſhall treat it in Voltaire's 
manner, and only tell you that I left my 
lodgings becauſe the rooms were noiſy, 


| 20d the people of the houſe uncivil: This. 
s all | would chooſe to have fard about it; 


but if you in private ſhould be curious 
eno'igh to enter into a particular detail of 
fats 21d minute circumſtauces, the bear- 
er, who was witneis to them, will + 6hably 
fatisfy you. ALT ſhall ſay more is, that I 
am for the preſent exiremely wel} lodzed 
here, and as quiet as in the Grand Char- 
reuſe; an“! that every body (even Dr. 
Long himſelf) we as civil as they could 
be to Ma: y of Valens ® is per ſon, 

With regard to any advice [ can give 
you about your being Phyſician to the 
Hoſpital, I frankly own it ought to give 
way to a much better judge, eſpecially ſo 
&{intzrefted a one as Dr. Heberden. I 
lye refulals no more than you do. But 
35 to your fears of effluvia, I maintain 
that one ſick rich patient has more of 
peltilerce and putrefaction about him than 
x whole ward of ſick poor. | 

The fimilitude between the Italian re- 
publics and thoſe of ancient Greece has 
often ſtruck me, avit does you. I do not 
«onde: that Sully's Memoirs have highly 
entertained you; but cannot agree with 
you in thinking him or his maſter two of 
'he beſt men in the world. The King 
nas inde*d one of the beſt-natuſed men 
that ever lived ; but it is owing only to 
carce that his intended marriage with 
Mdame d'Etttees, or with the Mar- 
dune d- Vernem), did not involye him 
in! the kingdom in the molt inextricable 
ernfuſion. 3 and his deſign upon the P. in- 
e's of Conde (in his old age) was worte 
% As to the Minifter, his baſe appli- 
non to Concini, after the murder of 
tiny, has quite ruined him in my 
titer, and dcltreyed all the merit of 
et honeſt ſurly pride for which I ho- 
"owe! tim before; yet I own that, as 
Rings and Nuvitters go, they were both 
cr men. Pray look at the 
end of Jirch's State Papers of Sir J. 
Edo de, for the character of the French 
(C mT at thit ume; it is written by Sir 
George Carew. 

You (hould have received Maſon's 


elfen + Jail Saturday, I deſire you to 


« 33 
Foundref; of the College. 
ly e our Odes which Mr. Maſon had 
% PUoiitied [e parately, . 


R E C E N T. 


673 
tell me your critical opinion of the new 
Odes, and alſo whether you have found 


out two lines which he has inferred in his 


third to a friend, which are ſuperlative f. 


Me do not expect the world, which is juſt 


going to be invaded, will beſtow much 
ait-ntion on them; if you hear any thing, 
you will tell us. 


LETTER LXXII. 


From the ſame to the ſame. 


| June 14, 1756, 
Hoval allow abundance for your 
kindueſs and partiality to me, I am 

yet much pleaſed with the good opinion 
you ſeem to have of the Bard: I have 
not, however, done a word more than the 
little you have ſeen, having been in a 
ve: y liftleſs, unpleaſant, and inutile (tate 
of mind for this long time, for which I. 
ſhall beg you to preſcribe me ſomewhat 
ſtrengthening and ayolutinant, leſt it turn 
to a confirmed pthifis. | 

I recommend two little French books 
to you, one called Memoires de M. de la 
Porte; it has all the air of ſimplicity and 
truth, and contains ſume few very extra- 
ordinary tatts relating to Anne of Aultiia 
and Cardinal Mazarine. "The other is in 
two ſmall volumes, © Memoves de Ma- 
„ dame Staal.” The facts are no great 
matter, but the manner and vivacity make 
them intereſting. She was a ſort of con- 
fidante to the late Dutcheſs of Maine, and 
impriſoned a long time on her account 
during the regency. | | 

I ought before now to have thanked 
vou for your kind offer, which I wean 
ſoon to accept, for a reaſon which, to be 


ſure, can he none to you and Mis. Whar- 
ton; and therefore I think it my duty to 


give you notice of it, I have told you al- 
ready of my mental ailments ; and it is a 
very poſſible thing alſo that I may be bo- 
dily ill again in town, which I would net 
choole to be in a dirty inconvenient lodg- 
ing, where, perhaps, my nurſe might 
ſtifle me with a pillow ; and therefore it is 
no wonder if I preter your houſe; but I 
tell you of this in time, that if eicher of 
you are frightered at the thoughts of a 


} While thro? the weſt, where ſinks the 
_ crimſon day, | 
Meek Twil'ght Nlowly fails, and waves her 
banners gray. : 


4 R 


* 


ſic k 


— hr. e. ve ris PATH - 
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ſick body, you may make a handſome ex- 
cuſe, and ſave yourſelves this trouble. 


| You are not, however, io imagine my ill- 
reſs isinefſe; no, it is only in poſſe; other-. 


wiſe I ſhould be ſcrupulous of bringing it 
home to you. I think I ſhall be with you 
in about a fortnight. | 


LETTER LXXIII. 


Mr. Gray to Mr. Maſon. 


Stoke, July 25, 1756. 
] FEEL a contrition for my long blence ; 
and yet perhaps it is the laſt thing you 


trouble your head about. Nevertheleſs, 


] will be as ſorry as if you took it ill. I 
am ſorry too to ſee you fo punctilious as 
to ſtand upon anſwers, and never to come 
near me till I have regularly left my 
name at your door, like a mercer's wife, 
that imitates people who go a- viſiting. 


I would forgive you this, if you could 


poſſibly fuſpet 1 were doing any thirg 


that I liked better; for then your forma- 


lity might look like being piqued at my 
negligence, which has ſomewhat in it 
like kindneſs; but you know 1 am at 
Stoke, hearing, ſeeing, doing ablo- 
lutely nothing. Not ſuch a nothing as 
you do at Tunbridge, chequered and di- 
verſified with a ſucceſſion of fleeting co- 


louis; but heavy, liſeleſe, without form, 


and void; ſometimes almoſt as black as 
the moral of Voltaire's Liſbon “, which 
angers vou ſo. I have had no wore muſ- 
cular inflations, and am only troubled with 
this depreſſion of mind. Vou will not 
expect, therefore, I ſhould give you any 
account of my Verve, which is at beſt 
(yon know) of to delicate a conhmutiog, 
and has ſuch weak nerves, as nit to ftir 
out of its chamber above three days in a 
year. But I hall inquire after you!'s, 
and why it is off again? It has certainly 
worſe nerves than. mine, if your Re- 
viewers have friphted it. Sure I (not to 
mention a ſcore of your other critics) am 


ſomething a better judge than all the 


men-midwives and prieſbyterian paiſons 4 
that ever were burn. Pray: give me 
leave to atk you, do yon find yourfelf 


tickled with the commendations of ſuch 


* His Poem *© (ur la Dcſt:ufon de Lite 
* bon,” publ ſhed about that tim». 

+ The Review-'s, t the time, were 
ſuppoſed to be of theſe pr of: ſſions. 


Book I. 
people? (for you have your ſhare of theſe 
too :) 1 dare ſay not; yout vanity has cer. 
tainly a better taſte. And ca then the 
cenſure of ſuch critics, move you? I own 
it is an impertinence in thele gentry to 
talk of one at all, either in good or in 
bad; but this we mult all-ſwallow; ! 
mean not only we that write, but all the 
Wes that ever did any thing to be talked 
of. 
While I am writing I receive your's, 


and rejoice to find that the genial influ- 


ences of this fine ſeaſon, which produce 
nothing in me, have hatched high and 
unimaginable fan'ahies in you . I fee 
methinks, as I fit on Snowdon, ſome 
glimpſe of Mona and her haunted ſhades, 
ard hope we ſhall be very good neigh- 
bours. Any Druidical anecdotes that [ 
can meet with, I will be ſure to ſend you- 
when I return to Cambridge; but I can- 
not pretend to be learned without books, 
or to know the Druids from modern Bi- 
ſhops at this diſtance. I can only tell 
you not to go and take Mona for the Ile 
of Man: it is Angleſey, a tract of, plain 
country, very fertile, but pictureſque only 
from the view it has of Caernarvonſhire, 
from which it is ſeparated by the Menai, 
2 narrow arm of ihe fra. Forgive me 
for [\-ppoſing in you ſuch a want of erv- 
dition. 

I congratulate you on our glorious ſoc- 


ceſſes in the Mediterranean. Shall we 


£0 in time, ard hie a houſe together in 
Switzerland? It is a fine poetical country 
to look at, and nobody there will unde 
ſtand a word we ſay or wiite. 


LETTER LXXIV. 


From the ſame to the ſame. 


| Cambridge, May, 1757. 

2 U are ſo forget ful of me that I ſhov]! 

not forgive it, but that I ſuppoſe Co. 
ractacus may be the better for it. Vet! 
hear nothing from him neither, in ſpite of 
his promiſes : there is no faith in man, 50 
not in a Welchman ; and yet Mr. Partys 
has heen here, and ſcratched out ſuch r4- 
viſhing blind harmony, ſuch tunes of 3 


f Mr. Maſon had ſent him his firſt idea o 
Caractacus, drawn ont in x ſhort argument- 

A capital performer on the Welch harp, 
and who was either born blind, or had been 


ſo from his infancy. 


thouſand 


23 . 23 OB 


p, 
1 


sect. I. 


thouſand years old, with names enough 
to choak you, as have ſet all this learned 
body a-dancing, and inſpired them with 
due reveience for my old Ber his coun- 
ryman, whenever he ſhall appear. Mr. 
Parry, you mutt know, has put my Ole 
in motion again, and has brouyg ht it at laſt 
to 4 concluhon. It is to him, therefore, 
that you owe the treat which I fend you 


 incloled ; namely, the breaſt and merry- 


thouzht, and rump too, of the chicken 
which I have been chewing ſo long, that 
| would give the world for neck beef or 
cow-heel. 

You will obſerve, in the beginning of 
this thing, ſme alterations of a few 
words, partly tor improvement, and part- 
ly to avoid repetitions of like words and 
rhymes , yet I have not got rid of them 
all; the lx laſt lines of the fifth ſtanza 
ne new; tell me whether they will do. I 
am well aware of many weakly things 
towards the concluſion, but 1 hope the 
erd itr.If will do; give me your ful! and 
true opinion, and that not upon delibei a- 
tion, but forthwith. Mr. Hurd himtelt 
allows that Lion port is not too bold for 
(Veen Elizabeth. | | 

| have got the old Scotch Ballad on 
which Douglas was founded; it is divine, 
and as long as from hence to Alton. 
Have you never ſeen ii? Ariftotle's beit 
rules are obſerved in it, in a manner that 
ſhews the author had never read Ariitotle. 
It begins in the fifth act of tne play; you 
may read it two this ds through without 
gueſſing what it is about; and yet, when 
you come to the end, it is impoſſible not 
% underſtand the whole ftory, I fend 
eu the two firit ſtanzas. 

„ -©% 


LET I ER: LAZY. 
Mr. Gray to Mr. Hurd“. 


Stoke, Auguſt 25, 1757. 

Do not know why you ſhoulr thank me 
tot what you bad a right and title to; 
bu! attribute it to the exceſs of -vour o- 
"nels ; and the more 1, hecaute alm tt 
Ng one elſe has maie-me the fame com- 
ent. As your acquainrance in the 


Univerſity (you lay) do me the honour , 


Sf : | 
Now Biſhop of Worceſter. 
4 8 , i j 
| 4 preſent of his two Viadaric Odes juit 
en publ. ſued. 
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to admire, it would he ungenerous in me 
not to give then notice, that they are do- 
ing a very unf inionable thing; for all 
people of condition ate agreed not to 


'admire, nor even to underſtand. One 


very great man, writing to an acquaint- 
ance of his and mine, lays that he had 
1ead them feven or eight times; and that 
now, when he next ſces him, he hall not 
have above thirty queſitons to atk. Ano- 
ther (a peer) believes that the laſt ſtanza 
of the ſecond Oe relates to King Cha: les 
the Firſt and Oliver Cromwell. Even 
my friends tell me they do not ſucceed, and 
write me moving topics of conlolation on 
that head. In ſhort, I have heard of no- 
body but an actor and a doctor of divi- 
nity that profeſs thei: eſteem for them. 
Ol yes, a lady cf quality (a friend of 
Maſon's), -who is a great reader. She 
knew the.e was a compliment to Dryden, 
but never ſuſpected there was any thing 
lait! about Shakeſpear or Milton, till it 
was explained to her; and wiſhes that 


there had ben titles prefixed to tell what 


they were about. 

From this mention of Maſon's name 
you may think, perhaps, we are great 
correſpondents, No ſuch thing; I have 
not heard from him theſe two months. I 
will be ſure to ſcold in my own name, as 
weil as in your's. I rejvice to hear you 
are ſo np- for the preis, and ſo volmni- 
nous; nut for y own fake only, whom 
you fluter with the hopes of ſeeing your 
labours both public and private, but for 
vour's too; for to be employed is to he 
happy. This principle of mine (and I 
am convinced of ns tuth) has, as utual, 
no influence on my practice. I am alone, 
and ennuye to the laſt degree, yet do no- 
thinz, Indeed I have one excuſe ; my 
health (which you have fo kindly in- 
quT:d after) is not extraordinaty, ever 
tince I came hither. It is no great ma- 
lady, but fſ-veral little ones, that ſeem 
brewing no good to me. It will be a par- 
ticular pleaſure to me to hear whether 
Content dwells in Leieefterſhire, and how 
ſhe entertains herſelt there. Only do not 
be too happy, vor forget entirely the 
quiet uglinets of Cambridge. 


— e 
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LETTER LXXVI. 


Mr. Gray to Mr. Maſon. 


Cambridge, Dec. 19, 1757. 
Lir t ſpent out of the world has iis 
hours of deſpondence, its inconve- 
niencies, its ſufferings, as numerous aud 
as real, though not quite of the ſame fort, 
as a life ſpent in the midit of it. The 
power we have, when we will exert it 
over our own- minds, joined to a little 
ſtrength and conſolation, nay, a little 
pride we catch from thole that ſcem 10 
love us, is our only ſuppo.t in either of 
thele conditions. I am ſenſihle I cannot 
return you more of this afliftance. than I 
have received from you; and can only 
tell you, that one who has far wore rea- 
ſon than you, 1 hope, ever will have to 
look on life with ſomething worſe than 
indifference, is yet no enemy to it; but 
can look backvard on mary bitter mo- 
ments, partly with ſatisfaction, and partly 
with patience ; and forward tov, on a 


{rene not very promiſing, with ſome hope, 


and ſome expectations of a bitter day, 
The cauſe, however, which occafioned 
your reflection (though I can judge but 
very imperfeftly of it), dues not ſeem, at 
preſent, to be weighty enough to make 
you take any ſuch teſolution as you me- 
ditate. Vie it ia its ſcaſon, as a relief 
from what is tireſome to you, but not as 
it it was in conſequence of any thing you 
take ill; on the contra: y, if ſuch a thing 
had happened at the time of your tranſl. 
migration, I would defer it merely to 
avoid that appestance. 8 | 

As to myſelf, I cannot boaſt, at pre- 
ſent, either of my ſpirits, wy ſituation, 
wy employments, or fe: tility, The days 
and the nights paſs, and I am never the 
nearer io any thing, but that ore to 
which we are all tending ; yet 1 love 
people that leave ſome traces of their 
journey behind chem, and have (ſtrength 
enovgh to adviſe you to do ſo while you 
can, I expect to ſee Caractacus com- 
pleted, and therefore I fend you the 
books you wanted. I do not know whe- 
ther they will furniſh you with any new 
matter; but they are well enough writ- 
ten, and eafily read. I told you hetore 
that (in a time of dearth) I would borrow 
from the Edda, without entering too mi- 
rutely on particulars : but, it I did to, 


EPISTLES. Book IV. 


I would make each image fo cleir, that 
it might be fully underſtood by uſe't; 
for in this obſcure myihology we mu * 
hint at things, as we do with th- Greek 
fables, that every body is ſuppoſed to 
know at ſchuol. However, on ſecond 
thoughts, I think it would be fti!] better 
to gratt any wild pictureſque table, abſo- 


lutely of one's own invention, o the 


Druid-fRtock ; I mean on thoſe half dozen 


of old fancies that are known te be a put 


of their ſyitem. This will give you more 
freedom and latitude, ard will leave no 
hold for the critics to faſten on. 

I ſend you back the Elegy“ as you 
defired me to do. My advices ate 4l- 
ways at your fervice to take or to teſuſe, 
therefore you ſhould not call them ſcvete. 
You know I do not love, much leſs p-que 
mylelt on criticiſm z and think even 4 
bad verſe as gocd a thing or better than 
the beſt obſervation that ever was mad- 
upon it. I like greatly the ſpit and 
ſentiment of it (much of which you. ptre 
haps owe to your prelent train of think. 
ing) ; the diſpoſition of the whole too s 
natural and elegiac; as to the exprethor, 
I would ventuie to ſay (did not you tor- 
bid me) that it is ſomerimes too ech, 
The latt line 1 proteſt againſt (this, you 
will ſay, is worſe than blotting ont 
rhymes) ; the deſcriptive part is excel- 
leut. N 

Play, wheiPdid I pretend to fin ſh, or 
even inſert paſſages into other people's 
works, as if it were «qually ealy to pick 
holes and to mend them? All Il can fay 
is, tat your Elegy mult not end with 
the worlt line in it. It is flat; it 
proſe; whereas that, above all, ought 


to ſparkle, or at leaſt to ſhine, If ths 


ſentiment muſt Band, twirl it a Jiitle into 
an apothe m; flick a flower in it; gill 
it with a coftly expreffion ; let it link 
the fancy, the ear, or the heart, and l am 
ſatished, E 

The cher particular expefſi ns wal 
I obj: to, L mark on the manulcrip!. 
Now, I delire you would neither think 
me ſevere, no: at all regard what 1 f 
further than as i: coincides with your ow! 
judgwent; for the child deſerves you! 
pa! tialith ; it is a healtby well made he 
with an ingenuous countenance, and pro. 
miſes to live long. I would only wi"! 
its ſace, dieſs it a little, make it walk 


* El-gy in che Garden of 2 Friend. 


upright 
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upright and firong, and keep it from 
learning Paw words. i 

| hope you couched my refuſal ® to 
Lord John Cavendith in as reſpeAtul 
terms as poſſible, and with all due ac- 
knowledyments to the Duke. If you 
hear who it is to be given to, pray let me 
know ; for I intereſt myſelt a litile in the 
hiftory of it, and rather with fomebody 
may accept it that will retrieve the credit 
of the thing, if it be retrievable, or ever 
had any credit. Rowe was, I think, the 
lat man of character that had it ; Euſden 
was a perſon of great hopes in his youth, 
though at laſt he turned out a drunken 
pi ſon ; Dryden was as diſgraceful to the 
ofice, from his charaRe!, as the poorett 
albbler could have been from his verſes. 


LETTER LXXVII. 
Mr. Gray to Dr. Wiarton. 


February 21, 1758. 

Word you know what Lam doing? 

| doubt vo have been told already, 
and hold my empl.-yments ch-ap enough; 
but every one muſt judge of bis own ca- 
pibility, and cut his amuſemerts accord- 
ing to his diſpotition. The &:1tt of my 
pielent fudics 3 to know, wherever | 1m, 
vat hes within reach that may be worth 


einc, whether it be building, ruin, 


fac, garden, proſpect, picture, or mo- 
dument; to whom it does or has belonge:!, 
and what has been the characteriſtic and 
ale of different ages. You will lay this 
5 the object of all antiquaries; but pray 
what antiquaty ever ſaw theſe objects in 
the Lame light, or defired to know them 

1 like reaſon ? In ſhort, ſay what you 
ie, Jam perſuaded whenever my liſt 
 1:.4ihed you wall approve it, and think 
Wo no ſmall uſe. My ſpirits are very 
er the ireezing point; and for ſome 


hows of the day this exerciſe, by its 


wanth and gentle motion, ſerves to raiſe 
wem a few degrees higher. 

2 hope the misfortune that has befallen 
s. Clober's canary bird will not be 


2 00 be ng Vogt Laureat on the death of 
i dert wh n place. th. late Duke of De- 
rc then Lord Chamber) defired 
ther t offer th Mr: Gray; and his 


"of p Fl commiſſioned M.. Maſon (then 
a to Write to him concerning it. 
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I dream. 


from common writers. 
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the ruin of Agis; it is probable you will 
have curiofity enough to ſee. it, as it is by 
the author of Douglas. 


LETTER LxxXenm. 


From the ſame to the ſame. 


Cambridge, March 8, 1758. 

FE is indeed for want of ſpirits, as you 
ſuſpect, that my ſtudies he among the 
cathedrals, and the tombs, ard the fuins. 
To think, though to lutle pw poſe, has 
been the chief amuſement of my days; 
and when I would not, or cannot think, 
At preſent I fre! myliclt able 
to write a catalogue, or to read the Peer - 
age book, or Miller's Gardening Die- 
tionay, and am thankful that there are 
ſuch employments and uch authors in 
the world. Some people, who holt me 
cheap for this, are doing perhaps what 1s 
not half ſo well worth while. As to po- 
terity, | may aſk (with ſomebody whom 
I have forgot), what has it ever done to 
ob ige mie? ; 
To make a tranſition from myſ(-1! to 
as poor a ſubject, the tragedy of Agis; 
| ciy to think that it hould be by the 
au hot of Douglas; why, it is all modern 
Greek; the ſtory is an antique ſtatue 
painted white and red, frized, and drefi. 4 
in a peglier made by a Yorkſhire mas- 
tua-malicr. Then here is the Miſceflany 
(Mr. Dodiley has ſent me the whole {ee 
gilt and lettesed, 1 thank him.) Why, 
the two laſt volumes are worſe than the 
four firit ; particularly Dr. Akentide is in 
a deplorable way. What ſignifies lea, u- 
ing and the ancients (Maſon will Gy 
triuniphanily) ; why ſhould people read 
Greck to lot their imagination, their ear, 
and their mother tongue ? Kut then there 


is Mr. Shenſtone, who truſts to nature and 


ſimple ſentiment, why does he do no bet- 
ter? He gces hopping along his own gra- 
vel-walks, and never deviates from ine 
beaten paths for fear of being loſt. 

] have read Dr. Swift, and am diſap- 
pointed 1. There is nothing of the ne- 
gociations that I have not ſeen better in 
M. de Forcy before. Ihe manner is 
careleis, and has little to diſtinguiſh it 
meet with no- 
thing to pleaſe me but the. ſpiteful cha- 

racte:s 


- / 
+ His Hiſtory's? the four laſt Yea:s of 
Qucen Annes, 
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rafters of the oppoſite party and its 
Itaders. I expected much more ſecret 
hiſtory. | | 


LETTER UXYIX. 
Mr. Gray to Mr. Slonbeaver. 


Cambridge, Auguſt 18, 1758. 
Au as ſorry as you ſeem to be, that 

« ur acquaintance harved fo much on 
the ſubject of materialiſm, when 1 law 
him with you in town, becauſe it was 


plain to which fide of the long debated 


queſtion he inclined. That we are indeed 
mechanical and dependent b-ings, I nee 
no other poof than my own teelings ; 


and trom the lame feelings I learn, with 


equal conviction, that we are not merely 
lch; that thee is a power within that 
fhrogyles zan the force and bias of 
that inecha ſm, commands its motion, 
aud, by hequent practice, reduces it to 
that rea y ovechence which we call habit; 
and all his in contormuly to a precon- 
ceived opinion (10. matter whether right 
or wrong) o that leaſt material of all 
agents, a thought. I have known many 
in his caſe who, white they thought 
they were conquering an old prejudice, 
did rot peicewe they were under the 
influence of one far more dangerous; 
one that furniſhes us with a ready apo - 


tugy tor all our worlt actions, and 


opens to us a full licenſe for doing what- 
ever we pleaſe; and yet theſe very people 
were not at all the more wdulgent to 
other men (as they naturally ſhould have 
been); their indignation to ſuch as of- 
fended them, their deſie of revenge on 
any body that hurt then, was nothing 
mit:gaied ; in ſhort, the truth is, they 
wiſhed to be perſuaded of that opinion 
for the fake of its convenience, but were 
not 1 in their heart; and they would 
have been glad (as they ought in common 
prudence) that nobody elſe ſhould think 
the ſame, for fear of the miſchiet that 
might enjve to themſelves. His French 
author I never fiw, but have read fifty 
in the aue ftrain, and ſhall read no more. 
I can be wretched enough without them. 
They put me in wind of the Greek ſophitt 
mat got immortal honour by Giſcourſing 
10 feelingly on the miſcries of our cond1- 
tion, that fiity ut his audience went home 
and hanged themſelves ; yet he lived 


ELEGANT EPISTLES. 


Shafteſbury came to be a philoſ 


Book IV. 


himſelf (I ſuppoſe) man 
— 1. ) many years afier in 


You ſay you cannot conceive how Log 


. /Pber in 
vogue; I will tell you; 1it, he Way 2 
lord; 2dly. he was as vain as any of his 
readers , 3 ly. men are very prone tg 
believe what they do not underttand; 


- 4thly, they will believe any thing at 2ll, | 


provided they are under no obli ation 10 
believe it; gtihly, they love to take a nes 
road, even when that road leals 90 
where ; 6thly, he was reckoned a fire 
writer, a ſeemed always to mean mor- 


than he ſid. Would you have any mate 


reaſons ? An interval of above forty 
years has pretty well deſtroyed the charm, 
A dead lo: d ranks but with commoner; ; 
vanity is no longer intereſted in the mar. 
ter, for the new road is become an 04 
one. The mode of free-thinking is like 
that of ruffs and farthingales, ard ha; 
given place to the mode of not thinking 
at all; once it was reckoned graceful, 
half to diſcover and half conceal the mind, 
but now we have been long accultome! | 
to ſee it quite naked: primnels and at. 
fectation of. (tyle, like the good breeding 
of Queen Anne's court, has turned to 


hoydening and rude familiarity. 


LETTER LXIL. 


Mr. Gray to Dr. Wharton. 


Sunday, April 9, 17:0. 

I Am equally ſenſible of your afflitivn*, 
and of your kindneſs, that made you | 
think of me at ſich a moment; woul to 
God I could leſſen the one, or requite 
the other' with that conſolation which | 
have often received tom you when | 
moſt wanted i ! but your grief s too 
jutt, and the cauſe of it too freth, 10 40. 
mit of any luch endeavour : what, . 
deed, is all human conſolation? Canit 
efface every little amiable word or achten 
of an object we loved. from our memory 
Can it convince us, that all the hopes we 
had entertained, the plans of future ful. 
faction we had formed, were iil-grounde 
and vain, only becauſe we have loft then! 
The only comfort (I am afraid) that be 
longs to our condition, is to reflect (wht! 


* Occafioned by the death of his ele" 
(and at the time his only) lon, 


ume 


deck. J. R FE C 


ime has given us leiſure for reflection) 
that othe''s have ſuffered wor ſe; or that 
we ourſelves might have fuffered the 
ume misfortune at times and in cucum- 
binces that would probably have aggra- 
ech our ſorrow. You might have (cen 


A your hopes, 10 attach you more ſt on g- 
'y to him by long habit, by elteem, as 
vell is natural affection, and that towards 
1 decline of your life, when we moſt 
dend in need of ſupport, and when he 


night chance to have been your only fup- 


re ot; and then by ſome untoreſcen and 
ne elo able accident, or ſome painful lin- 
ty teung diſtemper, you nught have luit 
m. tim. Such has been the fate of many 
8 2 unhappy father : I krow there is a 
*. n of tenderneſs which infancy and in- 
old nocence alone produce; but I think you 
ike nult own the other to be a ſtronger and 
bas 4 more overwhel:ming tlorrow. Let me 
ing then beſceech you to try, by every method 
ful, of avocation and amuſement, whether 
nd, doo cannot, by degrees, get the better 
ne! f that de jection of ipirits, which inclines 
af- jou to ſe every thing in the worſt light 
ling folie, and throws a ſort of voluntary 
| to Loon, not only over your preſent, but 
true days, as if even your fituation 
es were not preferable to that of 
meuliads round you; and as if your 
ect hereafter might not open as 
"uh of happineſs to you as to any per- 
"you know ; the condition of our life 
781 e petually inttructs us to be rather flow 
* lv hope, as well as to deſpair; and (I 
you ow vou will turgive me, if I tell you) 
14 to ze ae often a little too haſty in both, 
quite A from cenſtitution, It is fore we 
ich ut great power over our own minds, 
en | den we chooſe to exert it; and though 
too e Uifficeule to teſiſt the mechanic im- 
0 ad- dhe and bias of our own temper, it is 
„ in. "Pg ſehle, and til! more fo to delay 
"an it e revintions it inclines us to take, 
Gon dich we almo!t always have cauſe to 
a0 5 "Mt. . 
es we You tel! me nothing of Mrs. Whar- 
fai. "Of v your own fate of health: I will 
wn dec atk % you more upon this ſubject tel] 
hen! pon are bach well ; for that is the 
at bes a port, and without it we may as 
whe! 1 N think at all. You flotter me 
50 liag that ally thing I can do “, 
elde 


* ry * © 
2% te wey | 


* "2%! had requeſted him to write 
P on the child. : 


this poor child arrived at an ape to fulfil. 
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could at all alleviate the juſt concern your 


loſs has given you; bur I cannot flatter 


myſelf ſo far, and now how little quali- 
hed I am at preſent, to give any ſatisfac- 
tion to myſelf on this head, and in this 
way, much leſs to you, I by no means 
pretend to inſpiration ; but yet I affirm, 
that the faculty in queſtion, is by po 
means voluntary; it is the rsſult (1 ſup- 
pole) of a certain diſpoſition of mand, 
which does not depend on one's ſelt, and 
which I have not felt this long time. 
You that are a witneſs how ſe!dom this 
ſpirit has moved me in my life, may ea- 
ly give credit to what I lay, | 


LETTER LXXIE 
Mr. Cray to Mr. Palgrave. 


Stoke, Scpt. 6, 1788. 


I Do not know how to make you amends, 
having neither rock, ruin, nor preci- 
pice, near me to ſend you; they do not 
grow in the ſouth ; but only fay the word, 
if you would have a compact neat. box of 
red brick with ſaſh windows, or a g_oito 
made of flints and ſhell work, or a Wal- 
nut-tree with three mole hills under it, 
ſtuck with honey -ſuckles round a hon of 
gold fiſhes, and you ſhall be ſatisfied ; 
they ſhall come by the Ediuburgh 
coach. | | 
In the mean time I congratulate you ow 
your new acquaintance with the lavage, 
the 1ude, and the tremendous. Pray, 
tet] me, is it any thing bke what you had 
read in your book, or ſeen in wo thilling 
prints? Do not you think a man may be 
the wiſer (I had almoſt ſaid the better) 
fur going a hundred or two of miles; and 
that the mind has more room in it than 
molt people ſeem to think, if you will 
but furmth the apartments? [ almoſt eavy 
your laſt month, being in a very inſipid 
ſituation myſelt; and deſne you would 
not fail to fend me fome furniture for my 
Gothic apartment, which 1s very coid 
at preſent, It will be the eafjer talk, as 
you have nothing to do but trranicihe 
your little red books, if they aye not 
ribbed out; for I conclude you have not | 
truſted every thing to memory, which is 


+ Rector of Palgrave an} Thrandefton in 
Suffolk. H- was making a tour in Scotlagd 
when this letter was written to him. 
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ten times worſe than a lead pencil; half 
a word fixed upon or near the pot, is 
worth a cart-load of recolledtion. When 
we truft to the picture that objects draw 
of themſelves on our mind, we deceive 
ourſelves ; without accurate ad pafticu- 
lar obſervation, it is but ill drawn at firit, 
the out-lines are foon bluried, the colours 
every day grow fainter; and at lat, when 
we would produce it to any body, we are 
forced to ſupply its defects with a few 
ſtrokes of our own imagination. God 
forgive me, I ſuppoſe I have done fo my- 
ſeltf before now, and mitled many a good 
body that put their truſt in me. Pray, 
teil me (but with permiſſion, and with- 
out any breach of holpitality), is it lo 
much warmer on the other ſide of the 
Swale (as ſowe people of honour ſay) than 
it is here ? Has the linging cf birds, the 
bleating of ſheep, the lowing of herds, 
draſened you at Rainton ? Did the vait 
old onks and thick proves in Nurthum- 

berland Keep off the ſun too much from 
you ? | am too civil to extend my i-qui- 
ries beyond Berwick. Every thing, 
doubtiets, muſt prove upon you as you 
advance northward, You mult tell me, 
though, about M: loſs. Roſslin Chapel, 
and Arbroath, In ſhort, your port- 


jewll» muſt be fo full, that T only defre. 


a looſe chapter or two, and «ill wait for 
the reſt till it comes out, 


_— 


LETTER LXXXI. 
Mr. Gray to Mr. Palgrave. 


, London, July 24, 1759. 
J AM now ſettled in my new territories 
commanding Bedford gardens, and 
all the fields as far as Highgate and 
Bairpſteal, wih ſuch a conrowſe of 
moving pictures as would aſtoniſh you; 
fo rus-in urbe iſh, that I believe I ſhall 
tay here, except little excurſions and 
vayaries; for -a year to come. What 
thovgh Jem ſepmated from the faſhion- 
able world by Broad St. Giles's, and 
mary a dirty court and alley, yet here is 
vir, avd ſunſhine, and quiet, h«wever, to 
comfort vou: I ſhall conteſs that I am 
baſl.ing with heat all the ſummer, and I 


ſuppoſe ſhall be blown down all the Kin- 


ter, beſides being robbed every night; I 
truft, however, that the Muſzum, with 
all is manuteripts axd rarities by the 


\ 
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cart- load, will make ample amends fo 
all the aforeſaid inconveniencies. 

I this day paſt through the jaws of; 
great leviathan into the den of Dr. Tem- 
pleman, ſuperinteadant of the rea hig. 
roon, who congratulated himſelf on «+; 
ſight of ſo much good company, W.: 
were, firſt, a man that wri:es fer Lore 
Royſton; 2dly, a man that writes ſo D. 
Burton, of Vork; 4dly, a man th 
writes for the Emperor of Germany, 
Dr. Pocock, for he [peaks the wort Far. 
iiſh I ever heard; 4thly, Dr. Stuke'y, 
who writes for himſelf, the very wort 
perſon he could write for; ard, laſtly, I, 
who only read to know if there he ary 
thing worth wiiting, and that not wi. 
out ſome difficulty. I fird that the 
printed 1000 copies of the Harleian Ci 
talogue, and have ſold only fourſcore; 
that they have gool, a-year income, an! 
ſpend 1300l. and are building apartmen's 
tor the under-keepers ;. ſo | expeft in 
winter to ſce the colle tion adveriifed ard 
ſet to auction. | 

Have you read Lord Clarend-n's Can- 
tir vation of his Hiftory ? Do you temen. 
ber Mr. * *'s account of it hefore it came 
out? How well he recoliefed all de 
faults, and how utterly he tor got all th: 
beauties : ſurely the * taite is ba- 
ter than ſuch a tort of delicacy. 


LETTER LXXXIII. 
Mr. Gray to Dr. Wharton. 


London, June 22, 1760 


AM not ſorry to hear you are exceed. 
I ing buſy, except as it has dep ivd t 
of the pleaſure 1 ſhould have in heavy 
often from you; ard as it has been o 
fioned by a little vexation and diſa point- 
ment. To find one's felt bufinels, | 47 
per ſuaded, is the great art of life; | 31 
never fo angiy, as when I hear ny &. 
quaintance wiſhing they had been bied o 
ſome poking profeſſion, or empf. ed 11 
ſome office of drudgery, as if vt wile 
pleaſanter to he at the command of inet 
people than at one's own ; and as 1 l 
could not go unleſs they were wound!“ 
yet I know and frel what they mean b 
this complaint; it proves that ſome ſpit 
ſomething of genius (more than comm") 
is required to teach a man how te emp” 


1 ; A C com- 
1 8 ' ? 5 women , 
himfe!t : I fay a man; tot * 40 


Set. I. 


monly ſpeaking, never feel this diſtemper, 
they have always ſomething to do; time 
hangs not on their hands (unleſs they be 
fine ladies); a variety of ſmall inventions 


and occupations fill up the void, and 


their eyes are never open in vain. 

As to myſelf, I have again found reſt 
for the fole of my gouty foot in your old 
dining-room ®, ad hope that you will 
fied at leaſt an equal ſatisfaftion at Old- 
Park ; if your. bog prove as comfo: table 
2s my oven, I ſhall ſee no occaſion to 
pity you, and only wiſh you may brew 
no worſe than I bake. 

You totally miſtake my talents, when 
zou impute to me any magica ſkill in 
planting roſ's: 1 know I am no conjurer 
in theſe things; when they ae done [ 
can find fault, and that is all. Now this 
is the very reveiſe of genius, and I feel 
my own littleneſs, Reaſonable people 
know themſelves better than is commonly 
imagined ; and therefore (though I never 
ſaw any inſtance of it) I believe Maſon 
when he-tells me that he underſtands theſe 
things. The prophetic eye of taſte (as 
Mr. Pitt called it) fees all the beaunes, 
that a place is ſuſceptible of, long before 
they are born; and hen it plants a ſced- 
ling, already fits under the ſhadow ct it, 
and enjoys the effect it will have from 


every point of view that lies in proſpect. 


You muſt therefore invoke Caractacus, 


and he will ſend his ſpirits from the top 


of Snowdon to Crofs-fall or Wardenlaw. 

am much obliged to you for your an- 
tique news. Froiffard is a favourite hook 
of mine (though 1-have not attentively 
rad him, but only dipped here and 
there); and it is ſtrange to me that 
people, who would give thouſands for a 
dozen portraits (originals of that time) to 
furv1fh 2 gallery, ſhould never caſt an eye 
on ſo many moving p'&ures of the life, 
a-110ns, manners, and thoughts, of their 
anceftors, done on the ſpot, and in 


brong, though ſimple colours. In the 


ſucceeding century Froiſſard, I find, was 
rad with great ſatis faction by eye body 
that could 'zead ; and on the ſame — 
with King Arthur, Sir Triftram; and 
Archbithop 'Yarpin 3 not becauſe ihey 

* Th 


Dy © houſe in Southampton-Row, where 


\W} 7 . 7 - C f 
Wharton; who, on xccount of his il health, 
t London the year before, and was re- 


oed to his paterna! eſtate at Old-Park, 
gar Durham. 


a ioeed, bad been tenanted by Dr. 
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r, thought him a fabulous writer, but be- 
cauſe they took them all for true and au- 


thentic hiſtorians ; to ſo little purpoſe was 
it in that age for a man to be at the pains 


of writing truth. Pray, are you come 
to the four Iriſh Kings that weat to ſchool 
to King Richard the Second's Matter of 
the Ceremonics, and the man who in- 
formed Fro ſſard of all he had ieen in St. 
Patrick's purgatory ? . 
The town are reading the King of 
Pruffia's poetiy (Le Philoſophe ſans 
Souct), and I have dune like the town; 
they do not ſeem ſo ſick of it as I am: it 
is all the ſcum of Voltaire and Lord Bo- 
lin, broke, the c ambe- recucta of our worlt 
trectninkers, totſed up in German. French 
rhyme. TIriit am Shandy is till a greater 
object cf admiration, the man as well as 
the book ; one is invited to dinner, where 
he dines, a fortnight before ; as to the 
volumes yet publiſhed, there is much 
good fun in them, and humour ſometimes 
hit aud ſometimes miſſed. Have you 
read his ſermons, with his own comic 


figure, from a painting by Reynolds, at 


the head of them? They are in the ſtyle 
I thiok moſt proper for the pulpit, and 
ſhew a ſtrong imagination and a ſenſible 
heart ; but you fee him often tottering on 
the verge of laughter, and ready to throw 
tis periwig in the face of the audience. 


LETTER LXXXIV. 
Mr. Gray to Mr. Stonbeaber. 


London, June 29, 1760. 

T Hoven you have had but a melan- 

choly employment, it is worthy of 
envy, and (1 hope) will have all tne ſuc- 
ceſs it deſerves T. It was the beit aud 
molt natural method of cure, and ſuch 
as could not have been adminiſteted by 
any but your gentle band. I thank you 
fur communicating to me what mult give 
yeu fo much ſastation. 

too was reading M. D' Alembert, and 
(like you) am totally difippointed in his 
Elements. I could only tatte a little of 
the firſt courſe: it was cry as à Fick, 
har1 as a fone, and cold is a cucumher. 
But then the letter to Rouſſeau is like 


+ Mr. Stonhe wer was now at Houghton- 
le-Spring, in the Biſhoprick of Durham, at- 
tending on his ſick father, rector of that 


48 himſelf; 


par ſk. 
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himſelf ; and the diſcourſes on elocution, 
and on the liberty of mufic, are divine. 
He has added to his tranſlations from Ta- 
citus ; and (what is remarkable) though” 
that author's manner more nearly reſem- 
bles the beſt French writers of the preſent 


age, than any thing, he totally fails in the 


attempt. Is it his fault, or that of the lau- 
gu age? | 

I have received another Scotch packet 
with a third ſpecimen, inferior in kind 
„Nn it is merely deſcription), but yet 

ull of nature and noble wild imagination. 
Five bards paſs the night at the caſtle of a 
chief (himſelf a principal bard) ; each 
goes out in his turn to obſerve the face of 
things, and returns with an extempore 
piQure of the changes he has ſeen (it is an 
ORober night, the harveſt-month of the 
| Highlands). This is the whole plan; 
yet there is a contrivance, and a prepara- 
tion of ideas, that you would not expect. 
The oddeſt thing is, that every one of 
them ſees ghoſts (more or leſs). The idea, 
that ſtruck and ſurprized me moſt, is the 
following. One of them (deſcribing a 
ſtorm of wind and rain) ſays 


Ghofts ride on the tempeſt to-night : 
Sweet is their voice between the guſts of 
wind 
Their ſongs are of other worlds! 
Did you never obſerve (while rocking 
winds are piping loud) that pauſe, as the 
guſt is 1ecollefiing itſelf, and rifixg upon 
the ear in a ſhrill and plaintive note, like 
the ſwell of an ZEolian harp ? I do aſſure 
you there is nothing in the world ſo like 
the voice of a ſpirit. Thomſon had an 
ear ſometimes: he was not deaf to this ; 
and has deſcribed it glorioully, but given 
it another different turn, and of more 
horror. I cannot repeat the lines : it is 
in his Winter. There is another vey fine 
icture in one of them. It deſcribes the 
— of the clouds after the ſtorm, 
before it is ſeitled into a calm, and when 
the moon is ſeen by ſhort intervals. 


The waves are tumbling on the lake, 

And laſh the rock y fides. 

"The boat is br: mfvIl in the cove, 

The oars on the rovking t'd-, 

Sad ſis a maid beneath a cl tf, 

And eyes the rolling itrear : 

Her lover promiſed to come, 

She ſaw his boat (when it was evening] on 
th= lake; 

Are theſe his groans in the gal-? 

Is this his bioken boat on the ſhore ? 
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LETTER Lxxxy. 
Mr. Gray to Dr. Clarke *, 


| Pembroke-Hall, Auguſt 12, 1760. 


NOT knowing whether you are yet te- 
turned from your ſea-water, I write 


at random to you. For me, I am come 


to my reiting-place, and find it vey be- 
ceſſary, after living for a month in 2 
houſe with three women that laughed from 
morning to night, and would allow no- 
thing to the ſulkinels of my diſpotition, 
hs and cards at home, parties by 
land and water abroad, aud (what they 
call) doing ſomething, that is, racketting 
about from morning to night, are occu- 


pations, I find, that wear out my ſpirits, 


eſpecially in a ſituation where one might 
ſit till, and be alone with plea ure; tor 
the place was a hill + like Clifden, open- 
ing to a very extenſive and diverſified 
landſcape, with the Thames, which is 
navigable, running at its foot. 

I would wiſh to continue here (in a 
different ſcene, it muſt be confeſſed) till 
Michaelmas ; but I fear I muſl come to 
town much ſooner. Cambridge is a de 
light of a place, now there is nobody in 
it. I do believe you would like it, if you 
knew what it was without inhabitants. 
It is they, I aſſure you, that get it an il 
name ard ſpoil all. Our fiiend Dr, — 
(one of its nuiſances) is not expected here 
again in a hurry, He is gone to his 
grave with five fine mackarel (large and 
full of roe) in his belly. He ate them all 
at one dinner ; but his fate was a turbot 
on Trinity Sunday, of which he left line 
for the company beſides bones. He had 
not been hearty all the week; but after 
this ſixth 6ſh he never held up his head 
more, and a violent looſeneſs carried him 
off —They ſay he made a very good erd. 

Have you ſcen the Erle fragments hnct 
they were printed ? I am more puzzled } 
than ever about their antiquity, though | 
{till incline (againſt ever y body's opinion) 
to believe them old. Thoſe you have al. 
ready ſren are the belt ; though there are 
{ome others that are excellent too. 


* Phyſician at Epſom. With this gentle- 
man Mr. Gray commenced an early &. 
quaintance at College, 


+ Near Healey. 
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LETTER LXXXVI. 
Mr. Gray to Mr. Maſon. 

Cambridge, Auguſt 29, 1760. 


Haves ſent Muſzeus back as you de- 
fired me, ſcratched here aud there. And 


with it alſo a bloody ſatire, ri ten againſt 


o leſs/p:rſons than you and 1 by name. 
l 3 at fivik it was Mr. * ®, be- 
cauſe he is your friend and my bumble ſer- 
vant ; but then I thought he knew the 
world too well to call us the favourite mi- 
nions of taſte and of faſhion, eſpecially 
33 to odes. For to then his :idicule is 
confined ; ſo it is not he, but Mr. Col- 
man, nephew to Lady Bath, author of 
the Connoiſſeur, a member of one of the 
inns of court, and a particular acquaint=- 
ance of Mr. Garrick. What have you done 
to him ? for I never heard his name be- 
fore; he makes very tolerable fun with 
me where I underſtand him (which is not 
evety where) ; but ſeems more angry 
with you. Left people ſhoul.l not under- 
ſtand the humour of the thing (which in- 
dee to do they mult have our lyticiſins at 
their finger ends), letters come out in 
Lloyd's Evening-Poſt to tell them who 
and what it was that he meant, aud ſays 
tis like to produce a great combultion in 
the literacy world. So if you have any 
mind to combufile about it, well and good; 
for me, | aim neither ſo literary nor lo 
combuſtible. "The Monthly Review, 1 
ſce, ju now has much {tuff about us on 
this occaſion. It ſays one of us at leaſt 
has always borne his faculties meekly, [ 
leave you to gueſs which of us that is; I 
link I know. You ſimpleton you! you 
mult he eek, muſt you ? and ſee what 


you get by it. 12 


LETTER LXIXXVII. 
Mr. Gray to Dr. Wharton. 


| London, 1761. 
[ REJOICE to find that you not only 

draw reconcile to your northern ſcene, 
but di{cover beauties round vou that o cr 


nere deformities: I am perſuaded the 


whole matter is io have always ſomething 
Sing torward. Happy they that can 
ate à role-tree, or erect a honey ſuekle; 
can watch the brood of a hen, or fee 
« %:et of their own ducklings launch into 


ſembles Upfal or Stratton. 


KR E C'E Noa „ 


the water ; it is with a ſentiment of envy 
I ſpeak it, who never ſhall have even a 
thatched roof of my-own, nor gather a 
{trawberry but in Covent-Garden, I will 
not, howevet, believe in the vocality of 
Old-Park till next ſummer, when perbaps 
I may truſt io my own ears. 

"The Nouvelle Heloiſe cruelly diſap- 
pointed me, but it bas its. partiſans, 
amongſt which are Maſon ard Mr, 
Hu:d ; for me, I admire nothing but 
Fingal (I conclude you have ſeen it, it 
not Stonhewer can lend it you); yet J 
remain ſtill in doubt ab»ut the authenti- 
city, of theſe poems, though inclining 
rather to believe them genuine in ſpite of 
the world; whether they are the inven- 
tions of antiquity, or of a modern Scotch- 
man, either caſe is to me alike unaccouni= 
able ; je m'y perd. 

I fend you a Swediſh and Engliſh ca- 
len lar; the firit column is by Berger, a 
diſciple of Linnzus ; the ſecond by Mr. 
Stillingfleet ; the third (very imperfect 
indeed) by me. You ate to obſerve, as 
you tend your pla: tations and take your 
walks, how the ſpring advances in the 
north, and whether Old-Park moſt re- 
The litter 
his on one tide a barren black heath, on 
the other a light ſandy Lam; all the 
country about is à dead flat: you ſee it 
is neceſſa y you ſhovld know the ſituation 
(1 do not mean any reflection upon any 
boy's place); and this is the delcription 
Mr. Siullingfleet gives of his friend Mr. 
Marſhain's frat, to which he retires in 
the ſummer and b tanites. TI have lately 
made an acquaintauce with this philoſo- 
pher, who lives in a garret here in the 


winter, that he may ſupport ſome near 


„stations who depend upon him; he is 
always employed, conſequently (accord - 
ing to my old maxim) always happy, al- 
ways cheerful, and ſeems to me a very 
worthy honeſt man; his preſent ſcheme is 
to fend ſome perſons properly qualified 
iO 1ehde a year or two in Attica, to make 


. themſelves acquainted with the climate, 


pro !uctions, and natural hiſtory of the 
couniry, that we may underſtand Ariſ- 
t0.is, Theophraſtus, &c. who have been 
Heath-n Greek to us for ſo many ages; 
and this he has got propoſed to Lord 
Bute, no unlikely perſon to put it into 
execution, as he is himſelf a botaniſt. 
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LETTER LXXXVII. 


Mr. Gray to Mr. Maſon. 


Aug uſt 1761. 
E aſſured your York Canon never will 
die; ſo the better the thing is in 
value, the worſe for you“. The true way 
to immortaliiy is io get you nominated 
one's ſucceſſor: age and diſeaſes vaniſh 
at your name; fevers turn to radical 
heat, and fiflulas to iſſues: it is a judg- 
ment that waits on your inſatiable ava- 
rice, You could not let the poor old man 
die at his eaſe, when he was about it; and 
a'l his family (I ſuppoſe) are curſing you 
for it. | 
1] wrote to Lord 
and he anſwers me very cheerfully, as it 
his illueſs had been but flight, and the 
pleuriſy were no more han a hole in 
one's ſtocking. He git it (he ſays) not 
by ſcampering, 1acketing, and riding 
poſt, s 1 had ſuppoſcd ; but by going 
with ladies % Vauxhall. He is the pic- 
ture (and pray ſo tell him, it you fre him) 
of an old alderman that I knew, who, 


after living forty years on the tat of the 


land (not milk and hob ey, but arrack 
punch and veniſon), and loſing his great 
toe with a mor tification, laid to the laſt, 
that he owed it to two grapes, which he 
ate one day af'er dinner. He felt them 
lie cold at his ſtomach the minute they 
were down. 


Mr. Montagu (as I gueſs, at your in- 


ſtigation) has earneitly defired nie to 


write ſome lines to be put on a monn- 
ment, which he means to erect at Bell- 
ile. It is a taſk I do not love, know- 
ing Sir William Williams fo {lightly as I 
did: but he is fo friendly a perſon, and 
his affliction ſeemed to me ſo real, that [ 
could not refuſe him. I have ſent him 
the following verſes, which I neither like 
myſelf, nor will he, I doubt: however, 
I have ſhewed bim that I wiſhed to ob- 
lige him. Tell me your real opinion. 


* This was written at a time, when, by 
the tavour of Br. Fountayne, Dean of York, 


Mr. Maſon expected to be made 2 fc ſiden- 


tiary in his cathedral. 
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on his recovery ;- 


pered up in winter. 


it inglorious and inſidious. 


the tutor of Sir 


} 


LETTER LXXX1x, 
Mr. Gray 40 Dr. Wharton, 


Cambridge, Dec. 4, 1762, 

I FEEL very ungrateful every day that 

I continue filent ; and yet now that [ 
take my pen in hand 1 have only tine 
o tell you, that of all the places which 
I taw in my return from you, Hardwicke 
pleaſed me the moſt T. One would think 
that Mary Queen of Scots was but juſ 
walked down into the park with her guard 
for half an hour ; her gallery, her room 
of audience, her anti-chamber, with the 
very canopies, chair of Rate, foot tool, 
lit de repos, — carpets, and hang. 
ings, juſt as ſhe left them : a little tatier- 
ed indeed, but the more venerable; and 
all preterved with religious care, and pa- 


When I arrived in London I found 
P: of: flor Turner f had been dead above 
a foitnight ; and being cockered and ſp- 
rited vp by ſome friends (though it was 
rather the lateſt) I got my name (uggetted 
to Lord Bute. You mav eaſily imagine 
who undertook it, and indeed he did it 
with real F. I received my anſwer very 
ſoon, which was what you may eably imz- 
ine, but joined with great pi ofefhons of 
his deſire to fe: ve me on futu e occahions, 
and many moi e fine words that I paſs over, 
not out of modeſty, but for another rea- 
ſon : ſo you fee I have made my fortune 
like Sir Francis Wrongh-ad. This nothing 
is a profound ſecret, and no one here ſul- 
pects it even now. To-day 1 hear Mr. E. 
Delaval || has got it, but we are not yet 
certain ; next to myſelf I wiſhed for him. 

You ſee we have made a peace. I ſhall 
be filent ahout it, becauſe if I fay any 
thing anti-miniſterial, you will tell me you 
know the reaſon ; and if I approve it, you 
will think 1 have my expectations ſtill, 
All I know 18, that the Duke of Newcal- 
tle and Lord Hardwicke both fay it is 2n 
excellent peace, and only Mr, Pitt cal's 


- + A ſeat of the Duke of Devonſhire, i 
Derbyſhire. 
t Profeſſor of Modern Languages in the 
Univerſity of Cambridge. 
$ This perſon was the late Sir Heory Er- 
fene. The place in queſtion was gwes te 
ames Lowther. 
|| Fellow of Pembroke-hall, and of the 
Royal Society, 


NN 
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LETTER XC. 


From the ſame to the ſame. 9 


Pembroke-Hall, Aug. 26, 1766. 
HaTEVER my pen may do, I am 
Wire my thoughts expatiate no where 
ofiener, or with more pleaſure, than to 
Old Park. I hope you have made my 
peace with the angry liule lady. It is 
certain, whether her name were in my 
letter or not, ſhe was as preſent to my 
memory as the reſt of the whole family; 
ind deſue you would preſent her with 
two kiffes in my name, and ore a- piece 
0 all the others; for 1 ſhall take the li- 
berty to kiſs them afl (great and ſinall), 
38 you are to he my proxy. ; 
a ſpite of the rain, which I think con- 
tiued, with very ſhort intervals, till the 
beginning of this month, and quite ef- 


faced the ſummer from the year, I made 


a ſhift to paſs May and June not dif- 
ig eeably in Kent. I was ſurpriſed at 
the beauty of the road ro Canterbury, 
with (L know not why) had not {truck 
me befoce. The whole country is a rich 
and well-cultivated garden; o:chards, 
cherry grounds, hop-ga dens, interinix- 
ed with corn and frequent villages; gen- 
tle ſings covered with wood, and every 
where the Thames and Medway b: caking 
n upon the landſcape with all their navi- 
gion. It was ind-ed owing to the bad 
weather that the whole ſcene was dreficd 
o that tender emerald green, which one 


uſually fees oulv for a fortnight in the 


opening of the ſpring ; and this continued 
tl! I left the country, My refidence 
was eight miles eaſt of Canterbury, in a 


le quiet valley on the ſkirts of Ba ham 


Den s. In theſe parts the whole (oil 
's chalk, and whenever it holds up, in 


halt an hour it is dry enough to walk out. 


ok the opvortumty of three or four 
0ys fine weather to go into the Iſle of 
Tie ; faw Margate (which is Bartho- 


lon2w fair by the ſea-lide), Ramſgate, 


und other places there; and ſo came by 
SMwich, Deal, Dover, Folkſtone, ani 

de, back again. The coaſt is not 
Wee Hartlepool there are no rocks, but 
ly chalky cliffs of no great height till 
19 come 19 Dover ; there indeed they 


ry . . 
_ At Denton, where his frien| the Rev. 
am Robinſon, brother to Matthew Ro- 


dinipn, Eſq; late member for Canterbury, 
2:9 refided, 
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are noble and pictureſque, and the oppo- 
lite coaſts of France begin to bound your 
view, which was left before to range 
unlimited by any thing but the horizon ; 
yet it is by no means a ſhipleſs ſea, but 


every where peopled with white fails, and 
veſiels of all fizes in motion; and take no- 


tice (except in the Ile, which is all corn- 
fields, and has very little incloſure) there 
ae in all places hedge-rows, and tall trees 
even within a few yards of the beach. 


Particularly, Hithe ttands on an eminence ' 


covered with wood, I ſhall confeſs we 
had fires at night (ay, aud at day too) ſe- 
veral times in June; but do not go and 
take advantage in the north at this, for it 
was the moſt untoward year that eyer I 
remember. | 

My compliments to Mrs. Wharton 
and all your family ; I will not name 
them, leit I ſhould affront auy body. 


LETTER XCL 
. Mr. Gray to Mr. Maſon. 


| Mach 28, 1767. 
I BREAK in upon you at a moment, 

when we leaſt of all are permitted to 
diſturb our friends, only to tay, that you 
are daily and hourly pieſcnt to my 
thoughts, If the worſt be not yet paſt, 


you will negle& and pardon me; but if 


the laſt ſtruggle be over ; if the poor ob- 
ject of your long anxi«ties be no longer 
ſenſible to your kind-.efs, or to her own 
ſufferings, allow me (at leaſt in idea, for 
what could I do, were | pieſ-nt, more 
than this f) to fit by you in ſilence, and 
pity from my heart not her, who is at 
teſt, but you, who loſe her. May He, 
who made us, the Maſter of our pleaſures 


and of our pains, preſerve and lupport | 


you! Adieu. 


I have long underftood how little you 
had to hope. | 


LETTER XCIL 
Mr, Gray to Mr. Beattie. 


Old Park, near Darlington, Durbam, 
Auguſt 12, 1767. 

1 R8CELIVED from Mr. Williamſon, that 

very oblizing mark you were pleaſed 

to give me of your remembrance : had [ 

not entertained ſome {light hopes of re- 

viſiting Scotland this ſummer, and conſe- 


quently 


LY 
| 
$ 
N 
| 
; 
| 


er of ſeeing you at Aberdeen, I had 
er acknowledged, by letter, the fa- 
vour you have dune me. Thofe hopes 
are now at an end; but I do not there- 
fore deſpair of ſeeing again a country 
that has given me ſo much pleaſure ; nor 
of telling you, in perſon, how much I 
eſteem you and. (as you chuſe to call 
them) your amuſements: the ſpecimen of 
them, which you are fo good as to ſend 
me, I think excellent; the ſentiments are 
ſuch as a melancholy imagination natu- 
rally ſuggeſts in ſolitude and filence, and 


that (though light and buſineſs may ſuſ- 


pend or baniſh them at times) return with 
but to much the greater force upon a feel- 
ing heart; the diftion is elegant and un- 
conſtrained: not loaded with epithets and 
1 nor flagging into proſe; the ver- 
fi 


cation is exly and harmonious. My 


only objection is . 

You ſee, Sir, I take the liberty you 
indulged me in, when 1 firſt ſaw you; 
and therefore I make no excuſes for it, 
but deſire you would take your revenge 
on me in kind, 

I have rea over (but too haſtily) Mr, 
Ferguſon's hock. There are urcommon 
ſtrai es of eloquence in it: ard I was ſur- 
priſed to find not ore hogle idiom of his 
country (I think) in tne whole work. 
He has not the fault you mention: his ap- 
plication to the heart is frequent, and 
often ſucceſsſul. His love of Monteſquieu 
and Tacitus has led him into a manner of 
writing to ſhort- winded and ſententious; 
which thoſe gieat men, had they lived in 
beiter times, and under a better govern- 
ment, woul have avoided, 

I know no pretence that I have to the 
honou: Lord Gray is pleaſed to do me“; 
but if his Lordſhip chooſes to own me, it 
certainly is not my bufineſs to deny it. 1 

ſay not this merely on account of his qua- 
- ity, but becauſe bt is a very worthy and 
accompl-ſhed perſon. I am truly forr 
for the great loſs he has had ſince I left 
Scotland, If you. ſhould chance 10 lee 
him, 1 will beg you to preſent my re- 
ſpectful humble ſervice to his Lordſhip, 

I gave Mr. Wilhamſon all the informa- 
tion I was able in the ſhort time he ſtaid 
with me. He ſeemed to anſwer well the 
charadter you gave me of him: but what 
I chiefly envie in him, was his ability of 


Lord Gray had ſaid that Mr, Gray was 
related to his family. | 


ELEGANT 


lowing his Grace the Duke of Grafton 


Cambridge. 


* 
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walking all the way from Aberdeer 
Cambridge, and back again; which if 
poſſeſſed, you would ſoon lee your oh. 
liged, &c. ; | 


LETTER Xcn. 


Mr. Gray to the Duke of Grafton, 


My Lozxp, Cambridge, July, 1768. 
Vun Grace has dealt nobly with me; 
and the ſame delicacy ot mind tha 
induced you to confer this favour on me, 
unſolicited. and unexpected, may perhays 
make you averſe to receive my fincerel 
thanks and grateful acknowledgment, 
Yet your Grace muſt excuſe me, they 
will have their way : they are indeed but 
words; yet I know and feel they come 
from my heart, and therefore are not 
wholly un 3 of your Grace's accept- 
ance. I even flatter myſelf (ſuch is my 
pride) that you have ſome little ſatistac- 
tion in your own work. If I did not de- 
ceive myſelf in this, it would complete 
the happineſs of, my Lord, your Grace's 
molt obliged and devoted fervant. 


LETTER XCIV. 
Mr. Gray to Mr. Nicholls“. 


Jermyn-itreet, Aug. J,, 1768, 

Har Mr. Brockett has broken his 

L neck, by a fall from his horſe, you 

will have ſeen in the newſpapers : and 
alſo that I, your humble ſervant, have 
kiſſed the King's hand for his ſucceſſion: 
they are both true, but the manner how 
you know not; only I can aſſure you that 
I had no hand at all in his fall, and al- 
moit as little in the ſecond event. He 
died on the Sunday; on Wedneſday fol- 


w:otr me a very polite letter to ſay, that 
his Majeſty had commanded him to «t- 
fer me the vacant Profeſſorſhip, not only 
as 2 reward of, &c. but as a credit to, &c. 
with much more too high for me to tran- 
ſcribe : ſo on Thu (day the King ſigned 
the warrant, and next day, at his levee, 
I kiſſ.d his hand; he made me fevers 
gracious ſpeeches, which I ſhall not fe- 


* ReQor of Lounde and Bradwell, in Su- 
folk. His acquaintance with Mr, Gray com- 
menced a few years before the date of this, 
when he was a fludent of Trinity-Hall, 


peat 


t, becauſe every body, that goes to 
court, dots fo 3 befides, the day was fo 
hot, and the ceremony fo embarraſſing io 
me, that I hardly knew what he aid. 

Adieu. 1 am to periſh here with heat 
his tortnight yet, and then io Cam- 
hide; to be ture my dignity is a litile 
the worle for wear, but mended ard 
wathed, it will do for me. 


LYT TER F<. 
Mr. Gray to Mr. B attie. 


Pembroke-Hail, OR, 31, 1768. 


T is ſome time ſince I received from 

Mr. Foulis two copirs of my poems, 
one by the hands of Mr. T. Put, the 
other by Mr. Merrill, a bookſeller of 


this town ; It is indeed a moſt beautiful 


edition, and mutt certainly do credit 
both to him and to me: but I fear it will 
be of no other advantage tv him, as 
Dodley has contrived to glut the town 
already with two editions beforehand, one 
of 1500, and the other of 750, both in- 
deed far inferior to that of Glaſgow, but 
ſold at half the price. I mult repeat my 
thanks, Sir, for the trouble you have 
teen pleaſed to give yourſelf on my ac- 
count; and through you 1 muſt deſire 
leave to convey my acknowledgments to 
Mr, Foulis, for the pains and expence he 
has been at in this publication. 

We live at fo great a diſtance, that, 
perhaps, you may nat yet have learned, 
what, I flatter- myſelf, you will not be 
Gilpleaſed to hear: the middle of laſt 
lummer his majeſty was pleaſed to ap- 
point me Regius Profeſſor of Modern 
Hiſtory in this Univerſity ; it is the belt 
thing the Crown has to beſtow (on a lay- 
wan) here z the ſalary is 400l. per ann. 
but what enhances the value of it to me 
, that it was beſtowed without being 
alked, The perſun, who held it before 
we, died on the Sunday; and on Wed- 
nelday following. the Duke of Grafton 
wrote me a letter to ſay, that the King 
oft:red me this office; with many addi- 
tonal expreſſims of kindneſs on his 

act's part, to whom J am but little 
known, and whom I have not ſeen either 
before or fince he did me this favour. 
Initances of a benefit ſo nobly conferred, 
| belt ve, are rare ; and therefore I tell 
jou of it as a thing that does honour, not 
ly tv ne, but to the Miniſter, 
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As I lived here hefore from choice, I 


ſhall now continue to do fo from obliza- 
tion: if buſineis or curioſity ſnould call 
you ſouthwards, you will find few friends 
that will ſre you with more cordial ſauſ- 
faction, than, dear Sir, &c. 


LETTER XCVI. 


Mr. Gray to Mr. Nicholls. 


1 Was abſent from College, and did not 


receive your melancholy letter till my 
return hither yeſterday ; f» you mult not 
attribute this delay to me but to accident: 
to ſympathize with you in luch a los“ is 
an eaſy taſk for me, but to comfort you 
not ſo eaſy : can | wiſh to ſee you unaf- 
fected with the {ad ſcene now before your 
eyes, or with the Joſs of a perſon that, 
through a great part of your life, has 


proved himſelf fo kind a friend to yau ? 


He who beſt knows our nature (for he 
made us what we are), by ſuch affitions 
recalls us from our wandering thoughts 
and idle merriment; from the infolence 
of youth and proſperity, to ſerious reflec- 
tion, to our duty, and to himſelf ; nor 
need we haſten to get rid of th-ſe impreſ- 
ſions; time (by app uni ment of the ſame 


Power) will cure the ſmart, and in tome 


hearts ſoon blot ont all the traces of for- 
row ; but ſuch as preſerve them longeſt 
(for it is partly left in our own power) do 
perhaps beft acquieſce in the will of the 
chaſtiſer. | | 

For the conſequences of this ſudden 
loſs, I ſee them well, and I think, in a 
like ſituation, could fortify my mind, fo 
as to ſupport them with cheerfulneſs and 
good hopes, though not naturally inclined 
to ſee things in their beſt aſpect. When 
you have time to turn yourſelf round, you 


-muſt think ſeriouſly of your profeſſion z : 


you know I would have wiſhed to ſee vou 
wear the livery of it long ago: but I will 
not dwell on this ſubje& at preſent. To 
be obliged to thoſe we love and cfteem is 
a pleaſure ; but to ſerve aud oblige them 
is a ſtill greater; and this, with inde- 
pendence (no vulgar blefſing) are what a 
profeſſion at your age may reaſonably 
promiſe : without it they are hardly at- 
tainable, Remember I ſpeak from expe- 
rience. | 


* The death of his uncle Governor Floyer, 


a 
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In the mean time, while your preſent 
situation laſts, which I hope will not be 
Jong, continue your kindneſs and confi- 
. dence in me, by truſting me with the 
whole of it: aud ſurely you hazard no- 
thing by ſo doing: that ſituation does not 
appear ſo new to me as it does to you. 
You well knew the tenor of my conver- 
ſation (urged at times perhaps a little far- 
ther than you liked) has been intended to 
prepare you for this event, and to fami- 
liarize your mind with this ſpectre, which 
u call by its worſt name: but remem- 
S that “ Honefla ret e lata pauper- 
4% fat.“ I ſee it with reſpect, and fo 
will every one, whoſe poverty is not ſeated 
ia then mind. "There is but one real evil 
in it (take my word who know it well), 
and that is, that you have lefs the power 
of aſſiiting others, who have not the ſame 
reſources to ſupport them. You have 
youth: you have many kind well-iaten- 


tioned people belonging to you; many 


acquaintances of your own, or families 
that will wiſh to ſerve you. Conſider 
how many have had the ſame, or greater 
cauſe for dejection, with none ot thele 
reſources before their eyes. Adieu. 1 
ſincerely wiſh your happineſs. 
P. S. I have juſt heard that a frierd of 
mine is ſtruck with a paralyiic diſorder, 
in which (tate it is lik ly he may live in- 
capable of aſſiſting himſe!f, in the hands 
of ſervants or relations that only pape af- 
ter his ſpoils, perhaps for years to come ; 
think how many things may befal a man 
far worſe than poverty or death. 


LETTER XCVII. 
Mr. Gray to Mr. Nicholls. 


Pembroke College, June 24, 1769. 

A ſo you have a garden of your own, 
and you plant and tranſplant, and are 
dirty and amuſed) Are not you aſhamed 
of yourſelf ? Why, I have no ſuch thing, 
you monlter, nor ever ſhall be either dirty 
or amuſed as long 2s | hve. My gar- 
dens aie in the windows like thoſe of a 
lodger up three pair of fairs in Petticoat- 
laue, or Camomile-ſ(treet, and they go to 
bed regularly under the ſame roof that I 
do. Deas, how charming it muſt be to 
walk out in one's own garding, and fit on 
a bench in the open air, with a fountain 
and leaden ſtatue, and a rolling-(tore, 


ELEGANT EPISTLES. 


by hewt; I expeRt to ſee it torn piece. 


Poor man! he was always wiſhing for 


Book IV, 
and an arbour: have a care of fore 
throats though, and the age. 

However, be it known to you, though 
I have no garden, I have fold my eſtate ® 
and got a thouſand guineas, and fourſcore 
pounds a year for my oll aunt, and 
twenty pound prize in the lottery, ard 
Lord knows what ariears in the treaſury 
and am a rich fellow enough, go to; ung 
a fellow that hath had loſſes, and one that 
hath two gowns, and every thing hand. 
ſome about him, and in a few days ſhall 
have new window curtains : are 500 
avized of that? Ay, ard a new matte 
to lie upon, 

My Ode has been rehearſed again and 
again F, and the ſcholars have got krapy 


meal in the North-Briton before it i 
born. If you will come you ſhall ſee jt, 
and fing in it amid a chorus from $alil. 
bury ard Glouceſter muſic meeting, great 
names there, and all well verſed in Juda; 
Maccabzus. I wiſh it were once over; 
for then 1 immediately go for a few dap 
to London, and fo with Mr. Brown to 
Afton, though I fear it will rain the 
whole ſummer, and Skiddaw will be in- 
viſible and inacceſſible to mortals. 

1 have got De la Lande's Voyage 
through Italy, in eight volumes; he is 
member of the Academy of Sciences, and 
pretty good to read. | have read too 
an octavo volume of Shenſtone's Letters 


money, for fame, and other diſtinftions; 
and his whole philoſophy conſiſted in u. 
ing againſt his will in retirement, and in 
a place which his taſte had adorned; but 
which he only enjoyed when people of 
note came to ſee and commend it ; his cor- 
reſpondence is about nothing elſe but th 
place and his own writings, with two or 
three neighbouring clergymen who wrote 
verſes too | 5 
I have juſt found the beginning of 4 
letter, which ſomebody had dropped: | 
ſhould rather call it firſt-thoughts for the 
beginning of a letter; for there an 
many ſcratches and corrections. As | 
cannot ule it myſelf, (having got ade 


® Conſiſting of honſ-s on the welt ſide of 
Hend-Alley, London: Mrs. Olliffe war de 
2unt here mentioned, who. had a ſhure n 
this eſtate, and for whom he procured s 
annuity. She died in 1771, 4 few mogths 
before her nephew. i 

+ Ode for Muſic on the Duke of Graiton's 


Inſtallation. a op 


Fect. I. 
ginning already of my own) I ſend it for 
your uſe on ſome great occaſion. 


« Dear Sir, ; 

After ſo long ſilence, the hopes of 
« pardon, and proſpect of forgiveneſs, 
« might ſeem entirely extinct, or at leaft 
« yery remote, was I not truly ſenſible 
« of your goodneſs and candour, which 
«is the only aſylum that my negligence 
« can fly to, fi.ce every apology would 
« prove inſufficient to counterbalance it, 
« or alleviate my fault ; how then ſhall 
« my deficiency preſume to make ſo bold 
« an attempt, or be able to ſuffer the 
« hardſhips of ſo rough a campaign?“ 
&c. &c. &c, 1 : 


LETTER XCVIII. 


From the ſame to the ſame. 


Nov. 19, 1764- 
] Received your letter at Southamp- 
ton; and as I would wiſh to treat every 
body according to their own rule and 
meaſure of good-breeding, have, againſt 


my inclination, waited till now betore 1 


anſwered it, purely out of fear and re- 
pet, and an ingenuous diffi-ience of my 
o#n abilities. If you will not take this as 
an excuſe, accept it at leaſt as a well- 
_ turned period, which is always my prin- 
cipal concern. 

$0 I proceed to tell you that my health 
u moch improved by the ſea, not that I 
draok it, or bathed in in, as the common 
people do: no! 1 only walked by it, and 
oked upon it. The climate is remark- 
ably mild, even in Oftober and Novem- 
ber; na ſnow has been ſeen to lie there fur 
theſe thirty years pat; the myrtles grow 
in the ground againſt the houſes, and 
Cuenſcy lilies bloom in every window; 
de town, clean and well- built, ſur- 
rounded by its old-ſtone-walls, with their 
owers and gate- ways, fands at the point 
of a peninſula, and opens full ſouth to an 
um of the ſea, which, having formed two 
eau ul bays on each hand of it, tretches 
way in duet yiew till it joins the Britiſh 
Channel ; it is ſkirted on either fide with 
gently-rifing grounds, clothed with thick 
wood, and directly crofs its mouth riſe 
de high lands of the Ille of Wight at 
®ftance, but diftinly ſeen. In the bo- 
om of the woods (concealed from pro- 
- Pane eyes) Jie hid the ruins of Netiely 
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68, 
abbey ; there may be richer and greater 
— of ne os, but the Abdet © con- 
tent with his ſituation. See there, at the 
top of that hanging meadow, under the 
ſhade of thoſe old trees that bend into 
a half ci cle about it, he is walking flow 
P (gocd man I) and bidding his b-ads 
or the touls of his benefactors, inte red 
in that venerable pile that lies beneath 
him. Beyond it (the meadow fill de- 
ſcen-ling) nods a thicket of oaks that 
maſk the building, aud have exclude a 
view too gariſh and lux uriant for a holy 
cye ; only on either hand they leave an 
opening to the blue glittering lea. Did 
you not obſerve how, as that white ſail 
ſhot by and was loſt, he turned and croſſed 
himſelf to drive the tempt-r from him 
that had thrown that diſtraction in his 
way ? I ſhould tell you that the ferryman 
who rowed me, a luity young fellow, 
told me that he would not for all the 
world paſs a night at the abbey (there 
we:e ſuch things ſeen near it), though - 
there was a power of money hid there. 
From thence I went to Saliſbury, Wil- 
ton, and Stonehenge: but of theſe things 
I fay no more, they will be publiſhed at 
the Univerhity pres, : 


P. S. I mutt not cloſe my letter with- 
out giving you one principal event of my 
hiſtory ; which was, that (io the courſe of 
my late tour) I fer out one morning be- 
fore five o'clock, the moon ſhining 
through a daik and miſty autumnal air, 
and got to the ſea-coaft ume enough to 
be at the Sun's levee.” I ſaw the clouds 
and dark vapours open gradually to 
right and left, rolling over one another 
in great ſmoky wreathes, and the tide (as 
it Rowed gently in upon the ſands) firſt 
whitening, then lightly tinged with gold 
and hluez and all at once a little line of 
inſufferable brightneſs that (beſore 1 can 
weite theſe five words) was grown to half 
20 orb, and now to a Whale one, too glo- 
rious to be diitinttly ſeen. It is very odd 
it mal:es no figure on paper ; yet I ſhall 
remember it as long as the ſun, or at leaſt 
as long as I enduſe. I wonder Whether 
any body ever {aw it before? I hardly 
believe 11. | 


* 


690 ELEGANT 
LETTER XCIX. 
. Mr. Gray to Mr. Beattie, 


Pembroke-Hall, July 2, 1570. 

1 REJoice to hear that you are reftored 
to better ſtate of health, to your books, 
and to your muſe once again. 'That forced 
diſſipation and exerciſe we are obliged to 
fly to as a remedy, when this frail machine 
goes wrong, is often almott as bad as the 
diſtemper we would cue; yet I too have 
been conſtrained of late to purſue a like 
regimen, on account of. certain pains in 
the head (a ſenſation unknown to me be- 
fore) and of great dejection of ſpirits. 
This, Sir, is the only excuſe I have to 
make you for my long filence, and not (as 
rhaps you may have figured to your- 
elf) any ſecret reluctance I had to tell 
you my mind concerning the ſpecimen you 
ſo kindly ſent me of your new Poem “: 
on the contrary, if I had ſeen any thing 
of importance to diſapprove, I ſhould 
have haſtened to inform you, and never 
doubted of being forgiven. The truth 
is, 1 greatly like all 1 have teen, and 
wiſh to ſee more. The deſign is ſimple, 
and pregnant with poetical ideas of va- 
rious kinds, yet ſeems ſomehow imperfect 
at the end. 
win, when neceſſity has driven him to 
take vp the harp, and aſſume the profeſ- 
ſion of a minttrel, do ſome. great and \in- 
gular ſervice to his country? (what ſer- 
vice I muſt leave to your invention) ſuch 
as no General, no Statelian, ro Mo: aliſt 
could do without the aid of muſic, 1n- 
ſpiration, and poetry. "This will not ap- 
pear an improbabil'ty in thoſe early times, 
and in a character then held ſacred, and 
reſpected by all nations; belides, it wiil 
be a full anſwer to all the Hermit has faid, 
when he diſſuaded him from cultivating 
theſe pleaſing arts; it will ſhew their uſe, 
and. make the beit panegyric of our fa— 
vourite and celettial cience. Ard laſtly, 
(what weighs mott with me) it will 
throw more of action, yathos, and inte- 
relt, into your deſign, which already 
abounds in 1efleftion and ſentiment. As 
to deſcription, I have always thought 
that it made the moſt ere ornament 
of poetry, but never ought 10 make the 
ſubject. Your ideas are new, and bor- 
towed from a mountainous country, the 
only one that can furniſh truly pictureſque 


* The Ninftrel. 


Why may not young Ed- 


EPIST LES. 
ſcenery. Some trifles in the 


Book I. 


ver ſification you will permit me 10 n. 


nac. YM 
I will not enter at preſent into the me. 

rits of your Eſſay on Truth, becauſe I hay, 

not yet given it all the attention it deſerve; 

though 1 have read it through with plex 

ſure ; befides, I am partial; for ] have 4. 
ways thought David Hume a pernicious 
writer, and believe he has done as much 
miſchief here as he has in his own coun. 
try. A turpid and ſhallow fiream ofte, 
appears to our apprehenſions very detp. A 
profeſſed iceptic can be guided by nothing 
but his preſent paſſions (if he has any) aid 
intereſts ; and to be maſters of his philaſs- 
phy we need not his books or advice, for 
every child is cajable of the ſame thing, 
without any ſtudy at all, Is not that 
natvete and good humour, which his ad. 
mirers celebrate in him, owing to this, that 


- he has continued all his days an infant, 


but one that unhappily has been taught u 
read and write? That childiſh nation, the 


French, have given him vogue and fl. 


ſhion, and we, as uſual, have learme! 
from them to admire him at ſecond hand, 


LETTER: © 
Mr. Gray to Mr. Nichall;, 


II is long ſince that I heard you were 
> gone in haſte into Yorkſhire on gc- 
count of your mother's illneſs, and the 
ſame letter informed me that ſhe was te- 
covered, otherwiſe J had then wiote 0 
you only to beg you would take ca of 
her, and to inform you that I had d, 
covered a thing very little known, which 
is, that in one's whole like one can never 
have any more than a fingle mother, 
You may think this 1s obvious, an 
(what you call) a trite obſervation. You 
are a gieen goſling ! J was at the ſame 
age (very neat) as wiſe as you, ar6 yt! 
1 never diſcoveicd this (with full eu- 
dence and convidtion I wean) till u wa 
too late. It is thirteen years ago, 3nd 
leews but as eiter day, and every Cay | 
live it Gnks deeper into my heat f. 


+ H- ſeldom mentioned his moths! with 
out n= ſigh. After his death her gowns 4 
we aring apparel were tound in a trunk n 
apartments juſt as ſhe had lete chem, 
ſeemed as if he could never take the tete 
tion to open it, in order to dittribute them i» 


his female relations, tu whom, by hiv will, 


he e chem. a Mary 


3 P T EG. Dine 


8 


ekt. l. 


Many a corollary could I draw fron this 
axiom for your uſe (not for my own), but 
| will leave you the merit of doing it for 
vourſelf. Pray tell me how your health 
is: 1 conclude it perfect, as I hear you 


af:red yourſelf as a guide to Nr. Pal 


rave into the Sierra Morena ot Vork 
hire, For me, I paſſed the end of May 
ind all Jane in Kent, not diſagteeably. 
In the welt pact of it, from every  emi- 
nence, the eye catches fome long reach 
of the Thames or Medway, with all their 
ſhipping : in the eaſt the ſea breaks in 
opon you, and mixes its white tranſient 
fails acd glittering blue expanſe with the 
deeper and brighter greens of the woods 
and corn. This ſentence is ſo fine I am 
quite aſhamed ; but no matter ! you muſt 
nanllate it into proſe: Palgrave, if he 


. heard it, would cover his face with his 


pudding fleeve. I do not tell. you of the 
great and. ſmall beaſts, and creeping 
thiags innamerable, that I met with, be- 
cauſe you do not tuipeR that this wor [d is 
inhabited by any thing but men, and 
women, and clergy, and ſuch two-legg:-d 
cattle, Now I am here again very diſ- 
conſolate, and all alone, for Mr. Brown 
u gone, and the cares of this world are 
coming thick upon me : you, I hope, 
ire better off, riding and walking in the 
woods of Studley, &c. &c. I muſt not 
with for you here; beſides, I am going 
to town at Michaelmas, by no means tor 
amuſement. 


TSETTRER. CO 


Mr, Gray to Dr. Wharton. 2 


Fs May 24, 1771. 
Y laft ſummer's tour was thiough 
Werceſtterſhi:e, Glouceſterſhire, Mon- 

mouthſhire, Hzrefordihire, and Shrop- 

hire, five of the moſt beautiful counties 
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in the kingdom. The very principal 
light and capital feature of my journey 
was the river Wye, which I deſcended in 
a boat for near forty miles from Roſs to 
Chepitaw. Its banks are a ſucceſſion of 
nameleſs beauties ; one out of many you 
may fee not ill deſcribed by Mr. Whately, 
in his Obſervatioas on G :rdening, under 
the name of the New- Weir: he has alfo 
touched upon two others, Tinterne Ab- 
bey and Persfield, both of them famous 
ſcenes, and both on the Wye. Mon- 
mouth, a town | never heard mentioned, 
hies on the ſame river, in a vale that is 
the deli ht of my eyes, and the very ſeat 
of pleaſure. The vale of Abergavenny, 
Ragland, and Chepſtow caſtles ; Ludlow, 
Malvern-Hills, Hampton-Court, near 
Lemfter ; the Leaſows, Hagley, the 
three cities and their cathedrals; and 
laſtly Oxford (where I paſſed two days 
on my return with great ſatisfaQtion), 
were the reſt of my acquiſitions, and no 
ba harveſt in my opini»n ; but 1 made 
no journal myſelf, elſe you ſhoul4{ have - 
had it : 1 have indeed a ſhort one written 
by the companion of my travels “, that 
ſerves to recall and fix the fleeting images 
of theſe things. | | 

I have had a cough upon me theſe 
three months, which is incurable. The 
approaching ſummer I have ſometimes 
had thoughts of ſpending on the conti- 
nent; but I have now dropped that in- 
tention, and believe my expeditions will 
terminate in Old Park : but I make no 
promiſe, and can aniwer for nothing ; 
my own employment fo fticks in my ſto- 
mach, and troubles my conſcience : and 
yet travel I muff, or ceaſe to exiſt. Till 
this year I hardly knew what (mechani- 
cal) low ſpirits were, but now I even 
tie:nble at an eaſt wind. 


Mr. Nicholle, 
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SECTION I. 


PROM THE LETTERS OF LAURENCE STERNE, AND OTHERS. 


1 
Mr. Sterne to Miſs L . 


1 Have offended her whom I fo ten- 

derly love !—what could tempt me to 
it! but if a beggar was io knock at thy 
gate, wouldfi thou not open the door, and 
be melted with compaſſion ?—1 know 
thou wovldſt, for Pity has erected a tem- 
ple in thy boſm — Sweeteſt, and beft of 
all human paſſions ! let thy web of ten- 
derneſs cover the penſive form of afflic- 
tion, and ſoften the darkeft ſhades of mi- 
ſery ! I have re- conſidered this apology, 
and alas ! what will it accompliſh ? Ar- 
guments, however finely ſpun, can never 
change the nature of things—very true— 
ſo a truce with them. ; 

I have loſt a very valuable friend by a 
ſad accident, and what is worſe, he has 
left a widow and five young children to 

lament this ſudden firoke If real uſe- 
fulneſs and integrity of heart could have 
ſecured him from this, his friends would 
not now be mourning his untimely fate. — 
Theſe dark and ſeemingly cruel diſpenſa- 
tions of Providence often make the beſt 
of human hearts complain.—-Who can 


paint the diſtreſs of an affectionate mo- 


ther, made a widow in a moment, weep- 
ing in bitterneſs over a numerous, help- 
leſs, and fatherleſs offspring ! 
theſe are thy chaſtiſements, and require 
(hard taſk !) a pious acquieſcence. 
Forgive me this digreſſion, and allow 
mee to drop a tear over a departed friend; 
and what is more excellent, an honeſt 
man. My L.! thou wilt feel all that 


God! 


kindneſs can inſpire in the death of —., 
The event was ſudden, and thy gentle 
ſpirit would be more alarmed on that ac. 
count, But, my L. thou haſt les to 
lament, as old age was creeping on, and 
her period of domg good, and being uſe- 
ful, was nearly over, —At ſixty years of 
age the tenement gets faſt out of repair, 
and the lodger with anxiety thinks of : 
diſcharge.— In ſuch a ſituation the poet 
might well ſay, 


The ſoul uneaſy,” &c. 


My L. talks of leaving the country 
may a kind angel guide thy fteps hither ! 
— Solitude at length grows tireſome.— 
Thou ſayeſt thou wilt quit the place with 
regret— I think fo too. — Does not ſome- 
thing uneaſy mingle with the very refiec- 
tion of leaving it ? It is like parting with 
an old friend, whoſe temper and compary 
one has long been acquainted with.-l 
think I ſee you looking twenty dime 
a-day at the houſe—almoſt counting every 
brick and pane of; glaſs, and telling then 
at the ſame time with a ſigh, you are 20- 
ing to leave them.—-Oh happy modifica- 
tion of matter | they will remain inſenſ- 
ble of thy loſs —But how wilt thou be 
able to part with thy garden ?— The te. 
collection of ſo many pleaſing walks mul 
have endeared it to you. The ters, 
the ſhrubs, the flowers, which thou 
reared with thy own hands--will they not 
droop and fade away ſooner upon thy de- 
parture ?— Who will be the ſucceſſor to 
nurſe them in thy abſence ?—Thov wilt 
leave thy name upon the _—_—— 
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compoſe an elegy, I ſhould expeR a very 


:ntive one upon this ſubjeR. 
Pew, — Believe me ever, ever 


thine, 


deck. II. | 


LETTER II. 


Mr. Sterne to Mrs. — 


York, Tueſday, 

Dean Mapan, November 19, 1759. 

ov kind inquiries after my health 
Y deſerve my beit thanks. — What can 
give one more pleaſure than the good 
wiſhes of thoſe we value 7—I am ſorry 
you give ſo bad an account of your own 
health, but hope you will find benefit 
from tar- water—it has been of infinite 
ſervice to me.—l ſuppoſe, my good lady, 
by what you ſay in your letter, “ that I am 
« buſy writing an extraordinary book,“ 
that your intelligence comes from York— 
the t>untain-head of all chit-chat news— 
and—"0 matter. No for your defire of 
knowing the reaſon of my turning au- 
thor ꝰ why truly I am tired of employing 
my brains for other people's advantage. 
fis a fooliſh ſacrifice I have made for 
ome years to an ungrateful perſon.—l 
depend much upon the candour of the 
public, but 1 ſhall not pick out a jury to 
ty the merit of my book againtt ——, 
and—till you read my Triſtram, do 
not, like ſome people, condemn it. 
Laugh J am ſute you will at ſome paſ- 
ies. I have hired a ſmall houſe in the 
Minſter Yard for my wife and daughter 
the latter is to begin dancing, &c. : if l 
cannot leave her a fortune, I will at leaſt 
dye her an education. —As I ſhall pub- 
iſh my works very ſoon, 1 ſhall be in 
town by March, and ſhall have the plea- 
fure of meeting with you.—All your 
ttiends à e well, and ever hold you in the 
_ eltimation that your fincere fiiend 
des. 

Adieu, dear lady; believe me, with 


tery wiſh for your happineſs, your moſt 
fachfvl, &c. | 


WS TER MM. 
Mr. Sterne to H Wh Eq. 


Dias Hm, Coxwould, July 28, 1761. 


]SYuraThISED for, or with you, on 
the detail you give me of your late 
*$atious—and would willingly have 
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taken my horſe, and trotted to the oracle 
to have inquired into the etymology of 
all your ſufferings, had I not been aſ- 
ſured, that all that evacuation of hiliaus 
matter, with all that abdoininal motion 
attending it (both which are al co 
a month's purgation and exerciſe), will 
have left you better than it found you 
Need one go to D. to be told that all 
kind of mild (mark, 1 am going to talk 
more fooliſhly than your azpothecary), 
opening, faponacious, dirty-ſhirt, ſud- 
waſhing liquors are proper for you, and 
r vas all ſtyptical potations death 
and deſtruction—if you had not ſhut up 
your gall- ducts by theſe, the glauber falte 
could not have hurt—as it was, twas like 
a match to the gun-powder, by raiſing a 
freſh combuſtion, as all phyfic does at 
firſt, lo that you have been let off —nitre, 
brimſtone, and charcoal (which is black- 
nels itlelf), all at one blat.— twas welt 
the piece did not burſt, for I think it un- 
derwent great violence, and, ag it is 
proof, will, I hope, do much ſervice in 
this militating world. Panty * is miſ- 
taken, I quarrel with no one, — The:re was 
that coxcomb of ——— in the houſe, 
who loſt temper with me for na reafon 
upon earth but that I could not fall down 
and worſhip a brazen image of karning 
and eloquence, which he ſet up, to the 
periecutiun of all true believers —L fat 
down upon his altar, and whiſtled in the 
time of his divine ſervice =and broke 
down his carved work, and kicked his 
incenſe pot to the D; ſo he retreated, 
ſed non fine felle in corde ſus —| have 
wrote a clerum, whether I ſhall take my 
doctor's degrees or no—l am much in 
doubt, but I trow not.—I go on with 
Trittram—l have bought ſeven hundred 
books at a puichaſe dog cheap—and 
many good—anil I have been à weelc 
getting them ſet up in my beſt room here 
hy do not you tranſport yours to 
town ? but I talk like a fool, This will 
juſt catch you at your ſpaw—[ with you 
incolumem apud Londinum---do you go 
there for good and all---or ill ?--.I am, 
dear couſin, your's aff-Rionately, 


* The Revetend Mr. R — 


694 
LETTER IV. 


Mr. Sterne to J— H— S—, EG. 


| | Coxwould, 
DEA Home, [about Auguſt] 1761. 
1 R&Jjoicg you are in London -- -reſt 

* there in peace; here "tis the devil. 
*-- You was a good prophet.---I wiſh my- 
ſelf back again, as you told me I ſhould--- 


but not b:cauſe a thin, death-doing, peſ- 


tiferous, north-eaſt wind blows in a line 
directly fi om Crazy- caſtle turret full upon 
me in this cuckoldly retreat (fon I value 
the nor h- caſt wind and all its powers not 


a firaw),—but the tranſition trom rapid 


motion to abſolute re was too violent.--- 
I ſhould have walked about the ſtreets of 
York ten days, as a proper medium to 
have paſſid through, before I entered up- 
On my ret. 1 Haid hut a moment, and I 
have heen hee but a few, to ſatisfy me I 
have not managed my miſeries like a wite 
man—and if God, fof my conſolation un- 
der them, had not poured forth the ſpirit 
of 'Shandeiſm into me, which will not 
ſuffer me 10 think two moments upon any 
grave ſubject, I wouldelſe, juſt now lie 
down and die---die---and yet, in half an 
hour's time, I'll lay a guinea, I ſhall be 
as merry as a monkey—and as miſchieyous 
too, and forget it all---ſo that this is but 
a copy of the preſent train running acroſs 
my brain. — Aud to you think this cu fed 
ſtupid —but that, my dear H. depends 
much upon the guota hora of your ſhabby 
clock, if the pointer of it 18 in any quarter 
| between ten in the morning or four in the 
afternoon—l give it up—or it the day is 
obſcured by dark engendering clouds of 
either wet or dry weather, I am ſtill loſt 
but who knows but it may be five —and 
the day as fine a day as ever ſhone upon 
the earth ſince the deftruftion of Sodom-- 
and peradventure your honour may have 
got a good hearty dinner to-day, and eat 
and drank your intellectuals into a pla- 
cidulſh and a blanduliſh amalgama-to 
bear nonſenſe, ſo much for that. 

"Tis as cold and chw liſh juſt now, as 
(if God had not pleaſed it to be ſo) it 
ought to have been in bleak December, 
and therefore J am glad you are where 
you are, and where (1 repeat it again) 1 
with I was alſo---Curle of poverty, and 
| abſence from thoſe we love l---they are 
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two great evils which embitter all things 
---and yet with the firlt I am not haunts 
much. As to matrimony, I (bould he x 
beaſt-to rail at it, for my wife is eaſy-. 
but the world is not---and had 1 li, 
from her a ſecond longer, it would hav: 
been a burniag ſhame---elfe ſhe ec's c 
herſelf happier without me---but not in 
anger is this declaration made---byt in 
pure ſober good ſenſe, built on ſound ex. 
perience---ſhe hopes you will be able 0 
nike a bargain for me before this time 
twelvemonth, to lead a bear round Eu. 
rope: and from this hope (rom you, | 
verily believe it is, that you are ſo high in 
her favour at preſeat---She ſw-ars you are 
a fellow of wit, though humorous ; a fuc- 
ny, jolly ſoul, though ſomewhat (plene. 
tie; and (bating the love of women) u 
honeſt as go/d---how do you like the fun- 
le ?----Oh, Lord | now are you going to 
Ranelagh to-night, and I am ſitting, for- 
rowtul as the prophet was, when the voice 
cried out to him and aid.“ What dult 
* thou here, Elijah ?”---"Tis well the ſp- 
rit does not make- the ſame at Coxwould 
tor unleſs tor the few ſheep left me 0 
take caie of, in this wilderneſs, 1 might 
as well, nay better, be at Mecca+-- When 
we find we can, by a ſhifting of places, 
run away from qurielves, what think you 
of a javat there, before we finally pay 4 
viſit to the vals of Jeboſapbat ?---As ill a 
fame as we have, 1 truit I ſhall one day 
or other ſee you face to face---fo tell the 
two ci incls, if they love good com- 
pany, to live righteouſly and foberly, 
as you do, and then they will have no 
doubts or dangers within or without 
them — pe ent my beſt and warmelt 
wiſhes to them, and adviſe the eldeſt to 
prop up his ſpirits, and get a rich dow- 
aver before the concluſion of the peace 
why will not the advice ſuit both, far . 
bile fratrum ? 

1 o-morrow morning (if Heaven per- 
mit) I begin the fifth volume of Shandy 
I care not a curſe for the critics--1 
load my vehicle with what goods he ſends 
me, and they may take em off my hands, 
or Jet them alone. I am very valo . ous 
and *tis in proportion as we retire from 
the world, and fee it in its true dimenbons, 
that we deſpiſe it---no bad rant 1---Ga 


above bleſs you! You know I am you! 


ic if . 
affectionate _ in What 
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What few remain of the Demoniacs, 


greet——and write me a letter, if you 
are able, as fooliſh as this. 


LET TER VT, 
Mr. Sterne to Lady ———, 


 Coxwould, Sept. 21, 176m. 
| RETURN to my new habitation, fully 
determined io wrue as hard as can be, 


lady, for your letter of congratulation 
upon my Lord Fauconbe: g's having pre- 
ſeated me with the curacy of this place-- 
though your congratulation comes ſome- 
what of the lateſt, as I have been poſſeſſed 
of it ſome time.---I hope I have been of 
lome ſervice to his Lordſhip, and he has 
ſuſkiciently requited me. Tis ſeventy 
guineas a year in my pocket, though worth 
a hundred---but it obliges me to have a 
curate to officiate at Sutton and Stilling- 
ton. Tis within a mile of his Lordſhip's 
len and park. Tis a very agreeable ride 
out in the chaiſe I purchaſed for my wife. 
Lyd ® has a poney which ſhe delights in. 
Whilt they take thele. diverſions, I am 
Iabbling away at my Triftram.--- Theſe 
two volumes are, I think, the beſt.. --I 
mall write as Jong as | live ; 'tis, in fact, 
my hobby-hotfe ; and fo much am I de- 
eech with my uncle 1 oby's imaginary 
chaader, that I am become an enthuſi- 
. My Lydia helps to copy for me--- 
zd my wite kits, and liſtens as I read 
ver chapters. I he coronation of his 
M jetty (whom God preſerve !) has coſt 
me the value of an ox, which is to be 
"#te1 while in the middle of the town, 
d my puilhioners will, 1 {;pnole, be 
"fy merry upon the occalon.--- You will 
en he in town- --a: d fealt your eyes with 
ncht, winch 'tis to be hoped will not be 
dalle 0! aur powers to lee again 
0, in point ot ave we have about iwen'y 
teile nart of dis Majeſty -- And. now, 
my deat tend, i mvit fnncth his —and 
An eren with for your happineſs, con- 
de melt your molt ftiacere well- 
let aid friend, 


®* [1's Davghter, 


and thank you molt cordially, my dear 


E N T. 
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LETTER VI. 


Mr. Sterne to David Garrick, Eg. | 
J 
My dear Friend, Paris, Jan. 31, 1762. 7 
1 not, becauſe I have been a 
fortnight in this metropolis without 
writing to you, that theretofe 1 have not 
had you and Mrs Garrick a hundred 
times in my head and my heart--heart ! yes 
yes, lay you---but I mult not waſte paper 
in badinage this poſt, whatever 1 do the 
next. Well ! here J am, my friend, as 
much improved in my health, for the 
time, as ever your friendſhip could with, 
o at leaſt your faith give credit to---by 
the bye I am ſomewhat worſe in my in- 
tellectuals, tor my head is turned round 
with what I ſee, and the unexpected ho- 
nours I have. met with here, Triſtram 
was almoſt as much known here as in 
London, at leaſt among your men of 
condition and learning, and has got me 
introduced into ſo many circles ('tis 
comme a Londres). 1 have juſt now a 
fortuight's dinners and ſuppers upon my 
hands---My application to the Count de 
Choiſeul goes on ſwimmingly, for not 
only Mr. Pelleticte (who, by the bye, 
ſends ten thouſand civiſities to you and 
Mrs. Garrick) has undertaken my at- 
fair, but the Count de Limbourgh---the 
Baron d'Holbach, has offered any ſecu- 
rity for the inoffenſiveneis of my bena- 
viour in France tis more, you rogue ! 
than you will do.--- This Baron is one of 


the moſt learned noblemen here, the 


great protector of wits, and the Sgavans 
who are no wits—-keeps open houle three 
days a week---his houſe 1s now, as your's 
was to me, my own---he lives at great 
txpence.— Twas an odd incident when 1 
was introduced to the Count de Biſſie, 
which 1 was at his defire-—I found um 
reading Triſtram— this grandee does me 
great honours, and gives me leave to go 
a private way through. his apartmenis 
into the Palais Royal, to view ibe Date 
of Orleans* collections, every diy | have 
time.---I have been at ihe Doctv's of 
Sorbonne---I hope in a fortnight to break 
through, or rather from, the d:I1gi-ts of 
this place, which, 1 the fg av9ir Vivre, 
excceds all the places, I vtueve, ww this - 
ſection of the glube--- - 
I am going, when this letter is wiote, 
wilt: Mr. Fox, and BA. Mecca toy 6 
| Ver- 
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Verſailles— the next morning I wait upon 
Moni. Titon, in company with Mr. 
- Maccartny, who is known to him, to 
deliver your commands. I have bought 
| you the pamphlet upon theatrical, or 
ta her tragical, declamation— I have 
bought another in verſe, worth reading, 
and you will receive them, with what J 
can pick up this weck, by a fervast of 
Mr. Hodges, whom he is lending back to 
England. | ; 
1 was Jaſt night with Mr. Fox to ſee 
Mademoiſelle Clairon, in 1phigene—ſhe 
| bs extremely great—would to God you 
had one or two like her—what a luxury, 
to ſee you with one of ſuch powers in the 
ſame intereſting ſcene but "tis too much 
—Ah1 Preville l thou art Mercury him- 
felf. —By virtue of taking a couple of 
boxes, we have beſpoke, this week, The 
Frenchman in London, in which Preyille is 
to ſend us home to ſupper all ha 
I mean about fifteen or ſixteen Engliſh of 
diſtin&tion, who are now here, and live 
well with each other. 1 | 
I am under great obligations to Mr. 
Pitt, who has behaved in every reſpect 
to me like a man of good breeding, and 
good nature—In a poſt or two, I will 
write again—PFoley is an honeſt ſoul—I 


could write ſix volumes of what has 


paſſed comically in this great icene, ſince 
theſe laſt fou teen days--but more of this 
hereafter, We are all going into mourn- 


ing; nor you, nor Mrs. Garrick, would. 


know me, if you met me in my remſe— 
bleſs you both! Service to Mis. Denis, 
Adieu, adieu! | 15 


LETTER VII. 
Mr. Sterne to Lady 0 — 


London “, Feb. 1, 1762. 

yy our Ladyſhip's kind inquis ies after 
my health ate indeed łk ind, and of a 

iece with the reſt of your charakter. 
Indeed I am very ill, having broke a 
veſſel in my lungs—hard writing in the 
ſummer, together with preaching, which 
I have not ſtrength for, is ever fatal to 
me—but I cannot avoid the latter yet, 
and the forme: is too pleaſurable to be 
given up—I believe 1 ſhall try if the 


This Letter, though dated from Lenden, 
was evidently written at Paris. 


EPISTLES. Bol 
ſouth of France will not be of ſervice 10 
me — his G of Y. has moſt bumancly 
given me the iſhon for a year « 
two—l thall ſet off with great hopes of 
its efficacy, and ſhall write to my wig 
and daughter to come and join me x 
Paris, elſe my ſtay could not be ſo long 


Le Fever's ſtory has beguiled you 


6 e of your tears,” and the 
thought of the accuſing ſpirit flying uy 
to heaven's chancery with the oath, 58 
are kind enough to ſay is ſublime--. ng 
friend Mr. Garrick thinks (6 too, a 
am moſt vain of his approbation---you 
Ladyſhip's opinion adds not a little tomy 
vanity, 

I with I had time to take a little excyr. 
ſion to Bath, were it only to thank you 
for all the obliging things you ſayin you 
letter---but tis i poſſible accept at leaf 
my warmeſt thanks If I could tempt ny 
friend Mr. H. to come to France, l al 
be truly happy---If I can be of an) fe. 
vice to you at Paris, command him who 
is, and ever wlll be, your Ladyſhip4 
faithful, &c. Os 


LETTER vin. 
Mr. Sterne to Mrs. Sterne, York. 


My Dias, Paris, May 16, 176. 
FE is a thouſand to one that this reaches 

you before you have ſet out---howene 
I take the chance---you will receive on 
wrote laſt night, the moment you get tn 
Mr. E. and to with you joy of 8 at 
rival in town---to that letter which you 
will find in town, I have nothing to ad! 
that I can think on---for I have almot 
drained my brains dry upon the (ubje8..- 


For God ſake vile early and gallop 2 


in the cool---and always (ce that you hat 
not forgot your baggaze in changing 
poſt-chaites.---You will find tea 
upon the road from York to Uover- 
only bring a little to carry you from (+ 
lais to Paris---give the Cuftom-hout 
officers what I told you-—at Calais gt 
more, if you have much Scotch ſauff·— 
but as tobacco is good here, you had = 
bring a Scotch mill and make it yourlell, 
that is, order your valet to manu. 
it---"twill keep him out of miſchief.-- 
would adviſe you 10 take three days 1 
coming up, for fear of heating Jos, 
ſelves—-See that they do not git m , 


S 
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nothing your hearts wiſh. 8⁰ God in 
heaven proſper and go along with you 
kiſs my Lydia, and believe me both af. 
fetionately your's. : 


LET TE RUE: 


From the ſame to the ſame. 


My Dras, Paris, May 31, 1762. 
T His have no mails arrived het e till 

this morning, for three potts, ſo 1 
expedled with great impatience a letter 
from you and Lydia—and lo! it is ar- 
rived. You are as buſy as Throp's wiſe, 
and. by the time you receive this, you 


- <q Ln, | —— — — 
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] 

j my ideas about your jow ney +--and what 
" is needful for you to do befo:e and during 
ho it---ſo [ write only to tell you I am well --- 


Mr. Colebrooks, the miniſter of Swiſſer- 
land's. ſecretary, I got this morning to 
writ? à letter for you to the governor of 
the Cuſtom-houle office at Calais---it 
ſhall be ſent you next pott - You mult he 
cautious about Scotch ſnuff---rake halt a 
pound in your pocket, and make Lyd do 
the ſame. *Tis well I bought you a 


ht, 
_ 


6, chaiſe---there is no get'ing one in Paris 
het now, but at an enormous pr ice: for they 
* ate all ſent to che army, and ſuch a one 
one as your's we have not been, able to match 
to ' for forty guinens, for a friend of mine 
at who is going from hence to Italy---the 
you weather was never known to {et in ſo hot, 
ad 38 it has done the latter end of this 
nol month, ſo he and his pv ty ae to get 
bs into his chaiſes by four in the morning, 
11 and travel till nine---and not ſtir out 
have agan till fix 3---but I hope this ſevere 


heat will abate by the time you come 


ta here--- however, I beg of you once more 
a to take ſpecial care of heating your blood 
(Gs en travelling, and come tout doucement. 
zoule when you find the heat too much---[ 
gift ſhall look impatiently for intelligence from 
E vou, and hope to hear all goes well; that 
be 


ou conquer all difficulties, that yon have 


cel, «ceived your palſport, my picture, &c. 
Nun Wie and tell me Cmething of every 
—1 tung. long to ſee you both, you may 
610 de aſſured, my dear wife ard child, after 
ute ſo long a ſeparation and write me a 
* "ne directly, that 1 may have all the 


will be buſier till---] bave exhauſted all 


* 


bed vehicle, when a better is in the yard, 
hut you will look ſharp—-drink ſmall 
Rheniſh to keep you coo! (that is if you 
like it). Live well, and eng yow ſelves 


notice yon can give me, that I may have 


apartments ready and fit for you when 
you art ve. - For my own part L ſhall 
continue wiiting to you a forinigh longer 
---prelent my reſpects to all friends--you 
have bid Mr. C. get my viſiations at P. 
done for me, &c. &c If any offers are 


made about the incloſure at Raſcal, they 
muſt be incloſed to me---»othing that is 


fairly propoſed mall ftand fill, on my 
icore. Do all for che beſt, as He who 
guides all things will I hope do tor us 


ſ, Heaven preſerve you both---believe me 


your affectionate, &c. 


Love to my Lydia--+-I have bought bee 
a gold watch to preſent to her when ſhe 
comes. 8 


1 


LL ES 6K: 
Mr. Sterne to Lady D. 


| Paris, July 9, 1762. 

[ WILL not fend your Lady(hiy the tri- 

fles you bid me purchaſe without a 
line. I am very well pleaſed with Paris 
indeed I meet with ſo many civiluwes 
a nongit the people here, that | mutt ſing 
their praiſes- the French have a grcat 
deal of urbanity in their compointion, and 
to ſtay a intle time amongſt them will he 
agreeable. --- ſplutter F:ench ſ as to be 


under-01-- but I have had a droll ad- 
venture here in which my La in was of 


ſome lex vice to me- I had hized a chaiſe 
and a hoe to go about even miles into 
the country, but, Shandean-like, lid nat 
take no: ice that the hate was almatt dead 
hen I took him e ore I got half way, 
the poor animal dropped down dead o 
I was forced to appear before the Police, 
and begen to tell my Rory in French, 
which was, that the poor beaſt had to do 
with a worſe braſt than himſelf, : namely 
his maſter, who had driven him all the 
day hefore (Jehu like), and that he had 
neither had corn, or hay, therefore I was 
not to pay for the harſe---but 1 might as 


well have whiſtled, as have ſpoke French, 


and I believe my Latin was equal to my 
uncle Toby's Lilabulero---being not un- 


derſtood becauſe of its purity, but by dint 


of words I forced my-judge to do me 


juſtice no common thing, by the way, 
in F:ance.---My wife and daughter are 
arrived---the latter does nothing but look 
out of the windew, and complain of the 
rorment of being frizled---I wiſh ſhe may 


4 U ever 
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ever remain a child of nature -I hate 


child en of art. 

I hope this will fird your Ladyſhip well 
—and that you will be kind enough to 
direct to me at Tovlouſe, which place I 
ſhall ſet out for very ſoon. I am, with 
trath and fircerity, your Ladyſhip's moſt 

faithful, &c. 


LETTER XI. 
Mr. Sterne to Mr. E. 


Dean Sin, 
: MY wife and. daughter arrived here 

ſafe and ſound on Thurſday, and are 
in high raptures with the ſpeed ard plea- 
ſantnt ſs ot their jourrey, and particularly 
of all they ſre and meet with Tg But 
is their journey om York to Paris no- 
thing has given them a more ſenhible and 
lating pleaſure, than the marks of Lind- 
nels they received from you and Mrs. E. 
-The friendſhip, good-will, ad polite- 
neſs of my two friends I never doubted to 
me, or mine, and I return you both all a 


grateful man is capable of, which is 


merely my thanks. | have tzken, how- 
ever, the liberty of ſer,ding an Indian tef- 


fety, which Mis. E. muſt do me the ho- 


nour to wear for my wife's ſake, who 
would have got it made up, but that Mr, 
Stanhope, the Conſul of Algie's, who ſets 
off to-morrow morning for London, has 
been ſo kind (I mean his lady) as to take 
charge of it; and we had hut juſt time to 
. procure it: and had we miſſed that oppor- 
tunity, as we ſhould have been obliged to 
have left it behind us at Paris, we knew 
not when or how to get it to our friend.-- 
J wiſh it had been better worth a para- 


graph. If there is any thing we can buy or 


procure for you here (intelligence m- 
cluded), you have a right to command 
me---for | am your's, with my wife and 
girl's kind love to you and Mrs. E. 


LETTER XI. 


Mr. Sterm to Mr. Foley, at Paris. 


Toul-uſc, 
Mr pr an FoLry, Avg. 14, 1762. 
AFfrze many turnings (alias digreſ- 
fions), to lay nothing of downright 
overthrows, ſtops, and delays, we have 
arrived: in three weeks at Tovlouſe, and 
are now ſetiled in our houſes with fer. 


ELEGANT FEPISTLES. 


Paris, July 12. 1762. 


% 


Book IV. 
vants, &c. about us, and look az com. 
poſed as if we had been here ſeven years, 
IIa our journey we ſuffered ſo much 
from the heats, it gives me pain to re 
member it. I never faw a cloud from 
Paris to Niſines half as broad as a twenty. 
four ſols piece.---Good God | we were 
toaſted, roafted, grill'd, ftew'd and car. 
bonaded on one fide or other all the way 
and being all done enough (afezcuit:) 
in the day, we were eat up at night by 
bugs, and other unſwept out vermin, the 
legal inhabitants (if length of poſſeſſion 
gives right) of every inn we lay au. Can 
you conceive a worſe accident than that 
in ſuch a journey, in the hotteſt day and 
hour of it, four miles from either tree ot 
ſhrub which could caſt a ſhade of the ſize 
of one of Eve's fig-leaves--that we ſhould 
break a hind wheel into ten thouſand 
pieces, and be obliged is conſequence to 
fit five hours on a gravelly road, without 
one drop of water, or poſſibility of get. 
ting any ?---To mend the matter, my two 
poſtilions were two dough-hearted fool, 
and fell a crying---Nothing was to h- 
done ! By heaven, quoth I, pulling af 
my coat and waiſtcoat, ſomething ſhall 
be done, for I'll thiaſh you both within 
an inch cf your lives---and then make you 
take each of you a horſe, and vide be 
two devils to the next poſt for a cart 10 
carry my baggage, and a wheel to carry 
ourſelves.-- -Qur luggage weighed ten 
quimals--"twas the fair of Bawcaire--a|l 
the world was going, or returning---we 
were aſk'd by every foul who pals'd by 
us, if we were going to the fair of Bav- 


. caire--- No' wonder, quoth I, we hare 


goods enough Fous avez raiſon, me: 
ann. | 

Well ! here we are after atl, my dear 
friend---and moſt d:liciouſly placed at the 
extremity of the town, in an excellent 
houſe well furniſhed, and elegant beyond 
any thing 1 lo-k'd for---"Tis built in the 
form of a hotel, with a pretty court to. 
wa'ds the. town---and behind, the beſ 
garden in Toulouſe, laid out in ſerpentine 
walks, and ſo large that the company in 
our quarter uſually come to walk there in 


the evenings, for which they have "y 


conſent.---** the more the merrier. . 
The houſe conſiſts of a good ſalle a nan. 
ger above ſtairs, joining to the very great 
alle à compagnie as large as the Baron 
d*Hclbach's ; three handſome bed-cham- 


bers with dreſſing-rooms to 23 
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fairs two very good 


Sea. Il. 


one to ftudy in, the other to ſee company. 


I have moreover cellars round the court, 


4nd all other offices---Of the ſame land- 
lord I have bargained io hare the uſe of a 
cunt: y-houſe which he has two miles out 
of row 1, ſo that myſelf and all my family 
Lave nothing more to do than io take our 
hats and remove from the one to the other 
—- My laadlord is mor. over to keep the 
gardens in o. der, and what do you thiak l 
an to pay for all this? neither more or 
es thin thi:ty pounds a year---all-ttungs 
are cheap in pi 9p: tign---10 we hall live 
for very very little. 1 dined yeſterdiy 
with Mr. H— ; be is moſt pleifanmily 
ſituated, and they are all well.---As for 
the books you have received for Dom, 


the bookſeller was a fool not to ſend the 


bill along with them-- I will write to him 
about it.---I wiſh you was with me for 
wo months; it would cure you of all 
evils ghoſtly and bodily—hut this, like 


many other wiſhes both for you and my-, 


ſelf, muſt have its completion elſewhere 
Adieu, my kind friend, and believe 
that I love you as much from inclination 
as reaſon, for I am molt truly your's. 


My wife and girl join in compliments 
to you—My beſt reipes. io my worthy 
Baron d' Holbach and all that ſfociety— 
Remember me 10 my friend Mr. Pan- 
chaud. | 


LETTER, XIII. 
Mr. Sterne io 7— Hom $—, V. 


- Toulouſe, 
My Dear H. 0. 19, 1763. 
| RECELVED your letter yeſterday—ſo it 
has been travelling from Crazy Caf- 
le to Toulouſe full eight-en days—if I 
had nothing to ſtop me I would engage 
to ſet out this morning, and knock at 
Cy Caftle gares in three days leis time 
—"y which time I ſhould find you and 
de Colonel, Panty, &c. all alone—the 
22lon | molt wiſh and like 40 be with you 
—l «juice from my heart, down to my 
us, that you have ſnatch'd fo many 
"1ppy and ſunſhiny days cut of the bans 
vf the blue devils—If we live to meet and 
n our forces as heretofore, we will give 


| _ gentry a drubhing—and turn them 
0 


ever out of theit uſurped citadel— 
lone legions of them have been put to 
fight alrezdy by your operations this laßt 


i TL R as 


campaign—and 1 hope to have a hand in 
diſperſing the remainder the firi time my 
dear couſin ſets up his banners again un- 
der the ſquare towe But what art 
thou medi ating with axes and hammers ? 
— I know.the pride and the naughti- 
«« neſs of thy heart,” and thou lovelt the 
{weet viſions of archittaves, friczes and 
pedimests with their tympanums, and 
thou haſt fou d out a pretence, à raiſon 
ae ciig cent livres flerling to he laid out in 
four yeais, &c. &. (lo as not to be felt, 
which is always ad i: by the d | as 
a bait) to juſtify inyfelt unto thyſelf—lr 
may be very. wile to do this—hut tis 
wiſer to keep one's money in one's poc- 
ket, whilſt there a'e wars without and ru- 
mours of wars within. St. - alviſcs 
his diſciples to (ell -buth coat and waiſt- 
coat—and go rather. without ſhirt or 
ſword, than leave no money in their ſeri 


to go to Jeruſalem with—Now tho 


quatre ans conſecutifs, my dear Anthony, 
ace the molt precious morſels of thy life 
to come (in this world), and thou wilt do 
well to enjoy that moiſcl without cares, 
calculations, and curſes, and damas, and 
debis— for as ſure as ſtone is fone, and 
mortar is mortar, &c. twill be one of the 
many works of thy repentance—3ut aſter 
all, if the Fates have decreed it, as you 
and I have ſome time ſuppoſed it on ac - 
count of your generoſity, „that you are 
never to be a monied man,” the decree 
will be fulfilled whether you adorn your 
caitle and line it with cedar, and paint it 
within ſide and without fide, with ver- 
million, or not—et cela etant (having a 
bottle of Frontiniac and glaſs at my right 
hand) I drink, dear Anthony, to thy 
health and happineſs, and to the fins] ac- 
compliſhments of all thy lunary and ſub- 
lunary projects. Fo fix weeks together, 
after 1 wrote my laſt letter to you, my 
projects were many flo ies higher, for 1 
was all that time, as I thought, journey- 
ing on to the other, world —l fell ill of an 
epidemic vile feven which killed huedreds 
about me— The phyſficiaus here are the 
ert anteſt charlatans in Europe, or the 
moſt ignorant of all pretencing- fools--[ 
withdiew what was left of me out of their 
hands, and recommended my affairs en- 
tirely io Dame Nature—She. (dear god- 
d-{s) has ſaved me in &fry-diffe: ent pinch- 
ing bouts, and I begin to have a kind of 
enthufirſm now in her favour, and in my 
own, that, one or to more eſcapes will 

s make 
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make me deneve 1 mall leave you al! 
at laſt by tWſllation, and not by fair 
death. I am now Rout and fooliſh again 
as a happy man can wiſh to br—and am 
- buſy playing the fool with my uncle 
Toby, hom 1 have got ſouſed over head 
and ears in love. have many hints and 
pr: jets for other works ; all will go on 1 
truſt as I wiſh in this matter. —When I 
have reaped the benefit of this winter at 
Toulouſe— I cannot ſee J have any thing 
more to do with it ; therefore after hav- 
ing gone with my wife and girl to Bag- 
nieres, 1 ſhall return from whence I care 
No my wife wants to flay another, 
year to ſave money, and this oppoſition 
of wiſhes, though it will not be as four 
as lemon, yet *twill not be as ſweer 5g 
fugar-candy.—t wiſh T— would lead 
Sir Charles to Toulouſe ; "tis as good as 
any town in the South of France—for my 
own part, tis not to my taſte but J be- 
lieve, the ground-work of my enn is 
more to the eternal platitode of the 
French charaRter—litile varicty, no ori- 
ginality in it at all--than to avy other 
cauſc—for they are very civil— but civi- 
lity itſelf, in that uniform, wearies and 
bodders one to death— If I do not mind, 
I ſhall grow moſt ſtupid and ſrntentious 
Miſs Shande is bard at it with mutic, 
dancing, and T-ench ſpeaking, in the laſt 
of which ſhe does à merwelte, and ſpeaks 
it with an excellent accent, conſidering 
| ſhe praQtifes within fight of the Pyrenean 


mountains. If the ſnows will ſuffer me, 


I propoſe to ſpend d or three months at 
Ba:ege, or Begniees, but my dear wife 
is againſt all ſchemes of additional ex- 
pences—which wicked propenſity (thouęeh 
not of de ſpotie power) yet I cannot ſuffer 
—though by the bye HRudable enough 

But ſhe nay t]k—L will do my own way, 
and ſhe wil acquiefce without a word of 
debate on the fubjet.—Who can ſay ſo 
much in pra ſe of his wife? Few I trow. 
—M— is out of town vintaging-—ſo 
write to me, Morfieur Sterne gentilhomme 
Anghns— will find me We are as much 
ow of the road of all intelligence hefe as 
at the Cape of Good Hope—fo write a 
lug nonſenſical letter like this, now and 
then, to me —in which ſay nothing but 
what may be fhewn (though | love every 
paragraph and ſpirited ſtroke of your pen, 
others nught not), for you mnit know, a 
letter no ſooner arrives trom England, but 
ouriofity is upon her knees to know the 


Madame keeps an excellent good hou 


\ 
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contents.——Adieu, dear H. believe 1 
your affettionate, Ke. 2 


We have had bitter cold wea: 
theſe fourteen days—which has * 
us to fit with whole pagells of wood light. 
ed up to our noſes tis a dear article. 
but every thing elſe being extreme = 


with ſoupe, bouilli, roti— c. &cc. for tw 
hundred and fifty pounds a year, 


LE TTE R XIV. 
Mr. Sterne to My. Foley, at Parii 


Toulouſe, 
My pear Fol, Nov. * 


1 Have had this week your letter on my 
table, and hape you will forgive my 
not aniwering it fooner—and even to di 
I can but write you ten lines, being eu- 
aged at Mrs. M—'s. I would not c 
one poſt more acknowledging the favour 
la a few poſts I will write you a 
one gratis, that is for love Thank you fu 
having dune what I deſired you—and fu 
the future direct to me under cover a 
Monſieur Brouſſe's—l receive all lettes 
through him, more punQual and ſoonet 
than when left at the poſt-houſe— 

H family greet you with mire 
—we are much together, and never for- 
get you— forget me not to the Baron 
and all the circle—nor to your domeſtic 
circle— 

I am got pretty well, and ſport much 
with my uncle Toby in the volume I an 
now fabricaring fur the laughing pait of 
the wor Id —for the melancholy part of it 
I have nothing but my prayer: 40 Gol 
help them.—i ſhall hear from you in 1 
poſt or two at leaſt after you receive this 
—in the mcan time, dear Foley, adieu, 
and believe no man wiſhes or efteems you 
more than your, &c. 


LETTER XV, 
From the ſame to "the ſame. 


DEA Toulouſe, Wedneſday, 
Dzar Foley, Dec. 3, 1762. 
I Have for this laſt farinightevery pol. 
day gone to Meſſrs. B— an ons 
in expeRation of the pleaſure of a letter 
from you with the remittance | delired 
you to ſend me here, When a man has 
no more than half a dozen guineas in hi 
pocket—and a thouſand miles from or 


— 
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amd in a country, where he can as ſoon 
Fae d—!, as a ſix livre piece to go 
do marker with, in caſe he has changed 
his lat guin*e4—you will not envy my 


rroation—God bleſs you——remit me the 


balance due upon the receipt of this — We 


ire all at H—'s, praftifing a play we ae 


o ad here this Coriſtnas holid y. all 
the Dramatis Perſonæ are of the Englich, 
of which we have a happy Ceiety hving 
together like brothers aud ſifte. s—Your 
Lanker here has juſt ſent we wind the tra 
Mr. H. wrote for 18 to be deiivered i to 
my hands—'tis all one into whoſe hands 
the treature falls we thall pay Brouſſe 
for it the day we get it We join in our 
molt friendly yelpedts, and believe ine, 
dear Foley, truly your's, 


LETTER AFL 


From the ſame to the ſame. 


Toulouſe, 

My ra FoLEY, Dec. 17, 176%. 
THE poſt after I wrote laſt, I received 

your's with the incloied draught upon, 
the receiver, for which I return you all 
tanks have received this day likewiſe 
the box and tea all ſafe and ſound—ſo we 
hall all of us be in our cups this Chriſt- 
mas, and drink without fear or ſtint.— 
We begin to live extremely happy, and 
are all together every night—fiddling, 
laughing, and finging, and cracking 
jokes. You will ſcaice believe the news 
[tell you There are a company of Eng- 
uch Rirollers arrived here, who are to act 
comedies all the Chriſtmas, and are now 
buly in making drefſes and preparing 
ſome of our bett comedies—Y our won- 
der will ceaſe, when I inform you theſe 
rolle s are your friends with the reft of 
our fociety, to whom I propoſed this 
he me ſoulagement and 1 affure you we 
de well.—The next week, with a grand 
vicheltra, we play the Buſy Body—and 


the Journey to London the week after; 


but I have ſome thoughts of adapting it 
tour fituation—and making it the Jour- 
rey to Toulouſe, which, with the change 
of half a dozen ſcenes, may be ealily 
done — Thus, my dear F. for want of 
lmething better we have recourſe to gur- 
| Ives, and firike out the belt amuſements 
we can from ſuch materials. My kind 
love ard friendſhip to all my true friends 
My ſervice to the reſt, Ii fa- 
ml'y bare jaſt left me, having been this 


i 
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laſt week with vs—they will de with me 
all the holidays. ln ſummer we ſhall vi- 
fit them, and ſo balance hoſpitalities..- 
Adieu, your's moſt truly, 


LETTER XVI. 
From the ſame to the ſame. 


Tadloule, 

Dran For, March 29, 1763. 
„ that's a niitake ! 1 mean 

the date of the place, for I write 
at Mr. H—'s in the country, and have 
been there with my people all the wres 
— How does Tiilt-am do ?” you hay 
in vour's to him—faith but fo fo—the 
worſt of human maladies is poverty— 
though that is a ſecond lie or poverty of 
ſpirit is worſe than poverty of purſe by 
ten thouſand per cent.—l micloſe you a 
remedy for the one, a draught of a hua- 
dred and thirty pounds, for which I in- 
fiſt upon a reſcription by the very return 
—or I will fend you and all your com- 
miſlaries to the d l,.—l do not hear 
they have taſted of one fleſhy. banquet 
all this Lent—you will make an excellent 
grills, P— they can make nothing of him, 
but bourllon—l1 mean my other two friends 
no ill—ſo ſhall ſend them a reprieve, as 
they ated out of neceſſity Hot choice 
My kind reſpects to Buon D'Holbach, 
and all his houfehold—Say all that's kind 
for me to my other friends—you know 
how much, dear Foley, I am your's. 


I have not five louis to vapour with in 


this land of coxcombs——My wife's com- 


pliments. , 


LETTER XVIII. 


From the ſame to the ſame. 


Dax Foley, Toulouſe, April 18; 4763. 
1 THANK you for your punctuality in 
ſending we the refcription, and for 
your box y the courier, which came ſafe 
by laft poſt. —| was not ſurpriſe much 
with your account of Lord * * * bein 


obliged 10 give way—und for the rest, al 


follows in courſe, —l ſuppoſe you will en- 
deavour to fiſh ard catch ſomething for 
you ſelf in theſe troubled waters—at lea 
I with you all a reafonable man can with 


for himſelf — whieh is within y enough ſor 


you—all the 1elt is in the brain-—Me. 
Woodhouſe (whom you know) is alſo 


hrre—he is a moſt amiable worthy man, 


and 1 have the pleaſure of having him 


much 
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much with me —in a ſhort time he pro- 
ceeds to Italy. — The firſt week in June, 
1 decamp like a patria:ch with my whole 


houſehold, to pitch our tents for three 
months at the foot of the Pyrenean Hills 
at Bagnieres, where I expe& much health 
and much amuſement from the concou: ſe 
of adventurers from all corners of the 
earth.—Mrs. M-— ſeis out, at the 
lame time, for another pact of the Pyre- 
nean Hills, at Coutiay—from whence to 
Italy— This is the general plan of ope- 
ration here—except that I have ſome 
thoughts of fpending the winter at Flo- 
rence, and croſſing over with my family 
10 Leghorn by water—and in April of 
returning by way of Paris home—but this 
is a ſketch only, for in all things I am 
governed by circumſtances—ſo that what 
is fit to be done on Monday, may be very 
unwiſe on Saturday—On all days of the 
weck, believe me you's, with uiftigned 
truth. | 

P. S. All compliments to my Pariſian 
friends. 


LETT'E R/-XIX. 


Mr. Sterne to Mr. Foley, at Paris. 


| Toulouſe, May 21, 1763. 
I Took the liberty, three weeks ago, to 
deſire you would be ſo kind as to ſænd 
me fourſcore pounds, having received a 
letter the ſame poſt from my agent, that 
he would order the money to be paid to 
your correſpondent in London in a fort- 


right, —lIt is ſome diſappointment to me 


that you have taken no notice of my let- 
ter, eſpeciaily as I told you we waited 
for the money before we ſet out for Bag- 
nieres—and fo little diſtruſt had I. that 
fuch a civility would be refuſed me, that 
we have actually had all our things 
packed up thele eight days, in hourly ex- 
p<Qation of 1eceiving a letter. —Perhaps 
my good friend has waited till he heard 
the money was paid in London—but you 
might have truſted to my honour—that 
all the caſh in your iron box (and all the 
bankers in. Ew ope put together) could 
not have tempted me to ſay the —_ 
that is not.— hope before this you wil 

have received an account of thr money 
being paid in London. But it would have 
been taken kindly, if you had wiote me 
word you would tranſmii me the money 


when you had received it, but no ſooner ;. 
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for Mr. R— of Montpellier, though 1 
know him not, yet knows enough of me 
to have given me credit for a fortnight 
for ten times the ſum, I am, dear F 
your friend and hearty well-wiſher, * 


I ſaw the family of the H ye 
terday, and aſked'them if you was in the 
land of the living—They faid yea—fo 
yr had juſt received a letier fiom you, 
—After all, I heartily forgive you—for 
you have done me a ſignal ſervice in mot: 
tifying me, and it is this, 1 an deter. 
mined to grow rich upon it. 

Adicu, and God fend you wealth and 
happineis— All compliments to — Be 
fore April next I am obliged to reviſit 
your metropolis in my way to England. 


LETTER. XX 


From the ſame to the ſame, 


Toulouſe, 
My DAR Foley, June 9, 176; 
] Tuts moment received your's—conſe- 

quently the moment I got it I ſat don 
to anſwer it—So much for a logical - 
ference, _ | 

Now believe me I had never wrote 
you ſo teſty a letter, had I not both love! 


and eſteemed you—and it was merely i 
vindication of the rights of friendſhip that | 


I -wrote ja a way as if I was huit—ſor 


negle& me in your heart, 1 knew you 


could not, without cauſe ; which my 


heart told me I never had—or will ever 


give you ;—l1 was the beft friends with 
ou that ever I was in my life, before my 
tier had got a league, and pleaded the 
irue excule for my friend, „ That be 
„ was oppreſſed with a multitude of bu- 
e fineſs.” Go on, my dear F., and 
have but that excuſe (ſo much do Ine. 
gaid your intereſt), that I would be con 
tent to ſuffer a real evil without future | 
murmuring—but in truth, my difap- 
pointment was partly chimerical at the 
bettom, having a letter of credit for two 
hugd ed pounds from a perſon J never 
ſaw, by me—but which, out of a nicety 
of temper, I would not make any vſe of | 
I ſet out in two days for Bagnieres, but 
direct to me to B cuſs, who will forward 
all my letters. Dear F—, adiey,—B- 
lieve me your's affectionately. 


— 
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LETTER. XXI. 
From the ſame to the ſame. 


* 


Montpellier, 
My Dean Faxrend, Jan. 6, 1764. 

Ov ſee I cannot paſs over the fifth of 
Y the month without thiaking of you, 
ind writing to you---The laſt is a peri- 
odical habit---the fit ſt is from my heart, 
and 1 do it oftner than I remember--- 
however, from both motives together I 
maintain I have a right to the pleaſure of 
2 (iogle line---be it only to tell me how 
your watch goes---You know how much 
happier it would make me to know that 
all things belonging to you went on well. 
—Vou are going to have them all to 
yourſe}f (1 hear), and that Mr. S is 
ue to his firſt intention of leaving buſi- 
reſs---I hepe this will enable you to ac- 
compliſh your's in a ſhorter time, that 
you may get to your lung wiſhed-for re- 
reat of t1anquillity and filence--- When 
you have got 10 your fireſide, and into 
your arm-chair (and by the bye, have 
another to ſpue for a friend), and are 
lv much a ſovereign as to ſi in your 
tured cap, if you like it, though I ſhould 
not (for a man's ideas ae at lraſt the 
eam for being drefled dec-raly) why 


| then it will be a miracle if 1 do not glide 


11 like a ghott upon you- -und in a very 
unghoſt-like faſhion help you off with a 
bottle of your beſt wine. 

Jan. 15.—It does not happen every 
day that a letter begun in the moſt per- 
ect health, ſhould be concluded in the 
gieatelt weakneſs—l wiſh the vul-ar high 
and low do not (ay it was a judgment 
uon me, for taking all this liberty with 
phoſts—Be it as it may—l took a ride 
when the fi it part of this was wrote, to- 
wards Perenas—and returne home in a 
Ihivering fit, though | ought to have been 
n a (ever, for | had tired my healt ; ard 
he was as unmoveable as Don Quixote's 
wooden horſe, and my arm was half dif. 
located in whipping him — This, quoth I. 
„ inuman—No, ſays a peaſant on foot 
bebind me, I'll drive him home —ſo he 
lad on his poſteriors, but twas needleſs 
Das his face was turned towards Mont- 
p*llicr, he began to trot. - Bus to return, 
"is fever has confined me ten days in my 
ded—l have ſuffered in this ſcuffle with 
Ceath te-ribly—but unleſs the ſpirit of 
ophecy deceive mel ſhali not die but 
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live—in the mean time, dear F. let us 
live as merrily, but as innocently as we 
can—lt has ever been as good, if not 
betier, than à biſhopric to me—and I 
deſire no other Adieu, my dear friend, 


and believe me your's. 
Pleaſe to give the incloſed to Mr. T—, 


and tell him I thank him cordially from 
my heart for his great good-will. 


LETTER XXII. 
Mr. Sterne to Mrs. F. 


Montpellier, Feb. t, 1964. 

AM preparing, my dear Mis. F. to 
leave France, for 1 am heartily tired 

of it—That infipidity there is in French 
characters has diſguſted your friend Vo- 
rick. -I have been dangerovſly ill, and 
cannot think that the ſharp air of Mont- 
pellier has been of ſervice to me—and ſo 
my phyſicians told me when they had me 
under their hands for above a month—f 
you ſtay any longer hee, Sir, it will be 
tatal to you—A:d why, good people, 
were you not kind enough to tell me this 
ſooner ?—Aſter having diſcharged them, 
I told Mis. Sterne that 1 ſhoul.1 ſet out 
for En land very ſoon; but as ſhe chools 
to remain in France for two or thiee years 
I have no otj-&io", except that 1 wiſh 
my_-irl in Fi.gland,— Uh: ſtates of Lan- 
guedoc are met—'tis a fine rare--ſhow, 
with the uſual accompaniments of fid- 
dles, bears, and puppet-thows —l be- 
lieve 1 ſhall ſtep into my poſt-chaiſe with 
more alacri'y to fly from theſe fights, 
than a Frenchman would fly to them— 
and except a tear at parting with my lit- 
tle flat, I ſhall de in high ſpirits; 20d 
every ſtep I rake that biings me nearer 
England, will I think help to ſet this poor 
fra e to rights, Now pray write to me 


directed to Mr. F. at Paris, and tell me 


what I am to bring you over How do [ 
long to grect all my friends! fewdol value 
more than yourſelf.— My wife chooſes to 
go to Montauban, rather than ftay here, 
in which I am truly paſſive.—lf this 
ſhould not find you at Bath, I hope it will 
be forwarded to you, as I wiſh to fulfil 
your commiſſions—and fo adieu Ace 
every warm wiſh for your health, and be- 
lieve me ever your's. 

P. S. My pbyſiciars have almoſt pai- 
ſoned me with what they call bouillors re- 


Fraichiſſants—'tis a cock flayed alive and 


boiled with poppy feds, then pounded in 


- a mor- 
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and I was gravely told it muſt be a male 
one—a female would do me more hurt 


than. good. 
LETTER XXIII. 
Mr. Sterne to Miſs Sterne. 


Paris, 


My pear Lyra, May 15, 1964. 


| BY this time I ſoppoſe your mother and 


therefore direct to 


— 


ſelf are fixed at Montauban, and I 
our hanker, to be 

delivered to all acquieſced in your 
ſtaying in France—likewiſe it was your 
mother's wiſh—but I muſt tel] you both 
that (unleſs your health had not been a 
plea made uſe of) I ſhovid have wiſhed 
you both to return with me.—l have ſent 
you the Spectators, and other books, par- 
ticularly Metaftatio 3 but I beg my girl 


to read the forme, and only make the 


latter her amuſement.—I hope yu have 


not forgot my laſt requeſt, id make no 


friendſhips with the French womea—not 
that I think ill of them all, but ſometimes 
women of the beſt principles are the moſt 


i Anuating—nay I am fo jealous of you, 


that I ſhould be miterable were I to ſee 
you had the lealt grain of cequetiy in 
your compoſition. —You have enough to 
do—for I have a'fo ſent you a guittar— 
and as you have no genius for drawing 


(though you never could be made to be- 


lieve it), pray waſte not your time about 
n—Remember to write to nie as to a 
ſriend—in ſho:t, whatever comes ito 
your litile head—and then it will be natu- 
ral. —If your mother's rheumatif:n conti- 
nnes, and ſhe chooſes 0 go to Bagnieres 
—tell her not to be ft-pped for want of 
money, for my purſe ſhall be as open as 
my heart, I have preached at the Am- 
baſſador's chape]—Hezekiah— (an odd 
ſubject your mother wil! ſay). There was 


a concourſe of all natio's, and religions 
too, —] ſhall leave Paris in a few days —l , 


am lodged in the ſame hotel with Mr. 
T-— ;—they are good and generovs 
ſouls— Tell your mother that 1 hope ſhe 
will write to me, and that when ſhe does 
Go, I may allo receive à letter from my 
Lydia, | 4 
Kiſs your mother from me, and believe 
me your affectionate, &e. 5 


ſtedfaſtly r 
5 
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2 mortar, afterwards paſs d through Fe 
ſieve— There is to be one crawfiſh in it, 


LETTER XXIx. 
Vr. Sterne 10 J— H—$—, 5% 
Sc ptember 4.5 1764, 


NOV, my dear, dear Anthony—1 d 
not think a week or ten days playing 


the good fellow (at this very time) 1 


Scarborough ſo abomivable a thing—by 
if a man could get there cleverly, and 
every foul in his hoe inthe mind tot 
waat could be done in furtherarce thee. 
of, I have no ode to conſult: in this fl. 
fair—therefore, as 3 man may do work 
things, the Engliſh of all which is thi, 
that I am going to leave a few poor ſhery 
here in the wilderneſs for fourteen dare. 
and from pride and naughtineſs of heat 
to go ſee what is doing at Sc — 
aſterwards to lead 1 
w life, and ſtrengthen my faith. — 
ow ſome folk ſay there is much con- 
pany there—and ſome ſay not—and I be- 
licve there is neither the ane or the other 
— but will be both, if the world will have 
but a jmonth's patience or ſv.—No, ny 
dear H „I did vo delay ſending 
your letter directly to the poſt, —As there 
are critical times, or rather turrs and e. 
volutions in *® humours, I knew not 
what the delay of an hour might han- 
—T will anſwer for him, be has ſeventy 
times ſeven forgiven yuu—and 2s often 
wiſh'd you at the d—I.—Aiter many cl. 
cillatiors the pendulum will reſt firm 2 
ever. 7 | 
I ſend all kind compliments to 8. C. 

D — and -. I love them fron 
my foul. If G—t is with you, hin 


alſo.—I go on, not rapidly, but vel 


enough with my uncle Toby's amour 
There is no ſitting, and cudgelling one's 
brains whilſt the ſun ſhines bright—'1"# 
be all over in ſix or ſeven weeks, and 
there are diſmal months eno after to en- 
dute ſuffocation by a brimſtone pre- ce. 
If you can get to Scarborough, do — 
A man who makes fix tons of um! 
week, may do any thing—Lord Granby 
is to be there—what a temptation — 
Your's affectionately, &ec. 
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LETTER XXV. 


Mr. Stern? to Mr. Foley, at Paris. 


York, 
My Dear FrgEND, Se pt. 29, 1764- 
Havi juſt had the honour of a let- 
ter from Miſs Tuting, full of the ac- 
knowledgments of your attention and 
kind ſervices to her ; I will not believe 
theſe aroſe from the D. of A 's 
letters nor mine, Surely ſhe needed no 
recommendation the trueſt and moſt 
honeſt compliment I can pay you, is to 
ſay they came from your own good heart, 
only you was introduced to the objeft— 
for the reſt follow'd in conrſe— However, 
let me caſt in my mite of thanks to the 
treaſury which belongs to good-natured 
actions. I have been with Lord Gy 
theſe three weeks at Scarborpugh—the 
pleaſures of which I found ſomewhat 
more exalted than thoſe of Bagmeres laſt 
year, —I am now returned to my philo- 
ſophical hut to finiſh Triſtram, which I 
calculate will be ready for the world ahout 
Chriſtmas, at which time I decamp from 
hence, aud fix my head quarters at Lon- 
don for the wimter—unlets my cough 
puſhes me forwards to your metropolig— 
or that I can pertuade ſome gros Milord 
to take a trip to you—P'll try if 1 can 
make him reliſh the joys of the Tu'l/ertes 
Opera Comique, &c. 
I had this werk a letter from Mrs. 


Sterne from Montauban, in which ſhe 


tells me ſhe has occaſion for fifty pounds 
immediately Will you ſend an order to 
your correſpondent at Montanhan to pay 
her ſo much caſh ?—a3nd I will in three 


weeks nd as mech to Becket—But as 


her purſe is low, for God's ſake write di- 
reftly. Now yon muſt do ſomething 
equally effential—to rectify a miſtake in 
the wind of your correſpondent there, 
who it ſeergs gave her a hint not long 
ago, © that ſhe was ſeparated from me 
* tor life.” Now as this is not true in 


the firſt place, and may give a difadvan- 


ageous impreſſion of her to thoſe ſhe 
lives among Rt *twould be unmerciful 
to let her, or my daughter, ſuffer by it; 
ſo do be fo good as to undeceive him 
for in a year or two ſhe propoſes (and in- 
(eel T expeRt it with impatience from 
her) to rejoin me—and fell them J have 
all the confidence in the world ſhe will 
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only mentioned two hundred guineas a 
year—becauſe 'twas right to name ſome 
certain ſum, for which I begged you to 
give her credit. write to you of all my 
moſt intimate concerns, as to a brother; 
ſo excuſe me, dear Foley. God bleſs 
you—Beliere me, your's affect ionately. 


Complitaents to Mr. Panchaud, d'Hol- 


bach, &c. 


LETTER xxvl. 
Mr. Sterne to David Garrick, Eſq. 


Bath, April 6, 176. 

] ScaLy you [- my dear Garrick ! my 

dear friend !—foul befal the man who 
hurts a hair of your head !—and fo full 
was I of that very ſentiment, that m 
letter had not heen put into the poſt-of- 
fice ten minutes, before my heart ſmote 
me; and I ſent to recall it hut failed 
You are fadly to blame, Shandy ! for 
this, quoth 1, leaning with my head on 
my hand, as I recriminated upon. my 
falſe delicacy in the affair—Garrick's 
nerves (it he has any left) are as fine 
and dehcately ſpun as thy own—his ſen- 
timents as honeſt and friendly thou 
knoweſf, Shandy, that he loves thee— 
why wilt thou hazard him a moment's 
pain? Pupyy ! fool, coxcomb, jack-aſfs, 
&c, &c.—and fo 1 balanced the account 
to your favour, before I received it 
drawn up in your way—l fay your way 
for it is not ſtated fo much to your ho- 
nour and credit, as I had paſſed the ac- 
count before—for it was a molt lamented 
truth, that I never received one of the 
letters your friendihip meant me, except 
whillt in Paris.—O ! how I congratulate 
you for the anxiety the world has, and 
continues to be under, for your return. — 
Return, return to the few who love yon, 
ard the thoufands who admite you. — 
The moment you ſet your foot upon your 
ſtage—mark ! I tell it you—by ſome ma- 
gic, irefiſted power, every fibre about 
your heart will vibrate afreſh, and as 
firong and feelingly as ever—Nature, 
with Glory at her back, will light up the 
torch within you—and there is enough of 
it left, to heat and enlighten the world 


theſe many, many, many years. 


Heaven de praiſed ! (I utter it from 
my foul) that your lady, and my Miner- 


nut tend more than 1 can afford, aud I va, is in a condition to walk to Windſor 
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— full rapturouſly will I lead the graceful 
pilgrim to the temple, where I will ſacri- 


 fice with the E incenſe to her- but 


you may worſhip with me, or not— twill 
make no difference either in the truth or 
warmth of my devotion—ſtill (after all I 
have ſeen) I till maintain her peerleſs. 


Powel ! good Heaven !—give me ſome 


one with leſs ſmoke and more fire — There 
are who, like the Phariſees, (ill think 
they ſhall be heard for much ſpeaking— 
Come—come away, my dear Garrick, 
and teach us another leſſon. | 

Adieu II love you dearly—and your 
lady better—not hobbihorſically but 
moſt ſentimentally and affectionately 
for I am your's (that is, if you never ſay 
another word about ) with all the 
ſentiments of love and friendſhip you de- 
ſerve from me. | 


LETTER XXVII. 


Mr. Sterne to Mr. . 


Coxwould, May 23, 1765. 

'T this moment J am ſitting in my 
ſum mer-houſe with my head and 
heart full, not of my uncle Jobys 


 amours. with the widow Wadman, but 


my ſermons— and your letter has drawn 


me out of a penſive mood—the ſpirit of 


it pleaſeth me- but in this ſolitude, what 
can I tell or write to you but about my- 
ſelf ?—I am glad that you are in love 
*twill cure you at leaſt of the ſpleen, 
which has a bad effect on both man and 
woman—l myſelf muſt ever have ſome 
Dulcinea in my bead—it harmoniſes the 
joul—and in theſe caſes I firſt endeavour 
to make the lady believe fo, or rather J 
begin firſt to meke myſelf believe that ! 
am in Jove-—but I cariv on my affairs 
quite in the French way, ſentimentally— 
© Pamour” (lay they) © n'eſt rien fans 
« ſentimeni Now noi withilanding they 
make ſuch a pother about the word, they 
have no preciſe idea annexed to it—And 
ſo much tor that ſan e ſubject called love. 
-I mult tell you how 1 have juſt treated 
a French gentieman of fortune in France, 


Who took a liking to my daughter— 


Without any ceremony (having got my 
direction from my wite's banker) he 
wrote me word that he was in love with 


my daughter, and defired to know what 
Jortune I could give her at preſent, and 


how much at my death—by the bye, I 
think there was very little ſentiment on his 
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fide—My anſwer was, © Sir, I ſhall 


 ** guittar, and as I fear you play upon ro 


which J have been long a (ranger to— 


and not worthy of your acquaintance—b* 


« her ten thouſand pounds the iy 
© marriage—my calculation is as follows 
« —ſhe is not eighteen, you are fixty-two 
„ —there goes five thouſand pound;.. 
< then, Sir, you at leaſt think her not og · 
40 2 has many accompliſhmen': 
«« ſpeaks Italian, French, plays upon the 


« inſtrument whatever, I think you will 
„be happy to take her at my terms, for 
here finiſhes the account of the ten 
* thouſand pounds. —1 do not ſuppoſe 
but he will take this as I mean, that is; 
flat refuſal.--I have had a parſonage hou 
burnt down by the careleſſneſs of my cu- 
rate's wife · as ſoon as I can I muſt rebuild 
it, I trow—but I lack the means at pre- 
ſent—yet I am never happier than when | 
have not a ſhilling in my pocket—for 
when I have I can never call it my own, 
Adieu, my dear friend—may you enjoy 
better health than me, tho' not better (pi. 
rits, for that is impoſſible. Your's ſincerely, 
My compliments to the Col, 


e 
Mr. Sterne to Miſs Sterne. | 


- Naples, 

My Dear GIRL, Feb. 3, 1766. 
Y ous letter, my Lydia, has made me 

both laugh and cry. —Sorry am I that 
you are both ſo afflited with the ague, 
and by all means I wiſh you both to fy 
from Tours, becauſe 1 remember it n 
ſituated between two rivers, la Lone 


and le Cher — which muſt occahon ſogs, 


and damp un wholeſome weather—there- 
fore for the ſame reaſon go not to 
Bourges en Breſſe— tis as vile a place 
for agues.— l find myſelt infinitely better 
than I was—and hope to have added at 
leaſt ten years to my fe by this journey 
to Italy—the climate is heavenly, and! 
find new principles of health in me, 


but truſt me, my Lydia, I will find you 
out, wherever you are, in May, There- 
fore I beg you to direct to me at Beljon's 
at Rome, that I may have ſome idea 
where you will be then. —The account 
you give me of Mrs. C is truly ami- 
able, 1 ſhall ever honour her Mt. C. 5 
a diverting companion—what he faid of 
your little French admi er was truly rel! 
the Marquis de is an impoſter, 
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only pretended to know me, to get intro- 
duced io your mother I deſire you will 
get your mother to write to Mr. C. that 
| may diſcharge every debt, and then, my 
Lydia, if l live, the produce of my pen 
hall be yours lf fate re ſe: ves me not that 
—the humane and good, part for thy fa- 
ther's lake, part for thy own, will never 
abandon thee I—If your mother's health 
will percait her to return with me to Eng- 
land, your ſummers I will render as agree- 
able as | can at Coxwould—your winters 
at York—you know my publications call 
we to London. If Mr. and Mis. C— are 
fill at Tours, thank them from me for 
their cordiality to my wife and daughter. 
| have purchaſed you ſome little tritles, 
which I fall give you when we meet, as 
proofs of affection from your fond father. 


LETTER XXIX. 
Mr. Sterne to J H S$—, Efq- 


ur pear H. Naples, Feb. 5, 1766. 


P18 an age ſince I have heard from 
Y 


ou—but as I read the London 
Chronicle, and find no ti-lings of your 
death, or that you are even at the point 
of it, 1 take it, as I wiſh it, that you 
de got over thus much of the winter 
tee from the damps, both of climate and 
ipirits; and here I ain, as happy as a 
king after all, growing fat, Leek, and 
well-lIiking—not improving in ſtature, but 
u breadth — We have a jolly carnival of 
it—noihing but operas—punchinelloes— 
ſeſlinos and maſquerades— We (that is, 
o autres) are all dreſſing out for one 
this night at the Princeſs Francavivalla, 


which is to be luperb.— The Engliſh dine 


with her (exclulive)—and ſo much for 
imall chat—except that I ſaw a little co- 


meqy acted laſt week with more expreſ- 


hon and ſpirit, and true character, than I 
(hall ſee one haitily again. — I ſtay here 
till the holy week, which I ſhall paſs at 
Rome, where 1 occupy myſelf a month 
—My plan was to have gone from thence 
tor a fortnight to Florence—and then by 
Leghorn to Marſeilles directly home— 
but am diverted from this by the repeated. 
propolals of accompanying a gentleman, 
who is returning by Venice, Vienna, 
Saxony, Berlin, and fo by the Spaw, 
and thence through Holland to England 
— lis with Mr. E. I have known him 


theſe three years, and have been with 
vum ever ſigce I reached Rome; and as I 
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know him to be a good-hearted young 

gentleman, I have no doubt of making it 

anſwer both his views and mine—at leaſt L 

am perſuaded we ſhall return home toge- 

ther, as we ſet out, with friendſhip and 
good-will.— Write your next letter to me 

at Rome, and do me the following favour 

if it lies in your-way, which I think it 
loes—to get me a letter of recommenda- 

tion to our Ambaſſador (Lord Stormont) 

at Vienna. I have not the honour to be 

known to his Lordſhip, but Lords P—— 

or H,, or twenty you better know, 

would write a certificate for me, import- 

ing, that I am not fallen out of the 

clouds, If this will coſt my couſin little 

trouble, do incloſe it in your next letter 

to me at Belloni.— Vou have left Skelton 

I trow a month, and I fear have had a 

moſt ſharp winter, if one may judge of 
it from the ſeverity of the weather here, 

and all ever Italy, which exceeded any 

thing known till within theſe three weeks, 

that the ſun has been as hot as we could 

bear it, Give my kind ſervices to my 
triends—eſpecially to the houſehold of 
faith—my dear Garland—to Gilbert—to 
the worthy Colonel—to Cardinal S——, 
to my fellow-labourer Pantagruel—Near 
couſin Anthony, receive my kindett love 
and wiſhes, Yow's affectionately. 


LE n XI. 


Fl 


From the ſame to the ſame. 


| May 28, 
Dear ANToONY, near Dijon, 1766. 
MY deſire of ſeeing both my wife and 

git! has turned me out of my road 
towards a delicious chateau of the Coun- 
teis of M -——, where I have been pa- 
triaiching it theſe ſeven days with her la- 
dyſhip, and half x dozen of very hand- 
ſome and agreeable ladies—her ladyſhip 
has the belt of hearts—a valuable preſent 
not given to every one. To-morrow, 
with cegret, 1 ſhall quit this agreeable 
circle, and poſt it night and day to Paris, 
where my arrive in two days, and juſt 
wind myſelt up, when I am there, enough 
to roll on to Calais—ſo I hope to ſup 
with you the king's birth-day, according 
to a plan of ſixteen days ſtanding.— Ne- 
ver man has been ſuch a wildgooſe chaſe 
after a wife as | have been—after havin 
ſought her in five or fix different towns, f 
found her at laſt in Franche Comte — _ 


Poor woman | ſhe was very cordial, &c. 


and 
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her am moſt unaccountably well, and 
moſt accountably nonſenſical ——'tis at 
leaſt a proof of good ſpirits, which is a 
fign and token given me in theſe latter 
days, that I mult take up again the pen 
In faith, I think 1 ſhall die with it in 
my hand, but I ſhall live theſe ten years, 


my Antony, notwithſtanding the fears of 


my wife, whom I left moſt melancholy on 
that account. This is a delicious part of 


the world; moſt celeſtial weather, and we 


lie all day, without damps, upon the 
grafs—and that is the whole of it, except 
the inner man (tor her ladyſhip is not 
 Ringy of her wine) is inſpired twice a 
day with the belt Burgundy that grows 
upon the mountains which terminate our 
lands here.—Sarely you will not have 
decamped to Crazy Caltle, before I reach 
town. The ſummer here is ſet in in 
good earneſt—'tis more than we can ſay 
for Yorkſhire—l hope to hear a good tale 
of your allum-works—have you no other 
works in hand? I do not expect to hear 
from you, ſo God proſper you—and all 
your undertakings. —I am, my dear 
couſin, moit affectionately your's. 


Remember me to Mr, G , Cardi- 
na! S——, the Col. &c, &c. &c. 


LETTER XXXI. 


* 
Ignatius Sancho to Mr. Sterne. 


Reverend Sik, [1566]. 

I would be an inſult on your humanity 

(or perhaps look like it) to apologize 
for the liberty I am 1aking—l am one 
of thole people whom the vulgar and ilh- 
beral call negroes,—The firſt part of my 
life was rather unlucky, as I was placed 
in a family who judged ignorance the beit 
and only ſecurity for obedience. —A little 
reading and writing I got by unwearied 
application.— The latter part of my life 
has been, through God's bleſſing, truly 
fortunate—having ſpent it in the ſervice 
of one of the beſt and greateſt families in 
the kingdom—my chief pleaſure has 
been books—Philanthropy I adore—How 
very much, good Sir, am I (among(t mil- 
lions) indebted to you for the character of 
your amiable uncle Toby !—l1 declare I 
would walk ten miles in the dog-days, to 
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and. to ſtay another year or ſo—my 
Din Wade bh much—T found her 
— improved in every thing 1 wiſhed 


Book I, 
ſhake hands with the honeſt Corponl - 
Your ſermons have voy the 
heart, and I hope have amended it, which 
brings me to the point—ln your tenth 
diſcourſe, is this very affecting paſſage 


« Confider how great a part of our ſhe. 


* cies in all ages down to this—have been 
*« trod under the feet of cruel and capri. 
10 cious tyrants, who would neither hex 
their cries, nor pity their diſtreſſes.— 
% Conſider flavery—what it is—hox hi. 
ter a draught—and how many millions 
© are made to drink of it.“ — Of all my 
favourite authors, not one has drawn 1 
tear in favour of my miſerable black bre. 
thren—excepting yourſelf, and the hy. 
mane author of Sir Geo. Elliſon, thick 
you will forgive me; I am ſure you yil 
applaud me for beſeeching you to give one 
half-hour's attention to flavery, as it iy 
this day practiſed in our Weſt Indies.— 
That ſubject handled in your ftiking 
manner would eaſe the yoke (perhaps) 
of many—but if only of one—graciou 


God ! what a feaſt to a benevolent heart | 1 


and ſure I am, you are an epicurean i, 


acts of charity.—You who are univerſally 


read, and as unive:fally admired—you 
could not fail.— Dear Sir, think in me yon 
behold the uplifted hands of thouſands of 
my brother Moors. Grief (you patheti- 
cally obſerve) is eloquent: figure to your- 
felt their attitudes ; hear their ſupplicating 


. addreſſes I—alas ! you cannot refuſe, 


Humanity muſt comply—i1n which hope! 
beg permiſſion to ſubſcribe myſelf, Re. 
verend Sir, &c. : 


LETTER IXXXKI. 
Mr. Sterne to Ignatius Sancho. 


Coxwould, July 27, 1765. 

TH RE is a ſtrange coincidence, 83h. 
cho, in the liitle events (as well a5 i 

the great ones) of this world ; for | ha 
been writing a tender tale of the [orrows 
of a friendleſs poor negro-girl, and ny 
eyes had ſcarce done ſmarting with , 
when your letter of recommendation, in 
behalf of ſo many of her brethren and 
fiſters, came to me—but why her bre 
thren, or your's, Sancho; any more than 
mine? It is by the fineſt tints, and mot 


inſenfible gradations, that nature deſcends | 


from the faireſt face about St. James 
to the ſootieſt complexion in Africa —4 
which tint of theſe is it, that the tis of 


blood are to ceaſe? and how many wy 
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„ deſcend lower ſtill m the ſcale, 
2 is to vaniſh with them? But 
is no uncommon thing, my good San- 
cho, for one half of the world to uſe the 
other half of it like brutes, and then en- 
J-ayour to gnake 'em ſo For my own 
it, I never look weltward (when I am 
1" a penſive mood at leaſt) but I think of 
the burthzns which our brothers and 
ſilers are there carrying, and could 1 
«aſe theit ſhoulders from one ounce of 
ther, 1 declare 1 would ſet out this hour 
pon a pilgrimage to Mecca for their 
ikes—which by the bye, Sancho, ex- 
creds your walk of ten miles in about the 
{me proportion that a viſit ot humanity 
hould one of mere form, —However, if 
you meant my uncle Toby, more he is 
your debtor. If I can weave the tale I 
have wrote into the work I am about— 
is at the ſervice of the afflicted—aud a 
much greater matter; fo: in ſerious truth, 
it cats a {ad ſhade upon the world, that 
ſo gteat a part of it are, and have been 
{ long bound in chains of darkneſs, and 
in chains of miſery; and I cannot but both 
refþet and telicitate you, that by fo much 
laudable diligence you have broke the 
one—and that by falling into the hands 
of lo good ard mercitul a family, Provi- 
lerce has reſcued you from the other. 

And fo, good-hearted Sancho, adieu! 
ind believe me I will not forget your let- 
ter. Your's, &c. 


LETTER XXIIII. 


Mr, Sterne to Mr. W. 


Cox would, Dec. 20, 1766. 

Tanks, my dear W., for your letter 
—l am juſt preparing to come and 
dern you and many other friends in town 
| have drained my ink-ftandiſh to the 
bottom, and after I have publ:ſhed, ſhall 
ﬆ my face, not towards Jeruſalem, but 
asus the Alps—I find I muſt once 
more fiy from death whilft 1 have ſtrenath 
>1 ſhall go to Naples, and ſee whether 
ide air of that place wilt not ſet this poor 
frm» to righis— As to the projets of 
Fig a bear to lead, I think I have 
cu i do to govern myſelf—and how- 


en profitable it might be (according to 


jar opinion), I am ſure it would be un- 
Peilurable—Pew ale the minutes of life, 
i"d | do not think that I have any to 
ow away on any one being.—l ſhall 
Fend nine or ten months in Italy, and 
"ill upon my wife and daughter in France 
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at my return—ſo ſhall be back by the 
King's bith-day—what a project and 
now, my dear friend, am { going ts 
York, not for the ſake of fociety—nor to 
walk by the fide of the muddy Ouſe, but 
to recruit mylelf of the moſt violent ipit- 
ting of blood that ever mortal man ex- 
perienced ; becauſe I had rather (in cate 
tis ordained fo) die there than in a * 
chaiſe on the road. —If the amour of my 
uncle Toby do not pleaſe you, I am mi(- 
taken—aud fo with a droit Rory I will 
finiſh this letter—A fentible friend of 
mine, with whom, not long ago, I ipent 
lome houts in converſation, met an apo- 
thecary (an acquaintance of ours) — he 
latter aiked hun how he did? why, ill, 
very ill have been with Sterne, who 
has given me fuch'a doſe of Artic ſalt 
that I am in a fever—Attic ſalt, Sir, 
Attic ſalt | I have Glauber filt,—I have 
Epſom falt in my ſhop, &c Oh! 1 ſup- 
poſe tis fume French fali—lL wol der 
you would truſt his report of the medi- 
cine, he cares not what he takes himſelf 
I fancy 1 fee you {mile—1 long to be 
able to be in London, and embrace m 
friends there—and fhall enjoy myſelf a 
week or ten days at Paris wuh my — 
particularly the Baron d' Holbach, and 
the reſt of the joyaus ſett—As to the fe- 
males—no, I will not ſay a word about 
them only I hate borrowed characters 
taken up (as a woman does her ſhift) for 
the purpoſe ſhe intends to effeRuate. 
Adieu, adieu am your's, &c. 


LETTHRE xxxlv. 


Mr. Sterne to Miſs Sterne, 


| Old Bond-ſtreet, Feb, 23, 1967. 
AND ſo, my Lydia! thy mother and 
thy felt are returning back again from 
Marieilles to the banks of the Soi gut 
and there thou wilt ft and fiſh for trouts 
—l envy you the ſweet ſituation.— Pe- 
trarch's tomb 1 ſhould like to pay a ſen- 
timental viſit to—ethe Founiain of 
Vaucluſe, by thy deſcription, muſt be 
delightful- I am alſo much pleaſed with 
the account you give me of the Abbe de 
Sade—you find great comfort in ſuch a 
neighbour—1 am glad he is fo good as 
to correR thy tranſlation of my Sermons 
—dear girl, go on, and make me a pre- 
ſent of thy work—but why not the Houſe 
of Mourning ? *iis one of the beſt. 1 
long to receive the Life of Petrareh, and 
his Laura, by your Abbe; but I am out 
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of all patience with the anſwer the Mar- 


quis made the Abbe—'twas truly coarſe, 
and 1 wonder he bore it with any chrit- 
tian patience—But to the ſubje& of your 
letter—I do not with to know who was 
the buſy fool, who made your mother 
uneaſy about Mrs. ; *tis true I 
have a friendſhip for her, but not to in- 
tatvation— I believe I have judgment 
enough to diſcern her's, and every wo- 
man's faults. I honour thy mother for 


her anſwer—* that ſhe withed not to be 


40 informed, and begged him to drop the 
* ſubjea.” — Why do yeu ſay that your 


mother wants money ?—whilſt I have a 


ſhilling, ſhall you not both have nine- 
| pence out of it ?—l think, if I have my 
enjoyments, I ought not to grudge you 
yours.—l ſhall not begin my Sentimental 
Journey till I get ro Coxwould—l have 
laid a plan for ſomething new, quite out 
of the beaten track.—-I wiſh I had you 
with me—and I would introduce you to 
one of the moſt amiable and gentleſt of 
beings, whom I have juſt been with—not 
Mrs. „ but a Mrs. J. the wife of 
as worthy a man as I ever met with—I 
eſteem them both. — He poſſeſſes every 
manly virtue —honour and bravery are 
his characteriſtics, which have diſtinguiſhi- 


ed him nobly in ſeveral inftances—1 ſhall 


make you better acquainted wich his cha- 
racter, by ſending Orme's Hiſtory, with 
the books you deſired— ud it is well 
warth your reading ; for Orme 1s an ele- 
gant writer, and a Jult one; he pays no 


man a compliment at the expence of 


tuth, —Mis J-—— is kind—and friend- 
Iy—of a ſentimental turn of mind—and 
to ſweet a diſpoſition, that ſhe is too good 
tor the world ſhe lives in—Juft God : if 
all were like her, what a lite would this 
he !— Heaven, my Lydia, for ſome wiſe 
purpoſe has created different beings —l 


wiſh my dear child knew her—thou art 


worthy of her fiiend{hip, and ſhe already 
loves thee; for 1 ſometimes tell her what 


feel for thee, — This is a long lette.— 


write ſoon, and never let your letters be 
ſtudied ones—write naturally, and then 
vou will write well. —l hop? your mother 
nas got quite well of her agve—l have 
vt her ſome of Huxham's tincture of 
- the bark. I will order you a guitar, 
unce the other is broke, Believe me, my 
Lydia, that I am your's affectionately. 


never ſee or talk to this incomparable wo 


Tue ſweet companion and the friend fiacert, 
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LETTER XXXv. 
Mr. Sterne to Miſs Sterne, 


Boad-!treet, April g, 176 

T His letter, my dear Lydia, will dif 

_ treſs thy good heart, for from th 
beginning thou wilt perceive no enter. 
taining ſtrekes of humour in it—l cangv 
be cheerful when a thouſand melanchaly 
ideas ſurround me—I have met with 
loſs of near fifty pounds, which L wy 
taken in for in an extraordinary mannei= 
but what is that loſs in compariſon of on: 
1 may experience ?—F:jendſhip is the 
balm and'cordial of life, and wiihout , 
tis a heavy load not worth ſuſtaining.— 
am unhappy—thy mother and thyſelf at 2 
diſtance from me, and what can comper- 
ſate for ſuch a deflitution ?—PFor God's 
lake, perſuade her to come and fix in 
England, for life is too ſho:t to walte in 
ſeparation—and whilſt ſhe lives in one 
country, and 1 in another, many pepe 
will ſuppoſe it proceeds from choie—be. 
ſides, I want thee near me, thou child 
and darling of my heart !|—I am in age. 
lancholy mood, and my Lydia's eyes wi 
ſinart with weeping, when I tell her the 
cauſe that now affe&ts me—I am 3pprt- 
henſive the dear friend I mentioned in my 
laſt letter is going into a decline—l wa 
with her two days ago, and I never be- 
held a being fo altered—ſhe has a tender 
frame, and looks like a drooping lily, for 
the roſes are fled from her cheeks—l cn 


man, without burſting into tears har? 
a thouſand obligations to her, and I os 
her more than her whole ſex, if not al 
the world pat together—She has a deli 
cacy in her way of thinking that few pol. 
ſeſfs—our converſations are of the moſt in- 
tereſting nature, and ſhe talks to me df 
quitting this world with more compo!ur? . 
than others think of living in-it.—l baue 
wrote an epitaph, of which I ſend thee 
a copy.— Tis expreſſive of her mod! 
warth—but may heaven reſtore her | a1 
may ſhe live to write mine |! 


Columns and labour'd urns but vainly ſhew 
An idle tcene of decorated woe. 


Nerd no mechanic help to ſorce the tear, 

In heart-felt numbers, never meant to ſhine, 

"Twill flow eternal o'er a hearſe like tine 

"Twill flow whilſt gentle govdnels has one 
friend, | 

Or kindred tempers have a tear to lev). 
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zy all that is kind of me to thy mo- 
2. ho believe me, my Lydia, that I 
love thee moſt truly—S0 adieu—l am 
what | ever was, and hope ever ſhall be, 
thy affectionate father. 


As to Mr. —, by your deſcription 
be is a fat fool, I beg you will not give 
up your time to ſuch a being—Send me 
ſome batons pour les dents—there are none 


good here. | 


LETTER XXXVI 
Mr. Sterne to Mr. and Mrs. J. 


Old Bend-ſtreet, April 21, 1767. 

] An ſincerely affected, my dear Mr, 

and Mrs., by your friendly in- 
quiry, and the intereſt you are ſo good to 
take in my health. God knows I am not 
able to give a good account of myſelf, 
having paſſed a bad night in much feveriſn 
agitation —My phyſician ordered me to 


bed, and to keep therein till ſome favour- 


able chanye—1, fell ill the moment I got 
to my lodgings—he ſays it is owing to 
my taking James's Powder, and ventur- 
g out on ſo cold a day as Sunday— 


bor he is miſtaken, for 1 am certain what- 


ever hears the rame muſt have efficacy 
wth mel was bled yeſterday, and again 
to- day, and have been almoſt dead; but 
this friendly inquiry from Gerrard-ſtreet 
as poured balm into what blood I have 
n- hope ſtill, (and next to the ſenſe of 
hat Joe my friends) it ſhall be the laſt 
Fleslurable fenfation I will part with—if 
| contique mending, it will yet he ſome 
me beſote I ſhall have ſtrength enough 
o get out in a carriage—my firlt viſit will 
"ta vil of true gratitude—l leave my 
und fiends to gueſs where—4 thouſand 
| b-lings go along with this, and may 
"waven preſerve you both—Adieu, my 
dear tir, and dear lady. 
| am your ever obliged, &c. 


LETTER xxxvl. 
Mr. Sterne to Ignatius Sancho. 


Bond-trect, Saturday, April 25, 1767. 

[ Was very ſorry, my good Sancho, that 
| was not at home to return my com- 
ments by vou for the great courteſy of 
oy Duke of M- s family to me, in 
"nourng my liſt of ſubſcrihers with their 
"ames—!or which I bear them all thanks. 
it you have ſomething to add, San- 
Ha, to what I owe your good will alſo on 
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this account, and that is, to ſend me the 
ſubſcription money, which I find a neceſ- 
ſity of dunning my beſt friends for before 
I leave town—to avoid the perplexities of 
both keeping pecuniary accounts (for 
which 1 have very flender talents), and 
collecting them (tor which I have neither 
ſtrength of body or mind); and fo, good 
Sancho, dun the Duke of M. the Ducheſs 
of M. and Lord M. for their ſubſerip- 
tions, and lay the hn, and money with it 
too, at my door—1 with fo good a family 
every bleſſing they merit, along with my 
humbleſt compliments. You know, San- 
cho, that I am your friend and well» 
wiſher. 


P. S. I leave town on Friday morning 
—and ſhould on Thurſday, but that I ſtay 
to dine with Lord and Lady S—, 


LETTER XXXVIII. 
"Mr. Sterne to 7. D,, Eſq. 


Old Bond-ſtreet, Friday Morning. 

I Was going, my dear D—n, to bed 

before I received your kind inquiry, 
ard now my chaiſe ſtands at my door 20 
take and convey this poor body to its le- 
gal fettlement.—lI am ill, very ill lan- 
guiſh molt affectingly—I am ſick both 
ſou] and body—it is a cordial to me to 
hear it is different with you—no man in- 
tereſts himſelf more in your happineſs, 
and | am glad you are in fo fair a road 
to it—enjoy it long, my D. whiltt I—n0 
matter what—but my feelings are too 
nice for the world 1 live in—things will 
mend.—l dined yeſterday with Lord and 
Lady S—; we talked much of you, and 
your goinps on, for every one knows why 
Sunbury Hill is fo pleaſant a fituation.— 
You rogue! you have lock'd up my 


| hoots—and l go bootleſs home, and I fear 


I ſhall go hootleſs all my liſe— Adieu, 
entleſt and beſt of ſouls —adieu. I am 
oſt affectionately. 


LET FEE - AXXIS... 
Mr. Sterne to J— H— S—, EG. 


Newark, Monday t-n o'clock 
My pan Cousin, inthe morn, 


| I HAVE got conveyed thus far like a bale 
of cadaverous goods conſig ned to Pluto 
and compary—lying in the bottom of my 
chaiſe molt of the route, upon a large 
pillow which I had the prewoyance to pur- 
chale before I fer Out—[ am worn out- 


but 
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but preſs on to Barnby Moor to-night, 
and if poſſible to York the next. kiow 
not what is the matter with me - but ſome 


derangement preſſes hard upon this ma- 


chine—ſtill I think it will not be overſet 
this bout. My love to G.—We ſhall ail 
meer from the eaſt, and from. the ſouth, 
and (as at the lat) be happy together— 
My kind reſpects to a few. —I am, dear 
H. iruly your's. | 


LETTER XL: 
Mr. Sterne to A. L——e, Eſq. 


Coxwould, June 7, 1767. 
Hab not been many days at this 
peaceful cottage before your letter 

greeted me with the ſeal of friendſhip, 

and moſt cordially do I thank you for 
ſo kind a proof of your goed will—I was 
truly anxious fo hear of the recovery of 
my ſentimental friend but I would not 
write to enquire after her, unleſs I could 
dave ſent her the teſtimony without the 
tax, for even howd'yes to invalids, or 


thoſe that have lately been fo, either call 


toning what is paſt or what may return 


Ast leaſt 1 find it fo, 1 am as happy as 


a prince, at Coxwould—and I with you 
could ſee in how princely a manner I hve 


tis a land of plenty. I fit down alone 


to veniſon, fiſh, wild fowl, or a couple 


of fowls or ducks, with curds and ftraw- 


berries, and cream, and all the ſimple 
plenty which a rich valley (under Hamil- 


ton Hills) can produce—with a clean 


cloth on my table—and a bottle of wine 
on my right hand to drink your health, 
I have 2 hundred hens and chickens about 
my yard—and not a pariſhioner catches 
a hare, or a rabbit, or a trout but he 


brings it as an offering (o me. If foli- 


tnde would cure a love-fick heart, I 
would give you an invitation—but ab- 
fence and time leſſen no attatchment which 
virtue inſpires, I am in high ſpirits — 
care never enters this cottage—I take 
the air every day in my poſt-chaiſe, with 
two long-tailed horſes—they tun out 
good ones: and as to myſelf, I think 1 
am beiter upon the whole for the medi- 
cines and regimen I ſubmitted to in town 


lay you, dear L—, want neither 


the one, nor the other! Your's truly. 


do wonders, —l ſhall live this year at kh, 


EPISTLES. Bebe 


LETTER MI 
Mr. Sterne to Ignatius Sanchy, 


X Coxwould, June 39, 176 
I Must acknowledge the ENV 
my good friend Sancho's letter, n. 
I ten times buſier than I am, and mak 
thank him too for the many expreſicn 
of his good wilt, and good opinion—Tz 
all affectation to ſay a man is not th 
tified with being praiſed—we only wy; 
to be fmcere—and then it will be tale. 
Sancho, as kindly as your's. I left tom 
very poorly—and with an idea I uw 
taking leave of it for evet— but gz, 
a quiet retreat, and quiet refleftiops aba 
with it, with an afs to milk, and ano 
to ride upon (if } chuſe it), all togeche 


I hope, be it but to give the world, . 
fore I quit it, as good impreſſions of ne 
as you have, Sancho. I would only 0. 
venant for juſt ſo much health and pm, 
as are ſufficient to carry my pen through 
the taſk I have ſet it this 2 _=__ 
I am a refryned being, Sancho, and tub. 
health aud ſickneſs, as I do light ws 
darkneſs, or the viciſſitudes of feaſont- 
that is, juſt as it pleaſes God to ſend then 
—and accommodate myſetf to their pt 
riodical returns, as well as I can 
taking care, whatever befals me in | 
filly world—not to ſoſe my temper ati, 
— This | believe, friend Sancho, tot 
the trueſt philoſophy—for this we mult | 
indebted to ourielves, but not to our (or 
tunes, —Farewell—I hope you will n 
forget your cuſtom of giving me a cl! 
my lodging next winter—in the wen 
time, I am very cordially, my hore! 
friend Sancho, your's. 


LETTER XIII. 


o 


Mr. Sterne io Mr. and Mrs. J 


Coxwoul4, July 6, 178 

FF is with as mnch true gratitud* * 

ever heart felt, that I fit do vn a 
my dear friends Mr. and Mrs. 1— * 
the continuation of their attention o "7! 
but for this 1a inſtance of their hum 
and politeneſs to me, I muſt ever be blen 
debtor—I never can thank you en u 
my dear friends, and yet I thank . 
from my ſonl—and for the ſingle mn 
happine(s your goodreſs would hare * 
me, I wiſh 1 could ſend you back _ 
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fands—I cannot, but they will come of 
themſelves—and fo God blefs you. —l 
have had twenty times my pen in my hand 
lince I came down, to write a letter to you 
both in Gerrard-ftreet—but 1 am à ſhy 
kind of a ſoul at the bottom, and have a 
jealouly bout troubling my friends, eſpe- 
cially about my ſelf.— I am now got per- 
ſe&ly well, but was, à month after my ar- 
rival in the country, in but a poor ftate— 
- my body has got the ſtart, aud is at pre- 
ſent more at eaſe than my miod—hyt this 
worl is a ſchool of trials, and fo heaven's 
will be done II hope you have both en- 
joyed all that I have wanted—and to com- 
plete your joy, that your lite lady flou- 
riſhes like a vine at your table, to which 
hope to ſee her preteried hy next winter, 
am now beginting to be truly buſy 
at iny Sentimental Journey—the pains and 
ſorrows of this life having retarded its pro- 
gitis—but | ſhall make up my lee-way, 
and overtake every body in a very ſhort 
ume. | 

What can I. ſend you that Yorkſhire 


produces ? tell me—1 want to be of uſe 


to you, for I am, my dear friends, with 
the tuell value and efteem, your ever 
obliged, &e. | 


r 
From the ſame to the ſame. 


Coxwould, Auguſt 2, 1767- 

Y dear friends Mr. and Mrs. J— 

are infinitely kind to me, in ſending 
now and then a letter to inquire after me 
—and to acquaint me how they are.— 
You cannot cor.ceive, my dear lady, how 
truly I bear a part in your illneſt — with 
Mr. J— would carry you to the ſouth of 
France in purſuit of health—but why 
need | with it, when I know his affection 
will make him do that and ten times as 
moch to prevent a return of thoſe ſymp- 
toms which alarmed him ſo much in the 
ſpring ?—Your politeneſs and humanity 
are always contriving to treat me agieea- 
bly, and what you promiſe next winter, 
will be perfe&tly ſo--but you muſt get wel] 


—and your little dear girl muſt be of 


the party, wird her parents and friends, 
to give ii a teliſi I am ſure you ſhew 110 
fartiality, but what is natural and praiſe- 
worthy, in behalf of your daughter; but 
I wonder my friends will not find her a 
play-fellow ; and I both hope and adviſe 
them not to venture along through this 
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warfare of life without two ſtrings at leaſt 
to their bow. I had letters from France 
by laſt night's poſt, by whi-h (by (ome 
Fatality) I find not one of my letters has 
reached Mrs. Sterne. This gives me 
concern, as it wears the aſpect of unkind- 
neſs, which ſhe by no means merits from 
me —My wife and dear girl are comin 

to fo me a viſit for a few months; 1 
Wi may prevail with them to tarry 
longer.— You muſt permit me, dear Mrs. 
J., to make my Lydia known to you, if 
I can prevail with my wile to come and 
ſpend a little time in London, as ſhe re- 
turns to France. I expect a ſmall parcel 
—may I trouble you, before you write 
next, to ſend to my lodgings to aſk if 
there is any thing directed to me that you 
can ineloſe under c ver? l have but one 
excuſe for this freedom, which I am 
prompted to uſe, from a perſuaſion that 
it is doing you pleaſure to give you an 


- oppo: tunity of doing an obliging thing 


and as to myſelf, I reſt ſatisfied, for 'tis 
only ſcoring up another debt of thanks to 
the millions [ owe you bothalready—Re- 
ceive a thouſand and a thouſand thanks, 
yes, aud with them ten thouſand friendly 
wiſhes for all you wiſh in this world 


May my friend Mr. J. continue bleſſed 


with good health, and may his good lady 
get perf-aly well, there being no woman's 
health or comfort I fo ardently pray for. 
—Adiea, my dear friends—believe me 
mott truly and faithfully your's. 


LETTER - XLIV. 
Mr. Sterne to Miſs Sterne. 


Coxwould, Auguſt 24, 1767. 

I Am truly ſurpriſed, my dear Lydia, 
that my ſaſt letter has not reached thy 
mother, and thyfelf—it looks moſt un- 
kind on my part, after your having wrote 
me word of your mother's intention of 
coming to England, that ſhe has not re- 
ceived my letter to welcome you both 
and though in that I ſaid I wiſhed you 
would defer your journey till March, for 
before that time I ſhould have publiſhed. 
my ſentimental wor, and ſhould be in 
town to receive you—yet I will new you 
more real politeſſes than any you have 
met with in France, as mine will cor 
warm from the heart —I am forry 5-1 
are not here at the races, but les fetes 
champetres of the Marquis de Sade haz 
mad: you amends.—] know B — ve. 
4Y Well. 
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well, and he is what in France would be 
called admirable— that would be but ſo 
ſo here— ou are 1ight—he ſtudies na- 
ture more than any, or ather mofl, of 


the French comedians—If the Empreſs 


of Rutha pays him aud his wife a pen- 
fion of twenty thouſand livies à year, I 
think he is very well off —The folly of 
faying till after twelve for ſupper—that 
you two excommunicated beings might 
have meat !-——* his conſcience would not 
let it be ſerved before.” —Surely the 
Marquis thought you both, being Engliſh, 
could not be lairshed without it.—I would 
have given, not my gown ard caſſock 
(for I have bui one), but my topaz ring, 
to have ſren the f erits maitres et maitreſſes 
go to maſs, after having ſpe: t the night 


in dancing. — As to my pleaſvies, they 


are few in compaſs —Niy poor cat fits 
purring beſide me—your hvely French 
dog ſhall have his place an the other fide 
of my fire—but it he is as deviliſh as 
when 1 laſt faw him, 1 muſt tutor him, 
for I will not have my cat abuſed—in 
ſhort, Iwill have nothing deviliſh about 
mea combuſtion will ſpoil a ſentimental 
thought. 
Aynoſher thing I. muſt deſu edo not 

be ala med— tis o throw all your rouge 
pots into the Sorg ue before you ſet out — 
Iwill have no rouge put on in England 
and do not brwail them as — did 
her filver ſecipgue or gliſter equipage 


which ſle loſt in a certain river—but take 


a wiſe reſolution of doing without rouge. 
I have been thre days ago bad again 
—with a ſpitting of blood—and that un- 
fecling brute ®* * #* *® came and drew 
my curtains, and with a voice like a trum- 
pet, halloo'd in my ear —Z—ds, what a 
tice keitle of fiſſi you have hrought your- 
ſelf ro, Mr: 8 In a faint voice, I bade 
him leave me, tor comtort ſure was never 
adminittered in fo rough a manner. — Tell 
your mother | hope ſhe will purchaſe 
what either of you may want at Paris — 
"tis an occaſion not to be 1: ſt—fo write to 
me trom Paris that I may cone and meet 
you in my poſt-chaife with my long tailed 
hurſ%—and the moment you have both 
put your fect in it, call it hereafter yours. 
—Adien, dear Lydia—helieve me, what 
I ever ſhall be, your affectionate father. 

I think I ſhall not write to Avignon 
any more, but you will find one for you 
at Paiis—once more adicu. 


EPISTLES. Holy: 
LETTER MV. 


Mr. Sterne io Sir W. 


Dear Sin, Coxwould, Sept. 27, 1767, 
you are arrived at Scarborough when 
all the world has left it—but you are 

an unaccountable being, and fo there is 
nothing ryore to be ſaid on the matter— 
You with me to come to Scarborough, 
and join you to read a work that is not 


yet finiſhed—befides, I have other things 


in my head. — My wife will be here in 
three or four days, and 1 muſt not be 
found ſtraying in the wilderneſs—but [ 
have been there. As for meeting you at 
Bluit's, with all my heart—I will laugh, 
and diink my barley-water with you. As 
ſoon as I have greeted my wite and daugh- 
ter, and hired them a houſe at York, l 
ſnall go to London, where you generally 
are in Spring—and then my Sentimental 
Journey will, I dare fay, convince you 
that my feelings are from the heart, and 
that that heart is not of the worſt of 
moulds—praifed be God for my ſenfibs- 
lity ! Though it has ofien made me 
wretched, yet | would not exchange it 
for all the plesſures the groſſeſt ſenſuality. 
ever felt, Write to me the day you will 
be at York—'tis ten to one but I mayin- 
troduce you to my wife and daughter, 
Believe me, my good Sir, ever your's, 


LETTER XLVI. 


Mr. Sterne to Mr. and Mrs. —. 


Coxwould, October 3, 1767. 

H«ve ſuffeied under a ſtrong deſite 
tor above this foitnight, to ſend a let- 
ter of inquiries after the health and the 
well-being of my dear friends, Mr. ard 
Mrs. J ; and I do aſſure you both, 
'twas merely owing to a little modeſty 
my temper not to make my good-will 
troubleſome, Where 1 have fo much, and 
to thoſe I never think of, but with ideas 
of ſenſibility and obligation, that I have 
re frain'd,-Good God ! to think I couid 
be in town, and not go the firſt ſtep I made | 
to Gerratd- ſtreet My mind and body 
muſt be at ſad variance with each oth, 
ſhould it ever fall out that it is not both 
the firſt and lalt place alſo where I {hill 
betake myſelf, were it only to 4), 
© God bleſs you.” May you have wo] 
bleſſing he can ſend you! tis a pail Fs 


J 


, WO gz „ eee 


Sect. II. 


my litany, where you will always have a 
place whilſt I have a tongue to repeat It, 
And ſo you heard I had left Scarborough, 
which vou would uo more credit, than 
the reaſons afſign'd for it—l thank you 
for it kindly—tho* you have not told me 
what they were; being a ſhrewd divine, 


U think I can gueſs. —lI was ten days at 


Scarborough in September, and was hoſ- 
pitably — by one of the beſt of 
our Biſhops; who, as he kept houſe there, 
preſs'd me to be with him and his 
houſehold conſiſted of a gentleman and 


two ladies—which, with the good Biſhop 


and myſelf, made ſo good a party that 
we kept much to ourſelves. — made in 


this time a connection of great friendſhip 


with my mitred hoſt, who would gladly 
have taken me with him back to Ireland. 
However, we all left Scarborough to 
gether, and lay fifteen miles off, where 
we kindly parted Now it was ſup- 
poſed (and have ſince heard) that I c'en 
went on with the party to London, and 
this I ſuppoſe was the reaſon aſſign d for 
my being there.— dare ſay charity 
would add a little to the account, and 
give out that *twas on the ſcore of one, 
and perhaps both of the ladies — and I 
wil! excuſe charity on that head, for a 
heart diſengaged could not well have 
done better—I have been hard writing 
ever ſ11ce—and hope by Chriltmas I ſhall 
be-able 10 give a gentle rap at your door 
—and tell you how happy I am to ſce my 
two good friends. l aſſvie you I ſpur on 
my Pegaſus more violently upon that ac- 
court, and am now determined not to 
d aw bit, till I have finiſhed this Senti- 
mental Journey—which I hope to lay at 
your feet, as a ſmall (hut a very honeſt) 
teſiimony of the conſtant truth with which 
Im, my dear friends, your ever vbliged 
and grateful, &c, 


P S. My wife and daughter arrived 


here laſt night from France. —Mv girl 


has return'd an elegant accompliſh'd lit- 
tle flu. my wife but I hate to praiſe 
my wite—'tis as much as decency will 
allow to praiſ- my daughter.—l ſappole 
they will return next ſummer to France, 
bey leave me in a month to reſide 
„ Volk for the winter—and I ſtay at 
Coxwould till the firſt of January. 
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LETTER XLII. 
Mr. Sterne to Mrs. F 


Dax Manan, Cox would, Friday. 
1 RETURN you 2 thouſand thanks for 
your obliging inquiry after mel got 
laſt ſummer very much worn out— 
and much worſe at the end of my journey 
—I was forced to call at his Grace's 
houſe (the Archbiſhop of York) to le- 
freſh myſelf a couple of days upon the 
road near Doncaiter—Since It home 
to quietneſs, and temperance, and good 
books, and goo hours, I have mended 
—and am-now very ftout—and in a fort- 
night's time ſhall perhaps be as well as 
you yourſelf could with me.—l have the 
pleaſure to acquaint you that my wife and 
daughter are arrived from France. —l[ 

ſhall be in town to greet my friends b 
the firlt of January.—Adieu, dear Ma- 
dam—Believe me yoor's üncerely. ? 


LETTER XLVULI. 
Mr. Sterne to Mr. and Mrs. F——, 


Coxwould, November 11. 17567. 

FOscivs me, dear Mis. J——, if 1 

am troubleſome in writing ſomething 
betwixt a letter aud a card, to inquire after 
you and my good friend Mr. 1—. 
whom tis an age fince [ have heard a ſyl- 
lable of.—l think ſo, however, and never 
moe felt the want of a houſe I eſteem fo 
much, as I do now when I can hear ti- 


dings of it fo ſeldom—and have noth.ng 


to recompenſe my defices of ſeeing its 
kind poſſ-flors, hut the hopes before me 
of doing it hy Chriſtmas —I long ſadly 
to ſee you—and my friend Mr. |——. 
I am ftill at Coxwould—my wite and 
girl here.—She is a dear good crea- 
ture—affeStionate, and moſt elegant in 
body, and mind—ſhe is all heaven could 
give me in a daughter —but like other 
bleſſings, not given, but lent; for her 
mother loves Frauce—and this dear part 
of me muſt be torn fiom my arms, to 
follow her mother, who ſeems inclined 
to eſtabliſh her in France, where ſhe has 
had many advam'ageous offers —Do not 
mile at my weakneſs, when I ſay 1 don't 
wonder at it, for ſhe is as accompliſh'd a 


ſlut as France can produce.— You ſhall 


excuſe all this- if you won't, I defire Mr. 
] to be my advocate but I know 
I don't 


q416 ELEGANT 
1 don't want one.—With what pleaſure 


ſhall I embrace your dear little pledge— - 


whom I hope to fee every hour increaſing 
in ſtature, and in tayour, both with G 
and man I—I kifs all vour hands with a 


moſt devout and tr iendly heart.. No 


man can wiſh you more good than your 


meazre friend does—tew ſo much, tor I 


am with infinite cordiality, gratitude, and 
hore|t affection, my dear Mis. J——\, 
Four ever faithful, &c. 

P. S. My Sentimental Journey will 
pleaſe Mrs. J and my Lydia. 
1 can anſwer for thoſe two. It is a ſub- 


ject which works well, and ſuits the frame 


of mind | have been in for ſome time paſt 
IU told you wy deſigu in it was to teach 
vs to love the world and our fellow-crea- 
tures better than we do—ſo it rus moſt 
upon thoſe gentle: paſſions and affections, 
which aid ſw much to it. Adieu, and 
may you and my worthy friend Mr. 
continue examples of the doc- 
trine 1 teach |! | 


LETTER XLIX. 
Mr. Sterne to A L——e, Eq. 


 Coxwould, November 19, 1767. 
- rt make yourſelf unhappy, dear 
 Lo—e, by imaginary ils —which 
yon might ſhun, inft-ad of purting your- 
ſelf in the way of.— Would not any man 
in his tenſes fly from the objed he adores, 
and not waſte his time and his health in 
creating his mice: y by fo vain a purſuit ? 
— Tue idol of your heart is one of ten 
thouſand. — The Duke of —— has long 
ſighed in vain—and can you fuppote a 
woman will liſten to you, that is proof 
againit titles. ſtars, a'd red ribands ?— 
er heart (believe me, L——e) will not 
be taken in by fine men, or fine ſpeeches 
 —if it ſhould -ver feel a preference, it 
will choote an object for itſelf, and it muſt 
be a fingular character that can make an 
impreſſion on ſuch a being ſhe has a Pla- 
tonic way of thinking, and knows love 
only by name—the natural reierve of her 
character, which you complain of, pio- 
ceeds not from pride, but from a ſu- 
periority of underftanding, which makes 
her deſpiſe every man that turns himſelf. 
imo a fool—Take my advice, and pa 
your addreſſes to Miſs ; the ef. 
teems you, and time will wear off an at- 
tachment which has taken fo deep a root 


EPISTLES. Bock lv. 
in your heart—I pity you from „ 


ſoul—but we are all born with 

which ebb and flow (elle they wh ry 
the devil with us) to different ubje&s. 
and the beſt advice I can give you, 
L——e, is to turn the ude of your's ang- 
ther wWay.—I know not whether 1 ſhall 
write again while I ftay at Coxwould 
I am in earneſt at my ſentimental work 
and intend being in town ſoon after 


Chriſtmas—in the mean time adiey,—. 


Let me hear from you, and believe me 
dear L. your's, the? ; | ; 


LETPYPER L. 
From the ſame to the ſame. 


Dear I. Coxwould, Dec. 7, 1767. 
I SAID I would not perhaps write any 
more, but it would be unkind not to 
reply to ſo intereſting a letter as yo 
I am certain you may d pend upon Lord 
—— -$ ypromiſes—he will take care of 
ou in the beſt manner he can, and your 


nowledge of the world, and of lar- 


guages in particular, will make you vſe- 
ful in any department If his Lordſhip's 


ſcheine does not ſucceed, leave the ki 55 
or 


dom—go to the eaſt, or the weſt, 


travelling would be of infinite ſ-rvice to 


both your body and mind—But more of 
this when we meet—now to my own f- 
fairs. I have had an offer of exchang- 


ing two pieces of preferment I hold here, 


for a living of three hundred and fifty 
pounds a year in Surry, about thirty 


miles fiom London, and retaining Cox- - 


would, and my prebendaryſhip- - the coun- 
try allo is ſweet—but I will not, cannot 


come to any determination, till I have 


conſulted with you, and my other friends, 

I have great offers too in lreland—the 
Biſhops of C and R are hoth my 
friends but I have rejected every pro- 
poſal, unleſs Mrs. S—— and my Lydia 


could accompany me thither—l live for 


the fake of my gil, and, with her ſweet 


light burihen in my arms, I could get 
up fait the hilt of preferment, if 1 choſe 
ii but without m 8 if a mitre was 
offered me, it 2 it uneaſy upon m 
brow.— Mrs. 8 s health is inſu 
portable in England, —She muſt —_ 
France, and juſtice and humanity fo 
me to oppoſe it, I will allow her enough 


to live comfortably, until ſhe cao 3 


Sec. II. 


we.— My heart bleeds, L—e, when I 
think of parting with my child twill 
be like the ſeparation of foul and body 
and equal 10 nothing but what paſſes 
at that tremendous moment; and like it 
in one reſpect, for ſhe will be in one king- 
dom, whiltt 1 am in another — You will 
laugh at my weakneſs—but 1 cannot help 
it for ſhe is à dear, difinterefted girl— 
As a proof of it—when the left Cox- 
would, and I bade her adieu, 1 pulled out 
my pur fe and offered her ten guineas far 
her private . aniwer was 
poet, and affected me too much: ** No, 
my dear papa, Our exprnces of coming 
from France may have ſtraitened you—-l 
would rather put an hundred gmneas in 
hort pocket than take ten out of it.” —l 
burit into tears—Hut why do I practiſe on 
your feelings —by dwelling on a ſubject 
that wi | touch your heart ?—lt is too 
much melted already by its own ſuffer- 
ings, L—e, for we to add a pang, or 
cauſe a ſingle ſigh. --God bl: is you -1 thall 
hope to gieet you by New-year's day in 
prrfeft health Adieu, my dear friend—1 
am mult truly and cerdially your's. 


LET TER. LI. 
Mr. Slerne to Mr. and Mrs. 7. 


York, December 23, 1757. 

Was afraid that either Mr. or M's, 
—. or their little bloſſom was 
drooping, or that ſome of you were ill, 
by not having the pleaſure ot a line from 
you, and was thinking of writing again 
on qure after you al! when [ was 


ng at my lungs, which had confined ine 
to my room near three weeks—when I 
ha} the favour of your's, Which till to- 
Gay have not been able to thank you 
bach kindly for, as I melt cordially now 
d —as well as for all your profeſſions aud 
proofs of 200d-will to me.—l will not 
(iy | have nat balanced accounts with you 
in this -- Al know is, that I honour and 
value you more than I do any gcod crea- 
ws upon earth-—and that l could not 
wih your happineſ;, and the ſ:cceſs of 
whatever conduces to it, more than 1 do, 
3s I your brother but, god God | are 
we not all brotheis and ſiſters who are 

iendly, virtuous, and good? Surely, 
my dear friends, my illneſs has been a 


fort of [ympathy for your afflictions upon 
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calt down myſelf with a fever, and bleed- - 
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the ſcore of your dear little one I am 


worn down to a ſhadow ; but, as my fe- 
ver has left me, I ſet off the latter end of 
next week with my friend Mr. Hall for 
town—l need not tell my friends in Ger- 
rard-ſtreet, I mall do myſelf the honour 
to viſit them, before either Lord — 
or Lord 5 &c. &c.—l thank you, 
my dear friend, tor what you lay fo kind- 
ly about my daughter—it ſhews your 
good heart, for as the is a firanger, tis 


a free gift in von—but when the is 


known to you, —fhe will win it farly— 
but, alas ! when this event is to happen, 
is in the clouils. Mrs. 8— has hired a 
houſe ready furniſhed at York, till ſhe 
returns to France, wid my Lydia muſt 
not leave her. | 

What a lad ſcratch of a letter hut J 
am wenk, nn ar friends, both in w_ 
ard mind od bleſs you you 
ſee me 00 # a ghoit—1o I tell you 
betore-hand got to be frightened. —-l am, 
my dear friends, with the 1ruelt attac 
meut and eſteem, ever yaur's. | 


LETTER LIL 
From the ſame to the ſame. 


Old Bond-ftreet, January 1, 1768. 

(YU knowing whether the moiſture of 

the weather will permit me to give 

my kind friends in Gerrcard-fireet a call 
this morning for five minutes—lI beg 
leave to smt them all the- good wiſhes, 
compli nents, and reſpects, I owe them. 
I continue to mend, and doubt not but 
this, with all other evils and uncertainties 
of life, will end for the beſt. I ſend all 
compliments to your fire-hdes this Sun- 
day nighi—Miis Ayſcough the wiſe, 
Miſs Pigot the witty, your dauzhter 
the pretty, and fo on,—lf Lord O 
is with you, I heg my dear Mis. J—— 
will prelent the incloſed to him 
'twili add to the millions of obliga- 
tions | already owe you. am ſorry 
that I am no ſubſcriber to Soho this ſea- 
lo it deprives me of a pleaſure worth 
twice the ſubſeription but I am juſt 
going to (end about this quarter of the 
town, to ſee if it is not too late to pro- 
cure a ticket, unchſpoſed of, from fome 
of my Soho friends; and if I can ſucceed, 
| will either ſend or wait upon you with 
it by half an hour after three to-morrow 
—if not, my friend will do me the juſtice 
to believe iſerable—I am half 
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engaged, or more, for dinner on Sunday 
next, but will try to get diſengaged in 
order to be with my friends. —If I cannot, 
J will glide like a ſhadow uninvited to 
Gerrard-ſtreet ſome day this week, that 
we may eat our biead and meat in love 
and peace together.—-God bleſs you 
both !-—I am, with the moſt ſincere re- 
gard, your ever obliged, &c. 


LETTER LIII. 


Mr. Sterne to Mr. and Mrs. J. 


Thwſday, Old Bond-itreet. 
A Tuovsand thanks, and as many 
excuſes, my dear friends, ſor the 

trouble my blunder has given you, B 
a ſecond note I am aſtoniſhed I could read 
Saturday for Sunday, or make any miſ- 
take in a card wrote by Mis. , in 
which my friend is as unrivalled, as in a 
hundred greater excellentics. 

I am now tied down neck ard heels 
(twice over) by engagements every day 
this week, or moſt joyfully would have 
trod the old pleaſing road from Bond to 
Gerrard-ftreet.—My books will be to be 
on on Thurſday. but poſſibly on Wed- 
nel ay in the afternoon. —[ am quite 
wel}, but exhautted wirh a room full of 
- company every morning till dinner—How 
do | lament I cannot eat my mori (which 
is always ſweet) with ſuch kind friends ! 
The Sunday following I will afſuredly 
wait upon you both—and will come a 
quarter before four, that I may have both 
a liitic time and a little day-hoht, fo tee 
Mis. } 's picture. —[ beg leave to al- 
ſare my friends of my grantude for all 
their favours, with my ſentimental thanks 
for every token of their good will. — 
Adien, my dear fiiends—l am truly 
yours. 


LETTER LIV. 
Mr. Sterne to Miſs Sterne. 
| | Fab uiry 20, 
My DANRE T LYDIA, Old Bondeitreer, 
M* Sentimental Journey, you ſay, is 
ad: ed w York by every one—and 
"vis not vanity in me to tell you that it is 
no lets aimired here-—hvt what is the 
gratification of my feelings on this occa- 
hon ?-—The want of health bows me 
d ven, and vanity harhours not in thy fa- 
the's breall—this vile mttuenza—be not 
alarm'd, I thnik 1 mall get the better of 
tand ſhall be wih you both the fi | 


ELEGANT EPISTLES. Buy 


a long period, my child —unleſs 3 quin 


degree of.— Nor will that amiable wonw 


Week with a vleunfy—! was bled thee 


me yeſterday. 


of May; and if I eſcape, "twill not bo l 


retreat and peace of mind can reſtore 8, 
— The ſubjeQ of thy letter has aden 
me,—She could but know litile « w 
feelings, to tell thee, that under the in 
poſition I ſhould ſurvive thy moths. | 
ſhould bequeath thee as a legacy to a 
No, my Lydia ! tis a lady, whoſe tian 
1 with thee to imitate, that I ſhall en at 
my gil to—1 mean that friend wen! 
have fo atten talk'd and wrote 30 
from her you will learn to be an affe. 
ate wife, a tender mother, and a fn 
friend —and you cannot be intimate wh 
her, without her pouring ſome part of th 
milk of human kindneſs into your bil. 
which will ſerve to check the heat of wy 
own temper, which you partake ina im 


put my Lydia under the painful necefiy 
to fly to India for protection, whilt ty 
in her power to grant her a more pos. 
ful one in England —But I think, oy 
Lydia, that thy mother will ſurvive ne- 
do not deject her ſpirits with thy appe- 
henſions on my account.—lT have {nt ya 
a necklace, buckles, and the ſame to you * 
mother. My virl cannot Torm a wh 
that is in the power of her father, tht i 
will not gratify her in and I canon , 
juſtice be leſs kind to thy mother. In 1 
never alone The kindneſs of ny f 
friends is ever the ſame—I wiſh tv 
I had thee o nurſe me—but I am & 

ny'd that. Write to me twice a wi, 

at leaſt. —God bleſs thee, my chi'd, 20 
believe me ever, ever thy aft.Ctiozit 
father. 


FT TER LF; 


Mr. Sterne 10 Mrs. F—. 
| Toelty. 
Y Ous poor friend is ſcarce able to wil? 


he has been at death's door n 


times on 'Ihurfilay, and hlilter'd on Fo: 
day The phyſician ſys Tam hetter--O0d 
knows, for 1 feel myſelf fad y wi” 
and ſhall, if I recover, be a long while 
of giining ſtrength. —Before I have gout 
thro? half this letter, I _ top to [el 
my weak hand above a dozen uma.” 
Mi. 15 was ſo good to call . 
] felt emotions no! 0 3 
d- ſcribed at the fight of him, and de 
overjoy'd me by talking a great dt 


you 


Sect. II. 
| you.—Do, dear Mrs. J 


„entteat 
hum to come to-morrow, or next day, for 
perhaps I have vo many days, or hours, 
4% live want to alk; a tavour of him, it 
| fad myſelt work —that 1 ſhall beg of 
yon, it in this wieſtling 1 come oft con- 
queror—my tpuus ae fled—tis a bad 
ones —do not weep, my dear Lady— 
your tears ate to precious to ſhed tor we 
—hottle them up, and may the cork never 
be di awn, —Dearett, kindeit, gentiett, and 
belt of women ! may hea ih, peace, and 
happineſs, prove your hand-maids le If I 
die, cheriſh the remembiance of me, and 
forg<t the folli-s which you fo often con- 
demn'd—winch my heart, got my head, 
betrayed me into. Should my child, my 


Lydia want a mother, may L hope vou will 


(it the is left parentlets) take her to your 
boſyn ?— You are the only woman on 
earth 1 can depend upon for ſuch a bene- 
volent action. I wiote to her a fortwight 
„go “, and told her what I truſt ſhe will 
tnd in you — Mr. will be a father 
to herne will protect her trom every in- 
falt, for he wears a {word which be has 
red his countty with, and which he 
world know how to draw out of the ſcab- 
bard in detence of innocence—Commend 


e to him—as I now commend you to 
at Being who takes under his care the 


EO. d and kind art of the world.— Adieu. 
ail zratetul thanks to you and Mr. J—, 
Your poor affectionate trend. | 


LETTER IVI. 


Mr. Sterne to e. 


—1 BFEKELD her tender look her 

© pathetic eye petrified my fluids 
the liquid detolution drowned thode once- 
bright orhs—the late ſympathetic fra- 
wes, 1) pleaſing in their khatinony, are 
now blatted—withered—ard are dead 3— 
her charms are dwindled into 3 melan— 
choly which demands my pity, Ves 
my tee: d—our Once ſprighily and viva- 
Cous Harriot is that veiy object that muſt 
thrill your ſoul.— How abandoned is that 
heart winch bulges the tear of innocence, 
3nd is the cauſe the fatal cauſe of over- 
Whelming the ſpotleſs ſoul, and plunging 
the yel-untainted wind into a lea of ſor 
and 1epentance—Though born to 


s From this circumſtance it may be con- 
; ured, that this Letter was written on 
„eien the 8th of March, 1768, ten days 
*</ore Mr, Sterne dicd. : 
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protect the fair, does not man act the 
part of a demon ?—firlt alluring by his 
temptations, and then triumphing in his 
victory when villany gets the aſcend- 
ency, it ſeldom leaves the wretch ull 
it has thoroughly polluted him 
T, once the joyous companion 
of our juvenile extravagances, by a deep- 
laid ſcheme, ſo far wgratiated himſelf 
into the good g. aces of the old man 
that even he, with all his penetration and 
exyerience (of which old tolks generally 
pique themtelves), could not perceive his 
dritt, and, like the goodnels of his own 
heart, believe him honourable z—had 1 
kaown his pretenfions—l would have 
town oa the wings of fnendſhip—of re- 
gard—of affection aud reſcued the love- 
ly innocent from the hands of the ſpoiler: 
—he nat alarmed at my declaration—l 
have been long bound to her in the rect- 
procal bonds of affect ion but it is of a 
more delicate ſtamp than the groſs mare- 
rials natme has planted in us tor procrea- 
tion—I hope ever to retain the id-a of 
innocence, and love her itil] —I would 
love the whole ſex were they equally de- 
ſerving. 185 


| taking her by the hand— 
the other thrown round her wailt—after 
an intimacy allowing ſuch ftreedomg—- 
with a look decei fully pleating, the vil- 
lain poured out a tortent of proteſtations 
— uud though oaths are facred—ſwore, 
with all the fortitude of a conſcientious 
man—the depth of lus love—the height 
of his eitcem the ſtrength of his attacu- 
ment ;—by thele, and other artful means 
to -an{wer, his abandoned pu poſe (for 
which you know he is but too well quali- 
fied) gained on the open experienced 
hear; of the generous Huriot, and robbed 
her ct her brighieit jewel .—Oh, Ekg- 
land ! wheie are your ſenators ?—where 
are your laws ?—Ye Heavens! where 
reits your d adl, thunder ?—why are your 
bolts r1ettraivel from 0'erwhelming with 
vengeauce this vile feducer ?——I,-my 
friend, —I, was the minitter ſent by jul- 


"tice to revenge her Wrongs—revenge—l 


diſclaim it—to redreſs her wrongs.— The 
news of affliction flies-—I heard it, and 
poſted to , where forgetting my cha- 
racter— this is the ſty le of the emthullaſt— 
it molt became my charatter—l faw him 
in his cetreat—l flew out o! the chaile— 
caught him by the collar—and in a tumult 
of patſion—demanded : —ſute, if anger 
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is excuſable, it muſt be when it is ex- 
erted by a deteſtation of vice—1 de- 
manded him to reltore ;—4las ! what was 
not in his power to return Vengeance! 
—and ſhall theſe vermin—theſe ſpoilers 
of the fair—thele murderers of the mind 
—lurk asd creep about in dens, ſecure 
to themſelves, and pillage all around 
them ?—DiſtraRed with my rage 
charged him with his. crime—exploded 
his baſeneſs—condemned his villany— 


- while coward guilt fat on his ſullen brow, 


and, like a criminal conſcious of his deed, 
tremblingly pronounced his fear. —He 
hoped means might be found for a ſuffi- 
cient atonement—offered a ter der of his 
hand as a ſatisfadtion, and a life devoted 
to her ſervice as aA recompenſe tor his 
error, - His humihation {tinck me—'twas 
the only means he could have comrived 
to aſſuage my anger.—lI hefitated— 
pauſed—thought—and till muſt think 
on ſo important a concern —aſſiſt me—I 
am halt afraid of trufting my Harriot in 
the hands of a man, whoſe character [ 


too well know to be the antipodes of Har- 


riot's— He all fire and diſhpation ;—ſhe 
all meekneſs and ſentiment ! nor can I 
think there is any hope of reformation ; 
the offer proceeds more from ſurpriſe 
or frar, than juſtice and ſincerity.— The 
world—the world will exclaim, and my 
Harriot be'a calt-off from fociety—Let 
her—1 had rather fee her thus, than mi— 
ſerably linked for life io a lump of vice 
She thall r:tire to ſome corner of the 
world, and there weep ou: the remainder 
of her days in forrow—forgetting the 


wretch who has abuſed her confidence, 
but ever remembering the friend Who 


conſoles her in retirement. —You, my 


dear Charles, ſhall bear a part with me 
in the delightful taſk of whiſpering 


peace to thoſe who are in trouble, and 
« healing the broken in ſpitit.“ Adieu. 


LETTER LVII. 


Mr. Sterne to „ „„ „„. 


SIR, ; 4 
PerL the weight of obligation which 
your friendſhip has laid upon me, and 
if it ſh«uld never he in my power to make 
you a recompenſe, I hope you will be 
recomyenſed at the ** 1efurreSion of the 
«© juſt,” —l hope, Sir, we ſhall both be 
tound in that catalogue ;—and we are en- 


couraged to hope, by the erz 
Abrahant's faith, even 1 . 
—[ thiak there is, at leait, as much ws, 
bability of our reaching, and re 
the © haven where we would b. 4 
there was of the old Patriarch's haet 
child by his old wife.—Thert is bo: 
perſon living or dead, whom [ have < 


ftrong a dere to ſee and converſe wy 


as yourſelf ;z—indeed 1 have no indin, 
tion to viſit, or ſiy a ſyllable to but af 
perſons in this lower vale of vaniy af 
tears beſides you ;—hut I often dane; 
peculiar fatistattion in converſing och 
ancient and modern dead, - uh yct lg 
and ſpeak excellently in their works. 
My neighbovrs think me often alone. 
and yet at ſuch times I am in compuy 
with more than five hundred mutes—a6 
of whom, at my pleaſure, communicat 
his ideas to me by dumb fignt—quity 
intelligibly as any perfon living Gan & 
by uttering of words. — [hey always key 
the diſtance from me which I dicef- 
and, with a motion of my hand, | a 
bring them as near to me as [ plesß— 
T lay hands on fifty of them (ometing 
in an evening, and handle them u 
like: — they never complain of ill-ußg: 
and when diſmiſſed from my preſene, 
—though ever ſo abruptly—take no 0. 
fence —Such convenience is not to it 
enjoyed—nor ſuch liberty to be taben- 
with the living ;—we are bound. in pail 
of good-mauners, to admit all our pt 
tended friends when they knock for a 
entrance, and diſpenſe with all the gun. 
ſenſe or impertinence which they bro! 
till th-y-think proper to withdras : on 
can we take the liberty of humbly a 
decently oppoſing their ſentiments o tog 


exciting their d ſgult, and being duneer 


of their ſplenetic repreſentation after de 
have lefi us. | | 

I am wea:y of talking to the many,” 
who though quick of hearing—2e 0 
« flow of heart to helieve”—propoſition 
which are next to ſelf-evident ;—yW 10 
1 were not caft in one mould. c. 
compariſon will atteſt it, —and yet we 
faſhioned ſv much alike, that we 137 
paſs for twins: were it poſſible to jar 
an inventory of all our ſ-nnments 
feelings—juſt and unjuft—holy 1 
pure— there would appear as betle dit 
ence hetween them as there s e. 
inſftin& and reaſon, —or,— it 22 
nels: the bartiets which feparate 7 


* 
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like the real eſſence of hodies eſcape the 

ercing eye of metaphylies, and cannot 
— out more cleatly than geome- 
tricians define a ſtrait line, which is {aid 
to have length without breadih —O ye 


| learn: d anatomical aggregates, who pie- 


tend to inſti ut other aggregates | be as 
candid as the fage whom ye pretend to 
revere—and tell them, that all you know 
is, that, you know nothing | 

— I have a mort to communt- 
cate to you on different ſubjefts=«my 
mountain will be io labour till 1 ſce you 
And then what then hy you mutt 


expect to fee it bring forth—a mouſe. 


I therefore beſeech you to have a 
wa'chful eye to the ca's but it is ſaid 
that mice were defigned to he killed by 
carg—cats to be worried by dogs, &c. 
&c.— This may be true—and I think I 
am made to be killed by my cough, 
which is a perpetual plague to me; what, 
in the name of found lungs, has my cough 
to do with you——or—you with my cough ? 

I am, Sir, with the moſt perfeRt affec- 
tion and eſteem, your humble ſeryant, 
&c, 


LET TS Vin. 


Mr. Sterne o . 

DAR SIR, ' 

Have received your kind letter of ei- 

tical, and, I will add, of parental ad- 
vice, which, contrary to my natural hu- 
mour, ſet me upon looking gravely for 
half a day together: ſometimes 1 con- 
cluded you had not ſpoke out, but had 
fronger grounds for your hints and cbu— 
nous than what your goot-na:ure knew 
how to tell me, eſpecially with regard to 


- prudence, as a divine; and that you 
thought wn your heart the vein of humour 


too tree for the ſolemn colour of my coat. 
A meditation upon Death had been a 
more ſuitable trimming to it, Ion; but 
then 11 could not have been ſet on by me. 
Mr, F—, whom I regard in the ciafs I 


do you, as my beſt of critics and well. 


wiſhers, preaches daily to me on the ſame 
ext: Get your preferment firtt, Lory,“ 
he fays, “ ard then write and welcome.” 
But ſoppoſe prefer ment is long a-coming 
and, for aught I know, I may not be 
preferred till the reſurtredt ion of the juft— 
and am all that time in labour, how moſt 
| bear my pains? Like pious divines ? 
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or, rather, like able philoſophers, know- 
ing that ohe paſſion is only to be combared 
with another? But to be ſerious (if I 
can), I will uſe all reaſonable caution, — 
only with this caution along with jt, not 
to ſpoil iny book, that is, the air and 
originality of it, which muſt reſemble the 
author: and I fear it is the number of 
theſe lighter touches, which make the 
reſemblance, and identify it from all 
others of the ſame ſtamp, which this un- 
der- ſtrapping virtue of prudence would 
oblige me to ftrike out. A very able cri- 
tic, and one of my c lour too, who has 
read over Triſtram, made anſwer, upon 
my ſaying I wovld conſider the colour of 
my coat as I correQted it, that that idea 
in my head would render my book not 
worth a groat.— Still | promiſe to he cau- 
tious ; but deny I have gone as far as 
Swift : he keeps a due diftance from Ra- 
belais; I keep a due diftance from him. 
Swift has faid a hundred things I durſt 
not ſay, unleſs I was Dean of St. Pa- 
trick's, 

] like your caution, “ ambitioſa recides = 
« ornamenta.” As I reviſe my book, I 


will ſhrive my conſcience upon that“ fin, 


and whatever ornaments are of that kind, 
ſhall be defaced without mercy. Ovid is 
juttly cenſured for being “ ragetie ſui 
„ amator ;"* and it is 2 reaſonable hint to 
me, as I'm not ſute I am clear of it. To 


port too much with your wit, or the 


game that wit has pointed out, is ſurfeit- 
ing; like toying with a man's miſtreſs, 
it may be very delighiful folae*ment to 
the inamorata, but little to the by- 
ſtander. Though I plead guilty to part 


of the charge, yet it would greatly alle- 


viate the crime if my 1eaders knew how 
much I have ſuppreſſed of this device, ' 
J have burnt more wit than 1 have pub- 
liſhed, on that very account, ſince I be- 
gan io avoid the fault, I fear, I may yet 
have give, proofs of ,—I will recorfider 
Slop's fall, and my too minute deſerip- 
tion of it; but, in general, I am per- 


ſusded that the happineſs of the Cervan- 


ye hu-vour ariſes from this very thing. 
of deſcribing filly and trifling events with 
the circumſtantial pomp of great ones. 
Perhaps this is overloaded, and I can 
eaſe it,—I have a proje&t of petting Trif- 
tram put into the, hands of the Arch- 
biſhop, if he comes down this autumn, 
which will eaſe my mind of all trouble 
upon the topic of 8 28 I am, &c. 
4 


| Macpher ſon, the tranſlator. 
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LETTER LIX. 


David Hume, Eſq. lo ——, 


Sta, Edinburgh, Aug. 16, 1760. 
J Am not ſurpriſed to find by your let- 

ter, that Mr. Gray ſhould have en- 
tertained ſuſpicions with regard to the 
authenticity of thoſe Fragments of our 
Highland poetry, The firft time I was 
ſhewn the copies of ſome of them in ma- 
- nuſcript, by our friend John Home, I 
was inclined to be a little incredulous on 
that head ; but Mr. Home removed my 
ſeruples, by informing me of the manner 
in which he procured them from Mr, 
Thele two 
gentlemen were drinking the waters toge- 
ther at Moffat laſt autumn: when threw 
convei ſation fell upon Highland poetry, 
which Mr. Macpherſon extolled very 
highly. Our friend, who knew him to 
be a good ſcholar, and a man of talte, 
found his curioſity excited; and aſked 
whether he had ever tranſlated any of 
them. Mr. Macpherſon replied, that he 


never had attempted any ſach thing ;. 


and doubted whether it was pothble to 
transfuſe ſuch beauties into our language: 
but for Mr. Home's fa isfaction, and in 
order to give him a general notion of the 
ftrain of that wild poetry, he would en- 
deavour to turn one of them into Engliſh, 
He accordingly bronght him one next 
day; which our friend was. fo much 
pleated with, that he never ceaſed ſolicit- 
ing Mr. Macpherſon till he infenhibly 
produced that ſmall volume which has 
been publiſhed. 

After this volume was in every hody's 
hands, and univerſally admired, we heard 
every day new reaſons, which put the 
authenticity, not the great antiquity, 
which the tranſlator aſcribes to them, be- 


yond all queſtion : for their antiquity is a 


point which muſt be aſcertained by rea- 
toning ; though the arguments he em- 
—_ ſeem very probable and convincing. 

ut certain it is, that thefe poems are in 
every body's mouth in the Highlands, 
have been handed down from father to 
ſon, and are of an age beyond all memory 
and tradition. 

In the family of every Highland chief- 
tain there was aneiently retained a bard, 
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what old, and is the only perſon living 
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whoſe office was the ſame with that of the 
Greek rhapſodiſts; and the general ub. 
je& of the poems which they recited, 
was the wars of Fingal ; an epoch no le; 
celebrated among them, than the wars gf 
Troy among the Greek poets. This 
cuſtom is not even yet altogether abo. 
liſhed : the bard and piper are efterme 
the moſt honourable offices in a chief, 
tain's family, and thoſe two charaden 
are frequently united in the ſame perſon, 
Adam Smith, the celebrated profeſſor in 
Glaſgow, told me, that the piper of the 
Argyleſhire militia repeated to him 2 
thoſe poems which Mr. Macpherſon ha; 
tranflated, and many more of equi 
beauty, Major Mackay, Lord Rats 
brother, alſo told me, that he remen. 


bers them perfectly; as likewiſe did the 


laird of Mactailane, the greatett anti. 
quarian whom we have in this county, 
and who inſiſts fo ſtrongly on the hiſto! 
cal wuth, as well as on the poctica! | 
beauty ot thete productions. I could add 
the laird and lady Macleod to theſe au- 
thorities, with many more, if theſe were 
not ſufficient ; as they live in different 
parts of the Highlands, very remote (ron 
each other; and they could only be gc- 
quainted with poems that hail become in 
a manner national works, and had gradu- 
ally ſpread themſelves into every mouth, 
and imprinted on every memory. 
Every body in Edinburgh is fo con- 
vinced of this t:uth, that we have endes 
voured to put Mr. Macpherſon on a way 
of prochring us more of tneſe wild flowers, 
He is a modeſt {enfible young man, nat 
ſettled in any living, but employed as 2 
private tutor in Mr. Graham of Balgow- 
an's family, a way of life which he is noi 
fond of, We have therefore ſet about 4 
ſubſcription of a guinea, or two guiness 
a-piece, in order to enable him to quit 
that family, and undertake a miſſion into | 
the Highlands, where he hopes to recover 
more of theſe Fragments. There , 
in particular, a country ſurgeon fome- 
where in Lochaber, who, he ſays, ca 
recite a great number of them, but be. 
ver committed them to writing; as in 
the orthography of the Highland lan- 
gvage is not fixed, and the natives have 
always employed more the ſword than the 
pen. This ſurgeon has by heart the 
epic poem mentioned by Mr. Macpher- 


ſon in his prefzce; and as he is lome- 


that 


— 
- 
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that has it entice, we a e in the more haſte 

to recover A monument, which will cer- 

tainly be regarded as a curiolity in the re- 
blic of letters. 


| own, that my firſt and a objection 


authenticity of theſe fragments, 
2 on e of the noble and even 
tender ſtrokes which they contain; for 
theſe are the offspring of Genius and Paſ- 
ſon in all countries; 1 was only ſur- 
priſed at the regular plan which anpears 
1 ſome of thele pieces, and which ſcems 
10 be the work of a more cultivated age. 
None of the ſpecimens of barbatous 
xcetry known to us, the Hebrew, Ara- 
dan, or any other, contained this ſpecies 
of beauty: and if a regular epic poem, or 
eren any thing of that kind, nearly regu» 
xr, ſhould allo come from that rough cli- 


mate, or uncivilized people, it would ap- 


pear to me a phenomenon altogether unac- 
countable. 

| remember,, Mr. Macpherſon told 
me, that the heroes of this Highland 
dne were not only like Homer's heroes, 
their own butchers, bakers, and cooks, 
allo their own ſhoemakers, carpen- 
de, ant Criths, He mentioned an in- 
dent, which put this matter in a re— 
akable light. A warrior has the head 
of his ſpear ſtruck off in battle; upon 
wich he immediately retires behind the 
ume, where a forge was erected ; makes 


2 new one 3 hurries back to the action; 


veces his evemy, while the ion, which 
#3s yet red-hot, hiſſes in the wound, 
Tins 1inavery you will allow to be ſingu- 
lr, and fo well imazined, that it would 
ne been adopted by Homer, had the 
manners of the Greeks allowed him to 
me employed it. 

[ forgot to mention, as another proof 
of the authenticity of theſe poems, and 
ren of the reality of the adventures con- 
ted in them, that the names of the he- 
roes, Fingal, Oſcur, Oſur, Oſcan, Der- 
mid; are ſtil} given in the Highlands to 
"ge mathiffs, in the fame manner as we 
o them the names of Cæſar, Pom - 
bey, Hector; or the French that of 
\Mwihorough. | 

D 5 | f 

It gives me pleaſure to find, that a 
den ſon of ſo fine a talte as Mr. Gray ap- 
lolts of theſe Fragments, as it may 
ahrince us, that our fondneſs of them 
dot altogether tounded on national pre- 
ions, which, however, you know to 
* alittle frong. The tranſlation is ele- 


defence; but as I had fixed a reſolution, in 
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gant ; but I made an objection to the au- 
thor, which I wiſh you would communi- 


cate to Mr. Gray, that we may judge of 


the juſtneſs of it. There appeared to 
me many verſes in his proſe, and all of 
them in the ſame meaſure with Mr. Shen- 
ſtone's famous ballad, 


Ye ſhepherds, ſo careleſs and free, 
Whoſe flocks never careleſsly roam, &c. 


Pray aſk Mr. Gray whether he made the 
ſame remark, and whether he thinks it a 
blemiſh ? Your's, moſt ſincerely, 


LETTER 1 
David Hume, Eſq. to Dr. Campbell. 


Dran SR, Edinburgh, Jan. 9, 1762. 
FF has ſo ſeldom happened that contro- 
verſes in philoſochy, much more in 
theology, have been carrie! on without 
producing a perſonal quarrel between the 
parties, that I mult regard my preſent 


ſituation as ſomewhat extraordinary, Who 


have reaſon to give you thanks, for the 
civil and obliging manner in which you 
have conducted the diſpute a:,ainft me, 
on fo intereſting a ſubj.Q as that of mi- 
racles. Any litile ſymptoms of vehe- 
mence, of which I formerly nſed the 
freedom to complain, when you favoured 
me with a fight of the manuſcript, are 
either removed or explained away, or 
atoned for by civilities which are far be- 
yond what ] have any title w pretend to, 
It will be natural for you to imagine that 
I will fall upon ſome ſhift to evade the 
force of your arguments, and to retain 
my former opinion in the point contro- 
verted between us ; but it is impoſſible 
for me not to ſee the ingenuity of your 
performance, and the great learmng which 
you have diſplayed againſt me. 

I conſider myfelf as very much ho- 
noured in being thought worthy of an 
anſwer by a perſon of ſo much metit ; 


and as I find that the public does you juſ- 


tice with regard to the ingenuity and 
good compoſition of your piece, 1 hope 
you will have no reaſon to repent en- 

aging with an antagoniſt, whom perhaps 
in (trictneſs you might have ventured to 
neglect. I own to you that J never felt 
ſo violent an inclination to defend myſelf 
as at preſent, when I am thus fairly chal- 
lenged by you, and I think I could find 
ſomething ſpecious at leaſt to urge in my 


the 


id 
SY 
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the beginning of my liſe, al ways to leave 
the public to judge between my advei ſa-· 
ris and me, witnout making any reply, 
I wut adhere mviolab'y io this refolu- 
tion, otherwi'e my lilence on any future 
oecaſion would be conttru: an inability to 
anſwer, and would be maiter of triumph 
again(t me. ; 4 

It may perhaps amuſe you to learn the 
Grit hint which ſuggeſted to me that ar- 
gument which you hve fo ſtrenuouſly at- 
tacked. I was walking in the cloylters of 
the Jeſuits College of La Fleche, a town 
in which | paſſed two years of my youth, 
and engaged in a converſation with a je- 


_  fuir of ſome parts and learning, who was 


relating to me, and urging ſome nonſen- 
fical miracle performed in their convent, 


when I was tempted to diſpute againſt 


him; and as my head was tull of the 
topics of my Treatiſe of Human Nature, 
which I was at this time compoſing, this 
argume t immediately occured to me, and 
I thou: h. it very much gravelled my com- 
panſon; but at laſt he obſerred to me, 
that it was impoſſible for that argument to 

have any ſolidity, becauſe it operated 
equ+}ly againit the Goſpel as the Catholic 
muacles, which obſervation [ thought pro- 
= to admit as a ſufhcient anſwer. I] be- 
ieve you will allow that the freedom at 
leaſt of this reaſoning makes it ſomewhat 
extraordinary to have been the produce of 
a convent of J:ſvits, though perhaps you 
may think the ſophiſtry of it favours 
plainly of the place of its birth. 


— — EL Ines ATE IRIS 
LETTER [LXL 
Dr. Smellett to Daniel Mackercher „ Eſq. 


Dean Sig, Chelſes, Feb. 23, 1753. 
I SHALL take it as a particular favour if 
= you will peruſe the incloſed rough 
diaught of a letter which | intend to fend 
to Mr. Hume Campbell, provided you 
think it contains nothing actionable. 1 
hope you will excuſe this tiouble, and be- 
lieve me to be with equal fincerity and 
attachment, dear Sir, your very humble 
ſervant, \ | 


* Th's gentleman's name is ſamiliar to 
the public, as well from the account of his 
life mierted in The Adventures of Peregrine 
Pickle, as from the pit he took in the celæ- 
| brated Angleſca Cauſe. 
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Bock Iv. 
SIR, | 


I HAVE waited feveral days in hoy 
of receiviag from you an acknowledy. 
ment touching thoſe harſh, unjuſtifabe 
(aud let me add), unmannerly exyre. 
ſons which you annexed to my name, in 
the Court of King's Bench, when you 
opened the cauſe depending bet ween ne 
and Peter Gordon; and as I do not fn 
tha. yuu have diſcover: d the leatt incling. 
tion to retract what you ſa d to my prejy. 
dice, I have taken this method to refich 
your memory, and to demand ſuch (ai(. 
tation as a gentleman injured as 1 an 
has a right to claim, a 

The bulineſs of a Counſellor is, | ap. 
piebend, to inveſtigate the tuth in he. 
halt of his Client; but ſurely be has no 
privilege to blacken and afpriſc the cha. 
rater of the other pa. ty, without any re. 
gard to veracity or decorum. hat you 
aſſumed this unwairantable privilege in 
commenting upon your brief, I beiiewr 
you will not pretend to deny, when | 
remind you of thoſe peculiar flowers of 
elocution which you poured forth on thit 
notable occaſion. Firſt of all, in order to 
inſpire the Court with horror and cos. 


tempt for the Defendant, you gave the 


Jury to underſta d that you did not know 
this Dr. Smollett : and, indeed, his cha. 
rafter appeared in fuch a light from the 
facts contained in your brief, that you 
never ſhould defire to know him.-l 
ſhould be glad to learn of what cone 
quence it could be to the cauſe, whether 
you did or did not know the Defendant, or 


whether you had or had not an inclina- 


tion to be acquainted with him dr, 
this was a pititul perforality calculated to 
depreciate the character of a gentleman 
to whom you was a ſtranger, merely to 


gra ify the rarcour and malice of an aban- 


doned fellow who had feed you to (peak 
in his cauſe.-Did I ever ſcek your ze. 
quaintance, or court your protection?! 
had been info! med, indeed, that you wi 
a lawyer of ſome reputation, and, when 
the ſit commenced, would have retained 
you for that reafor, had not I been 200. 
cipated by the Plaintiff ; but, far fron 
covering your acquaintance, I ner 
dreamed ot exchanging a word with you 
on that or any other ſubje& : you might 
therefore have ſpared your invidious de: 
claration, until I had put it ia your port? 
to mortify me with a repulic, which, 
upon my honour, would never have yy 
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„ were you à much greater man 
3 RT To this was not 
the only expedient you uſed to prepoſſeſs 
| the Jury againſt me.—You was hardy 
| enough to repreient me as a perſon de- 
void of all humanity and remorſe 3 ASA 
| bacharous ruffian, who in a cowardly 
| manner had, with two aſſociates as bar- 
barous as myſelf, called a peaceable gen- 
tieman out of his lodgings, and affaulted 
him in the dark, with intent to murder. — 
Such an horrid imputation publicly fixed 
upon a per fon whole 1nnocence you could 
| hardly mils to know, is an outrage, for 
wich, I believe, 1 might find reparation 
from the law itkk1f, notwithltanding your 
atful man«er of qualifying the expreſſion 
by ſaving, provided the tacts can he 
proved. This low ſubterfuge may, for 
zucht I know, ſcreen you tron a proſe- 
| cutien at law, but can never acquit you 
in that Cou: t which every man of honovr 
bolds 1n his own breaſt. 1 ſay, you muſt 
have known my innocence” from the 
weaknels of the evidence which you pro- 
duced, and with which you either was or 
ought to have been previouſly acquaint- 


wd that of my antagoniſt, which it was 
iour duty to have learned —l will ven- 
ture to ſay, you did know my charadter, 
and in your heart believed me incapable 
of ſuch brutality as you laid to my charge. 
—Surely, I do not over-rate my own im- 
poitance in affirming, that I am not fo 
obſcure in life as to have eſcaped the no- 
tice of Mr. Hume Campbell; and I will 
be bold enovgh to challenge him and the 
whole world to prove one inſtance in 
which my integrity was called, or at leaſt 
left, in queſtion. Have not I therefore 
reaſon to ſuppoſe that, in ſpight of your 
own internal conviction, you undertook 
the cauſe of a wretch, whoſe ingratitude, 
vilany, and rancour are,' I firmly be- 
eve, without example in this kingdom; 
hat you magnified a (light correction be- 
towed hy his benefaftor, in conſequenee 
o the molt inſolent provocation, into a 
dbeſſherate and malicious ſcheme of aſſaſ- 
lmarion ; and encleavoured, with all the 
| Vrulenc® of defamation, to deftroy the 

CharaRer, and even the life, of an injured 
priſon, who, as well as your ſelf, is a gen- 
tleman by birth, education, and pri feſ- 
Wn? In favour of whom, and in confſe- 
2 of what, was all this zeal mani- 
teſted, all this ſlander exhauſted, and all 


ed; as well as from my general character 


mention of my works without 


* 
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this ſcurrility diſcharged ? Your Client, 
whom you dignified with the title of Eſ- 
quire, and endeavoured to raiſe to the 


lame footing with me in point of ftation 


and character, you knew to be an abject 
miſcreant, whom my compaſſion and hu- 
manity had lifted from the moſt deplo- 
rable ſcenes of diftreſs; whom 1 hag 
ſaved from impriſonment and ruin; whom 
I had clothed and fed for a ſeries of 
years; whom I had occaſionally aſſiſted 
wr:h my purſe, credit, and influence. 
You knew, or ought to have known, 
that, after having received a thouſand 
marks of my benevolence, and prevailed 
upon me to indorſe notes for the ſupport 
ot his credit, he withdrew: himſelf into 
the verge of the Court, and took up his 
habitation in a paltry alehouſe, where he 
not only ſet me and the reſt of his cre- 
dito1s ai defiance, but provoked me by 
ſcurrilous and iniolent letters and mei- 
ſages to chaſtiſe him in ſuch a manner as 
gave him an handle tor this proſecution, 
in which you ſignalized yourſelf as his 
champton, for a very honourable confi- 
deration.— There is ſomething ſo pal- 
pably ungratetul, perfidious, and indeed 
diabolical, in the conduct of the proſe- 
cutor, that, even in theſe degenerate 
days, I wonder how he could find an At- 
torney to appear in his behalf. O tem- 
fora! O mores !——After having thus 
ſounded the trumpet of obloquy in your 
preamble, and tortured every circum- 
ſtance of the plaintiff's evidence to my 
detriment and diſhonour, you attempted 
to ſubject me to the ridicule of the Court, 
by aſkwg a queſtion of my firſt wi neſe, 
which had ro more relation to the cauſe, 
than if you had deſired to know the name 
of his grandmother. What title had you 
to aſk of a tradeſnan, f he knew me to 
be an author ? What affinity had this 
queſtion with the circumſtances of the aſ- 
fault ? Was not this foreign to the pur- 
poſe ? Was it not impertinent, and pro- 
poſed with a view to ut me out of coun- 
tenance, and to raiſe the laugh of the 
ſpectators at my expence? There, in- 
deed, you was diſappointed, as you fre- 
quently ae in thoſc little digrefſive ef- 
forts by which you make yourſelf remark- 
able — Though do not pretend to poſſo ſa 
that ſuperlative degree of effrontery by 
which ſome people make a figure at the 
bar, I have aff..rance enough to fland the 
bluſhing, 
eſpecialiy 
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eſpecially when I deſpiſe the taſte, and 


ſcorn the principles, of him who would 
turn them to my diſgrace.—Y ou ſucceed- 
ed, however, in one particular ; I mean, 
in railing the indignation of my witneſs ; 
of which you took all imaginable advan- 
tage, puzzling, perplexing, and brow- 
| beating him with ſuch ar:1hce, eagerneſs, 
and inſult, as overwhelmed him with con- 
fuſion, and had well nigh deprived me of 
the benefit of his evidence. —Luckily for 
me, the next gentleman who was called 
confirmed what the other had ſworn, and 
proved to the ſuisfaction of the Judge 
and Jury, and even to your own convic- 
tion, that this terrible deliberate afſ1ſh- 
nation was no more than a ſimple blow 
given to a raſca} after repeated provoca- 
tion, and that of the moſt flagrant kind; 
that no advantage was taken in point of 
weapons; and that two drabs, whom 
they had picked-vp for the purpoſe, had 
affirmed upon oath a downright falſehood, 
with.a view to blaft my reputation. —Y ou 
yourſelf was fo conſcious of this palpable 
detection, that you endeavoured to excuſe 
them by a foiced explanation, which, 
you may depend upon it, ſhall not ſcreen 
them from a protecution tor perjury, —l 
will not fav, that this, was like patroniz- 
ing'a couple of gyplies who had forſworn 
themſelves, conſequently forteited all ti- 
tle to the countenance, or indeed forbear- 
ance, of the Court; but this I will ſay, 
that your tenderneſs for them was of a 


piece with your whole behaviour to me, 
which J think was equaliy inſolent and 


unjuſt : for, granting that you had 1ea'ly 


ſuppoſed. me guilty of an intended afſiy-. 


ſination, before the trial began, you ſaw 
me in the courle of evidence 2cquitted of 
that ſuſpicion, and heard the Judge inſiſt 


upon my innocence in his charge to the. 


Jury, who brought in their verdict ac- 
cordingly. Then, Sir, you ought 1n 
common juſtice to have owned yourſelf 
miſtaken, or to have taken ſome other 


opportunity of expreſſing your concern 


for what you had ſaid to my diſadvan- 
tage; though even ſuch an acknowledg- 
ment would not have been a ſufficient re- 
paration ; becauſe, before my witneſſes 
were called, many pe1jons left the Court 
with impreſſions to my prejudice, con- 
ceived from the calumnies which they 
heard you eſpouſe and encourage. On 
the whole, you opere the trial with ſuch 
hyperbolical imp=tvohiy, and conducied 


| full provoked into a pathon 
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it with ſuch particular bitterneſs au ;1, 
cour, that every body perceived you v4 
more than ordinarily intereſted ; 2nd ] 
could not divine the myiterigus bond g 
union that attached you to Peter Gordy, 
Eſq. until you furniſhed me with 3 (4, 1 
the whole ſecret by that ſtrong empy. 
with which you pronounced the wy 
Ferdinand Count Fathom. "Then lat. 
covered the ſource of your good-ill t, 
wards me, which is no other than t% 
hiſtory of a law-ſuit inſetted in that ge. 
formance, where the author takes oa 
hon to obſerve, that the Counſel beben 
like men of conſummate abilities in they 
profeffion ; exerting themſelves with equi 
induſtry, eloquence, and erudition, & 
their endeavours to perplex the tru, 
brow-heat the evidence, puzzle the lug 
and miſlead the Jury. — Did any par d 
this character come home to your om 
conſcience ? or did you refent it as a fu. 
caſm levelled at the whole Bench wihou 
diſtinction ? 1 take it for granted, thi 
muft have been the origin of your enmity 
to me; becauſe I can recollect no whe 
circumſtance in my conduR, by which ] 
could ineur the diſpleaſure of a man whon 
I fcarce knew by fight, and with whon| 
never had the leaſt diſpute, or inder! 
concern. If this was the caſe, yeu jar 
a very ſcurvy compliment to your on 
integrity, by fathering a character which 
is not applicable to any honeſt man, and 
give the world a handle to believe, thit 
our Courts of Juſtice ſtand greatly in tert 
of reformation. Indeed, the petolarc, 
licenſe, and buff -onery of ſome yen 
in the exerciſe of their function, 6 
proach upon decency and a ſcandal tothe 
nation; and it is ſurpriſng that the Judge, 
who . repreſ-n's his Majeſty's perl, 
ſhould ſuffer fuch inſults upon the dg 
ot the place.—Þut,” whatever liberties ad 
this kind are granted to the Counlc!, 10 
fort of freedom, it ſeems, muſt be allo 


ed to the evidence, who, by the bye, n 


of much more conſequence to the caule.— 
You will take upon you to divert the 20. 
dience at the expence of a witrels, 
impertinent alluhons to ſome parts cf hi 
private charader and affairs ; bur il "e 
pretends to retort the joke, you in, 
abuie, and bellow againſt him as 20 . 
pudent fellow who tails in his rep" 
the Court.— t was in this manner pes 
behaved to my firſt witneſs, whom 50 
by inuten 
inhauat ort 
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aündat ion, den. you took an advantage 
2 the coenfu n which you ER intailed 
won him; and ally, you int ted him 
: hai fhuill-d in his cvi- 

„Anis mint have been an. ir- 
mary fo the character of 3 
12Jeſnan, had he not been Tockily known 
to the whole ſurv, and many other per- 
ſons in Court, as an an 6 anqueliionable 
ni ohity and cre lit, die, a witneſs has 
s god a title as you have to the pro- 


ie dlion of the Court; and onght to have 


more, becauſe evidence is abſolutely ne- 
effary for the inveltiz;ation of truth; 
whereas the aim of a Lawyer is often to 
nvclye it in doubt and obſcurity. Is it for 
this pu poſe you ſo frequently deviate from 
the point, and endeayour 10 ralſe the 
mirth of the audience with flat jokes and 
{pid ſimiles? or, have you really fo 
mucrably miſtaken your own talents, as 
to ſet up for the character of a man of 
humour? For my own part, were I di- 
poſed to he merry, I ſhould never deſire a 
more pregnant ſubject of ridicule than 
your own appearance and behavigur; but, 
as | am at preſent in a very [erzvus mood, 
| ſhall content myſelf with demanding 
[alequate reparation for the injurious 
t-3tment I have received at your hands; 
otherwiſe 1 will in four days put this let- 
ter in the preſs, and you ſhall hear in 
another manner-—not' from a ruffian and 
an aſſalſin but from an injured gen: lee 
man, who is rot aſhamed of ſubſcribing 
kimfclt, &c. &c. 


Dear SR, Monday Mornings. 

au much mortifi:d that my raſcally 
braten will not at preſent permit me 20 
kd more than the trifle incloſed, as no- 
thing could give me more pleaſure than an 
opportunity of ſhewing with how much 
Irien(hip and eſteem, I am, dear Sir, 
moſt faithfully, &c. 


—B wt. OO nt ET In 
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Dr. Iſanc Schorberg to a Lady, on the 


Method of Reading for Female In- 
ſrovement. ä 


Mapan, 

ONFORMABLE to your deſire, and my 
„ promiſe, J preſent you. with ax few 
Wehts on the method of texcling ; hich 
n would have had ſooner, only that 
4; gave me leave to ſet them down at 
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my leifure-hours. I have complied with 
your 1equelt in both theſe particulars ; fo 
that you ſce, Madam, how abſolute your 
commands are oyer me. - If my remarks 
mould anſwer your expectations, and the 
purpyuſe for which they were intended; 
i! they ſhould in the leaſt conduce to the 
ipending your time in a more profitable 


auch agreeable manner than moſt of your 


ſex generally do, it will give me a plea- 
ſure equal at lealt to that you will receive. 

It were to be wiſhed that the female 
part of the human creation, on whom 
Nature has poured out ſo many charms 
with ſo laviſh a hand, would pay ſome 
regard to the cultivating their minds and 
improving their unde: ſtanding. It is 
eahly accompliſhed. Would they beſtow 
a fouith part of the time they throw 
away on the trifles and gewgaws of dreſs, 
in ttading proper books, it would perfectly 
anlwer their purpoſe. Not that I am 
againſt the ladies adorning their perſons ; 
let them be ſet off with all the ornaments 
that art and nature can conſpire to pro- 
duce for their embelliſhment, but let it 
be with realon and good ſenſe, not caprice 
and humour ; for there is good ſenſe in 
dreſs as in all things elſe. Strange doc- 
trine to ſome ! but I am ſure, Madam, 
you know there is—You practiſe it. 

The firit rule to be laid down to any 
one who reais o improve, is never to 
read bat with attention. As the ahſtruſe 
parts of learning are not neceſſuy to the 
accompliſhment of one of your ſex, a 
ſnall degree of it will ſaffice. I would 
throw the ſubjeAs of which the ladies 
ought not to be wholly ignorant, under 
the following heads: 

Hiſtory, 
Mo:aliy, 
Poetry, | 

The firit employs the memory, the 
ſecond the judgment, and the third the 
imagination, 

Whenever you undertake to read Hif- 
tory, make a ſmall ahſtrat of the me- 
morable events, and ſet down in what 
year they happened. If you entertain 
yourſelf with the life of a famous perſon, 
do the ſame by his moſt remarkable ac- 
tions, with the addition of the year and 
the place he was born at and died. You 
will find theſe great helps to your me- 
mory, as they will lead you to remember 
what you do not write down, by a fort 
of chain that lir ks the wh-le hiſtory to- 
gether, 


Books 
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Books on Morality deſerve an exact 
reading. There are none in our lan- 
guage more uſeful and ente taini! g than 
the SpeRtators, Tatlers and Guardians, 
They are the ſtandards of the Engliſh 
tongue, and as ſuch ſhould be read over 
and over again; for as we imperceptibly 
flide into the manners and habits of thoſe 
perſons with whom we moſt frequen:ly 
converſe, ſo reading being, as it were, 
-A filent converſation, we inſenſibly write 
and talk in the ſtyle of the authors we 


have the moſt often read, and who have 


left the deepeſt impreſſions on our mind, 
Now in order to retain what you read on 
the various ſubjeAs that fall under the 
head of Morality, I would adyiſe you to 
mark with a pencil whatever you find 
worth remembering. If a paffage ſhould 
ſtrike you, mark it down in the margin; 
iF an expreſſion, draw a line under it; if 
a whole paper in the fore-men:ioned 
books, or any others which are written 
in the ſame looſe and unconnected man- 
ner, make an aſteriſk over the firſt line. 
By theſe means you will fele& the moſt 
valuable, and they will fink the deeper in 
your memory than the 1ieit, on repeated 
reading, by being diſtinguiſhed from them, 

The laſt ar'icle is Poetry. The way 
of diſtinguiſning good poet: y from bad, 
is to turn it out of verſe into proſe, and 
fee whether the thought is natural, and 
the words adapted to it: or whether they 
ale not too big and founding, or too low 
and mean for the ſenſe they would con— 
vey. This rule will prevent you from 
being impoſed on by b.mbalt and fuſtian, 
which with many paſſes for ſublime ; tor 
invoth verſes which un off the ear with 
an ealy cadence and harmonious turn, 
v:ry often impole nonſenſe on the world, 


; anch are like your fine dieſſed beaux, who 


paſs for fine gentlemen. Diveſt both 
trom their outward ornaments, ard peo- 
ple are ſurpriſed they could have been 
b eaſily deluded, 

I ave now, Madam, given a few 
rules, and thoſe ſuch only as are really 
neceſſary. 
but thele will be ſufficient 10 enable you 
to read without burdening your memory, 
and yet with another view beſides that of 
barely killing time, as too many are ac- 

cuſtomed to do. 
Tue taſk you have impoſed on me, is 
a Urong proof of your knowing the true 
value of time, ard always having im- 


to be, with the utmoſt finceriy, 3 
really am, Madam, your faithful hunk 
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proved it to the beſt advantage, wy 
there no other ; and that there are ow, 
proofs, thoſe who have the pleaſur g 
being acquainted with you can tell, - 
As for my part, Madam, you hy 
done me too much honour, by jy: 
me out from all your acquaintance g 
this occation, to ſay any thing that wall 
not look like flatter y ; you yourlelf wal 
think it fo, weie 1 to do you the comng 
juſtice all your friends allow you ; Ini 
therefore be ſilent on this hea, and a 
ſay, that I ſhall think myſelf wells 
warded in return, if you will been 


ſervant. | 


. byterian ; not quite ſo rigid indecd, by 


poſed to do ſo, when they can (er ther 


Seivwright, miniſter of the authorit 


I could have added more; 
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From John Garden to Archbiſbo) Secky, 
Brechia, April 24, 116; 
MY LOFD ARCHBISHOF, 
May it pleaſe your Grace, 
I AM a layinan, content with the fri: 
of my labour, and have nothing toi 
for myſelf. I am a Scots Whigand P 


I could confoim to the chuich of by 
gland, weie it by law eſtabliſhed; bu! 
ſhall never wiſh to fee it ſo hefe: wr 
country is too barren and poor; and tra 
the experience I have had of the cley 
here, I ſhall never wiſh to fee them pb 
ſeſſecl of power, the conſtant concomitat 
of great riches ; ſo apt they are to don 
neer, or to ſide with thoſe who art 4 


own intereſt in it.— This 1 am ſcotidie 8 
no very plauſible introduction in 2d/reflng 
one of your Ration z but plain truth tn 
beſt, and is always moe prevalent tha 
fiction. | | 

I have lately read a book, publif 
this year at Edinburgh, titl:d, Princy's 
Political and Religious, by Mr. Noten 


Epiſcopal congregation here, to be ( 
at A. Dovaldlon's ſhop, London, I 
pleaſed with the performance; the wv 
lo, as an eſſay of its nature, from ores 
his profeſſion in this county, would har! 
been looked upon as quite exotic {tt 
yea: s ago.— The defign 1s certaioly avs 
able, to open the eyes of, aud intl 
loyalty among, a blind, deluded, aud 
affected people; a _ wherein the . 


tereſt and happineſs of Great ___ 
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not a little concerned, and of conſequence 


worthy or your Grace's attention, whom 
kind Provndence has placed at the head of 
the church of Englaud. ; 

[ am »ſolutely ynconneRted with the 
zuthor either by blood or alhance, but I 
know him to be a good man and a loyal 
ſubject; and that the character I give 
wil! be confirmed by every. ho eſt man 
bv Lnows him; and though shogether 
unknown to your Glace, and even void 
of the improper and pr fumptuovs am- 
biion of being ic, I have, without Mr. 
SGeywitoht's knowledge or participation, 
ton the meie motive of public ſpirit, 
ventured to adchels you in this way, ant 
unde vou, cor: tection, to ſugaeſt, that the 
countenance your Giace may be pleaſed. 
to ſhew hin, and you; ap robation of his 
deh_n, will be a {pur en him, and others, 
o ex2rt then ſelves Brenuoully in the ſa ne 
wav, and cannot mils io have a tendency 
to make us in this country more UA 1- 
mou, it not in religious, at leaſt in poli- 
tical matters; Which would be no fmall 
por t gate : two rehellions in my tine 
demonſtrate the ttuth ot inis. I houugh 
my acquaiptance and Mr. Sievwright's 
s of pretty long ſtanding, ſixteen * ars 
or therehy, 1 was 1eſterday in bis havſe 
tor he firtt time; 1 fas hits wife, a grave 
cen've} woman, big with chill, and wx 
vonn children, all clean and d-cerily 
<ef-1 and every thing -orderly. Mr. 
Sevuriuhe was dot at home, He his 
only o ponds aniually is ſupport all 
ths. Crrat mutt bu the ceconorny, con- 
ering the enormous price ta which 
every thing has riſen ; for cold. I krow, 
s the charity of the place. I rever heard 
Mr. Siev wright complain; and I belive 
10 nan elle ever did. 1 own I was 
moved at the decent folernity which I 
ohſetvech; and. uon contide ation, no— 
thmz could have hindered. me from 
blog that relief which a good God and 
gererous natufſe prompted, but want of 
avlity. To whom (hall 1 pour forth the 
c tions of my foul” fo properly on this 
*F-ting ſubject, as to him who, next to» 
our amiable king, is God's vicegerent 
a4 god in the ifland of Britain ?. 
ne tLumanity, generoſity, and godlike 
cilpottion of foul, for which vou ate 
famed even in this remcte corner, leaves 
"9 toom to doubt, that you will unex- 
p*Aedly fend Mr. Sievwright that relief, 
wich, upon due conſideration, you ſhall 
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find his merit r of, either by call 
ing him io ſome ſmall benefice in Eng- 
land, or otherways as to your great wiſ- 


dom ſhall ſeem moſt meet.— Theſe pru- 


dential and charitable ſuggeſtions are ſub- 
mitted to you with all humility, —Begging 


pardon for this great and uncommon 


piece of preſumption, 1 have, with the 
moſt profound regard, the honour to he, 
my Lord, your Grace's moſt obedient, 
and molt humble ſKrvant. 


LETTER. LEE.” 


Archbiſhop Secker to John Garden, in 
| anjwer to the above. 


Six, Lambeth, My 25, 1767. 
I B your pardon that I have ſuffered 

your letter, in this buſy time, to lie ſo 
long unanſwered. And I hope the plain 
fpeaking of an Engliſh Epiſcopal Whig 
wall he as acceptable to you, as that of 
a S-ots- Preſbyterian is to me. Your 
eſtabliſhed church hath as much power, 


1 believe, as ows hath, or more, though 


leſs wealth And its wealih, perhaps, 
is nut fo much lets as you may imagine, 
allowing for the d.fﬀerer.t prices of things: 
only with you the ſhares ate nearly alike. 
! with the 11 comes of your miniſters were 


i mcwhat greater, and thuſe of ours 


lomewhat more :qually divided. I wiſh 
too that all your Epiſcopal clergy were 
{.iends to the government; and that all 
ihe Pieſbyte ians were as candid as you 
towards ſuch of them as are, But how- 
ever vain it may be to form wiſhes about 
others, each perion may endeavour to act 
r1-lily himfelf. My bufireſs is not to 
zbuic either my power, by lording it over 
God's heritage, or my wealth ta the pur- 
poſes of luxvry or covctouſneſs, but to 
do as mech god as I can with hoth, 
One part of it | am (we you have done, 
by recommending Mr. Stevwright to me. 
I have heard of a performance of his re- 


lative to the Hebrew language, for which 


1 am i, quitiag.— 1 have got his Princi- 
ples, Religious and Political ; a work that 
ſhews much good ſenſe and reading, and 
hath given me moch information con- 
ceri.ing the ſtate of Epiicopacy in Seot- 
land. I ſhould be glad to fee him re- 
waid:d in proportion to his merit; but 
one half of the in my gift 
are no beiter, all things conſidered, than 
| | 5 A ; what 
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what he hath already; and there are, 
amongſt the Engliſh clergy, thrice as 
many claimants, on good grounds, for 
the other half, as 1 ſhall live to gratify. 
Beſides, IT ſhould do Scotland an injury 
by taking ſuch a man out of it. I mult 
therefore content myſelf with deſiring 
you to put the incloſed little note into 
his hands, and to tell him, that if I live 
another year, and do not forget, which 
laſt I hope vou will prevent, notice ſhall 
be taken of him again, by your friend 
and fervant. 
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LETTER LIXV. 


John Carden 10 Archbiſhop Secker, ia 
retura to the above. 


- Mayzt pleaſe your Grace, june 5, 1767. 
AM inftantly favour-d with your's of 
the 25th ult. and have communicated 

the me to Nr. Sevwright. The ho- 


nour you have conferred on me by your 


lpeedy and effeAunl reply, though far 
beyond what I could have hoped for, is 
at prefent ſaallowed up in the more ſub- 
ſtaptial joy which 1 feel in living in theſe 
days when ove is found at the head of the 
church of England who knows ſo well to 
make a proper ue of that power and 
thoie riches, Which Almighty, goodneſs, 
out of mercy to manxmd, has been g:a- 
ciouſly pleaſe! to below vpon to much 
merit. Methinks at prefe:t I feel and 
fully underfiand what St. Paul meant, 
when he fir, „ that for a good man one 
« would even dare to die.“ What Mr. 
Si-ywright's feelings are, your Grace 
will bet unde: 1nd from himſelf, for be 
allo is to write to you. Sure Lam I ſur- 
p iſed him. From the experience 1 have 
of him, I have reafon to think, that the 
moe you: Grace | knows of him, the 
better you will he pleaſed with hun, and 
the leſs you'll think your favours m'fa,- 
plied. He is a man of ewricg, and one 
whote walk und converſation feem wo:thy 
of his calling, He tas now got the 
{-verth child, and the wi'e is preſently 
on the ſtraw, fo that the ten pound note 
came ſeaſmably. May thoſe ſenſations 
that a good. man feels upon doing a ge- 
nerous action, be your Grace's conſtant 
attendant; in one word, may Gold bleſs 


von, and preſerve you long to bleſs” 


others! With the preateſt rezard and 
affe tion, I am your Grace's, &c. 
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LETTER IN. 


Archbiſhoþ Secker to à Clergyman al. 
ai plied to him for Advice an bis Sor, 
becoming a Catvinift, 

1 AM very foiry that your ſon hath givin 
you caule of unealineſs. But as a 221 

of God, though in part not according tg 

knowledge, influences him, his preler: 

{tate is far better than that of a profane 

or vicious perſon z and there is ground 

hope, that through the divine blefling ut 

y. ur mild inſtructions and aff: Gionate x. 

poſtulations, he may be gradually brought 

into a temper every way Chriſtian, Per. 
haps you and he differ, even now, lch 
than you imagine: for I have obſave, 
that the Methodiſts and their oppole;s 
are apt to think too ill of each other's. 
zions. Our clergy have dwelt tov nuch 
upon mere morality, and too little on the 
peculiar doctrines of the Goſpel: and 
hence they have been charged with being 
more deficient in this laſt reſpect thn 
they are; and even with diſbelieving, ct 
however lighting, the principal peints u. 
' revelation. They in their turns have te. 
proached their accuſers with enthutakic 
imaginations, irrational tenets, and di. 
1egard to the common ſocial duties, at 
which many of them perhaps are litle if 
at all guilty. Who the Author of the 
 Adirefs to the Clergy “, Cc. is, I am 
totally ignorant; he ſeems a pigus and 
well-meaning man, but grievoully uncha- 
ritable in relation to the clergy, without 
perceiving it, and a litile tinQtured wih 
Autinomianiſm—l hope without being 
hurt by it himſelf. God grant that nv- 
thing which he hath written may fu! 
others! As Mr. P mentions Mr, 
B t to your fon, I ſend you ſome le. 
teis relative to him, which ill ſhew jou 
more fully my way of thinking about 
Moethodiſts, and perſons conſidered 2 
a-kin to them: you will be pleaſed io f. 
turn them. For the ſame pmpoſe I adl 
copy of an unpubliſhed, though printed, 
Charge, which you may keep as à prelent 
tom your loving brother, &c. . 
Since Mr, B t left my dioceſe, | 
have never heard of him till now. 


* This was a pamphlet entitled, © * 
« Addreſs to the Clergy, concerning th. 
« Departure from the DoQrines of Rec. 
© mation,” . dedicated to his Grace tte 
Archb;ſhop of Canterbury. By a Member 
of the Eſtabliſhed Church, 5 vo. 1767. 
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8 E-C:T TON A 
FROM THE LETTERS OF DOCTOR SAMUEL JOHNSON. 


EET TEES 


Dr. Johnſon to Mr. Pennick in favour 
of Mr. Thrale, as Candidate to re/reſent 
the Borough of Southwark, 

SIR, | 

I AM flattered by others with an honour 
with which I dare not preſume to flat- 

ter myſelf, that of having obtained f. 

much of your kindnefs or regard, as that 

my recommen«lation of a candidate for 

Somhwark may have ſome influence in 


| determining you: vote at the appruaching 


election. As a man is willing to believe 
well of himfſclf, | now indulge my va- 
nity, by ſoliciting your vote and intereſt 
for Mr, Thrale, whoſe encomium I ſhali 
make-very compend:oully, by telling you 
that you would moſt certataly vote for 
hm if you knew hin, I ought to have 
waited en you with this requeſt,” even 
though my right to make it had been 
gre ter; bat, as the election approaches, 
and I know pot how long I ſhall be de- 
tained here, I hype you will not impute 
ns unceremonions treatment to any wart 
of telyect in, Sir, your molt obedient 
ſervant. 


RR 
Dr. Jabnſan to Mrs. Thrale. 


Madam, Ox'o:d, Ap il 28th, 1788. 
[! indeed a great alleviation of fick- 

neſo ta be natt-d by a mother, and it 
sen comfort in return to have t pro- 
ect of being nurſe 1 by a daughter, even 
* that hour hen all human attention 
Tut be vain, From that ſoctal deſire of 


being valuable to each ober, which pro- 
dures kindneſs ard officiouſneſs, it pro- 
ceeds, and muſt proceed, that there is 
lome pleature in being able to give pain. 


Jo roll the weak eve of helpleſs anguiſh, 


and fre nothing on any ſde but cold in- 
difference, wiil, I hope, happen to 
none whom I love or value; it may tend 
to withdraw the mind trom life, but has 
no tendency to kindle thoſe affections 
which fit us for a purer and a nobler 


tate. 


Vet when any wan finds himſelf diſ- 
poſed to complain with how little care he 
is regarded, let him ref]-& how little he 
contributes to the happ.neſs of others, 
and how little, for the moſt part, he fuf- 
fers fiom their pains. It is perhaps not 
to be lamenie4, that thoſe ſolicitudes are 
not long nor frequent, which muſt com- 
monly be vain; no: can we wonder that, 
in a late in which all have fo much to 
feel of their owa evils, very few have 
leiſure for thaſe of anvther. However, 
it is ſo ordered, that few ſuffer for want 
of affittanc-; and that kindneſs which 
could not aſſi, however pleafin>, may 
be ſpared. | | 


Theſe reflections do not grow out of 


any diſcontent at C—'s behaviour: he 
has been neither negligent noi trouhle- 
ſome; nor qo I love kim lets for having 
been ill in his houſe. This is no (mall 
degree of praiſe, Jan better, having 
ſcaice eaten for ſ:ven days. I hall come 
home on Saturday. I am, &c. 


LETTER 
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Dr. Jobnſon to Mrs. Tbrale. 
Madam, On d. June 29, 1769. 
ESIOD, who wis very wite in his 
time, though noihivg to ſuch wife 
people as we, fays, hat the evil of the 
worſt times has ſome peod mingled with 
it. Heſiod was in the right Th ſe 


time are not much to ny wind; 1 am 
Not. well; but in theſe mes you are ſate, 


and have brought a pretty little Miſs, I 
always wiſhed ji; mi. ht be a Miſs, and 
now that wiſh is gratificd, .roibing 1e 
mains but that I intreat you to take care 
of yourſeli ; for Whatever number of 
girls ur boys you may piye vs, we are 
far from being certain that any of them 
will ever do for vs what you can do; it is 
certain that they cannot now do it, and 
the ability which they want, they are 
no: likely to gain but by your precepts 
and your example ; by an example of ex- 
celle ce, and by the admonitions of 
truth. | 

Mr. .Thrale tells me, that my fur- 
lough is fho-teget ; I am always ready to 
obey orders, i Have not vet found any 
place trum which I ſhall not willingly de 
wi to co e-baik wo you, Iam, dea eſt 
ady, your, &c. | 


. 
From the ſame to the ſame. 
Dear Madam, Aſtbourne, Juiy 3.1771. 


L* Saturday ] came to Aſhbourne ; 


the dangers or the pl-aſures of the 
journey 1 have at preſent no diſpontion 
to recount ; «te might 1 paint the beau- 
ties of my native plains; might I tell of 
&« the Files of nature, a d the cha:ms of 
«Kar';” eiſe might I relate how I crofſed 


the Staftoriſhire canal, one of the great 


efforts of human labour, ard human 
contrivance ; which, from the bridve on 
which I viewed it, paſſed away on either 
fide, and Iofes welt in diftant regions, 
uniting waters that name had divided, 
and dividing lands which nature had 
uniied, I might tell how theie reffec- 
tions fermented in my mind eth the chaiſe 
ſtopped at Aſhbourne, at Aſhbourne in 
the Peak. Let noi the barren name of 
the Peak ter it) you; I have never 
wanted firawherries and cream. The 
great bull“ has no diſcaſe but age. 1 


* A favourite bull of Dr. Taylor. 


liberality of her hand by the elegance of 


But complaints are vain; we will 'y 


Book I. 
hope in time te be like the great bull. 
! 


and hope you will be like him too a hüt. 
dred years hence. 1 am, &c 


LETTER TY. 


From the Jane to the ſame, 


Litchſicld, 
Deai Madam, Sat. Aug. 3, 1971, 
F you were well enough to write | 
Tueſday, you will furely be wel 
enguph to 1ead on Monday; and de- 
fore I will now wijte to you as betete. 

Having ſtayed my month with Leid, 
I came away on Wednef1ay, leaving hig, 
I think, in a diſpohtion of mind not very 
uncommon, at once wea'y of my ty; 
and-grieve'} at my d-parture, 

My purpoſe was to have made hafte ty 
you and Streatham ; and who would har 
expected that 1 ſhould be ſtopped by 
Lucy? Heating me give Francis ores 
to lake us places, ſhe told me that | 
mould not go till after next week. | 
thought it proper to comply; for I wa 
pleaſed to find that 1 could pleaſe, and 
pieud of ſhewing you that I do nit cone 
an unverſat outcatt. Lucy is likewiſe x 
very peremptory maiden ; and of | hat 
gone without permiſſion, I am nt vi 
ſure that I might have been welconk a 
another time, 

When we meet, we may compare our 
different uſes of this interval. I tall 
charge you with having hngeredaway, 
expeclation and diſappomiment, two 
months, which are bob phyſically aud 
n.orally contidertd as analogous to the 
fervid and vigorous part of human lite; 
two months, in which Natwe exe:ts al 
her powers of benefaction, and gracesthe 


her ſmile ; two months, which, as Dev- 
dle ſays, „you never ſaw before,” 24 
which, as La Bivuyere ſays, * you fla! 


„ never fee again“ 


to do better another time.— To-morros, 
and to-n-orrow.—A few dehgns and a 
few failures, and the time of deſigning 
will be pait. | 

Mr. Seward left Litchfield yeſterday, [ 
am aid, not much mended by bs 
opauyry” He put poſes to wait on se, 
— it envy add ths much miſchief, be 
would have much to dread, fnce he vill 
have the pleaſure of ſeeing you ſoore! 
than, dear Madam, your, Kc, 


— 


— T „ „ woe & . © 2 
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rr 
From the ſame to the ſame. 


Madam, Tu-ſday, Jan 26, 1773. 
{ ps iacqualities ot human life have 


always empl ed the m-OHtation of 


deco thinkers, and | cannot to. hear to 
i. on the differen. e between you. 
conli ion and my own You live upon 
mock turtle and ſtewed rumps of beet ; 
| dined yeſt-rday upon crumpels. You 
ft with pariſh officers, carelhng and 
ca ele, the do] of the table, and the 
wouder of the day. 1 pine in the toh- 
tale of nekaeſs, not bad enough to be 
pitied, aud not well envugh to be en- 
ined, You fleep away the night, and 
Lwgh of froll away the diy. 1 cough 
ad grumble, asd grumble and cough. 
Lit ght Was very tedio 8, and this 
(tay makes no promiſes of much eaſe. 
However ! have this day put on my 
e, and hope that Gout is gone. 1 
ail have omy the cough to contend 
with, ande doubt whether all get 
rd of that without change of place. I 
aht cold in the coach as I went away, 


* : [1 1 0 1 * n 
d 4p die red bv very Inttie thin s. 


en accrecit or aze ? 1 an, deare!t 


Mam, &c. 


rern VI 


Frem the ſame to the ſame. 


Dear Madam, Marc? 17, 1771. 
TV tell you that am ſorry both for the 
poor lady and for you is uſ-lets. I 
canyot help either of you. T he weaknef(s 
of nugd 1s perhaps only a calual interrup- 
non or inter mon of the attention, uch 
4 we al] juff-r- when ſome werghty care 
or Crgert calamity has poſſeſſion v1 the 
mon. She will compoſe je: ielf. She is 
es ing to die, and the arlt conviction 
ot aphugac ing deat raiſes great pertur- 
hate, thick the has but very lateiy 
tron.ht dea h cloſe at hard. She will 
compe it hertelt to do that as wel: as (he 
can, which muſt at laſt he done. May 
ſie nat want th. Divine aſſidauce. 
You, Madam, will have a great loſe; 
a y ever than is common in the loſs of a 
went. Fill „our mind with hops of 
1 Happineſs, ard turn your thoughts 
Fit i tm who gives and takes away, 
wwe pefenc: the hving and dead are 
ng together. Then remember, 


E N 

that when this mournfyl duty is paid, 
others yet remain of equal obligation, 
and, we may hope, of leſs painful per- 
formance, Griet 1s a tpecies of idleneſs, 
and the neceſſity of attention to the pre- 
lent pre terves us, by the merciful diſpon- 
tion of Provide ce, from being lacerated 
and devoured by forrow fy: the palt. 
You muit think on your huſband and 
your children, and do what this dear lady 
has lone for you. 

Nut 10 come to town while the great 
ſtruagle continues is undoubtediy well 
retulved. But do not barais yourſelf. 
ito danger; you owe the care of your 
health to all that love you, at lealt to ail 
whom i is vour duty to love. You can- 
not vive {ch a mother tov much, if you 
do nt give her what belongs to another. 
I ain, &c. 


LETTER - VIIL 
From the ſame to the ſame. 
Dear Madam, April 27, 1773. 
Here is more pleaſi g than fear, but 
not lets taflacious; you know, when 


you do not try to dec*1ve you: felf, that 
the hae which at lat is to deftray, 


mon be gradually growing worſe, and 


thit it 1s vain to wiſh for more than that 
the deicen! to death may be (low and 
cy. In this wiſh I join with you, and 
hope it will be granted. Dear, dear 
lay, whenever ſhe is loſt the will be 
mitted, and whenever ſh= is remembered 
the will be lamented. Is it a good or an 
evil ro me that ſhe now loves me? It 18 
lurely a good; tor you will love me 
better, and we thall have a new principle 
of concord ; and I thill be happier with 
honett forrow, than with ſullen indiffer- 
ence; and ta hippier itili than with 
counterfeited ly --palhy. 3 a 

| am reai0:ing upon a principle very 
far from certain, à confidence of ſurviv- 
ance. You or 1. or both, may be called 
into the preſence of the Sup eme Judge 
before hes. | have lived a life of which 
I 49 not like the review. Surely I ſhall 
in time live beter, 

] fat dewn with an intention to write 
high complunents, but my thoughts have 
taben another cowſe,, and ſome other 
time muſt now ſerve to tell you with what 
other emotions, henevolerce, and hd-lity, 


I am, &c, 


: 
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LETTER IX. 


Mrs. Thrale to Dr. Jobnſon. 


May 23, 1773. 
1 WRITE again, dear Sir, though the 
time of meeting is fo near, and ſhould 
he ſorry to think my flattery. did not 
pleaſe you— if flattery it is—but I call it 
honeſt praiſe. Other people make more 
buſtie about your merits every day, and 
you bear them patiently enough ; pray 
let my incenſe- pot have a place among 
the re(t. Mr. Thrale ſwears he found 
you cone morning laſt week in the midit 
of a heap of men, who, he ſays, carried 
exch a braſs- headed cane in his hand, 
and that they were all flattering away 
a qui mieum mitux. Smely there was not 
in the-whole company one to be found 
who attered expreſlions of efteem with 
more incerity than myſelf; none of them 
think you as Much exalted dei the cam- 
mon herd of mortals as I think you; and 
none of them can praiſ- you from a purer 
motive, It is my conſolation to have 
a wile fneod, my delight to declare that 
F know him frch; nor is this a time 
when | can affud to loſe either delight 
or conjolation, Should a man poteit 
indeed, that a fewer fit Would be more 
welcome to bm than the «deteting me 
in an error, I might r-afonably enough 
begin to be lun, and fear that he 
was flaiteeing me grots:!y-—but I never 
. 014 rent my partialny ww any terms half 
as violent as thoſe; and yet dear Mr. 
 Johnſ{>n, who gravely ſays that. of old 
Celine, has the courare to reprove me 
. tos flattering. 
Well! | vas told dus morning, that 
6— U—— ks very highly of 
cur mafter up avd down 3 as | belieys 
he hates us all. he cannot be accuſed of 
playing the ſycophant: the extorted 
praiſe of an every howeves, though in 
many relpeers graute } enough, has trome- 
what cfientive in it too, like the coarſe 
pe! finme vi ame | y cbm cal operations 
on ap iſe nos ſubiia, ce, while the natural 
emanation of a fri-pdt's good will re- 
ſ-mbles the reviving j ent of a vegetable 
fragrance, I am glad, ar all events, tha: 
he 1s forced to freak reſp-Atully, and 
eve" my poor mo her enjoys the thought. 
Wust a los am 1 about to endure in 
hr denh! Let e hope that your kind- 
nels may provy „ to fouthe the pain, 
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and as far as it is poſſible to fil 
cheſm ; though you ſhall permit me to 


up the 


add my firm perſuaſion that all endez. 
vours will be inſufficient. If the Ee. 
ror of China ſhould take from one of hi 
Uaves the liberty of ever more taſting 
water, rice, or tea, he would be very (| 
compenſated, poor foul! by the free vj 
of every —_— his maſter's magrifcer 
table could afford him. No comparicn 
however wile, no friend however uje{! 
can be to me what my mother has been; 
her image will long purſue my far; 
her voice for ever hang in my ears; ny 
her precepts but fink into my bean 
When fortune is taken away, chance g 
diligence may repair it; fame likewi 


has been found not wholly irrecovernble 


My loſs alone can neither be refers 
nor ſupplied in this world; I will try n 
turn my beſt thoughts upon another, 
Meanwhile, a million of things pre 
upon me here, and force me to defend ; 
polt ſcarcely tenable ; give me your com. 
pany, your counſel, and your prayer, 
for I am ever, your tiuly faitht1] fer 
vant. 


LETTER 
Dr. Jobnſon to Mrs. V rale. 


Dear Madam; May 24, 17727 
MY fever has departed ; but has | 
me a ve'y ſeveie inflainmation in ti! 
ſeeing eye. I take phylic, and do rt 
eat. 
Recommend me to the poor dear l, 
whom I hope to fre again, however ge. 
lancholy mult be the interview. She (3 
row qui-kly to do, what I cant rs 
tonably hope ro put off long. 

Res figua diu mertalibus ulla e; 
and which is at no great diſtance fron 
the youngelt, I have the ſame hope 8. 
por: X—— 

You do not tell me whither the your? 
lovers are Zone, I am glad**** 
gone with them. What a life do then 
image ia futwity | how unlike to Wilt 
they are to find it! But to-morrow s 
„ld deceivet, and his cheat never ges 
ſtale. I fapvole they go fo Scotlen 


Was“ *# drefſed @ /a Neſvitienne 
I ſha!} not, I think, go imo the cht 
try till you are ſo kind as to fetch n+) 
unleſs ſome flronger invitation ſbould“ 
offered than J have yet found. ; l 
The difference between praife and fat 


„ two 


4 


EU 


tery is the ſame as bet ween that hoſpita- 
lun that ſets wine. enough before the 
ovelt, and that which forces him to be 
dunk, If you love me, and ſurely I 
kope you do, why ſhould you vitiate my 
mind with a falſe opinion of its D9wn Me- 
ir? why ſhould you teach it to be unſa- 
ified with the civility of every other 
place? You know how much | honour 
you, and you are bound to ule your me 
Aucnce well. 

Do rot let your own dear ſpirits forſake 
von. Your talk at preſent is heavy, and 


yet you purpoſe to take me; but 1 hope 


Seck. III. R 


ect. 


| ſhall take from it one way what I add 


other, I purpoſe to witch the mollia 
timtora fundi, and to talk, as occations 
offer, to . I am, &c.. 


. 
Mrs. Thrale ta Dr. Jeb ſon. 


; Fr.day. 
INCLOSE my letter to our new mar- 
ried wan. — Bling ite me home at 

diu“, and ſay you like ii at leaſt as 

wiil as Swift's, which you do rot like, 


10 the lady. Adieu. 


ilrs. Thrale to Mr. , ancloſed 
in the foregoing letter io Dr. Johnſon, 


My dear Sir, 


| RECSIVED the news of your mar- 
age with innnite delight, and hove that 
the ti cri with which 1 with your hap- 
pine ſe, may excuſe the liberty 1 rake in 
swing vou a few rules whe:ehy more 
I fre vau mile at 
y wong-hraded kindneſs, and reflecting 
on the charms of vour brite, cry out in 
i rapture, that you are happy enough 
Without my rules: I know vou are; hut 
after one of the forty vears, which J hope 


vou will paſs pl: afingly together, are 
over, this tote may come in turr, and 
ms for fehicty may „t he found unne- 
clay, however Com: of then may ap- 


1 1 ' 
Peat (11H Gicable. 


certainly ko Obtain it. 


» 


Could that kind of love be kept alive 
Uouwh the martiase ſtate, winch makes 
ine charm of a ſmele one, the ſovereign 
good would no longer be ought for; in 
the union of two fanhful lovers it would 
be found: but reafon thews us that this 
is impolfible, and experience informs us 


„ 9 * 3 
H- did being it the fame evening, zn! 
Fon am 13 dents ic he” . 
acute wich Bis app: obation, 
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that it never was ſo; we muſt preſerve 
it as long, and ſupply it as happily as we 
can. : 

When your preſent violence of paſſion 
ſubſides however, and a more cool and 
tranquil aff-Hion takes its place, be not 
haſty to cenſure yourtelf as indifferent, or 
to lament yourſelf as unhappy ; you have 
loit that only which it was wwpollible to 
retain, and it were graceleſs amid the 
pleaſures of a proſperous ſummer to re- 
giet the blofloms of a wankent ſpring. 
Neither unwarily condemn your bride's 
inhpidity till you have recollected that no 
object however fublime, no ſounds how- 
ever cha ning, can continue to tianſport 
us wih delight when they no longer ſtrike 
us with roveliy. Ihe tkill to renovate 
the p;wers of pleaſing is ſaid indeed to 
be poſſeſled by fome women in an emi- 
nent degree, but the artifices of maturity 
are ſeldom ſren to adorn the innocence 
of youth ; you have made your choice, 
and ought to approve it. | : 

Suiety follows quick upon the heels of 
poſſeſſion; and to be happy, we mult al- 
ways have ſomething in view. The per- 
ſon of your lady is already all your own, 
and will not grow more pleating in your 
eyes doubt, though the vet of your ſex 
will think her handfomer for theſe dozen 
years. Tutu therelore all your attention 
to her mind, which will daily grow 
brighter by poliſhing. Study ſome ealy 
[er-nce togetinc i, and acquire a limlarity 
ot taltes while you enj y a community of 
Pleaſures. Vu will, by this means, 
hive many i ages in common, and be 
treed tiom the neceſſity of ſ-parating to 
f1 41 amuſement; nothing 18 40 dangerous 
to weden loves the llihility ot either 
t. 8 happy Cut of (he company of tlic 
other; endeavour theiclg:'e to cement 
the preſont intimacy on every fide; let 
your wite never be kept ignorant of your 
come, your expences, your friendſhips, 
or auverions, E her Eno Your very 
fauits, but make them arable by your 
v'rtues;  conliier all concealment xs a 
breuch of hdelry ; let her never hive 
ery thing to find out ia your character, 
and remember, that trem the moment 
one of the_pwitners tuns ſpy upon the 
other, they have commerce! a ftate of 
hoitility. | | 

Scek not for happineſs in ſiogularity ; 
and diead a fefinement of wiiom as a 
deviatioa into folly, Liſten not to thoſe 

; lages 


+ 


* 


- 
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ſages who adviſe you always to ſcorn the 
counſel of a woman, and it you comply 
with her requeſts pronunnce you to be 
wile-ridden, Ihk not any privaiton, 
except of poſitive evil, an excellence, and 
do not congratulate you telf that your 
wife is not a learned lade, that ſhie never 


touches a card, cor is wholly ignorant, 


how to make a pudding, Cards, 
cookery, aid learning, arc all good in 
their places, and may al! be uſed with 
advantage, | 

. Witn regard to expence, I ca only 
oblci ve that the money laid out in the 
purchaſe of diſtinction is felon oO! ever 
profitably em loyed. We live io an age 
when ſplendid furniiwme and glittering 
£quipage are'grown too common tv catch 
the notice of the meangſt {,eclator, and 


for the greater ones they only tegard our 


walieful folly with filent contempt, er 
open indignation. — Inis way perhaps 
be a diſpleaſing te fleclin, but the fol- 
lowing conſideration ought tv make 
amends. .The age we live in, pays, I 
think, peculiar *trert10n to the Maher 
diſtinctions of wit, kuywle''ge, ard vir- 
rue, to which we may moet teiy, more 


cheaply, and movie hono'rably af we.” 


The giddy flirt of quali:y frets at the re - 
ſpect the lers paid o 14dy Edhecu.ube, 
and the gay dance fus ping fra part- 
ner, While Jones the Orieutalilt jeads up 
the ball. : 

I faid that the perſon of your lady 
would not grow more pleating to you, but 
pray let her never ſutpe*t that it grows 
leſs ſo: that a woman will pardon an at- 
front to her wade fanling much looner 
than one to her perten is well know: 
nor will any of vs contiach$& the aſſertion, 
All our attainnents, all our arts, are 
employ: d 10 gain and keep the heart of 
man; and whar mor uhcation can exceed 
the difappoiutiment, it the end be wot ob- 
tained! There is po teproof however 
pointed, nv puniſument however ſevere, 
that a woman of ſpi1-t will not prefer to 
negledt ; and it the can endure it without 
cony!a1t, it only proves that ſhe means 
to make herſelf am ids by the te- tion 
of otheis { 04 the li hts of he: uſb ud. 
For this. avd for every reaſon, ii be- 
hoves a warned man rot to let his polite- 


refs tal. though bis a:dour may abate, 


but ' ictain, 'a! leaſt, that genetal civi- 
hey towards his own lady which he is fo 
willing to pay to every other, and not 
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ſhew a wife of eighteen or twenty year 
old, that every man in company can nen 
her with more complaiſance than he wa 


ſo often vowed to her eternal tondil, 


It is not my opinion that a you: 
woman ſhould be indulged in every will 
wiſh of her gay heart or giddy head, by 
contradiction may be foftened by * 
meltic kindneſs, and quict pleaſures (14, 
uuted in the place of n ity ones, Paß. 
he amu ements are not indeed (© ebe 
hve-as is ſometimes ima-ined, War 1. 
tend to alienate the minds of mins; 
p: ople from each other. A well ch & 
foctr'y of friends and acquaintarce, my 
eminent for virtve and good ſe { (54, 
for gaety and fplendour, where the © 4. 
rer ſa ion of the day way affor comet 
for the evempg, ſeems the mot rations 
pleaſure this erat town can afford; wy 
to this, a game at cards now and the 
gives an ad-:;nonal reliſh. 

I hat your own ſuperiority ſhoull . 
ways be ſcen, but never felt, teems 41 
excellent general rule. A wife ſh ul 
o''!thhive her huſband in nothing, voters 
in her diets. If the happens to hav 1 
taſte tor the trifling digi, Eons that fiven 
can counter, {fer her not for a mower! 
to fancy, hen flie appears. in pubic 
that Sn [.\ward or the Co one ne foe 
gen lemen than her huſband. The bare 
of m mied happineſs among the city nA 
in general has been, that finding theme 
unnt tor polite life, they tran8teried ther 
va'itiy to their Jadies, dreffel then g 
gaily, and ſent them out a gallantry, 
while the googel man Wis to leg ie WI.1 
port wine or rum punch, perhaps wos 
mean companions, a ter the compte g. 
houſe was ſliut; this practice produced 
tne ridicule thrown on the in all once. 
mers and novels ſinct commerce gn 
to pt. But now that I am ſo t 
iht ſubject, a word or two on jaw") 
may vot be amiſs, for though not a , 
ing of the preſen! age s growth, pet!“ 
ſeeds of it are too certainly ſown mr? 
warm boſom for us io negleRt it as alas! 
of ro conſquence It yeu at ef 
temp!ed to be jealous, watch yo"! * 


. '1 ke 
nanowly, but never *eize her; te. 0! 


your jcalouſy, hut COnce {| your ſuſpiciers 
jet her, in ſhort, be ſati>fied thet it 3 
only your odd temper, and even troub.t- 
{ome attachment, that makes you follo® 
her; but let her not dream that you et 


doubted ſeriouſly of her virtue even 10! 
momes 
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moment, If ſhe is diſpoſed towards jea · 
louſy of you, let me beſeech you to be 
always explicit with her, and never my- 
& cjous : be above delighting in her pain 
of all things, — nor do your buneſs, nor 
pay your viits with an air of concealment, 


when all you are doing might as well be 
| proclaimed perhaps in the pariſh veltry. 


But 1 will hope better than this of your 


tenderneſs and of your virtue, ad will 


releaſe you f.om a lecture you have ſo 


very little need of, unleſs your extreme 


youth aud uncommon regard will ex- 
cule it. An. now farrwell; make my 
lundett compliments to your wife, and be 
he ppy in proportion as ba, pineſs is willed 
yuu by, deai dir, &c. 


Enn 
Mes. Thrale to Dr. Jobrſon. 


| IS {pite of dicullies, diſtance, and a 


long et cetera, | will venture this one 
Itter to Edwburgh —tBut 1 have not 
wiitten Dear Sir at the top, and fo l ſhall 
br ſcolded to! the beginning—whereas if 
Dear Sit comes in at all, what can it 
Hanif where ff Our children are all 
happily got through the menſles; and 
litle Suſan beit of all, tor whom I was 
molt afraid. 

| haye ade mv preſents, e- 
ceived his with rears of ackrowledg- 
ment; and roiher man looke1 out the 
felt words he could find; but they 
cant attachment and grainude, | 

We talk of nothing but Italy. My 
miſter lays, you will rat have done us 
ail the goo! you can, unleſs you go with 
lun to Rome, and point his curicſity to 
pr. prey Ohjedts. He will not die without 
eng that capital he ſacats. 

The Queen is {aid to be in danger; 

God prefer ve her for every rezfon. She 
has no diforder but min, and if that 
fond be fatal! 
Milne ſhone away o' Tueſday, He 
% you go on the wrong ſide of Scot- 
land to ſce wood; you muſt retwin by the 
other coalt. Oh! cried Maſter, you 
may all truſt Boſwcll—he'll ſhew his 
cauntiy off o the beit advantage. We 
had a world of ſriends yi; ſtertay 3 and all 
talked of you; and all talked well 
Burke beſt. Mr. Thrale would not be 
flent then ; he even battled for at:ention j 
but tis his favourite ſubject, 


E N T. 75 
E y is. ſorry for Lord 
122 Tis dreadful Gs of 
wounds made by our own childten. R—, 
the ſurgeon, is juſt now expired of the 
ſame diſeaſe, ar M-—— came to us 
to forget it; I believe there was much 
confi:ience between then. Mr. M——— 
was robbed. going home two nights ago, 
and had a comical converſation with the 
highwayman, about behaving like a gen- 
tleman. He paid four guineas for it. 

Your lait letter was charming. It 
tels me about the place; but I want to 
hear of the bard inbabitant. Mean time 
I have ſeen little, except the man that 
ſaw the mouſe, He ſ:ems very ill, and 
very wild ; I fancy he wants a goyerneſs z 
eur merits, as uſual, were talked of; 
and he made choice of your health as the 
ſ.bje& of his eulogium. 

Beh C would do well enough, if 
her huſband, whom you call Hoggarel, 
did not take away her money as faſt as 
the got It. | 

We have had a great thunder-ftorm. 
I: has even ſplit the obeliſk in St. George's 
Fields; no _exa:geration in this; you 
may ſee the crack when you come home. 

r Beattie is ay charming as ever; 
and I like his lady ex remely Very 
pretty, very pleafing ſhe is. Every 
body rejoices that the Nofor will get his 
. 5 7 every One loves him but Gold- 
{mith, who ſays he cannot bear the fight 
of ſo much applauſe as we all beſtow upon 
him. Did he not tell us ſo himielf, who 
could helieve he was fo anazingly i- 
na'ured ?. 

„„ and her huſband (et out ve 
prettily, and will, I hope, (ek io the 
city. Luthbury, as you ſay.— How in 
the world came you to think of Loth - 
bury ? af 

The Oppoſition fo}ks 4ell us, tis no 
joke to deſpiſe the Americans now; but 
our maſter ſays, that their rejoicing is 
only jutt as my little children rejoiced yeſ- 
terday, and danced about for delight, 


| becauſe Jack the idle boy refuſed to obey 


the ga1dener, and ſaid he ſhould grow 
big enough in a year to beat him. 80 
here's modern politics in a leiter from 
me ; yes, and a touch of the Punic war 
too; for Mr, * * # ® deſired to conſult 
with me, forſooth, -inſte#d of my huſ- 
band, about his p ivate affairs ; and faid 
how A—— and $—-- had demanded 
their money, but he thought it imprudent 

to 


5B | 
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to pay them juff now, as caſh ran low. 
Why that, Sir, faid I, is the very reaſon 
you ſhould pay them; and thereupon did 
„tell him how the old Romans were be- 
 Geged by Brennus tillfamine had encou- 
raged him to hope for their giving up on 
any terms, and how, to take all ſuch 
hope away, they threw their laſt loaves 
over the wall, witir an air, and made him 
believe tney had bread enough within. 
And now, thinks I, Mr. Johnſon ſays 
that hiſtory never is good to illuſttate 
common 8 but J fay, 
When houſe and land are gone and ſpont, 
"Then learning is moſt excellent, | 
[ ſte you e happy —that is, divert- 
ed; and lam very deſirous to help to di- 
vert you, But I am fer from happy; 
my mother is dead; my Lucy fick ; my 
uncle ill; and myfelf tex up from at- 
tending him by Seawy duties and forrows 
at hore, 
neſs: any man might catch cold in his 
ear, I ſuppoſe, doing what you do, ard 
change of ir and climate and all. IL with 1 
was deaf to many things 1 am forced to 
hear, that are very diſagiceable, What 
ails dear Lucy I cannot gueſs, but her 


ear is affected ſure enough, and ſhe goes 


about with h.r head on one fide, 
Well! nis beiter talk of Iceland. 
Gregory challenges you fer an Iceland 
expe.!1tzon ; but 1 truſt there is no need; 
I ſuppoſe good eyes might reach it from 
ſome of the places you have been in. 
Adieu, dear Sir, all our efflictions 
make us turn our heads towards you 
ai d you will cone back tous; but I daily 
miſs more and more another dear, dear 
friend — who never will come back to 
your, &c. Ne: | 


LETTER XIII, 


Dr. Johnſon to Mrs. Thrale. 


| EJinburgh, 
NDeare:TMapam, November 12, 1773. 
A Mone the poſſibilities of evil which 

my 1maginaiion ſuggeſted at this di- 
(tance, I miſſed that which has really 
happened. I never had much hope ct a 
will in your tavonr, but was willing to 
believe that no will would have been made. 
The event is now irrevocable, it remains 
only to hear it, Not to wiſh it had been 
dit ent is impoſſible z but as the with is 
painful without uſe, it is not prudent, 


Vet you tret becauſe of deaf- 


month. 


Daar Madam, 
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perhaps not lawful, to indulge it. Az 
life, and vigour of mind, and ſprightli. 
neſs of imagination, and flexibility of at. 
tention, are given us for valuable and 
uſeful purpoſes, we mult not think our. 
ſelves at liberty to ſquander life, to 
ener vate intellectual ſtrength, to cloud 
our thoughts, or fix our attention, 
when by all this expence we know that 
no good can be produced, Be alone ax 
little as you can; when you are alore, 
do not ſuffer your thoughts to dwell on 


| what you might have done, to prevent 


this diſappointment. You perhaps could 
nat have done what you imagine, or 


| might have done it without effect. But 


even to think in the moſt reaſonable 
manner, is for the preſent not'ſo uſeful az 
not to think, Remit yourſelf ſolemaly 
into the hands of God, and then turn 
your mind upon the buſineſs and amuſe- 
ments which lie before you. “ All is 
« belt,” ſays Chene, ** as it has been, 
e excepting the etrots of our own free 
« will,” Burton conc:udes his long book 
upon melancholy with this important pre- 
cept, „ Be not ſolitary; be not idle.“ 
Remember Chene's polition, and obſerve 
Burton's precept. 4:14 

We came hither on the ninth of this 
I long to come under your care, 
but for ſome days cannot decently get 
away. They congratulate our return as 
if we had been with Phipps or Banks; ! 
am aſhamed of their falutations. 

I have been able to colle& very little 
for Queeney's cabinet; but ſhe will not 
want toys now, ſhe is ſo well employed. 
I wiſh her ſucceſs : and am not without 
ſome thought of becoming her ſchool- 
fellow. I have got an Italian Raſſelas. 

Surely my dear Lucy will recover; | 
with I could do ber good. I love her 
very much, and ſhould love another god. 
child, if I might have the honour of 
ſtanding to the next baby, I am, &c. 


% 


-LETTER-IFY, 
From the fame to the ſam. 


Lich ld, June 21, 78. 


OW I hope you are thinking, ſhall 1 
N have a letter to-day from Lichfield ? 
Something of a letter you will have; 


how elſe can I expect that you ſhould 


write? and the morning on wh 


ſhould miſs a letter would be a 1 


F<, 


ged. Ill. 


of vneaſineſs, notwithſtanding all that 


Stowhill, who do and ſay whatever good 
they can. They give me good wards, 
and cherries, and ſtrawberries. Lady 
„% and her mother and ſiſter were 
viſting there veſterday, and Ludy £94. 
took her tea before her mother. 

Mrs. Cobb is to come to Miſs Porter's 
this afternoon. Miſs A—— comes little 
near me. Mr. Langley of Aſhbourne 
was here to-day, in his way to Birming- 
ham, and every body talks of you. 

The ladies of the Amicable Society are 
to walk, in a few days, from the town- 
hall to the cathedral in proceſſion to hear a 
ſermon. They walk in linen gowns, and 
each has a Rick with an acorn; but for the 
acorn they could give no reaſon, till 1 
told them of the civic crown. . 8 

have juſt had your ſweet letter, and 
am glad that you are to be at the regatt1, 
You know how little I love to have von 


have every right to diſtindtion, and ſhou d 


therefore he di\tinguiſhed. You will ſee 


| a ſhow with philoſophic ſuperiority, and 

therefore may ſee it ſafely. It is eaſy to 
| talk of fitting at home contented, when 
| v1:rs are ſeeing or making ſhows, But 
ot to have been where it 18 ſuppoſed, 
| and ſeldom ſuppoſed falſely, that all would 
| do if they could; to be able to ſay no- 

tung when every one is talking ; to have 
| no opinion when every one is judging ; 
to hear exclamations of rapture Without 
| power to deptets; to liiten to falienoods 
without right to contradict, is, aſter all, 
2 ſtate of temporary inferiority, in which 
e mind 18 rather hardened by fiubborn- 
rels, than ſup orted by fortiude. If 
ne world be worth winning, let us en; y 
1; 4 1t 18 to be deſpiſed, let us deſpile it 
'y conviction. But the world is not to he 
delp1ſ-d but as it is compare with ſome- 
uns better, Company is in itſelf beiter 
tan ſolitude, and pleaſure better than 
ndolen:e. Ex nibils nihil fit, ſays the 
10:2] as well as natural pluloſopher. 
By doing no hing and by knowing na- 
ung no power of doing good can be ob- 


vm y oy yy 


Wat deſues to be uſefal. 


1 
bw; 


Every new 
e impreſſes new wleas, enriches the 
"magination, and enlirges the power of 
alan, by new topics of compariſon, 
1 that have teen the regatta will have 
zes which we who miſs it muſt wan', 
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would be ſaid or done by the ſiſters of 


left out of any ſhining part of life, Vo 


bined, He muſt mingle with the world 
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and no intellectual images are without 
uſe. But when you are in this ſcene of 
ſplendour and gaiety, do not let one of 
your fits of negligence ſteal upon you. 
Hoc age, is the great rule whether you are 
ſerious or merry; whether you are ſtat- 
ing the expences of your ſamily, learning 
ſcience or duty from a folo, or floating 
on the Thames in a fancied dreſs. Of 
the whole entertainment let me not hear 
ſo copious nor ſo true an account from 
any body as from you. I am, deareſt 
Madam, your, &c. 


LET TER + XV. 
From the ſame to the ſame. 

Dear MaDam, June 23, 1775. 

80 now you have been at the regatta, 

for | hope you got tickets ſomewhere, 
elſe you wanted me, and 1 ſhall not be 
ſorry, beciuſe you fancy you can do fa 
well without me; but however 1 hope | 
you got tickets, and were. diefſed fine 
and fanciful, and made a fine part of the 
fine ſhow, and heard muſic, and faid 
good things, and Raid ow the water four 
hours after m daigkt, and came well 
home, and (l-pt, and Are1me+! of the re- 
gatta, and waked, and found vour elf in 
bed, and thought now it is all over, only 
I mit write about it to Lichf-1d, 

We make a hard ſhift here to live on 
without a tegatta. The ch-rries ate ripe 
at Stowhill, and the curran's are ripen- 
ing, and the ladies are very kid to me. 
I wiſh, however, you would go to Surry, 
and come back; though I think it wiſer 
to Ray till the improvement in Ralph may 
hecome perceptible, elſe you will be apt 
to j:dge by your wiſhes and your imagi- 
nation. Let us in te mean time hope 
the beſt. Let me but know when you 
go, and when you come hack again. 

if you or Mr. Thrale woul4 write to 
Dr. Wetherell about Mr. Cuter, it will 
pleaſe Wetherell, and keep the bufineſs 
in motion. They know not otherwiſe 
how to communicate: news if. they have 
it, ; 

As to my hopes and my wittes, I can 
k-ep them to myſelf, They will perhaps 
grow leſs if they are laughed at. 1 
nied-d not tell them, but that J have lie- 
tle elſe to write, and I needed not write, 
but that I do rot like to be without hear- 
ing flom you, becauſe I love the Thrales 
and the Thralites. I am, &c. 
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'LBTTER xvI. 
Mrs. Thrale to Dr. Johnſon. 


Dzan Sik, Streatham, June 24, 1778. 
Y ovn letters are very kind and very 
pleaſing : the laſt came juſt as I was 
ſetting out for the regatta, of which you 
have a right to the beſt deſcription I can 
give; but firſt let us talk of oui ſelves, 
each other, and our friends. I am glad 
the Miſs Aſtons treat you with ſuch good 
things, but wonld not have the currants 


. of Stowhill pieferred to the grapes of 


Streatham, for that is mere partiality, a 
u ord you never uſe, fo you are bound to 
ſcorn the thing. Why does Miſs ** * * 
never find a place in the letters from 
Lichfield ? I thought her a mighty ele- 
gant amiable count: y lady. 

Mr. is pedontie enough; a 
good man, however, you ſay, and has a 
— deſire of being agrecable. Tis 
very flattering to me when people make 
my talents the ſubject of their praiſes, in 
order to obtain your favour. 

Lady * * fold not have taken the 
tea before her mother, that's certain, as 
her huſband is dead, and all pretence of 
ſupporting the rank he had given her 18 
paſt ; ſo not only natural but artificial pro- 
priet was violated, and I can find no ex- 
cuſe for her condu N, except too attentive 
an obſe: vation to dear Mr. Johnſon's odd 
ſpeeches againii parental authority. 

Now for the regatta, of which, Ba- 
retti ſays, the firſt noton was taken from 
Venice, wh re the gondoliers prattiie 
rowing againſt each other perpetually, 
and I due lay 'tis good diverfion where 
the | weather invites, and the water fe- 
dvces to ſach entertainments ;——here, 
however, it was not likely to aniwer ; 
and | think nohoCy was pleaſrd. 

Well! Croetus promiſed a reward, 
you remember, for him who ſhould pro- 
duce a new delight; but the prize was 
never obtained, for nothing that was 
new proved delightful; and Dr Gold- 

ſmith, thice thouland years afterwards, 
found out, that whoever did a new thing 
did a bad thing, and whoever faid a new 
thing laid a falſe thing.—So yeſtermorn- 
ing a flag flying from ſome confpicurues 
ſteeple in Weitminſter gave notice of the 
| approaching feſlival, and at noon the 
managers determined to hold it on that 
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day. In about two hours the wind roſe 


very high, and the river was exceeding! 
rough; but the lot was calt, and the Ja. 
dirs went on With their dreſſeg. It had 


been agreed that all ſhould wear white; 


but the ornaments were left io bur own 
choice. I was afraid of wot being fine 
enough: to I trimmen my white lute- 
firing with filver gauze, and wore black 
ribbons wtermixed, We had obtained 
more tickets than I hoped for, thi-wgh Sir 
Thomas Robinſon gave us nahe n laſt; 


but he gives one ſuch 3 profoßon of 


words, and bows, ang) compliments, tha 
] ſuppoſe he thinks every thing elſe fo. 
perfluous. Mr. Cator was the man for 3 
real favour at lait, whole character is di. 
rectly oppoſite, as yon know; hut if 
both are attuared by the ſpirit of kind. 
neſs, let us fry at leaſt to love them both, 


preſer the flronger effort of its pow'r, 
And juitly ct the gem above the flow? 


He wiſh-d Heſter to go, and ſhe wiſhed t 
too, and her father wiſhed u, £1 would 
not ſtand out, though my feats For her 
health and ſafety leſſened the pleaſure 
be! company always eins - The Aw 
nants then, Mr. Cato, Mr. Evans, Mr. 
Seward, and out ſelves ſet about being 
happy with all our might—and tried for 
a barge to flutter in all together, The 
baiges however were already full, ard 


we were to be divided and put into feps- 


rate boats. The water was rough, even 
ſeriouſly ſo; the time ghided away in de- 
liberation of what was to be done; ad 
we reſolved at laft to run to the houſe of a 
gentleman in the Temple, of whom ve 
knew nothing but that he was D'Ave- 
rant's friend, aud look at the race from 
his windows—then d. ive away for Rave- 
lagh in time to ſee the barges drawn up, 
au the company diſemba-k. Of the 
race, however, ſcarce any thing could 
be ſeen, for clouds 'of duſt that inter- 
cepted one's fight; and we have 90 
balconies to ſee ſhows from, as are pro- 
vided in countries where proceſſions make 
much of the means of entertainment z fo 
we diſcompoſed our head-dreffes ac 
each other, by ſtruggling for places u 
an open window, and then begged par- 
don with curtfies, which expoſed ovf 
tains to be trod on, and made us fil 
more out of humour. It was how*v*! 


real pleaſue to look at the crowd of ſpec· 
t i . ; tators- 


t 


E C 


. 


tators. Every ſhop was mut; every 
eet deſerted; and the tops of all ſuch 
houſes as had any catch of the river 
ſwarmed with people like bees ſcttſiag on 


a branch. Here is no exaggeration, 
upon my honour ; even the lamp irons on 
Wellmi fe bridge were converted into 
beats, while every lighier lying in the 
Thames bore men up to the top-matt 
heal, This was the true wonder of the 
diy. Baretti ſays, he will ſhew vs finer 
fiohts when we go to Italy; 1 believe 
hin : but tha!l we ever ſee ſo populous a 
city as London ? ſo rich a city? 10 
happy a city? 1 fancy not. 


Let bear ot elephant be er ſo white, 
The people ure, the prople ate the ſight. 


They could not indeed be very a'tentive 
to the games like thoſe Horace talks of; 
tor here was neither panther nor camel; 
no pretence to draw us together, as I 
could find z—yet they ſat fo thick upon 
the [lating of Wihuchall, that nobody 
couch perſuade me for a long while vat 
of the notion thit it was covered „vnn 
black, ti:l th ough a tel ſcope we ſpird 
the animals in motion, libhe mag ine 
mites in a bit of old cheeſe, Well! 
from tins houl- in the Temple we hatite. 
awiy to Ranelagh, happy in having at 
lealt convinced a hundred folks we never 
law before and perhaps never (hall fee 
again, that we had tickets for the regatta, 
and hae clothes to {ol with the rain, 


ard that we wee not come thitber like 


the vulgar—11 good time! only to ſre 
the hoat-race, And now, without one 
mage of Cleopatra's galley, or Virgil's 
genes, or one pretext to {ay, how vt put 
us ig mind of either, we drove to Rane- 
Iagh, and old each other ail the way how 
bet y it woul be to Jook at the ladies 
a\-mbarking to matic, and walking in 
proceſion up to the rotunda. 
macht came oa; the wind roared ; the 
kan Fell; and the barges miſſing their 
way, many came up to the wrong ſtairs; 
the managers endeavoured fo rectify the 
niltake, and drive them back, that ſome 
order mit be kept, and ſome appear- 
ance of regularity might be made; but 
ne women were weary and wet, and in 
va Mfpoſition 10. try tor further felicity 
cut of the old common road, f» the pro- 
denon was fpoiled, and as to muſic we 
heard none but ſcreams of the frighted 


agg as they were toſſed about at the 


But the 
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moment of getting to ſhore. Onee more 
then all were turned looſe to look for 
pleaſure where it could be found: the 
rorunda was not to be opened till twelve 
o'clock, when the hell was to call us to 
ſup there; the temporary hutkhag was 
not finiſhed, and the rains would not per- 
mit walking in the garden, Calamity 
however vauiſhes often upon a near ap- 
proach, does not it ? as well as happinets. 
We all crouded ino the new building, 
from whence we drove the carpenters, 
and called for ca1ds, without the help of 
witch, by ſome fatality, no day dedi- 
cated to amulement is ever able to end, 
Queeney ſaid there was vo loſs of the 
ornaments intended to decora e Neptune's 
hall; for ſhe taw no attempt at embelliſh- 
ment, except a few fluttering razs like 
thoſe which dangle from a dyer's pole in- 
to the ttreet, and in that room we fat tell- 
ing opinions, adventures, 2 till ſupper 
was lervel, which the men ſail was an 
execrahle one, and | thought ſhould have 
b-en fizer. Was nothing good then? 
you be in to exclaim; here is defire of 


laying ſomething where lutle is to be faid, 


and a nentations are the teadieſt nonſenſe 
my mittels can fin 10,1] her letter with. 
Ne, no; I would commend the concert 
and the catch fia gets for an hour if you 
would hear me; the muſe was well ſe- 
le1-d, and admirably executed; nor did 
the company look much amiis when all 
the dil'nal was over, and we walked 
round Ranelagh a little in the old way; 
every body being drefſ-d in white was no 
alvantage indeed to the general appear- 
ance. Lord Bacon, who knows every 
thing finall ard great better than any one 
elle, v.ry judiciouly recommends full 
colours and loud muſic for a midnight 
ſhow; the pale pinks and pea-greens' 
make 2 mean ngme hy candle light, fays 
he, and it they look pitiful, how much 
more fo dors white look the truth is, 
one his alwavs an idea of privation con- 
yeved to one's mind by it, which in- 
(pires me with melancholy ; and perhaps 
the conſciouſneſs that it implies weaknets 
may be the latent reaſon—for I really 
never did herr of a white ho: (\- winning 
a race (we don't talk of grey); and [I 
Il remember the difficulty of railing 
white fawns among the d-er when I was 
a «hild ; the b/anche roſe has a ſcent leſs 
powerful than the red one; and you al- 
ways chuſ: to eat black grapes. Under 
the 


that I was too fine, and tis partly true, 
but the other extreme would have been 


— 


a 


* * 
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we know, for no very creditable reaſon ; 
and in a few years my hair will probably 
confirm my argument.— In the mean 
time we will finiſh the regatta, which 


ended with country-dances.—But I think | 
THAT the regatta diſappointed * 1 


the takes and courterans had that part of 
the diverſion to themielves. There were 
a vaſt many of our common acquaintance 
among the company. You will be told 


worſe, and Mr. IThrale choſe my dieſs 
himſelf. | | 
We returned ſafe home about five or 
ſix o'clock; a new ſcene to Helter, who 
behaved ſweetly, and had no fears in the 
crowd, but prodigious ſurpriſe in finding 
it broad day when we cane out., I might 
have wondered too, for few people have 
frequented public places leſs than myſelf, 
and for the firit hx years after my mar- 


riage, as you know, I never ſet my foot 


in any theatre or place of entertainment 
at all. What molt amazed me about this 
regatta, however, was the mixture of 
company, when tickets were ſo difficult 
to obtain, Somebody talked at Rane- 
lagh of two ladies that were drowned, but 
1 have no doubt that was a dream. 
Will this account ſerve to divert Mils 
Lucy Porter and your other Lichfield la- 
dies? If it will, the hour has been hap- 
pily ſpent that wrote the immortal letter 
of the regatta, Of the next frolic we 
engage in I hope you will be yourſelf 
pars magna, or at worlt I hope you will. 


| hear it from the lips of your ever faith- 


ful and obedient ſe: vant. 

P. S. I will loſe as liule of the epiiaph 
as dis poflitle, vay 1 will loſe none, for 
the reduction of the character will accom- 


modate matters to the Kone, and the 


words are not uſeleſs, becaute they are 
not large —My wother's character will 
b-ar the neareit approach in every ſenſe; 
and your wiiting is worth morc I hope 
than walking five ſteps 10 read it, fo pray 
leave nothing out:; ſhe cannot be praiſed 
too much; and if I did not think that 
co:;,preſhon added force, 1 ſhould not 
find her panepyric half long enough even 
row. 
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LETTER xyn. 
Dr. Jobnſon to Mrs. Thrale, 


Draa Mapan, June 26, 177;, 
neither wonderful nor new; al plex- 
ſure preconceived and preconcerted andi 
in Giſappointment ; but dilappointment, 
when it involves neither ſhame nor lo, 
is as good as ſucceſs ; for it ſupplies u 
many images to the mind, and as many 
topics to the tongue. I am glad it 
failed. for another reaſon, which looks 
more ſage than my reaſons commonly t 
to look; this, 1 think, is Queeney's fi 
excurſion into the regions of pleaſure, and 
I ſhould not wiſh to have her too much 
pleaſed. It is as well for her to find that 
pleaſures have their pains ; and that big- 
ger miſſes who ate at Ranelagh when ſhe 
1s in bed, are not ſo much to be envied 
as they would wiſh to be, or as they may 
be repreſented. #S 
So you left out the , zd 
ſuppole they did not go. It will be x 
common place for you and Queeney four. 
ſcore yeais hence; and my maſter and 
you may bave recourſe to it tometimes, 


But I can only liſten, I am glad that 


you were among the fineſt. 


Nothing was the matter between me 
and Miſg £***, We are all well 


enough now, Miſs Porter went yelter- 


day to church, from which ſhe has heen 
ke t a long time. I fancy that 1 ſhall go 
on Thurſday to Aſhbourne, but do net 
think that 1 ſhall ftay very long. I wiſh 
you were gone to Surry and come well 


back again, and yet I would not have 
you po too ſoon. Perhaps I do not very 


well know what | woul4 have; it is 2 
caſe not ext emely rare. But I know 
I would hear from you by every poſt, an! 
therefore 1 take care that you ſhould 


every poſt day hear from 9 i 


LET TER XVII. 
From the ſame to the ſame. 


Dear Mapan, Aſhbourne. 
AM fare 1 write and weite, and ev” 
letter that comes from you charges me 
with not writing. Since I wrote 1 
uceney I have written twice to you, 03 
the 6th and the gth, be pleaſed to let me 


know whether you have them or hare 
| them 


3 8 
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hem not. That of the 6th you ſhould 
regularly have had on the $th, yet your 
letter of the gth ſeems not to mention it; 
this puzzles me. ; 

Poor dear * * He only grows 
dull becauſe he is ſickly 3 age has not yet 
begun to impair him; gor is he ſuch a 


cameleon to take immediately the co- 


lour of his company. When you fee him 
2g4in, you will find him reanimated. Moſt 
wen haye their bright and their cloudy 
davs, at leaſt they have days when they 
put their powers into ad, and days when 
they ſuffer them to repole. 

Fourteen thouſand pou:ds make a ſum 
{ficient for the eſtabliſhment of a family, 
ind which, in whatever flow of riches cr 
confidence of proſperity, deſerves, to be 
very ſeriouſly conſidered, 1 hope a great 
part of it has paid debts, and no tmall 
bart bought land. As for gravelling and 
walling and digging, though I am not 
much delighted with them, yet ſome- 
thing, indeed much, mult be allowed to 
every man's taſte, He that is growing 
ich has a vight to enjoy part of the 
dow th his own way. I hope to range in 
the wall, and row upon the water, and 
devour fruit from the wall. 

Dr. Taylor wants to be gardening. 
lle means to buy a piece of ground in 
ne neighbourhood, and ſurround it with 
wall, and build a gardener's houſe up- 
vn it, and have fruit, and be happy. 
Mech happineſs it will not bring him; 
but what can he do heiter? if I had mo- 
y enongh, what would 1 do? Perhaps, 
von and mafter did not hold me, I 
might go to Cairo, and down the Red 
„% Bengal, and take a ramble in In- 


1 


a. Would this be better than building 


2nd planting ? it would ſurely give more - 


variety to the eye, and more amplitude 
o the mind. Half fovrteen thouſand 
#oul4 ſend me out to fee other forms of 
er ſtence, aud bring me back to deſcribe 
nem. 0 

[. anſwer this the day on which I had 
your's of the geh, that is on the 11th. 


Let me know when it comes, I am, 
Kc. * 
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LE TERR XOX: 
Mrs. Thrale 10 Dr. Jobnſon. 


Dear Sin, _ 


T. letters are all come; and very 
kind letters they are; and | always 
wiſh' them longer and leſs frequent: for 


when you once turn the page I am ſure 
of a diſquiſition, or an obſervation, or a 
little ſcold, or ſomething. — When you 
wiite leſs than twenty lines at once, tis 
only a ſcrap rent from the next week's 
chat, for what ſhall we have to talk if all 
the facts are ſent flying ſo between Aſh- 
bourne and Streatham? I will keep the 
ſtory of the fourteen thou and pounds till 
we meet; fo I will all family concerns, 
unleſs little Queeney ſends her country 
poſt, as uſual, to give information of a 
new fail of ducks, or ſome ſuch impor- 
tant intelligence, which will not greatly 
inteifere wih my p oj ect. At preſent 
the lait paragraph of your laſt long letter 
is much in my heat; and Mr. Thrale 
ſaid, when we read it together, that you 
ſhould not travel alone, if he could once 


fee this dear little boy quite well, or ſee 
me well periuaded (as many are) that 
nothing ails him. ; 


| Why, what an uncomfortable reflec. 
tion it eis at laſt, that thoſe who are beſt 
qualifi-4 to travel, and tell what the 
have (cen at their return, ſhould be almolt 
always obliged, for one reaſon or another, 
to ſtay at home? My great delight, 
like your's, would be to ſee how life is 
cairied on in other countries, how various 
climates produce various effects, and how 


different notions of religion and govern- . 


ment operate upon the human manners 
and the human mind; for 'tis they at 
lait which cauſe all the diſtinction between 
national characters, as the 
which our bones and fibres are diſpoſed 
creates all the variety, obſerved in the 
human figure; yet | do not commend 
thoſe voyagers who teize one with roo 
much of ſuch ſtuff to ſhow their own pro- 


. fundiry, any more than 1 like a painter 


who exhibits none but anatomical figures: 
J think, however, we have had little to 
lament on that fide lately, as counting 
pictures and deſcribing ruins ſeems to 
have been the ſole buſineſs of modern 


travellers—but when we go to Cairo, one 


mall take one department, another (hal! 
take another, and fo a pretty book may 
| be 


* 


ethod in 
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be made out amongſt us, that ſhall be 
commended, and cenſured, and cuffed 
ahuut the town for a twelvemonth, if no 
4iew tub takes the whal:'s attention. 


Well! now all this is nonſcoſe, and 


fancy, and flight, you know, for my 
maſter bas his great caſks to mind, and 1 
have my little childiea, but he has really 
half a mind to cruls the water for half a 
year's friſk to Italy, or France, if we 
could leave matters lo that we might not 

be frighted or called back io any vexa- 
tion. For digging, walling, o planting, 
we thou'd be 1 at our re- 
turn, and we would thake off our fupr1- 
flux of ſcrxr ce o dear Dr. Taylor—to 
whom make in the mean time our bett 
compliments, with luye to his Jigg and 
Jeſſamy—1 ſhould +.ot expeR to tee their 


tuperiors in any country, but the foreign 


als we admired at Bleyhem might mea- 


ſure againſt either of them as well as 1 


remember. | 

You account very tenderly for * ** *'s 
dulneſs, it was perhaps only accidental; 
but if a man will never add to his oliginal 


ſtock by reading, and keep on hing 


away upon what he ſet out with, culnets 
in convtifation muſt finally enſue, A be- 
lieged town is al ways obliged to capitulate 
at laſt, if ſtrongly invefted, and all fo— 
reign ſupplies cut off, however well ffored 
with provition wheu the blockade begun. 


Mr. Thrale faid he. was more agrerable 


this afternoon, but I told bim ſtarving 
produced a fever always in the laſt lage 
if a life loſing by famine, and his tiieud's 
_ warmth in conversation was occaſioned 
by nothing better. 

Would it no! be wiſer to telk of the 
regatta than make ſuch Welch ſpeeches 
as theſe ?—but nobody was by. 

I ſaid I would wiite nothing of family 
matters, but here is a leiter from Svfl. x 
come, that will make me write of nothing 
elſe. The child is veiy bad I am fue, 
but I had better go and ſee, for the ſuſ- 
penſe is terrible. aud theſe naſty poſts ! 

The illnels of this boy trights me fur 
all the reſt ; if any of them have a bead- 
ach it puts me in an agony, a broken leg 
would leſs affect my peace — 80 many 
to have the ſame diſorde is, dreadful. 
What can be the meaning of # Os 

Sophy complained yeſterday, but I 
hope it was on purpote 10 fright me. 

Send me ſome comfortable words ; do, 
dear Sir; and believe me ever your 
obliged and faithful ſervant. 


ome external action; we are ſeldom for 


ledge. 
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Dr. Jobaſon to Mrs. Thrale. 
Dear Madam, Afhbourne, July 20, 
Poor Ralph | he is gone ; and « 
remains but that you comfort your 

felt with having done your bet, Th, 
fr wiſh was, that he might live long y 
be happy and uſeful; the next, that h. 
might not ſuffer long pain. The (ecu 
wiſh has been granted. Think now a 
on thoſe which are left you. | am gli 
that you went to Brighthelmiſtore, ( 
your journey is a flanding proof ta yu 
of your affection and diligencr. Vran 
hardly be cor fident of the (tate of 6 
own. minds, but as it ſtands attelied 
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that we ſincerely meant what we cm 
10 do. a | 

Dr. Taylor ſays, that Mr. Thrale bu 
not uſed us well, in coming ſo wear with 
out coming nearer, I know vot whatie 
can ſay for hinſelf, but 1 know that l 
can take ſhelter in ſullen ſiſence 

There is, I think, till the tame pu- 
ſpeRt of a | harveſt, We haves 
this part of the kingdom had rain tv ft 
the grain, and funſhine to ripen u. Ian 
yeſte / day to fre the Dod or's Poland oats, 
They grow, fer a. great pait, four kt 
bigh, with a ftalk, equal in bulk t 
rength to Kheaten firaw, We wert d 
opinion that they muſt be reaped, a5 
lower joints would be too hard for fodds, 
We wall tiy them. 3 

Suſy was always my little gul. 8 
what the is cove to; you mult kerp it! 
i mind of me, who was always en 't 


fide. Of Mis. Fanny I have no Ke 


You have two or ihiee of my letters i 
antwer, ard I hope you will be copions 
and diſtinct, and tell me a great dei d 
your mind; a dear little mind it is ; #6 
1 hope always to love it beiter as | kno 
it moe. I am, &c. 


LETTER NA 
From the ſame to the ſand 


Dear Lady, Aſhbourne, July 21, 1 
HEN you write next direct to Licd- 
field, for I think to move that 1 

on Tueſday, and in no long time to wess 
home wards, when we will have 3 ſerous 
conſultation, and try to do every thing 19 
the beſt. | tu 


zedk. Ill. R E C 


I ſhall be glad of a letter from dear 
Queeney, and am not ſorry that ſhe wiſhes 
for me, When I come wewill entet into 
an alliance defenſive at leaſt. : 

Mr. B—i very elegantly ſent his 
pupil's leiter to Mrs. Williams without a 
cover, in ſuch a manner that ſhe knows 
not whence it was tranſmitted, 

do not mean to bleed but with your 
concurrence, though I am troubled with 
eruptions, which 1 cannot ſupprels by fre- 
quent phyfic. mt 

As my maſter ſtaid only one day, we 
muſt forgive him, yet he knows he ſtaid 
only one day, becauſe he thought it not 
worth his while to tay two. 

You and B——1i are friends again. 
My dear miſtreſs has the quality of being 
ealily reconciled, and not eaſily offended. 
Kindneſs is a good thing in niſelt ; and 
there are few things that are worthy of 
anger, and ſtill fewer that can juſtify ma- 
lomy. ; 1 

Nothing remains for the preſeat, but 
thit you fit down placid ard content, dif- 
poſed to e joy the preſent, and planning 
the proper uſe of the future I:heralities of 
Providence. You have really much to 
oy, and, without any wild iodulgence 
of imagination, much to expe, Tn the 
mean ume, however, life is gliding away, 
ard another Hate is haſtening forwards. 
You were hut five-and-twenty when ! 
knew vou firſt. What 1 Mall he next 
S:ptember I confeſs I have lachetẽ enough 
t turn aide from thinking. 

Tam ghd you read Beſwell's journal ; 

vou we now (vfficiently mformed of the 
whole tranſition, and need not regret 
at you dich not make the tour of the 
Hebrides, 

You have done me honour in naming 


me 10u7 truſtee, and have very judicicufly 


3-8 k . . / 
choſen Cator. I believe our fidelity will 
a be ðp ſed 16 ai'y ſtrong * mptations. 
am, &c. ä 


LETTER XXI. 


From the ſame to the ſane. 


M:Day, Lichfield, Aug. 2, 177%. 
] Divep to-day at Stowhill, and am 
come zwa to write my letter. Never 
Fey was | tuch a writer before. Do 
on keep my letters ? I am not of your 
pam that I ſhall not like to read them 
dereafter ; for though there is in them 


bot much b. mi 
ei wuch tiltcry ot mind, oz any thing 
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elſe, they will, I hope, always be in ſom? 
degree the records of a pure and blame- 
lets friendſhip, and in ſome hours of lan- 
guor and ſadneſs may revive the memory 
of more cheerful times. 

Why you ſhould ſuppoſe yourſelf not 
deſirous hereafter to read the hiſtory of 
your own mind, I do not fee. Twelve 
years, on which you now look as on a 
valt expanſe of life, will p: obably be 
paſſed] over uniformly and ſmoothly, with 
very litile percepti-n of your progreſs, 
and with very few remarks upon the way. 
That accumvlation of. knowledge which 
you promiſe to yourself, by which the 
future is to look back upon the preſent, 
with the ſuperiori'y of manhood to in- 
fancy, will perhavs never be attempted, 
or never will be made; and you will 
find, as millions have found before you, 
that forty-five has mate lutle ſenſible 
addition to thirty-three, | 

As the body after a certain time gains 
no incteaſe of height, and little of ſtrength, 
there is likewiſe a period, though more 
variable by external cauſes, when the 
mind commonly attains its ſtationary 
point, and vr Intle 2dyances its powers 
of 1efletion, judorment, and ratiocina- 
tich. The body may acquire new modes 
of motion, or new dextertties of mecha- 
me operations, but its original ſtrength 
rece ves not improvement ; the mind may 
he fred with new languages, or new 
ſciences, but its power of thinking re- 
mains nearly the fame, and unleſs it at- 
tains new fubjeRts of mediation, it com- 
monly produces thoughts of the fame 
force and the fame extent, at very diſtast 
ir tervals of life, as the tree, wleſs a fo- 
reign frun be ingrafted, gives year after 
year produStions of the faine form and 
the ſame fi» vour. 

Zy mtellefiual force or "frength of 
thonght is meant tha dentee of power 
which the mind poſſeſſes of ſurveying the 
ſubjed of miditation, with its circuit of 
concontants, and its Hain of dependence. 
Of this power, which all obſerve to be 
very different in different minds, part 
ſeems the gift of natwe, and part the 
acquiſition of experience. When the 
powers of nature have attained their in- 
tended energy, they can be no more ad- 
vanced. Ihe ſhrub can never become a 
tree. And it is not uoreaſonalle to ſup- 
poſe, that they are before the "middle of 
hte in their full vigour, | 
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Nothing then remains but practice and 
experience; and perhaps why they do fo 
little, may be worth inquiry. 
But I have juſt now looked, and find 
it ſo late, that 1 will inquire againſt the 
next poſt-night. I am, &c. . 


LETTER XXIII. 


Dr. Johnſon to Mrs. Thrale. 
Deer Madam, Lichficld, Auguit 5, 1775. 

JNasTeaD of forty reaſons for my re- 
; turn, one is ſufficient, —that you wiſh 
for my company. 


I purpoſe to wiite no 
more till 


ou ſee me. The ladies at 


Stowhill and Greenhill are unanimouſly 


of opinion, that it will be beſt to take a 
poſt-chaiſe, and not to be troubled with 
the vexations of a common carriage. I 
will venture to ſuppoſe the ladies at 
Streatham to be of the ſame mind. 
You will now expect to be told why 
you will not be ſo much wiſer as you 
expect, when you have lived twelve years 
lon er. | | 
It is ſaid, and faid truly, that experi- 
ence is the beſt ſeacher; and it is ſuppo- 
ſed, that as life js lengthened experience 
is increaſed, But a cloſer inſpection of 
human life will diſcover that time often 
palſes without any incident whigh can 
much enlar.e knowledge or ratity judg- 
nient, When we ate young we leain 
much, becauſe we are univerſally ig- 
norant; we oblerve every thing, be- 
cauſe every thing is new. But after 
ſome years, the occurrences: of daily 
lite àe exhauſtel; ode day paſſes like 
another; in the ſame ſcene of appear- 
ances, in the lane courle of trinſattions; 
we have to do what we have often done, 
and what we do not try, becauſe we do 
not wiſh to do much better; we are told 
what we already know, and theretore 
what repetition cannot make us know 
with greater ceitainty, 
- He that has early learned much, per- 
haps ſeldom makes, with rega:d to life 
and manners, much addition to his know- 
lecige ; not only becauſe as more is known 
there is leſs to learn, but becauſe a mind 
ſtored with images and principles turns 
inwards for its own entertainment, and 
is employed in ſettling thoſe ideas which 
run into confuſion, and in recollefting 


thoſe which are ſtealing away; practices 


by which wiſdom may be kept but not 
gained. The merchant who was at firſt 
buſy in acquiring money, ceaſes to grow 
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richer, from the time when he make; 
his buſineſs only to count it, 

Thoſe who have families or employ. 
ments are engaged in buſineſs of ite 
difficulty, but of great importance, 16 
quiring iather aſſi ſuity of Practice than 
ſubtilty of ſpeculation, occupying the x. 
tention with images too bulky for refine. 
ment, and too obvious for nay Bow The 
right is already known, what remains i 
only to follow it. Daily butineſs 2d 
no more to wiſdom, than daily leſſon u 
the learning of the teacher. But of hoy 
few lives does not ſtated duty claim the 
greater part ? 

Far the greater part of human mind 
never endeavour their own improvemert, 
Opinions once received from inſirue. 
tion, or ſettled by whatever accident, ar 
ſeldom iecalled to examination; having 
been once ſuppoſed to be right, they ar: 
never diſcovered to be erroneous, for no 
application is made of any thing that 
time may preſent, either to ſhake or! 
confirm them. From this acquielcerce 
in preconceptions none are whol'y lite; 
between fear of uncertainty, and diſlike 
of labour, every one eſts while he might 
yet go forward; and they that were wie 
at thirty-three, are very lit-le wiſer u. 
forty five. | 

Ot this ſpeculation you are perhajs 
tired, and would rather hear of Soply. 
I hope before this comes, that her head 
will be eaßer, and your head leſßs filled 
with fears and troubles, which you knov 
are to be inJulged only to prevent ev, 
not to increaſe it. Your uneaſineſs about 
Sophy is probably unneceſſa y, and 3 
worſt your other children ate healthful, 
and your affairs proſperous. Unmivgle! 
good cannot he expected; but as we my 
Jawiully gather all the good win onf 
reach, we may he allowed to lament after 
that which we loſe. I no e your loſs 
are at an end, and that as far as the cor- 
dition of our preſent exiſtence permits 
your remaining life will be hapyy- 
am, &c. 


LETTER XXIV. 


Mrs. Thrale to Dr. Johnſon. 


| | Auguſt 9, 1775 
You aſk, dear Sir, if I keep your yer 
— to be fure I do: for though [ wou! 
not ſerve you as you ſaid you would ferve 
Lady —, were you married te het,” 


live a hundred miles off, and make hef 


writ? 


Sect. III. 


write once o'week, (was not it?) becauſe 
her converſation and manners were 
coarſe, but her letters elegant: yet I 
have always found the beſt ſhpplen.ent 
for talk was writing, and yours particu- 


E laly ſo. My only reaſon to ſuppoſe that 


we ſhould diflike looking over the cor- 
reſpondence twelve or twenty years hence, 
was becauſe the ſight of it would net re- 


vive the memory of cheerful times at all. 


God forbid that I ſhould be leſs happy 
then than now, when I am perp-tually 


E b.inging or loſing babies, both very 


dreadful operations to me, and which 
tear mind and body both in pieces very 


c uelly. Sophy is at this very inſtant 


heginaing to dioop, or I dream fo; and 
how is it likely one thouldeyer have com- 
tort in reviling the annals of vexaiion ? 
You ſay too, that | (hall not grow 
wiſer in twelve years, which is a bad 
account of futurity ; but if I grow happier 
I ſhall grow wiler, for being leſs chained 
down to ſurrounding circumftances, what 
power of thinking my mid naturally 
poſletſ.s will have fair play at leaſt. The 
mother or miſtreſs of a large family is in 
the cale of a tethered nag, always tread- 
ig anch ſuhſiſting on the ſame f{yot; ſhe 
ens and repeats the (ame unregarded 
pi*cepts ; fre:s over that which no fret- 
ting can diminiſh ; and hopes on, in very 
le of experience, for what death does 
vor ever ſuffer her to enjoy. With re- 
evd to mental wnprovement, Perkins 
might as well expect to grow rich by re- 
paung the multiplication table, 2s I to 
g'ow wiſe by holding Warrs's Art of 
Keading before my eyes. A finger-poſt, 
though it directs others on the road, can- 
not a-lvance itſelf; was it once cut into 


bach wheels, who knows how far it 


might travel? 

Wien Ferguſon made himſelf an aſtro- 
nomer, the other lads of the village were 
loading corn and pitching hay—though 
wih the tame degree of leiſure they might 


p"rhaps have attained the ſame degiee of 


excellence ; hut they were doing while he 
was thinking you fee, and when leiſute is 
oNtaired, incidents, however trifling, 
may be vied to advantage; beſides that 
tis better, as Shakeſpeare ſays, to be 
enten up with a ruſt, | 
thn ſcour'd to nothing with perpetual 
motion. 
80 if ever I get quiet I ſhail get happy ; 
nd it I pet happy I ſhall have a chance 


'v get wite. Why, wiſdom itſelf ſtands 
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ſtill, ſays Mr. Johnſon, and then how 
will you advance? It will be an advance- 
ment to me to trace that very argument, 
and examine whether it has advanced or 
no. Was not it your friend MI who 
firit aid, the next to winning at cards, 
the greateſt happineſs was loſing at cards? 
I thould feel the ſecond degree of delight 
in aſſuring myſelf that there was no wiſ- 
dom to be obtained. Baker's Reflec- 
tions on Learning was always a favourite 
book with me, and he ſays, you have all 
beeg trotting in a circle theſe two or three 
thouſand years—but Jet us join the team 
at leaſt and not ſtard gaping while others 
trot, The tethered horſe we talked of 
juſt now, would beg to work in our mill, 
if he could ſpeak; and aa old captain of 
a ſhip told me, that when he ſet the ma- 
rine-Aociety boys to run round the hoop 
for a pudding in fie weather, to divert 
the officers, thoſe who were hardeſt laſhed 
ſeldom lamented ; but all cried, ready to 
break their hearts, who were left out of 


the game. He:e is enough of this I be- 


heve. 

We are all pleaſed that you intend to 
come home in a chaife, Who thould you 
fave ſixteen ſhillings for? and how much 
richer would your heirs be for thoſe ſix- 
teen ſhillings ? Calculation is perpetually 
oppoſed to the ſpendthrift; but if miſers 
would learn to count, they would be mi- 
lers ng longer: for how many years muſt 


a man live 10 ſave out of a ſmall income 


one hundred pounds, even it he adopted 
every poſhble method beſides the ill- 
will of the world, which purſues avarice 
mo:e cloſely, and watches it more oar- 
rowly than any other vice, 

I] have indeed often wondercd that the 
bulk of mankind ſhould look on a perſon 
who gains money unjuſtly with lets de- 
teſtation than they (wvey the petty 
ſavings of him who lives penurioufly ;— 
for the firſt is in every body's way, and 
if he excited every body's hatred, who 
need wonder? while a hoarder injures no 
one but himſelf-—yet even his heirs abhor 
him. | | 

"There is, however, little call I believe 
to make ſermons againſt covetouſneſs for 
the ule of dear Mr. Johnſon, or of his 
faithful and obedient ſervant. 


Sophy is very fick, and we all wiſh yon 
wonld come home. 


ö 
* 
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LETTER XXV. 
Dr. Jobnſon to Mrs. Thrale. 


Mapa, Auguſt 29, 1775. 

RE is a rout and buſtle; and a 
bultle and a rout; as if nubody had 

ever before forgotten where a thing was 
laid. At laſt there is vo great harm 
done ; both Colſon and Scot have copies; 
and real halle there is none. You will 
find it ſome day this week, and any day 
wil! {erve, or perhaps we can recollect it 
between us. | 

About your memory we will, if you 
pleaic, have fome ſerious talk, I fret at 
your torgetfulocls, as | do at my own. 
We will try to mend both; vour's at lcaſt 
is 1 ſhould hope zemedtable. But, how- 
ever in happens, we ate of lac never to- 
gether. 

Am I to come to-morrow to the Bo- 


rough, o will auy one call on nie ? This 


lorry foot! and this forry Dr. Law- 


rence, who fais it is the gout! but then 


he thinks every thing the gom ! and fo ! 
wil ny not to belicve hun. Into the 
tea { luppoie you will fend n, and into the 
ſca I detign it ſhall go. — Cen you remem- 
ber, dear Madam, ihat I have a lame 


fout? I am lute I cannot torget eit; if 


you had one to paintul, you-wen!d re- 
member it. Party is good for the we- 
moiy. I am, &c. 


LIEB RN KA&VL. 
From the ſame to the ſame. 


Dar Madam, Lichficld, Merch 25, 1776. 

HIS letter will not, 1 hope, reach 

you many days before me; in a diſ- 

tres Which can be to little relieved, no- 

thing remains for a friend but 10 cone 
and partake 1t. | 

Poor dear {weet little Boy! When I 


read the letter this day to Mis. Alton, 


the ſaid, “ Such a death is the next to 
+ tran{lation.” Vet however 1 may 
convince myſelf of this, che tears are in 
my eyes, and yet I could not love him as 
vou loved him, nor reckon upon him for 
a future con fort as you and his father 
recxoned upon him. b; 

He is gone, and we are going! We 
could not have enjoyed him long, and 
ſuall nct long be lepatated from him. 


Book IV, 


He has probably eſcaped many ſuch 
| pangs as you are now feeling, 


othing remains, but that with hug. 
ble confidence we 1efign ourſelves to A). 
mighty Goodneſs, and fall down, withoy 
irreverent murmurs, before the Su. 


reign Diftributor of good and evil, with 


hope that though ſorrow endurth fa | 
night, yet joy may come in the mornins. 

have known you, Madam, too long 
to think that you want any arguments fat 


| ſubmiſſion io the Supreme Will; nor can 


my conlolation have any effect but tha 
of ſhewing that 1 wiſh to comfort you, 
What can be done you muſt do for your. 
leif. Remember fr, that your child i; 
happy; and then, that he is ſafe, ng 
only from the ills of this world, but froy 
thoſe more {formidable dangers which ey. 
tend their miſcnief to eternity, You 
have bronght into the world a rational 
being; have ſcen him happy during the 
little life that has been granted him; 
and can have no doubt but that his hap- 
pineſs is now permanent and immutable, 

When you have obtained by payer 
ſuch tranquillity as nature will al- 
mit, force your attention, as you cnn, 
upon your accuſtomed duties and accul- 
tomed entertainments. You can do no 


more for our dear boy, but you muk not 


therefore think Jeſs on thoſe whom your 
attention may make fitter for the place 
to which he is gone. I am, death, 
dearet Madam, your moſt att. Gai 
humble ſervant. 


LETTER XXVI. 
From the ſame to the ſame. 


Dear Madam, March ze, 176 
INCE, as Mr. Baretti informs us, out 
dear Queeney is grown better, I hop: 
you will by degrets recover your tan 
quillity. Only by degrees, and thoie 
perhaps ſufficiently flow, can the pain ot 
an affliftion like your's be abated. But 


though effeis are not wholly in our 


power, yet Providence always gives Vf 
lometiiing to do. Many of the opet- 
tions of nature may by human diligen®? 
be accelerated or retarded, Do not in. 
dulge your ſorrow ; try to drive u aw) 
by either pleaſure or pain ; for, oppoled 
to what you are feeling, many pat 


will become pleaſures. Remembes 4 
: 


ed. III. REQ 


4 tereat precept, Be not ſolitary ; be not 
g* above all, reſign yourſelf and your 
W .hildren to the Univerlal Father, the Au- 
Wor of Exiſtence, and Governor of the 
E {1 niverſe, who only knows what is beſt 
ber all, and without whoſe 1egard not a 
to falls to the ground. | 
That J feel what triendſhip can feel, I 
pe | need not tell you. I loved him as 
never expect to love any other little 
"oy; but I could not love him as a pa- 
rent. 1 know that ſuch a loſs is a lace- 
Aton of the mind. I know that a whole 
lem of hopes, and deſigns, and expeRt- 
tions, is {wept away at once, and no- 
ing left but bottomleſs vacuity. What 
-00 feel 1 bave felt, and hope that your 
| 4.quict will be ſhorter than mine. | 
Mr. Thrale ſent me a letter trom Mr. 
Bolwell, 1 ſuppoſe to be incloſrd: I was 
day with Mis. Montague, who, 
| ith every body elſe, laments your 
fortune, 1 am, dearelt Madam, 
ver, Mee 


LETFER XAVIL 


From the ſame to the ſame. 
Its T MADAM, April 1, 1776. 
\V Hes you were gone, Mr. Thale 

" .toon ſent me away. I came next 
u, and was made to underſtand that 
en I was wanted ] ſhould be fent for ; 
114 tacietore J have not gone yeſterday 
7 to-day, but. I will ſoon go again whe- 
ther invited ot not. 

You begin how I hope to be able to 
under, that what has happened might 
[ave had great azgravations, Hai you 
en followed in your intended travels by 
account of this affliflive deprivation, 
nere could have been the end of doubt, 


nl ſurmiſe, and ſuſpicion, and ſelt- con- 


motion ? You could not eafily have 
cen reconciled to thoſe whom you left 
«hind, or thoſe who had per tuaded you 
o go, You would have believed that 
be died by neglect, and that your pre- 
de won'd have ſaved him, I was glad 
{ your letter trom Marlborough, and 
de you will try to force yourlelf to 
e. If guief either cauſed or aggra- 
ech poor Queeney's illneſs, you have 
Kent the proper method for relieving it. 
ng minds eahly receive new imprel- 
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Poor Peyton expired this morning. 
He probably during many years, for 
which he fat ſtarving by the bed of a 
wife, not only uſeleſs but almoſt motion- 
leſs, condemned by poverty to perſonal 
attendance, and by the neceſſity of ſuch 
attendance chained down to poverty—he 
probably thought often how lightly he 
ſhould tread the path of life without his 
burthen. Ot this thought the ad miſſion 
was unavoidable, and the intelligence 
might be forgiven to frailty and diitreſs. 
His wife died at lall, and before the was 
buried he was ſeized by a fever, and is 
now going % the grave. 

Such miſcarriages, when they happen 
to thoſe on whom many eyes are fixed, 
fill hiſtories and trazeches ; and tears have 
been ſhed tor the ſufferings, and wonder 
excited by the forinude of thoſe who 
neither did nor ſuffered more than Pey- 
ton. 

| was on Saturday at Mrs. Monta- 
gve's, who expreficd great ſenſibility of 
your lols; and have this day received an 
tavitation to a. ſupper and a hall; but I 
returned my acknowledgments to the la- 
dies, and let them know that I thought 
I thould like the ball better another werk. 
I am, dear Madam, your, &, 


LETTER XXIX. 


From the ſame to the ſame. 


Dear Mapan, Apiil 9, 1776. 

R. Thrale's alteration of purpoſe is 

not weakneſs of re ſlution; it is a 
wiſe man's compliance with the change of 
things, and with the new duties Which 
the change pioduces. Whoever expects 
me to be angry, will be diſippointed. [ 
do not even grieve at the effect, 1 piicye 
only at the caute. 

Your bußneſs for the preſent is to ſcek 
for caſe, ad to go where you think it 
moſt likely to be found. There cannot 
yet be any place in your mint for mere 
curiolity. Whenever | can contrivute to 
vous tranquillity, I ſhall readily attend, 
and hope never to add to the evils that 
may oppreſs you. 1 will go wity youu ts 
Bath, or ſtay with you at home. 

I am very little dilappointe . I was 
glad to go to places of ſo much celebrity, 
but had promiſed to myſelf no raptures, 
nor much improvement: nor 1s there 


any thing to he expected worth ſuch a 
ſacrifice as you might. make, | 


Keep 
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Keep yourſelf buſy, and you will in 
me grow cheerful. . New proſpetts may 
open, and new enjoyments may come 
within your reach. 
wiſh all evil removed from a houſe which 
bas afforded my miſeries all the ſuccour 
which attention and benevolence could 
give. I am ſorry not to owe fo much, 
but to repay fo little. What I can do, 
you may with great reaſon expe& from, 
deaieft Madam, your, &c. 


LETTER XXX. 
| Mrs. Thrale to Dr. Johnſon. 


My dear Sir, Bath, May 3, 1776. 

His month, which finds or makes 

every body elſe inclined o be cheer- 
ful, finds me with hope depreſſed, forrow 
renewed, and afff· tion budding out where 
plcaſure only ſhould vegetate. "this lit- 
tle gnl's ſtate of h-alth hinders me from 
recovering the Joſs } ſuſtained in her 
brot her.. What can ail her ? I would 
have perſuaded Mr. Thiale to pertiſt 
in his intentions of travelling, had 1 
rot thought it dangerous to her,; it 
would perhaps have been better for vs; 
I wean for our health, not for our 
improvement, hecauſe going abruad to 
fee objects with a pre-occupird mind is 
mere loſs of time, one remembers no- 
rung one either fees or hears when in a 
nate of afliittion. Poor people have al- 


ways bad memories, you may oblerve ;— + 


Row (houl.f they have good ones? ther 
hearts are full, poor .dears, no toom for 
oh{rryaiion and attention, the two pa- 
rents of memory; and indeed the hap- 
vieit people, as far as my acquaintaiice 
bas gone, have had the retennve powers 
ot mind in much the greateil perfection. 

Baretti ſaid, you would be very angry 
becauſe this dreadful event made us put 
elk our Italian jom ney, but I knew you 
beiter. Who knows even now that "tis 
deferred for ever? Mr. Thrale ſays, he 
al not (tie in pt ace without ſeeing 
Rome, and 1 am fore he will go no-where 
thit he can help wirnout you, 

Let us tiy to heal our hearts, firit ;— 
mine is always cracking again though, 
a ſoon as it begins to {kin over; aud Dr. 
Woodward gave me a very interciting 
and rational account of the effc&t grief 
has upon the heart this very morning. 
When your mind is firmly fixed to one 


I ſurely cannot but 
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ſubject, ſaid he, you forbear tc dra 
your breath for ſeveral moments, a4 
then repair the ſuſpenſion by a long ang 
deep ſigh; this long continued ch dh 
the blood's courſe through the pulmonary 
artery, and gives the variation of 9. 
pulle which attends agitated and diſtreſs 
minds; a cough fucceeds, in corþ. 
quence of the lungs being affected. wh! 
the heart gets concretions or colle$ign: 
of water in its pericardium—the 


which ſurrounds it, as 1 underftand; |, | 


that our vulgar expreſſion of ſor; 
breaking one's heart is founded on (4 
and nature. Hetold me too, that nun. 
berlets patients die ultimately of grick= 
theic exit being att ibuted to the imme 
diate cauſe only, inttead of the remgy 
one. He has ordered my poor was, 
and me to jump every morning ants 4 
cold bath; we have here a remarks; 
fine one, Meant:me do not ſuſpect ne 
for being likely to provoke BRrayer's 


judgments on my daughters, by freun 


unneceflaiily for the loſs of my fon. | 


fee] ten times fonder of them than ever | 
telt before, and am defivous te live to 
thrir ſake and their father's, 

Pray bring or ſend us your clufter ef 
political writings, for 1 love them dearly 
—not as political writings, but as veh— 
cles tor truth and ſentiment on twenty, 
ay fifty ſobjrèts with which politics hair 
nothing to do. 

Should you write about Streatham 30d 


| Croydon, ihe book would he as gov! to 


me as a jowiney to Rome, exactly ; for 


lis Johnton, not Falkland's lands, thx | 


intereſts us, and your ftyle 18 invariad! 
the fame. "The fight of Rowe wage 
have excited more reflections indeed than 
the fight uf the Hebrides, and ſo tie 
book might be bigger, but it would 1 
be heiter a jot. : 

How does Dr. Taylor do? He wi 
very kind I remember when my thuncer 
ſtorm came firtt on, ſo was Count Me- 
nucci, fo was Mrs. Montague, lo wi 
every body. The world is not guilty c 
much general harſhneſs, nor inclined | 
believe o increaſe pain which they © 
not perceive to be deſerved Bare") 
alone tried to irtitate a wound ſo vel) 


deeply in tlicted, and he will find few ' 
approve his cruelty, Your friendibp 


our belt cordial ; continue it to us. . 
15 


Sir, and write very ſoun to your ob 
an! faichfu! ter vant, 


As a a wwe ut Aa wml cy xx 


| Se, III. 


8 them on the table. 
E d-light to ſhew their governeſs the vari- 
ous animals that were made of ſugar ; 


| great propriety. 
| to you, and her love to Queeney and 
pa. Mr. Evans came in akte me. 


be. Dr. 


| mi h, 


LETTER FXXEL 
Dr. Johnſon to Mrs. Thrals. 


Dean Mapan, May 11, 1776. 
HAT you may have no ſuperfluous 
uneaſineſs, I went this afternoon 10 
viſit the two babies at Kenſington, and 


E found them indeed a little ſpetted with 
E their. diſorder, but as briſk and gay as 


bealth and youth can make them. [ 
took a paper of (wertmears, and ſpread 


They took great 


and when they had eaten as much as was 


| fit, the reſt were laid up for to-morrow. 


Suly fenils her duty and love with 
Sophy lends her duty 


You may ſet your heart quite at reſt, no 
hats can be better than they appear to 
Taylor went with me, and we 
fad 1 good while, He likes them very 
Suſy ſaid her creed in French. 

Dr. Taylor ys, I muſt nor come 


back till his butineſs is adjuſted; and in- 
del it would not be wite to come away 


without doing what I came hither only 
„ do. However, I expect to be diſ- 
miſled in a few days, and ſhall bring 
Manucei with me. : 

[ dined yefterday with # „ . Hs 
tirce children are very lovely. **#® 
l-ngs to teach him a little economy, [ 
know not how his money goes, for I do 
not think that Mrs. Williams and I had 
our due ſhare of the nine guineas. 

He begins to rep-o05ch himſelf with 
reg ect f # „ „ education, and 
cenſutes that 1dleneſs, or that deviation, 
by. the indulgence of which he has left 
weultvaed ſuch a fertile mind. 1 ad- 
ed mm to let the child alone; and told 
zun that the matter was not great, whe- 


tier he could read at. the end of four 


years or of five, and that I thought it not 
proper to haiats a tender mind with the 
violence of painful at:ention. I may 
pcr1iaps procure both father and ſon a 
ar of quiet ; and ſurely | may rate my- 
[It anvig their beuetastots. 1 am, &c, 


now talk no longer. 
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LETTER XXX. 
Mrs. Thrale to Dr. Johnſon. 
Dran Sin, Bath, May 16, 1776. 


1 HAD no notion of your ſtaying away 

f.om us fo lang, or vou ſhould not 
ſurely have wanted a leiter; you might 
reaſonably expe, and clam indeed my 
belt thanks for the ſwect viſit paid five 
days ago to my babies: a moſt triendly 
action in you, aud a moſt polite one in 
dear Dr. "Taylor, and what I had never 
been hoping for. All unexpected plea- 
ſu:es are doubly precious. 


Grata ſuperveniet quæ non ſperabitar bora. 


When one has worn out one's fancy in 
anticipation of any event, the 1 
hon it makes mult neceſlarily be weaker 
I ſuppoſe, and thoſe pains, however pier- 
cing, for which we have time to prepare 
ou: ſelves, do not bicak the conftitution 
in pieces like a ſudden ſhock that comes 
upon us unawares, I ovght above all 
people to underſtand thele matters from 
hath experience of the ſevereſt ſorrow. 
My mind, by the death of ſuch a mother 
and of ſuch a fon, reſembles a nation 
walted by tamins for three years to2e- 
ther, and then ſhattered to final confu- 
hon by an earthquake. WE 

Of pait afflitions, however, we wall 
Mr. Thrale is te- 
covering from his ſhare of the ittreis, 
and it is my duty to accelerate, not - 
tard, his return io cheer tulnels and good- 
humour. 

Dr. Taylor ſhall carry his cauſe. I 
wwill have him carry it. L's a good 
cauſe probably ; and it it is not, women 
(vou tt} me) never ſtop at integrity j— 
avd as I under fand the laws of friendſhip 
much better than I do the laws of Great 
Britain, will decide in a truly female 
manner, that he ſhall carry his cauſe— 
for this truly female reaſon—it was ſo 
very ſweet in him to go ard (ee my litile 
girls. 

Count Manucci would wait ſeven years 
to come with you; fo do not diſappoint 
the man, but bring him along with you. 
His delight in your company is like Bo- 
niface's - exultation, when the ſqume 
ſpeaks Latin; for underſtand you he cer- 
tainly cannot. No flattery perhaps is 
more deſicate however, or more pleaſing 

{han 
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than that of exciting admiration. where 
one is not able to giatily cutioſity; and 
all this nobleman detires is to count John- 
fon among his Engliſh friends win t he 
returns to Florence; Where 1 am told he 
ſtands very high for lucratute as well as 
birth, 9 

We have a flaſhy friend here already, 
who is much your 4orer ; | wonder how 
you vill like him? An Iiiſhman he is; 
very handſome, very hot headed. loud 
and lively, ed fore to be a favourite 
with you, te tells us, for he can live with 
a man of ever ſo odd a temper. My mal- 
ter Jaughs, but les mm, audit diverts 
me to think what you «:t! do when he 
profeſſes that he c . ſhoes for 


you; chat be could {+ 1s blood fer 
vou; with twenty mor» extravagant 
fligbts—and ou fay, { 7 ici)! Upon 


my boncar, Sir, and indes now, as Dr. 
C-—)'s phraſe is, 1 am vat a twitter to 
him. | 

Weil! you hate Ben; and will be 
very uncomfortable when you come this 
time I believe; to, after all, I muff 
be civil tony aunt, ho is exceedingly 
kind to me; and | mult dreſs and go 
aut, ard do like other people, or you will 
be frit to cenſure and cond: mn me; more 
than that, our dear maſter, who cannot 
be quiet without you for a week, will be 
always infallibly on yaur fide, ard encou- 
rage long |:&wmes about the (it of a cap, 
which you will not give me a minute to put 
on as it ſhould he—So J fee mv fate be- 
fore it arrives. —Come to Bath though, 
and at leaſt convince yourſelf that we are 
not rioting in lelicities from whence you 
are cruelly excluded. Swely, ſince we 
have known each other, I have been no 
© proper object of envy. _ 

Se a (ae un Vinterno aff-nno 

"Je levgeilc in ronte ſcritto, 
Quant! mai chuünvia anno, 
C1 tarecbbono iet! 


And Dr. Voung fays what Metaſtaſio 


fings you kn: w, when he obſerves, that 


were the real fiehings of every man ex- 
poſed to the examination of his »eigh- 
| hours, one vice would be immediately 
eradicated, for e % then could be no 
longer ſound among the human race. 

Do you recolie& complaining once to 
me of flatulence, when I could really 
with difficulty fir to hear you for very 
agony both of body and foul ?—I'm ſure 
I veco}l:6 your kind recortation, when 
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you confeſſed that it was like lamentin 1 
{cratched finger in his chamber, who mp 
day before, had broken both his legs a 
Mr. Thrale, thank God, is very com. 
fortably ſet up again. The latt ka 
gale blew him almott down though ; 25 
I hardly hoped Bath would have ay 
able to do ſo much: bot he (corns h. 
black dog now; he will (wins him tant 
and round ſoon as Smoll«t's heroes & 
who in every alliterated ovel, Roderig 
Random or Peregrine Pickle, aie ala 
employed by their author to kill a dg 
when he means that they ſhould fir, 
the reader's fancy, and win his hea: 
with their proweſs, That man hat 
dogs I imagine, and certainly underſtocs 
little about them, for he talks of a ſpanie, 
Saweetlips, which is not a ſpaniel's name 
ever, but a hound's; ſhe is fo called 
from the muſic of her tongue in the 
chaſe; not Sweetlips for fondneſs, and 
becauſe her maſter delights in kiſſing her, 
as he ſeems to think—1 never heard { 
fooliſh a notion in my life. 

Here is a long letter about no hing 
Juſt ſuch a one as you wanted I hope, 


Thoſe which begin Greai Sir have nt 
been wanting, I'll anſwer for them. B. 


not fome notion wander about the we, 
lately of taking beggars' letters under cor- 
lideration? We ſhould produce a goo! 
number between your houſe and our's. 
Apropos, poor ® * does not to bt 
ſure excel in oratory, bot m gras 
few exceed him. Iis ſuch a dolorous 


dog, fays my maſter, or | would bvy 


ſome of his trumpery a yſelf. Por), 
poor creature! his diſappointed hoyes, 
preſent fears, and earneſts of future u. 
cry, are too melancholy to be duct 
upon; but you and 1 have done out be! 
tor him, and there ſeems a fate on al! be 
undertakes: yet when we ſaw bim i 
down in his own wretched apartme'!, 
poficfſed of one broken chair with z 
to it. —and try to look magnthcent— 
could one ref ain from laughing ? thov-h 
we agreed too, that in the fight of lope: 
rio! beings he was not more Tidicujous 
than a king upon his throne. One ie 
is like another mite to him that looks 
at hoth through a microſcope- 

Farewell, dear Sir, and expect a 10" 
letter from Queeney, though not gone #8 
long as this from. your eye? faith ul c- 
vant, 


yl 


gect. III. 


I make Mr. Thrale frank this letter 
hin/elf for a fancy. 


LETTER XXXIII. 
Dr. Jobnfon to Mrs. Thrale. 


DEA Maran, May 22, 1776. 
N Fiiday and Saturday dined with 
Dr. Taylor, who. is in diſcontent, 
hut 1efolved not to ſtay much longer to 
hear the opinions of lawyers who die all 
4-31: him. Who can blame him for 
U ing weary of them ? ; 

On Sunday I dined at Sir Joſhua's 
houſe on the hill, with the Biſhop of St. 
Aſiph The dinner was good, and the 
B ſhop is knowing and converſable. Yel- 
t 1day at the Doctor's again—very little 


© beter. In the evening came in Dr. 


Crane; who inquired after you. 
All this while is hurt only in 
bis varity, He thought he had tup 


plated Mis W, and Mrs, W ——- 


es found the means of defeating him. 
He reaily wanted nothing more than.to 
| ave the power of bequeathing a rever- 
hon to Nh. G 2 ſon, who is very nenr- 
\y related ro W——. Tis purity of m- 
ntlon however he cannot prove; and 
tw ranſaftion in 1ielt feems paltum ini- 
gaum. I do net think that he can, or 
d ed that he ou :ht to prevail. 
Woodward, I hear, is gone to Briſtol, 
deep di. geon at Barret's declaration 
ant Chatterton's produchons. You 
have now oply H , wham vou can 
only mske a fitent admirer. I hope my 
tend buzzes a litt le about you to keep me 


wm your head, though I think I do my 


put pretty well mylelt ; there ate very 
tew writers of more punctuality. 

| wiſh Queeney joy of her new watch; 
ird next time ] write, intend myſelf the 
ono of direfing my letter to her, 
Her land is now very exact, and when 
ute has made it free, may be very beau- 
titul. 

am glad of Mr. Thrale's reſolution 
to take up his refles * in perſon. He is 
wite in keeping the trade in his own 


* When the maſler Lre wer goes round to 
i) $ v.Quillers on de 2 year”, in order to ex- 
*mine the ſtate of the trade, and the ſtack 
ton the hands of the alchoufe-keeper, the 
tx0reflion uſed in the profefiion is, that be 
vater up his reſtes ;, 2 word borrowed from 
the French, and means the reminder le- 


A 
1 1 
FUL, 
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hands, and appearing on proper occaſions 
as the principal agent. Every man has 
thoſe about him, who wiſh to ſooth him 
into inactivity and deliteſcence, nor is 
there any ſemblance of kindneſs more vi- 


goroully to be repelled than that which vo- 


luntarily offers a vicarious pe: formance of 
the taſks of life, and conſpites with the na- 
tural lcve of eaſe againſt diligence and 
perſeverance. | 

While I was holding my pen over the 
laſt period, I was called down to Father 
Wilks the Benedictine, and Father 


| Brewer a Doctor of the Sorbon, who are 


come to England, and are now wander- 
ing over London, I have invited them 
to dine with me to-morrow, Father 
Cowley is well; and Mrs, Strickland is 
at Paris. More than this I have not yet 


learned. They ay, 1 think, here but a 


little time. 

I have ſent your laſt parcel of powders, 
and hype ſoon to come myſelf, I am, 
WCC. 


F 


LETTER XXXIV. 
From the ſame to the ſame. 


DrazesT Lapy, Sept. 6, 1777. 

I' is true that I have lonered, and 

what is warſe, Jonered with very little 
pleaſure. The time has run away, as 
m0{ time runs, without account, without 
uſe, ard w thour memorial. But to fa 
this of a tew weeks, though not pleaſing, 
might be herne, but what ou to be 
the 1evret of him who, in a few days, 
will have fo rearly the ſame to ſay of 
lixty-eight years? But complaint is 
vain. 

If vou have nothing to ſay from the 
neighbourhood of the metropolis, What 
can occur to me in little cities and pett 
towns; in places which we have both 
ſeen, and of which no deſcription is 
wanted? [I have left part of the com- 


pany with which you dined here, to come 


and write this letter; in which I have no- 
thing to tell, but that my nights are very 
ted us. I cannot perſuade myſelf to 
forbear trying ſomething. 

As you have now little to do, I ſup- 
poſe you ave pretty diligent at the Thra- 
liana, and a very curious collection poſ- 
terity will find it. Do not remit the 
practice of writing down occurrences as 
they ariſe, of whatever Kind, and be very 

5 D punctuat 


punctual in annexing the dates. Chro- 
nology you know is the eye of hiſtory; 
and every man's life is of importance to 
himſelf. Do not omit painful caſualties, 
or unpleaſing paſſages, they make the 
variegation of exiſtence ; and there are 
many tranſadtions, of which I will not 
promiſe with ZEneas, et hæc olim memi- 
niſſe juwabit. Vet that emembrance 
which is not pleaſant may be uſcful. 
There is however an intempera:e atten- 
tion to ſlight ciicumſtances which is to be 
avoided, leſt a great part of life be 
ſpent in writicg the hiſtvry of the reſt, 
Every day perhaps has ſomething to be 
noted, but in a ſettled and uniform cour:e 
few days can have much. 

| Why do I wiite all this, which I had 
no thought of when 1 begun? The 


Thraliana diove it all igto my head. It 


deſerves however an hom's refie&tion, to 
conhder how, - with the leatt loſs of time, 
the lois of what we wiſh to retain may 
be prevented. 

Do n«t negledt to write to me, for 
when a poſt comes enipiy, 1 am really 
diſappointed. a 

Beſwell, I belicve, will meet me here. 
I am, deareſt Lady, your, &c. 


LETTER xkxv. 


Dr. Fohnſo: to Mrs. Thrale. 


Dear Madam, Aſhbuournc, Sc Pi, is, 1777 
ERE is another bi: th-lay. They 
come very faſt. I am now ixty- 

eight. To lament the pat is vain ;* what 
remains is to lock tor hope in fatufity. 
Queeney has now paſſed another year. 


* 


I hope every year will being her happi- 


neſs. | 

Boſwell is with us in good humour; 
and plays his part with his uſual vivacity. 
We are to co in the Doctor's vehicle, 
and dine at Derby to-morrow 

Do yor know ary thirg ot Bolt- cout? 
Invite Mr. Levet to vmner, and make 
inquiry what family he has, ard how 
they proceed. I had a letter lately from 
Mrs. Wilbams. Dr. Lewis vilits her, 
and has added ipecacuanha to her baik : 
but | do not hear much of her amend- 
ment. Age is a very itubborn diieaſe. 
Yer Levet Yeeps ſound every night, I 
am ſorry for poor Seward's pain; but he 
may hve to be better. 


1 . % 
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Mr. * * * ©, ereRtion of an urn looky 
like an intention to bury me alive; | 
would as willingly fee my friend, ow. 


ever benevolent and hofpitable, 
inurned, Let him think for the 
of ſome more acceptable memorial, 

Does nobody tell that 4 warms 
climate and a clearer air is likely to help 
her ſon, and that it may be convenient h 
run away from an Engliſh winter, befg; 
he becomes too weak for travel? lt m. 
pears to me not improbable that chang: 
of air, and the amuſement and exerciſe (f 
ealy journeys, might enable one fo yourg 
to overcome his diſeaſe. 

Dr. Taylor has another buck. You 
mult not talk to us of veniſon. Fruit ia. 
deed we have little, and that little po- 
very good; but what there is has bes 
very liberally beſtowed. 

Mr. L and the DoRor (till live 
on different ſides of the (treer. 

We have had, for ſome time pai, ſuch 
harveſt weather as a Derbythire farmer 
dares ſcarcely hope. The harveſt ha; 
this year heen every where a month back- 
ward, but fo far as 1 can hear, has te. 
compenied the delay by uncommon plen- 
ty. Next year will, I hope, complete 
Mr. Thrale's wiſh of an hundted thouſ+nd 
barrels. 


quietly 
Preſent 


Ambition is then to have an 


end, and he muſt remember, that xo vi 


nor eft wirtus quam quærere, farta ture 


When he has climbed ſo bigh, his cat 


mutt he to keep himſelf from falling, ! 
am, dear Madam, your, &c. 


LETTER XXXVI. 
Mrs. Thrale to Dr. Jobrſen. 


Dear Six, 


1 HAVE got ſome news that will pleaſe 

you now. Here is an agreeable friend 
come from Paris, whom you wele vel 
fond of when we wee there—the Prior ct 
our Engliſh Benedictine convent, Mr. 
Cowley. I did not know lum again; lo 
much. was he altered by the change of 
dreſs. How capricious and abſurd one is 
always! I feel longing to call him Father 
Prior now; and upon the continent My 
ſcruple hindered me from utirg an appel- 
lation clearly and abſolutely prohibited 
by our Saviour's own words in the polpel 


The ſame objection however would again 


return if 1 was out of England again; 


but here, where one knows ſuch words 
carry 


8 — * —————_ a um fue, 


Sept. 18. 


Sect. It, 


carry no meaning of more ſerious import, 
I long to call him Father Prior for fond- 
neſs, He inquires much for you; and 
ſays, Wilkes is very well, No. 45, as 
they call him in the convent, A cell 1s 
always kept ready for your uſe, he tells me; 
ſo when your cruel miſtrels turns you out, 
no harm will come of it ; and when Mr. 
Thrale difinifſes me, I am to take refuge 
among the Auſtin Nuns, and ſtudy Vir- 
pil with dear Mifs Canmiog. 

Mr. Cowley is as pleaſant company as 
ever. We aſked Lord Mulgrave to meet 
hin, and be laid a thing lo like a thing 
of your ſaying, that I will repeet it di- 
reftly. We talked of England and 
France — he beds are (ofter there than 
here, quoth my maſter. Softer, if you 
will, but not ſo clean, Sir, repli:d the 
Prior, —No, no, dirty enough to be ſure, 
confelfed Mr. Thra!e, but exceeding 
foft, Why then, interrupts Lord Mol- 
erave, one may infer, that a hog in 
England lives juſt like a gentleman in 
France I find———t1> there let the pa- 
alle rſt Now was not that ſheech 
quite in the ſpirit of our dear Mr, John- 


tn ?—] think it will be cairied abuut the 


wn for vours tome time. 

My huſband bi:!s me tell you thit he 
tximined the. regiſter, and that Lever 
done ſeventy-two years old. 

| hope vour (nfs was but flight; J 
heard of it hy mere accident, and be- 
| exed but little; you have much of my 
needvliy to anſwer for, by prrperuatly 


detecting every body in fallehood fo, 
Let this report, howeyzr, theugh not 


Ie, ntoduce a lecture on general cau- 
, and 4 requett that you will not 
tre to torture that won conſtitution of 
yours quite te tuin, becauſe you have 
ing cle to do. It were better bind 
S again, as you did one year in our 
hitched [immer houſe, than weigh out 
Coles Of mercury and Opium winch we 
pot wanted, and then complain that you 
"* 1-1 metically ſealed. Very comical you 
EA enougn; but "tis beiter play 
Je trieks with a y thing elſe than with 
| O1t5 health, Were we not all juſtiy en- 
taged at the wretched fellow tor trying 
experiments on our buſineſs? and now 
101 wil have a firoke at the next valuable 
polletfion we have. | 
domething a ways happens when you 
% Lichneld; and our fitting Gown 
een to table yeſterday made my fool's 


1 
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nerves flutter for Queeney. Her father 
and | were of no conſequence one would 
think, or I might have thought of our- 
ſelves, but Mr. Murphy (zid ſhe had a 
nectic colour, and her fi: ſt couſin “ ig 
now abſolutely dying of a conſumption, 
ad I can't quiet my fears ſomehow, though 
I know them to he groundlels.—Can you 
tell hoau to control thick coming fancies ? 
Ah! dear Sir, do pray uy to govern your 
own, and d» not take phytic tor fur. 

Well! we will have no more ſuperſti- 
tion ju now if you pleaſe, becauſe if 
one eſcapes this huth day time, the reſt 
of the year is le!s dangerous; we are on 
the watch always about this week of Sep- 
1ember—you for youiſelf, and I for 
Heſtcr, Super ftition is that which ſuper- 
flet, is not 1? and then I do think we 
have all due claim to the konour of being 
very ſuperttitious, for we make much 
more ado than is neceſſary ture, 

Come, hee is news of Low- Mal- 
ling—the quiet old faſhioned - place in 
Kent, that you liked fo becauſe it was 
aurerable to your own notions of a rutal 
lite; 1 beli-ve we were the firlt people, 
except the matier cf it, who had for 
many vears ta. en delight in the old 
coach withour rings, the two roaſted 
ducks in one «diſh, the tortifh-d flower 
garden, ard fir trees cut in figures —A 
ſpirit of innovation has however reached 
even thele at Jill, The roads are 
mended; no more narrow ſhaded Janes, 
but clear open twnpike trotting, A yew 
hedge, or an eugh hed-e if you wil, 
newly cut down too by his n-; hew's deme. 
Ah thoſe neph-ws! And a wall pulled 
away, which bore incomparable fruit 
to call iu the country—1s the phraſe, Mr. 
Thale 1s wicked enough to urge on theſe 
rough reforme:$; how it will end ] know 
not. For your comfort, the ſquare canals 
e drop into one another; and the cho- 
colate is ſtil} made in the room by a maid, 
who curtſies as ſhe preſents every cup. 
Dear old Daddy Brooke 1:1 ks well, and 
tven hardiome, at eight y-ne Years uld H 
while I aw his fiite:, who is ninety-teur 
years old, and calls him Frazkey, cat 
more veiſon at a fitung tin Mr. 
Thrale. Theſe arc the hope contem- 
plations of this ſeaſon. May av daugh- 
ter and my friend but enjoy lite as long, 
and vſe it as innocently as theſe ſweet 
people have done. The ſight of ſuch a 
family conſoles one's heart, 


Jam 
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I am glad the Richmond ſcene diverted 
you; my mafter laughed when I read 
it over to him; but here is now nothing 
to tell but what has been often repeated. 
Our Paris friends are melancholy I hear, 
and Madame de Bocages laments her 
Rate of low ſpirits; is there any. founda- 
tion for the idea prevalent among us, 
that we are the only nation where hy- 
pocondriac diieaſes are frequent, and that 
the French are almoſt wholly free? You 
are not willing to believe with the herd 
in that particular I dare ſay; yet when 
a man is ſick, you are always ſending 
him to the continent,—1 never can think 
for what ;—he had beiter die at home; 
and the foreigners only get a notion of 


England's being unwholeſome by ſeeing. 


ſuch couſumptive looking creatures come 
out of it as flock to Nice, Montpelier, 
&c. I dare fay they think we are all ſo; 
and you may remember the French ladies 
wondering at my healthy looks—which 
I ſhall never get again. 

So adieu, dear Sir, and be content 
with this long volume of a letter from 
your trvly faithful ſervant, 


How could I] wrie fo much? and from 


Streatham ? I] alive at my own bei in 


ſpinning out ſo. Mr. Thale is cuicd of 
his paſhon for Lady R——— already. 


LETTER XXXVIL. 


Dr. Johnſon to Mrs. Thrale. 


Dear Madam, Aſhbourne, Sp. 20,1777. 

DO not remember what has happened 

that you write on mourning paper, 
and uſe black Max. X 

B liked 8 better as he 
knew him. more, and ſeems well pleaſed 
to he 1emembered by him and my maſter. 

Pretty dear Queeney | I wiſh her many 
and many happy birth-days. I hope you 
will never loſe her, though 1 ſhould go 
to Lichfie'd, avd though ſhe ſhould fit 
the thirteenth in many a company. 

You have nothing to ſay becauſe you 
hive at Streatham, ard expect me io ſay 


much when I return from Lichfield aud. 


Aſhbourne, places to be conſidered as 
abounding in novelty, and ſupplying 
every hour waternls for hiſtory. It is as 
much as T can do to furniſh every poſt 
with a letter; I Keep nothing behind for 
oral communication. 


I took Boſwell yeſterday to fee Keiidle- 
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ſtone, and the filk mills, and the chin 
work at Derby; he was pleated vit 4 

The Derby china is very pretty, by | 
think the gilding is all ſuperficial; 200 
the finer pieces ate ſo dear, that perhapg 
filver veſſels of the ſame capacity way b 
{lometimes bought at the ſame p'ice; and 
I am not yet ſo infected with the con. 


Sion of china-fancy, as 10 like avy thy 


at that rate which can fo eaſily be broken, 

Maſter is very inconſtant to Lacy 
R—. Did he not hold out Sant 
forty ſuch tepellents from Mrs, f 
He grows nice I find; let him try whethy 
nicety will make him happy. 

Boſwell has ſpent more money than he 
expected, and 1 mult ſupply him wih 
part of his expences home I have na 
much with me, and beg Maſter to ſerd 
me by the next poſt, a note of ted 
pounds, which I Will purQtually tetum, 
not in opportunities of beneficence, though 
the nobleſt payment in the world, hut 
in money, or bank-pap'r. Do not det 
him torget me. 

Do not ſuppoſe that I wrote this letter 
on purpoſe to borrow. My {uu} didans 
it. I did not think on it whey, | hep 0 


o write. When I miſs a poſt, I g 


myielf as deviating om the true tue 
action. | Seeing things in this light, | 
conſider every letter as ſmething in e 
line of duty; upon this foot I make m1 
arrangement, and under whatever cu 
cumſtances of difficulty, end-avour t9 
carry them into egecutiov ; for haviig 
{ome degree pledged myle!f for the pir- 
formance, I think the reſolution both 0 
my head and heat engaged, and fe- 
probate every thought of dehiting fron 
the undertaking. 

How:l tells of a few words in Sp3nit, 
the true utterance of which will denen 
nate the ſpeaker b4a0 romanciador, | * 
laſt ſentence will un bueno politics. f: 
that can rattle thoſe words well tage hel, 
may fay all that political controve!') 
generally produces, I am, &c. 

P. S. Nay, but do inquire after Bolt 
court. 


LETTER XXXVIl. 


From the ſame to the ſame. 


Dear Madam, Aſhbourne, S-p. 221777 
ow to fit down to tell me a long wy 
paper ftory about Lord Harcov' 


and his dog.—-1 hoped when you 
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o (ve llam Garden. | 
ay this week, 2nd I ſhall not think of 
fring here much longer, though the 
aid whiltles very prettily. My nights 


35 Ms 
„ ? 


ſzen Levet you would have learned ſome- 
thing that concerned me. - 
1 hope Maſter has been ſo kind as to 


cad me the ten pounds, elſe 1 (ll be 
W +4 to bo row at Aſhbourne or Lich- 


feld. ths: 
"Boforell has been this morning with me 
He talks of going 


are Hill ſuch as 1 do not like; but com- 
„aint will net mend them. 
Bs * © © holds life to one and! 


E {ty he will probably live on; for his 


-onititution, if it does not grow weaker, 
will! b-come firmer. 

The harvelt in Staffordſhiie has been 
{ch for plenty, and fo well gathered, as 
eo be mentioned with admit ation. Make 
rour molt of theſe golden years, and 
Muy liberally what will now be liherally 
a\l-wed. I hope to partake a little of 
the genstal aburdance—But I am now 
'xty cight, Make good uſe, my dear 
ade, of your days of health and ſpright- 
tels, Sixiy-:1ght is coming Faſt upon 
yn; —let it not nod you wondering what 
18 Ie. ome of all the bal. 

'r Aurt comes tow, ſho can do but 
ith: harm, for ſhe will har-ily go wich 
von to Briahthehnſtone, and ſhe cannot 
long trouble you at Streatham. 


| hope. toon to come tu Licificid, and 


tom i.1chfieldd to London. 

Tailor aid -Bef. ſend their comp!i- 
ments with thoſe of, Madam, your moſt 
humble fcryait, 


LETTEE -XXAIY. 
hirs. Thrale to Dr. Johnſon. . 


DAR Six, Ottober 1, 1777. 
* lome let er lately you wonder at my 
vnny bias k WAX for the paper was 
eu ly not gilt as if you had torgorten 
my numberleſs reafors for mourning, 
becauſ- you are not perpetually hearing 
me tecall them to your memory. Afflic- 
tron however is very good for us all I 
Cub not, 01 it would hardly be beſtowed 
lo liberally, The flower of an alce tree 
s, 1 am told, fo peculiarly Meet, that 
bees, beft junges in ſuch a caſe, ſeek it 
om an immenſe diſtance ; we know how 
der the ſtem is, and how rarely we are 
indulged with the bloflom. 1f a good 


parallel may be drawn from this reflec- 
den to human life, let us add another: 
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a turnip is ſweet to the taſte, but gives 2 
raucid and unpleaſant flavour to every 
animal that feeds upon it. A life ot 
peace avd pleaſure would probably have 


as bad an effect upon the mind of man. 


And now I think you will run to Mis. 
De(moulines, or ary other Miſtreis, as 2 
refuge from your true Miſtre(s's pedantry- 
Does that word remind me of Lord 
„ [| hope not: he has ſren much, 
real much, ard trayeiled much; he talks 
a great deal, and from a very faſhion- 
ably turniſhed mind, — When we ſaw him 


Jait, he hid me aſk you whether there are 


three. vulames, or only two, of Parket's 
Hiſtory, or Parker's Memoirs, or ſome 
ſuch thing. It was io Latin, and very 
fine Lata too he ſail, I knew not from 
beginning to end what he meant; and 
my ignorance reminded me of the maid- 
ſervant Mr. Pepys tells of, who let ber 
matter know one morning that a gentle- 
man had called when he was out the 
evening before; and -begged he would 
lend him thre? oxen and a hogſhead. 
You won't underſtand me, child, added 
he, but your maſter will; jt was Theo- 
critus and Horace's works that were 
wanted; and Jam much in the gul's 
caſ”, for | comprehend not a ſyllable of 
+ + © **; requreſt—and perhaps have 
tranſinitted it as wildly. 

We have ſeen nothing but Mis. 9. 
here. She ſays all“ faults ſhould 
be changed upon his mo her, but then 
ſhe is robody's mother herſelf, How 
dreadful, 1fead of delightful, would it 
be, to contemplate one's houſe full of 
childien, if all the future errors of each 
were to go to the mother's account! Yer 
would nut my lot b. heavy even then, for 
better babi-s hieathe nut—cculd, I but 
keep them! than mine. Queeney ſhall 
fer d you a proof-ſhect of her excellence 
to- Morrow, 

Poor 8 y B——w is dying, they 
tell me; you liked her vaſtly that ſam- 
mer we were ſo much together with her 
at this plate z—how happy Mr. Beau- 
clerc is got better !—he is a prodigious 
favourite I know; but when you were 
ſorry for poor old De. F—2——xk, it 
was mere virtue, as I think I never ſaw 
a ſtronger antipathy. Shall we write an 
epitaph upon him, and ſay, He fat well 
at a table ?—for that was the highef 
praiſe we could ever get you to allow 
bim, even with Murphys help. Saint 

| Pavin's 


* 
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Pavin's hen gn would not be amiſs 
For Fitzpatrick; and there is a ſtroke in 
their lives too not very diſſimilar. 
Fitzpatrick's d: ad—wert thou his friend ? 
Wich tears lame nt thy lot: 
Did fortun no ſuch favour lend? 
Lament that thou wert not. 

$:us ce tombeau git Saint Fawn, 

Dome des larmes d ſa fir; 

Tu fus de Jes amis peut Gre? 

Pleare ton ert, pleure le ſien; 

Tu nen fus pas? plerre le lien, 

Paſſant, awir marque d'en @re. 

I cannot gueſs how long we ate to flay 
here; Mr. Thrale does not tell me, and 
I am as you tay no good wir der. Car- 
dina} Albcroni was ſaid to be ſo ingenious, 
that no concealed intentions of another 
could ef ape him; but Jean Rouſſet, 
who wines his life, deſcribes kim as a 
rattling man too, that talked at all rates. 
Flaſhy, light, and loud converſition is 
often a cloke for cunning, I believe; as 
ſhowy life, and a pay outſide ſpreads now 
and then a thin coyering over avarice or 
Poverty. The companion who - rattles 
reſembits a juggler, who, while your at- 
Fenton is fixed upon his talk, changes 
vour pold into counters. This, however, 
I have no higher authority for, than Al- 
heroni's char acte - Richaidſon's way of 
winding was more cold and fly. 

I have picked up foine agreeable 
young folks, ja come from ſchool fome- 
where on the continent, who are ging 
to London for the fiift time—-with clear 
compl: xions, and hearts apparently as 
char. We were ſaying how foow they 
would be aliered. A capital city will, 
by even a ſhort iefiilence in it, change 
*he whole naſe. How flori , bright, and 
tranſparent is the arterial blood, before 
it has paſſed through - the heart—m:tro- 
polis of our human frame—for exam; le; 


and how mud:!y, grofs, and heavy in com- 
pariſon is that winch we drew trom the 


veins in tis return! But I mutt hy no 
more—you would rather be ſick in Lon— 
don, I rem:mber, than well in the coun- 
try. 8 


When are we likely to meet? If the 


Noctor's witertall roars happily, I think 
there is Iitile chance, for a month, of 
your quitting A ſhbour e, except to ſhew 
As environs to Mr, Boſvel}, Derbyſhire 
is 2 gloricus county, ard affords much 
matter for ſpeculation; beſides that, he 
ill wiite down all you fay, and all he 
ſays io you about every thing. Luckily 
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know your opinions by aſking them ti, 


for us his adorers, our dear Dr. John 
wants very little winding; we may 4 


ſtraightelt way; and mines ate alway 
beſt in a mountain where adits can wet 
commodiouſly be made for bringing on 
the ore, you know. | 
Farewell, dear Sir, and love my bul. 
band, and like my letters; and pray by 
jealous of the 8 's and G 
they are fo very likely to ſupply your Ju; 
to your moſt faithful humble (cryant, 


P. 8. I am afraid you will be my 
at the ftory of Foote; and what will M. 


Mu phy fay —1 think he will i Fa 
very forry. You muſt go to work har e 
about the Lives, and not let your fancy of 
dwell upon it. Theſe are juſt the things by 
which bulineſs prevents from preſſing . 


one; it has no power at all, though 6 
gravely recommended, over ſerious grief 
or real loſs, 


LETTER XL 


Dr. Johnſon to Mri. Tbralt. 


Deur Madam, l. ichfie ld, OR. 3, 1777; 
His is the Jaſt time that 1 ſhall write, 
in this excurſion from this' place, 
To-morrow I fhall be, I hope, at Bir- 
mingham ; from which place 1 ſhall do 
my beit to find the neareſt way home. 
| come home, I think, worſe than | went; 
and do not like the ſtate of my heal. 
But wive hodie, make the moſt of hite. 
I hope to get better, and—ſweep the 
cobwebs. But I have fad nights. Mrs. 
Aſton has ſent me to Mr. G:eea to be 
cure:!, 

Did you fee Forte at Brightheln (tone? 
—Did you think he would ſo ſoon be 
gone Life, ſays Falſtaff, is a ſhuttle, 
He ws a fine fellow in his way; and the 
worl4 is really impoveriſhed by his fok- 
ing glories, Murphy ought to write lis 
lite, at Icaſt to give the world a Footzana, 
Now, will any of his cotemporaries be- 
wail him? Will Genius change his ſex 
to weep? 1 would really have his he 
written with diligence, _ 

It will be proper for me to work pretty 
diligently now for ſome time. I hope 


to get through, though ſo many weeks 


have paſſed. Little lives and little ci. 
tieiſms may ſerve. 

Having been in the country ſo long 
with very little to detain me, I am rather 
glad ts look homewards, I am, &c. 


Sec, III. RE 


1.RKTTER Ml. 


From the ſame to the ſame. 


* 


Lichfield, 
Dear MADAM, Otfober 27, 1777. 
vob talk of writing and Mriung, as if 


you had all the writing to yourfelf. 
if our corre|por:dence were printed, I am 
{vie polterity, tor polterity 18 always the 
author's favourite, would fay that I am 
3 pood writer too. —Anch'io ſono pitlore. 
To fit down fo often with nothing to ſay; 
o lay ſomething ſo often, almmolt without 
| coniciouſnels of ſaying, and without any 
ſemembrance of having ſaid, is a power 
of which 1 will not violate my molefty 
by boaſtiug, but 1 do not believe that 
eyrry body has it. : 

Some, when they wine to their friends, 
ne all affection; dome are wile and ſen- 
| tentious ; ſome ſtrain their powers for ef- 
forts of gaiety ; ſome writ? news, and 
lome write {:crets; but to make a letter 
| without affection, without witdum, with- 
| Out gaicty, without news, and without a 
Niet, is, doubtleſs, the great epiſtolic 


os 


e In a man's letters, you know, Madam, 
Gt | is {ul lies raked, his letters are only 
g the mi: rour of his breaſt; whatever paſſes 
0 


| vithin lim is ſhown undiſguited 10 ts na— 
tural proceis; nothing is inverted, no- 


'; wing ditoftedt; you fee fyRems in their 
. tlements; you dilcover actions in thei 
* Moyes, 
85 Ot this great truth, ſounded by the 
ky knowing to the ignorant, and {o echoed 
be 'y thr ignorant to the knowing, What 
tiidence have you now before you. 1s 
bf "vt my soul laid open in theſe veracious 
% faces? Do vat you lee me reduced to my 


halt principles? This is the pleaſure of 
wretyonding with a friend, where doubt 
aid chltrun have no place, and every 
Ping 1s ſaid as it is thought. The ori- 
ab idea is laid down in its fimple pu— 
„ and all the ſupervenient conceptions 
ie lyread over it Aratum ſuſ er flratum,'as 
Fey happen to be formed. Theſe are 
* enters by which ſouls are united, and 
Wich nunds naturally in uniſon move 
tech other as they are moved themſelves. 
debe, deareſt lady, that in the peru- 
= of this, ſuch is the conlanguinity of 
ns N you will be touched as I 
1 | have indeed concealed 

Som you, nor do I expe& ever 
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to repent of having thus opened my heart. 
I am, &c. 


LETTER XLII. 
From the ſame to the ſame. 


DeartsT Mapam, Ottober 15, 1778. 


you that are among all the wits, de- 
lighting and delighted, have little 
need of entertainment from me, whore 
you lett at home unregarded and uapitied, , 
to (ſhift in a world to which you have made 
me ſo much a ſtranger; yet I know you 
will pretend to be angry it I do not write 
a letter which, when you know the 
hand, you will perhaps lay aſide to be 
read when you a:e-diefling to-morrow z 
and which, when you have read it, it 
that ume ever comes, you will throw 
away into the drawer and ſay—ſtuff! 

AS to Dr, Collier's epitaph, Nollikens 
has had it fo long, that I have forgotten 
how long. You never had it. 80 you 
may (et the 8 s at defiance, 

There is a print of Mrs. Montague, 
and I ſhall thiak myſelf very ii] rewarded 


tor my love and adaziraiion at the does nut 


give me one; ſhe will give it nobody in 
whom it will excite more teſpectful ſenti- 
ments. But I never could get any thing 
trom her but by puſhing a face; and fo, 
if you pleaſe vou may tell het. 

I hope you let Miſs 8 
{ife you keep her hook. It was too fine 
for 2 ſcholars talons. I hope ſhe gets 
books that ſhe may handle with more 
treedom, and underſtand wich leſs diffi- 
culty. Do not let her forget me. 

When I called the other day at Bur- 
ney's, I tound only the young ones at 
home; ar laſt came the Doctor and 
Madam, frem a dinner in the country, to 
tell how they had been robbei as they r- 
turned. The Doctor faved his purſe, but 
gave them three guineas and ſome filver, 
of which they returned him three-and 
ſixpence, unaſked, to pay the turn- 
pike. | 

| have fat twice to Sir Joſhua, and be 
ſcems to like his own perturmance. He 
has projected another, ig which | am to 
be buſy; but we can think on it at lei- 
ſure. | 

Mis. Williams is come home better, 
and the habitation is all concord and har- 
mony; only Mr. Levet hazbours diſcon- 
tent. . 

With Dr. Lawrence's conſent, I have, 
tor 


know how 
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for the two laſt nights, taken muſk ; the 
neſt night was a worſe night than com- 
mon, the ſecond a beiter, but not fo 
much better as that I daie aſcribe any 
virtue to the medicine. I took a ſcruple 
each time. | | 

Now Miſs has ſeen the camp, I think 
ſhe ſhould write me ſome account of it. 
A camp, however familiarly we may 
ſpeak of it, is one of the great ſcenes of 
human life. War and peace divide the 
buſineſs of the world. 
habitations of thoſe who conquer king- 
doms, or defend them. 

But what are wits, and pictures, and 
camps, and phylic ? "There is till a near- 
er concern to moſt of us.— Is my maſter 
come to himſelf? Does he talk, aud 
walk, and look about him, as if there 
were yet ſomething in the world far which. 
it is worth while to live? Or does he yet 
fit ard ſay nothing? He was mending be- 
fore lie went, and ſurely he has not re- 
lapſed. To grieve for evils is often 
wrong; but it is much more wrong to 
grieve without them. All foirow that 
laſts longer than its cauſe is morbid, and 
ſhould be ſhaken off as an attack of me- 
lancholy, as the fure-ranner of a greater 
evil than poverty or pain, | 

I never fad with Dr. Dodd that I 
love to prattle upon paper, but I have 
praitled now til} the paper vill not hold 
much more than my goud wiſhes, which 
I Gnricerely lerd you, 1 am, & c. 


LETTER XLIII' 


Mr.. Thraie to Dr. Johnſon. 


| Briehhelmitone, Nov. 11, 1778. 
Y OU are very kind, dear Sir, in wifning 


us at hone, and we ere very much 


obliged to you for all your good withes, 
and all your good help towards ovr h p— 
pineſs; nutrwithilanding the worthy pa- 
rallel you draw between yourſelf ard 
boneſt Joſeph. That leiter in Clarify 
was always a favourite of mine—'tis na- 
ture, is truth, and what I delight in t 
more, *tis general nature, not p-iticular 
wanne s, that Richardſon repre fonts — 
Hor eſt Joſeph, ard Pamela's old Father 
and mother, are tracſlstable, not like 
Fieldin..'s fat landladies, who all ſpeak 
the Wiltſhire dialed — arrow man, or ar- 
row woman, inſtead of ©er a man and 
e'er a woman. Such minute attentions 
to things ſcarce worth attending io, aie, 
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at beſt, excellencies of a ,meaner kind 
and moft worthy the partiality of tin 
who colleèts Dutch paintings in pic. 
ence to the Italian ſchool, But | en 
not add another word on this fubjes 
though you are a Richaidſonian your 
ſelf. 

With regard to coming home, a 
que toca al rebuſnar, as Sancho fays, | 
have leave to be explicit. Burney ſhy! 
being you on the 26th ; fo now we mx 
talk about Richardſon aid Fielding if vs 
will, or of any thing elſe but, come 
home; for did not wiſe Uliſf:s g 4 
ſlvep as ſoon as he was within light! of ki 
own: countiy which he had hunted tn 
leſs than ten long years? And does no 
the TI1ſhman, when at half the eat 
diameter from his miſtreſs, cry out, Al 
my dear Sheela O'Shalah, were | oe 
within forty miles ot thoſe pretty ch! 
would n-ver deſire to be reater them i 
all my life? So «why ſhould nat l, 300 
fretting to come home ever ſince we care 
h:thcr, though I wever ſaid -e 
ſhould not I, now the day is fixrd fue 
a: d thin« no more on it ? That, ve . 
Jonnſon, is a bad place of which e 
beſt gocd thing is bad weathei et tia 
is true of Brighthelmſtone this autum-; 
aud laſt week we had ſome ſtorms ty 
were very ſublime. To ſce the ſhp hn 
ſhe fought, as the Clown fays, and! 
ca how he flap-drazoned it, wis 2 de 
ſghi tous ſafely poſted obſe ver- 
mari magna, &c — And what ate Vis. 
Williams and Mis. Deſmoulines comes 
to the winds ard the waves? Theile 5: 
horn lanthorns (e remember) and pt 
per lanthoens, but what are they a 
vppoted to the fun and the moon! W 
ter is coming on a-pace, that's ce 14% 
and it will be three mouths at beast te 
we ſhall live without the fight of © 
ther leaf or bloſſom; we wil ity ed! 
fires and good humour, and make 0» 
ſelves all the amends. we cab. I he 
loſt more than ſpring and ſummer 
have loft what made my happineis n 
ſeaſons of the year; but the black 5 
ſha!l not male prey of both my M4 
and mytelf.— Much is gont— Z 
What then remains, but well what's £5 

to uſe ? | tet 
An! keep good. humour fill, Whale 
we loſe. L 

The ſpeech in this place s, on * 
eſcape the melancholy months that = 
a decaying year, becauſe there I 


Ll 
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leaves to fall forſooth. —But don't you 
know April from November without 
trees ? Methinks, wanting woods to tell 
the ſeaſons, is as bad as wanting a wea- 
thercock to know which way the wind 
blows, Here is Mr.“ , howerer, 
who talks all about taſte, and claſſics, and 
country cuſtoms, and rural ſports, with 
rapture, which he perhaps fancies unaf- 


fecled was riding by our chaiſe on the 


Downs yeſterday, and ſaid, becauſe the 
ſun ſhone, that one could not perceive it 
was autumn, for, fays he, there is nct 
one tree in fight to ſhew us the fall of the 
leaf; aud hark! how that ſweet bird 
lings, continued he, juſt like the firit 


| week in May. No, no, replied [, that's 


nothing but a poor 10bin-redbreaſt, whoſe 
chill wintry note tells the ſeaſon too plain- 
ly, without aſſiſtance from the vegetable 
kingdom, Why, you amaze me, quoth 
our tied, J had no notion of that, Yet 
Mrs. * * ſays, this man is a natural 
cot verſer, and Mrs.“ is an honour- 
able lady. 

My maſter is a good man, and a ge 
rerous, he has made me ſome valuable 
preieuts here ; and he ſwims now, and 
forgets the black dog. 

Mr. Murphy is a man whoſe eſteem 
every one muft be proud of ; I wrote to 
lim about Evelina two days ago. 

M.. Scrafe is the confut of our lives 
here, Driven from buſineſs by ill health, 
he concentrates his powers now to ſerve 
private friends. For true vigour of mind, 
for invatiahle attachment to thoſe he has 
long loved, for penetration to find the 
right way, and ſpirit to pus ſue it, I have 
lee n none excerd him. How much more 
valuable 18 ſuch a character than that of 
2 polite ſcholar, your belles lettres man, 
wh would never have known that bees 
made honey, had nat Virgil wriiten his 
Grorgics? | f 5 

Your visiting ticket has been left very 
completely in Wales. Was it the faſhion 
to leave cards in Prior's time ? I thought 


not Vet he ſeems to allude to the cul- 


tom, when he ſays, people 
Should in life's viſit leave their name; 

And in the writing take great care 

That ail was full, and round, and fair. 


The Welch, I once told you, would 
never be ungrateful—a-propos, I am not 
my{elf half grateful enough to Mr. Fitz- 
maurice, for his unſought and undeſerved 
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civilities towards me, concerning my old 
houſe and pictures in Wales. — Though 


you deſpiſe them, you do not, I am ſure, 
deſpiſe me for deſiring that he ſhould be 


pleaſed, So now do pray help to diſ- 


charge ſome of my debts of politeneſs, 
and write him a pretty letter on his ſon's 
birth—and get it finiſhed, figned, ſealed, 
and delivered at furtheſt—before the boy 
comes of age, if you can. 

My friend ®* * is dying, ſure 
enough; but dear Mrs, * * * need be 
in no concern for his future ſtate, on the 
ſame (core the trembled for her huſ- 
13 do you remember how prettily 

e congratulated me that my mother 
would go to heaven, while poor ——, 
fays ſhe, God knows what will become of 
him ! for if it were not for the maycril 
he would never have known Chriftmas 
from Whirſuntide, Ah! dear Sir, and 


don't you think I prize you more, now 


I have loſt my laſt ſurviving parent ?— 
Such a parent !|—Yes, yes—one may 
have twenty children, but amor deſcend, 
it is by one's father and mother alone that 
one is loved. I, poor ſolitary wretch ! 
have no regard now for any one, except 
what I can purchaſe by good behaviour, 
or flattery, or inceſſant fatigue of atten- 
tien, and be worked at beſides, ſick or 
well, with intolerable diligence, or elſe 
I loſe even you, whom I daily eſteem 
moi e, as | ſee the virtue of ſome ſo dilut- 
ed by folly, and the underftanding of 
others ſo tainted by vice. I am now far 
from happy, yet I dreſs, and dance, aud 
do my bett to ſhew others how merry I- 
am. Ii is the winter robbin that twit- 
ters though, not the ſummer throftle that 
lings. | 

I long to come home, but wherever [ 
am depend on my heing ever, dear Sir, 
your molt obedient ſervant. 


Mr. Scraſe gives us fine fruit ; I with- 
ed y-u my pear yeſterday, but then what 
would one pear have done for you? 


LE FER XLIY, 


Dr. Johnſen to Mr. Thrale. 


Dean Six, Lickfield, June 23, 1779. 
1 ſhew you how well 1 think of your 
health, I have ſent yon an hundred 
pounds to keep for me. It will come 
within one day of quarter day, and that 
day you mult give me, I came by it in 
SE a very 


— 6 
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a very uncommon manner, and would 
not confound it with the rett. 
My wicked miſtreſs talks as if ſhe 


thought it poſſible for me to be indiffe. 


rent or negligent about your health or 
her's. If I could have done any good, I 
had not delayed an hour to come to you, 
and I will come yery ſoon to try if my ad- 
vice can be of any uſe, or my company of 
any entertainment. F 
What can be done you mult do for 
yourſelf ; do rot let any unealy thought 
{ſettle in your mind. Chearfulneſs and 
exerciſe are your great remedies. No- 
thing is for the pielent worth your anxię- 
tv. Vivite lei1 is one of the great rules 
of health. I believe it will be good to 
ride often, but never to wearineſs, for 
wearineſs is itſelf a temporary reſolution 
of the nerves, and is therefore to be 
avoided. Labour is exerciſe continued 


to fatigu —exerciſe is labour uſed only 


while it produces plealure. 

Above all, keep your mind quiet, do 
not think with 'earneſtneſs even of your 
health, but think on ſuch things as may 
pleaſe without too much agitation ; 
among which I hope is, dear Sir, your, 


. | | 
LETTER XLV. 


Mrs. Thrale to Dr. Joh ſon. 

Brighton, Nov. 11, 1779 

JT? is a great plraſure to me, dear Sir, 
that you ſhuuld be pleaſed with my 
corie ſpondence; 1 hope there is appro- 
bation mixed with partiality which does 
me infinite honour, I have ki own you 
prejudiced in favour of people you could 
not quite approve ſometimes; but I would 
not have that be my aſe. You ſa true 


enough about our political fears, which 


n.-agnity by mere diltance from the capi- 
tal, aud paucity of converſation : not but 
that every one here has, I truth, domeſtic 
terrors enough to employ his thoughts 


us well as myſelf—hut thoſe are uneatt- 


relſes one cannot talk about, and it is 


therefore perhaps that we ſeek ſome com- 


mon theme of lamentation, when all may 
expreſs concern, and be applauded by the 
relt for appearing to feel it. What an ar- 
tificial lite one does lead! and how fin- 
cerrly one's heart revolts all day long 
againit one's on conduct! Mr. Thrale's 
ſituation perpetually in my thoughts, is a 
ſubje& on which no talk can be had even 


her cares, or their conſequences, a ruins 
conſtitution : my maſter does not like hs 


being produced by a peſtilential vajour 


do tell me when you write next. 


-ruining and dying all the time. Do yi 


Book ly 


with you, yet what ſignifies difſemty 
ſo ?—l * his . a, 
Poor Mis. ** is paſt diſſembling 


much, nor diſlike her: he is all 6 ear 
now—up among the boughs, as Mi 
Owen calls it. We have many prov. 
cial phraſcs in her country and mine, thy 
are more expreſſive than your fine fie 
Engliſh ſentences. They will live tos, 1 
dare ſay, to the end of time, and (- 
changes and loſſes affect the languap 
with a varicty of alterations, while the 
1emain juſt where they always were=y 
the ſame manner as the turf monumer; 
on Marlborough Downs will outſtand al 
the ſtatues of Weltminſter Abbey, 

am ſorry to hear that there is an ir. 
fluenza about the town again : what i; 
the true reaſon of theſe contagious cold 
I have heard men account tor them, 4 


broken out from ſome fiſſure of the earh 
in a diſtant region; but ſurely were that 
the caſe, one ſhould hear accounts of n 
regular and marked progreſs over the 
continent, from which we are not ſo d. 
vided as to want intelligence of Iefs in- 
portant matters than' theſe. What » 
plague in one country may, fur aught | 
know, be influenza in another; however 


I believe our friend has lol 
ſomething, notwithſtanding your ealon; 
to the contrary ; one may reaſon one, 
ſelf cut of the belief of any thing, but 
ſee the man looks all amazed ſomehos; 
and I feel as lure as if he had told me, 
that ſome great evil of the pecuniary 
kind has befallen him: if you will cred: 
no illneſs til! you ſee the patient panting 
for lite, or no money loſt till you rea! 
over his banker's hook, much may bee. 
fered by us all while you eicape tom be 
neceſſy ,of fympathizing, but we at 


temember when Mr. Perkins told us d 
that fellow A r, who would force vs 
into a law-ſuit and then loſt his cauit- 
how I aſked in what manner he looked 
Why, ſays Perkins, he looked like a wa 
that was nonſuited. He would lay much 
the ſame of Mr. | 

What ſhall I tell you next that is Cl. 
11045 or entertaining, to keep up the k- 
ing you have to my letters? they are rot 


very admirable from their profundity: | 
wat 


Sea. III. 
| was reading the other day in ſome book, 
| that Cardan was delighted in his old age to 
find that the letters he wrote in his youth 

were abſolutely unintelligible even to him- 
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ſelf, ſo recondite were the ſubjects of 
them, and ſo deep the erudition in which 


| every ſentiment was involved: the ſatiſ- 


faction with which we ſhall one day re- 
view our correſpondence will be of a very 
different nature from his. 


Lord Robert Manners told me a pretty 


tory here one day, à propos to nothing 
in the world ; but 1 liked it, and will tell 
it you: he would willingly have ſworn to 
its truth, We were, fays he, in the 
front of the battle at Fontenoy, when I 
obſerved my friend Honey wood endea- 
vouring to cleave down a ſoldier of the 


enemy, but his hanger ſticking faſt in the 


ſhoulder, the fellow - gained power to 
thruſt him through the fide with his bay- 
onet, while another firuck him on the 


head and face with a ſabre, ſo that he 


immediately dropped : my attention being 
called away to annoy others and defend 
myſelf, I thought no more on't : but next 
day, wher, the waggons were carrying 
off the wounded, I ſaw Honeywood on 
one of them, with half-a-dozen of ſoldiers 
lying a-top of him Poor fellow, ſays I 
to myſelf, thou art done for now ſure 
enough. But what was my ſurpriſe when 
we came to Hanau, in-receiving a meſ- 
men:s, and defired I would come and ſee 
his wounds dreſſe l. I went directly 
and now Bob look ſharp, cries the gal- 
lant creature, and thou ſhalt ſee my 
braingz and Middleton the ſurgeon here 
ſhall hear witneſs that I have tome. 

Was not this a fine courageous fellow ? 
We have a loſs of Lord Robert; I loved 
tis {tories paſſionately; and if one is to 
expect truth and honour at all in this 
world, it is from an old general officer, 
with grey hair and crutches, who ſcorned 
failetood in his youth, and muſt abhor it 
in his age. 

can chat no more though; my fears 
for Mr. Thrale are renewed by his beha- 
viour; yet nothing has happened; it is 
the general manner that alarms me— 
Burr, all this vagabonding nonſenſe, and 
thivk what ſhould be done. Nay, fray 
be ſ:10us, I ſhall write you a very grave 
letter to-morrow; I am aſhamed to think 
I could talk about any thing elſe now; 
vut nobody apprehends any thing even 


lage, with Mr. Honeywood's compli- 


EN 763 
- preſent, except your faithful ſervant, 


And to me Ea 
The monſter death keeps full in fight, 
And puts the fairy hope to flight 
Blackens th* horizon all around, 
And points to the abyls profound. 


Farewell. Pray write ſoon and ſriouſly. 
IU am going to dear Mr. Scraſe. 


LETTER XLVI. 
Dr. Johnſon to Mrs. Thrale. 


Dear Madam, London, Nov. 16, 1769. f 
PRAY how long does a letter tarry be- 
tween London and Brighthelmitone ? 
Your letter of the 12th I received on the 
I 5th, 
is Mr , a feel.. nw 
well that ſhe has yet power to feel. Fic- 
tion durſt not have driven upon a few 
months ſuch a conflux of miſery. Com- 
fort her as you can. i 
I have looked again into your grave 
letter. You mention truſtees. I do 
not ſee who can be truffee for a caſual, 
and variable property, for a fortune yet 
to he acquired. How can any man be 
truſt-d with what he cannot poſſeſs, can- 
not aſcertain, and cannot regulate? The 
trade muſt be carried on by ſomebody 


who mu{t be anſwerable for the debts 


contracted, This can be none but your- 
ſelf; unleſs you deliver up the property 
to ſome other agent, and truſt the chance 
both of his prudence and his honeſty, 
Do not be frighted; trade could not he 
managed hy thoſe who manaxe it, if it 
had much difficulty. Their great books 
are ſoon underſtgod, and their language, 

If ſpe-ch it may be calb'd, that fprech is none 

Diſt ng u\thable in number, mood, or tenſe, 
is under{tood with no very laborious ap- 
plication. 

The help which you can have from 
any man as a truſtee, you may have 
from him as a friend; the truftceſhip may 
give him power to perplex, but will nei- 
ther increaſe his benevolence to aſſiſt, nor 
his wiſdom to adviſe, 

Living on God, and on thyſelf rely. 
Who ſhould be truſtee but you, for your 
own and your children's profpericy ? I 
hope this is an end of this unpleating ſpæ- 
culation, and lighter matters may take 


their turn, 
Wha! 
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What Mr. Scraſe ſays about the Bo- 
rough is true, but is nothing to the pur- 
poſe. A houſe in the ſquare will not coft 
ſo much as building in Southwark ; but 
buildings a1e more likely to go on in 
Southwark if your dwelling is at St. 

James's. Every body has ſome deſire 
that deſerts the great road of proſperity, 
to look for pleaſure in a bye-path. I do 
not ſee with ſo much indignation Mr. 
Thrale's deſire of being the firſt brewer, 
as your deſpicable dread of living in the 
Borough. Ambition in little things, is 
better than cowardice in little things ; 
but both theſe things, however little to 
the public eye, are great in their conſe- 
. quences to yourſelves. The world cares 
mot how you brew, or where you live; 
but it is the buſineſs of the one to brew 
in a manner molt advantageous to his 
family, and of the other to live where the 
general intereſt may beſt be ſuperintended. 
It was by an accidental viſit to the Bo- 
rough that you eſcaped great evils laſt 
ſummer. Of this folly let there be an 
end, at leaſt an intermiſſion. 

I am glad that Queeney danced with 
Mr. Wade. She was the Sultaneſs of 
the-evening ; and J am glad that Mr. 
"Thrale has found a riding conpaniorn 
whom he likes. Let bim ride, ſay I, 
till he leaves dejeftion and diſeaſe behind 
him; and let them limp after him an 
hunched years without overtaking him. 
When he returns, let me fee him frolic 
and airy, and ſocial, and buly, and as 
kind to me as in former times. 

You ſeem to be afraid that I ſhould be 
ſtarved before you come back, I have 
indeed piadiſed abſtinence with ſome 
ſtubboruneſs, and with ſome ſucceſs ; but 
as Dryden talks of <writing with a bat, 1 
am ſometimes very witty with a knife 
and fork, I have managed myſelf very 
well; except that having no motive, I 
have no exeiciſe. 

At home we do not much quarrel ; but 
pe: haps the leſs we quarrel the more we 
hate. There is as much malig nity 
amongſt us as can well ſubſiſt, without 
any thoughts of daggers or poiſons. 

Mrs — is by the help of fre- 
quent operations ſtill kept alive; and 
ſuch is the capricious deſtiny of mortals, 
that ſhe will gie more lamented by her 
huſband, than I will promiſe to vſeful- 
neſs, wiſdom, or ſanity. There is al- 
ways ſomething operating diſtin from 
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diligence or ſkill. Temple therefore 
his compoſition of a hero, to the pero 


virtues adds good fortune. 1 and, &e, 


LETTER XLVI. 
Dr. Jobnſon to Mrs. Thrale 


; DzanrzsT Lap, eo April 6, 17%, 
You had written fo often. 1 have hal 
but two letters from Bath, and te 
fecond complains that the fu ſt, which you 
call ſo many, was neglected, and yy 
pretend to be afraid of being forgot 
F wonder what ſhould put you out of ny 
mind. You lay rightly, chat I ſhall ny 
find ſuch another; for there is not, if | 
had the choice of all, ſuch another to 
found. 
It is happy, both for you and Mr. 
Montague, that the fates bring you boy 
to Bath at the ſame time. Do not | 
new friends ſupplant the old; they why 
fiſt diſtinguiſhed you have the ben clain 
to your attention; thoſe who flock abut 
you now, take your excellence up! 
credit, and may hope to gain vpon the 
world by your countenance. 

] have not quite negleRed my Lives 
Addiſon is a long one, but it is done, 
Prior is not ſhort, and that is done 16, 
] am upon Rowe, who cannot fill much 
paper. If I have done them before yu 
come again, I think to bolt upon you ?! 
Bath; for I ſhall not be now atraid af 
Mrs. Cotton. Let Burney take caie that 
he does me no harm. 

The diligence of Dr. Moiſy I do rot 
underſtand. About what is he diligent! 
If Mr. Thrale is well, or only not well 
becauſe he has been ill, I do not fe 
what the phyſician can do. Does he d. 
rect any regimen, or does Mr. Thrzle 
regulate himſelf ? Or is there no regol. 
rity among you? Nothing can keep him 
ſo ſafe as the method which has been f 
often mentioned, and which will be no 
only practicable but pleaſant in the tum- 
mer, and before ſummer is quite gon?, 
will be made ſupportable by cuſtom. 

Ik health and reaſon can be preſerve! 
by changing three or four meals a week, 
or if ſuch a change will but increaſe the 
chances of preſerving them, the purchaſe 
is ſurely not made at a very high pnct- 
Death is dreadful, and fatuity is moe 
dreadful, and ſuch ſtrokes bring both . 


near, that all their terrors ought * 
[4 


matter, but 1 told them all good. 
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felt, 1 that to our anxiety for him, 
Mr. 5 will add ſome anxiety for 


himſelf. 
Seward called on me one day, and 


and Spence. I dined yeſterday at Mr. 


Jodrel's in a great deal of company. On 
Sar diy I dine with Dr. Lawrenee, and 
2t night go to Mrs. Veſey. I have had 
4 little cold, or two, or three, bur 1 did 
not much mind them, for they were not 
very bad. 5 F 

Make my compliments to my maſter, 
and Queeney, and Burney, and Mrs. 
Cotton, and to all that care about me, 
and more than all-—or elle. 

Now one courts u, and another ca- 
teſſes you, and one calls you to cards, 
and another wants you to walk; and 
amidtt all this, pray try to think now and 
then a little of me, and write often, 


| Mis. Strahan is at Bath, but I believe not 


well enough to be in the rooms. 


learelt Madam, your, &c. 


I am, 


LETTER ALVES: 


From the ſame te the ſame. 


Dir Mana, 


0 Sunday 1 dine] with poor Law- 
” reice, who 18 denfer than ever. 


| When he was told that Dr. Moity vitited 


Mr. Thrale, he 1. quired, for what ? and 
{id that there was nothing to be done, 
wich Nature would not do for herſelf. 
On Sunday evening | was at Mis. Ve- 
ley's, and there was inquiry about my 
There 
was Dr. Barnard of Eton, and we made 


A noiſe all the evening; and there was 
Pepys, and Wraxall till I drove him 


away. And I have no loſs of my miſ- 
tre's, who laughs, and friſks, and fro- 
hies it all the long day, and never thinks 
of poor Colin. 

It Mr. Thrale will but continue to 
mend, we ſhall, I hope, come together 
gun, and do as good things as ever we 
cd; but perhaps you will be made too 
proud to heed me, and yet, as 1 have 
often told you, it will not be ealy for you 
to god ſuch another. 

(ueeney has been a good girl, and 
wiote me a letter; if Burney taid ſhe 
would write, ſlie told you a fib. She writes 
rothing to me. 
'noveh. I have a good mind not to let 
her know, that Dr. Barcard, to whom 1 
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had recommended her novel, ſpeaks of 


it with great commendation ; and that 
the copy which ſhe lent me, has been 
read by Dr. Lawrence three times over. 
And yet what a gypfey it is. She no 
more minds me, than if I were a Brang- 
ton. Pray ipeak to Queeney to write 
again» 

I have had a cold and a cough, and 
taken opium, and think I am better. 
We have had very cold weather; bad 
riding weather for my maſter, but he wilt 
ſur mount it all. Did Mrs. Browne make 
any reply to your compariſon of buſineſs 
with ſolitude, or did you quite down 
her? I am mnch pleaſed to think that 
Mrs. Cotton thinks me worth a frame, 
and a place upon her wall. Her kindneis 
was hardly within my hope, but time 
does wonderful things. All-my fear is, 
that if I ſhould come again, my print 
would be taken down. I tear I ſhall ne- 
ver hol hit. . 

Who dines with you? Do you ſee Dr. 
Woodward or Dr. Harrington ? Do you: 
go to the Houſe where they*write for the 
myrtle? You are at all places of high 
reſort, and bring home hearts by dozens ; 


while I am ſeeking for ſomething to ſay 


about men of whom | know nothing but 
their verſes, and ,fometimnes very little of 
them. Now I have begun, however, 1 
do not deſpair of making an end. Mr. 
Nicholls holds that Addiſon is the mott 
faking of all that ] have done. I doubt 
they will not be done before you come 
away. . | 

Now you think yourſelf the firſt writes 
in the world for a letter about nothing. 
Can you write fuch a leiter as this? 80 
miſcellaneous, with ſuch noble diſdain 
of rezulaiity : like Shakeſpeare's works, 
ſuch graceful negligence of tranfition, 
like the ancient enthuſiaſts? The pure 
voice of nature and of friendſhip. Now 
of whom ſhall I proceed to ſpeak? Of 
whom but Mrs. Montague? Having 
mentioned Shakeſpeare and Nature, does 
not the name of Montague force itſelf 
upon me? Such were the tranſitions of 
the ancients, which now ſeem abrupt, be- 


_ cauſe the intermediate idea is loſt to mo- 


dern underſtandings. I wiſh her name 
had connected itſelf with f. iendſhip; but, 
ah Colin, thy hopes are in vain. One 
thing however is left me, I have ſtill to 
complain; but I hope I ſhall not com- 
plain much while you. have any kindneſs 

| for 


„„ 
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for me. I am, deareſt and deareſt Ma- 
dam, your, &c. | 


London, April 11, 1780. 
You do not date your letters. 


LETTER XLIX. 
Dr. Jobnſon to Mrs. Thrale. 


DzazesT Mapan. 


MX. Thrale never will live abſtinently, 
till he can perſuade himſelf to ab- 
ſtain by rule. I lived on potatoes on 
Friday, and on ſpinach to-day ; but I 
have had, I am afraid, too many dinners 
of late, I took phylic too, both days, 
and hope to faſt to-morrow, When he 
comes home, we will ſhame him, and 
Jebb ſhall ſcold him into regularity. .\ I 
am glad, however, that he is always one 
of the company, and that my dear 
Queeney is again another. Encourage, 
as you can, the mulical girl. 
Nothing is more common than mutual 


diſlike where mutual approbation is par ti 


culaily expected. There is ofien on 
both tides a vigilance not over benevo- 
lent 3 and as attention is Rrongly excited, 


io that nothing drops unheeded, any dif- 


ference in taſte or opinion, and ſome dif- 
ference where there is no reſtraint will 
commonly appear, it immediately gene- 
rates difhike. 

Never let criticiſms operate upon your 
foce or your mind; it is very rarely that 
an author is hurt by his critics. The 
blaze of reputation cannot be blown out, 
but it often dies in the ſocket: a very 
few names may he conſidered as perpe- 
104] lamps that ſhine unconſumed. From 


the author of Fitzoſborne's Leiters 1 


cannot think mylelf in much danger, I 
met him only once about thirty years 


ago, and in ſome fmall diſpute reduced 


him to whittle ; haviig not ſeen him 
hnce, that is the laſt impreſſion. Poor 
Moore the fabuliſt was one of the com- 
pany: 

Mrs. Montague's long ftay, againſt 
her own inclination, is very convenient. 
You would, by your own confeſſion, 
want a compass ion; and ſhe is far fluri- 
bes : converiing with her you may f 
arte, tu One. 

At Mrs. Ord's I met-one Mis. B 0 
a t ant ed lady, of great ſpirit, and ſome 
conicioutncls of her own abilities. We 
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had a conteſt of gallantry an hour 
ſo much to the * the comp 
that at Ramſay's laſt night, in a eromded 
room, they would have piited us apiin, 


There were Smelt, and the Biſhop of $, 


Aſaph, who comes to every place; an 
Lord Monboddo, and Sir Joſhua, nd * 
dies out of tale. 

The exhibition, how will you do, ether 
to ſee or not to ſee 1 The exhibition i 


eminently ſplendid, There is contour, 


and keeping, and grace, and expreſſion, 
and all the varieties of artificial excel. 
lence. The apartments were truly y 

noble. The pictures, for the ſake of a (ky 
light, are at the top of the houſe; ther 
we dined, and I ſat over againſt the Arch- 
biſhop of York. See how I live when 
am not under petticoat goyernment, 
I am, &c. 8 


London, May 1, 1780. 
Mark that—you did not put the year u 


your laſt. 
LETTER L. 


| From the ſame to the ſame. 


Dear Manan, London, June 9, 19%. 


F Ip the queſtion, Who was impreſſed 

with conſternation ? it may with great 
truth be anſwered, that every body was 
impreſſed, for nobody was ſure of hi 
ſafety. . | 

On Friday the good Proteſtants met in 
St. George's Fields, at the ſummons 0 
Lord George Gordon, and marching '0 
Weſtminſter, inſulted the Loids and 
Commons, who all bore it with great 
tamenels. At night the outrages began 
by the demolition of the mals-hovle by 
Lincoln's Inn. 

An exact journal of a week's dehance 
of government I cannot give you. \ 
Monday, Mr. Strahan, who had been “, 
ſulted, ſpoke to Lord Mansfield, who had 
I thinks been inſulted too, of the licenti- 
ouſneſs of the populace ; and his Lord- 
ſhip treated it as a very light irregula- 
rity. On Tueſday night they pulled 


' down Fielding's houſe, ad burnt his 


goods in the ftreet. They had gutted 00 
Monday Sir George Savile's houſe, but 
the building was ſaved. On Tue 
evening, leaving Fielding's runs, they 


went to Newgate to demand their com. 


panions who had been ſeized demon 


| the chapel. 
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The keeper could not re- 
leaſe them but by the Mayor's permiſ- 
lion, which he went to alk ; at his retuin 
he found all the pritovers releaſed, and 
Newgate in a blaze, They then went to 
Bloomſbury and faſtened upon Lord 


| Mansfield's houſe, which they pulled 


down: and as for his goods, they totally 
burnt them. They have fince gone to 
Cine-wood, but a guard was there be- 
fore them. They plundered ſome Pa- 
piſts, I thiak, and burnt a mals-houſe in 
Moorfelds the ſame night. | 

On Wedneſday I walked with Dr. Scot 
to look at Newgate, and found it in 
ruins, with the fire yet glowing. As 
[ went by, the Proteſtants were plunder- 
ing the Seſſions houſe at the old Bailey. 
There were not, I believe, a hundred; 
but they did their work at leifure, in full 
ſecurny, without ſentinels, without trepi- 
dation, as men lawtully employed, in full 
day. Such is the cowardice of a com- 
mercial place. On Wedneſday they 
broke open the Fleet, and the King's 


| Bench, and the Marſhalſea, and Wond- 


ſtreet Compter, and Clerkenwell Bride- 
well, and retraſfed all the priſoners. 

A: night they ſet fire to the Fleet, and 
to the King's Bench, and I know not 
how many other places; and one mizht 
de the glare of cor.tlagration fill the ſky 
rom many pa'ts. The hght was dead- 
ul. Some people were threatened 3 Mr. 
wrahan adviſcd me to take care of my- 
elf, Such a time of terror you have 
been happy in not ſeeing. | 

The Kine ſaid in council, that the ma- 
eiltrates had not done their duty, but that 
we would do his own; ard a procla- 
mation was publiſh:d, direfting us to keep 
our {rrvants within doors, as the peace 
was now to be'prelerved by force. The 
oldiers were ſent out to different parts, 
and the town 18 now at quiet, 

What has happened at your houſ.” you 
wii! know, the harm is only a few butts 
> beer; and I think you may be ſure 
ine danger is over, 'l here is a bedy 
of {ol6i-rs at St. Margaret's hill. 

Of Mr. Tyſon 1 know nothing, nor 
can puels to what he can allude ; but I 
know that a yeung fellow of little more 
than ſcventy, is naturally an unreſiſted 
corqueror f hearts. 

Pray tell Mr. Thrale that I live here 
and have no fruit, and if he does not in- 
'*1pole, am not likely to bave much; 
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but I think he might as well give me 2 
little, as give all to the gardener. 
Pray make my compliments to Queeney 


and Burney. I am, &c. 
LETTER-1.-::* 
Mr. Thrale 10 Dr. Jobaſon. 


Bath, 3 o'clock on Saturday morning, 


June 10, 1980. , 
O, my dear Sir ! TIT particu- 
lar in dating a letter betere ) and is 
this a time to begin to be particular when 
I have been up all night in trembling agi- 
tation, and only write now to drive time 


forward till the poſt comes in? God pre- 


ſerve the future fortunes of my dear girls, 


1 am expecting their doom every in- 
{tant ; now am I glad the Welch eltate is 
not ſettled—one mult find ſomething to he 
glad of; and theſe barbarous beings can- 
not burn up fields of graſs nor foreſts of 
timber. Miſs Burney is Sighted, but ſhe 
ſays better times will come; ſhe made 
me date my letter ſo, and perſiſts in 


hoping that ten years hence we ſhall all 


three read it over together and be mer- 
ry. Oh no, no, ng! here 1s poor pro- 
ipe&t of merriment \ the flames of the 
Romiſh Chapel are ut yet extinguiſhed, 
and the rioteis are ging to Briſtol to 
burn that. Their ſhouts are ſtill in my 
ears; and I do not believe a dog or a cat 
in the town ſleeps this night. Mr. 
Thrale ſeems thunderitricken, he don't 
mind any thing; and Queeney's cur ioſiiy 
is ſtronger than her tea's. But perhaps 
you will aſk, who 15 conflernated ? as you 
did about the French invaſion: furely 
there is nothing pedantic in expreſſidg 
fear now however, nor nothing ve:y ro- 
mantic in feeling it, when, for aught 
I can tell, our property will be deftroyed 
to-night, and our perſons purſued to- 
morrow. The mob had always an idea 
of my huſband's being a concealed papilt, 
and they uſed to ſay that we kept a priett | 
in the houſe. | | 

I remember at one election, a fellow 
reproached another foi being Mr. 
Thrale's friend; and calling out to him, 
What, you are to be made a Cardinal, an't 
Hou, for ſerving Pojiſh Harry: and this 
new buſineis of the-Quebcc bill has given 
them freſh alarm. 

Trifles, light as air, are to the jealous 

Confirmations ſtrong a+ proofs of holy writ, 


ſays 
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fays Shakeſpeare ; and when much wiſer 
men than an election mob is likely to con- 
hilt of, once take up an hypothelis, they 
are ſure ſo make all common ſenſe and 
plain experience bend to it. Like the 
won bed of the tyrant Proctuites, who 
etched thoſe WhO Were too thort and 
lopped thoſe that were too long, till he 
made them fit. 

Oh, would to heaven theſe letters would 
but come] ſome hope I have in Pe: - 
kins's ability and diligence, ſome in our 
dear Sir Philip's ever friendly care, 
God preſerve their lives for families which 
adore them. May they but ſave my 
children's foi tunes from a deſtruction ſo 
little expected. 

The mad fools here hooted a poor - in- 
oftenlive man ll he ſcampered over the 
wall, and faid they were ſure he muſt be 
the Pope, becaule he lodged on St. 
James's Parade, aid had a night-gown 
with gold flowers in it. 

Such idiots! but I have a better ſtory 
than that. When the toldiers were ſent 
jo: three hours ago, a ſhopkeeper's wife 
ver y wiſely ſaid to me, Why now, Ma'am, 
I brgias to fhad what fools we were when 
we made ſuch a piece of work one elec- 
tion year, and faid that no ſoldiers ſhould 
come in the town, cauſe we were free 
Eritonss Wiy, Lind have mercy, it 
was a great deal a better maxim to flee 
tate in our beds, than. be free Britons aid 

burned to death. 

S880 "Teiyilm and martial law, and 
flanking au mies for ever; and when the 
Papitts are all burued, and the Pio- 
tcliants all hanged fog burving them, the 

Jews may jump for joy. think no one 
& ile can be pleased. 

Here come the letters; ſafe, ſafe, 
Sir Philip, kind cicature, has been more 
than charming; he has ſaved us all by 


his f:iendly aétivuy God bleſs him Do 


va to his houſe, and thank him; pray 
dv, and tell him how 1 love him—he 
tees Jour ard a vilit trom Dr. Juhnſon 
will be worth forty letters hom me, 
though I ſhall write, inſtantly. 

Perkti:s has behaved like an Emperor, 
an 't1s my carneſt wiſh and defire, com- 
n:and, it you plcaſe to call it fo, that you 
will go over to the brewhoute, and ex- 
preis your ſenſe of his good behaviour, 


All is over fo far, bleſted be God; but 


Mr. Thrale is ſcarcely in ſecurity here, 
for the rioters have ſtiange ideas about his 


ſafe. 
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Papiſm ſome how—We will move @ 


therefore, and finiſh our ſunng 4 
Brighthelm{tone, where I tut thee ; 
peace and quietneſs ; and if not, why th 
ſea and the packet ave at hand, Mea 
time, let us pray to be delivered alike fron 
the dangers of deſpotiſm and anady 
The miniature 1: have ſeen gives . 
pe / fect idea of what you in London hay 
been witneſs to——but here will be « 
camps they ſay, and in town we baue 
been told all people ate puttiug imme! 
ately under martial law. 

So farewell, and direct to Suſſex ah 
to-morrow; and Jet us hope theſe bur. 
rors are nearly at an end. Was vo 
there an inturrettion once in Hens 
VIIlch's time ſomething like this? whe 
forcianers, of whatever religion or cour- 
try they might be, became victims to the 
fury of a nuſgoverned nultitude; mary 
of which were | hauged” afterwards fo 
burning the property of aliens, as they 
were then phraſed. I think the fon 
in one of our old folios at Stieatham, and 
that the rioteis proceeded exactly like 
thoſe of the pretent day. is one 
thole tevers, yerhaps, which foine con. 
tunons are ſubject to, and in a coupe 
more centuries we Mall have ſuch another 
ſhouk to 'recover from. Mean time | 
ſhall nut vo to bed, becauſe my mind 1 
to) much agitaied ; but as scon 45 tis 
letter is folded up, the cold bath (hi! 
lteady my nerves à little for packing of 
trunks, and carrying the family aca 
thele country roads where leaſt contubcr 
may be exbected, and we will get to hh 
ſcatide at Purtſmouth, aud fo coat aw? 
to our old quarte+s. | 

The wortt is, it will, before your le. 
ters reach me, be a full fortnight at leaf; 
but never mind, every ſoul one ner“ 
will be able to give general accounts, 4 
for particulars we may wait—0r wat 
more hafte, if to wait ſhould probe bs 
difficult. 1 am at all times ard patch 
dear Sir, your wot faithful ler vat. 


I wiote you a long letter this porminh 
or more propesly yelter warb 
and faid we were going to B:iſto, 
but you inuſt not mind that, 
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LETTER LI. 
Dr. Johnſon to Mrs. Thrale. 


PAR MADAM, | June 10, 1780. 
Ou have ere now hea'd and read 
enough to convince you, that we 

have had fonething to iuffer and ſome- 

thing to fear, and therefore I thi: k it 

neceſſary tO quiet the ſ}:citude whi. h 

vou undoubtedly feel, by telling you that 


dur calamitics and terrors are now At an 
end. The: ſoldiers are (tationed to as to 


de every where within call; there 1s no 
longer any body at riote's, and the in- 
dviduals are hunted to their holes, and 
ſed to prilon ; the Kteets are ſafe and 
quiet; Lord George was laſt night ſent 
to the tower, Mr. John Wilkes was 
this day with a party of folthers in my 
neighbourhood, to ſcire the publiſher of 
1 ſeditious paper. Every body walks, 
and ears, and fleeps in ſecurity. But the 
hiſtory of the laſt week would gl! you 
with amazement ;z it is without any mo- 
dern example. | 

Several chapels have been deſtroyed, 
and ſeveral inoffenſive Papitts have been 
plundered, but the high ſport was to burn 
the jails. This was a good rabhle trick. 
The dehtors and the criminals wete all 
ſet at liberty; but of the criminals, as 
has always happened, many are already 
1enben, and two prrates bave ſurrendered 
themſelves, and it 1s expeAed that they 
will he par doned. ; 

Government now aQs again witlt its 
prover force; and we are all apain under 
the er ſectton of the King and the law. 
thought that it would he agreeable to 
you and my maſter to have my teſtimony 
': the public ſecurity z and that you would 
ſeep more quietly whew 1 told you that 
you are ſafe. 1 am, deareſt Lady, your, 


U 
wo, 


LETTER Lin. 
From the ſame to the ſame. 


Dear Madam, T,on'on, June 12, 1780. 


LL is well, and all is likely to con- 


- 


tinus well. The ficets are all quiet, 
ard the houſes are all ſafe. This is a 
tu? anſwer to the firſt inquiry which ob- 
tudes ſelf upon your tongue at the re- 
-p'10" ot a letter from London. The 
public has eſcaped a very heavy calamity. 

he rioters attempted the Bank on 
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Wedneſday night, but in no great num- 
ber; aud like other thieves, with no 
g'eat reſolutien, Jack Wilkes headed 
the party that drove them away. It js 
agre-d, that if they had ſeized the Bank 
on Tueſday, at the height of the panic, 
when no reſiſtance had been prepared, 
they might have carried irrecoverably 


away whatever they had found. Jack, 


who was always zcalous for order and 
decency, d clares, that if he be tufted 
wth power he will not leave a rioter 
alive. "There is however now no longer 
any ne-d of heroiſm or bloodſhed ; no 
blue ribard is any longer worn, 

called on Friday at 
Mrs. Gardiner's, to ſee how ſhe eſcaped 
or what the ſuffered; and told her that 
ſhe had herſelf too much affliction within 
doors, to take much notice of the diſturb- 
ances without. i 1 

It was furely very happy that you and 
Mr. Thrale were away in the tumult; 
you could have done nothing better than 
has been done, and mult have felt much 
terror which your abſence has ſpared 
you. 

We have accounts here of great vio- 
lences committed by the Proteſtants at 
Bath; and of the demolition of the maſs- 
houſe. We have ſeen ſo much here, 
that we are very credulous, 

Pray tell Miſs Burney that Mr. Hutton 
called on me yeſterday, and ſpoke of her 
with praiſe ; not profuſe but very ſincere, 
juſt as I do. And tell Queeney, that if 


— 


ine does not write oftener, I will try to 


forget her. Thee are other pretty gi ls 
that perhaps I could get, if I were not 
conſtant. | | 
My Lives go on but flowly. I hope 
to add iome to them this week, I wiſh 
they were well done, | 
Thus far I had written when I received 
your letter of battle and conflagration. 
You certainly do right in retiring ; for 
who can guels the caprice of the rabble ? 
My maſter and Queeney are dear people 
for not being frighted, and you and Bur- 
ney are dear people for being frighted, 
I wrote to you a letter of intelligence and 
confolation ; which, if you ſtaid for it, 
you had on Saturday; and I wrote 
another on Saturday, which perhaps may 
follow you from Bath, with ſome at- 
chievement of John Wilkes. 
Do not be diſturbed ; all danger here 
is apparently over; but a little agitation 
;F Kill 
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fill continues. We frighten one another 
with ſeventy” thoutand Scots to come 
hither with the Dukes of Gordon and 
Argyle. and eat us, and hang us, or 
drown us; but we are all at quiet. 

I am glad, though I hardly know why, 
that you aie gone to Brighthelmſtone 
rather than to Briſtol. You are ſomewhat 
nearer home, and [ may perhaps come to 
ſee you. B ighthelmit«ne will toon begin 
to be peopled, and Mr. Thrale loves 

the place; and you will fee Mr. Scraſe; 
and though I am forry that you fſhoul 
be ſo outrageoutiy untooſted, | think that 
Bath has had you long enough. 

Of the commotions at Bath there has 
been talk here all day. An expe ſs muſt 
have been ſent; for the r-port arrived 
many hours before the polt, at leaſt before 
the diſtribution of the leiters, This 
report I mentioned in the firſt part of 
my letter, while I was yet unceitain of 
the fat. 

When it is known that the rioters 
are quelled in London, their (prit will 
ſink in every other place, and little more 
miſchief will be dune. 1 am, dear 

Madam, your, &c. 


LETTER LIV. 
Dr. Jobnſon to Mrs. Thrale. 


Dei Madam, London, June 14, 1780. 
7 VERY thing here is ſaſe and quiet. 
"This the firſt thing to be told; and 
this 1 told in my laſt letter directed to 
Brigbthelmſtone. There has indeed been 
an univerſal panic, from which the 


King was the fürſt that recovefed. With- 


out the concurrence of his miniſters, or 
the aſſiſtance of the civil moagiſtrate, he 
put the foldiers in motion, and faved the 
tuwn from calamities, fuck as a rabble's 
government mult naturally produce, 

Now you are at eaſe about the public, 
I may tell you that | am not well; I have 

had a cold and cough ſome time, but it 
is grown, ſo bad, that yefie-day | faſted 
and was blooded, and to-d2y took phy- 
ſic and dined: but neither falling vor 
bleeding, nor dinver, nor phyfic, have 
yet made me well. 

No ſooner was the danger over, than 
the people of the Borough tound out how 
fookſh it was to be afraid, and formed 
themſelves into four bodies for the 
defence of the place; through which they 
now march morning and evening in a 
martial manner. 
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converſations 


Book Iy 

I am glad'to find that Mr. Thrale cu 
tinues to grow better; if he is well, | 
hope we ſhall all be well: but I am wen 


weary of my cough, though I hare hy! 
much worie. I am, &c. 


LETTER LV. 
From the ſame to the ſane. 


Dear Madam, London, July 10, 1-4; 

F Mr. Thale eats but half , 

uſual quantity, he can hardly eat tg, 
much. It were better however to ha 
ſome rule, and ſome ſecutuy. Li 
week I ſaw fleſh but twice, and I thi. 
fiſh once, the reli was peaſe. 

You are afraid, you (ay, left | exe 
nuate myſelf too faſt, and are an ehem 
to violence: but did you never hear nu 
read, dear Madam, that every man ha 
his genius, and that the great rule by 
which all excellence is attained, and al 
ſucceſs procured, is, to follow genius; 
and have you not obſcrved in all ou 
that my genius is al 
ways in extremes; that I am very noily, 
or very filent; very gloomy, or vey 
merry; very four, or very kind? Ard 
would you have me crois my genius, 
when it leads me ſometimes to voracity | 
and ſometimes to abſtinence? You know 
that the oracle ſaid, follow your genius. 
When we get together again, (but when 
alas will that be?) you can manage me, 
anch ſpaie me the ſolicitude of managing 
myſelf. 

Poor Miſs O called on me on 
Saturday, with that tond and tender 25. 
plication which is natural to miſery, when 
it looks to every body for that help wit 
nobody can give, I was melted; ard 
loothed and counſelled, her as well as 
could, and am to viſit her to-morrow. | 

She gave a very honourable account 0! 
my dear Queeney; and ſays of ny 
maſte!, that ſhe thinks his manner ate 
temper more altered than his looks, bu! 
of this alteration ſhe could give no path. 
cular account; and all that ſhe could [4 
eaded in this, that he is vow fleepy + 
the morning. I do not wonder at tte 
ſcan.ineſs of her narration, fhe is 190 
bury within to turn her eyes abroad, 

1 am glad that Pepys is come, bu! 
hope ihat reſolute tempe ance will mak? 
him unnecefſary. I doubt he can d3 10 
good to poor Mr. Scraſe. 14 

I ſtay at home to work, and yet 
not work diligently ; nor can —_— 
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J ſhall have done, nor pe: haps does any 
body but myſelf wiſh me to have done ; 
tor what can they hope I ſhall do better ? 
yet I with the work was oven. aud | was 
at liberty. Ard what would 1 do if [ 
was at liberty? Would I go to Mrs. 
Aſton and Mrs. Porter, and ſre the old 
places, and ſigh to find that my old 
friends are gone? Would I recall plans 
of life which I never brought into prac- 
tice, and hopes of excellence which I once 
reſumed, and never have attained ?— 
Would 1 compare what I now am with 
what 1 once expected to have hren ? Is 
it (1ealorable to with for ſuggettions of 
ſhame and opportunities of ſorrow ? 

It you pleaſe, Malam, we will have 
an end of this, and contrive ſome other 
wiſhes, 
and | wiſh I had you in a morning; and 
] wiſh I could have a little talk, and fee 
a little frolic. For all this I muſt Hay, but 
life will not ſtay. : 

| will end my letter and go to Black- 
more's life, when 1 have told you that 
I am, &c. 


LH T1 ER LVE 
Mrs. Thrale to Dr. Johnſon. 


Auvu'lt 20. 
] WILL try, my dear Sir, to make you 


lome amends, by writing at leaſt one 


very long letter; but indeed I can think 
only of one thing, whatever I may ſay. 
Do you tecollect our laughing fitt-en 
years ago at a gawky girl of ſeventeen? 
who, when her toaſt was called tor at a 
city table crowied witn coarſe men 
they were drinking ſentunents.— Is ot, 
lays the, this a pretty health Hut we 
think on moft, and talk on leaſt. I am 
come pretty much to her cate: for it is 
not right to ſpeak of that which never 
tals to keep prefiing upon my ſpirits, 
and preying upon wy nu d. Without 
trequent bleedinps, there is however 


danger on one fide, and by bleeding fre- 


quently, we intuce as certain a danger 
an the other —We had a viſit yeſterday 
om Mr. R —; whom perhaps you 
iemember, perhaps not ; but our morn— 
ing converſation with hin wil! not be 
etily forgotten hy me, | thought ut 
»ould drive me wild upon the por. lo 
ch a caze, can there be any fears of my 
KA! ng eway to Italy without you ? when 


I wiſh I had you ie an evening, 
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I ſhould not think you, nor twenty more 
ſuch friends if I could find them, ſuffi- 
cient to guard us from the hazard of wild 
exploits. Whoever is fick, is ſurely 
ſateſt at home; and have we not mor- 
tifications enough already, without going 
where one might be amuſed, in order to 
be miſerable ? Oh no, let us be miſerable 
in the old places, and not pollute ſcenes 
of pleaſure with objects of ſorrow. 

Well! as you fay, (QQueeney 1s hegin- 
ning life, and fo far very happily, as it 
is begun under your twition : ſhe appears 
to me proud of your partiality z and, I 
dare ſay, will try long to defcrve .— 
You are getting quite well as it appears ; 
and „hben we meet, we ſhill fee wider 
annorum. The Lives will he a ttanding 
proot of your powers after the grand cli- 
macteric; an you make gay imp! omp- 
tus upon the hovs, inſtead of fitung _ 
down like common mortals at ſeventy, 
an letting the boys make gay impromp! us 


pen you. 


Blackmore's »fe is admirable ; who 
ſays I don't like 11? I like all the Whig 
I'ves prod'giovuſly; Akeniide's bett of 
the little. ones, fur the {ike of a pretty 
diſquifition upon ridicule that pleased 
me particularly, and that elegant ſtric- 
ture on the Plenſures of Imagination; 
which will probabiy be much read an 
admired by every one. It is my ſincere 
opinion that Milton, and Blackmore, and 
Tho vfon, would have hren all content d 


With what you have faid of them, though 


the admirers of Lycid is will be ang:y uo - 
doubt. 

Ine cenſores of Milton's republican 
ſpirit would ſcaice have ſhocked him: he 
knew himſclf to be ac imogious and ſur- 
ly ; like Young's Buſwis, who called 
himſelf the Proud, and gloried in it. 

Your account of his domeſtic hehavi- 
our, however, puts me in mind of the 
fierce fellow in a droll book called Pom- 
pey the Little, who comes home from 
the public houſe, where he had bern 
vapouring and ſtorming away about li- 
he: ty of ſpeech- and treats his poor wife 
with the moſt brutal tyranny, only becauſe 
ſhe juſt ſays, Indeed, my dear, I don't 
uner{tand politics. Your harſh expreſ- 
ſtons of wrath againſt the author are, 
at:er all, fo buried under the majeſtic 
praiſes beſtowed upon Paradiſe Loſt, that 
even I am forced to forgive them. Poor 
dear Dr. Collier uſed always to bring 
wat 


772 


that poem forward as a teſtimony to the 
excellence of Toryiſm ; for, ſays he, you 
may obſeiye that it is wholly formed upon 
our principles of obedience and ſubordi- 
nation ; and 1 half wiſh, tor the ſake of 
my firſt friend, whoſe memory I hall 
for ever revere, that his remark had been 

reſe:ved in this work of your's, which 
will doubtleſs be diſſeminated far and 
wide, and, for aught I know, take poſ- 
ſeſſion of the lands on which it lights, as 
Don Sebaltian ſaid of the duſt that his 
body when dead would be dried into, 

And now if you. call this flattery, I 
can leave off in a minute without bid- 
ding ; for ſince you lions have vo (kill in 
dandling the kid, we kids can expect but 
rough returns for careſſes beſtowed upon 
our haughty monarch—So be diligent, 
dear Sir, and have done with theſe men 
that have been buried theſe hundred 
years, and don't fit making verſes that 
never will be written, but fit down ſteadi- 
ly and fiviſly their lives who did do ſome- 
thing; and then think a little about mine, 
which has not been a happy one, for all 
you teize me ſo concerning the plealures 
I enjoy, and the flattery I receive, all 
which has nothing to do with comfort for 
the preſent diſtieſs. and {rmetimes I am 
angry when I real ſuch ſtuff, That your 
two Sultanas are (lick is very uncomfort- 
able for you; may be Dr. Furton may 
do them good: I never ſaw Dr. Turton, 
but my heart, like Clarifſa's, naturally 
leans towa: ds a phyſician. Le medicin et 
le cure, as the French themſelves, who 
have gayer hearts than mine, contefs, 
are the 10 earthly objefls on which the 
human hopes and human eyes are to be 
fixed: and it is ſomewhat unfair not to 
let them take up a litile of our affections 
beforehand. 

If we do go to Michelgrove, Heſter 
will write all one; ſhe is very attentive to 
her father, very dunful, and very wiſe. 
I hope my anxiety is concealed from her 
pretty well; it would be exceedingly 
wrong to depreſs her ſpirits, and very 
dangerous to ker health. I am molt fin- 
cerely, dear Sir, your faithful ſervant. 
The converſation you incloſed I could 

| have written. myſelf; as Juliet ſays, Yea, 
- but all this did I know before. 


ELEGANT EPISTLES. Bay 


and then labour; ficſt implore the l:ſ- 


time, whether long or ſhort, that ſhall 


LETTER Lvl 


Dr. Johnſon to Mrs. Thrale, on the 
- of Mr, Thrale.. * 
DearesT Mapan, a 
OF your injunctions, to pray for = 
" and write to you, I hope to len 
neither unobſerved ; and I hope to 44 
you willing in a ſhort time to allen 
your trouble by ſome other exerciſe 9 
the mind. I am not without my part of 
the calamity. No death fince that of u 
wife has ever oppreſſed me like this. By 
let us remember, that we are in the hand 
of Him who knows when to give and 
when to take away, who will look ups 
us with mercy -through all our variatcn; 
of exiſtence, and who invites us to cl 
on him in the day of trouble, Call 
him m this great revolution of lite, and 
call with confidence. You will then find 
comfort for the pait, and ſupport for th 
future. He that has given you happinel 
in marriage, to a degree of which, with. 
out perſonal knowledge, 1 ſhould have 
thought the deſcription fabulous, can 
give you another mode of happinels  ; 
mother; and at laſt, the haypineſs «f 
loſing all temporal cares in the thought 
of an eternity in heaven. 
I do not exhort you to reaſon yourtlf 
into tranquillity, We mult firlt pray, 


ing of God, and thoſe means which he 
puts into our hands. Cultivated ground 
has few weeds ; a mind occupied by law- 
ful buſineſs, has little room for uſeleſs te- 
gret. 
We read the will to day; but I wi 
not fill iny firſt letter with any other at: 
count than that, with. all my zeal fo 
your advantage, I am latisfied ; and tha! 
the other executors, moie uſed 10 cot 
ſider property than I, commended it for 
wildom and equity. Yet why ſhould | 
not tell you that you have five hundred. 
pounds for your immediate expences, and 
two thouſand pounds a-yeat, with both 
the houſes and all the goods? 
Let us pray for one another, that ihe 


yet be granted us, may be well ſpent; 

and that when this life, which at th! 

longeſt is very ſhort, ſhall come to 7 

end, a better may begin which ſhall nt. 

5 end. 1 am, deareſt Madam, J c, 
e. | 


Sect. III. 


buſinels they are the ſame. 


LETTER LVIII. 


From the ſame to the ſame. 


Dzar MAanDan, April 7, 1781. 


Io you begin to find your mind 


grow clearer. My part of the loſs 
hangs upon me. I have Jolt a friend of 
boundleſs kindneſs at an age when it is 
very unlikely that I should find auo- 
ther. 

If you think change of place likely to 
relieve you, there is no reaſon why you 
ſhould not go to Bath ; the diſtances are 
unequal, but with regard to practice and 
It 18 a day's 
journey from either place; and the poſt 
1s more exptduious and certain to Bath. 
Conſult only your own inclination, for 


| there is really no other principle of choice. 
| God direct and blets you. 


Mr, C has offered Mr. P—— 
money, but it was not wanted, I hope 
we ſhall all do all We can to make you 
leſs unhappy, and you mult do all you can 
fur yourſelt. What we, or what you 
can do, will for a time be but luile ; yet 
certainly that calamny which may be 
conbdered as doo ned to fall inevitably 


| on halt making, is not fically without 


alleviation, 

It is tomething for me, that as I have 
not the decrepitude I have not the cal- 
louſnels of old age. I ho, e in time to be 
lels afflicted, 1 am, &c. 


LESTER L. 


From the ſame to the ſame. 
Londun, 

DeartsT MaApan, April g, 1781. 
TA you are gradually recovering 

your tranquillity, is the effect to be 
bumbly expected trom trult in God. Do 
not reprelent life as darker than it is. 
Your lols has been very great, but you 
ret2in more than 'almott any other can 
hope to polleſs. You are high in the 
opimon of mankind; you have child:en 
Nom -whom much pleaſure may be ex- 
prted; and that you will find many 
Irie! ds, you have no reaſon to doubt. Of 
ny trend{hip, be it worth mare or leſs, 
| hops you think yourſelf certain, with- 
vut much art or care, It will not he eaſy 
4e me to repay the benefits that I have 


irce1ved ; but I hope to be always ready 
at your call. 


Y : . — . 
tt. : you are withd1iawo into ſolitude, 


R E T 


Our forrow has different 
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and I am driven into company. I am 
afraid of thinking what | have loſt. I 
never had ſuch a friend before. Let me 
have your prayers and thoſe of my dear 
Queeney. 

The prudence and reſolution of your 
deſign to return ſo ſoon to your bulineſs 
and your duty deſerves great praiſe ; 1 
ſhal} communicate it on Wedneſday 10 
the other executors, Be pleaſed to let 
me know whether you would have me 
come to Streatham to receive you, or a 
here till the next day. I am, &c. 


ETER A 
From the ſame to the ſame. 


Dear Madam, London, April rt, 178 
AM glad to hear from my dear Miſs, 
that you have recovered tranquillity 
enough to think on bathing; but there 18 
no diſpoſition in the world to leave you 
long to yourſelf. Mr. Þ — — pretends 
that your abſence produces a thouſand 
d.fficulties which I believe it does not 
produce. He frights Mr. C** * *, Mr. 
2 is of my mind, that tere is no 
need of hurry, I would not have this, 
importunity give you any alarm of dilturt= , 
ance ; but, to pacify it, come as fo n 
as you can prevail upon your mind to 
mingle with buſineſs. I think buſincte 
the belt remedy for grief as ſoon as it can 
be admitted. 

We met to-day, and were told of 
mou-1tainous difficulties, till I was pro- 
voked to tell them, that if there were 
really ſo much te do and ſuffer, there 
would be no executors in the world, Do 
not ſuffer yourſelf to be ter: 1hed, 

I comfort you, and hope God will blets 
and ſupport you ; but I frel myſelf like a 
man beginning a new courſe of life. I 
had interwoven myſelf with my dear 
trend; but our great care ought to he, 
that we may be fit and ready, when in 4 
ſhort time we ſhall be called to follow 
him. 

There is, however, no uſe in commu- 
nicating to you my heavineſs of heart, 
I thank dear Miſs for her fetter. I am, 


&c, 


74 ELEGANT EPISTLES. RNA 


the 14th, and mine written to-nich+ . 
LETTER LXI. not come before you leave Bag 


Wet ſtone, unleſs you have pur M | 
Dr. Johnſon to Mrs. Thrale. for Monday Sal 5. * 


London, as you mention no alteration of you 

Deareſt Madam, April 12,1781. mind, I am, &c. 
Yy ou muſt not ſuppoſe that much has ; 

happened ſince laſt night, nor indeed LETTE 
1s this a Bos for talking much of loſs and K TXIII 
gain, The buſineſs of Chriſtians is now Mrs. Thrale to Dr. 
for a few days in their own boſoms. God rate to Dr. Jobim 
grant us to to it prope:ly. I hope you Deas SIR, Nor. 


gain ground on your affliction. I hope THERE was no need to be entaes 
to overcome mine. You and Miſs muſt becauſe I thought you might est! 
comfort one another. May you long live forget a trantattion not at all plealng t 
happily together, I have nobody whom remember ; nor no need that I ſhould 
I exp«Q to ſhare my nneaſineſs, nor, if I enraged if you had indeed forgotten, - 
could communicate it, would it be leſs. but you was always ſuſpicious in matte 
I give it little vent, and amuſe it as I can, of memory. Cummins don't forget i 
Let us pray for one another. And, when however, as I can tell you more at lugt 
we meet, we may try what fidelity and My health is growing very bad to | 
tenderne's will do for us. ſure. I will ſtarve ill more rigidly for; 

There is no wiidom in uſeleſs and hope- While, and watch myſelf carefully; by 

leſs ſorrow ; but there is ſomething in it more than ſix months will I not beſos 

ſo like virtue, that he who is wholly with- upon that ſubje&t; you ſhall not have in gt 

out it cannot be loved, nor will by me at A valetudinary correſpondent, who is 4: 

jeaſt be thought worthy of elteem. My ways writing ſuch letters, that to read it 

next letter will be 10 Queen:y. I am, labels tied on bottles by an apothecar 

&c. boy would be more eligible and amuſing; 

. nor will I live like Flavia in Law's Se. 104 

= "TEETER CLXH. Call, who ſpends halt her time and money 
| on herſelf, with ſleeping draughts ard wik- 

From the ſame to the ſame. ing diaughts and cordials and broths, My 

| | defire is always to determine againſt.n1 

DA Mapan, April 14, 1781. own gratification, ſo far as ſhall be poſſi 

Y intention was to have written this for my body to co-operate with my mind, 

| day to my dear Queeney; but | and you will net ſuſpect me of wearing 

have juſt heard from you, and theretore lifters, and living wholly upon vege- 

this letter ſhall be your's. I am glad tables tor ſport. If that will do, th 

that you find the. behaviour of your ac- diſy1der may be removed ; but if health 
quaintance ſuch as you can commend. is gone, and gone for ever, we will 3 

_ "Che world is not ſo unjuſt or unkind as it as Zachary Pearce the famous biſhop dd 

is peeviſhly repreſented. Thoſe who de- Rochelter did, when he loſt the wite |: 
ſerve well ſeldum fail to receive from loved ſo—call for one glaſs to the heal: 
others ſuch ſervices as they can perform; of her who 1s departed, never more !: 
but few have much in their power, or 1e xeturn——ard (> go quietly back to the 
ſo ſtationed as to have great leifure tron uſual duties of life, and ſorbeat to ne. 
their own affairs, and kindneſs muſt be tion her again from that time till the ll 
commonly the exuberance of content.— day of it——=Suſan is exceedingly ho- 
"The wretched have no compaſſion, they noured, I think, by Miſs Sewa'd's g. 
can do good only from ſtrong principles quiries, and I would have Sufan think b 
of duty. too; the humbler one's heart , . 
I puxpoſe to receive you at Streatham, more one's pride is gratified, if one 1! 
but wonder that you come ſo ſoon. uſe ſo apparently Irith an expreſſion. b. 
I ſent immediately to Mr. Perkins t9 the meaning of it does not he deep — 
ſend you twenty pounds, ard in tende t> They who are too proud to care whethe! 
ſecure you from diſappointment by incloi-" they pleaſe or no, loſe much deligh! 
ing a note in this; but your's wiitten en themſelves, and give none to their des“ 
W-dneſday zh, came not till Saturday bouurs. Mrs. Porter is in 3 bad vn, 
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RK 
36d that makes you melancholy; the vi- 
61s to Stowhill will this year be more fe- 
quent than ever, ng 
[uproyement of the Mind 1s a favourite 
hook among the Lichfield Ladies; it is fo 
vious, fo wile, ſo eaſy 4 book to read for 
wy perfou, and fo uteful, nay neceſſiry, 
we ifs prect pts to us all, that I never 
ale recommending it to our young 
once. "I's AA portee de chacun lo, yet 
rever vulgerz but Law beats him for 
wit; and the names are never happy in 
Watts ſohow. I fancy there was no 
np witon between the ſcholaſtic learn- 


of the two wrue's; but there is pro- 


vious Kno sledge ot the human heart, 
aud pertect acquaintance with common 


| life, in the Serious Call. You uſed to ſay 


vou would not trult me with that author 
pelt uus on the diefſing-roum ſhelt, yet 
| now halt-wiſh 1 had never followed any 
precepts hut his. Our laſſes, indeed, 
might poſſibly object to the education 
given her daughters by Law's Euſcbia. 
That the ball did fo little towards di- 
verting you, I do not wonder; what can 
i hall do towards diverting any one who 
nas not other hopes and other deſigns 


| than barely to ſee people dance, or even 


to dance himſelf ? "They who are enter- 
taned af the ball are never much amuſed 
the ball I believe, yet I love the dance 
on Queeney's birth-day and your's, 
where none but very honeſt and vey 
praiſeworthy paſſions, if paſſions they 
an be called, heighten the mirth and 


pairty. It has been thought by many wiſe 


folks, that we fiitter our pleaſures all 
away by refinement, and when one reads 
Goldumith's works, either verſe or proſe, 
on farcies that in corrupt life there is 


mae enſoyment—yet abe ſhould find lit- 


'iz lolace from aichovſe metrunent or cot- 
"age caroulals, whatever the be wreſfiler 
'n [072 green might do I ſuppoſe; mere 
In dy and brown ſugar liqueur, like that 
eh Foote preſ-nted the Cherokee 
rings with, and won their hearts from 
"wr tine ladies, who treated them with 
unge biſcuits and Frontiniac. I am 
6. 4 Quzeney an you are to reſolve lo 
ly, and labour fo violently; fuch a 
en may make her wiſer and you hap- 
yer, and can give me nothing hut delight. 

We ical a good deal here in your ab- 
ce, Hints, © do: it is better we fate 
together than in leparate rooms; bet- 
er that I read than not: and better that 


I am glad Watts's 
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I ſhould never read what is not fit for the 
young ones to hear; befid:s,-I am ſure 
they muft hear that which I read out to 
them, ard ſo one faves the trouhle of 
commanding what one knows will never be 
obeyed. —l can find no other way as well. 

Come home, however, for 'tis dull 

living without, you; Sir Philip and Mr. 
Selzvin call very often, and are èxcceed- 
ingly kind. I fee them always with gra- 
tituile and pleaſure; but as the firſt has 
tt vs now for a month, come home 
there'ore, You ae not happy away, 
an I tear I ſhall never again be happy in 
this world between one thing and another. 
My health, fleſh, and complexion are 
quite loſt, and I Hall have a r:d face if I 
live, and that will be mighty deteſtibl-— 
a humphack would be leſs offenſive 
vaſtly. 
ä This is the time for fading: the year 
is fading round us, and every day ſhuts 
in more difmally than the laſt did. I 
never paſſed ſo melancholy 3 ſummer, 
though I have paſſed ſome that were more 
paintul ; privation is indeed ſuppoſed to 
be worſe than pain. 

Iaſtead of trying the Sortes Virgilianz 
for our abſent friends, we agreed after 
dinner to-day to aſk little Harriet what 
they were doiag now who uſed to be 
our common gueſts at Sticathan. Dr. 


| Johnſon (lays ſhe) is very rich and 


wiſe, Sir Philip is drown'd in the wa— 
ter—and Mr. Piozzi is very fick and” 
lame, poor man! What a curious way of 
deciding! all in her little (oft voice, 
Was not there a cultom among the an- 
cients in ſome country—'tis mentioned in 
He: odatus, if I remember rizht—thac 
they took that method of inquiring into 
fututity from the mouths of infants unter 
three years old but I will not {wear to 
the book I have ead it in. The (criv- 
tural ex meſſion, however, Out of the 
mouths of babes and ſucklings, &c is likely 
enough to allude to it, if it were once a 
general practice. In Ireland, where the 
praſants are mad after play, particularly 


back-gammon, Mr. Murphy (ys, they 


will even, when deprived of the neceſſa- 


ries for continuing fo tavowite a game, 


cut the turf in à clean ſpot of green ſwerd, 
and make it into tables for that amule- 
ment, ſetting a little baby boy behind the 
hedge to call their throws for them, and 
ſupply with his unconſcious decifions the 
place of box and dice, | 
. Adieu 


* 
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Adieu, dear Sir, and be as cheerſul as 
you can this gloomy ſeaſon, I lee no- 
body happy hereabouts but the Burney's; 
they love each other with uncommon 
warmth of family affeftion, and are be- 
loved by the world as much as if their 
fondneſs were leſs concentrated. The 
Captain has got a fifty gun ſhip now, and 
we are all ſo iejoiced. Once more fare- 
well, and do not forget Streatham nor 
its inhabitants, who ate all much you 's— 
and moſt ſo of all, your faithful ſer— 
vant, wi | 

We never game Mr, Newton, of Lich- 
field: I hope neither he nor his fine 
China begin to break yet of other 
friends there the accounts get very bad 10 
be ſure. 


LETTER LXIV. 
Dr. Johnſon to Mrs. Thrale. 


Dear Madam, Afſhbourn-, Nov. 12, 1781. 
HAVE a mind to lock on Quceney as 
my own dear gul; and if 1 fer her 

a bad example, I ought to counteract it 
by good precepts ; and he that knows the 
con ſequences of a y fault is beſt qualified 
to tell them. I have through my whole 
progreſs of authorſhip honeltly endea- 
voured to teach the right, though | have 
not been ſufficiently diligent to practite it, 
and have offered mankind my opinion as 


a rule, but never p: of: fed my bebavi- 


our as an example. 

I ſhall be vers ſorry to loſe Mr. —; 
Hut why ſhovld he fo certainly die ? 
* * needed not have died if he had 
tried to hve, If. Mr. 
a great deal of water, the acrimony that 
corrodes his bowels will be diluted, if the 
caule he only acrimony ; but J ſuſpect dy- 
ſenteries to be produced by animalcula, 
which 1 know not how to kill. 

It the medical man did me good, it 
was by his henevolence ; by his pills I 
never mended, 1 am, however, rather 
better than 1 was. 

Dear Mrs. ——, ſhe has the covrace 
becoming an admial's lady, but courage 
is no vutue in her cauſe, 

I have been at Lichfield perſecuted 
Vith ſolicitations to read a poem; but J 
ſent the author word, that I would never 
review the work of an anonymous author; 
for why ſhould 1 put my name in the 
power of one who will not truſt me with 


tisfied, and I think it may ſatisfy 


ſuitable return for all the kindneſs thy 


will drink. 


EPISTLES. Bock ly. 
his own ? With this anſwer Lucy wa, f. 
# 
whom it may concern. . 
If C——y did nothing for life but 30 
weight to'its burden, and darkneſs to "i 
gloom, he is kindeſt to thoſe from whon 
he is furtheſt. 1 hope, when J com, 6 
io advance pe: haps your pleaſures, thou 
even of that I ſhall be unwilling to de. 
ſpair ; but at leaft not to increaſe your n. 
conveniencics, which would be a vey us, 


you have ſhewn to, Madam, your, &. 


LEZ TER. LIT. 
From the ſame lo the ſame. 


| Aſhbourne, 
DeartsT Mabau, Nov. 14, 15%1. 
ERE is Doctor Taylor, by a reſolue 
adherence to bread and milk, with; 
better appearance of health than he tas 
had for a ſong time palt; and here an |, 
living very tempetately, but with very 
little amendment. But the balance is rot 
perhaps very unequal; he has no ple 
ſure like that which I receive from tte 
Kind importunity with which you invite 
me to retmin., There is no danger d 
very lo'g delay. "There is nothing in 
this part of the wo: Id chat can covnterat 
your à traction. ä 
Ihe hurt in my leg has grown vet 
ſlowly, a.cording to Hettor's prognotiic, 
and ſcems now to be almolt healed; but 
my nights are v:ry reſtleſs, and the dai! 
are therefore heavy, and 1 have not your 
converſation to cheer them. 
I am willing however to hear that ther 
is happineſs in the world, and d«light t 
think on the pleaſure diffuſed among ths 
Burneys. 1 quettion it any {hip upon ” 
ocean goes out attended with moe 999 
wiſhes than that which carries the late 0! 
Burney, I love all of that breed whom | 
can be ſaid to know, and one of 18 
whom I hardly know I love upon credit, 
and love them becaufe they love eich 
other, Of this confanguineovs unarumilf 
| have had rever much ecperience; but 
it appears to me, one of the great lent 
tives of life; but it has this deficienct, 
that it is never found when diltrels 15 15 
twal—He that bas leſs than enoveh is 
himſelf hes nothing to ſpare, and as ele“ 
man feels only his own neceſſities, he } 
to think thoſe of others leſs preliing ” 


.. Il. 


o accuſe them of withholding what in 


Wroth they cannot give. He that has his 
Woot firm upon dry ground may pluck an- 
ber out of the water; but of thoſe that 
Li» all afloat, none has any care but for 


imlelt. | 
We do not hear that the deanery 1s yet 
given away, and, thovgh nothing is ſaid, 


II believe much is ſtil! thought about it, 
ire travels through 


am, deareſt of all dear ladies, your, 
Ke. | ; 
LETTER LXVI. 
Mrs. Thrale to Dr. Johnſon. 


Dear SIR, Streatham, June 14. 


| [ AM glad you confeſs yourſelt peeviſh, 


for coatellion muſt precede amend- 
went. Do not ſtudy to be more untappy 
than y-u are, and, if you can eat and 


Hleep, well, do not be frighted, for there 


tan be no real danger. Are you ac- 
quainted wit) Dr. Lee, the Mait-r of 
Bail College? And are you net de- 
lighted with his gaiety of manne:s and 
youthful vieachy now that he is erghty- 
[x vea's oh? 1 never heard a more 
pertect or excellent pun than his, when 
n one told bim how in a lde diſpute 
among the Prvy Counſellais, the Lord 
Cow cellor ſtruck the table with ſuch vio- 
lence that he ſplit it: No, no, no, re- 
purd the Maſter dry ly, I can hardy per- 
lade myſelf that he fjplit the Tubie, 
though 1 believe he divided the Board. 
Wil you ſend me any thing better trom 
Oxturd than this? for there muſt be no 
mire faſtidiouinels now; no more reful- 
ms to laugh at a good quihble, when you 
i loudly profels the want of amuſement 
an (he necefſity of diver hon. How tlie 


one + 4 


people of this age do cry for rattles is in- 


gerd litle to its ce fit, for knowledge is 


Aff aſech molt certainly, if not increaſed, 
in.! that ought to ſtand inſtead of perpe- 
"14: vIriety one would think. Apropos 
') £fneral improvement ; I was reading 


1 Spectator to Saphy while my maid - 


p<pered my curls yeſter- morning, it was 
Ne 34 vol. 217, where the man complains 
dt an inGelicate miſtreſs, who ſaid on ſome 
eccalion that ker ftomach ached, and la- 
mented how her teeth had got a fred 
uck between them. — The woman that 
reſted Ne was lo aſtonthed at this groſſ- 
leis, though Cemmon enough * Addi 
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ſon's time one ſees, that ſhe eried out, 
Well, Madam! ſurely that could never 
have been a lady who uſed expreſſions 
like thoſe, . 

I much wonder whether this refinement 
has ſpread all over the continent, or whe- 
ther tis confined to our own ifland : when 
we were in France we could form little 
judgment, as our time was paſſed chiefly 
among Engliſh; yet I recolle&t that one 
fine lady, who entertained us very ſplen- 
didly, put her mouth to the tea-pot, and 


blew in the ſpout when it did not pour 


treely. My maid Peggy would not have 
touched the tea after ſuch an operation. 
Was i convenient, and agreeable, and 
wiſe, ard fine, I ſhoulii like to ſee the 
world beyond ſea very much; 


Put fate has fait bound her 
Wich Styx ning times round her. 


So your friend muſt look on the wayes at 
Brightheimflone without breathing a with 
to croſs them. | 

Mean time let us be as merry as reading 
Burton „pon Melancholy will make vs, 
You bid me ſtudy that book in your ab- 
{-nce, and, now, What have 1 found? 
Why, I have found, or fancied, thit he 
has been cruelly plundered ; that "Mile 


ton's hit idta of L*Allegro and Il Pen- 


ſ{-rofo were ſuggefted by the verſes at the 
beginning; that Savage's Speech of Sui- 
ode in the Wanderer, grew up out of a 
paſſage you probably remember towards 
the 216th page; that Swift's Lale of the 
Voman that holds water in her mouth, 20 
regain her huſband's love by ſileuce, had 
its ſource in the ſame farrago; and that 
there is an odd ſimilitude between my 
Lord's trick upon Sly the Tinker, in 
Shakelpear's Taming of the Shrew, and 
{ome (tuff IL have been reading in Burton. 

And now, dear Sir, be as comfortable 
as you can, and nut dun me for that 
kindneſs which has never been withheld, 


only becauſe it is cold weather and you 


want employment; but be gentle and 
tu anquil like Dr. Adams, or gay and 
flathy like Dr. Lee, and then wat 
then? Why then you will delerve Miſs 


Adams's good will, and Miſs More's 
eiteem, added to the humble ſervice and 


attemive regard of your ever equally 
taithful, &c. 


Sir Richard aſks after you with very 
tender care indeed: what would you have 
58 of 
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of us all that you cannet command? He 
is among thoſe who would do any thing 
in the world to oblige you. 


LETTER! LXVIL 


Dr. Johnſon to Mr. Thrale. 


Dear Madam, London, May-day, 1783. 
I AM glad that you went to-Streatham, 

though you could not fave the dear 
pretty lutle girl. I loved her, for ſhe 
was Thrale's and your's, and by her dear 
ſather's appointment in ſome fort mine; 
1 love you all, and therefore cannot with- 
out regret ſee the phalanx broken, and 
reflect that you and my other dear girls 
are deprived of one that was born your 
friend. To ſuch friends, every ove that 
has them, has recourſe at laſt, when it is 
diſcovered, and diſcovered it ſeldom fails 
to be, that the fortuitous friendſhips of 


inclination or vanity are at the mercy of a 


thouſand accidents. Bui we muſt fill 
cur diſquiet with remembering that, 


where there is no gwilt, all is for the beſt. 


I am glad to hear that Cecily is fo near 
Tecove! V. 8 
For eme days aſſer your departure [ 
was pet y well, bui | have begun to lan- 
guiſn again, and Jait night was very te- 
dious and opprefſive., ] excuſed mylelt 
to- day from dining with General Paoli, 
where I love to dine, but 1 was giiped 
by the talons of neceſſity. 

On Saturday I dined, as is uſual, at the 
opening of the Exhilntion. Our com- 
pany was ſplendid, whether more nume- 
rous than at any former time | know not. 
Our tables ſeem al ways fe. On Mon- 
day, it 1 am told tiuth, were received at 
the door_one hundred and nin.ty pounds, 
for the admiſſion of thiee thouſand eight 
hundred ſp Naos. 
open ten hours, and the ſpectators ſtaying 
one with arother each an hour, the 
rcoins never had fewer than three hun- 
dred and eighty juſtling againſt each 
other. Poor Lowe met ſome difcou- 
ragement, but I inteipoſed for bim, and 
prevailed, | 
Me. Barry's exhibition was opened the 
fame day, and a book is publiſhed to re- 
commend it, which, if you read it. you 
will find decorated with ſome ſitirical 
pictures of Sir Joſhua Reynolds and 
others. I have not eſcaped. You mutt 
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_ mity upon me which may apain tenipt ge 


Svppoting the ſhew 


EPISTLES. Bode 


however think with ſome eſteem of Bat 
for the comprehenſion of his deſigy, | 
am, Madam, your, &c. 


LETTER LXVII. 
Mrs. Thraie 10 Dr. Jobnſon, 


HD. | Bath, June 15,1713. 
I BELIEVE it is tov true, my dear 8, 

that you think on little exCep! your. 
ſelf and your own health, but then they 
are ſubjects on which every one +; 
would think too—and that is a great con. 
ſolation. 

Jam willing enough to employ all ng 
thoughts upon myſelf, but there is nobad; 
here who wiſhes 10 think with ot aba 
me, ſo 1 am very ſick, ard a little (ullzn, 
and diſpoſed now and then to fay like 
king David, My lowers and my fried, 
have been put away from me, and my at. 
quaintance hid out of my fight. II the | 
letter | wrote ſhewed ſome degree of pla. 
cid acquieſcence in a fituation, which, 
however diſpleating, is the belt I cas get 
at juſt now ;—1 pray God to'keep me in 
that diſpoſition, and to lay no more cal 


o mu mur ant complain. In the me 
time aſſure your felf of my undivanilc4 
kindnefs and veneration : they have bern 
long out of accident's power either to l, 
ſen or increaſe. 

So Mr, Seward is going abroad 2835. 
I fee no harm in his reſolution, thong 
the manner of -exprefſing it was like) 
enough to offend you: yet he is r 
man whom any one can juſtly reproact 
with negligence of duty; he does mo't 
good than almoſt any perſon of twict 
his fortune, and while he is looking #! 
the works of Claude Loraine he will ce. 
tainly be doing no miſchief. 

The profeſſors of ennui are 3 it) 
dangerous race of mortals ; for, peer 
ring any occupation to cone, they art ,. 
able to make many people unhappy ") 
their cfficious alliduities, while to tem. 
ſelves they Rand perfectly exculpated by 
the remark that a man muſſ do 2 
or be killed with ennui: how forivnate fr 
ſociety when like Seward they ſeek on 
to give away ther money all ice! 
perſons who want it, and go to Flande's 
in ſummer to. look at the Claude Le 
raines ! 


What Miſs H had ſuffered * 


9 
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cur acquaintance began I know not. — 
She row endures much from real, and 
more from fancied illneſs. Her talents are 
uncommon for work, and ſhe is a proof 
that work will not ſuffice to keep the ima- 
gination quiet. She teels like Pekuah, 
that the mand Quill eaſily ftraggle from 
the fingers, and that miſery of heart can- 
not be much ſolaced by filken flowers. 
Voor Dr. Lawrence and his fon are 
dead then: J am very ſorry ; he was 
among the few parents I have known 
„ho preferred the virtue and happineſs 
of their children to the delight of ſceing 
them grow rich and ſplendid 3 and you 
once told me, that one of his ſons (I ne- 
ver keard which) was early bent on ob- 
121n10g that opulence which 1s as ſeldom 
ſought for by youth—ls it that boy who 
15 now dead ? | 
That yow thou!d be ſolitary is a fad 
thing, and a ſtrange one tov, when every 
body 1s willing to Crop in, and for a 
quartet of an hour at leatt, tave you trom 
lebe à tete with yourſelf : I never could 
catch a moment when you were alone 
whiltt we were in London, and Miſs Thrale 
lays the, fame thing. Jt would have been 
a fine advantage indeed could ſhe have 
{een Oxford raw in your company; when 


e er joyed it, ſhe was roo your g to profit 


of the circumftance. * Tis fo throughout 
tie world 1 believe: nothing lat pers of 
goort ty us while wr ran fully ule it : every 
ile felicity which goes come, comes at 4 
une when waiting for it has ſpoiled our 


When youth and genial year zre flown, 
An-all the life of life is gone. 


Could I however flatter myſelf with the 
hopes cf a fine clear evering after my 
vous day, T would bear the afternoen 
ſtoms better than 1 do—-and who knows 


that it is yet impoſſible ? 


_ Farewell, dear Sir : had ] health and 
ſpits as | uſed to have, I would wits 
as eq to do; but I had then a huſband 
and ions, and for a long time after 1 


new you, a mother ſuch as no ore ever. 


bai but me, and ſuch as 1 linceiely with 
my daughters were likely to have in your 
truly faithful ſervant, 


E N 
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LETTER LXIX. 


Dr. Johnſon to Mrs. Thrale. 


Bolt-court, Fleet-ſtreet, 
Dear Madam, June 19, 1783. 
] AM fitting down in no cheerful ſolitude 
to write a na rative which would once 
have affected you with tenderneſs and 
ſborrow, but which you will perhaps paſs 
over now with the careleſs glance of fri- 
gid indifference, For this | pure of 
regard, however, I know not whether 1 
ought to blame you, who may have rea- 
ſons which I cannot know, and 1 do not 
blame myſelf, who have for a great part 
of human life done you what good I 
could, and have never done you evil. 
I bad been difordered in the uſual way, 
and had been relieved by the uſual me- 
thods, by opium and cathartics, but had 
rather leſſened my doſe of opium. 
On Monday the 16th I fat for my pic- 
ture, and walked a confiderable way with 
little inconvenience. In the afternoon 


and evening I felt myſelf light and eaſy, 


and began to plan ſchemes of life. Thus 
I went to bed, and in a ſhort time waked 
and fat up, as has been long my cuſtom, 
when I felt a confuſion and indiſtinctneis 
in my head, which laſted I ſuppoſe abovt 
halt a minute; I was alarmed. and prayed 
God, that however he wight afflift my 
body, he would ſpare my underſtanding. 
This prayer, that I might try the inte- 
grity of my faculties, | made in Latin 
verſe. 7] he lines were not very goorl, 
but I knew them not to be very good | 
made them eaſily, and concluded myſelt 
to be unimpaired in my faculties... » 

Soon after I perceived that | hadfaffered 
a paralytic Rroke, and that my (pgech was 
taken hom me. I had no pain, and ſo 
little dejection in this dreadful ſtate, that 
wondered at my own apathy, and conb- 
dered that perhaps death itlelf when it 
ſhould come would excite leſs horror than 
ſcems now to attend it. 

In order te rouſe the vocal organs 5 
took two drams, Wine has been cele- 
brated for the production of eloquence, I 
put myſelf into violent motion, and 1 
think repeated it; but all was vain, I 
then went to bed, and fArange as it may 
ſeem, I think, Nept. When 1 ſaw light, 


it was time to contrive what I hovld de, 
Though God ſtopped wy ſpeech, he left 


mi 
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me my hand; I enjoyed a mercy which 
was not granted to my dear friend Law- 
rence, who now perhaps overlooks me as 
1 am writing, and rejoices that I have what 
he wanted. My firit note was neceſſarily 
to my ſervant, who came in talking, and 
could not immediately comprehend why he 
ſhould read what I put into his hands. 

I then wrote a card to Mr. Allen, that 
I might have a diſcreet friend at hand to 
act as occation ſhould require. In pen- 
ning this note I had fome difficulty ; my 
hand, | knew not. how or why, made 
wrong letters, I ihen wrote to Dr. Tay- 
Jor to come to me, and bring Dr. Heber- 
den, and I ſent to Dr. Brockleſby, who 
is my neighbour. My phyſicians are 
very friendly and very diſintereſted, and 
give me great hopes, but you may ima- 
eine my fituation. 1 have ſo far reco- 
vered my vocal powers, as to repeat the 


Lord's Prayer with no very impeifett ar- 


ticulation. My memory, I hope, yet 
remains as it was; but ſuch an attack 
produces folicitude for the ſafety of every 
taculty. 

How this will He received by you I 
know not. 1 tope you will ſympathiſe 
with me; but perhaps: 


My miſtreſs, praciour, mild, aud good, 
Cr. s, Is he dumb? lis time he ſhou'd. 


But can this be poſſihle? I hope it can- 
„t. I hope that what, when I could 
ſpcak, 1 ſpoke of you, and to you, will 
be in a ſober and ſrious hour remembered 
by you; and ſurely it cannot be remem- 
bored but with fone degree of kindneſs. 
J have loved yon with viituous affection; 
I have honoured you with tincere eſtcem. 
Let r«t all our enfearments be forgotten, 
but let me have in this great diſtreis your 
pity aud your prayr!s. You fee 1 yet 
turn to you with my complaints as 2 fet- 
tled aud unalienalh'e friend; do not, do 
not drive me. from you, for 1 have not 
defcrved either regl & or hatred. - 

Fs the güls, who do not wrre often, 
for Suly has written only once, and Mits 
I hrale owes me a letter, I earneſtly re- 
commend, 2s their guasian and friend, 
that they remember their Creator in the 
days of therr youth, | 

] ſuppoſe you may. wiſh to know how 
my diſeaſe is treated by my phyſicians. 
They put a bliſter upon my back, ard 
two from my ear to my throat, one on a 
de. The bliſter on the back has done 
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cate : we all know that from none ef us“ 
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little, and thoſe on the throat have ng i 
ſen. I bullied and bounced (it fickn 
our laſt land), and compelled the aprthe. 
cary to make his ſalve according tg th 
Edinburgh Diſpenſatory, that it might zl 
here better. I have two on now of x 
own preſcription, They likewiſe x, 
me (alt of hariſhorn, which I take v6 
no great confidence, but am fatihed thy 
what can be done is done for me. 

O God ! give me comfort and cork. | 
dence in Thee ; forgive my fins; ard i 
x de thy good pleaſure, elieve my GL. 
eaſes for Jeſus Chriſt's fake, Amen. 

I am almoſt aſhamed of this querulous 
letter, but now it is written let it po, | 
am, &c, 


LETTER. In 
Dr. Jobnſon to Mrs. Thrale 


Dear Madam, London, July 3, 178; 


LD. Brockleſby yeſterday diſmiſſed the 

cantharides, and I can now find 3 
ſoft place upon my pillow. Lak right 
was cool, and I teſted well, and this 
morning I have been a friend at a poctica 
Here is now a glinipſe of dy; 
light again: but how near is the ever!'p 
none can tell, and J will not prognoſti- 


can be far diftant; may none of us ku 
this in vain |! 

I went, as.I took care to boaſt, on 
Tueſday, to the club, and her that | 
was thought to have p:rformed as wells 
niual.. I dined on fiib, with the wing of 
a ſma'l Turkey chick and left roalt beet; 
gooſe, and veniſon pye untouched. | 
live much on peas, and never had then 
ſa good, for fo long a time, in any pes 
that I] can remember, 

When do you go to Weymouth? ard 
why do you go? only 1 ſuppoſe to a ne» 
place, and the reaſon is lufficient to thok 
who have no 1eaſon to withhoJd.them. 

** knows well enough how to lle 
on four hundred a year, but where 's he 
1% have it? Had any thingof hs 
own unſettled ? 

I am glad that Mrs. Sheward talks © 
me, and loves me, and have in this ill 
ſcere of life great, comfort in reflecting 
that I have given very few reaſon to he 
me; I hope ſcarc:ly any man has known 
me cloſely but for his benefit, or cuil 


rily but to his irnocent enten 
1 


| 8&2. III. 


Tell me, you that know me beſt, whether 
this be true, that according to your an- 
wer I may- continue my practice, or try 
Vit. | 

3 Frogs with your kind letter yeſterday 
kame one likewiſe very kind from the 
Aſtons at Lichheld ; but | do not know 
whether, as the ſummer 1s ſo far ad- 
vanced, I ſhall travel ſo far, though I am 
not without hopes that frequent change 
of air may fortify me agam the winter, 
which has been, in modern phraſe, of 
late years very inimical to, Madam, 
vour, &c. , 


LETTER LXXL. 


Dr. Johnſon to Miſs Suſanna Thrale, 


Drakrsr Miss STSY, 

HEN vou favoured me with your 

letter, you ſeemed to be in want of 
materials to fill it, having wet with no 
eat adventures either of peril or delight, 
„el dope or ſuffered any thing out of the 
common cov: fe of life, 

When you have lived longer, and con- 
ſaered more, vou will fiad the common 
covrie of hfe very fertile of obtervation 
d 1efleftion. Upon the common courſe 
of lite mwuit our thoughts and our conver- 
ation be generally employed. Our ge- 
veral courſe of lite mutt denominate us 
vile or fooliſh ; happy or miſerable; if 
i is well regulated we pats on profper- 
cully and fwoothly; as it 1s neglected 
we hive in embarraſſment, perplexity, 


er untahneſs 


Veur time, my love, paſtes, I ſuppoſe, 
n deyution, reading, work, and com- 
pary, Of your deyorions, in which I 


trarnettly adviſe vou to be very punctual, - 


vou may not perhaps think it proper to 
give Mme an account; ard of wor i, unlets 
| underſtood it better, it will he of no 
preat uſe to ſay much; but books and 
company will always ſupply you with ma- 
terials for your letters to me, as 1 ſhall 
«ways be pl-aſed to know what you are 
[exchng, and with what you are plenſed ; 
and ſhall taße gicat delight in knowing 
wht imprefiiun new modes or new cha- 
facters make upon you, and to obſerve 
with what attention you diſtinguiſh the 
iemyers, dilpoſitions, and abilities of your 
companions. ; 

: A letter may be always made out of the 
dels of the morning or talk of the 


RR BG EN. 


781 


evening; an any letters from you, my 
deareſt, will be welcome to, your, &c. 


LETTER Lax 
Dr. Jobnſon to Miſs Sophia Thrale. 


London, 

Deareſt Miſs Sophy, July 24, 1783. 

Y an abſence from home, and for one 

realon and another, I owe a great 
number of letters, and I affure you that I 
ſit down to write yowr's firſt. Why you 
ſhould think yourſelf not a favourite, I 
cannot guels; my favour will, I am 
atraid, never be worth much; but be its 
value more or leſs, you are never likely 
to laſe it, and leſs likely if you continue 
your ſtudies with the ſame diligence as 
'y au have begun them. 

Your proficience in arithmetic is not 
only to be commended, but admired.— 
Your matter, does not, I ſuppoſe, come 
very often, nor ſtay veiy long; yet your 
advance in the ſcience of numbers is 
greater than is commonly made by thotz 
who, for ſo many weeks as you have 
been learning, ſpend fix hours a day in 
ihe writing ſchool. - | 

Never think, my ſweet, that you have 
arithinetic enough; when you have ex- 
hautted your maſter, buy books. No- 
thing amuſes more harmleſsly than com- 


putation, and nothing is oftener applica- 


ble to real hufineſs or ſpeculative inqui- 
ries. A thoutand ſtories which the ig- 
norant tell, and believe, die away at 
once, when the computiſt takes them in 
his gripe. 1 hope you will cultivate in 
yourſ:if a diſpoſition to numerical inqui- 
ries ; they will give you entertainment in 
ſolitude. by the practice, and reputation ' 
in public by the effect. 

If you can burrow Wilkins's Real Cha- 
racter, a folio, which the bookleller can 
perhaps let you have, you will have a 
very curious calculation, which you are 
qualified to conſider, to ſhew that Noah's 
ark was capable of holding ali the known 
animals of the world, with provition for 
all the time in which the earth was under 
water, Let me hear trom you ſoon again, | 
I am, Madam, your, &<. 
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LETTER LXX1IL 
"De. Johnſon to Miſs Suſanna Thrale. 


London, 
Dear Miſs Suſen, July 26, 1783. 
was received laſt; aid when I have 
anlwered it, I am out of debt to your 
houſe. A ſhort negligence throws one 
behind hand. This maxim, if you conli- 
der and improve it, will be equivalent to 
your parſpn and bird, which is however a 
very good ſtory, as it ſhews how far 
gluttony may proceed, which where it 
prevails is I thick mote violent, and cer- 
tainly more deſpicable, than avatice 1t- 
felf. 

Gluttony is, I think, leſs common 
among women than among men, Wo- 
men commonly eat more ſparingly, and are 
leſs curious in the choice of meat; but if 
once you find a woman gluttonous, ex- 
pect from her very little virtue. Her 
mind is enſlaved to the loweſt and groſſeſt 
temptation. _ 

A friend of mine, who courted a lady 
of whom he did not know much, was ad- 
viied to ſee her eat, and if ſhe was vo— 
luptuous at table, to foiſake her. He 
married her however, and in a few weeks 
came to his adviſer with this exclama- 
tion, „It is the diſturbance of mv life to 
*+ ſee this woman eat!” She was, as 
might be expected, ſelfiſn and brutal, 
and after ſome years of diſcord they 
parted, and I belicve came together nv 
more. | 

Of men, the examples are ſafficiently 
common. I had a trend, of great emi- 
nence in the learned and the witty world, 
who had hung up lome pots on his wall 
to furniſh neſts tor ſparrows. The poor 

| tpa:rows, not knowing his character, were 
teduced by the convenience, and I never 
heard any man ſpeak of any furture en- 
joyment with ſuch contortions of delight 
as he exhibited, when he talked of eating 
the young ones. 
When vou do me the favour to write 
again, tell me ſomething of your ſtudies, 
your work, or your amuſements, I am, 
Madam, your, &c. | 
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1 ANSWER your letter lau, becauſe it yY 


LETTER IXXIV. 
Dr, Jobnſon to Mrs, Thrak. 


Dear Madam, London, Aug, t3, 1h; 


OUR letter was brought juſt as] un 
complaining that you had forgotte 
me. ; 

Jam glad that the ladies find fo mic 
novelty at- Weymouth. Ovid fays, thy 
the tun is undehght fully uniform. The 
had ſome expectation of ſhells, which 
both by their form and colours have 1 
claim to human curioſity. Of all ths 
wonders, I have had no account, exce» 
that Mifts Thiale ſeems pleaſed with your 
little voyages. ; 

Sophy mentioned a ſtoty which 1+ 
ſiſters would not luffer her 10 tell, becaiſ: 
they would tcl] it themſelves, but it hx 
never yet been told me. 

Mrs. Ing is, I think, a baronet's dangh: 
ter, of an ancient houſe in Staffordſhire. 
Ot her huſband's father mention is mad: 
in the life of Ambroſe Philips. 

Of this world, in which you repreſen 
me as delighting io live, I can ſay line. 
Since I came home I have only been . 
church, once to Burney's, once to Pan— 
diſe's, and once to Retynolds's, Wit 
Burney I ſaw Dr. Roſe, his new relation, 
with whom 1 have been many years ac- 
quainted. It I diſcovered no reliques 0! 
diſeaſe I am glad, but Fanny's wade 
fiction. 

1 have ſince partaken of an epidenica, 
diſorder, but common evils produce 90 
de jection. : | 

Paradiſe's company, I fancy, dif 
pointed him; I remember nobody. Wilt 
Reynolds was the Archbiſhop of Tuan,: 
man coarle of voice, and intlegant 0! 
language. 

I am now broken with diſeaſe, withc! 
the alleviation of familiar friendikip ct 
domeſtic ſociety ; I have no middle fat 
between clamour and filence, betweer 
general converſation and felf-tormertis 
lolitude. Levyet is dead, and poor Wi- 
liams is making hafte to die: I know gc! 
if me will ever more come out of bt 
chamber. | 

lam now quite 2lone, but let me im 
my thoughts another way. U am, Mir 
dam, your, Kc. 


Secd. III. 


E excellencies that ever, ſhe had. 
E (lis is an inttance of mercy much to be 


E 1010s dead or dying. 
it lett Wheeler, the man with whom I 
8 molt delighted to converſe, 
E of my own diſeaſes, ard the ſig't of the 
vol baking round me, oppiets me per- 
8 |:1s tov much: 


RE: 


LETTER LXXV. 
From the ſame to the ſame. 


Madam, London, Auguſt 20, 1783. 


b T His has been a day of great emotion; 


the office of the Communion of the 


ick has been performed in poor Mrs. 


Williams's chamber. S'e was too weak 


: io riſe. fFiom her bed, and 1s therefore to 


de ſuppoted unlikely to live much longer. 


She has, I hope, lultle violent pin, but 


1s wearing out by torpid ina; petence and 


E wearfome decay; but all the powers of 
Jer mind. ae in their full vigour, and 
ben (he has (piri's enough for converſa- 


ion, ſhe p lefſes all the intellectual 
Surely 


dehired by a parting foul. 

At home | (ce almoſt all my compa- 
At Oxford I have 
The lente 


[| hope that all. theſe ad- 
m mitioms will not be vain, and that 1 


mall lrarn to die as dear Williams is dy- 


„g, why was very cheertul before and 
ner this awful ſolemrity, and ſeems to 
egn herſelt with calmnets and hope 
pn eternal nercy, | 

read your laſt kind letter with great 


| delight; but when | came to ve and Ho- 


ur, wha! (prong in my mini! ? How 
ved, how. hunoured once, avaiis thee 
Hot. 

it to Mrs Reynolds yetterday for 


my picture, perhaps tis tenth time, and 


[ lat near three hours with the patience of 


mortal born to bear ; at laſt the declared it 


quite finiſhed, and fe-ms to think it fine. 


| told her it was Zobnjon's grimly Ghoſt. 


it is to be engraved, and I think 11 


eitded, &c. will be a good infcription. 1 
am, Madam, your, &c. 


CETTER- LXXVI. 
From the ſame to the ſame. 


FAR MaDAn, London, Scpt. 22, 1783. 
Haarer are you that have eaſe and lei- 
ture to want unelligence cf air bal- 

” I'betr exifterce is I believe indu- 
den but I know not that they can 
Vella de of any uſes, The conſtruttion 


1 
Ons 
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is this. The chymical philoſophers have 
diſcovered a body (which I have forgot - 
ten but will inquire) which, diſſolved 
by an acid, emits a vapour lighter than 
the atmoſpherical air. This vapour is 
caught among other means, by tying a, 
bladder, compreſſed upon the bottle in 
which the diflolution is performed: the 
vapour riting (ſwells the bladder, and 
fills it. The bladder is then tied and re- 
moved, and another applied, till as much 
of this light air is collected as is wanted, 
Then a large ſpherical cafe is made, ard 
very large it muſt be, of the lighteſt mat- 
ter that can be found, ſecured by ſome 
method like that of oiling ſilk, againſt 
all paſſage of air, Into this are emptied 
all the bladders of light air, ard if there 
is light air enough it mounts into the 
clouds, upon the tame principle as a bot- 
tle filled with water will fink in water, 
but a bottle filled with ether would float. 
It riſes till it comes to air of equal tenuity 
with its own, it wind or water does nor ſpoil 
1i on the way, Such, Madam, is an air 
b:]Huon. 

M-teors have been this autumn very 
often ſeen, but 1 have never been in their 
Wav. | 

Poor Williams has I hope ſeen the end 
of her afflictions. She acted with pru- 
dence, and ſhe bore with tortitude, She 
has left me. | 

Thou thy weary taſk haſt done, 
Home art gone, and ta'en thy wages. 


Had ſhe had good humour and prompt 
locution, her univerſal curiofity and com- 
chenſive knowledge would have made 
her the delight of all that knew her. She 
left her little to your charity ſchool, 

The complaint about which you in- 
q ire is a farcocele: I thought it a hy- 
drocele, and heeded it but little. Punc- 
ture has detected the miſtake: it can be 
{ately ſuffered no longer. Upon inſpec- 
tion three days ago it was determined ex- 
trema wventura, If exciſion ſhould be de- 
layed there is danger of a gangrene. 
You would not have me for fear of pain 
periſh in putrefattion. I ſhall I hope, 
with traſt in eternal mercy, lay hold of 
the poſſibility of life which yet remains. 
Ay health is not bad; the gout is now 
trying at my feet, My appetite and di- 


genion are good, and my ileep better 
than formerly; J am not de jected, and [ 
am not feeble, Thee is however danger 


enough 
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enough in ſuch operations at ſeventy- 
four. | 

Let me have your prayers and thoſe o 
the young dear people. I am, dear Ma- 
dam, your, &c. | 


Write ſoon and often. 


LETTER LXXVII. 
Dr. Johnſon to Mrs. Thrale. 


Dear Madam, London, Nov, 13, 1783. 

INCE you have wiitten to me with 

the attention and tenderneſs of anci- 
ent time, your letters give me a great part 
of the pleaſure which a life of ſolitude 
admits. You will never beſtow any ſhare 
of your good-will on one who deſerves 
better. Thoſe who have loved longeſt 
love beſt. A ſudden blaze of kindneſs 
may by a ſingle blatt of coldneſs be ex- 
tinguiſhed, but that fondneſs which length 
of time has connected with many cir- 
cumſtances and occaſions, though it may 
for a while be ſuppreſſed by diſguſt or 
rc ſentment, with or without a cauſe, is 
hourly revived by accidental recollec- 
ton, To thoſk that have vel long 
together, every thing heaid and every 
thing ſeen, recalls ſome pleature com- 
municated, or fome benefit confeired, 
ſome petty quarrel, or ſome flight en- 
dearment, Kiteem of great powers, or 
amiable qualities newly difcove ed, may 
enbroider a day or a weck, but a friend- 
hip of twenty years is interweven with 
the texture of hfe, A friend may te 
often found and loft, but an old friend 
never, can be found, and Nature has pro- 
vided that he cannot eaſily be loft. 

I have not forgotten the Davenants, 


though they ſeem to have forgotten me. 


began very early to tell them what they 
have commonly found to be true. am 
forry to hear of their bmlding. I have 
always warned thoſe whom ] loved againſt 
that mode of oflentatious waſte. 

You ſeem to mention Lord Kilmurrey 
as a ſti anger. We were at his houſe in 
Cheſhire : am! he ove day dined with Sir 
Lynch. What he tells of the epigram is 
not true, bur perhaps he does not know 
it to be falſſ. Do not you remember 
how he rejoiced in having noe park ? he 
could ot diſohlige Is net hbours by 
lending them ze venion. c 

"The frequency ot death, to thote who 
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wicked houſe it is. 


look vpon it in the lesſute of Arcadia, is 


Book IV. 


very dreadful. We all know what it 


ſhould teach us; let us all be diligent ty 
learn, Lucy Porter has loſt her brother 
But whom I have loſt let me not now . 
member. Let not your loſs be added i; 
the mournful catalogue. Write {9 
again to, Madam, your, &c. 


LETTER LUXXVII, 


Dr. Johnſon to Miſs F. A. Thrake, 


Dear Miſe, Nov. 18, 1783 
HERE is a whole week, and nothing 
heard from your houſe. Baretti (ad 
what a wicked houſe it would be, and 2 
Of you however | 
have no complaint to make, for | one 
you a letter. Still I live here by my own 
telf, and have had of late very had 
nights; but then I have had a pig to din- 
ner, which Mr. Perkins gave me. Thu 

life is chequered. ES 
I cannot tell you much news, becauſe! 
ſve nobody that you know, Do you rt 
the Tatle:s? They are part of the books 
which every body ſhould read, becauſe 
they are the ſources of converſativn, 
therefore make them part of your library, 
Bicke:t+f, in the Tatler, gives as a (pe- 
cimen of familiar letters, an account cl 
his cat. I could tell you as good things 
of Lily the white kitling, who is now a! 
full growth, and very well behaved ; but 
do not fee why we ſhould deſcend below | 
human beings, and of one human bein; 
I can tell ſonething that you will like to 

hear. | 

A friend, whoſe name I will tell wir 


your mamma has tried to gneſs ii, ſert to 


my phyſician to inquire whether this long 


train of illneſs had- brought me into any 


difficulties for want of money, with an n. 
vitation to ſend to him for what occaiion 
required. I fhall write this night o 
thank him, having no need to borrow, 
I have ſeen Mr. Seward ſince his:eturf 
only once; he gave no florid account o 
my miltre(s's health. Tell her that | 
hearken every dy after a letter from de, 
and do not be long before you wil: 
yourlclf to, my dear, your, &c. 


Felt. I. 


LETTER LXXIX. 
Dr. Jobnſon to Mrs. Thrale. 


rr Mabau, London, Nov. 20, 1783. 


14d no letter, but not being much ac- 


|. fomed to feich in evil by circumſpec- 
© to or anticipation, did not ſuſpect that 


the miſſion Hud ſo dreadful a cauſe as 


B tle fickneſs of one of my dears. As her 
 phytician thought ſo well of her when 


ou wrote, | hope the is now out of dan- 


ter, You do not tell me her diſeaſe; 
and perhaps have not been able yourſelf 


tt ly to underftand it. 1 hope it is not 


E cf the cephahc race. 


Phar frigid thilneſs with which my pret- 


| ty Sophy meits away, exhibits a temper 


vy in commodious in ſickneis, and by 
no mears 2miable in the tenor of life. 
Incommunicative taciturnity neither im- 


| parts nor invites frien dſhip, but repoſes 


on a ſtlubhorn ſufficiency ſelf-centered, 
a4 ne-I-&s the interchange of that ſo— 
cal ofhcrouſnets by which we are habitu— 
ally endeared to ore another, They that 


| mean to make no uſe of friends, will be 


at little trouble to gain them; and to be 


| without friendſhip, is to be without one 


of the firſt comforts of our preſent Rate. 
Lo have no aſſiſtance from other minds, 
in reſolving douhts, in appeaſing ſcru— 
ples, in balancing deliberations, is a 


| very wretched deftitution, It therefore 
| my loves have this ſilence by temper, do 


rot let them have it by principle; ſhow 
em that it is a perverie and imordinate 
d4n.fition, which mult be counteracted 
and reformed. Have I ſaid enough? 
Poor Dr. Faylor repreſents himſelf as 
i; and | am atraid is worte than in the 
ummer. My nights are very bad; but 
of the farcocele | have now little but the 
Tem%y. Iam, Madam, your, &c. 


LETTER LXXX. 
From the ſame to the ſame. 


Dear Madam, London, Nov. 29, 1783. 
PHE life of my dea, ſweet, pretty, 
© | lovely, delicious Mits Sophy is lafe; 
d $ return. thanks to the great Giver of 
*X\ence, and pray that her continuance 
wong us may be a bleſſing to herſelf 
do thole that love her. Maltos et fe- 
ech my dear girl. 
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Now ſhe is recovered, ſhe muſt write 


me a little hiſtory of her ſufferings, and 
impart her ſchemes of ftudy and im- 
provement, 
rational being, muſt be always in pro- 
; grefſion , we muſt always purpoſe to do 
4 ] BEGAN to grieve and wonder that I more or better than in time paſt. The 

mind is enlarged and elevated by mere 
purpoſes, though they end as they begin 
by airy contemplation. 
and judge, though we do nut practiſe, 


Life, to be worthy of a 


We compare 


She will go back to her arithmetic 


again; a ſcience which will always de- 
light her more, as by advancing further 
ſhe diicerns more of its uſe, and a ſei- 
ence ſvited tio Sophy's eaſe of mind: for 
you told in the laſt winter that ſhe loved 
metaphyſics more than romances. Her 
choice is certainly as laudable as it is un- 
common; but I would hav- her Iike what 
is good in both. 


God bleſs you and your children; fo 


ſays, dear Madam, your old friend. 


LETTER LXXXI. 
Mrs. Thrale to Dr. Johnſon. 


a Nov. 30, 1783. 
AM very ill indeed, my dear Sir, but 
our pretty Sophy being now fo near at 


leaſt to recovery, my fingers are grown 
more fleady, and I will endeavour to 
write without agitation once again, She 
has had a ſevere illneſs; fo ſevere, that 
» few men however wiſe or ſtrong would 
have endured it with greater reſolution. 
The ſullen courage you ſpeak of in the 
letter dated twenty 1$ certainly not pleaſ- 
ing; but the more one lives on to fee 
ſoftneſs ſeduced, flexibility deſpiſed, and 
gentleneſs intulted, the more _contentedly 
one hears with a diſpofition io different 
from one's own. There is a good deal 
of hody too in all this; a good deal of 
this temper I mean ſeems connected with 
corporeal cauſes, and cephalic diſorders 
ſeem ts haunt people of that turn more 
than others; who though they may be 
tortn:ed by various maladies, are ſeldom 
afflicted wih thoſe dreadful beadachs 
that enchain the faculties, as if by ma- 
pic, and render complaint nearly as diffi- 
cult as recovery. Sophia will return to- 
her ſtudy of arithmetic in proper time: it 
appea's to me a ſtudy well ſuited to one 
who has a diſtaſte of fiction becauſe it re- 
ſembles falſchood, If truth can be found 
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in any ſublunary ſcience, numbers will 
produce it, for to that at laſt almoſt all 
other ſciences refer for confirmation. 
Were the mother as likely to enjoy life 
and health again as the daughter is, we 
would perbaps ſtruggle to obtain the ad- 
vantage of Mr. H-rſchel's acquaintance. 


This famous aſtronomer, whoſe diſcove- 


ries, or whoſe hope of future diſcoveries, 
begin to fill the mouths of our Bath 
talkers, and I fancy my friend Mrs. 
Lewis could introduce me, though God 
knows ſhe as well as myſelf have nearer 
concerns to puzzle about than lunar ones; 


and indeed when I think upon the deſpe- 


rate ſtate of oblivion into which are fallen 


the wonders promifed by Helvetius, and 


that ſe/enography which I believe procured 
him a penſion too fiom Lewis the Four- 


teenth, my heart recoils at the name of 
aſtronomical diſcoveries, and tiembles 


leſt the ſtar of King George ſhould in 


ſome future age be conſigned to keep 


company with the firn:ament of John So- 
bieſki. In the mean time who can help 
ſmiling at the expreſſions uſed by Per- 
ham, Ray, and others, who write on theſe 
ſubjeAs, and fancy they are exalting the 
glory of God when they tell us, in what a 
wworkman like manner he has made the 
world, &c.? You hate all notion of na- 
tional character I krow, yet *us difficult 
to deny that none but a true Briton could 
think in ſuch a manner when prailing his 
Creator; as it is impoſſible not to diſcern 
the Frenchman in archbiſhop Fenelon's 


latter converſations when he ſays, Si jau: 


rai Phonneur de voir Dieu je ne manque- 


rai gueres de lui raccommander bien lame 


du Roi de France. I have not his lite 
with me here, but have a notion thoſe are 
the very words. 

You will not ſuſpec me of wanting re- 
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ſpe& for theſe worthies : what chrittian | 


lives who can refuſe his reverence to 
Cambiay's piety or Dei ham's- learning? 
But you will have we write, and I am.ni1- 


ferably ill, very peev.ſh and very per- 


verſe, and 'twere bettet you quatrelled 
with me about departed philoſophers, 


than that you accuſed me of wanting - 


gocd-will towards you, of whom no per- 
lon living can think more highly than 
does, dear Sir, your faithful humble ſer- 
vant, 


our conjectures. 


The girls will write ſoon, and tell you all 


Book IY, 
LETTER LXXXI. 


Dr. Johnſon to Mrs. Thrale, 


Dear Madam, London, Dec 2j, 1783 


THE weariſome ſolitude of the long 
evenings did indeed ſuggeſt to me 
the convenience of a club in my veigh- 
bourhood, but I have been hindered from 
attending it by want of breath. It 1 can 
complete the {cheme, you ſhall have the 
names and the regulations. | 

The time of the year, for I hope the 
fault is 1ather in the weather than in me 
has been very hard upon me. The mul 
cles of my breatt are much convulſed— 
Dr. Heberden recommends opiates, of 
which I have ſuch horror that I do not 
think of them but in extremis. I was 
however driven to them laſt night for t- 
fuge, and having taken the uſual quan- 
tity durſt not go to bed, for fear 4 that 
uneaſineſs to which a ſupine poſture ex. 
poſes me, but retted all night in a chair 
with much relief, and have been to day 
more warm, active, and cheerful. 

You have more than once wondered 
at my complaint of ſolitude, when you 
hear that I am crowded with viſits. I. 
opem me copia fecit. Viſitors are no pto- 
per companions in the. chamber of jick- 
neſs. They come when I could ſſeep a 
read, they (tay till I am weary, they 
toſce me to attend when my mind calls 
for relaxation, and to ſpeak when my 
powers will hardly aQtuate my tongue. 
The amuſements and con ſolations of las- 
guor and deprefhion are conteried by fa. 
miliar and domeſtic companions, which 
can be viſited or called at will, and can 
occaſionally be quitted or diſmiſſed, who 
do not obſtruct accommodation by cere- 
mony, or deſtroy indolence by awakening 
effort. 1 

Such ſociety I had with Levet ard 
Williams; ſuch I had where—l am reve! 
likely to have it more. | 

| wiſh, dear Lady, to you and my 
dear girls many a chearful ard pious 
Chriſtmas. I am your, &c. 


LETTER LXXXIIl. 
From the ſame to the ſame. 


London, Dec. ane 
te 


Dear Madam, . 
QCINCE you cannot gueſs, I wil 
that the generous man was 
Hamilton. I returned him a very thank: 


ful and 8 ul letter. You 


. 


ect. III. R 40 
Your inquiry about Lady Carliſle I 


cannot anſwer, for I never ſaw her, un- 
lels perhaps without knowing her at a 
converſation. 

Sir Joſhua has juſt been here, and 
knows nothing of Miſs Bingham ; if one 
of Lord Lucan's daughters be meant, the 
eldeſt is now Lady Spencer; ſhe is lan- 
gviſhing in France with a diſeaſed leg, 
and the third is a child. 

Pray ſend the letter which you think 
will divert me, for 1 have much need of 
entertainment; ſpiritleſs, infirm, fleep- 
leis, and lolitary, looking back with ſor- 
ron and forward with terror :—but I will 
(top. - 1 | 

3 of Ireland bad a notion that a 
man's pulſe wore him out; my beating 


| heat wears out me. The phyſicians yeſ- 


terday covered it with a bliſter, of which 
the effect cannot yet be known. Good 
God proſper their endeavours ! Heberden 
is of opinion that while the weather is 
oppreflive we muſt palliate. 

In the mean time I am well fed; I 
hav? now in the houle pheaſant, veniſon, 
tiikey, and ham, all unbought. Atten- 
tion and reſpect give pleaſure, however 
late or however uſclels. But they are not 
uiclels when they are late; it is reaſun- 
able to rejoice, as the day declines, to 
find that it has heen ſpent with the appro- 
bation of mankind. 

The miniſtty.is again broken, and to 
any man who extends his thoughts to na- 
tonal conſideration the times are diſmal 
and gloomy. But to a ſick man what is 
the public ? 

The new year is at hand; may God 
mike it happy to me, to you, to us all, 
tor Jeſus Chriſt's ſake! Amen. I am, 
Madam, your, &c. | 


LETTER LXXXIV. 
From the ſame to the ſame. 


Dear Madam, London, Jan. 12, 1784. 
IF. as you oblerve, my former letter 

was written with trepidation, there 1s 
ittle reaſon, except the habit of enduring, 
why this ſhould ſhew more. ſteadineſs. I 
am confined to the houſe; I do not know 
that ny hings grow better; my phyli- 
claus duet mie to combat the hald wea- 


ther with opium; I cannot well ſupport 
s turbulence, and yet cannot forbear it, 


for its immediate effect is eaſe; having 


kept me waking all the night it forces 
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ſleep upon me in the day, and recom” 
penſes a night of tediouſneſs with a day 
of uſeleſneſs. My legs and my thighs 
grow very tumid : in the mean time m 
appetite is good, and if my phyſicians do 
not flatter me death is ruſhing upon me. 
But this is in the hand of God, 

The firſt talk of the tick is commonly 
of themſelves; but if they talk of nothing 
elſe, they cannot complain if they are ſoon 
left without an audience. | 

You obſerve, Madam, that the ballon 
engages all mankind, and it is indeed a 
wonderful and unexpected addition to 
human knowledge: but we have a daring 
projector, Who, diſdaining the help of 
tumes and vapours, is making better 
than Dzdaleaa wing, with which he will 
maſter the ballon and its compan.ons as 
an eagle maſters a gooſe, It is very ſe- 
rioufly true that a ſubſcription of eight 
hundred pounds has been raiſed for the 
wire and workmanſhip of iron wings; 
one pair of which, and I think a tail, are 
now thewn in the Haymarket, and they 
are making another pair at Birmingham, 
The whole is ſaid to weigh two hundred 
pounds—no ſpecious p eparation for fly- 
ing, but there are thoſe who expett to ſee 
hin in the (ky. When I can leave the 
houſe I will tell you more. 

I had the (ame old friends to dine with 
me on Wedneſday, and may fay that 
fnce J loſt fight of you I have had one 
pleaſant day, I am, Madam, your, 
&c. 5 

Pray ſend me a direction to Sir —— 
Mulgrave in Ireland. 


LETTER LXXXV. 


From the ſame to the ſame. 


Dear Madam, London, Jan. 21, 1784. 
IR. Heberden this day favoured me 
with a viſit; and after bearing what 

I had to tell him of miſeries and pains, 
and comparing my preſent with my paſt 
fate, declared me well. That his opi- 
nion 1$ ertoneous, I know with too much 
certainty; and yet was glad to hear it, 
as it ſet extremities at a greater diſtances; 
he who is by his phylician thought well, 
is at leaft not thought in immecſiate dan- 
ger. They therefore whoſe attention to 
me makes them talk of my health, will, 
I hope, toon not drop, but loſe their ſub- 
ject. But, alas! 1 had no ſlecp laſt 
| night, 
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night, and fit now panting over my pa- 
per. Dabit Deus his quoque finem. 1 
have really hope from ſpring ; and an 
ready, like Almanzor, to bid the ſun fly 
ſwiftly, and leave weeks and months be- 
hind him. "he fun has looked for fix 
thouſand years upon the world to little 
purpoſe, if he does not know that a ſick 
man is almoſt as impatient as a lover. 
Mr. Cator gives ſuch an account of Miſs 
Cecy, as you and all of us mult delight 
to near; Cator has a rough, manly, in- 


die endent underftanding, and does not 


ſpoil it by complaiſance; he never (peaks 
merely to plzale, and ſeldom is miſtaken 
in things which he has any right to know. 
I think well of her for pleaſing him, and 
of him for bring pleated, and at the 
cloſe, am delighted to find him delighted 
with her excellence. Let your children, 
dear Madam, be his care, and your plea- 
ſure; cloie your thoughts upon them, 
and when fad fancies are excluded, heal h 
and peace will return together. I am, 
dear Madam, your old friend. 


LETTER LXXXVI. 
Dr. Johnſon to Mrs. Thrale. 


Dax Maban, 


HE remiſſion of the cold did not con- 

tine long enough to afford me much 
relief. You are, as I perceive, afraid of 
the opium; I had the ſame terror, and 
admitted its aſliſtance only under the pteſ- 
{vie of inſupportable diſtrets, as of an 
aux1hary tuo poweitul ard two dangerous. 
But m this pinching, ſeaſon I cannot live 
without it; and the quantity which 1 
lake is leſs than it once was. 

My piyficians flatter me, that the ſea- 
ſon 1s a great part of my diſeaſe; and 
that when warm weather reſtores pet ſpi- 
rauon, this watery diſcaſe will evaporate. 
I am at leaſt willing to flatter myſelf. 

I have been foiced to fit up many 
nights by an obilinate ſleepleſnels, which 
makes the time in bed intolerably te ſious, 


and which continues my drowlinels the 


following day. Beſides, I can ſometimes 
ſleep ee, when I cannot cloſe my eyes 
in a recumbent polture. I have juit be- 
ipoke a flannel dreſs, which I can eaſily 
fp oft and on, as 1 go. into bed, or get 
out of it. Thus paſs my days and nights 
in morbid wakefulnets, in unſeaſorable 
ſleepineſs, in gloowy ſolitude, with un- 
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welcome viſitors, or ungrateful excluſon; 
in variety of wretchedneſs. But 1 nac 
every lucid interval, and animate myſeif 
with ſuch amuſements as the time 6. 
fers. 

One thing which I have juſt beard, 
you will think to ſw paſs expeRtaticn, 
Ihe Chaplain of the factory at Peter. 
burg relates, that the Rambler is noy, 
by the command of the Emprefs, ag. 


lating into Ruſſian ; and has promiſed, | 


when it is printed, to ſend me a copy. 
Grant, O Loid, that all who fill 
read my pages, may become more obe. 
dient to thy laws; and when the wretched 
writer hall appear before thee, extend 


thy meicy to him, for the ſake of Jeſus 


Chriſt, Amen. 1 am, Madam, you, 
&c, as 


LETTER LXXXVI. 
Dr. Johnſon to Miſs Boothby, 


DeartsT Manu, [inuary 1, 1785. 
Ho uch | am at. aid your iline's leaves 
you little leifure for the recepiion of 
airy civilities, yet 1 caguot-forbear to pay 
you my corgratulations on the new year ; 
aud io declare + y wilh-s, that your gen, 
to come may be many and happy. ia 
this wiſh indeed I include myſeif, who 
have none but you on whom my heart it- 
pules; yet ſurely I with yuur good, cvei 
though your ſituation were tuch as ul 
perinit you to communicate no gratif- 
cations to, deareſt, deareſt Madan, 
your, &c. 


LETTER LXXXVIll. 
From the ſame to the ſame. 


DrAREer ManDan, Jan. 3, 1755 


NOBODY but you can recompenle me 


for the dittreſs which I ſuffered on 
Monday night. Having engaged Dr. 
Lawrence to let me know, at whatever 
hour, the ſtate in which he left you; | 
concluded when he ſtaid ſo long, that he 
laid to fee wy deareſt expe, 1 ws 
compoſing myfelf as I could to hear whit 
yet J hoped not to hear, when his bel. 
vant brought me word that you were bet 
ter. Do you continue to giow better! 
Let my dear little Miſs inform me on! 
card. I would not have you write |: 
i! ſhould hurt you, and conſequently hui 
likewiſe, deateſt Madam, your, Kc. 
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LETTER LXXXIX. 
from the ſame to the ſame. 


Dear Mapa, Dec. 30, 1755- 
T is again midnight, and [ am again 

ine. With what meditation fhall I 
amuſe this waſte hour of darkneſs and va- 
cuity? It I turn y thoughts upon mylelf, 
what do I perceive but a poor helpleſs 
being, reduced by A blait of wind to 
weikrels and miley? How my jmelent 
diſtempet was brought upon me can 
give no account, but impute it to tome 
luden fucceliion of cold io heat; fuch 


55 In the co: mon 1vad of hte cannot be | 


avoided, and against which no precaution 
cin be ta cu. 

Ot the tillaciouſiels of hope, and the 
uncertaiuty of ſchemes, eve'y day pives 
ſome Dew P! ook ; but u is ſeldom heeded, 
un ſometing rather, felt than tren, 
awakens attention. This illness, in which 
| have toftered fomething ard feared 
much wore, has d-piefled my c 1 hdence 
41d e[41100 ; E 4 mace me conhder all 
mat 1 have promied myſel, as leis cer- 
tam to be attained or enjoyed, naye 
en dezyourcd to form te lutions ut a 
better nie; but totem than weakly, 
under the contcivulnets of an exteri.al 
motwe. Not that 1 cunccive à time of 
licxvefs a tune impraper For recollcéton 
and good put poles, winch I believe dun- 
cales and calamities Cfien tent to produce, 
but becaule no man can know how little 
las performance will antwer to his pro- 
nules; and deſigns are nothing in human 
eyes till they are ealiſed by execution. 

Continue, my deareſt, your players 
tor me, thit ro good eſolution may. be 
van. You thick, I believe, b-tter of 
me than 1 deſerve, I hope to be in time 
what | wiſh to be; and what I have 
br herto latisfied myſelf too readily with 
„ wiſhing, 

Your billet brought me what I much 
wilted to have, a proof that L am thil 
1enenbered by you at the hour in which 
I moit deſire it! : 
| the Doctor is anxious about you, 
te thinks you too neghgent of yourlelf; 
if +04 Will promiſe to be cautious, I will 
exchange promiſes, as we have aleady 
tx! anged injunctions. ; However, 09 
ro! weite to me inore than you can cauly 


Dear f , ' 
wot Cy not ite: rupt your eale to wine 
al Al. | 
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Mr. Fitzherbert ſent to-day to offer 
me ſome ue; the people about me lay 
I ought to accept it, 1 ſhall therefore be 
obliged to him if he will tend me a bot- 
tle. 

There has gone ahout a report that 
I die to-day, hin | mention, left you 
ſhould hear it and be armed. You 
lee that | think my death may alarm 
you; which tor me 1s to think very highly 
of earthly friendſhip. I believe it -rofe 
from the death of one of my neighbours. 
You know Des Cartes's ar-umen,, „1 
„think, therefore I am.” It is as good 
a confequerce, “ I write, theretore I am 
alive,“ 1 might vive another, 41 
© am ahve, therefore 1 love Miſe Booths 
„ by;” but that I hope our triendſhip 
may be of tar longer dwa'1on than lite, 
Jam, dearett Mauam, with ſincere affec- 
on, your, &c. 


LEFLTER XC, 


From the ſame to the ſame. 


My ſwect Angel, Dec. 31. 

HAVE cad your book, I am afraid 

you will think without any great im- 
provemenrt ; whether you can read my 
notes In.] not. You ought not to be 
oft.n:\ed; 1 am perhaps as lincere as the 
winner. In all thi. gs that tz minatehere 
I thail be moch guided by your influence, 
and ſhould rake or leave by your direc- 
ton; but I cannot receive my religion 
tion any human hand. 
ever to he inftrucied, and am far from 
thinking myfelf perfekt. 

I beg you to return the book when 
you have looked into it. I ſhould not 
hive wriiten what is in he margin, had 1 
not hat it from you, or had I not in- 
tended to thew it you. 

Ir affo ds me a new conviction, that in 
theſe hooks there is little new, except 
new forms of exprefiion; which may be 
lometimes taken, even by the writer, for 
new doctrincs. I fincerely hope that 
God, wham vou {> much deſite to ſerve 
aright, will bleis you, and reitore you to 
nralth, it he fres it beſt, Surely no 
human underſtanding can pray for any 
tting temporal oth-rwiſe than condi- 
wonally, Dear Angel, do not forget ine. 
Nly heart is full of tendernefs. 


It tas pleaſed God to permit me to be 


much better; which I believe will plraie 
you. 


Give 


I deſire how- 
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Give me leave, who have thought 


much on medicine, to propoſe to you an 


eaſy, and I think a very probable re- 
med) for indigeſtion and lubricity of the 
bowels. Dr. Lawrence has told me your 
caſe, Take” an ounce of dried orange- 
peel finely powdered, divide it into ſcru- 
ples, and take one ſcruple at a time in 
any manner; the beſt way is perhaps to 
drink it in a glats of hot red port, or to 
eat it firſt and drink the wine after it. 
If you mix cinnamon or nutmeg with the 
powder, it were not worſe; but it will 
be more bulky, and ſo more troubl: ſome. 
This is a medicine not diſguſting, not 
cottly, eaſily tried, and if not found uſe- 
ful, cably left off. 

I wg: not have you cfter it to the 
Doctor as mine. Phyſicians do not love 
intruders; yet do not take it without his 
leave. But do not be eaſily put off, for 
it is in my opinion very likely to help 
you, and not hkely to do you harm; do 


not take tov much in haſte; a ſcruple- 


once in thee hours, or about five ſcruples 
a-day, will be ſufficient to begin, or leſs 
if you find any averſion. I think uſing 
ſugar with it might be bad; if ſyrup, 
nic old ſy-np of quinces: but even that 
1 do not like. I mould thi k better of 
conſerve of floes. Has the Doctor men- 
tion the bak? in powder you could 
hardly take it; perhaps you might take 
the infuhon. 

Do not think me troubleſome, I am 
full of caie, | love you and honour you; 
and am very unwilling to loſe you. A 
Dieu je wous recommende. Jam, Madam, 
your, &c. 5 

My compliments to my dear Miſs. 


LETTER: XCI. 
Dy. Jobnjan . 


Mapanm, . Jiiy 19, 1758. 
1 KNOW not how liberally your gene- 

rofty would reward thoſe who ſhould 
do you any ſervice, when you can fo 
kindly acknowledge a favour which I in- 
tended only to myſelf. That accident- 
ally hearing that you were in town, J 
made hafte to enjoy an interval of. plea- 


ſire which J found would be ſhort, Ws 


the natural conſequerice of that ſelf love 
which is always buſy in queſt of happi— 
neſs; of that happireſs which we often 
miſs when we think it near, and ſyme- 
times find when we imagine it loft, 
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When I had miſſed you, I went aw 
diſappointed ; and did not know that 2 
vexation would be ſo amply repaid by 8 
kind a letter. A letter indeed can but 
imperfectly ſupply the place of its writer 
at leaſt of ſuch a writer as you; and a 
letter which makes me ſtill more deßte 
your preſence, is but a weak conſolation 
under the neceſſity of living longer with- 
out you: with this however I muſt be for 
a time content, as much content at lea} 
as diſcontent will ſuffer me; for Mr. 
Bareti being a ſingle being in this 

of the world, and entirely clear from all 
engagements, takes the advantage of his 
indrpendence, and will come before me; 
for which if I could blame him, I ſhould 
puniſh him; but my own heart tells me, 
that he only does to me, what, if 1 could, 
I ſhould do to him. 

I hope Mis. ——, when ſhe came to 
her favourne place, found her houle dry, 
and her woods growing, and the breeze 
whiitling, and the bifds tinging, and her 
own heart dancing. And for you, Ma- 
dam, whole heart cannot yet dance to 
ſuch muſic, I know not what to hope; 
indeed I could hope every thing that 
would pleaſe you, except that perhaps 
the abſence of higher pleaſures is necel- 
iary to keep ſome little place vacant in 
your remembrance for, Madam, your, &, 


LETTER XCT 


Dr. Jobnſon to Foſeph Baretti, at Milan. 


London, June 10, 1761. 

y ov rep:oach me very often with par- 
ſimony of writing; but you may dil. 
cover by the extent of my paper, that 
deſign io 1ecompenſe rarity by length. 
A ſhort letter to a diltant friend is, in my 
opinion, an inſult like.that of a ſlight bow 
or curſory ſalutation; a proof of unwill- 
ingneſs to do much, even where there is 
a neceſſity of doing ſomething, Yet it 
muſt be remembered, that he who con- 
tinues the ſame courſe of life in the ſame 
place, will have little to tell. One week 
and one year are very like another. The 
filent changes made by time are not al 
ways perceived ; and if they are not per- 
ceived, cannot be recounted. I have 
riſen and laid down, talk:d and muſed, 
while you have roved over a conſiderable 
part of Europe: 27 1 have not envied 
my Baretti any of his pleaſures, though 


perhaps I have envied others his com- 
any; 
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pany ; and I am glad to have other na- 
tons made acquainted with the charac- 
ter of the Engliſh, by a traveller who 
has ſo nicely inipecied our manners, and 
lo ſucceſsfully ſtudied our literature, 1 
received your kind letter from Falmouth 
in which you gave me notice of your 
departure from Liſbon ; and another from 
Liſbon, in which you-told me, that you 


were to leave Portugal in a few days. 


To either of theſe how could any an- 
ſwer be returned? I have had a third 
from Turin, complaining that I have not 
anſwered the former. Your Engliſh ſtyle 
{ti]] continues in its purity and vigour, 
With vigour your genius will ſupply it; 
but its purity muſt be continued by cloſe 
attention. To ule two languages fam 
larly and without contaminating one by 
the other is very difficult; and to uſe 
more than two, is hardly to be. hoped. 
The praiſes which ſome have received for 
their multiplicity of languages, may be 
ſufficient to excite induſtry, but can 
dardly generate confidence. : 

| know not whether I can heartily re 
joice at the kind reception which you have 
tound, or at the popularity to which you 
are exalted, I am willing that your me- 
rit ſhould be diſtinguiſhed ; but cannot 
wiſh that your affections may be gained. 
| would have you happy wherever you 
are: yet I would have you wiſh to return 
o England. If ever you viit us again, 
you will find the kindneſs of your friends 
undimmiſhed, To tell you how many 
ir ies are made after you would be 
tedious or if not tedious, would be vain ; 
becauſe you may be told in a very few 
words, that all who knew you, wiſh 
you well ; and all that you embraced at 
your departure, will careſs you. at your 
return; therefore do not let Italian 
academicians nor Italian ladies drive us 
tom your thoughts. You may find 
among us what .y-u will leave behind, 
loft ſmiles and ealy ſonnets. Vet 1 ſhall 
not 'yonder if all our invitations ſhould be 
rejected: for there is a pleaſure in being 
> at home, which is not eaſily 

By conducting Mr. Southwell to Ve- 
mce, you fulfilled, I know, the original 
contract: yet I would wiſh you not 
wholly to looſe him from your notice, but 
0 recommend him to ſuch aquaintance 
45 may beſt ſecure him from ſuffering by 
his own follics, and to take ſuch general 


norance of princely education. 
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care both of his ſafety and his intereſt as 
may come within your power. His rela- 
tions will thank you for any ſuch gra- 
tuirous attention: at leaſt they will not 
blame you for any evil that may happen, 
whether they thank you or not for any 
good, 

You know that we have a new King 
and a new parliament. Of the new Par- 
liament Fitzherbert is a member. We 
were ſo weary of our old King, that we 
are much pleaſed with his ſucceſſor ; of 
whom we are ſo much inclined to hope 
great things, that moit of us begin al- 
ready to believe them. The young man 
is hitherto blameleſs; but it would be 
unreaſonable to expect much from the 
immaturity of juvenile years, and the 1g- 
He has 
been long in the hands of the Scots, and 
has already favoured them more than the 
Engliſh will contentedly endure. But 
perhaps. he ſcarcely knows whom he has 
diſtinguiſhed, or whom he has diſguſted. 

The artiſts have inſtituted a yearly 
exhibition of pictures and ſtatues, in 
imitation, as I am told, of foreign Aca- 
demies. This year was the fecond exhi- 
bition. They ' pleaſe themſelves much 
with the multitude of ſpectators, and 
imagine that the Engliſh ſchool will riſe 
in reputation. Reynolds is without a rival, 
and continues to add thouſands to thou- 
ſands, which he deſerves, among other 
excellencies, by retaining his kindneſs 
for Baretti. This exhibition has filled the 
heads of the artiſts and lovers of art. 
Surely life if it be not long, is tedious, 
fince we are forced to call in the alliltance 
of ſo many trifles to rid us of our time, 
of that time which never can return. 

I know my Baretti will not be ſatisfied 
with a letter in which I give him no 
account of myſelf; yet what account 
ſhall I give him? I have not, ſince the 
day of our ſeparation, ſuffered or done 
any thing conſiderable. The only 
change in my way of life is, that I have 
frequented the theatre inore than in for- 
mer ſeaſons, but I have gone thither only 
to eſcapefrom myſelf. We have had many | 
new farces, and the comedy called The 
Jealous Wife, which, though not written 


with much genius, was yet ſo well adapted 


to the (tage, and ſo well exhibited by the 
actors, that it was crowded for near 
twenty nights. I am digreffing from 
myſelf to the play-houſe; but a barren 

: plan 
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plan muſt be filled with epiſodes. Of 


myſelf I have nothing to lay, but that 1 
have hitherto lived without the concur. 
rence of my own judgment; yet, | conti- 


nue to fjatier myſelf, that, when you re- 


turn you will find me mende(. I do not 
wonder that, where the monaitic life is 
permitted, every order finds votaries, 
and eyery monaltery inhabitants. Men 
will ſubmit to any rvle, by which they 
may be exempted from the tyranuy of ca- 
price and of chance. They are glad to 
fupply by external authorny their own 


want of conflancy and rcfolwmion, aud 


court the government of others, when 
long experience has convinced them of 
their own inab lity to govern themſelves, 
If 1 were to viſit Italy, my cmichty 
would be more attracted by convents 
than by palaces ; though I am afraid that. 
I ſhould find expeQation in both places 
equally diſappointed, and life in both 
places ſupported with impatience, and 
quitt:d with reluctance. "That it muſt be 
fo ſoon quitted, is & powerful remedy 
againſt impatience, ; but what ſhall free 
us from reluQance ? Thoſe who have en- 
deavonred to te ch us to die well, have 
taught few 1o die willingly 3 yet I cannot 
but hope that a good life might end at 
laſt in a contented death. 

You et to what a train of thought 1 
am drawn hy the mention of myſelf. 
Let me now turn my attention vpor: vou. 
hope you take care to keep an exact 


jourpal. ani to repifler all necurrences 
and oblerv-tions; for your friends here . 


exp: Ct ſuch a hook of travels as has not 
been oftcy ſeen. You have given us 
good {yrermens in your letters from LiCl. 
bon. I wiſh yon had- Raid longer in 
Spain, for vo country is leſs known to 
the reſt of Ewope; but the quickneſs of 
your di{cernment muſt make amends for 
the c:Jerity of your motions. He that 
knows which way to direct his view, ſees 
much in a little time. 

Wrue to we very often, and I will not 
neglect to wiite to you; and I may per- 
haps in time get lomething to write: at 
leaſt, you will know by my letters, what- 
ever elſe they may have or want, that I 
continue to be your moſt affectionate 
friend. 


guard and incite, and elevate his virtues, 


which hes received the divine approba1io!, 


LETTER xkcin. 
Dr. Johnſon to Mr. Elphinflon, 


Dran Stu, Sept. 25, 1729, 
v0 have, as I find, by every kind af 
evidence, loſt an excellent mother, 

and I hope you will not think me Incaps. 
ble of partaking of your grief, I har 
a mother now eighty-two years of ze. 
whoin therefore I mult ſoon loſe, unleß 1 
pleaſe God that ſhe rather ſhould mourn 
for me. I read the letters in which you 
relate yaur mother's death to Mr, 
Strahan; and think I do myſelf honow 
when 1 tell you*rhat I read them wih 
tears; but tears are neither to me ror to | 
you of any farther uſe, when once the tn. 
bute of natute has been paid. The huh. 
neſs of hfe ſummons us away from uſele\ 
grief, and calls us to the exerciſe of tho 
virtues of which we are lamenting our 
deprivation. The greateRt benefit which 
one friend can confer upon another, is 1 


This your mother will fil perform, if 
you dilig-ntiy preſerve the memory of her 
life, and of her death; a life, fo far a 
can learn, uſetul and wiſe; innocer!; 
and a death rehgned, peaceful and holy, 
I cannot forbear to mention, that neither 
reaſon nor revelation denies you to hope 
that you may increaſe her heppin*ls fy 
obeying her precep's; and that the muy. 
in her preſent Rate, look -with pleaſive 
upon every act of virtue to which her in. 
fruftions or example have cont-ihuttl. 
Whether this be more than a phrabrg 
dream or a juſt opinion of ſeparate [pr 
rits, is indeed of no great importance c 
us, when we conſider ourſelves as ating 
under the eye of God; yet ſorely theft“ 
ſomething pleaſing in the belief, that or 
ſeparation from thoſe whom we love '8 
merely corporeal ; and it may be! 
great incitement to vi tous friendſp, 
if it can be made probable, that 6 0 


ſhall continue to eternity, 3 
There is one expedient, by which yo! 
may, in ſome degree, continue her Rn 
ſence. If you wiite down ape T9" 
you remember of her from your eirle 
years, you will read it wih gre#t ple. 
ſore, and receive from it many hints 0 
ſoothing recollection, when time (hall af 
move her yet farther from you, and 12 
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ef ſhall be matured to veneration. To 
this, however painful for the preſent, I 
cannot but adviſe you, as to a ſource of 
comfort and ſatisfaCtion in the time to 
come : for all comfort and all latisfaction 
is ſincerely wiſhed you by, dear Sir, your, 
Kc. | : 


LEFT TER ICIV. 
Dr. Johnſon to Mr. Elphinflo.*, 


Dear SIR, 


] CANNOT but confeſs the failure of 


my correſpondence, bu 1 the ſame 


rezaid which you expreſs for me, on 


every other occaſion, will vgs” to 
forgive me, I 2m often, very often ill, 
and when lam well, am obliged to work 3 
but, indeed, have never much uſcd my- 
ſelf to punctuality. You are, however, 
not to make ſuch kind of inferences, 
when I forbear to reply to your kind- 
nels; for be aſſured, I neyer receive a 
letter from you without great pleaſure, 
and very warm ſenſe of your generoſity 
and friendſhip, which I heartily blame 
myſelf for not cultivating - with more 
cue. In this, as in many other caſes, I 
go wrong in oppoſition to convittion : for 
I think ſcarce any temporal good equally 
to be defired with the regard and faini- 
liarity of worthy men, and hope we ſhall 
be ſome 11me nea er to each other, and 
haye a moie ready way of pouring out 
our hearts. | 

Lam glad that you ſtill find encourage- 
mert to perſeyere in your pyblicationF, 
and ſhall beg the favour of fix more vo- 
lumes to add to my former ſix, when you 
can, with any convenience, ſend them 
we, Pleaſe to preſent a ſet in my name 


to Mr. Rnddimant, of whom I hear that 


his learning is not his greateſt excellence. 

have tranſcribed the mottos, and re- 
turned them, I hope not too late, of 
which I think many very happily per- 
formed. Mr. Cave has put the laſt in 


- the Magazine ||, in which I think he did 


welh I beg of you to write ſoon, and to 


Tr nſlator of Martial, Boſſuet, &c. and 
o mer maſter of an a: ademy at Kenſington. 

T This was of the Rambler, at Ediaburgh, 
to which Mr. Elphinſton tranſlated the mot- 
dos. 

very leataed writer, author of ſeveral 
biltor\cal an philological works. He died 
Jaunry 1959, | 

4 Sce Gent, Mag. Od. 1752. 
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weite often, and to write long letters; 
which 1 hope in time to repay you, but 
you mult be a patient creditor, I have, 
however, this of gratitude, that I think 
of you with regard, when I do not per- 
haps give the p.oofs which I ought of 
piety. Sir, your moſt obliged and moſt 


humble ſervant, &c. 


LETTER AXCV.. 
Dr. Johuſon to the Rev. Dr. Taylor. 


DEAN S18, March 18, 1782. 

ET me have your company and your 

inſtruction. Do not live away from 
me; my diarels is great. 

Pray deſire Mis. Taylor to inform me 
what mourning I ſhould buy for my mo- 
ther and Miſs Porter, and bring a not 
in wiiting with you. | | 

Remember me in your prayers; for 
vain is the help of man, I am, dear Sir, 
&c. | 


LETTER ATI. 


Dr. 7obnſon to Mr. Elphinflon. 


Sin, 3 July 27, 1778. 
paving myſelf ſuffered what you are 
now ſuffering, I well know the weight 
of your diſtreſs, how much need you have 
of comfort, ard how little comfort can 
be given. A lots, ſuch as your's, lace- 
rates the mind, and breaks the whole ſyſ- 
tem of purpoſes and hopes. It leaves a 
diſmal vacuity in life, which affords no- 
thing on which the affections can fix, or to 
which endeavour may be direfted. All 
this I have kon, and it is now, in the 
viciſſitude of things, your turn to know 
it. 

But in the condition of wortal beings, 

one mult loſe another. What would be 
the wretchedneſs of life, if there waz not 
— always in view, ſome Being, 
immutable and unfailing, to whoſe mercy 
man may have recourſe ? 

Here we mult reſt. The g eateſt Bring 
is the moſt berevolent, We mutt gat 
grieve for the dcad as men without hope, 
becauſe we know they are in his hands. 
We have, indeed, not leiſure to g'iieve 
long, becauſe we are hafteviag to follow 
them. Your race and mine have been in- 


rerrupred by mary obſtacles, but we - 
muſt humbly hope for an happy. end, 1 
am, Sir, your moſt humble feryzr.e. 
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LETTER XCVIL. 

Dr. Jobnſon to | 
Dran Six, Bolt-court, Aug. 30, 1780. 
NP! many days ago Dr. L. ſhewed me 
a letter, in which you make kind 


mention of me: I hope therefore you 
will not be diſpleaſed that I endeavour to 


: — ä0wàwää qęꝗ ) — 
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preſerve your good will by ſome obſerva- 


tions which your letter ſuggeſted to me. 

. You are afraid of falling into ſome im- 
proprieties in the daily f-rvice, by read- 
ing to an audience that requires no exact- 
neſs. . Your fear, I hope, ſecures you 
from danger. "they who contract ab- 


fſurd habits, are luch as have no fear, It 


is impoſſible to do the ſame thing very of- 
ten without ſome peculiarity of manner; 
but that manner may be good or bad, 
and a little care will at leaſt preſerve it 
from being bad; to make it vey good, 
there muſt, I think, be ſomething of na- 
tural or caſual felicity which cannot be 
taught. 

Your preſent method of making your 
f:rmoris ſeems very judicious. Few fre- 
queit p:eache.s can be juppuſed to have 
termons more their own than your's will 


be. Take care to 1egilter ſomewhere or 


other the authors from whom y our leve- 
ral diſcourſes aie borrowed; and do not 
imagine that you ſhall always remember 


"even what perhaps you now think it im- 


p: flivle to forget. | 

My advice however is, that you at- 
tempt from time to time an original ſer— 
mon, and in the labour of compoſition do 
not buiden your mind wi eh too much at 
once; do not exact from yourſe!f at one 
effort of excogitation propriety of 
thought and elegance of expreſſion. In- 
vent firſt, and then embe!liſh, The pro- 


duction of ſomething, where nothing was 
| beſore, is an aCt af greater energy than 


the expanſion or decoration of the thing 
produced. Set down diligently, your 
thouyhts as they nife in the firſt words 
that occur, and when you haye matter 

ou will eafily give it form 3© nor perhaps 
will this method be always neceſſary, for 


| by habit your thoughts ard diction will 


flow together. 


The compoſition of ſermons is not very 
difficult the divitions vot only help the. 
memory of the heater, but direct the 


judgment of the writer; they ſupply 
tomcrs of invention, aud keep every part 
to its proper place, 


ELEGANT EPISTLES. 


Book IV, 


What I like leaſt in your letter is you 
account of the manners of the puif; 
from which J gather that it has been lors 


neglected by the parſon. "The Dean d 


Carliſle “, who was then a little rector in 
Northamptonſhire, told me that it might 
be diſcerned whether or no there was a 
clergyman reſident in a pariſh, by the ci 
vil or ſavage manners of the people, 
Such a congregation us your's fand ir 
much need ot reformation ; and I would 
noi have you think it impoſſible to reform 
them, A very ſavage pariſh was iv. 
lized by a decayed gentlewoman, who 


came among them to teach a petty lehocl, | 


My learned friend, Dr. Wheeler, of (x. 


ford, when he was a young wan, ha the 


care of a neighbouring pariſh for fiſt 
pounds a year, which he was never paid; 
hut he counted it a convenience that it 
compe!led him to.make a ſ-rmon weekly, 
Ore woman he could not bring to the 
communion ; and when he reproved or 
exhorted her,' ſhe only anſwered that ſhe 
was no ſchylar. He was adviſed to ſet 
ſome good woman or man of the parih, a 
little wiſer. than herſelf, to talk to het in 
language level to her mind. Such bo- 
nett, I may call them holy artifices, muſt 
be practiſed by every clergyman, for all 


means muſt be tried by which ſouls may 


be ſaved. Talk to your people, how- 
ever, as much as you can, and yoy will 
find that the more frequeotly you con- 
verſe with them upon religious ſubjechs, 
the more willingly they will attend, and 
the more ſubmiſſively they will learn. A 
clergyman's diligence always makes hin 
venerable. -I think I have now only to 


ſay, that in the momentous work that you 


haye undeitaken I pray God to blels you, 
I am, Sir, your molt humble ſervant, 


LETTER XCVII. 


Dr. Johnſon to the Hon. Warren Haſlings, 
Eſq. Governor General of Bengal. 


Ca, - | Jan. 9 1781. 
Aller the importance and multipli 
city of affairs in which your great 
office engages you, I take the liberty of 
recalling your attention for a moment to 
literature, and will not prolong the inter- 


ruption by an apology, which your ct 


racter makes needleſs, 


* Now Biſhop of Dromore. | 
Mt. 
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Mr. Hoole, a gentleman long known 
and long eſteemed in the India Houſe, 
after having tranflated Taſſo, has wnder- 
taken Ariolto. How well he is qualified 
for the u dettaking, he has already ſhewn, 
He is dehtous, Sir, of your favour in pro- 
moting his propoſals, and flaiters we by 
ſuppoting that my teſtimony may ad- 
vaice his intereſt, 

It is a new thing for a clerk of the In- 
dia Houſe to tranſlate poets. —It is new 
for a Governor of Bengal to patronize 
learning. That he may find his inge- 
nuity rewa-ded, and that learning may 
flouriſh under your protect ion, is the wiſh 
of, Sir, your molt humble ſervant. | 


LY TETER XCIY. 


Dr. Jobnſon to the Rew. Dr. Taylor, 
Aſhbourn, Derbyſhire. 


London, | after Monday, 
Dear Sin, April 12, 1784. , 
WHAT can be the reaſon that I hear 

nothing from you? I hope nothing 
dilables you from writing. What 1 have 
ſen, and what I have felt, gives me rea- 
ſon to fear every thing. Do not omit 


giving me the comfort of knowing, that 


_ all my 1] fſ:s I have got a friend 
eft, 

| want every comfort. My life is very 
ſolitary and very cheerleſs. Though it 
has pleaſed Gol wonderfully to deliver 
me from the dropfv, I am yet very weak, 
and have not paſſed the door ſince the 
13h of December. I hope for ſome 
help from warm weather, which will 
lurely come in time. 

I could not have the conſent of the 
phyſicians to go to church yeſterday ; I 
therefore received the Huly Sacrament at 


home, in the room where I communicated | 


with dear Mrs Williams a little before 


her death. O, my friend, the, approach 


of death is very dreadful. I am atiaid to 
think on that which I know I cannot 
avoid, It js vain to look round and 
ound tor that help which cannot be had. 
Yet, we hope and hope, and fancy that 
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he who has lived to-day may live to- mor 
row. But let us learn to derive our hope 
only from God, 

In the mean time, let us be kind to one 
another, | have o friend now living but 
you and Mr. Hector, that was the friend 
of my youth. Do not neglect, dear Sir, 
your's affectionately, cc. 


LETTER C. 
Dr. Johnſon to Lord Chancellor Thur low. 


My Lozp, Sept. 1784. 


* 


XFTERa long and not inattentive ob- 


ſe vation on mankind, the generoſity 
of your Lordſhip's offc: raiſes in me no 
leſs wonder than gratitude. Bounty ſo 
liberally beſtowed 1 ſhould gladly receive 
if my condition made it neceſſary; for to 
fucn a mind who would not be proud to 
own his obligation ? But it hath pleaſed 
God to reſtore me to tuch a mealure of 
health, that if I ſhould now appropriate 
ſo much of a fortune deftined to do good, 
I could not efcape from myſelf the charge 
of advancing a falſe claim. My journey 
to the continent, though I once thought 
it neceſſary, was never much encourazed 
by my phyſicians, and I was very de- 
firous that your Lordſhip ſhould be told 
of it by Sir Joſhua Reynolds as an event 
very uncertain; for if 1 fhould grow 
much better 1 ſhovld not be willing, and 
if much woife, I ſhould not be able to 
migrate. 

Your Lordſhip was firſt ſolicited with- 
out my knowledge; but when I was told 
that you was pl-+{-d eto honour me with 
your patronage, I did not exbect to hear 
of a refuſal , yet as I have had no long 
time to brood hope, and have not rioted 
in imaginary opulence, this col:! recep- 
tion has been ſcarce a diſ@ppointment ; 
and from your Lordfhip's kindneſs I have 
received a benefit which men like you are 
able to beſtow. I ſhall now live ibi ca. 
| rior, with a higher opinion ot my own 
merit, I am, my Lord, your Lordſhip's 
molt obliged, moſt grateful, and moſt 
humble ſervant. 
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On Letter Mriting. 


ec II was the wiſdom,” favs Seneca, 


« of ancient time, to conſider what 
«« js moſt uſeful as molt illuſtrious.“ If 
this rule be applied to works of genius, 
ſcarcely any (p:cies of compoſition de- 
ſerves more to be cultivated than the 
epiſtolary flyle, fince none is of more va- 
nous or frequent uſe, through the whole 
ſubordination of human life. 

It has yet happened that among the 
numerous writers which our nation has 
produced, «qual perhaps always in force 
and genius, and of late in elegancy and 
accuracy, to thoſe of any other country, 
very few have endeavoured to diſtinguiſh 
themſelves by the publication of letters, 
except ſuch as were written in the dis- 


charge of public truſis, and during the 


tranſaction of great affairs; which, though 
they #ff:1d precedents to the miniſter, 
and memorials to the hiſtorian, are of no 
uſe as examples of the familiar ſtyle, or 
models of private correſpondence. 

If it be inquired by foreigners, how 


this deficiehcy, has happened in the li- 


terature of a country where all indvlge 
themſelves with ſo little danger in ſpeak- 
ing and writing, may we not without 
either bigotry or arrogance inform them, 
that it muſt be imputed to our contempt 
of trifles, and our due ſenſe of the diznity 


of the public? We do not think it rea- 


ſonable to fill the world with volumes 
from which nothing can be learned, nor 
expect that the employmenis of the buſy, 
or the amuſements of the gay, ſhould 
give way to narratives of our private 
affairs, complaints of abſence, expreſſions 
of fondneſs, or declarations of fidelity. 
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By Dr. JoHnsox. 


A flight peruſal of the innumerable 
letters by which the wits of France have 
ſignalized their names, will prove that 
other nations need not to be diſcouraged 
from the like attempts by the conſciouſ- 
neſs of inability ; for ſurely it is not very 


difficult to aggravate trifling misfar'unes, 


to magnify familiar incidents, repeat 
adulatory profeſſions, accumulate ſervile 
hyperboles, and produce all that can be 
found in the deſpicable remai:s of Vei- 
ture and Scarron. | 
Yet as much of life muſt be paſſed in 
affairs conſiderable only by their frequent 
occurrence, and much of the pleaſure 
which our condition allows, muſt be pro- 
duced by giving elegance to trifles, it i3 
neceſſary to learn how. to beconie lite 
without becoming mean, to maintain the 
neceſſary intercourſe of civility, and fil 


up the vacuities of actions by agreeable 


appearances. It had therefore been cf 


advantage, if ſuch of our wiiters as have | 


excelled in the art of decorating infpn'- 
ficance, had ſupplied us with a 4 alles 
of innocent gaiety, effuſions of honelt 
tenderneſs, or exclamations of unimpott- 


ant hurry, 


Precept has generally been poſterior to 
performance. The art of compoling 
works of genius has never been taught 
but by the example of thoſe who per- 
formed it by natural vigour of imagim- 
tion, and rectitude of judgment. As we 
have few letters, we have likewiſe few 
criticiſms upon the epiſtolary ſtyle. 
The obſervations with which Walſh bas 
introduced his pages of inanity, are ſuc) 
as give him little claim to the rank 2. 

ſig del 
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Czned him by Dryden among the critics. 
„Letters,“ ſays he, “ are intended as 
« reſemblances of converſation, and the 
« chief excellencies of converſation are 


good humour and good- breeding.“ 
This remark, equally valuable for its 
novelty and propriety, he dilates and en- 
forces with an appearance of complete 
acquieſcence in his own diſcovery. 

No man was ever in doubt about the 
moral qualities of a letter. It has been 
always known that he who endeavours to 
pleaſe muſt appear pleafed, and. he who 
would not provoke rudeneſs muſt not 
prafiiſe it, But the queſtion among thoſe 
«ho eſtabliſh rules for an epiſtolary per- 
formance is, how gaiety or civility may 
he properly expreſſ d; as among the 
gits in hiſtory it is not conteſted 
whether truth ought to be preſerved, 
but by what mode of diction it is beſt 
adorned, 

As letters are written on all ſubjeRts, 
all (tates of mind, they cannot be pr 0- 
lely reduced to ſettled rules, or de- 
Infed by any fingle charaQteriſtic; and 
we may fſafcly diſentangle our minds 
{om cinical embarrafſſments, by deter- 
nwing that a letter has no peculiarity 
but 1's form, and that nothing is to be 
eſu ed admiſſior, which would be proper 
n any other method ot treating the ſame 
lvbj-&, , The qualities of the epiſtolar 
Kyle moſt frequently required are _ 
and ſimplicity, an even flow of unlaboured 
don, and an artleſs arrangement of 
obvious ſentiments, But theſe directions 
ae no ſoaner applied to uſe, than their 
{rt.nels and imper fection become evi- 
nt. Let ers are written to the great 
zug to the mean, to the learned and the 
vnorant, at reſt and in diſtreſs, in ſport 
ard in paſſion. Nothing can he more 
improper than eaſe and laxity of expreſ- 
ben, when the importance of the ſubject 


unpreſſes ſolicitude, or the dignity of the 


per ion exacts reverence, 

That letters ſhould be written with 
rid conformity to nature is true, becauſe 
tothing bur conformity to nature can 
mke any compoſition beautiful or juſt. 
Bit it is natural to depart, from familiarity 
of language upon occaſions not familiar, 
Whatever elevates the ſentiments will 


| corlequently raiſe the expreffion; what- 


vet fills us with hope or terror, will pro- 
duct ſome perturbation of imag s, and 


choice. 
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ſome figurative diftortions of phraſe, 
Wherever we are ſtudious to pleaſe, we 
are afraid of truſting our firſt thoughts, 
and endeavour to recommend our opinion 
by ſtudied ornaments, accuracy of me- 
thod, and elegance of ſtyle. 

If the per ſonages of the comic ſcene 


de allowed by Horace to raiſe their lan- 


guage in the tranſports of anger to the 
tur gid- vehemence of tragedy, the ei- 
tolary writer may likewiſe without cen- 
ſure comply with the varicties of his mat- 
ter. If great events are to be related, 
he may, with all the ſolemnity of an hiſ- 
torian, deduce them from their cauſes, 
connect them with their concomitants, 
and trace them io their conſequences. If 
a diſputed poſition is to be eſtabliſhed, or 
a remote principle to be inveſtigated, he 
may detail his reaſonings with all the 
nicety of ſyllogiſtic method. If a me- 
nace is to be averted, or a benefit im- 
plored, he may, without any violation of 
the edicts of criticiſm, call every power 
"of rhetoric to his aſſiſtance, and try 
every inlet at which love or pity enters 
the heart. 
Letters that have no other end than 
the entertainment of the correſpondents 
are more properly regulated by critical 
precepts, becauſe the matter ard ſtyle are 
equally arbitrary, and rules are more ne- 
ceſſary, as there is a Jarger power of 
In letters of this kind, ſme 
conceive art graceful, and others think 
negligence amiable; ſome model them 
by the ſonnet, and will allow them no 
means of dclighting but the ſoft lapſe of 
calm mellifloence; others adjuſt them by 
the epigiam, and expect pointed ſentences 
and forcible periods. The one party 
conſiders «xemption from faults as the 
height of <xcellence, the other looks upon 
negle& of excellence as the moſt diſguſt- 
ing fault; one avoids cenſure,. the other 
aſpires to praiſe; one is always in danger 
of inſipidity, the other continually on the 
briok of affeQtation. _ | 
When the ſubjet has no intrinfe 
digrity, it muſt neceſſarily owe its at- 
trations to artificial embelliſhments, and 
may catch at all advantages which the 
art of writing can ſupply. He that, like 
Pliny, ſends his friend a portion for his 
daughter, will, without Pliny's eloquence 
or addreſs, find means of exciting grati- 
tude and ſecuring acceptance; but he 
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that has no preſent to make but a gar- 
land, ai ribbon, or ſome petty curioſity, 
muſt endeavour to recommend it by his 
manner of piving it. 

The purpoſe for which letters are 
written when no intelligence is commu- 
nicated, or buſineſs tranſacted, is to pre- 
ſerve in the minds of the abſent either 
love or efteem; to excite love we mult 
impart pleaſure, and to raiſe eſteem we 

| muſt diſcover abilities. Pleaſure will ge- 


for the grace of its decorations. The 


| they are intended to ſtand for things. 


nerally be given, as abilities are di 
played by ſcenes of imagery, point d 
conceit, unexpected allies, and artfy 
compliments. Trifles always require ei. 
uberance of ornament ; the building 
which has no ſtrength can be valued onh 


bble muſt be poliſhed with care, which 
opes to be yalued as a diamond ; and 
words ought ſurely to be laboured, whey 


